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I  mnI  other  ffom^  Thieves  regaling  at  a  Brick-Kiln  near  Tettenham  Conrt  Road, 


HsirAY  Sim  Mi  was  born  in  the 
ptrifh  of  St  Martin*s.in.the*Fie1d8, 
London,  mnd,  losing  his  father  while 
mj  yonng,  his  grandmother,  who 
in»m  Dissenter,  sent  him  first  to  % 
sdpoolkept  by  a  clergyman  of  her 
own  persnasloo;  but,  as  he  fre- 
qnesitif  ran  tiwnir,  she  placed  him 
al  an  neadeny  in  St  Jameses  parish, 
where  he  became  n  proficient  in 
writing  nod  nrithmetic,  and  was 
iftewfae  a  tolerable  Latin  and 
Freodisebolar. 

Befoiw  the  boy  had  completed 
Us  tentk  year  he  gate  a  specimen 
of  Ms.  dishonest  disposition.    His 

T4»L.  II. 


HENRY  SIMMS, 

EXBCUTBl|rOR  HJOBWAF  ROBBBRT. 

grandmother  taking  him  with  her 


on  a  Tisit  to  a  tradesman's  honte, 
he  stole  twenty  shillings  from  the 
till  in  the  shop ;  which  being  ob- 
serTed  by  the  maid.serTant,  she  in. 
formed  her  master ;  and,  (he  money , 
being  found  on  the  youth,  he  was 
severely  punished. 

He  now  began  to  lie  from^home 
on  nights,  and  associated  with  the 
Tilcst  of  company  in  the  purlieus  of 
St.  Giles's.  His  companions  ad* 
vising  him  to  rob  his  grandmother, 
he  stole  scyenteen  pounds  from  her, 
and,  taking  his  best  apparel,  re- 
paired  to  St  Giles's^  where  fats^ew 
34 
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acquaintance  made  hirn  drunk,  put 
him  t#  bod)  in^  th^n  irol>befi  hiip  of 
hi|oipney  aiid,cl9tbc«. 

On  his  waking  he  covered  him- 
self  with  some  rags  he  found  in  (he 
room,  and,  after  strolling  through 
the  streets  in  search  of  the^v3I&|hs^ 
vent  into  an  alehouse,  the  landlord 
of  which,  hearing  his  tale,  inter- 
ceded with  his  grandmother  to  take 
him  again  under  her  protection. 
To  this,  after  some  hesitation,  she 
consented ;  and,  buying  a  chain 
with  a  padlock,  she  had  him  fastened 
during  the  day-time  to  the  kitchen 
grate,  and  at  night  he  slept  with  a 
man,  who  was  directed  to  take  care 
that  he  did  not  escape* 

After  a  month  of  confinement 
he  had  his  liberty  granted  htm, 
and  new  clothes  purchased,  with 
which  he  immediately  went  among 
some  young  thieves  who  were  toss- 
ing up  for  money  in,  St.  Giles's. 
On  the  approach  of  night  they  took 
him  to  a  brick-kiln  near  Totten- 
ham Court  Road,  where  they  broil- 
ed some  steaks,  and  supped  in  con- 
cert; and  were  soon  joio^  by 
some  women,  who  brought  soAse 
geneva,  with  which  the  wj^ole  com* 
pany  regaled  themselves. 

Simms,  falling  asleep,  was  again 
robbed  of  his  clothes,  the  brick* 
makers,  when  they  came  to  work 
in  the  morning,  finding  him  in  his 
shirt  only  ;  and,  while  they  were' 
conducting  him  towards  town,  he 
was  met  by  his  grandmother's  .ser- 
vant, who  was  in  search  of 'him, 
and  conveyed  him  to  her  hoi^se. 

Notwithstanding  his  former  be- 
haviour, the  old  lady  received  him 
kindly,  and  placed  him  with  a 
breeches-maker,  who  having  cor. 
rected  hini  .for  his  ill  behaviour,  he 
ran  awaV^  ieind,  taking  his  best 
clothes  from  his  grandmother's 
house  in  her  absence,  sold  them  to 
a  Jew,  and  spent  the  money  in  ex- 
Iraragance* 


The  old  gentlewoman  now  went 
to  line  at  the  house  of  Lady  Stan- 
hope, whither  the  gractlets  hoy 
followed  her,  and,  being  refused 
admittance,  he  broke  several  of  the 
windows.  This  in  some  measure 
oomp^led  bis  grandmother  to  ad- 
mit him;  but  (hat  very  night  ho 
rotibed  file  house  of  as  many  things 
as  produced  him  nine  pounds, 
which  he  carried  to  a  barn  in  Mary- 
lebone  Fields,  and  spent  it  among 
his  dissolute  companions. 

For  this  offence  he  was  appre- 
hended, and,  after  some  hesitation, 
confessed  where  he  had  sold  the  ef- 
fects; from  which  time  his  grand, 
mother  gave  him  up  as  incorrigible ; 
and,  being  soon  afterwards  appre- 
hended as  a  pickpocket,  he  was  dis- 
charged for  want  of  evidence* 

Simms  now  a&sociated  with  the 
worst  of  company :  but,  after  a 
narrow  escape  on  a  charge  of  being 
concerned  in  sending  a  threatening 
letter  to  extort  money,  and  two  c€ 
his  companions  being  transported 
fo»  other  ofibnoes,  he  seeqied 
deterred  from  continuing  his  evil 
conrses;  and  thereupon  wrote  to 
bis  grandmothei^^^ittteftting  terfur- 
ther  protection. 

Still  anxious  to  save  him  from 
destruction,  she  prevailed  upon  a 
friend  to  take  him  into  his  house, 
where,  for  some  time  he  behaved  re- 
gularly ;  but,  getting  among  his 
old  associates,  they  robbed  a  gen*> 
tleman  of  his  watch  and  money,  aud 
threw  him  into  a  ditch  in  Mdryle* 
bone  Fields;  when  some  p<^'sons 
accidentally  coming  up  prevented 
his  destruction.  ,   , 

X^o  more  of  Sjmms's  coo^p^. 
nions  being  now  trans  ported^  h^ 
hired  himself  to  an  ianlfLeeper,  as 
driver  of  a  postchaise  '^  and  after 
that  lived  as  postillpn  to  aiioble^ 
man,  but  was  soon  discharged'  on 
account  of  his  irregular  qopduct. 

Having  received  some  w^gea,  hp 
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w^t«gttM  moDg  llu  Mffffj  who 
dignified  Um  wlik  Uio  title  of  6rfia. 
ikman  Barry^  on  aco#ant  of  hif 
presamed  skilly  Mid  the  geotility  of 
his  mppcaniRce. 

8im»fi  BOW  beoame  intimafttly  ae» 
qvaittAed.witka' WMMD  who  Ihred 
wkh  one  of  his  aocaeipUoit)  in  re« 
veage  for  which  the  feUow  procured 
both  him  and  the  woman  to  be 
taken  into*  cnstodjr  on  a  chMge  of 
felony,  and  they  wete  comroitled  to 
Newgale ;  bat,  the  Govrt  paying 
no  regard  to- the  cradibility  mi  die 
wilneaeti,  the  l^risoneEe  were  ac 
qaitted* 

Soon  after  bb  discharge  Simmi 
robbed  a  geatleman  of  hit  watch 
and  terenteeii  poirodfl  on  Black, 
heath  ;  and  likewise  robbed  a  lady 
of  a  eontidenible  tom  near  thesame 
spot.  Beung  followed  to  Lew  itham^ 
he  was  obliged  to  quit  his  horse, 
when  he  presented  two  pistols  to 
hii  pnrsoers;  by  which  he  hilimi^ 
dated  them  so  as  to  elect  his  elcape, 
thongh  with  the  loss  of  hia  horse. 

Repairing  to  London,  he  bought 
another  horse,  and  travelling  into 
Northamptonshire,  and  putting  np 
at  an  inn  at  Towcester,  learnt  thai 
anililaij  gentleman  had  hired  a 
okaisa  for  Londna ;  on  which  he 
followed  the  chaise  the  next  mora* 
ing,  and  kept  up  wttk  it  for  sef  eral 
nyiea.  .  At  Jeqglh.  the  geoileman, 
obterfing  him,  said,  ^  J)on'trideso 
hard,  sir-^onMl  soon  ride  away 
year  whole eetat*;'  4o  wUch  Simma 
replied  <  Indeed  I  shall  not,  for 
it  lies  iaaeveralcQllntiea;^aBd,  in* 
tiantly  qaittsng  hia  home,  ke  robbed 
the  gentleman  of  one.  hundred  and 
two  fuineask 

Me  now  haaieond  to  London, 
and,  baring  di8Stpa|tcd  his  ill  aoqnir* 
ed  money  at  a  gaming-table,  he  rode 
ont  towards  Unnnslow,.  and,  meet* 
ing  4he  postUion  who  had  driven 
the  aboTO-mentioned  gentleman  in 
Northamptohskire,  ke  gnre  kin  ire 


sbUUngs,  begging  he  #onid  nD4  Ukn 
notice  of  hariog  seen  him* 

A  reward  being  at  length  otfsred. 
for  apprehending  SMinis>  heaoteeed. 
on  board  a  privattort  but,  bmng 
soon  weary  of  a  awfaring  Jtfs,  W 
deserted,  and  eoUsled  IbraMUksw' 
While  in  ikis  station  heJMiooked 
out  the  eye  of  a  woman  at  a  honsoi 
of  ill  famoi  for  which  he  woaapiMe. 
bended,  and  lodged  in  NewPwd** 

Soon  after  thia  Jnstioe  Oe«  Veiti 
admitted  him  an  evsdene*  dgakmt, 
some  felons,  his  aeeonpKoBsg.ir^; 
were  transported,  and  SbaaH  nski 
gained  his  liberty.  .    ..  < 

Being  afterwards  apprekendii 
for  robbing  a  baker^s  skap,  kcT  wafti 
con? icted,  and,  being  sentenoed  to^ 
be  transported,  was  accoidingly: 
shipped  on  board  otie  of  tfie  lrans«< 
porUreesels,  which  sailing  roi|nd  to. 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  he  forased  a  pktn. 
for  seizing  the  cbptatn,  and  effidet- 
log  an  escape :  bat,  as  a  siriot  waleh 
was  kept  on  him,  it  was  hot  posski 
ble  for  him  to  carry  this  plan  into* 
eiecittion. 

The  ship  arrivingf  at  Marybuid,! 
Simms  was  sold  for  twelre  guitteaa^t 
bat  ke  foand  an  early  bppot tokity'. 
of  deserting  from  the  pttiohkaan* 
Having  learnt  thai  hia,.  maiier'd 
horse  was  left  tied  to  a  gate  ajUtonni 
distance  from  the  dweUing«hodtle, 
he  pritately  deoamped  in thenlghtv 
and  f  ode  thirty  miies  in  fkiuc  hQam. 
through  exteemxiiy  bad*toads^  aa^ 
pawerfully  was  ho  impeHid  by  kia- 
fears. 

He  now  found  hiaaeif  byihftsea^ 
side,  and,  turning  tlm  horse.lonae^' 
hailed  a  teasel  just  noder  mif  fMm 
which  a  boat  was  tent  to:  biis^  him 
on  boanL  As  hantls  wefeo  -irary 
aearee,  the  captaior  offered  hhn  iU: 
guineas,  which  woto  feidily  aooept* 
ed,  to  work  his  passage  to  £oila^* 

There  faring  dt  tkie  tiaie  a  irar 
between  England  and  Franee,  Ika 
ilnp  was  token  by  n  Ffteneh  prita- 
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taer,  but  tooo  irflerwardt  nuitomed, 
and  Stmmf  entered  on  board  a  man 
of  war,  wbere  lib  diligenee  pro- 
moted him  to  the  rank  of  a  mid. 
shipman ;  but  the  ship  had  nos6oner 
arrifed  atPlymoath  than  he  qaitted 
his  doty,  and,  trafelling  to  Bristol, 
spent  the  little  monej  he  possessed 
in  the  most  dissipated  manner. 

Hb  next  step  was  to  enter  him* 
self  on  board  a  coasting  ressel  at 
Bristol ;  bot  he  had  not  been  long 
at  sea,  before,  on  a  dispute* with  the 
captain,  he  threatened  to  throw  him 
Of  erboard,  and  would  have  carried 
hb  threat  into  execation  if  the 
other  seamen  had  not  prevented 
him.  Simms  asked  for  hb  wages 
when  the  ship  returned  to  port ;  but 
the  captain  threatening  Imprison- 
ment for  his  ill  behaTioar  at  sea,  he 
decamped  with  only  eight  shillings 
in  hb  possession. 

Fertile  of  contrlrances,  he  bor- 
rowed a  saddle  and  bridle,  and, 
haring  stolen  a  horse  In  a  6eld  near 
the  ^tjj  he  went  once  more  on  the 
highway,  and,  taking  the  road  to 
London,  robbed  the  passengers  in 
the  Bristol  coach,  tiiose  in  another 
carriage,  and  a  My  and  gentleman 
trafidling  singly,  and  rqiaired  to 
London  with  the  booty  he  had  ac- 
quired. 

Having  put  up  the  stolen  horse 
at  an  inn  in  Whitechapel,  and  soon 
afterwards  seeing  it  ad? ertiscd,  he 
was  afraid  to  fetch  It;  on  which  he 
stole  another  horse ;  but,  as  he  was 
riding  through  Tyburn  turnpike, 
tiie  keeper,  knowing  the  horse, 
brought  the  rider  to  the  ground. 

Hereupon  Simms  presented  a  pis- 
tol, and  threatened  the  man  with 
instant  death  if  he  presumed  to  de- 
tain him*  Bj  thb  daring  mode  of 
proceeding  1m  preserved  hb  liberty, 
and,  having  made  a  tour  round  the 
fields,  re-entered  London  by  an- 
other road. 

On.the  following  day  he  weni  to 


Kingston-upon-Thames,  where  he 
stole  a  horse,  and  robbed  several 
people  on  hb  return  to  London  ; 
and  the  day  afterwards  he  robbed 
seven  farmers  of  eighteen  pounds. 
His  next  depredations  were  on  Ep- 
ping  Forest,  where  he  committod 
five  robberies  in  one  day,  but  soon 
spent  what  he  thus  gained  among 
women  of  ill  fame. 

Thinking  it  unsafe  to  remain 
longer  in  London,  he  set  out  with 
a  view  to  go  to  IreUod,  but  had 
rode  only  to  Bamet  when  he  crossed 
the  country  to  Harrow-on-the- 
Hill,  where  he  robbed  a  gentleman, 
named  Sleep,  of  hb  money  and 
watch,  and  would  have  taken  hb 
wig ;  but  the  other  said  it  was  of  no 
value,  and  hoped,  as  it  was  cold 
weather,  hb  health  might  not  be  eo- 
.  dangered  by  being  deprived  of  it. 

The  robber  threatened  Mr. 
Sleep's  life  unless  he  wouhl  swear 
never  to  take  any  notice  of  the  af- 
fair ;  but  this  that  genlleman  abso- 
lutely refused.  Hereupon  Siauns 
said,  that,  if  he  had  not  robbed  him, 
two  other  persons  would,  and  told 
him  to  say  «  Thomas'  if  he  should 
meet  any  people  on  horseback. 

Soon  after  thb  Bfr.  Sleep,  aseet- 
ing  two  men  whom  he  presumed  to 
be  accomplices  of  the  highwayman, 
cried  out  <  Thomas ;'  and  the  tra- 
vellers paying  no  regard  to  him,  he 
was  confirmed  in  hb  suspicions,  and 
rode  after  them ;  and,  on  hb  arri- 
val at  Hoddesdon  Green,  he  found 
several  other  persons,  all  of  them  In 
pursuit  of  the  highwayman. 

In  the  mean  time  Sfanms  rode  for- 
wards, and  robbed  the  St.  Albans 
stage;  after  which  he  went  as  far 
as  Hocklifie ;  but,being  now  greatly 
fatigued,  befell  asleepin  the  kitchen, 
of  an  inn,  whither  he  was  pavsued 
by  some  light  horsemen  from  St. 
Albans,  who  took  him  into  cus- 
tody. 

Being  confined  for  that,  night,  he 
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was  carried  in  the  nnorning  before 
%  magistrate)  who  committed  him  to 
Bedford  gaol.  Bj  an  aoaccount* 
able  neglect  fais'tiistol  had  not  been 
taken,  from  him,  and  on  his  way  to 
prison  he  attempted  to  shoot  one  of 
his  guards ;  but,  the  pbtol  missing 
fire,  his  hands  were  tied  behind  him^ 
and,  when  he  arrived  at  the  prison, 
he  was  fastened  to  the  floor,  with 
an  iron  colbur  round  his  neck. 

Being  remoTed  to  London  by  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  he  was 
lodged  in  Newgate,  where  he  was 
f  isited,  from  motires  of  curiosity, 
hy  numbers  of  people,  whom  he 
amused  with  a  narrative  of  his  hav- 
iag  been  employed  to  shoot  the 
king. 

On  thb  he  was  eiamined  before 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  then  secre. 
tary  of  state;  but,  his  whole  story 
bearing  evideat  marks  of  fiction,  he 


was  remanded  to  Newgate,  to  take 
hb  trial  at  the  ensuing  Old  Bailey 
sessions. 

Ten  indictments  were  preferred 
against  him,  but,  being  convicted  for 
the  robbery  of  Mr.  Sleep,  it  was 
not  thought  necessary  to  arraign 
him  on  any  of  the  others* 

After  conviction  he  behaved  with 
great  unconcern,  and,  in  some  in- 
stances, with  insolence.  Having 
given  a  fdlow-prisoner  a  violent 
blow,  he  was  chained  to  the  floor. 
Simros  appeared  shocked  when  the 
warrant  for  his  eiecntion  arrived ; 
but,  soon  resuming  his  former  indif. 
ference,  he  continued  it  even  to  the 
moment  of  execution,  when  he  be- 
haved in  the  most  thoughtless 
manner. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on 
the  16th  of  November,  1746. 


MARY  HAMILTON,  alias  CHARLES  HAMILTON,  alias 
G£0R(;E  HAMILTON,  alias  WILLIAM  HAMILTON, 

WniPPEI)  FOU  MARRYING  WITH  HE K  OWN  SEX. 


Polygamy,  or  a  man  marrying 
two  or  more  wives,  and,  vice  vena^ 
a  woman  marrying  two  or  more  hus- 
bands, is  a  crime  finequently  com* 
mitted ;  but  a  woman,  according  to 
the  rites  of  the  established  Church, 
juarrying  a  woman,  is  something 
strange  and  unnatural.  Yet  did 
this  woman,  under  the  outward 
garb  <^  «  man,  marry  fourteen  of 
her  own  sex  I 

At  the  quarter-sessions  held  at 
Taunton^  in  Somersetshire,  tliis 
woman  was  brought  before  the 
Court;  but  under  what  specific 
charge,  or  opon  what  penal  statute 
she  was  indicted,  we  can  neither 
traoe  by  the  mi«ntion  of  the  dccum- 
stance,  nor  could  we  frame  an  in. 
tf  ctment  to  meet  the  gross  offence, 
because  the  law  never  contemplated 
a  asarriagje  among  women.  She 
was,  however^  tried,  whether  or  not 


her  case  mi^^t  have  been  cogniwu 
ble,  and  Mary  Price,  the  fonrtaentfa 
wife,  appeared  in  evidence  (in  such 
a  case  as  this  we  must  be  pardoned 
for  ambiguity)  against  her  female 
husband.  She  swore  that  she. was 
lawfully  married  to  the  prisoner^ 
and  that  they  bedded,  and  lived  tOm 
gether  as  man  and  wife,  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  year ;  during 
all  which  time,  so  well  did  the  im« 
postor  assume  the  character  of  man, 
that  she  still  actually  believod  she 
had  married  a  fellow-creature  of 
the  right  and  proper  sex.  Atlength, 
the  prosecutrix  added,  she  became 
mistrustful,  and,  comparing  certain 
circumstances  with  the  married 
Goodies,  her  neighbours,  she  waa 
convinced  that  Mary  had  acted  the 
part  of  Charles  towards  her  by  the 
vilest  and  most  deceitful  prac« 
tices« 
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'  the  lesraed  qahnim  of  justice!, 

Il'ln  full-bl<ywn  dignity  of  wigs, 

Mounted  on  blocks,  thus  cogitated'— - 
^  Thit  iho  he,  sh^,  prisoner  at  the 
tMir^  19  an  uncommon  notorious 
<$beat ;  and  we,  the  Court,  do  son. 
Imce  her  or  ]iim,  whichcTW  he  or 
she  may  be,  to  be  imprisoned  six 
^onfts,  and,  durm^  that  time,  to 
^  w4i?ppod  in  tlio  towBs  of  Taun- 


ton, GtetoYibury,  Wells,  aadSWp- 
tofi.Mallet,  and  to  find  security  for 
good  beiiaviour  as  long  as  they,  (he 
learned  justices  aforesaid,  shall  €Mr 
may,  in  their  wisdom  and  judgment, 
require  ;'  and  Mary,  the  monopo* 
Hfeer  of  her  own  sex,  was  impri. 
soited  and  whipped  accordingly,  in 
the  sojirerity  of  the  winter  ef  Hm 
year  1745. 


HOSEA.YOUELL, 

EXECUTEO  FOR  MUBOEa^ 


,  As  the  sestioas  held  at  the  Oid 
fiaiiey  in  Ocioher,  1747,  Hosea 
YoMlland  Jacab  Lopez,  two  Jewo, 
Jipftra'iodioted  for  the  murder  of 
-Capiain  Johas;  when  the  fbrmar 
was  convicted,  and  the  latter  ao- 
iqnittei; 

Theatory  of  tiiis  affair  is  as  foU 
lows : — Mr.  Johns  coming  up  Sand, 
wich  Court,  Devonshire  Square,  be- 
tween ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at 
niglitv  met  two  men,  whom  be  be- 
lievea  to  be  Jews,  who  robbed  him 
of  his  watch  and  money.  Hearing 
aoHie  peofile  coming  towards  him, 
teoalled  out  ^  Stop  thief ;'  on  which 
tee  al  them  returned,  and  guve  bim 
k  stab  in  the  body,  of  the  depth  of 
nine  inohcfe,  as:  appeared  by  the  de^ 
position  of  the  surgeon  who  at- 
tended Qaptain  Johns  at  the  Dol- 
phin Inn,  Bishopsgate  Street,  and 
estyacted  «  piece  of  the  sword  from 
Ins  body. 

Youeli  being  taken  into  custody. 
Alderman  Rawlinson  attended  the 
ivieunded  man,  who  positively 
charged  Youeli  with  being  the  mur- 
dferer,  and  signed  his  charge,  being 
in  his  perfect  senses,  but  died  within 
ifteen  nunotes  afterwards. 

The  wounded  man,  behig  asked 
hdw  he  conld  bo  so  positive!  to 
Youeli,  said  he  knew  him  by  the 
light  fnom  a  lamp;  and  that  he 
should  know  his  voice.  YoueH, 
being  bidden  to  turn  round,  slou<^ 


his  hat,  and  speak,  hesitated  for 
a  whHe ;  but  at  length  eomply ing, 
thecaptann  said,  ^  Yen  are  the  nan 
that  stabbed  me ;  1  sn  positive  of 
your  voice.' 

A  piece  of  the  sword  wits  fonnfl 
in  the  court  where  the  captaia 
was  stabbed,  which  exactly  tallied 
with  the  piece  lodged  in  the  body 
of  the  deceased ;  and  it  also  ap- 
peared that  Youeli  had  rcqtiested 
the  city  marshal  to  speak  to  the 
alderman,  that  he  might  be  admit- 
ted an  evidence ;  averring  that  the 
ronrder  was  not  committed  by  him- 
self, but  by  e«ie  ifart^ 

After  conviction  the  prisoner 
said  that  he  was  only  eighteen  years 
ef  age,-  and  bom  of  Jewish  parents, 
who  lived  in  Cree^church  Lane, 
Leadenhall  Street.  He  was  so  itlite- 
rate  that  he  conld  neither  read  He- 
brew nor  English.  The  Ordinary  of 
Newgate  representing  to  htm  the 
advantages  of  the  GoKpel  0¥er  the 
Mosaic  dispensation,  he  said  that, 
as  he  "was  born  and  bred  a  Jew,  be 
would  die  such« 

This  malefactor  was  hanged  at 
Tyburn  on  the  16th  <rf  November, 
1747. 

He  was  attMided  by  a  Rabbi, 
and  at  the  place  of  execntion  stead, 
fastly  denied  having  been  guilty  of 
the  murder.  However,  he  earnestly 
advised  yonng  people *to  be  oantlouff 
in  the  choice  of  their  company,  as 
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it  w«8  by  «  neglect  of  Uiat  caitlioo 
tbat  hb  had  come  to  a  fatal  end. 

There  is  a  familiar  pro? erb,  im- 
plying that  those  who  labour  under 
a  bml  name  are  generally  apt 
eaotigh  to  render  themielfes  de* 
terTing  of  it,  the  imputation  pro- 
ducing a  ^ente  of  abaseaieat  very 
vnfarorable  ta  the  exercise  of 
Tirtoe.     This,   we  saspect,   holds 


good,  in  no  small  degree,  with  re^ 
gard  to  the  numerous  body  of  Jews 
resident  ia  4 he  metropolis.  We  are 
far  from  wishing  to  infer  that  these 
are  uniformly  dishonest;  wc  know 
to  the  contrary:  but  it  is  at  the 
same  time  pretty  clear  that  the  great 
majority  of  them  snbjeot  themselTea 
to  the  degrading  appellation  of 
cheats  and  tbiefcs. 


GEORGE  LANCASTER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGING  A  ^EAMAN^S  WILL* 

Tiijft  offender  was  bora  in  Hat«  Chester  man  of  war,  having  ma^e  % 
tonGard^r  London, ^frcspectab&o'  will  in  fafour  of  his  wife  andson^ 
parents,  v(  ho  pk^eed  him  Vith  a  re^  who  iived  near  Whitehaven,  '-^ 
putabJe  attorney,  with  whoo)  he 
served  part  of  his  derkskip  in  the 
most  regular  aano^  ;  but,  making 
Tcry  bad  connexions,  his  master 
requested  biii  pareoM  to  take  him 
home  and  send  hkn  to  sea,  as  tHb 
most  likely  means  to  prevent  his 
niin. 

The  parents,  approving  Ihifthint, 
persuaded  the  son  to  sail  as  cap« 
tain's  clerk  on  board  a  ship  in  the 
royal  navy  ;  and  he  continued  some 
years  in  this  station. 

He  came,  to  London  when  liis 
ship  was  pakl  off,  and,  having  re* 
ceiTcd  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
dissipated  the  whole  in  houses  of 
ill  fame.  Ilis  fatlier  was  noiv  dead ; 
and  his  mother,  with  a  fondness 
very  natural,  but  which  perhaps 
contributed  to  his  rain,  supplied  his 
extravagances  till  she  was  very  much 
reduced  in  her  own  circumstances; 
and  in  the  mean  time  the  son  bor- 
rowed money  in  her  name  of  any 
one  who  would  trust  him ;  but  at 
length,  hb  character  being  lost,  and 
his  mother  totally  impoverished,  he 
detenoiood  on  the  commission  of 
the  crime  for  which  his  life  paid  the 
forfeit. 

A  seaman  named  Hugh  Price,  to 
whom  thirty.six  pounds  were  due 
for  wagesy  died  on  board  the  Dor«. 


Cumberland.  Lancaster,  hearing 
of  the  death  of  Price,  forged  a. will 
purporting  to  be  his  ;  i^,  carry*, 
ing  it  to  Doctors'  Commons,  q4i« 
taiacd  a  probate  of  the  will,  in  CQn«t 
secHieoce  of  his  swearing  UiatiKi 
'was  the  son  of  the  above«4neiitionedi 
Price.  •       It 

jBeing  thus  possessed  of  the  pvo^ 
bate,  1^  weat  to  a  public  homci 
producing  to  the  landlord  a  Jettet 
signed  ^  George  Price^'  whom  he 
aferred  was  the  son  of  the  d&f 
ceased,  artd  had  empowered  him  to 
disposo  of  his  father^s  wages.  The 
landlord,  unacquainted  with  these 
BUitcers,  applied  to  a  gentleman, 
who  told  him  he  might  safely  paiw 
chase  if'  liancaster  could  get  the 
original  ticket,  and  would  lodge 
the  probate  in  his  hands  as  a  colla« 
tcrai  security. 

The  publican  mentioning  this  to 
Lancaster,  he  said  he  would  pro« 
cure  the  original  ticket  from  Ports, 
mouth  ;  but,  at  the  expiration  of 
four  dayy,  he  produced  a  forged 
ticket,  which  the  landlord,  on  the 
advice  of  a  friend,  purchased  for 
twenty-seven  pounds. 

About  three  months  afler  this 
transaction,  a  qlcrk  of  the  Navy 
Oi&ce  calling  on  the  publican,  he 
showed  him  the  ticket.   He  said  he 
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thought  it  a  good  one,  but  would 
write  to  the  agent  at  Portsmouth  to 
inquire  into  the  fact  The  agent's 
answer  was,  that  Hugh  Price's 
ticket,  in  favour  of  his  son  George, 
was  still  in  the  office;  so  that  it 
was  evident  that  Lancaster's  ticket 
must  be  a  forgery* 

Hereupon  the  landlord  went  to 
the  mother  of  the  delinquent,  and 
said  that  he  would  adjust  the  mat. 
ter  if  either  she  or  her  son  could 
make  good  the  deficiency;  other* 
wise  he  would  prosecute.  The 
poor  woman  said  she  knew  not 
where  to  find  her  son ;  and,  as  to 
herself,  it  was  out  of  her  power. 

The  publican  then  went  to  an 
attorney,  who  advised  him  to  make 
a  debt  of  the  affairi  and  arrest  Lan. 
caster  for  tlie  money.  This  being 
done,  he  was  committed  to  the 
Poultry  Compter,  where  ho  was 
informed  that  he  should  be  Mt  at 
Hberty  if  his  friends  would  make 
n  subscription  to  raise  the  sum; 
bnt,  not  having  friends  to  assist 
hfan  In  this  essential  matter,  the 
publican  went  to  the  Navy  Office, 
where  he  informed  the  commis* 
sioners  of  the  affair,  and  they  or- 
dered  Lancaster  to  be  prosecuted 
by  their  solicitor. 

I^ncaster's  guilt  being  proved  in 
the  Clearest  manner  on  his  trial,  he 
was  convicted,  and  received  sen. 
tence  of  death.  After  conviction 
he  entertained  the  most  sanguine 
hopes  of  a  reprieve,  through  the 
interest  of  his  friends ;  but,  being 
disappointed  in  his  expectation,  he 


made  the  most  serions  jireparatioii 
for  the  awful  fate  that  awaited  him. 

He  suffered  at  Tyburn  on  the 
16th  of  November,  1747,  but  was 
in  too  bad  a  state  of  health  to  make 
any  address  to  the  surroonding  mni* 
titude. 

What  we  would  remark  on  in  tills 
case  is  the  conduct  ef  the  landlord, 
who  would  have  forgiven  the  crimi- 
nal if  his  loss  could  have  been  made 
good ;  thus  proving  that  he  had  e 
greater  regard  to  hb  own  interest 
than  to  the  enforcement  of  the  laws 
of  the  land.  PnbHcjnstice  appeased 
in  his  eyes  as  of  less  eontequeoce 
than  prlTate  property ;  and  we  are 
fearful  that  there  are  but  too  many 
of  the  saoM  selfish  disposition. 

We  would  wish  these  people  to 
consider  that  the  man  who  prose- 
cutes a  felon  merely  through  ze« 
▼toge,  or  with  the  single  view  of 
recovering  his  lost  property,  with- 
out rq^ard  to  the  public  welfare,  is 
not  himself  two  degrees  honester 
than  the  thief.  The  laws  were 
made  for  the  general  good,  and  to 
this  end  they  should  always  be  di- 
rected :  the  defence  of  private  pro- 
perty is  included  in  that  of  the 
public ;  and,  if  every  one  would 
e»ert  himself  for  the  general  wel- 
fare, that  of  Individuals  would  be 
efl^ectually  promoted. 

Happy  should  we  think  ourselves 
to  impress  these  liberal  sentiments 
on  the  mind  of  every  reader,  as- 
sured that  they  would  tend  to  ad. 
vance  the  happiness  of  the  commu. 
nity  at  large! 


SERGEANT  SMITH, 

EXECUTED  FOR  BBSSKTION. 

On  the  96th  of  November,  1 747.  president,  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
»conrt.martial*assembledatWhite.  Sergeant  Smith,  who  had  been  lately 
Ml,  of  which  Marshal  Wade  was    brought  from   Scotland,    charged 

J!.-?!!ir*tL"';^**'  ■'*  compojcd  of  a  certain  number  of  officers,  according  to  the  mac. 
M^oi  the  charge  against  the  prboner.  of  which  one  i,  president  and  a5otherj"dS» 
advocate.    A  wgimeutal  court-aiartial  is  appointed  by  the  cownander  of  each  trio?  or 
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wiUi  dMertiog  into  the  Mr? ice  of  abased  them  aU  by  demtioii.    He 

the  French,  and  «f  lerwards  to  that  was  master  of  soreral  lai^iiages,aml 

c(  the  febelt;  and,  hating  beard  from  thU  acquirement  be  acted  as 

the  efidence  for  and  against  the  interpreler  to  onr  officers,   who 

priM«mr,  be  was  fbnnd  geilty.  were  m  partial  to  him,  that  thev 

On  the  1 1th  of  December  he  was  appointed   him    a    paymaster«serl 

ooodncted  from  the  Sa? 07  prison  geant,  and  in  hci  treated  him  as 


to  the  Parade  in  St.  James's  Park;  their  companion.  His  income  coold 

where,  being  met  by  a  detachment  not  have  been  less  than  two  bun* 

of  the  foot-gnards,  commanded  by  dred  pounds  a  year.    A  man  thus 

Colonel  Drnrj,  they  proceeded  to  caressed  mnst  be  truly  a  TiUain 

Hyde  Park.    The  onhappy  man  who  could  be  base  enough  tode. 

was  attended  by  the  minbter  of  the  sert  his  duty ;  but  Smith  was  of  a 

Savoy,  and,  having  arrived  at  a  roving  turn,  and  eould  not  keep 

gibbet,  under  whioh  was  a  new.  long  in  a  pkce,— the  eicuse  he 

made  gnm  to  raeelv&hU  body,  he  gave  for  Ms  crimes.    He  died  an. 

'  little  moved  at  these  dread,  dauntedly,  and  declared  huaself  a 


fbl  preparatioas;  indeed  there  was    Protestant.    Heports  had  been  dr. 
1  apparent  unooncem  in  the  whole    culated,  owing  probably  to  the  flu- 


of  his  behaviour.  ency  with  whkh  he  spoke  French, 

This  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  that  he  was  a  papbt.    He  was  im. 

ability,  but  vicioas  principle.    He  mediately  buried  uud 

bad  served  sef  era!  of  the  princes  in  which  was  erected  on 

ibe  tben  late  wavs  in  Germany,  and  the  Serpentine  river. 


JOHN  PARRES, 

BXBCUTBD  VOm  VORGIHG  AH  ORDER  OIT  A  8ILV1RSMITU  FOR 
URWROUOHT  SILVBR, 

Tau  malefactor  was  a  native  of  fair  character,  and  then  came  to 

Wresbam,  In  Denbighshire ;  and,  settle  in  London, 

having  been  liberally  educated,  was  After  a  residence  of  more  than 

apprenticed  to  a  silversmith,  with  twenty   years,    during  which   be 

whom  he  served  his  time  with  a  worked  as  a  journeyman,  he  bf^ 

rogWMnt.  fK  tlM  trial  of  offmcM  which  are  not  deened  Mtfieitiidt  beii^ 
to  m  gtnenl  eomrirmmnuH,    lUgiineQUl  ooartt-martua  we  often  aftenbledtteaetUDet 
m  m  few  minales,  at  the  dram-head,  and  consift  of  a  captain,  the  president,  and  foor 
fabaheni  oBcen,  nemben.    They  are  not  twom,  hot  give  lenience  and  judgment,  like 
the  Lor«b  ntting  on  the  trial  of  n  peer  on  a  charge  affiocting  hit  life—'  Upon  their 


This  may  be  termed  the  iniefnal  or  douMMtio  management  of  a  reginent,  try- 
iagoAoces  by  a  coort  of  its  own  officers;  hul^  where  a  charge  is  of  a  serious  natnrt,  as 
autinj,  desertion,  or  Ueason,  thtn  application  is  made  to  the  oommaiider-tn-chief  ibr  « 
general  court-martial.  It  it  composed  of  veteran  officers,  the  oldest  being  the  president, 
aad  the  advecate-general,  or  hbdepoty,  attending.  This  office  partakes  both  of  civil  and 
■Oitafy  fonctions.  He  reguhttea  the  endenoe,  propoends  ^estions  as  well  iorthe  pro- 
secntor  as  the  accused,  takes  minotesof  the  trial,  and  sums  up  the  evidence  in  the  manner 
ofa  civil  jndge  on  the  trial  of  a  criminal,  for  the  determination  of  the  Court.  This  done 
*e  CSovt  is  cleared  of  all  strangers,  and  the  members  alone  debate  on  the  nature  of  the 
-..v^  "  »-    *  *- -^  -  ,  being  called 

'1  tM  case. 
9  president, 
.      ^  „     i  casting  vote.    When  fimnd 

guihj,  in  like  manner  tbe^  determine  upon  the  penalty,  whether  death  or  corporal 
pnnishment.  The  sentence  n  their  sent  to  the  king  for  approbation ;  and,  when  coofirmed, 
the  MBishnieAl  is  iniicted. 
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ottie  dtstretfed  in  cirevmfltancos, 
which  tndaeed  hiih  to  think  of 
having  recourae  to  the  folUwing 
method  of  Bopplying  his  n^ces- 
skies. 

Hafiag  drawn  a  Ml  on  Mr. 
Seotty  a  refiner  ia  I^vc  Lane^  in 
the  nane  of  Mr«  Brown,  of  Lom^ 
batd  S4oeet)  for  one  hundred  oaneet 
of  liliier^'  hft  carried  it  to  the  house 
of  Mo  former,  wIm,  i»ot  being  at 
haaae^  an  apprentice  read  the  drafts 
and  atked  if  Parkes  was  a  silTer^ 
Boikh)  and  for  whom  be  forked. 
He  told  him  for  Mr*  Robinson,  in 
Bond  Street.  The  ^tpprentiee  said 
he  waa  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Robinson  ;  but,  not  knowing  that 
his  oMHter  disalt  with  Mr.  Brown, 
he  begged  that  the  bearer  would 
call  for  an  answer  in  the  monilng. 

Parkes  now  went  home  to  bed  ; 
biftt,  reflecting  (that  he  could  imitate 
Mr.  Robinson's  htodwriting,  with 
which  he  was  perfectly  acquainted, 
he  wrote  a  letter  in  his  name  to  Mjp.. 
Scott,  informing  him  that  he  would 
be  answerable  for  Brown^s  credit, 
if  any  doubt  was  entertained  of  it, 
aitd  begging  that  no  disappointment 
might  happen. 

Parkes  had  some  Idea  of  carrying 
this  letterhimself ;  but,  reflecting  on 
the  danger  that  might  attend  such 
a  proceedingi  he  went  into  a  pubKe 
house  near  Cripplcgate  in  the  morn, 
ing,  and,  calling  for  a  pint  of  beer, 
sent  a  porter  with  the  letter,  telling 
him  to  inform  Mr.  Scott  that  be 
came  from  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Bond 
Street ;  and  to  add,  that  the  person 
who  had  been  there  the  preceding 
day  was  taken  ilL  The  porter  was 
no  sooner  gone  than  Piarkes  paid 
for  his  beer,  and  told  the  woman  of 
the  house  that  if  the  porter  brought 
any  thing  be  was  to  leave  it  at  the 
bar* 

This  being  done,  he  followed  the 
porter,  and,  obserTing  him  to  go 
into  Mr.  Scott's,  he  stopped  in  a 


dark  ptssnge  till  he  saw  hkn  come 
out;  and,  when  he  was  at  a  small 
distante  from  the  house,  he  follow* 
ed  him,  and,  receii4iig  the  bag  of 
silver,  paid  him  for  the  poiterage, 
and  decamped  with  all  expedition. 
He  carried  hts  ilUgotten  booty  to  the* 
house  of  an  acquaintance  near  the 
Seven  Dials,  where  he  melted  part 
of  the  silver,  and  spent  the  produce  - 
in  the  mo6t>oztravagant  manner. 

Being  again  redaced,  he  melted 
the  remainder  of  the  silver,  and, 
mixing  it  with  some  coppor,  be 
offered  It  for  sale  to  a  refiner,  who 
thfeatened  to  apprehend  him  fwr 
presenting  adulterated  silver';  bnt 
the  offender  pretending  that  hehsUi 
no  intention  4>f  fraud,  the  refiner 
paid  him  the  amount  of  the  silver. 

(iavtng  thus  escaped  panishment 
for  the  first  offence,  he  committed 
several  other  crimes  of  a  -similnr 
nature,  and  at  length  that  which 
cost  him  his  life.  Having  forged 
a  note  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Lamcry, 
h^  carried  it  to  a  refiner  in  Oat 
Lane,  named  Froxhall,  desiring 
that  two  hundred  ounces  of  silver 
might  be  delivered  to  the  bearer* 
This  note  he  delivered  to  Froxhall's 
apprentice,  who  carried  it  up  stairs 
to  his  master,  but  first  fastened  the 
door,  that  Parkes  might  not  escape. 
The  boy,  coming  down  soon,  desired 
Parkes  to  sit  down,  and  his  master' 
would  wait  on  him.  He  did  so ;  and 
Mr.  Froxhall,  coming  do  wii«,  asked 
who  wanted  the  silver.  Packet 
said  he  did ;  on  which  he  was  de- 
sired to  wait,  and  he  should  have 
it :  but  in  the  mean  time  the  ap. 
prentice  was  sent  for  a  constable, 
who  conducted  Parkes  before  the 
lord  mayor,  by  whom  he  was  com- 
mitted to  Newgate. 

Being  indicted  at  the  next  ses- 
sions at  the  Old  Bailey,  he  was 
capitally  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  die.  After  conviction  he  cxhi« 
bitcd  signs  of  the  utmost  peoiteaoe, 
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intog«lttrkies  of  his  lils.  -  He  be-' 
hmttd  defiovtly  at  the  place  of  exe- 
c«doo,  and  'wArsed  oUierrto  arotd 


tbMe  practices  which  brought  ^im 
to  a  fatal  end. 

Parkes  w«s  hanged  at  Tybara 
<m  the  14th  of  February,  1748. 


WILLIAM  WnURRlEE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MUADEU. 


This  culprit  was  a  nati?e  of 
Mofpolh,  in  North amberland,  aad 
fcffOBglit  vp  aa>a  hnsbandraaa ;  but, 
hftring  eattsied  as  a  soldier  in  Oc 
neral  Cope's  regiment,  be  served 
fife  jears  and  a  bilf  in  Flanders  ; 
and  some  horses  being  laaaSed  for 
(he  ase  of  the  amy,  he  and  another 
oMin  were  sent  to  England  to  pur« 
chase  iktm, 

Oa  the  llth  ei  Fobraary^  1748, 
Whameraad  hia  oompaarion  wtra 
vatkiaf  over  Finchley  Gommoa 
towarda  Barnet;  when  the  latter^ 
being  wearied,  agreed  with  a  post-* 
bay,  who  went  by  with  a  led  horse, 
to  penact  him  to  ride  to  Btrnot^ 
leariaf  Whnrrier  at  an  adeiM>iise  oa 
theread. 

Whurrier,  baring  drank 'frody, 
laet  wick  a  female  who  appeared 
to  be  his  country  woman ;  and  witk 
her  be  continued  drinking  till  botii« 
of  theoi  were  intoxicated,  when 
they  proceeded  together  towards' 
Baraet;  bat  they  were  followed  by 
eoBie  sailors,  one  of  whom  insalted 
Whorrier,  telling  him  that  he  had 
no  bosioess  with  the  woman. 

Whnrrier,  suspecting  there  was 
a  design  to  Injure  him,  asked  the 
woman  if  she  had  any '  connexion 
with  these  men.  She  said  she  had 
not :  bat  in  the  mean  time  the  o^r 
inht^  coming  up,*  said  they  came 
to  rescue  the  woman ;  on  whieh 
Wharrier  drew  his  swoid,  bat 're- 
tamed  It  into  the  s«abbard  without 
aaaoyng  aay  one. 

A  eoldlor  riding  by  at  thisHnstant^ 
Wh«rrier  toM  Mm  that  the  sailors 
had  iU  treated  him,  and  beg^gcd  his 
on  wldch  the  soldier 


getting  off  his  horse,  the  sailors, 
ran  away,  and  Whurrier,  pursuing, 
them,  overtook  the  first  that  had 
assaulted  him,  and,  drawing  hiv 
sword,  cat  him  iw  such  a  laaiineir 
tlMt  he  was  carried  in  a  bopelesa 
condition  to  a  he  use  in  the  aeigh« 
borhood,  where  he  languished  tiUr 
the  Soaday  foUowlag,  and  theai 
died. 

It  appealed  by  the  testimony  of 
a  surgeon  that  the  deceased  had  re* 
ceired  a  cut  across  the  skull,  as  if 
done  with  a  butcher's  chopper,  so 
that  the  brains  lay  open ;  besides  a 
variety  of  other  wou*ds. 

Whurrscr,  being  taloen  into  ens.- 
tedy  for  the  cooHnissioa  of  this 
murder^  was  brooght  to  trial  at  the 
next  sessions  at  the  >  Old  Baiky  ; 
and,  being  capiiatiy  cenrfcted  on 
the  clearest  eridertce,  waseentenced 
tO'die. 

After  conriction  he  said  ha 
thaa^  there  was  a  oomWnatiaw 
between  the  woman  he.  had  amt 
with  and  the  sailers;  and  a  day  or 
two  before  he  suffered  he  procured 
the  following  paper  to  be  published, 
which  be  called  *  Wburricr's  Decla- 
ration :' — 

*  This  is  to  let  the  world  know  that 
1  hate  lived  hi  good  credit,  and  hare 
sierfed  his  majesty  eight  year*  and 
two  months,  la  the  time  of -my 
sertice  -I  hare  stood  six  caan^^gas^ 
and  always  Obeyed  all -lawful  eom* 
mands.  i  hate  been  in  three  bat. 
ties,  and  at  Bergen-op-Zoom  dif  risg 
the  time  it  was  besieged.  'Itke  first 
battle  was  at  Dettingcn,  Jene#  1748> 
when- his  majesty  headed  Ms  army:- 
the  second  was  in  the  year  1745, 
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April  30,  at  Fontenoy ;  tbe  tlnfd 
was  at  Luckland,  by  siege;  betides 
se? eral  skirmiiihet,  and  other  great 
dangers.  I  bad  rather  it  had  been 
roy  fate  to  ba^e  died  in  the  field  of 
battle,  where  I  haTe  seen  manv 
thousands  wallowing  in  their  blood, 
than  to  come  to  such  disgrace ;  but, 
alas !  I  have  Escaped  all  these  dan- 
gers  to  come  to  this  unhappy  fate, 
to  suffer  at  Tyburn,  and  afterwards 
to  hang  in  chains  on  a  gibbet, 
which  last  is  the  nearest  concern  to 
me;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  it  would  be  more  beneficial  to 
^ke  public  to  employ  blacksmiths 
to  make  breast-plates  for  the  sol- 
diers, than  irons  to  enclose  their 
bodies,  to  be  exposed  to  the  fowls 
of  the  air. 

^  I  ha? e  been  a  true  subject  and 
ftdthfttl  sertant,  as  b  well  known  to 
the  officers  of  the  regiment  to  which 
i  belonged.  If  I  had  been  a -pick* 
pocket  or  a  thief,  I  should  kaTe 
suffered  much  more  deterredly,  ia 
my  own  opinion  than  I  now  do ; 
for  what  I  did  was  in  my  own  de* 
fence*  I  was  upon  the  king's  duty, 
and  was  assaulted  by  the  men  in 
sailors*  habits,  who  ga?e  me  so 
many  hard  blows,  as  well  as  to 
much  bad  language,  that  I  could  no 
longer  bear  it,  mid  was  obliged  to 
draw  my  sword  in  my  own  defence ; 
and  being  'm  too  great  a  passion,  as 


well  as  too  muck  in  liquor,  I  own 
I  struck  without  mercy ;  as  think* 
ing  my  life  in  danger,  surroum^ed 
by  four  men,  who  I  thought  de- 
signed  to  murder  me ;  who  or  what 
thev  were  the  Lord  knows ;  it  Is 
plain  they  had  a  false  pass,  as  was 
prored ;  and  that  they  bad  tra?elled 
but  se?en  miles  in  nine  days;  but 
I  forgif e  them,  as  1  hope  forgi?e- 
ness ;  and  the  Lord  ba? e  mercy  on 
my  soul,  and  the  poor  man's  whom 
1  killed. 

*  W.  WHURRIim.' 

Whurrier  was  executed  at  Ty* 
bum  on  the  7th  of  March,  17«, 
and  his  body  afterwards  bung  in 
chains  on  Finchley  Common. 

The  crime  of  this  man  seems  to 
have  arisen  from  a  sense  of  injury, 
inflamed  by  intoxication;  and  af* 
fords  a  strong  lesson  against  the 
Tiee  of  drunkenness ;  a?ioewhldi, 
deprifing  a  man  of  his  reason,  does 
but  at  &e  best  le?el  him  with  the 
brutes,  and  frequently  reduces  kim 
many  degrees  below  the  rest  of  the 
aniasal  creation. 

Sobriety,  in  itself  a  Tirtue,  is  na* 
turally  productive  of  a  thousand 
others.  The  mind  that  is  calm  and 
composed  is  fitted  for  the  practice 
irf  all  its  duties ;  while,  on  tfie  coo.  " 
trary,  the  defotees  of  debauchery 
are  as  useless  to  the  public  as  they 
are  unhappy  in  themsel? cs. 


GEORGE  COCK, 

BZfiCUTBD  FOR  FRlViTELY  STEALIMG. 


This  artful  rogue  was  bom  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Aldgate,  and 
at  a  proper  age  apprenticed  to  a 
peruke«maker  in  8pitalfields;  but 
be  absconded  before  the  time  ex. 
pressed  in  his  indenture  was  ex* 
pired,  and  hu  master,  judging  him  to 
be  strongly  disposed  to  disorderly 
and  profl^te  courses,  took  no 
measures  to  induce  his  return. 

Cock  lived  seven  or  eight  yean 


as  errand-boy  and  porter  to  several 
tradesmen,  none  of  whom  had  rea* 
son  to  suspect  that  he  purloined 
their  property:  but  he  was  held 
by  them  in  no  esteem,  on  account 
of  his  being  frequently  intoxicated, 
and  associating  with  people  of  dis* 
solute  principles.  It  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  abandoned  com* 
pany  he  kept  increased  his  incline* 
tion  to  a  life  of  idlenessi  and  proved 
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Um  csMe  of  IMs  purtuing  fetooiont 
c— rtw  for  procoriog  the  mesna  of 
MMiteace. 

HftTing  made  preteniioiit  of  love 
te  ft  iiMiid  w  I  flat  in  tlM  oelg libor. 
tood  of  May  Fair,  the  iafited  him 
to  hn  amttor't  boate:  he  was 
liaacinet  to  tlie  appointaient,  aod, 
dkMriag  hit  slsj,  treacberoatl/  stole 
m  iBfer  ipooa  of  about  twel? e  ihil. 
fifes' Talae. 

Learniag  that  a  lady  lired  at 
Streatluun,  whote  son  was  abroad, 
he  went  to  her  house,  and  informed 
iMr  tluU  lie  was  lately  arrired  in 
Eagland,  and  waited  upon  her  by 
the  desire  of  the  young  gentleman, 
to  asMre  her  of  the  continuanoe  of 
his  flaai  affection.  He  was  in?ited 
to  partake  of  tlw  best  pro? isions 
the  house  could  aibrd,  and  enter* 
taiaed  with  great  liberality,  kind. 
«em,  and  jtujp^cL  After  he  had 
saficieatiy  refreshed  himself,  and. 
•eereled  a  huge  til? er  spoon  in  his 
podLo^  he  departed,  intending  to 
direct  his  course  towards  the  me- 
tropoHs.  The  spoon  being  miised^ 
two  terfaats  were  dispsiehed  in 
search  of  the  thief;  and,  oTertaking 
him  at  about  the  distance  of  a  mile 
fremtheheuie,  they  conducted  him 
lea nsaglstrate,  who  committed  him 
la  Bildeweil  as  a  Tagrant,  as  the 
lady  was  arerse  to  prosecute  him 
isr  the  felony,  flaring  remained 
prisoa  about  three  months,  and 
)  prifately  whipped,  he  was  dis- 
missed,  after  the  justice  by  whom 
he  was  committed  had  pathetically 
to  him  the  disgrace, 
•,  and  iniquity,  of  seeking  to 
i  a  Urelihood  by  Ulegal  prac 


Upoo  gahiiag  information  that 
Ae  fstiier  of  a  young  gentleman  of 
Bmikoiomew  Lane  was  abroad,  he 
weai  to  the  house,  and  pretended 
to  the  youth  that  he  was  preparing 
to  embark  for  the  country  in  which 
his  father  resided ;  tftylng  that,  as 


be  was  acqualated  with  the  oM 
gentleman,  he  should  be  happy  to 
delirer  any  message  or  letter,  or 
eiecute  any  committion  with  which 
the  son  might  think  proper  to 
charge  Mm.  Hb  reception  heia 
was  not  less  hospitable  fhan  that  he 
experienced  at  Streatham ;  and  he 
did  not  take  lea? e  tUI  he  had  con. 
Tcyed  a  silrer  cup  iato  his  pc^ket, 
with  which  he  got  oif  undiscoTored. 
He  sold  the  cup,  and  expended  the 
money  it  produced  in  the  most  ex. 
traragant  manner. 

Cock  went  to  the  house  of  the 
eaptaia  of  a  trading  ? esse!  in  Rat. 
elite  Highway,  whom  he  knew  was 
at  sea^  expecting  that  he  shook!  he 
able  to  amuse  his  wife  by  some 
plausible  pretences,  and  to  obtain  a 
booty  before  he  left  the  house.  He 
was  informed  that  the  captain*s  lady 
was  not  at  home ;  but  was  in? itcd 
iato  the  house  by  her  mother,  who 
told  him  that  she  expected  her 
daughter's  return  In  a  rery  short 
time.  Being  shown  iato  the  kitchen, 
he  asked  the  maid^senrant  for  some 
table4ieer,  apd,  while  she  was  gone 
to  draw  It,  he  secreted  a  hurge  sil.^ 
▼er  tankard :  upon  the  maid  bring, 
lag  the  beer  he  drank  heartily,  and 
then,  pretending  that  he  had  sobm 
business  to  transact  which  would 
not  permit  him  to  stay  any  longer, 
took  leare,  promising  to  return  <m 
the  following  day.  He  sold  the 
tankard  to  a  Jew. 

He  inquired  of  a  maid.serfaat  in 
Spitalfields  whether  there  were  not 
soaie  women  in  that  neighborhood 
whose  husbands  were  in  foreiga 
parts.  The  giri  saU  the  husbands 
of  two  or  three  of  her  master's 
aeighbours  were  abroad,  and  asked 
the  nasM  of  the  person  he  desired 
to  find.  He  said  he  had  foigotftea 
the  name,  but  aHfully  added  thsthe 
should  remember  It  upon  hearing  it 
repeated ;  in  consequence  of  which 
she  mention^  some  names,  and, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Id        KNAPP  &:  BALOWIN*s  N&Wa^^l^  .(ULl^NOi^ 


vpoa  his  parioakrkifig  9/0^  of 
dhoin  as  that  of  the  party  bewaoied) 
the  girt  directed  bun  to  the  house 
where  the  wife  of  hit  supposed 
frieod  resided*  He  told  the  woman 
thad  he  irat  lately  arrived  in  £ag*» 
land;  aiid^  by  her  husband's  ex- 
press desire,  oUlcd  to  iaform  her  of 
hit  beiiig  in  perfect  heaUk  when  he 
eiabaffked.  He  formed  sone  triiing 
exonae  for  oceasionlng  the  woaian 
to  leate  the  apartment,  and,  soon 
after  ber  return,  went  away,  taking 
with  him, a  pint  silvet  tankard  and 
two  silver  tabte-spoons* 

By  the  aboTe,  and  other  affienoes 
4if  a  simihur  MUnre,  he  gained  a 
maiateBaooe  for  sereral  years  :  bat 
it  will  now  appear  that,  noitwitlw 
standing  the  art  he  employed  in  the 
pursuit  of  vilUioy,  he  at  teogth  fell 
a  jast  Ttclim  t»  the  insulted  laws  of 
bis  eliaatry. 

Cock  went  to  two  hidics  in  Soho 
Square  in  ooe  day,  luider  the  pre* 
Hxi  of  delivering  messages  froai 
their  hasbwids,  wh«  4iad  been  save* 
ral'  years  resident  in  foreign  parts ; 
aad  was  received  by  thmn  in  the 
most  kiad  and  hospitable'  manner* 
JHe:bad  boan  goaa  bat  a  short  tiolo, 
wihen  oao  of  the  ladies  missed  sojae 
silver  spoons;  in  «ooseqaence  of 
which  he  was  porsued  and  take* 
lieCore  a  magistrate;  and,  dnnog 
Ins  eaumrinatioo,  the  other  appear- 
ed, sad,  oo  oath,  identified  a  silver 
tankard  found  in  the  prisoner's 
possession.  He  was  cooMBiited  to 
Newgate,  and,  *at  the  ensuing  Men^ 
eiona  aft  the  Old  Bailey,  coademBed 
tto  satfer  death. 

• '  Danag  his  oaafinemeat  in  New- 
gate he  showed  not  the  least  re*. 
Inarse  for  bis  past  oieaces^  norem^ 
ployed  any  ]mrt  of  the  shart  time 
lie  had  to  exist  ia  making  the  ne- 
t^sssary  preparation  for  the  awful 
change  he  was  about  to  experience ; 
buti  Mattered  himself  in  the  expecta- 
tioa  of  being  reprieved.   However, 


after  learning  that  ha  inas  evdered 
for  execution,  he  in  some  degree 
corrected  the  irregularity  of  b»te» 
haviour ;  but  stiU  his  eondoct  was 
by  no  means  such  as  mi^t  have  bean 
expected  from  a  maa  ia  hisdtaaiU 
ful  situation. 

He  waa  almost  wholly  ri^ardlsai 
of  the  devotiopai  exeicises  aA  ike 
place  of  execution^  and  rofased  im 
address  the  populace,  though  urged 
to  it  by  the  Ordinary. 
,  This  ofiender  was  execttted  at 
Tyburn  on  the  13th  of  Jam. 
1748. 

At  an  early  time  of  life  Click 
manifested  a  strong  propensity  to 
vicious  courses;  but  it  does  oat 
thence  follow  that  he  was  Irre- 
filaimabU*  When,  he  absconded 
during  his  apprenUcesbip,  it^bs*. 
came  a  duty  incumbent  oa  his  raasi. 
ter  to  pursue  every  posslUe  mcani 
for  iuducing  his  return;  for  by  ex- 
erting a  lawful  authority  over  hu% 
or  by  the  more  gentle  method  of 
appealing  to  his  reaioot  re^reseal* 
ing  the  ill  CQnsequettoes  .naturally 
resulting,  from  dissolute  coumee^ 
and  the  certain  happlnese  attoidiag 
a  life  regulated  by  tba  dictates  6( 
virtae,  it  is  probable  th«t  ha*might 
have  effectied  ap  entire  reformation 
in  his  conduct.  It  is,  at  all  events^ 
beyond  dispute,  that  the  naotat 
was  deserving  very  severe  repra* 
heosion  for.  sh^MisefiiUy  nigtnrriag 
all  endeavours  to  avert  the  niais  of 
A  youth  committed.  entMy  to -hii 
protection.  •  When  a  natt> takes  wm 
apprentices,  let  him  oon&ldeEtkat  he 
jias  a  more  impertant  duty  to  fnltt 
than  that  of  merely  instrucliag  Mn 
in  the  method  of  earning  a  liveii^ 
hood ;  that  he  becomes  the  gaaidian 
of  his  WH%\^  and  that  he  must 
incur  a  heavy  weight  -mi  guilt  if  he 
suffers  them  to  be  corrupted  through 
his  inattention  or  example* 

In  robbing  the^  hm^^  Mo  whieh 
he  was  iii^jitipd  by  the  wonan  t* 
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mhma  %e  had  wm6e  a  decfatration  of 
loT«,  this  offender  added  to  a  felow 
nious  act  circtimstanoefl  of  a  most 
aggravating  nature :  he  violated  the 
laitk  he  had  solemnly  sworn  to 
preeerTet  ao4  subjected  ae  innooeai 
person  to  the  i^aspicion  of  a  Crime 
which,  baa  been  seldom  known  to 
be  Mi»wed  by  a  panisbment  less 
seTere  than  death. 

On  the  14th  day  of  September, 
1748,  was  executed  at  Old  Down, 
near  Bath,  Richard  Bi^,  for  the 
lattfder  of  his  wife,  with  horrid 
barbarity.  Her  head,  breast,  arms, 
thighs,  and  legs,  were  fuli  of  braises 
and  wounds*     After  having  beat 


her  to  death,  he  carried  the  hodf 
and  thraw  it  taito  tke  riror  near 
Bath.  He  was  convicted  on  llie 
evidence,  shocking  to  relate!  of 
Ms  own  son,  a  boy  only^  eleven 
jpears  of  age.  When  on  the  ladder, 
and  before  the  rope  was  affiled  to 
the  fatal  tree,  he  jumped  down  and 
lay  fiat  on  the  ground,  reftaing  to 
stir.  He  made  great  oppostikm, 
and  long  struggled  for  life.  Thus, 
though  he  had  so  iahuaiaBly  di». 
prived  hu '  wife  of  exxste^ce,  be 
showed  bow  sweet  life  was  to  hmok- 
self  by  his  relactaaee  to  yield  lit 
up,  though  forfeited  to  the  lawa  el* 
his  Gauntry. 


JOHN  LANCASTER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HOUSEBREAKING. 

We  could  wish,    seriously,   to    age,  apprenticed  htm  to  a  vclvetr 


caution  all  young  people  against  a 
habit  of  altcndlng  fairs.  They  con- 
stitute an  assemblage  of  Idle  people, 
where  are  iodiscrtminatcly  mixed 
thieves  and  pickpockets,  who  go 
from  fair  to  fair;  loose  women, 
strolling  players,  and  vagabonds  of 
ereay  description,  waiting  to  plun- 
der the  hopest  part  of  the  people. 
Saint  Bartholomew's  fair,  from  its 
long  continuance,  is  a  school  of 
^ice  which  has  initiated  mqre youth 
iolo  the  habits  of  Tillainj  than 
even  Newgate  itscff.  Some  time 
since  a  numerous  .gang  of  infant 
thieves,  of  both  sexes,  were  de- 
tected in  committing  depredations 
of  every  description  which  they 
could  accomplbh.  They  had,  in 
imitation  of  Macheath's  gaug,  their 
captain^  and  the  receiver  of  the 
stolen  property,  who,  though  the 
oldest  of  the  confederacy,  were  not 
more  than  thirteen  or  fourteen 
years  of  age ! 

The  parents  of  John  Lancaster 
were  poor  but  honest  people,  who 
put  him  to  school  to  be  instructed 
in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 
and,  when  about  fourteen  years  of 


weaver^  who,  as  well  as  his  parents^ 
lived  iii  WhitechapeK 

After  the  term  of  his  servitude 
had  expired,  he  for  some  time  foU 
lowed  his  trade  as  a  journeyman* 
He  was  naturally  inclined  to  vicious 
practices,  and  constantly-associated 
with  the  most  profligate  company. 
He  was  known  to  have  committed 
several  ofienCes  against  the  laws, 
for  one  of  which  ho  was  appre* 
hendcd  and  secured  in  Newgate^ 
where  he  contracted  an  acquaint.^ 
ance  with  a  man  named  Lewis. 
They  were  both  acquitted  in  the 
jsame  scssiuns^-Lewis  in  defect  of 
evidence,  and  Lancaster  bemuse  no 
prosecutor  appeared. 

They  went  together  to  Rumford| 
predetermined  to  obtain  money;  by 
violence.  At  Stratford  they  stoppe4 
a  gentleman,  and  robbed  lum'oi  his 
watch,  a  guinea,  and  some  silver. 
Their  success  in  this  attempt  giving 
them  a  greater  flow,  of  spirits,  Lewi# 
(who  had  long  been  a  notorious 
thief)  said,  ^  Come  along  with  mo, 
my  boy,  and  we  shall  soon  got 
money  enough  to  live  like  gentle^ 
men  -,*  and  they  agreed  to  seek  no 
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neani  of  topport  bat  (liat  most 
dUuigeroat  and  nnjattifimble  one 
of  fliakiog  depredations  on  the 
puUic 

Thqr  now  determined  to  go  (o 
Smitimeld,  it  t>eing  the  time  of  Bar. 
tholomew  lair,  Md  met  there  a 
kcijr  of  their  own  Iniquitous  pro. 
iBttioB,  who,  being  acquainted  with 
Aom,  produced  a  silrer  mug,  which 
be  Informed  them  he  had  stolen,  at 
the  saiM  thne  offering  to  allow  them 
a  share  in  the  booty.  Leafing  the 
lur,  th^  went  to  Duke*s  Place, 
in  order  to  tell  the  mug  to  a  Jew 
aamed  Le?!  Chittj;  but  he  not 
being  at  home,  thejr  adjourned  to  a 
neighboring  alehouse  to  wait  till 
bis  letum :  but  thej  had  not  long 
been  there  before  Lancaster  broke 
opesi  adrawer,  and  from  thence  stole 
aeferalTaluable  articles,  Thejnow 
paid  for  the  beer  thej  had  drank, 
and  escaped  without  suspidon. 

'Haflng  dbposed  of  their  booty, 
Lancaster  and  l^wls  determined  to 
dlflde  the  whole  produce,  in  ex- 
clusion of  the  boy  who  had  stolen 
Oe  sOfer^ug,  and  therefore  they 
lent  hhn  to  a  public  house  In 
BIsbopsgate  Street,  where  they 
promised  to  meet  him,  but  with  a 
resolution  to  forfeit  their  word. 

On  the  following  day  they  stole 
a  quantity  of  brass  candlesticks, 
which  they  sold  for  fifty  shillings 
to  the  Jew,  who  told  them  that  he 
would  not  hare  giten  so  high  a 
price  but  that  he  was  desirous  of 
encouraging  them  to  steal  articles 
of  greater  Talue. 

They  made  a  booty  of  a  number 
of  tOk  handkerchiefs,  and  the  mo. 
nqr  receired  for  them  from  the  Jew 
they  spent  In  the  company  of  sereral 
prostitutes,  among  whom  was  Sandi 
Cock,  the  widow  of  George  Cock, 
whose  memoirs  we  hate  already  re. 
ooided. 

Lancaster,  Lewis,  and  Sarah 
Cock,  went  the  following  etening 
to  the    Royal  Exchange,    where 


they  picked  the  pockets  of  sere* 
ral  passengers  of  watches,  pocket, 
books,  purses  of  money,  and  other 
property. 

They  frequented  all  places  of 
public  resort;  and,  during  dltine 
•er? tee  on  a  Sunday  evening  at  the 
Foundery,  near  Moorfields,  they 
picked  the  pockets  of  seteral  of 
the  congregation.  On  their  return 
from  the  place  of  worship  they 
came  to  the  house  of  a  Teltet^ 
weaver;  and,  Lancaster  knowing 
him  to  be  reputed  as  a  man  of  con. 
sideiable  property,  It  was  deter, 
mined  to  break  op^  and  rob  the 
bouse.  Haring  effected  an  en- 
trance, they  secured  a  quantity  of 
plate,  and  then  wont  Into  the  ware- 
house,  whence  they  stole  velvet  fo 
the  amount  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred pounds.  Having  obtained  this 
considerable  booty,  they  went  to 
Sarah  Cock,  and,  giving  her  the 
velvet,  adjourned  io  an  alehouse  In 
Houndsditch,  to  wait  till  she  hiid 
disposed  of  it  to  the  Jew. 

The  sum  Cock  demanded  for  the 
velvet  the  Jew  said  was  more  than 
he  could  really  afford  to.  give,  as 
the  colour  was  very  Indifferent,  and 
he  should  be  put  to  expense  bi 
sending  It  to  Holland,  where  all  his 
stolen  goods  were  exported  for  sale. 
During  their  conversation  they  were 
observed  by  a  weaver  and  a  con. 
stable,  who  suspecting  the  velvet  to 
have  been  stolen,  the  woman  was 
interrogated  as  to  the  manner  of  Its 
coming  into  her  possession.  She 
acknowledged  having  received  the 
property  from  Lancaster  and  Lewis, 
and  mentioned  the  house  where  they 
were  then  waiting ;  in  consequence 
of  which  they  were  both  appre- 
hended, and  secured  in  Newgate. 

Lewis  being  admitted  an  evidence 
for  the  crown,  Lancaster  was  con- 
victed of  stealing  the  silver  mug  and 
other  property,  and  sentenced  to 
die.  While  under  sen  tence  of  death 
the  Ordinary  endeavored  to  give 
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Un  a  proper  idea  of  bk  duty  to  his 
Creator ;  bat  to  the  Tery  momeot 
of  bis  death  he  obtftiiiately  persbted 
IB  a  refusal  to  make  wiiat  atone. 
BMDt  was  yet  in  bis  power  for  the 
omy  oflfences  he  hid  committed. 
~  On  the  24tb  of  September,  174», 
John  Lancaster  was  executed  at 
Tyburn. 

Lancaster  was  bred  to  a  business 
that  would  have  procured  him  a 
eomfortable  lirelibood;  bnt,  in- 
stead of  supporting  himself  in  a 
iepatld>ie  manner,   he  indulged  a 


disposition  to  indolenoe  and  a-fond- 
ness  for  the  company  of  dissolute 
people,  which  led  him  to  transgress 
the  laws,  .whereby  he  was  doomed 
to  a  f  iolent  and  ignominious  death. 
We  shall  conclude  in  the  words  of 
the  Rambler :  ^  He  that  does  his 
best,  bowerer  little,  is  always  to 
be  distinguished  from  hiqi  that  does 
nothing.  Whatever  buvies  the  mind, 
without  corrupting  it,  has  at  least 
this  use,  that  it  rescues  the  day 
from  idleness ;  and  he  that  is  nerer 
idle  will  not  often  be  vicious.* 


WUUam  York,  aged  Ten  Yean,  murdering  Susan  Mahew,  aged  Fke  Years, 
WILLIAM  YORK, 

CONTICTED  OF  MURDEU. 


This  unhappy  child  was  but  just 
turned  of  ten  years  of  age  when 
he  committed  the  dreadful  crime  of 
which  he  was  convicted.  He  was 
a  pauper  in  the  pobrhouse  belong- 
ing  to  the  parish  of  Eye,  in  Suf- 
folk, and  was  committed,  on  the 
coroner's  inquest,  to  Ipswich  gaol, 

▼OL.  II. 


for  the  murder  of  Susan  Mahew, 
another  child,  of  ^re  years  of  age, 
who  had  been  his  bedfellow.  The 
following  is  hu  confession,  taken 
and  attested  b^  a  justice  of  (he 
peace,  and  which  was,  in  part, 
proved  on  the  trial,  with  many  cor. 
roborating  circumstances  of  hisguilU 
35 
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He  said  that  a  trifling  quarrel 
happenltig  betvreen    thorn  on  the 
ISth  of  Maj,  1748)  about  ten  in 
fhe  morning,  he  itraek  her  with 
hit  open  hand,  and  made  her  cry  : 
that  she  going  out  of  the  house  to 
the  dunghill,  opposite  to  the  door, 
he  followed  her,  with  a  hook  in  his 
hand,  with  an  intent  to  kill  her ; 
but  before  he  came  up  to  her  he  set 
down  the  hook,  and  went  into  the 
house  for  a  knife :  he  then  came 
out  again,  took  hold  of  the  girl's 
left  hand,   and  cut  her  wrist  all 
round  to  the  bone,  and  then  threw 
her  down,  and  cut  her  to  the  bone 
just  abofe  the  elbow  of  the  same 
arm.     That,  after  this,  he  set  his 
foot  upon  her  stomaoh,  and  cut  her 
right  arm  round  about,  and  to  the 
bone,  both  on  the  wrist  and  ab'ore 
the  elbow.    That  he  still  thought 
she  would  not  die,  and  therefore 
took  the  hook,  and  cut  her  left 
thigh  to  the  bone ;  and,  observing 
she  was  not  dead  yet,  his  next  care 
was  to  conceal  the  murder ;  for 
which  purpose  he  filled  a  pall  with 
water  at  a  ditch,  and,  washing  the 
blood  o£f  the  child*s  body,  buried 
it  in  the  dunghill,  together  with  the 
blood  that  was  spilled  Vpon    the 
ground,  and  made  the  dunghill  as 
smooth  as  he  could ;  afterwards  he 
washed  the  knife  and  hook,  and 
carried  them  into  the  house,  cleaned 
the  blood  off  his  own  clothes,  hid 


thd  child's  clothes  In  an  old  cha«i* 
ber,  aod  then  came  down  and  got 
his  breakfast.  When  he  was  et« 
amined^  he  showed  very  little  eon^ 
cem,  and  appeared  ealy  and  cheeru 
ful.  All  he  alleged  was,  that  tho 
child  fouled  the  bed  in  wbicih  thej 
lay  together ;  that  she  was  salky^ 
and  that  he  did  not  like  her. 
(Judge  Hales  ordered  a  boy  of  tho 
same  age  to  be  hanged,  who  burnt 
a  child  in  a  cradle.*) 

This  ^  boy  murderer'  was  fbuni 
guilty,  and  sentence  of  death  proL 
nounced  against  him ;  but  he  was 
respited  from  time  to  time,  and,  oq 
account  of  his  tender  yeajrs,  was  at 
length  pardoned. 

If  we  were  not  well  aware  of  the 
frequent  negligence  of  keepers  of 
poorhouses  we  should  say  that 
this  premeditated  and  deliberate 
murder  could  not  have  been  ef. 
fected.  Several  hours  must  hate 
elapsed  during  the  shocking  trans« 
action;  where,  then,  was  the  care 
oyer  the  infant  paupers?  The 
oret-seers  of  the  poor,  in  many  So« 
stances,  are  extremely  attentive  to 
their  parish  dinners  ;  but,  were  they 
to  employ  the  time  lost  in  this 
sensuality  in  care  and  attendance 
to  the  morality  of  the  individuals 
placed  under  their  control,  such 
crimes  mlsht  be  avoided,  and  the 
child  of  charity  brought  up  in  the 
paths  of  industry  and  virtue. 


JOSEPH  RAWLINS,  alias  QREAT  JOE, 

EXECUTED  FOn  BURGLARY. 


Joseph  Rawlins  was  indil:tcd  at 
the  assizes  held  at  Winchester,  Tor 
the  year  1748,  for  burglariously 
breaking  into  the  dwelling-hon^e 
of  Mr.  Wakefield,  of  Solbome,  In 
the  county  of  Hants,  on  the  6th 


of  September,  1747,  and  stealing 
thereout  cash,  plate,  and  other 
effects,  the  property  of  the  said 
Wakefield. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  tlrif 
fellow,  at  the  head  of  thirteen  «Mve, 


*  Two  hoys,  and  small  for  their  years,  named  John  Bonn  and  Joseph  Leeeh,  Uic 
former  fourteen,  and  the  other  fifteen  jrears  old,  (br  a  street  robbery,  were  hanged  at 
Tyburn.  Let  children  beware  of  committing  crimes,  for  their  youth  will  not  always 
save  them. 
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awt  Ml  liie  di^  mi  the  robbarj  at 
Advene  Heatb,  in  Sussex,  vhelu)e 
the/  proceeded  to  Wookier  Forest, 
where  ihty  lay  ooncealed  till  th* 
et  ening.  Tbey  then  oKMiBted  their 
horses^  aad  arrived  about  eight  near 
Mr.  Wakefield's.  Jeremiah  Curtis, 
ooe  of  the  Yillaios,  rode  up  to  the 
Iwose,  and,  preteflMlieg  he  had  lost 
hb  way,  desired  to  be  set  right. 
The  mcQ^servaots  of  the  house 
ha? ing  iofbroed  huO)  he  asked  for 
tome  beer,  when  an  old  maid-ser. 
▼ant  went  to  draw  tome;  bat  he 
fbttud  great  fault  with  it,  and  called 
for  ale.  She  told  htm  that  her 
■Httter  hod  the  key,  and  was  gone 
to  bed.  On  this  he  rode  back  to 
bis  cempaoione,  who  immediate!/ 
eameup,  armed  with  blunderbusses 
and  pistols,  and,  pretending  to  bo 
officers,  demanded  the  master  of 
the  house,  insisting  that  he  bar* 
teured  ouUawed  smugglers.  Being 
answeeed  that  he  was  in  bed,  they 
broke  open  the  door,  and,  going 
np  to  Mr.  Wakefield's  room,  pre- 
sented a  blunderbuss  to  his  breast, 
and,  with  horrid  imprecations,  de« 
■Muided  where  he  kept  his  money. 
On  being  told  he  haid  no  money, 
they  pwlled  him  across  the  bed; 
yet  ttUl  he  persUted.  They  then 
told  him  to  point  out  his  plate; 
and,  fearing  to  be  murdered,  he 
ab#wed  Ihem  the  ohest.  ThU  they 
immediately  broke  open,  and  stole 
thereoat  a  silver  tankard,  a  salt, 
porringer,  salver,  and  twelte 
gpiew :  from  another  room,  four, 
teen  guineas,  a  silrer  watah,  and 
saveiml  other  things  of  value. 
.MaanwMe  the  prisoner  at  the  bar, 
Rawlins,  with  asioiher,  held  the 
horses  of  those  plundering,  fearing 
to  enter,  as  they  were  known  to 
the  family.  Another  of  the  party 
kept  guard  over  the  servants^  threat- 
ening them  with  instant  death  If 
they  stirred. 
Hafliig  plnndered  the  house  of 


every  portable  artirie  of  valaay  Ahey 
Feiurncd  to  Mr.  Wekofield,  and, 
with  dreadrnl  oaths,  demanded  two^ 
hundred  pounds,  widoh  they  insisted 
he  had  jnstneccived  at  Bristol.  He 
protested  that  he  had  received  no. 
thing;  upon  which  they  deagged 
him  out  of  bed,  and  swore  the^ 
would  carry  him  of  unless  he  die. 
covered  his  money;  but,  finding 
him  resolute,  they  let  bfan  go.  The 
next  day  the  thieves  divided  their 
boo4y,  of  which  tbe  prifoner  bad 
his  share. 

The  dd  servant  woman  who  had 
kindly  given  drink  to  the  first 
villain  swore  timt  tfaey  rifled  hit 
pockets  of  fiaar  shiUings.  , 

The  defence  aet  up  by  this  oUt 
offender  was  weak  and  ignorant; 
so  that  the  jury,  without  hcaita 
#on,  found  him  guilty,  and  he  was 
accordingly  eaecnted  at  Wsnokes^ 
ter,  Oct.  10,  1748. 

It  is,  without  doubt,  highly  ok* 
pedient  that  the  crime  of  burglar]^ 
should  be  poniibed  more  sewml)r 
than  any  other  speeiee  of  theft, 
shsce,  besides  the  loss  of  proper^^ 
tbere  is*  something  very  tonilie  ni 
the  mode  of  perpetratioo,  which  is 
often  productive  of  dreadful  effisoti* 

The  ancient  laws  made  a  marked 
distinction  in  the  punishment  be^ 
tween  this  offence,  wkich  wih  ealM 
Hamsokne  (which  name  it  retains 
at  present  In  the  northens  paris  <tf 
tills  kingdom),  and  robbing  akense 
in  the  day-time. 

It  Is  Impossible  to  reflect  wpon 
the  outrages  and  acts  of  violeooa 
continually  committed,  nMie  parti* 
cularly  In  and  near  the  metropolis, 
by  lawless  ravagers  of  property  smd 
deetroyers  of  lives,  ks  distnrbinf 
the  peaceful  mansion,  the  castle  of 
every  Englishman,  and  also  in 
abridging  the  liberty  of  travelling 
upon  the  public  highways,  without 
asking-^Why  are  these  eHormitiei 
suffered  in  a  cotmtiy  wkertthi 
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criminal  laws  are  supposed  to  have 
arrhred  at  a  greater  degree  of  per* 
fection  than  any  other  ? 

This  is  an  important  inquiry,  in- 
teresting in  the  highest  degree  to 
e? erj  member  of  the  body  politic* 

If,  in  pursuing  such  an  inquiry, 
the  situation  of  Holland,  Fland^, 
and  se?eral  of  the  northern  states 
on  ihe  Continent,  be  examined,,  it 
wifl  be  found  that  thb  terrific  e? il 
had  (we  allude  to  the  situadon  of 
those  states  pre?ioutly  to  the  late 
wart)  there  scarcely  an  existence ; . 
and.  that  OTen  the  precaution  of 
bolting  doors  and  windows  during 
the.  night  was  seldom  used:  aU 
though,  in  those  count ries,  from 
€ke-  opnlenee  of  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants, there  were  great  tempta. 
tioBS  to  plunder. 

This  security  did  not  proceed 
froM  seterer  punishments,  for  in 
Tery  few  countries  are  they  more 
sanguinary  than  in  England «  it  is 
to  be  attributed  to  a  more  correct 
and  energetic  system  of  police, 
joined  perhaps  to  an  early  and  ge- 
neral attention  to  the  employment, 
education,  and  morals,  of  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people:  a  habit  of 
industry  and  sobriety  is  thus  ac« 
quired,  which,  imbibed  in  early 
lifo,  ^  growawith  their  growth  and 
strengthens  with  their  strength/ 

Houses  intended  to  be  entered 
during  the  night  are,  in  general, 
preiiously  reconnoitred  and  ex. 
amined  for  days  preceding*  If  one 
ox  more  of  the  sertants  are  not  aU 
Beady  associated  with  the  gang,  the 
most  artful  means  arc  used  to  ob* 
tain  their  assistance;  and,  when, 
every  .  preTious    arrangement     is 

~B,  the  mere  operation  of  rob« 


bing  a  home  becomes  a  matter  of 
little  difficulty.  By  the  conni? ance 
and  assistance  of  immediate  or  for. 
mcr  serTsnts,  the  Tiliains  are  led  to 
the  places  where  the  most  Talnable, 
as  well  as  the  most  portable,  arti* 
des  are  deposited,  and  the  object 
b  speedily  attained* 

In  this  manner  do  the  principal 
burglars  and  housebreakers  pro. 
ceed :  and  let  this  information  senr e 
as  a  caution  to  e?ery  person  in  the 
choice  both  of  their  maie  and  female 
servants ;  since  the  latter  as  well  as 
the  former  arc  not  seldom  accom. 
plices  in  very  atrocious  robberies. 

It  frequently  happens  that  the 
burglars  make  their  contracts  with 
the  receivers  on  the  evening  before 
the  plunder  is  obtained,  so  as  to 
secure  a  ready  admittance  imme«v 
diately  afterwards,  and  before  day., 
break,  for  the  purpose  of  effectual 
concealment,  by  melting  plate,  obm. 
riteratiog  marks,  and  securing  all 
other  articles,  so  as '  to  place  them 
out  of  the  reach  of  discovery.  This 
has  long  been  reduced  to  a  regular 
system,  which  is  understood  and 
followed  as  a  trade.  Even  hack<- 
ney.coachmen  have  been  known  to 
promote,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the 
perpetration  of  burglaries  and  other 
felonies:  bribeii  by  a  high. reward, 
many  of  these  have  eagerly  entered 
into  the  pay  of  nocturnal  depreda. 
tors,  waiting  in  the  neighborhood 
until  the  robbery  is  completed,  and 
then  drawing  up  at  the  moment  the 
watchmen  are  going  their  rounds, 
or  off  their  stands,  for  the  purpose 
of  conveying  the  plunder  to  the 
bouse  of  the  receiver,  who  is  ge- 
nerally waiting  the  issue  of  the  en- 
terprise. 


TflOMAS  THOMPSON, 

UCECOTED  FOR  HORSC-STEAILNG. 

Thil  parents  oftbisofifender  lived    dying,  his  mother  and  a  numerous 
Otley,.  in  Yorkshire r  his  father    fHmily  ir ere.  left  in  very  incligcnt 
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circumstanccf.  Thomas  being  ar. 
rived  at  a  proper  age,  (he  parish, 
officers  proposed  binding  him  ap- 
prentice ;  bnt  he  declined  the  oficr, 
saying  he  should  prefer  g«iog  to 
sea  with  a  captain  who  was  come 
into  the  country  to  visit  his  mother 
and  other  relations.  He  accom- 
panied the  captain  to  Durham :  (he 
postmaster  of  that  city,  thinking 
him  an  active  and  promising  youth, 
hired  him  to  wait  upon  his  custom- 
cri  three  days  in  a  week,  and  to 
ride  post  on  the  others.  During 
the  three  years  that  he  remained  in 
this  station  he  was  guilty  of  steal. 
ing  money  out  of  letters,  and  of 
several  other  ac(s  of  delinquency  ; 
of  which,  however,  he  was  not  sus* 
pected  till  some  time  after  he  had 
quitted  his  master's  service. 

From  Durham  he  returned  to 
Olley  ;  but,  not  being  able  (o  pro- 
cure employment  there,  proceeded 
to  Kippon,  where  he  was  engaged 
as  a  waiter  at  (he  si^n  of  (hi*  King'ii 
Head.  In  about  three  months  he 
robbed  his  master  of  thirteen  pounds, 
and  absconded.  Going  again  to 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  he  learnt 
that  an  aunt  lately  deceased  had 
bequeathed  him  twelve  pounds ; 
and,  having  received  the  legacy, 
and  purchased  some  new  apparel, 
he  set  out  for  London,  where  in  a 
short  time  he  spent  all  his  money 
in  disorderly  houses,  among  women 
of  ill  fame.  Being  in  circumstances 
of  distress,  he  made  application  for 
relief  to  a  relation,  who  behaved 
to  him  with  great  tenderness  and 
generosity ;  notwithstanding  which 
ho  availed  himself  of  an  opportunity 
of  robbing  his  benefactor  of  two 
silver  spoons. 

He  offered  the  spoons  for  sale  to 
a  silverMnitfa  near  Charing  Cross ; 
but,  bis  honesty  being  suspected,  a 
messenger  was  dispatched  to  inquire 
whether  be  lived  at  the  place  he  had 
mentioned  to  the  shopkeeper.    Be- 


fore the  messenger's  retam  Tfaomp* 
son  effected  his  escape,  and  it  ap« 
pcared  that  he  had  given  a  false  di« 
rection.  In  a  few  days  he  was  met 
near  Exeter  'Change  by  the  silver* 
smith,  who  insisted  upon  his  going 
home  with  him ;  but,  being  a  maa 
of  an  easy  di:)  posit  ion,  he  was  pre* 
vailed  upon  by  the  entreaties  of  the 
young  villain  to  favour  his  escape* 
,  lie  now  again  returned  to  Otiey; 
and,  a  dance  being  held  there  one 
evening,  he  made  one  of  the  com* 
pany.  At  this  place  he  prevailed 
upon  a  young  woman  to  consent  to 
his  partaking  of  her  bed;  but  she 
dismissed  him  upon  discovering  that 
he  was  destitute  of  money.  Thusdis* 
appointed,  he  returned  to  the  house 
where  he  lodged,  and  broke  open  a 
box,  whence  he  stole  fifteen  shillings* 

Early  the  next  morning  he  stole 
a  horse,  and  rode  to  his  late  master's 
at  Durham,  where  he  said  he  was 
emnioyed  to  go  to  Newcastle  on 
important  business,  and  should  re*  • 
turn  on  the  following  day.  The 
innkeeper  believed  his  tale ;  and| 
upon  his  repeating  his  visit  next  day^ 
made  him  welcome,  and  expressed 
much  pleasure  at  the  seemingly 
favorable  change  in  his  situation* 
In  the  morning,  however,  the  bojr 
who  had  been  with  the  mail  to  Dar* 
ling' on  informed  Thompson  that  the 
hnc-and.cry  was  after  him  on  sut. 
picion  of  horse-stcaling.  In  conse* 
quence  of  this  intelligence  he  took 
the  roa<l  for  Scotland,  and,  selling 
the  stolen  horse  at  Berwick.upon* 
'J'weed,  proceeded  on  foot  to  Cock* 
burn's  Path,  and,  hiring  a  horse 
there,  rode  to  Dunbar,  where  hav. 
ing  slept  one  night,  he  set  out  for 
Edinburgh  in  a  postchaise* 

At  Edinburgh  he  pretended  to 
be  servant  to  a  military  officer,  and 
persuaded  a  young  woman  who  was 
servant  at  the  inn  where  be  lodged 
to  admit  him  to  a  share  of  her  bed* 
In  the  morning  she  discovered  that 
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ber  bot  had  been  broken  open,  and 
ber  money,  besides  two  gold  rings 
btqneathed  her  by  a  relation,  stolen 
thereoot.  She  accused  Thompson 
with  the  robbery,  and  threatened 
k  prosecution ;  but  was  appeased 
lipon  his  restoring  the  effects. 
'  His  next  expedition  was  to  Perth, 
Where  he  engaged  himself  as  servant 
to  a  military  officer.  His  master 
bdng  ordered  into  Yorkshire  upon 
tbe  recruiting  service,  Thompson 
accompanied  him ;  but,  thinking  it 
unsafe  to  remain  in  a  part  of  the 
Mutttry  where  he  was  well  known, 
bb  stole  a  horse  about  eleven 
o'cfoek  at  night,  and  took  the  road 
to  Nottingham.  For  this  offence 
he  was  tried  at  the  next  assizes,  and 
Sentenced  to  die ;  but,  interest  being 
made  in  his  farour,  he  received  a 
JpiUrdon  on  condition  of  transporta- 
tion for  fourteen  years. 

As  he  behaved  in  a  remarkably 
decent  and  regular  manner^  .the 
*  keeper  of  the  prison  granted  him 
many  indulgences,  which  he  deter- 
mined to  seize  an  opportunity  of 
making  use  of  to  his  own  adran. 
tage;  and,  accordingly,  observing 
that  on  some  occasion  the  maid- 
vervant  was  Intrusted  with  the  keys, 
Ike  seized  her  by  surprise,  and, 
taking  them  from  her,  recovered 
bis  liberty. 

'  Upon  lifs  escape  from  prison  be 
proceeded  to  London,  where  he  en- 
listed into  a  regiment  then  abroad, 
and  was  conducted  to  the  Savoy ; 
but,  being  soon  after  attacked  by  a 
fever,  he  was  sent  to  an  hospital. 
Being  tolerably  recovered  in  about 


two  months,  he  deserted,  and,  going 
to  Rochester,  enlisted  into  a  regi- 
ment lying  in  that  city.  About  five 
weeks  after  his  arrival  in  Rochester 
he  robbed  the  waiter  of  the  house 
where  he  was  quartered,  and,  again 
deserting,  travelled  to  Hatfield  in 
Hertfordshire,  where  he  enlisted  into 
a  third  regiment,  from  which  he  also 
deserted  in  about  six  weeks.  He 
now  went  to  Chichester ;  and,  hav- 
ing there  entered  Into  his  majesty's 
service  as  a  marine,  was  ordered  on 
board  a  ship  lying  at  Portsmouth. 
In  about  two  months  he  was  order- 
ed on  shore,  and  quartered  in  Chi- 
chester, where  he  robbed  his  lodg- 
ings, and,  having  stolen  a  mare  be- 
longing to  a  farmer,  rode  towards 
the  metropolu. 

The  farmer,  having  a  ralue  for 
the  beast,  hastened  to  London,  ex- 
pecting that  she  would  be  exposed 
for  sale  in  Smithfield.  He  put  up 
at  the  White  Bear,  in  Basinghall 
Street,  and  there  found  both  his 
mare  and  the  man  who  had  stolen 
her*  Thompson,  being  taken  before 
the  lord-mayor,  was  committed  for 
trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  where  he 
was  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  die. 

When  he  was  confined  in  the 
cells  of  Newgate  he  appeared  to 
be  struck  with  a  consciousness  of 
the  enormity  of  his  guilt.  He  con- 
stantly attended  divine  service  in 
the  chapel ;  and,  when  visited  by 
the  Ordinary,  behaved  In  a  manner 
that  evinced  the  sincerity  of  his  re- 
pentance. 

Thompson  suffered  at  Tyburn  on 
the  34th  of  October,  1748. 


JOHN  YOUNG, 

EXBCUTBD  FOa  POAQBRY. 


Tut  stibject  of  this  narrative  was 
born  of  a  Protestant  family  at  Del. 
last,  in  Irehind,  and  received  a  libe- 
ral education.  At  the  usual  time 
of  life  be  wak  apprenticed  to  a 


linen-draper  residing  in  the  town 
where  he  was  bom.  Havfng  served 
about  three  years,  his  master  died ; 
and,  as  the  widow  declined  busi- 
ness,   ha  engaged  as  clerk  to    a 
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viiolesale  dealer,  whose  goods  were 
priscipally  sent  to  the  London 
market  and  Chester  fiair. 

He  remained  with  his  employer 
tUl  bis  arrif  al  al  manhood ;  bat  at 
length  absconded,  in  consequenee 
of  one  of  hu  matter's  serrant- 
maids  proving  witb  ohild  by  him. 
He  intended  to  settle  in  Doblin  ; 
bot  in  bis  way  to  that  city  he  met 
with  a  recroitiiig'  party  belonging 
4o  the  fourth  regiment  of  foot,  who 
urged  him  tp  drink  till  be  became 
Iniaxicated^  and  then  pre? ailed  upon 
him  to  enlist. 

Yonng,  being  handsome  in  per- 
son aad  accomplished  in  manners, 
was  soon  distinguished  by  his  offi- 
cers, who,  upon  the  first  vacancy, 
fwomoted  him  to  be  a  sergeant. 
He  marched  from  Tonrnay  to  join 
the  regiment  at  Ghent,  in  Flanders, 
and  arrived  bot  a  few  dajs  preced. 
jmg  that  on  which  was  fonght  the 
terrible  battle  of  Fontenoy.  His 
behaviour  in  that  action  was  greatly 
eommesdcd  by  his  officers,  who, 
npoo  the  return  of  the  regiment  to 
(rfaent,  conferred  upon  him  many 
instances  of  particular  respect,  and 
appointed  -faim  paymaster  to  the 
cempany  to  which  he  belonged. 

The  regiment  in  which  Young  was 
a  sergeant  was  one  of  those  ordered 
Into  Scotland  for  the  purpose  of 
suppressing  tbe  rebdljoa,  which 
hcoke  out  soon  after  the  battle  of 
Fomtenoy ;  but,  as  a  considerable 
loss  of  private  men  bad  been  sus« 
taincd,  he  was  ordered  to  go  upon 
4be  recmiling  gerviee  to  Chester, 
Manebester,  Liverpool,  and  other 
places. 

The  recreifs  engaged  by  Young 
irete  .paid  the  bounty-money  with- 
out the  least  deduction,  aad  he 
mould  not  encourage  theqi  to 
epead  any  part  of  it  in  an  extrava. 
fant  or  useless  manner.  In  the 
apaoe  of  four  months  he  raised  a 
hundred  and  Afty  men  $  and  it  is 


presumed  that  the  strict  integrity 
of  his  eonductgreally  promoted  his 
success.  Upon  joining  his  regi- 
ment in  Scotland,^  his  officers  ad- 
vanced him  to  the  post  of  sergeant- 
major,  as  a  reward  for  his  services. 
At  the  battle  of  Falkirk  he  put  se. 
Tcral  of  the  rebels  to  death  with  his 
halbert,  and  behaved  in  other  re- 
spects with  remarkable  intrepidity* 

Upon  the  command  of  the  army 
being  assumed  by  the  Duke  of  Cum- 
berlaad>  the  regiment  to  which. 
Young  belonged  was  ordered  to  ' 
march  to  the  north.  On  account 
of  the  singular  bravery  they  dis- 
played at  the  battle  of  CuUoden, 
and  the  great  slaughter  of  mea,  this 
regiment  was  not  ordered  to  return 
to  Flanders,  but  permitted  to  re- 
main in  Scotland. 

Upon  tranquillity  being  re-esta- 
blished in  the  Highlands,  the  fourth 
regiment  was  appointed  to  perforp 
duty  in  Edinburgh  Castle,  and 
Young  was  dupatched  to  Bristol 
upon  a  recruiting  eapedition.  He 
enlisted  a  considerable  number  of 
men  at  Bristol,  and,  on  his  return 
to  Scotland,his  officers  compliment- 
ed him  witb  a  handsome  present. 
He  was  now  sent  to  raise  recruits 
in  Yorkshire ;  and,  while  at  Shef- 
field, in  that  county,  he  engaged  in 
a  criminal  intercourse  with  the 
wife  of  an  innkeeper,  who,  when 
he  was  preparing  to  depart,  secreted 
property  to  a  considerable  amount, 
and  feilowed  her  lever  to  Scotland. 
In  a  short  time  the  innkeeper  came 
to  Edinburgh  in  search  of  his  wife, 
and  complained'in  passionate  terms 
of  the  cruel  and  treacherous  treat- 
ment he  had  received.  The  nature 
of  his  connexion  with  the. woman 
being  made  public.  Young  appeared 
to  be  -greatly  disconcerted  when- 
ever he  met  with  persons  to  whom 
he  supposed  the  matter  had  been 
communicated;  but  in  justice  tlo 
bis  (^hacaoler  we  most  i»b6Qftae,.tbat/ 
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BO  far  from  encouragiog  the  woipan 
to  rob  her  huitband,  he  was  entirely 
ignorant  of  erery  thing  relating  to 
^at  matter  till  her  husband's  ar. 
rtfal  at  Edinburgh.  Notwith. 
standing  the  abore  affinir,  Young 
was  still  held  in  much  esteem  by  hb 
officers^  and  in  a  short  time  the 
regiment  was  ordered  to  proceed 
to  the  North,  and  remained  in  the 
royal  barracks  at  In?crness  for 
above  a  tweWemonth. 

Young  being  both  sergeant-major 
and  paymaster,  many  notes  on  the 
bank  of  Scotland  necessarily  came 
into  his  possessiion.  While  look- 
ing over  some  of  these  notes  in  the 
guard-room,  a  man  named  Parker, 
whom  he  had  enlisted  in  England, 
observed  that,  if  he  had  a  few  tools, 
he  could  engrave  a  plate  for  coun- 
terfeiting the  notes  on  the  Edio- 
burgh  bank.  Young  seemed  to 
give  but  little  attention  to  what  the 
other  said  ;  but  took  him  to  an 
alehouse  on  the  following  daj,  and 
requested  an  explanation  as  to  the 
manner  of  executing  the  scheme  he 
had  suggested.  Parker  informed' 
him  that,  besides  engraving  an 
exact  resemblance  of  the  letters  and 
figures,  he  could  form  a  machine  for 
printing  such  notes  as  should  not 
be  known  from  those  of  the  Scotch 
bank. 

In  short,  Young  hired  a  private 
apartment  for  Parker,  and  supplied 
him  with  e? ery  utensil  necessary  for 
carrying  the  ioiquitovs  plan  into 
effect ;  and,  in  a  short  time,  some 
counterfeit  notes  were  produced, 
bearing  a.  near  resemblance  to  the 
real  ones.  Upwards  of  six  months 
elapsed  before  the  fraud  was  de- 
tected. 

Orderi  being  issued  for  the  regi- 
ment to  march  to  England,  Young 
determined  to  procure  cash  for  as 
many  notes  as  possible  previously 
to  his  departure  from  Inverness, 
knowiiif  that  in  the  southern  parts 


the  forgery  would  be  liable  to  im* 
mediate  detection.  With  this  view 
he  applied  to  Mr.  Gordon,  who 
was  concerned  in  the  stocking* 
manufactory  at  Aberdeen,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  give  sixty 
pounds  in  cash  for  notes  expressing 
to  be  of  the  same  value. 

On  his  journey  from  Inverness, 
Mr.  Gordon  parted  with  several  of 
the  notes  at  different  places ;  buty 
upon  reaching  Aberdeen,  an  adver« 
tisement  in  the  newspapers,  in  tke 
name  of  the  governors  of  the  bank 
at  Edinburgh,  convinced  him  that 
he  had  been  deceived.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  Mr.  Gordon  wrote 
to  the  sheriff  of  Inverness,  who  im- 
mediately took  Young  into  custo- 
dy, and  found  three  hundred  notes, 
and  the  copper-plate  from  whidi 
they  had  been  printed,  in  his  pos- 
session. Parker  was  admitted  an 
evidence  for  the  crown,  and  Yovng 
was  removed  to  Edinburgh  for 
trial  before  the  High  Court  of  Jnt* 
ticiary.  After  a  trial  that  lasted 
a  whole  day,  he  was  pronounced  to 
be  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  suffer 
death. 

While  this  malefactor  was  under 
confinement  he  would  not  consent 
to  be  visited  by  the  clergy,  though 
several y  from  motives  of  humanity^ 
were  desirous  of  using  their  endea- 
vours to  prepare  him  for  eternity* 
He  was  informed  by  his  fellow- 
prisoners  that,  if  he  could  procras- 
tinate his  execution  beyond  the  ap- 
pointed time,  his  life  would  of  ne- 
cessity be  preserved ;  for  that  the 
crown  law  of  Scotland  declared  that 
condemned  prisoners  should  be  ex- 
ecuted between  two  and  four 
o'clock  on  the  days  expressed. 
Being  ignorant  of  the  law,  the  un- 
happy man  was  amused  by  tliia 
story,  and  hoped  to  escape  poiusfa- 
'ment  by  the  following  means :  be 
secured  the  strong  iron  door  of  the 
room  wherein  he  was  confined  in 
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such  a  manner,  that  when  the  gaoler 
caroe^  in  order  to  eondact  him  to 
the  place  of  execution,  he  coold  not 
gain  admittance. 

Upwards  of  fifty  carpenters, 
smiths,  masons,  and  other  artificers, 
were  sent  for,  to  open  a  passage ; 
bat  they  all  declined  undertaking  a 
business  which  they  deemed  to  be 
impracticable,  and  were  unaui- 
moatly  of  opinion  that  an  aperture 
could  not  be  made  in  the  wall 
without  endangering  the  whole 
fabric 

Matters  bemg  thus  circumstanced, 
the  lord-provost  and  the  rest  of  the 
magistrates  assembled  at  the  prison, 
and,  after  long  debates,  it  was  de« 
termined  to  form  an  opening  to  the 
room  by  breaking  through  the  floor 
of  that  immediately  above. 

The  opening  being  made,  the 
prisoner  leaped  up,  and,  seizing  a 
musket  from  one  of  the  city  guards, 
declared,  with  an  oath,  that,  if  any 
man  attempted  io  molest  him,  he 
would  immediately  dash  out  his 
brains.  Six  of  the  soldiers,  how. 
ever,  suddenly  descended,  and  one 
of  them  received  a  terrible  blow 
from  the  prisoner ;  but  he  was  im- 
mediately after  secured  by  the  other 
fife,  and  executed* 

John  Young  underwent  the  sen- 
tence of  the  law  in    the  Grass- 


market  of  Edlnbui^h,  about  six 
o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  19di 
of  December,  1748. 

Young  was  not  addicted  to  in. 
dulge  himself  in  expensive  plea« 
sures;  and  we  may  suppose  itiuit 
his  pay  as  a  private  soldier,  added 
to  the  emoluments  he  derived  from 
the  posts  of  sergeant-major  and 
paymaster  to  his  regimen^  woukl 
have  proved  equal  to  every  reason, 
able  gratification,  especially  in  m 
country  where  the  neoessariet  aiid 
conveniences  of  life  were  to  be  pro- 
ceed with  moderate  expense. 

It  mutt  be  acknowledged  that 
his  seduction  of  his  master's  maid, 
servant  and  the  innkeeper's  wife 
were  ofiences  of  a  most  heinoos 
nature;  but  in  other  respects  his 
character  was  unim  peached :  he  was 
highly  respected  by  his  officers,  and 
universally  esteemed  by  all  wIki 
were  acquainted  with  him ;  bo  was 
in  the  way  to  preferment,  and 
would,  in  all  probability,  have 
made  a  distinguished  figure  in  lUb, 
had  he  been  contented  to  proceed 
by  the  gradual  advances  to  fortuno ; 
but,  from  the  hint  given  by  Parker, 
he  conceived  the  iKipes  of  speedily 
amassing  great  riches,  without  con* 
sidering  that  wealth  unjustifiably 
obtained  must  necessarily  prove  the 
source  of  affliction  to  the  possessor. 


JOHN  WHITMORE  AND  JEREMIAH  DAWES, 

CONVICTED  AND  PUNISHED  POR  SEDITION. 

Soon  after  the  rebellion  was 
crushed  great  discontent  was  dis- 
covered in  several  private  meetings, 
which,  being  of  little  import  to  the 
commonweal,  were  passed  over, 
under  the  hopes  that  time  would 
reconcUe  jarring  opinions  to  the 
£unfly  on  the  throne:  but  it  was 
little  expected  that  the  spark  of 
sedition  would  be  fanned  into  a 
fiame  among  students  at  an  univer- 


sity; among  men  half-grown  in 
body,  and  still  weaker  in  mind. 

That  such  was  actually  the  case, 
however,  we  shall  show ;  and  to 
this  end  give,  verbatim,  the  pro* 
cUmation  of  the  vice-chancellor  of 
Oxford. 

^  Ata  meeting  of  the  vice-chanod- 
lor,  heads  of  houses,  and  proctors 
o(  the  University  of  Oxford,  on 
Monday,  April  II,  1748 : 
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<  Wbtreas  there  hare  been  lately 
Mme  fcry  tamnltuous  ditturbaooes 
and  outrages  conmitted  in  the  pnb- 
iit  streets  of  Oifoid  by  young 
tfik^lari  of  the  nnirenityy  particu- 
:hurly  ^n  the  23d  of  February  last 
ipiit^  amounting  to  a  notorioqs  in- 
anlt  on  his  majesty's  crown  and  go- 
-Yommeiit,  and  in  utter  contempt  of 
.tha  wholesome  law«  and  discipline 
joi  Ihb  uoirersity ,  and  the  governors 
tihereof:  we,  the  Tice^chancellor, 
kaads  of  houses,  and  proctors,  this 
-day  assembled,  think  it  incumbent 
on  us  to  make  thb  public  declata* 
'tkn  of  our  sincere  abhorrence  and 
4etestetion  of  such  factious  and  se. 
•  4Btioas  praetiees,  as  also  of  our  irm 
reaeilution  to  punish  all  offenders 
(of  what  state  or  quality  soever 
they  are)  who  shall  b%  duly  con. 
wtad  thereof,  according  to  the  ut- 
'tennoat  sererity  and  rigour  of  our 
atattttes. 

^  And  whereas  many  of  the  dit. 
aiders  eompbducd  of  have  been 
chleiy  aad  immediately  owing  to 
'aeholars  hating  fNrifate  entertain. 
Baants  and  company  at  their  cham. 
bers,  which  are  generally  attended 
with  great  intemperance  and  ex. 
ceas,  aad  alwaya  with  expense, 
that  are  both  needless  and  hurtful : 
*e  therefore  earnestly  recommend 
it  to  aU  bursars,  deans,  censors, 
and  tutors,  to  prevent,  as  much  as 
in  their  power,  this  u us totu table  and 
mischievous  practice,  and  to  oblige 
all  persons  to  attend  in  the  com- 
mon hail  at  the  usual  hours  of 
dinner  and  supper. 

^  Aad  as  these  irregularities  are 
*too  frequently  practised  (as  we 
Imre  reason  to  believe)  at  coAee. 
fcoMses,  cook-shops,  and  victoalling- 
houses,  all  proctors  and  magistrates 
til  the  uMi«e«sity  are  strictly  re- 
faired  to  be  vigUant  and  carefnl  in 


tiaiting  all  such  public  houses  and 
places  of  enterteinasent  and  idle, 
nesa,  and  in  duly  pnnbhing  all 
young  scholars  whom  thay  shall  at 
any  time  find  at  such  places  ;  and 
likewise  in  laying  a  mulct  on  the 
masters  or  uMstresses  of  such  hoasea 
for  receiving  and  entertaining  such 
scholars,  contrary  to  the  known 
rules,  orders,  and  stetntes,  of  the 
univer^ty. 

^  Given  under  our  hand  the  day 
and  year  above  mentioned. 

*  J.  PuRNELL,  Yioe. 
-Chancellor.' 

In  consequence  of  this  proclama- 
tion several  of  theae  beardless  strip- 
lings of  sedition  were  apprehended, 
and  removed  to  the  Court  of  King's 
Beaeh  at  Westminster,  to  teke  their 
trial  before  a  jury  of  their  country, 
and  John  Whitmore  and  Jeremiah 
Dawes  were  found  guilty.  Charlfa 
Luxmore,  after  a  trial  of  eight 
hours,  was  acquitted. 

On  Monday,  November  Sg, 
17^  tiMse  two  scholars  were 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench  to  receive  sentence, 
which  was,  ^  To  be  fined  five  noblea 
each,  to  suier  two  years'  imprison, 
ment  in  the  King's  Bench  prison, 
and  to  find  two  sureties  for  their 
good  behaviour  for  seven  years, 
themselves  to  be  bound  in  five  hno. 
dred  pounds,  and  their  securities  In 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  each ; 
and  that  they  immediately  walk 
round  Westminster  Hall,  with  a 
label  affixed  to  their  foreheads,  de. 
noting  their  crime  and  aentanoe, 
add  to  ask  patdon  of  the  several 
Courts.' 

They  accordingly  wei^e  each  la- 
bei4ed  on  tiia  forehead,  aad  led 
rouml  the  Hall,  stopping  at  each 
Court,  to  solicit  pardon  ;  aad  thffi 
sent  so  prison* 
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USHER  GAHAGAN  AND  TfeRENCE  CONNER, 

EXECUTED  POR  DIMINISaillCT  THE  CUERENT  COUC  OF  THE  KBAJCiir* 


Tm  CDOAty  of  Westinefltk)  in 
Inland,  gate  birtir  to  Usiicr  G^ 
frnfjUkj  who  hEYiQg)  by  the  indnlg*- 
Moe  of  hit  ptrentt,  recdTed  the 
advantage  of  a  liberal  odacation^ 
wattenttoTrinitj  College^  Dublin, 
wlRace  be  waft  reaioved  to  one  of 
tbe  Ions  of  Court,  in  the  hope  of 
liit  riiiiig  in  the  law,  in  which  se*- 
vara!  of  hit  relations  bad  become 


fie  had  been  instrncted  by  his. 
paraatt  in  the  Protestant  religion ; 
bnt,  falling  into  eompany  with  some 
priests  of  the  Romish  persuasion, 
thej  conrerted  him  to  their  failh, 
whiob  was  a  prindpai  obstacle  to 
bb  fating  adrancemeat  rn  life ;  for 
as  no  gentleman  can  be  admitted  a 
c»aaBellor.at«law  without  taking 
the  oaths  of  supremacy  and  abjura- 
tion, and  as  Afr.  Gahagan's  new 
fioth  proTented  his  complying  witb 
these  terms,  he  declined  any  further 
prosecntion  of  his  legal  studies. 

fits  parents  and  other  relations 
were  greatly  offended  with  his  con- 
dact ;  and  those  who  had  particn* 
larly  engaged  themseWes  for  the 
adraocemeat  of  his  fortone  forbade 
bim  to  Tisit  them,  through  iadigna- 
tion  at  what  ihej  concetred  the  im^ 
propriety  of  his  behaylour. 

libas  reduced  to  an  incapacity  of 
sapporting  himself,  he  sought  to 
retiere  his  circumstances  by  a  ma. 
trhnofiiai  scheme ;  and,  haying  ad- 
dressed the  daughter  of  a  gentleman^ 
he  obtained  her  in  marriage,  and 
reecrred  a  good  fortane  with  her ; 
bat,  treadng  her  with  undeserved 
•ererity^  she  was  compelled  to  re« 
lam  to  the  protection  of  her  re- 
latioiu. 

Bii  eonduet  having  now  rendered 
him  obooiious  to  his  acquaintance 
in  Oubliii^  he  quitted  that  city,  and 
repaired  to  London>  with^i  view  of 


sapporting  himseK  by  his  Hterary 
abilities. 

On  his  arriral  in  the  metropolis 
ha  aiade  some  connexions  with  the 
booksellers,  and  undertook  to  trans, 
hite  Pope's  ^  Essay  on  Man*  Into 
Latin ;  but,  becoming  connected 
with  some  women  of  abandoned 
character,  he  spent  hb  time  in  % 
dissipated  manner,  and  thus  threw 
himself  oot  of  that  employment 
which  might  have  afforded  him  a 
deeent  support. 

He  now  made  an  acquaintance 
a4th  an  Irishman  named  Hugh 
Coffey,  and  they  agreed  on  a  plan 
for  the  diminution  of  the  current 
coin.  At  thb  time  Gahagan  had  a 
lodger  named  Conner  (whose  case 
will  be  seen  in  the  sequel  of  this 
account);  and  it  being  agreed  to 
reeeife  bim  as  a  partner  id  this  ini- 
qoitons  scheme,  they  procured  pro- 
per took ;  and,  baring  collected  a 
snm  of  money,  they  filed  it  and  put 
it  off;  and,  procariog  more,  filed 
that  also,  and  passed  it  in  the  same 
ihanner. 

HaTing  continned  thb  business 
some  months,  during  which  they 
liad  sored  a  sum  of  money,  they 
went  to  the  bank  and  got  some 
Portugal  pieces,  nnder  pretence 
that  tiiey  were  Inten^ted  for  ox- 
portation  to  Ireland.  Thus  they 
got  money  repeatedly  at  the  bank^ 
but  at  length  one  of  the  teHers,  sas. 
pecting  iSMr  basiaess,  eommuni. 
cated  hb  suspicions  to  the  gover. 
flors,  who' directed  him  to  drink 
with  them,'  as  the  proper  method  to 
discover  who  they  were  and  what 
was  their  employraeat. 

In  pnrsuaace  of  this  »rder  he, 
on  their  next  appearance,  invited 
Ihem  to  drink'  a  gfeiss  of  wine  at 
the  Cffowa  tav«m,  near  Cripple. 
fUe;  to  whidi  they  readily  agneed) 
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and  met.  him  after  the  hours  of 
office. 

When  the  circulation  of  the  glass 
bad  suficlekitJ^  warmed  then^  6a. 
hagan,  with  a  degree  of  wesJLOess 
that  H  altogether  astonishing,  in- 
formed the  teller  that  he  acquired 
considerable  sums  by  filing  gold^ 
aad  even  proposed  that  he  should 
become  a  partner  with  them.  The 
gentleman  seemed  to  accede  to  the 
proposali  and,  having  learned  where 
they  lodg^,  acquainted  the  cashiers 
of  the  bank  with  what  had  passed* 

On  the  following  day  Coffey  was 
apprehended;  but  Gahagan  and 
Qonner,  being  suspicious  of  the 
danger  of  their  situaiioil,  vetired  to 
a  public  house,  caHed  Chalk  Farm, 
a  little  way  out  of  the  road  friMO 
London  to  Uampstead,  where. they 
carrivd  their  implements  for  iUrig : 
bat,  Coffey  hawing  been  admitted 
an  efideoce,  It  was  not  long  before 
the  place  of  their  retfeat  was 
Jinown;  on  which  they  were  ap« 
prehended,  and  lodged  in  Newgate, 

TereiKe  Conner  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  h«d  received  a  most 
liberal  education.  It  is  recorded 
of  him  that  he  was  so  perfectly  weH 
roadittiRdmaa  history  as  to  be  able 
to  turn  to  any  part  of  it  without 
4he  assistaace.of  an  index.  He 
wais«  by  birth,  heir  to  a  ookioder* 
able  fortune';  but  his.tathcr  d^ing 
.without  a  propet  adjustment  of  his 
affairs,  some  ititilcate  lawsuits 
were  the  consequence ;  so  that  the 
whole  estate  Mas  only  sufficient  te 
discharge  the  demands  of  the  gen*, 
tlemen  of  the  long  robe. 

Conner,  being  reduced  in  circum* 
stances,  came  to  London,  and,  be*, 
coming  acquatfited  with  Gahagan 
and  Coffey,  was  concerned  fin  di- 
minishiBg  the  coin,  aa  above  men. 
tioned. 

On  their  trial  the  evidence  of 
Coffey  was  positive;  asd,  being 
ffvpported  by  icaUateral  proofs^  the 


jury  CQoId  not  hesitate  to  find  them 
guilty,  and  they  received  sentence 
of  death. 

After  conviction,  the  behavlDnr 
of  these*  unhappy  men  was  stdetiy 
pr^^r  for  their  oircamstanoaac 
they  were  extremely  devout,  juid 
apparently  resigned  to  their  fate; 
but,  anxious  to  evad^  theignonfoj 
that  attended  them,  they  did  not 
neglect  those  means  which  they 
thought  might  have  the  remetett 
teadency  to  thmr  preservation  :  ia 
consequence  of  which  Mr.  Galla* 
gah  wrhte  the  former, '  and  Mr. 
Conntr  the  latter,  of  the  foUowing 
copies  of  verses  :-«* 

Tp'hU  Royal  Highness  Priwe  George,  Duh^ 
of  Corrwall,  and  eldest  Soti  to  his  Roytd 
Highuu  Frederic  Prince  of  Wak$  (if- 
UrwatiU  Kmg  Ge«rge  the  Tki^),  m  hf$ 
acting  the  Part  of  Cato  at  Ijeicestcr  Uoiuc, 

**  Ttuf  jam  regnat  Apollo.'— ^i»<». 

Hail !  lillfe  Cato,  tnught  lo  tread  the  stag^ 
Awl'ul  a$  Cato  of  the  Roman  age  ; 
How  vast  the  hopes  of  (Hy  roatarer  y^ars, 
WbeQ  in  the  hoy  such  manlj  pow«r  ap- 
pears ! 
Say,  what  spectator  but  did  pleas*d  admire 
To  hear  thee  talk  with  sage  Calonic  fire? 
A  tender  stripling  off  tl>e  royal  blood 
ilreatliuig  hiscoontry's  liberi^r  and- goad  I 
Wbai  I  apt  ore  warm'd  thy  princely  fatkcr'a 

breast  ? 
What  joy  thy  sceptred  grandsire  then  con- 

fest, 
BehoMing  thee,  a  Tyro  Iroin  die  mi»QoU 
Foreshow  ibe  wisdom  of  thy  future  rule  i 
And  Ned,  ihy  littic  Juba,  plav  his  part, 
Haif-fnrm*d  by  Nature  in  Bellona's  art ! 
Well  may  We  say,  when  Royalty  tiHH 
deigns 
To  grace  the  stage^  that  now  Apollo  reigBf, 
Whose  tuneful  handmaids  should  exult  to 

see 
Saoh  regal  lionours  done  to  them  in  thee  $ 
.Nor  less  tiiy  shade,  0»  Addison,  lejoioe 
Tfo  6nd  that  Catq  made  a  Cato's  choice. 

Lo  !  Britain  glories  in  thy  years  lo  tr^ce 
~A  buskin*d  hero  of  the  Brunswick  race  ; 
Her  stng^  now  trod  (though.  Collier,  once 

thy  scorn) 
By  <esiin'd  monarcbs,  and  high  princes 

born: 
Augusta,  too,  some  king's  allotted  bride. 
Adorns  her  scenes,  and  gires  an  e^oal 

pride. 
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And  Edward   shine  dread  leader  of  the 

field; 
Wkn  thoa  a  Cato's,  he  a  Juba's  imk 
Perlbrfli  in  real  aocion*  not  in  mttfqntf ; 
At  hone,  when  thoo'tt  thy  bdttotrj't  go«d 

enhance. 
While  he  abroad  shall  iteu  the  pride  of 

France ; 
When  thou'lt  estahHth  Barape'a  wivli'd  te- 

pote, 
ReCaraing  he  the  gates  of  Janoseteto; — 
Then,  then  Britannia  aiay  with   reason 

boast. 
Nor  think  her  blood  or  treasure  fruitless 

O,  aMjr  she  hail  (bot  late)  the  gtorious 

day. 
When,  exercising  thus  imperial  sway, 
Of  sire  and  grandsnre's  virtoes*  thou  pos* 

sest, 
^balt  gently  rale,  and  make  thy  people 

bless'd  ; 
When    harassM     Europe,    rescued  .from 

alaroM, 
Shall  owe  her  rest  to  George  and  Bdwftfd's 

arms. 
Koos'd  with  the  thought,  and  impotently 

vain, 
I  DOW  wonld  iaonch  into  a  nobler  strain ; 
fiat  see!  the  captive  Muse  forbids  the  lays. 
Unfit  to  stretch  the  merit'  1  would  praise. 
Sadk  at  whose  heels  no  galling  shackles 

ring 
May  raise  the  Toicef  and  boldly  tpuch  the 

string; 
CrampM  hand  and  foot,  while  I  Tii  gaol 

most  stay, - 
Dfaading  each  hoar  the  execution^dAy ; 
Peal  vp  in  den,  opprobrious  ahns  lo  orajpe,- 
Ho. Delphic  cell,  ye  gods!    nor  Sybil's 

cate; 
ICor  will  my  Pegasus  obey  the  rod, 
With  massy  iron  barbaionsly  shod ; 
Thrice  I  easay'd  to  for^e  him  uj^  tbe  height. 
And  thcice  the  painful  &y  ves  re&train'd.his 

fl^ht.  '^   ^ 

So  when  a  sickly  snake  attempts  to  crce^, 
6r  efiaib  some  slippery 'ruck,  ovditdi^s 

Scarce  lulf  her  length  ad  vane 'd,  she  back- 
ward falls. 
And  io  slow  Tolumes  Fangaishingly  tr^ls. 

Tfkar  Oraee  fheDuchaBo/QneeniberTy:  a 
PoetiaU  Mdrem,  by  Terence  C^wer^  in 
AeCelUrf  Newgate. 

'Latoram  misero  te  roihi  tdbar  opttm.' 
Otid. 
Thoa  great  protectress  of  the  Aonian  strain, 
Support  in  each  coteroporary  reign ; 


Brightest  devotieM  at  the  Deliaa  slwine^ 
Oft  sung  and  cosited  by  the  Meced  Niiie  ; 
If  e'er  thy  kindredVof  iatauRtai  ilsme* 
The  Muses  lor'd,  nor   scom'd  aj  poef  s 

name ; 
IfVer  thyself  veuehsefed  totoeohthe  lyre, 
Aad  joined  with  open  Toice  the  ceiMlel 

quire; 
If  on  the  canvass,  to  describe^ the  face. 
With  animated  bloom  and  living  grace. 
To  draw  the  vernal  fiower,  and,  tinging, 

shape    : 
The  peach,  the  melon,  and  the  ripen'd 

grape;' 
To  mark  eacH  story,  holy  or  profane. 
Move  in  the  landsoape,  and  to  vision  plain; 
I(  these,  wiih:coortly  wit  and  eloqaence. 
Be  gifts  Apollo  did  to  thee  dispense, 
(Which  sure  they  are,)  in  chanty  regard 
The  meanest  6f  his  sons,  a  captive  bard ; 
Far>  far,  alas !    (torn  home  andj  native 

clime. 
The  first,  perhaps,  that  did  in  Newgate 

rhyme ; 
The  first,  perhaps,  beneath   his  dreadful 

'  doom. 
That  ever  moonted  the  poetic  loom. 

O  !  born  thyself  of  high  Pierian  blood. 
Boast  of  the  times,  nor  yet  more  leam'd 
Difptlian  good, 

lay  thy  bounty  where  a  life's  at  stake. 
And  save  the  wretched  for  the  poet's  sake ; 
The  poet  pent  in  narrow  darkling  cell. 
With    vagrants  and    bandittis   forced    to 

dwell; 
In  pond'rous  gyves  of  iroi^  rudely  bowid> 
A  stone  his  pillow,  nif  d  bis  bed  the  ground  ; 
One  penny  loaf  the  banquet  of  a  day, , 
And  chifhng  water  to  dilute  bis  clay; 
Broke  every  morning  of  bis  painful  rest. 
The  scorn  of  turnkey's,  and  the  keeper's 

jest; 
Sternly  rebuk'd  if  he  the  least  complains. 
And  menac'd  with'  a  doable  load  of  cbaini. 
Tims  dky  aftd  night  diteonsolute  I  spend, 
Unpit^ed,  a#d  d^^arr'd  of  every  friend  ; 
Deserted  by  the  Muses,  as  by  men. 
Save  Elegeia's  visits  now  and  then  ; 
Daughtcrof  gfief,'  and  evcr-plainlive  l^us^ 
Taught  only  songs  of  sorrow- to  infuse. 
Djre  comfort!    thankful  yet  am  I,  chat 

she 
Insph-es  these  lines,  O  Queensberry  !  to 

thee. 
Thou  then,  from  infknt  years  brouglit  up 

at  courts. 
Directress  of  their    household   and   their 

sports— 
The  brilliant  gn^ce  of  both  the  Georgi^s* 

,     ?e*^'  .    # 

In  wit  facetious,  and  iu  council  sage- 
Allow,  as  heretofore,  the  same  access, 
Pity  this  bard,  and  banieih  his  distress ; 
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And  HiCteoede  to  save  a  kmi  of  OB.v'a  ;* 
Nor  be  it  e#«r  laid,  in  B»itiih  land* 
That  a  poot  bard  was  mctciksslj  haag'd* 

Oafaagaii^  as  we  bave  already 
siHiwn,  wtis  an  excellent  tehelar^ 
He  was  the  editor  of  ^  Brhidley's 
beaatiful  edition  of  the  Classics.' 
He  translated  Pope's  ^  £ssay  on 
Criticism'  into  lAtin  Terse;  tind, 
while  in  prison,  translated  into  the 
same  language  ^  The  Temple  of 
Fame'  and  ^  The  Messiah  ;'  which 
he  dedicated  to  the  Dake  of  New. 
castle,  then  prime  minister,  in  hopes 
of  obtaining  a  pardon.  Was  it  not^ 
compassionate  reader,  a  pity  that 
such  a  life  was  not  spared  ?    A  co- 


tempvrviy  pMi  mMtt&mA  to  Hai 

the  following  lines  :— 

'  Wbo  without  rapture  can  tbj  mimbera 

r#ad? 
Who  bear  tby  fate,  taxd  sornow  Dottoeoeed  f 
Wbo  not.  OiNMlole  tbee  betwixt  fear  and 

hope? 
Who  not  admire   diee^  tbot  traoaletief 

Pope — 
TranalMittg  Popeia  aeweMi^ing  laDrt» 
Berefl  of  books,  of  liberty,  and  case  ^ 
Translatiag  Pope,  beaeath  vvefest  doe». 
In  numbers  worthy  oU  Aianstan  Ronai 
Whose  ablest  sons   might  glory  in  tby 

stmiM, 
Though  sung  in  massy,  dire,  incuflih*ring 
•  I?* 


These  unfortunate  gentlemen  saf« 
fered  at  Tyburn  on  the  20tb  of  Fe«. 
bruary,  1740. 


THOMAS  NEALE  AND  WILLIAM  BOWEN, 

EXBCDTED  FOR  HIOHWAlT  BOBBEBT. 


Thomas  Nbale  was  a  natire  of 
l>enbigh,  in  North  Wales,  and 
trained  to  the  business  of  bus. 
bandry;  but,  quitting  the  country 
while  young,  he  entered  on  board 
a  man  of  war ;  and  soon  became  so 
reSMrkable  for  that  Itind  of  brutal 
bravery  which  is  too  often  distin. 
guished  by  the  name  of  courage, 
that,  when  it  was  necessary  to  em* 
ploy  press^angs,  he  was  frequently 
put  at  their  h^,  in  which  station 
he  gave  such  proofs  of  an  unrelent- 
ing disposition  as  seemed  fully  to 
justify  the  choice  that  bad  been 
made. 

The  proclamation  of  peace  occa- 
sioning the  discharge  of  many  sea- 
men, Neale  was  paid  off;  and, 
bringing  his  wages  to  London,  he 
soon  Wasted  his  money  in  the  most 
dissipated  manner,  and  in  the  worst 
of  company :  and  then  had  recourse 
to  the  dangerous  practices  of  a  foot, 
pad  robber. 

On  a  particular  occasion  he  stole 
a  tankard  from  an  inn  in  Hert- 


forsdhire,  for  which  he  was  appre- 
hended, and  lodged  in  theoonnty 
gaol  t  and,  being  tried  at  the  next 
assizes,  was  capitally  convicted; 
but  obtained  a  pardon  on  the  con* 
dition  of  transporting  himself  for 
seven  years,  through  the  hitereitof 
the  late  Duke  of  Cumberland* 

Having  given  bail  thus  to  trans, 
port  himself,  be  entertaiaed  m» 
thoBght  of  feliMing  the  coninset  | 
but,  Irotnediately  associating  with 
Bowen  and  other  villains,  they 
committed  a  lOiieiy  of  robberiei  fai 
tbe  Afjaceftcies  of  London. 

William  Bowen  was  a  native  of 
Londonderry,  in  Ireland.  Bis 
parents,  who  keptaa  inn,  andlLred 
respectably,  proposed  that  he  should 
succeed  tbem  in  their  business ;  but 
an  attachment  to  bad  company  led 
him  astray  from  the  paths  of  duty. 

His  father,  dying  just  before  be 
came  of  age,  kft  him  the  ion^  on 
the  condition  of  bis  supporting  hit 
mother^  a  brother,  and  two  jp«BBg 
sisters;  but  the  young  man,  deaf 
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to  cnrery  ptUddnt  consMtoratVm,  a»« 
»ooiatcd  with  people  whoae  circmniu 
ttancet  were  mudi  superior  to  Me 
OW119  to  the  negleet  of  Ihat  bitskleM 
which  woebl  bftve  supported  tJiid 
family. 

Aware  Qf  the  decaf  of  hts  tnide^ 
ftsd  the  coDMqeeot  min  thaistak^ 
him  in  the  face,  he  eame  over  to 
Loodon  with  all  the  cash  he  coy  Id 
secure,  aAd  fell  Into  company  with 
people  who  assisted  him  to  spend 
hb  money ;  and,  wheli  ihat  was 
gone,  he  entered  on  board  a  ship  as 
a  common  sailor.  .«» 

The  seamen  ha?ing  received  tiieir 
wages,  Bowen  got  into  company 
with  his  old  associates  and  some 
women  of  ill  fame,  with  whom  he 
spent  io  the  last  shilling,  and  then 
had  recoursje  for  support  to  the 
committing  robberies  in  the  neigh, 
borbood  of  London;  particiilakriy 
Bear  Stepney  and  Mile  End. 

One  of  Bo  wen's  com  paalons  being 
apprehended  for  picking  pocket, 
he  and  others  joined  to  rescoe  him 
as  the  peace-officers  were  conveying 
him  to  Newgate  in  a  coach. 

The  public  being  alarmed  by  this 
daring  rescue,  Bowen  did  not  think 
it  safe  to  stay  in  London ;  and, 
hayidg  heard  that  his  brother,  then 
a  seaman,  was  at  Lirerpdol,  went 
Either  in  search  of  him :  but,  on 
Iris  arrival,  he  learnt  that,  having 
received  a  large  sum  ai  prise^mo. 
licy,  he  had  sailed  to  »ec  bis  friends 
in  Ireland. 

Bowen  immedhitdy  wrote  to 
Londonderry;  but^  not  having  a 
letter  in  return,  he  came  to  the  mew 
trqpolis  in  the  most  distreased  car. 
cumstanoes ;  when,  going  to  a  house 
where  he  had  formerly  Mged,  he 
was  informed  that  Neale  had  been 
to  inquire  for  him;  and  on  the 
following  day  Ncale  came  to  see 
him,  in  company  with  a  man  naorod 
VinceBt, 


After  drinking  t^giAtr^  <Neal» 
said  to  B^wen,  ^  Com*  and  takea 
ride  with  ite«'  Bowea  iaid  he  kAl 
no  money ;  but  the  otiier  tald  him 
thnt  would  soon  be  proo«#ed4  On 
thife  Neal«  went  out  to  Wrrntr  faital 
a  pur  of  boots ;  while  Bowon  waitt 
with  YincenttoliitlodfingA)  w^ere 
the  letter  gave  him.  a  iMbi0rr4lid  4 
pair  af  pistols,  which  Bowen  oaa^ 
cealed  Under  a  great  ooat^  and  t|ian 
all  the  parties  met  at  an  alehoil8b4* 
South  wark,  whence  thby  wAt  t4 
an  inn^  and  hired  horses^  an  tha 
pretence  of  going  to  Gravasatid} 
instead  of  which  they  went  towards 
Kingston^  where  Vincent  had  a  re. 
lation  who  belonged  to  the  Okfoid 
Blues.  ) 

III  their  way  they  pulrchaled  « 
whip  for  Bowen,  and  loaded  thaftr 
pistols.  On  their  arrival  at  Kings^ 
ton  they  went  to  a  public  hoilsa'$ 
and,  sending  for  Viacibt's  kwt^ 
man,  they  all  dined  together,  and 
drank  theraseltes  iota  a  stite  of 
perfect  intoxication. 

Having  paid  their  reckoninc^ 
they  mounted  thieir  horses^  deftea^ 
mined  on  the  commission  of  robu 
bery;  and,  meeting  a  gentleasan 
named  Ryley,  Bowen  puMed  kiA 
from  his  horse^  and  in  theaamaaih 
stant  quitted  his  own.  Mr.  Rytof 
ran  off;  but  Bowen,  tollowihg  bim, 
threw  him  down,  and,  kneeling  a« 
his  breast,  the  other  eatrebtad  thfli 
he  would  not  hurt  him*  Botrt^ 
threatened  his  instant  deslmdtsaiL 
if  he  did  not  quietly  satoiit ;  anA, 
having  robbed  him  of  his  tTaAc^ 
and  money,  bade  him  ran  after  hia 
horse,  which  bad  qniUAtiie  plate 
on  Neale's  whipping  hla»^  atid«  in 
the  interim,  Vincent  watehtod|  tost 
any  person  should  come  up  to  i»> 
torrupt  tiiero. 

The  highwayaaen  now  rod^to^ 
wards  L^don,  and,  when  thejr 
came  near  Wandsworth,  determmitti 
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to  go  to  Folfcani,  and  tbence  to 
town  bj  tiie  waj  of  Hjde-park 
Goraer.  HaTing  ditided  the  booty 
(except  a  thirty.six  shilling  piece, 
which  Bowen  secreted)  at  the 
Gfeybomid  Inn,  near  Piccadilly, 
th^  sapped  and  slept  at  that  house. 
In  the  morning  they  told  the 
landlord  that  they  wanted  to  go  to. 
wmrds  Highgate,  bat  were  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  road.  As  they 
liad  been  good  custooiers,  the  land, 
lord  begged  to  treat  them  with  half 
a  pint  of  rum,  and  then  went  a 
little  way  with  them,  to  show  them 
tlie  ncArest  road. 

Hating  arri? ed  at  Highgate,  they 
drank  at  that  place,  and  then  de- 
termined to  proceed  to  Bamet,  at 
whicfa  place  they  put  up  their 
Imrsei,  and  called  for  rum  and 
water,  of  which  they  swallowed 
sacb  quantities  that  Vincent  and 
Bowen  fell  fast  asleep. 

In  the  mean  time  Neale  endea. 
▼ored  to  secrete  a  silver  pint  mug ; 
but,  being  detected  in  the  attempt, 
he  was  taken  before  a  magistrate ; 
asid,  loaded  pistols  being  found  on 
liim,  orders  were  given  that  his 
companions  should  likewise  be 
taken  Into  custody;  and  all  of 
them  were  lodged  in  the  county 
giol. 

At  the  next  assizes  an  order  was 
«ade  for  their  discharge  (as  nothing 
4>peared  against  them)  on  their 
ghlng  security  for  their  good  be. 
iMiTioar.  For  this  purpose  they 
wrote  to  London  to  procure  bail ; 
bat  Mr.  Ryley,  hearing  that  three 
men  of  doubtful  character  were  in 
the  gaol  df  Hertford,  went  thither, 
and  immediately  knew  that  they 
I  ^ere  the  parties  by  whom  he  had 
-been  robbed. 

Hereupon  a  detainer  was  lodged 
Ugainst  them,  and  they  were  re- 
moTed  for  trial  at  the  Surrey  as. 
•lies,  previous  lo   the  holding  of 


which  Viocont  was  admitted  an  e? i- 
dence  for  the  crown.  Hb  testi- 
mony corroborating  that  of  Mr* 
Ryley,  Neale  and  Bowen  wero 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  die. 
Being  lodged  in  the  New  Gaol/ 
Soothwark,  Bowen  was  taken  ill, 
and  continued  so  till  the  time  of  hb 
execution.  He  behaved  with  some 
degree  of  resignation  to  hb  £ate  ; 
but  was  riolent  in  hb  exclamations 
against  Vincent,  on  account  of  hb 
turning  evidence. 

Neale  evinced  no  concern  on  ac- 
count of  his  unhappy  situatioa,  bnt 
behaved  In  a  manner  more  hardened 
than  language  can  express.  At  the 
place  of  execution  he  paid  no  re* 
gard  to  the  devotions,  but  laughed 
at  the  populace  while  he  played  with 
the  rope  which  was  to  put  a  period 
to  hb  life.  After  the  cap  waa 
drawn  over  his  face  he  pat  it  op 
again,  and  addressed  the  people  in 
the  following  shocking  terms  :  *  I 
shall  very  soon  see  my  Lord  BaU 
merino.  He  was  a  very  good  friend 
of  mine :  so  that  is  what  I  had  to 
say,  and  damn  you  all  togeth  cr 
He  then  drew  the  cap  over  his  eyes, 
and  was  launched  into  eternity. 

These  men  were  hanged  at  Ken. 
nington  Common  on  the  22d  of 
August,  1749. 

Without  adverting  to  the  crime 
for  which  these  men  su fibred,  it  b 
impossible  to  dismiss  this  story,  and 
not  take  notice  of  the  horrid  and 
unexampled  manner  in  which  Neale 
quitted  the  world.  Shocking  as  the 
practice  of  swearing  is  at  all  times, 
a  curse  denounced  on  our  neighbour 
at  the  moment  of  quitting  life  ^ 
something  in  it  too  dreadful  even 
to  be  thought  of.  It  b  but  Chris, 
tian  charity  to  hope  that  thb  man 
was  in  a  state  of  frenzy  when  he 
pronounced  his  last  words;  for 
what,  otherwi:ie,  can  we  think  of 
the  fate  of  the  wretch  who  could 
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tlius  quit  this  mortal  being  ?  The 
most  hardoiied  are  generally  serious 
on  so  dreadful  an  occasion  ;  and, 
indeed,  it  would  be  dooMy  dreadful 
if  they  were  not. 

We  know  that  the  Difinc  Au- 
thor  of  our  being  is  a   God   of 


infinite  mercy  ;  but  we  should  re. 
member  also  that  he  is  a  God  of 
justice! 

'  Henceforth  let  Honour's  path  be  trod, 

Nor  villains  seek  in  vain 
To  mock  the  sacred  laws  of  Qor), 
And  s;ive  their  neighbours paiti.* 


'  Oh  *  what  are  these  ? 


BENJAMIN  TAPNEa,  JOHN  COBBY,  JOHN  HAMMOND, 
WJLLIAM  JACKSON,  WILLIAM  CARTER,  RICHARD  • 
MILLS  THE  ELDER,  AND  RICHARD  MILLS  THE 
YOUNGER  (FATHER  AND  SON), 

IXECUTID  Foil  MURDER. 

less  dangerous,  and  much  more 
cruel.  These'  were  fellows  wha 
preyed  upon  the  public  by  de- 
frauding the  reTenue,  in  landing 
goods  without  a  regular  entry  and 
payment  of  the  duty.  All  mer- 
cantile nations  have  regulations  of 
this  nature ;  and  indeed  they  are, 
in  some  measure,  necessary  for  the 
regulation  and  protection  of  com*, 
merce,  which  in  Britain  is  a  main 
spring  of  the  commonweal. 
36 


Death's  miabtcrt,  not  roen,  who  thus  deal 

death 
Jiihoraunly  to  roan,  and  roaltiply 
Ten  thousand  fold  the  sin  of  him  who  slevr 
His  (brother ;  for  of  whom  such  massacre 
Hake  thev,  but  of  their  brethren — men  of 

menf'  Paaaoise  Lost. 

While  London  and  its  euTiVons 
were,  about  this  time,  beset  with 
gangs  of  highwaymen,  pickpockets, 
and  swindlers,  the  country  was  in. 
fested  with  leagues  of  villains  not 

yoL.  II. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


34        KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'8  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


The  smngglers  on  tbe  sea-coaftt 
ffMrmerly  wentin  parlies  sufficiently 
strong  to  oppose  (he  officers  of 
the  excise^  and  sometimes  even  to 
menace  parties  of  the  military  sent 
to  apprehend  them.  Whenever  a 
custom-house  officer  unfortunately 
fell  into  their  hands,  he  was  bar- 
barously tortured,  and  often  mur- 
dered.  A  more  cruel  murder  than 
this  we  are  about  to  detail  is  not  to 
be  found  in  these  Tolumej ;  and  we 
much  question  whether  the  judicial 
annals  of  Europe  can  fumbh  any 
more  diabolical. 

Tho  two  unfortunate  sufferers 
wbo  were  mvfdered  by  this  despe. 
rale  gang  were  William  Gralley  the 
eUbr,  a  custom-house  officer  of 
Sovthampton,  and  Daniel  Chater, 
a  shoemaker  of  Fording.bridge. 
These  men  haTing  been  sent  to  gire 
information  respecting  some  cir. 
Cttmstances  attending  the  daring  , 
burglary  at  the  custom-house  at 
Po^e^  and  not  returning  to  their 
rispectif  e  homes,  a  suspicion  arose 
that  they  had  been  waylaid  and 
maidered  by  the  smugglers,  and  a 
aaardi  fer  them  was  therefore  in. 
stkttM. 

Those  employed  for  thb  purpose, 
after  every  inquiry,  could  hear  no 
certain  tidings  of  them,  fear  of 
the  smugglers'  resentment  silencing 
sueh  inhabitants  on  the  road  over 
which  they  had  carried  the  unfor- 
tunate  men  as  were  not  in  con- 
nexion with  them.  At  length  a 
Mr.  Stone,  following  his  hounds, 
came  to  a  spot  which  appeared  to 
bave  been  dug  not  long  before, 
and,  from  the  publicity  of  the  cir- 
cumstanca  of  Uie  men  above  men- 
tioned being  mused,  he  conjectured 
^at  there  they  might  have  been 
burled,  and  thereof  gave  immediate 
information.  Upon  digging  there, 
nearly  seven  feet  in  the  earth,  the 
Ttmaios  of  Galley  were  found,  but 
In  so  putfid  a  state  as  not  to  be 


known,  except  by  the  clothetf. 
The  search  after  Chater  was  now 
pursued  with  redoubled  vigilance, 
and  his  body  was  found  in  a  well  (six 
miles  distant  from  the  burlal-placa 
of  Galley)  in  Harris's  Wood,  near 
Lady  Holt  Park,  with  a  quantity 
of  stones,  wooden  rails,  and  earth, 
upon  it 

At  a  special  commission  held  at 
Chichester,  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1749,  Benjamin  Tapner,  John  Cob^ 
by,  John  Hammond,William  Carter, 
Richard  Mills  the  elder,  and  Richard 
Mills  the  younger,  were  indicted 
for  the  murder  of  Daniel  Chaler ; 
the  three  first  as  principals,  and  the 
others  as  accessories  before  the  fact  t 
and  William  Jackson  and  William 
Carter  were  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  William  Galley. 

Benjamin  Tapnor  was  a  native  of 
Aldington,  in  Sussex,  and  worked 
.  for  some  time  as  a  brieklayer ;  but, 
being  of  an  idle  disposition^  he  soon 
quitted  his  business,  and  associated 
with  a  gang  of  smugglers,  who  had 
rendered  themselves  formidable  to 
the  neighborhood  by  their  lawless 
depredations. 

John  Cobby  was  an  illiterate 
country  fellow,  the  son  of  James 
Cobby,  of  the  connty  of  Sussex, 
labourer,  and  joined  the  smugglers 
a  little  time  before  he  was  thirty 
years  of  age. 

John  Hammond  was  a  labouring 
man,  bom  at  Berstead,  in  Sussex, 
and  had  been  a  smuggler  some  time 
before  be  was  apprehended  for  the 
above-mentioned  murders,  which 
was  when  he  was  almost  forty  years 
old. 

William  Jackson  was  a  native  of 
Hampshire,  and  had  a  wife  and 
large  family.  He  was  brought  up 
to  the  business  of  husbandry  ;  but 
the  hope  of  acquiring  more  money 
in  an  easier  way  induced  him  to 
engage  with  the  smugglers^  which 
at  length  ended  in  his  ruin. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.         SS 


William  Carter,  of  Rowland's 
Cattle,  in  Hampshire,  if  as  the  son 
of  William  Carter,  of  £a8tmean,  in 
tiM  same  coonty,  thatcher.  He  was 
abottt  tke  age  of  thirty»nine,  and 
bad  practised  smutting  a  consi. 
derable  tinie  before  the  perpetra- 
tion of  the  fact  which  led  to  his 
destruction. 

Richard  Mills,  the  elder,  was  a 
natire  of  Trotton,  in  Sussex,  and 
bad  been  a  horse-dealer  bj  profes. 
sion ;  but  it  is  said  that  a  failnre  in 
that  bvsiness  induced  him  to  com- 
mence smuggler ;  and  he  had  been 
long  enoogh  in  that  illicit  practice 
to  become  one  of  the  most  hardened 
of  the  gang. 

Richard  Mills,  the  yonnger  Jired 
at  Stcdham,  in  Sussex,  and  for  some 
time  followed  his  father's  profession 
of  horse-dealing;  but  unfortunately 
making  a  connexion  with  the  smug- 
glers, he  came  to  the  same  ignomi- 
nious  end  as  his  companions,  in  the 
thirty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

The  two  men,  Galley  and  Chater, 
were  proceeding  on  Sunday,  Feb* 
14,  1748,  to  Major  Battine,  a  jus- 
tice  of  the  peace,  at  Stanstead,  in 
Sussex,  with  a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  Shearer,  collector  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Southampton^  requesting 
bim  to  take  an  examination  of 
Chater  oonceming  one  Diamond, 
or  Dymar,  whjo  was  committed  to 
Chichester  gaol  on  suspicion  of 
being  one  who  broke  the  king's 
warehoBse  at  Poole.  Chater  was 
engaged  to  give  eyidence,  but  with 
some  reluctance,  declaring  that  he 
saw  Diamond,  and  shook  hands 
with  him,  who,  with  many  others, 
was  coming  from  Poole,  loaded 
with  tea,  of  which  he  tiirew  him  a 
bag.  Having  passed  Havant,  and 
come  to  the  New  Inn,  at  Leigh, 
they  inquired  their  way,  when 
Creorge  Austin,  his  brother,  and 
brother-in-law,  said  that  they  were 
going  the  same  road,  and  would 
acecHDpany   them    to    Rowland's 


Castle,  where  they  might  get  better 
directions,  it  being  just  by  the  ma- 
jor's  residence. 

A  little  before  noon  they  came 
to  the  White  Hart,  at  Rowland's 
Castle,  kept  by  Elizabeth  Payne» 
widow,  who  had  two  sons,  black- 
smiths, in  the  same  village.  After 
some  talk  she  told  George  Austin, 
privately,  she  was  afraid  that  these 
two  strangers  were  come  to  hurt 
the  smugglers.  He  said,  <  No,  sure ; 
they  were  only  carrying  a  letter 
to  Major  Battine.'  Upon  this  she 
sent  one  of  her  sons  for  WilKam 
Jackson  and  William  Carter,  who 
lived  near  her  honso.  Meanwhile 
Chater  and  Galley  wanted  to  be 
going,  uid  asked  for  their  horses ; 
but  she  told  them  that  the  major 
was  not  then  at  home,  which,  m^. 
deed,  was  true. 

As  soon  as  Jackson  and  Carter 
came,  she  told  them  her  suspicions* 
with  the  circumstance  of  the  letter. 
Soon  after  she  advised  C^orge 
Austin  to  go  away,  lest  he  should 
come  to  some  harm;  he  did  so, 
leaving  his  brothers. 

Payne's  other  son  went  and 
fetched  in  William  Steele,  Samuel 
Downer,  otherwise  Little  Sainnel, 
Edmund  Richards,  and  Henry 
Sheerman,  otherwise  Little  Harry, 
all  smugglers,  belonging  to  the  same 
gang. 

After  they  had  drank  a  little 
while.  Carter,  who  had  son6 
knowledge  of  Chater,  called  him 
into  the  yard,  and  asked  him  where 
Diamond  was.  Chater  said  be 
believed  he  was  in  custody,  and 
that  he  was  going  to  appear  against 
him,  which  her  was  sorry  for,  bul 
could  not  help  It.  Gidley  came 
Into  the  yard  to  them,  and,  askin|; 
Chater  why  he  would  stay  there, 
Jackson,  who  followed  him,  said,, 
with  a  horrid  imprecation,  ^  What 
is  that  to  you?'  and  Immediately 
struck  btm  a  blow  in  the  face, 
which  knocked  him  down,  and  set 
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hiriidse  aod  mouth  bleeding.  Soon 
after  thej  all  came  into  the  house, 
when  Jackson,  reTiling  Galley,  of- 
fered to  strike  him  again,  but  one  of 
the  Pajnes  interposed. — Galley  and 
Chater  now  began  to  be  very  un- 
easy, and  wanted  to  be  going ;  but 
Jackson,  Carter,  and  the  rest  of 
them,  persuading  them  to  stay  and 
drink  more  rum,  and  make  it  up, 
(for  they  were  sorry  for  what  had 
happened,)  they  sat  down  again ; 
Austin  and  hb  brother-in-law  being 
present.  Jackson  and  Carter  desired 
to  see  the  letter,  but  they  refused 
to  show  it.  The  smugglers  then 
drank  about  plentifully,  and  made 
Galley  and  Chater  fuddled ;  after- 
wards persuading  them  to  lie  down 
on  a  bed,  which  they  did,  and  fell 
asleep:  the  letter  was  then  taken 
away,  read,  and,  the  substance  of  it 
greatly  eiasperating  them,  it  was 
destroyed. 

One  John  Royce,  a  smuggler, 
now  came  in;  and  Jackson  and 
Carter  told  him  the  contents  of  the 
letter,  and  that  they  had  got  the  old 
rogue,  the  shoemaker  of  Fording- 
bridge,  who  was  going  to  inform 
against  John  Diamond,  the  shep- 
herd, then  in  custody  at  Chichester. 
Here  William  Steele  proposed  to 
take  them  both  to  a  well,  about 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  house* 
and  to  murder  and  throw  them  in. 

This  proposal  was  not  taken,  as 
they  had  been  seen  in  their  com- 
pany by  the  Austins,  Mr.  Garnet, 
and  one  Mr.  Jenks,  who  was  newly 
come  into  the  house  to  drink,  it 
was  next  proposed  to  send  them 
to  France ;  but  that  was  objected 
against,  as  there  was  a  possibility 
of  their  coming  over  again.  Jack- 
son's and  Carter  *s  wives,  being  pre- 
sent, cried  out  ^  Hang  the  dogs, 
for  they  come  here  to  hang  you !' 
It  was  then  proposed  and  agreed  to 
keep  them  confined  till  they  could 
know  Diamond's  fate,  and,  what- 
'^er  it  was,  to  treat  these  in  the 


same  manner;  and  each  to  alfow 
threepence  a  week  towards  keeping 
them. 

Giilley  and  Chater  continuing 
asleep,  Jackson  went  in,  and  began 
the  first  scene  of  cruelty ;  for,  hav- 
ing put  on  his  spurs,  he  got  upon 
the  bed,  and  spurred  their  fore- 
heads, to  wake  them,  and  after- 
wards whipped  them  with  a  horse- 
whip, so  that  when  they  came  out 
they  were  both  bleeding.  The 
abovesaid  smugglers  then  took  them 
out  of  the  house ;  but  Richards  re.^ 
turned  with  a  pistol,  and  swore  he 
would  shoot  any  person  who  should 
mention  what  had  passed. 

Meanwhile  the  rest  put  Galley 
and  Chater  on  one  horse,  tied  their 
legs  under  the  horse's  belly,  and 
then  tied  the  legs  of  both  together. 
They  now  set  forward,  all  but 
Royce,  who  had  no  horse.  They 
had  not  gone  above  two  hundred 
yards  before  Jackson  called  out 
^  Whip  'em,  cut  'em,  slash  'em, 
damn  'em !'  upon  which  all  began 
to  whip  except  Steele,  who  led  the 
horse,  the  roads  being  very  bad. 
They  whipped  them  for  half  a  mile, 
till  they  came  to  Woodash,  where 
they  fell  off,  with  their  heads  under 
the  horse's  belly;  and  their  legs, 
which  were  tied,  appeared  over  the 
horse's  back.  Their  tormentors 
soon  set  them  upright  again,  and 
continued  whipping  them  ofer  the 
head,  face,  shouklers,  &c.  till  they 
came  to  Dean,  upwards  of  half  a 
mile  farther:  here  they  both  fell 
again  as  before,  with  their  heads 
under  the  horse's  belly,  which  were 
struck  at  every  step  by  the  horse's 
hoofs. 

Upon  placing  them  again  in  the 
saddle,  they  found  (hem  so  weak 
that  they  could  not  sit ;  upon  which 
they  separated  them,  and  put  Gal- 
ley before  Steele,  aind  Chater  be* 
fore  Little  Sam ;  and  then  whipped 
Galley  so  severely,  that,  the  lashes 
coming  upon  Steele,  at  his  desire 
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they  desisted.  They  Chen  went  to 
Harris's  well,  near  Lady  Holt 
Park,  where  they  took  Galley  off 
the  horse,  and  threatened  to  throw 
him  into  the  well :  upon  which  he 
desired  them  to  dispatch  him  at 
once,  and  pat  an  end  to  his  misery. 
*  No,*  says  Jackson,  cursing,  *  if 
that's  the  case,  we  have  more  to 
say  to  you;'  then  put  him  on  a 
horse  again,  and  whipped  him  o?er 
the  Downs,  till  he  was  so  weak 
that  he  fell  off:  when  they  laid  him 
across  the  saddle,  with  his  breast 
downwards,  and  Little  Sam  got  up 
behind  him ;  and  as  they  went  on 
he  squeezed  Galley's  testicles  so, 
that  he  groaned  with  the  agony, 
and  tumbled  off.  Being  then  put 
on  astride,  Richards  got  up  behind 
him  ;  but  soon  the  poor  man  cried 
out  «  I  fall,  I  fall,  I  fall !'  and 
Richards,  pushing  him,  said,  <  Fall 
and  be  damned !'  Upon  which  he 
fell  down  and  expired ;  and  the  viU 
lains,  taking  up  the  body,  l&id  it 
again  on  the  horse,  and  proposed 
to  go  to  some  proper  place  where 
Chater  might  be  concealed  till  they 
heard  the  fate  of  Diamond. 

Jackson  and  Carter  called  at  one 
Pescod's  house,  desiring  admittance 
for  two  sick  men ;  but  he  abso- 
lutely  refused  it. 

Being  now  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  they  agreed  to  go  to  one 
Scardefield's,  at  the  Red  Lion,  at 
Rake,  which  was  not  far.  Here 
Carter  and  Jackson  got  admittance, 
after  many  refusals.  While  Scarde- 
field  went  to  draw  liquor,  he 
heard  more  company  come  in  ;  but, 
though  they  refused  to  admit  him 
into  the  room,  he  saw  one  man 
stand  up  Tery  bloody,  and  another 
Jie  as  dead.  They  said  they  had 
engaged  some  officers,  lost  their 
tea,  and  several  of  them  were 
wounded,  if  not  killed. 

Jackson  and  Little  Harry  now 
carried  Chater  down  to  Old  Mills's^ 


which  was  not  far  off,  and  chaMiad 
him  in  a  turf.house;  and  Little 
Harry  staying  to  watch  him,  Jack- 
son  returned  again  to  the  company. 
After  they  had  drank  gin  and  rum 
they  all  went  out,  taking  the  body 
of  Galley  with  them.  Carter  com- 
pelled Scardefield  to  show  them  a 
place  before  used  to  bury  smuggled 
tea,  and  to  lend  them  spades,  and 
a  candle  and  lantern  :  there  they 
began  to  dig,  and,  it  being  very 
cold,  he  helped  to  make  a  hole, 
where  they  buried  ^  something  that 
lay  across  a  horse  like  a  dead  man.' 

They  continued  at  Scardefield's, 
drinking,  all  that  day,  and  in  the 
night  went  to  their  own  homes, 
in  order  to  be  seen  on  Tuesday, 
agreeing  to  meet  again  on  Thurs- 
day  at  the  same  house,  and  bring 
more  of  their  associates.  They 
met  accordingly,  and  brought  old 
Richard  Mills,  and  his  sons  Richard 
and  John,  Thomas  Stringer,  John 
Cobby,  Benjamin  Tapner,  and 
John  Hammond,  who,  with  the 
former,  made  fourteen.  They  con* 
suited  now  what  was  to  be  done 
with  Chater ; — it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  he  must  be  destroyed. 
Richard  Mills,  junior,  proposed  to 
load  a  gun,  clap  the  muzzle  to  his 
head,  tie  a  long  string  to  the  trig- 
ger, then  all  to  pull  it,  that  all 
might  be  equally  guilty  of  his  mur- 
der. This  was  rejecteid,  because  it 
would  put  him  out  of  his  pain  too 
soon  ;  and  at  length  they  came  to 
a  resolution  to  carry  him  up  to 
Harris's  well,  which  was  not  far 
off,  and  to  throw  him  in. 

All  this  while  Chater  was  in  the 
utmost  horror  and  misery,  being 
visited  by  one  or  other  of  thero^ 
who  abused  him  both  with  words 
and  blows.  At  last  they  all  came, 
and,  Tapner  and  Cobby  going  into 
the  turf.house,  the  former  pulled 
out  a  clasp-knife,  and  said,  with  a 
great  oath,  ^  Down  on  your  knees» 
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sod  go  to  prayers,  for  with  this 
knife  I'll  be  your  butcher !'  The 
poor  man  knelt  down;  and,  as 
he  was  at  prayers,  Cobby  kicked 
him,  calling  him  ^  informing  villain.' 
Chater  asking  what  they  had  done 
with  Mr.  Galley,  Tapner,  slashing 
the  knife  across  his  eyes,  almost 
cut  them  out,  and  the  gristle  of  his 
nose  quite  through  :  ho  bore  it  pa* 
tiently,  belie?ing  they  were  putting 
an  end  to  bis  misery.  Accordingly 
,  Tapoer  struck  at  him  again,  and 
made  a  deep  cut  in  his  forehead* 
Upon  this  old  Mills  said,  ^  Do  not 
murder  him  here,  but  somewhere 
dse.'  Accordingly  they  placed  him 
upon  a  horse,  and  all  set  out  toge* 
ther  for  Harris's  well,  except  Mills 
and  his  sons,  they  hating  no  horses 
ready,  and  saying,  in  excuse,  ^  That 
there  were  enough  without  them  to 
murder  one  man.'  All  the  way 
Tapner  whipped  him  till  the  blood 
came ;  and  then  swore  that,  if  he 
Uooded  the  saddle,  he  would  tor- 
ture him  the  more !  which,  as  he 
could  not  stop  his  wounds  from 
bleeding,  was  an  incredible  instance 
of  barbarity* 

When  they  were  come  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  well, 
Jackson  and  Carter  stopped,  say. 
ing  to  Tapner,  Cobby,  Stringer, 
Steele,  and  Hammond,  ^  Go  on  and 
do  your  duty  on  Chater,  as  wo  have 
ours  upon  Galley.'  In  the  dead  of 
the  night  of  the  18th  they  brought 
him  to  the  well,  which  was  nearly 
thirty  feet  deep,  but  dry,  and  paled 
dose  round.  Tapner  having  fastened 
a  noose  round  Chater's  neck,  they 
hade  him  get  over  the  pales  to  the 
well.  He  was  going  through  a 
broken  place ;  but  though  he  wfui 
oovered  with  blood,  and  fainting 
with  the  anguish  of  his  wounds, 
they  forced  him  to  climb  up,  having 
the  rope  about  his  neck,  one  end 
of  which  bdng  tied  to  the  pales, 
they  pushed  him  iiUo  the  well;  but, 


the  rope  being  short,  he  hung  no 
farther  within  it  than  his  thighs, 
and,  leaning  against  the  edge,  he 
hung  above  a  quarter  of  an  honr^ 
and  was  not  strangled.  They  then 
untied  him,  and  threw  htm  head 
foremost  into  the  well.  They  tar- 
ried some  time,  and,  hearing  him 
groan,  they  concluded  to  go  to  one 
William  Comleah's,  a  gardener,  to 
borrow  a  rope  and  ladder,  saying 
they  wanted  to  relieve  one  of  their 
companions  who  had  fallen  into 
Harris's  well.  He  said  they  might 
take  them ;  but  they  could  not 
manage  the  ladder,  in  their  con- 
fusion, it  being  a  long  one. 

They  then  teturned  to  the  well ; 
and,  still  hearing  him  groan,  and 
fearful  that  the  sound  thereof  might 
lead  to  a  discoYcry,  the  place  being 
near  the  road,  they  threw  upon 
him  some  of  the  rails  and  gate- 
posts fixed  about  the  well;  also 
great  stones;  when,  finding  him 
silent,  they  left  him. 

Their  next  consultation  was  how 
to  dispose  of  their  horses;  when 
they  killed  Galley's,  which  was 
grey,  and,  taking  hb  hide  off,  cnt 
it  into  small  pieces,  and  hid  them 
so  as  to  prevent  any  discovery ;  but 
a  bay  horse  that  Chater  had  rode 
on  got  from  them. 

On  their  return  home  these  exe- 
crable murderers  stopped  at  the 
house  of  one  of  their  acquaintance 
to  drink,  where  they  were  hardened 
enough  to  boast  of  the  outrage  they 
had  committed,  and  even  spoke  of  it 
as  a  circumstance  that  merited  praise* 

After  a  long  and  diligent  search 
for  the  perpetrators  of  these  crimes, 
some  of  the  smugglers  were  taken 
up  on  suspicion,  and,  being  ex- 
amined in  presence  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  customs,  were  ad- 
mitted CTidences  for  the  crown,  on 
discovering  all  they  knew  of  tho 
horrid  transaction. 

In  consequence  hereof  the  pri- 
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toners  were  brcmght  to  trial  at  the 
time  and  place  abote  mentionetl ; 
when  Sir  Michael  Foster  presided 
io  Court. 

The  judge's  charge  to  the  grand 
jarj  was  full  of  good  sense,  and 
highly  reprobated  the-  practice  of 
smoggling,  bj  which  the  fair  trader 
is  defrauded,  and  the  reveuue  greati  j 
injured. 

When  the  trial  came  on,  the  eri* 
dence  was  rcrj  full  and  drcum- 
stantial  against  the  prisoners ;  and 
tha  jury,  after  being  out  of  Court 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  brought 
in  a  TerdicI  of  guilty  against  all  the 
prisoners:  whereupon  the  judge 
pronounced  sentence  on  the  con. 
Ticts  in  one  of  the  most  pathetic 
addresses  that  was  e?er  heard  ;  re- 
presenting the  enormity  *9(  their 
crime,  and  eihorting  them  to  make 
immediate  preparation  for  the  awfui 
late  that  awaited  them;  adding, 
^  Christian  charity  obliges  me  to 
tell  you  that  your  time  in  this  world 
will  be  rery  short,' 

The  hinnonsaess  of  the  crime  of 
which  these  men  had  been  con?icted 
rendering  it  necessary  that  their 
punishment  should  be  exemplary, 
the  judge  ordered  that  they  should 
be  executed  on  the  following  day ; 
and  the  sentence  was  accordingly 
carried  into  execution  against  all 
but  Jackson,  who  died  in  prison  on 
the  e? ening  that  be  was  condemned. 
They  were  attended  by  two  minis- 
ters ;  aod  all,  except  Mills  and  his 
son,  (who  took  no  notice  of  each 
other,  and  thought  themseWes  not 
guilty  because  they  were  not  present 
at  the  finishing  of  the  inhuman  mur. 
der,)  showed  great  marks  of  peni. 
ience.  Tapner  and  Carter  ga?e 
good  advice  to  the  spectators,  and 
desired  diligence  might  be  used  to 
apprdiend  Richards,  whom  they 
charged  as  the  cause  of  their  being 
brought  to  this  wretched  end. 
Yoaog  MiUs  smiled  sereral  Umes 


at  the  executioner,  who  was  a  dis- 
charged marine,  and,  haring  ropes 
too  short  for  some  of  them^  was 
puzzled  to  fit  them.  Old  Mills, 
being  forced  to  stand  tip-toe  to 
reach  the  halter,  desired  that  he 
might  not  be  hanged  by  inches. 
The  Mills's  were  so  rejoiced  at 
being  told  that  they  were  not  to  be 
hanged  in  chains  after  execution, 
that  death  seemed  to  excite  in  them 
no  terror;  while  Jackson  was  so 
struck  with  horror  at  being  mea- 
sured for  his  irons,  that  he  soon 
expired. 

They  were  hanged  at  Chichester 
on  the  18th  of  January,  1740, 
amidst  such  a  concourse  of  spec- 
tators as  is  seldom  seen  on  occa- 
sions of  a  public  execution. 

Carter  was  hung  in  chains  near 
Rake,  in  Sussex ;  Tapner  on  Rook's 
Hill,  near  Chichester ;  and  Cobby 
^nd  Hammond  at  Cesley  Isle,  on 
the  beach  where  they  sometimes 
landed  their  smuggled  goods,  and 
where  they  could  Imi  seen  at  a  great 
distance  east  and  west. 

Jackson  had  lired  some  yean 
a  Roman  Catholic ;  and,  from  the 
following  popbh  relic  found  in  his 
pocket,  there  is  little  doubt  but  he 
died  such,  as  far  as  such  a  scoun. 
drel  could  be  said  to  belong  to  any 
religion : 

*  San  oil  tres  reges, 

Caspar,  Melchior,  Belthazar, 

Orate  pro  nobis,  nunc  etin  hora 

Mortis  nostrse. 

Ces  billets  ont  touch^  aux  trois 

^  tetes  de 

S.  S.  Rois  a  Cologne. 

lis  sont  pour  des  royageurs,  centre 

les  malheurs  de  chemins,  maux 

de  tete,  mal  caduque,  fierres, 

socellerie,  toute  sorte  de 

malefice,  et  mort 

subitc.' 

The  Englbh  of  which  b, 

(  Ye  three  holy  kings, 
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6aspar»  Mdchior,  Belthazar, 

Praj  fur  us  now,  and  in  the  hour 

of  death. 

These  papers  hafe  touched  the 

three  heads  of 

The  holy  kings  of  Cologne. 

They  are  to  preserve  travellers  from 

accidents  on  the  road,  head-achs, 

falling  sickness,  fevers,  witch. 

craft,  all  kinds  of  mischief, 

and  sudden  death.' 

The  body  of  the  above-men- 
tioned  Jackson  was  thrown  into  a 
hole  near  the  place  of  execution ; 
as  were  those  of  Mills,  the  father 
and  son,  who  had  no  friends  to  take 
them  away :  and  at  a  small  dis* 
tance  from  this  spot  is  erected  a 
stone,  on  which  is  the  following 
inscription : 

^  Near  this  place  was  buried  the 
body  of  William  Jackson,  who, 
upon  a  special  commission  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  held  at  Chichester 
on  the  16th  day  of  January,  1 748-9, 
was,  with  William  Carter,  attainted 
for  the  murder  of  William  Galley, 
custom-house  officer;  and  who 
likewise  was,  together  with  Benja- 
min Tapner,  John  Cobby,   John 


Hammond,  Richard  Mills  the  elder, 
Richard  Mills  the  younger,  his  son, 
attainted  for  the  murder  of  Daniel 
Chater ;  but,  dying  in  a  few  hours 
after  sentence  of  death  was  pro- 
nounced upon  him,  he  thereby  es- 
caped  the  punishment  which   the 
heinousness    of    his     complicated 
crimes  deserved,  and  which  was, 
the  next  day,  most  justly  inflicted 
upon  his  accomplices, 
^As  a  memorial  to  posterity,  and  a 
warning  to  this  and  succeed- 
ing generations, 
This  scone  is  erected, 
A.  D.  1749.' 

To  comment  upon  these  odioas 
and  loathsome  transactions*  b  im- 
possible; the  imagination  is  glad 
to  escape  f^om  scenes  of  such  unri- 
Tailed  {ftrocity  and  horror.  We 
would  rather  contemplate  the 
wretched  victims  of  undeserved 
ferocity  at  length  relieved  by  the 
friendly  hand  of  Death  ;  white  the 
still  more  wretched  victims  of  their 
own  evil  passions  are,  by  the  me. 
morial  stone  above  described,  held 
up  by  name  to  the  scorn  and  de- 
testation of  posterity. 


THOMAS  KINGSMILL,  WILLIAM  FAIRALL,  AND 
RICHARD  PERIN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  BREAKING  OPEN  THE  CUSTOM-HOUSE  AT  POOLE. 


It  may  not  be  improper  to  pre-  • 
mise  that  these  men  were  a  part  of 
that  infamous  gang  of  smugglers, 
several  of  whom  murdered  Galley 
and  Chater,  the  custom-house  offi- 
cers, as  recorded  in  the  preceding 
pages  of  this  work.  These  mis- 
creants were  so  hardened  and  daring 
in  their  villainies,  that  the  honest  in- 
habitants on  and  near  the  coasts  of 
Hampshire,  Rent,  and  Sussex,  lived 
in  perpetual  apprehension. 

Before  we  relate  the  particulars 
of  tlie  fact  for  which  they  suffered 
we  will  giTC  such  an  account  of  the 


parties  themselves  as  we  have  been 
able  to  procure. 

Kingsmill  was  a  native  of  Good- 
hurst,  in  Kent,  and  had  passed  some 
part  of  his  life  as  a  husbandman ; 
but,  having  associated  with  the 
smugglers,  he  made  no  scruple  of 
entering  into  the  most  hazardous 
enterprises,  and  became  so  distin- 
guished for  his  ferocious  disposition, 
that  he  was  chosen  captain  of  the 
gang ;  an  honour  of  which  he  was 
so  proud  that  he  sought  every  op- 
portunity of  eihibiting  specimens 
of  his  courage,   and  put  himself 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'!  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.         41 


foremost  io  every  lertioe  of  dan. 
gcr. 

Fairall  was  a  naiire  of  Horsen. 
4own  Green,  In  Kent,  ami  the  son 
of  poor  pareiitS)  who  were  nnaMe 
^ther  to  educate  him,  or  (o  gWe  him 
any  regular  emplojment  by  which 
he  might  obtain  a  liTelthooid.  He 
began  to  associate  with  the  smug, 
glers  while  quite  a  boy,  and  was 
frequently  employed  by  them  to 
hold  their  horses;  and,  when  he 
grew  up  to  man's  estate,  was  ad« 
mitted  as  one  of  the  fraternity.  He 
was  so  remarkable  for  his  brntal 
courage  that  it  was  not  thought 
safe  to  oflfend  him/ 

Having  been  taken  into  custody, 
and  lodged  in  the  new  gaol.  South. 
wark,  he  made  his  escape  from 
thence,  and  vowed  Teiigeaoce  against 
the  HMigistrate  who  hsd  granted  the 
warrant  for  his  apprehension;  and. 
In  consequence  hereof,  he,  with 
KIngsmill  and  others  of  the  gang, 
laid  wait  for  the  gentleman  one 
morning  when  he  left  his  house ; 
bat,  not  meeting  with  him  then, 
they  hid  themselTes  under  his  park 
waU  till  his  usnal  time  of  returning 
In  the  evening;  but  it  happened 
that,  on  his  return,  he  heard  the 
Toices  of  men,  and,  the  night  being 
▼ery  dark^  he  turned  his  horse  and 
went  into  his  house  by  a  private  door, 
by  which  he  avoided  the  dangerous 
snare  that  was  laid  for  him. 

Perin  was  a  native  of  Chichester, 
in  Sussex.  Having  served  his  time 
to  a  carpenter,  he  practised  some 
years  as  a  master,  and  was  success- 
ful in  trade :  but  a  stroke  of  the 
palsy  depriving  him  of  the  use  of 
his  right  hand,  be  became  connected 
with  the  smugglers,  on  whose  be- 
half he  used  to  sail  to  the  coast  of 
France,  and  purchase  goods,  which 
he  brought  to  England,  and  in  this 
capacity  proved  very  serviceable  to 
the  gang. 

It  is  evident  that  these  men  mus^ 


have  greatly  injured  the  revenne 
and  the  fair  trader ;  for  they  had  a 
number  of  warehouses,  in  different 
parts  of  Sussex,  for  the  concealment 
of  their  goods ;  and  kept  not  less 
than  fifty  horses,  some  of  which  they 
sent  loaded  to  London,  and  others 
to  the  fairs  round  the  conn  try. 

Perin,  being  in  France  in  the 
year  1747,  bought  a  large  quantity 
of  goods,  which  he  loadMi  on  boaid 
a  cutter,  with  a  view  to  run  them 
on  the  coast  of  Sussex :  but,  as  se- 
veral smuggling  vessels  were  ex- 
pected at  this  juncture,  Captain 
Johnson,  who  commanded  a  cut- 
ter in  the  government  service,  re* 
ceived  orders  to  sail  in  search  of 
them. 

In  consequence  hereof  he  sailed 
from  Poole,  and  took  the  smuggling 
entter  aboTe  mentioned  on  the  fol- 
lowing day ;  but  Perin  and  his  ac- 
complices escaped  by  taking  to  their 
boat.  Captain  Johnson  found  the 
cargo  to  oonsist  of  brandy  and  tea 
to  a  very  large  amount,  which  he 
carried  safe  into  the  harbour  of 
Poole. 

Soon  after  this  transaction,  which 
happened  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, the  whole  body  of  smugglers 
assembled  in  Charlton  Park,  to 
consult  if  there  was  any  possibility 
of  recovering  the  goods  of  which 
they  had  thus  been  deprived.  After 
many  schemes  had  been  proposed 
and  rejected,  Perin  recommended 
that  they  should  go  in  a  body, 
armed,  and  break  open  the  cus- 
tom-house at  Poole ;  and  this  pro- 
posal  being  acceded  to,  a  paper  was 
drawn  up,  by  way  of  bond,  that 
they  should  support  each  other; 
and  this  was  signed  by  all  the 
parties.   ' 

Xbb  agreement,  which  was  filled 
with  dreadful  curses  on  each  other 
in  case  of  failure  to  execute  it  faith- 
fully, was  signed  on  the  6th  of  Oc 
tober :  having  provided  themselv^ 
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yKiih  swords  and  flre^anns,  tliey  met 
cm  the  following  day ;  and,  ha?ing 
concealed  themseUes  in  a  wood  till 
tlie  evening,  they  proceeded  towards 
Poole,  where  thej  arrired  about 
eleven  at  night. 

As  soon  as  thej  got  thither,  they 
sent  Willis  and  Stringer,  two  of 
the  gang,  to  observe  if  there  were 
any  persons  watching  near  the  cas«. 
tom^house.  Willis  soon  came  back, 
and  informed  them  that  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  safe  to  make  the 
attempt,  as  a  sloop  of  war  lay  op* 
posite  the  quay,  so  that  she  could 
point  her  guns  against  the  door  of 
ibe  custom-house.  On  this  the 
body  of  the  smugglers  were  for  de« 
flisting  from  the  enterprise ;  when 
KIngsmill  and  Fairall  addressed 
them,  saying,  ^  If  you  wiU  not  do 
it,  we  will  do  it  ourselves;'  but 
these  words  were  no  sooner  spoken 
than  Stringer  came  back,  and  told 
them  that  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  sloop  to  bring  her  guns  to 
bear  on  account  of  the  ebb  tide. 

Animated  by  this  intelligence, 
they  rode  to  the  sea-coast,  where 
Per  in  and  another  of  the  gang  took 
care  of  their  horses,  while  the  main 
body  of  them  went  back  to  the 
custom-house ;  in  their  way  to 
which  meeting  with  a  boy,  they 
took  him  with  them,  to  prevent  hb 
alarming  the  inhabitants. 

Having  forced  the  door  open 
with  hatchets  and  other  instru- 
ments, they  carried  off  the  smuggled 
goods,  with  which  they  loaded  their 
horses;  and,  travelling  all  night, 
stopped  in  the  morning  at  a  place 
named  Fording-bridgc. 

The  number  of  smugglers  were 
thirty,  and  their  horses  thirty-one. 
Continuing  their  journey  to  a  place 
named  Brook,  diey  divided  their 
booty  into  equal  shares,  and  then 
departed,  each  to  his  own  house. 

This  daring  transaction  being  re. 
presented  to  the  secretary  of  state, 


King  George  the  Second  gaTe  dt* 
ders  for  Issuing  a  proclamation, 
with  a  reward  for  the  apprehension 
of  the  offenders ;  yet  it  was  a  con* 
siderable  time  before  any  of  than 
were  taken  into  custody,  some  of 
them  being  concerned  in  the  mur« 
der  of  Chater  and  Galley,  of  which 
we  have  already  given  an  acoonnt, 
and  others  escaping  to  France. 

At  length  two  of  the  smugglers, 
who  had  been  evidences  against 
those  hanged  at  Chichester,  gave 
intelligence  of  the  usual  place  of 
meeting  of  the  others;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  Fairall,  KiogsraiU, 
Perin,and  another,  named  Glover, 
were  taken  into  custody,  and  con. 
ducted  to  Newgate. 

When  they  were  brought  to  trial, 
the  evidences,  whose  names  were 
Royce  and  Steele,  confirmed  the 
particulars  which  we  have  above 
recited  ;  in  conaequeBoe  of  which 
the  prisoners,  who  conld  not  dis- 
prove  the  testimony,  were  capitally 
convicted,  and  received  sentence  of 
death ;  but  the  jury  recommended 
Glover  as  an  object  of  the  royal 
clemency. 

Fairall  behaved  most  insolently 
on  his  trial,  and  threatened  one  of 
the  witnesses  who  swore  against 
him.  After  conviction  Glover  ex- 
hibited every  proof  of  penitence ; 
bnt  the  rest  were  totally  hardened 
in  their  guilt,  and  insisted  that  they 
had  not  been  guilty  of  any  robbery, 
because  they  only  took  goods  that 
had  once  belonged  to  them» 

Orders  were  given  that  Fairall 
and  Kingsmill  should  be  hung  in 
chains ;  but  it  was  permitted  that 
the  body  of  Perin  should  be  deli- 
vered to  his  friends :  and  the  latter 
lamenting  the  fate  of  his  associates, 
Fairall  said,  <  We  shall  be  hanging 
up  in  the  sweet  air  when  yoa  are 
rotting  in  your  grave ;'  so  hardened 
and  unfeeling  was  the  heart  of  this 
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Tlieir  friends  Mng  permitted  to 
see  them  on  the  night  before  thej 
saffered,  a  pardon  was  brought  for 
GrloTer  while  they  were  in  diseourte 
together,  and  a  few  dajt  after- 
wiinr^  he  obtained  his  liberty. 
Fairall  kept  smoliing  with  his  ac- 
qnalntance  till  kt  was  ordered  by 
the  keeper  to  retire  to  his  cell«  a 
drcmnttanoe  that  mnch  enraged 
Ua  ;  and  on  which  he  exclaimed, 
*  Why  in  snch  a  harrjr  ?  Cannot 
yon  let  me  stay  a  little  longer  with 
my  friends  ?  1  shall  not  be  able  to 
drink  with  them  to-morrow  night.' 


On  the  following  day  Perin  was 
carried  to  the  place  of  ezeoation  in 
amooming.ooach ;  as  were  the  two 
others  in  a  cart,  with  a  guard  of 
horse  and  foot  guards.  The  beluu 
rionr  of  Fairall  and  KingamiU  was 
remarkably  nndannted ;  but  all  of 
them  joined  in  devotion  with  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  when  they 
came  to  the  fatal  tre^ 

These  malefactors  suffered  at 
Tyburn,  April  26,  1749;  and  the 
bodies  of  Kingsmill  and  Fairall 
were  hung  in  chains  in  the  county 
of  Kent 


BRIAN  SEYMOUR, 

EXECOTEO  FOR  IIUADEB. 


BaiAN  SsTMoirR  was  born  at 
Waterford,  in  IreUnd ;  and  his 
father  having  served  in  the  army 
many  years,  and  been  at  length 
pitmioled  to  the  post  of  a  right* 
hand  man,  or,  in  a  more  military 
phrase,  made  a  corporal,  the  son 
must  also 

'Seek  for  hoaonr  eren  iii  the  cannon*! 
nouth.' 

He  enlbted  in  (he  sixth  regiment 
of  foot,  and,  soon  afterwards  em- 
barking  for  Flanders,  had  a  share 
in  the  memorable  battle  of  Fon- 
tenoy. 

The  rebellion  in  1745  occasioned 
his  being  sent  to  England,  when  he 
served  under  General  Wade,  who 
then  commanded  in  Yorkshire ;  but, 
marching  thence  to  Newcastle,  Sey. 
mour  had  there  a  quarrel  with  a 
soldier  respecting  a  woman  of  ill 
fame ;  and,  a  duel  ensuing,  his  an- 
tagonist was  killed :  but  the  trou- 
blesome sitnation  of  affairs  induced 
the  general  to  grant  Seymour  a 
free  pardon,  without  a  minute 
scrutiny  into  bis  conduct. 

Proceeding  to  Scotland,  this  man 
was  present  at  the  battle  of  Cullo* 
den,  where  he  behaved  with  singu- 
lar  cooiaie^  bat  the  regiment  in 


which  he  served,  having  been  greatly 
injured,  was  ordered  into  winter 
quarters  at  Edinburgh,  where  the 
indulgence  of  his  irregular  passions 
gave  rise  to  the  crime  which  cost 
him  his  life.  ' 

At  thb  time  it  was  customary 
for  some  of  the  minuters  of  the 
church  of  Scotland,  who  were  out 
of  employment,  to  marry  people  at 
alehouses,  in  the  same  manner  that 
the  Fleet  marriages  were  conducted 
in  London.  Sometimes  people  of 
fortune  thought  it  prudent  to  apply 
to  these  marriage-brokers ;  but,  as 
their  chief  business  lay  among  the 
lower  ranks  of  people,  they  were 
deridingly  called  by  the  name  of 
^  Buckle  the  Beggars.' 

Most  of  these  marriages  were 
solemnized  at  public  houses  in  the 
Cannongate;  and  Seymour  hap- 
pening to  be  present  there  when  a 
couple  came  to  be  married,  and  no 
priest  present,  he  whispered  the 
landlady,  that  if  she  would  procure 
him  a  suit  of  black  he  would  offi« 
ciate  as  the  parson.  The  woman^ 
unwilling  to  lose  a  customer,  pro- 
cured the  clothes,  and  Seymour, 
being  dressed  in  thcnH)  went  into 
the  lOom  where  the  young  couple 
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wftited,  assaming  the  gra? e  deport- 
ment of  a  real  clergyman. 

The  lady  who  was  to  be  married 
hinting  that  she  did  not  think  he 
wail  a  minister,  he  solemnly  averred 
that  he  was,  and  the  marriage  took 
place  accordingly. 

Before  ten  o'clock  at  night  Sey- 
mour  was  obliged  to  return  to  the 
barracks  in  the  Castle;  but  by  this 
time  he  was  so  much  intoxicated, 
that  he  was  prepared  to  affront 
every  one  he  met  When  he  came 
to  the  Lawn.market,  he  ran  against 
a  gentleman's  servant  named  John, 
son,  who,  being  irritated,  struck 
Seymour  a  blow  on  the  face ;  on 
which  the  latter  drew  his  sword, 
and  stabbed  Johnson,  so  that  he 
instantly  died ;  when  the  murderer 
put  up  his  sword,  and  proceeded 
towards  the  Castle.  A  shoemaker, 
named  Young,  having  observed 
what  had  passed,  followed  Seymour 
to  Ihe  gate  of  the  Castle  ;  but  the 
clock  striking  ten  at  that  instant, 
the  drawbridge  was  pulled  up,  so 
that  Young  could  not  be  admitted 
for  that  night. 

On  the  following  morning  Young 
went  to  the  Lord  Justice  Clerk, 
and,  informing  him  of  what  he  knew 
of  the  transaction,  offered  his  assist* 


ance  in  discovering  the  murderer  : 
on  which  his  lordship  ordered  an 
officer  to  attend  him,  and  directed 
the  governor  to  let  him  have  a  sight 
of  all  the  soldiers. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  men  were 
drawn  up  on  the  parade,  and  Yovng, 
walking  round  the  lines,  fixed  on 
Seymour  as  the  roan  who  had  com. 
mitted  the  murder ;  whereupon  he 
was  delivered  up,  to  abide  the  de- 
termination of  the  laws. 

On  the  trial  Young  positively 
swore  to  the  identity  of  the  oL 
fender;  and  other  evidence  arising 
to  prove  that  he  was  the  party,  he 
was  capitally  convicted,  and  sen. 
tence  of  death  was  pronounced 
against  him. 

This  offender  denied  his  goilt  for 
some  time,  and  hinted  that  Young 
was  perjured;  4>ut  he  afterwards 
became  truly  sensible  of  the  enor- 
mity of  his  crime,  and  confessed  it, 
with  all  its  aggravating  circum- 
stances. Two  clergymen  attended 
him  to  the  place  of  execution,  to 
which  he  walked,,  dressed  in  a 
shroud,  and  reading  a  religious 
book. 

He  was  executed  at  Edinburgh 
on  the  ^  of  March,  1749. 


JOHN  COLLINGTON  AND  JOHN  STONE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  SETTING  FIRE  TO  A  BARN. 


Tub  father  of  John  Collington 
was  Rector  of  Pluck  Icy,  near  Sand- 
wich, in  Kent ;  and  the  youth  was 
qualified,  by  a  most  liberal  educa- 
tion and  great  natural  talents,  to 
have  made  a  respectable  figure  in 
life ;  but  his  passions  were  so  vio- 
lent, and  his  revenge  so  implacable, 
that  all  who  knew  him  beheld  him 
with  horror. 

He  used  to  declare  that  he  would 
be  a  sincere  friend,  but  an  Inve- 
terate foe;  and,  even  while  at 
school^    created   such    dissensions 


among  the  other  scholars,  that  he 
was  held  in  universal  contempt,  and 
was  discharged  from  more  schools 
than  one  with  marks  of  igno- 
miny. 

At  length  his  father  apprenticed 
him  to  a  grocer  in  Newgate  Street, 
London ;  but  he  behav^  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  become  an  object  of 
terror  to  his  fellow-servants.  The 
following  circumstance,  trifling  as 
it  is,  will  serve  to  mark  his  disposi* 
tion: — One  of  the  maid-servants 
desiring  him  to  fetch  some  nutstard^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR.         45 


he  went  oat  for  that  parpose;  bat, 
calling  a  coach  at  the  door,  he 
droTe  to  Cheapside,  parchascd  the 
mustard,  and,  on  his  return,  paid 
the  fare  out  of  his  master's  money 
in  the  till.  The  master,  astonished 
at  bis  behaviour,  demanded  the 
reason  of  it;  when  he  gave  for 
answer,  ^  That  his  parents  had  not 
bound  him  apprentice  to  be  an 
errand-boy  •* 

On  another  occasion  he  asked 
his  master's  permission  to  risit  his 
relations  for  a  fortnight,  and  his 
request  was  complied  with.  When 
the  time  of  his  departure  arrived, 
his  master  being  al>scnt,  he  asked 
his  mistress  to  give  him  leave  to 
stay  three  weeks,  to  which  she 
consented ;  but  he  returned  not 
till  the  end  of  five  weeks  :  and  his 
master  inqalring  why  he  had  been 
so  long  absent,  CoHington  replied 
that  be  had  allowed  him  a  fortnight, 
and  his  mistress  three  weeks;  so 
that  he  had-  not  outstaid  his  time. 
This  doplicity  of  conduct  incensed 
the  master  so,  that  he  gare  up  his 
indentures,  and  discharged  him. 

Having  served  the  remainder  of 
bis  apprenticeship  with  a  grocer  of 
Maidstone,  he  opened  a  shop  at 
Rye,  in  Sussex,  where  he  lived  some 
years ;  but  his  temper  was  so  bad 
that  be  fomented  perpetual  discord 
among  his  neighbours;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  lawsuits  arose,  and 
scarce  any  one  would  deal  with  a 
man  whom  every  one  had  reasofa  to 
hate. 

From  this  place  he  went  to 
Charing,  in  Kent,  where  he  like, 
wise  kept  a  shop  a  considerable 
time ;  but  the  same  conduct  which 
had  rendered  him  an  object  of  con. 
tempt  at  Rye  made  him  equally  ob. 
noxious  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
iatter  place. 

CoHington  had  not  been  long  in 
bosiBest  before  he  married  a  young 
lady,  with  whom  be  received  a  con- 


siderable foHoiie,  and  by  whom  bo 
had  ten  children,  four  of  whoM 
were  living  at  the  time  of  the  father's 
fatal  exit. 

The  conduct  of  thu  man  towards 
his  wife  and  children  was  the  most 
extravagant  that  can  be  Imagined. 
The  six  children  who  died  he  buried 
in  his  own  garden ;  nor  would  he 
permit  any  of  them  to  be  baptised. 
He  frequently  beat  his  children  in 
a  barbarous  maouer;  and,  whea 
the  mother  interposed  in  their  be* 
half,  he  used  to  confine  her  whole 
nights  in  a  sawpit. 

Being  remarkably  fond  of  sport- 
ing, his  wife,  when  big  with  child, 
requested  that  he  would  procure 
her  a  partridge ;  In  consequence  of 
which  he  went  out,  and  shot  seve- 
ral :  but,  when  the  birds  were 
dressed,  and  ready  for  the  table^ 
one  of  the  children  happening  to 
ofiend  him,  he  corrected  It  in  so 
severe  a  manner  as  to  endanger  Its 
life;  and  the  mother  interposing 
for  the  preservation  of  the  child, 
he  was  so  enraged  that  he  cut  the 
partridges  in  pieces,  and  threw  then 
to  the  cats  and  dogi. 

This  instance  of  worse  thaa  sa- 
vage ferocity  so  affected  his  wife, 
that  she  fell  into  fits  and  miscarried ; 
but  she  had  not  been  long  recovered 
when,  on  her  Intecposiog  in  behalf 
of  one  of  the  children  whom  he  was 
treating  with. severity,  he  threw  her 
down  stairs,  and  stamped  on  her 
breast,  which  gave  rise  to  a  caneer 
that  occasioned  her  death. 

Collingtou's  father  dying  sooa 
after  this  event,  he  succeeded  to  a 
good  estate  at  Throwleigh,  in  Kesit, 
to  which  place  he  removed,  and 
took  to  the  practice  of  exporting 
wool  contrary  to  law;  for  which 
he  was  prosecuted  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  and  convicted  to  pay  a 
large  penalty  ;  but  he  avoided  pay- 
ment by  having  previously  con- 
veyed his  estate  to  another,  and 
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dientwaamg  tluit  ke  was  not  wotih 
fire  pounds. 

This  man,  being  passionately  fond 
of  hunting,  was  frequently  prose. 
cvted  for  offsndiog  against  tiiegame 
lawi^  bjT  which  he  was  put  to  al- 
most continual  expense.    • 

Notwithstanding  the  treatment 
Ms  first  wife  had  recoived  from  him, 
lie  soon  married  a  second,  by  whom 
lie  had  six  children;  and  four  of 
tiiese,  besides  the  same  number  by 
the  former  marriage,  (as  we  hare 
mentioned,)  were  li?ing  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

At  length  his  ofiences  against  the 
laws  made  for  the  preserration  of 
the  game  became  so  numerous,  that 
the  Dowager  Countess  of  Rocking, 
iiam  built  a  cottage,  in  which  she 
placed  one  of  her  senrants  as  a  spy 
apon  hu  conduct. 

Colllngton,  incensed  by  this  cir- 
cumstance, tempted  a  poor  coun- 
tryman to  set  fire  to  the  cottage; 
but  the  man  had  courage  and  ho- 
nesty enough  to  resist  the  tempta- 
tion. Hereupon  Collington  took 
one  of  his  serrants,  named  Luck- 
burst,  to  FaTcrsham,  in  Kent,  at 
the  time  of  the  fair,  and,  on  their 
waj  thither,  told  him  he  would  gire 
bim  half  a  .guinea  to  fire  the  said 
cottage;  whkh  the  man  reoeiTed, 
and  promlMd  to  comply. 

On  the  following  day,  when 
Lockhnrst  recollected  the  nature  of 
the  contract  he  had  been  making, 
hb  mind  was  so  disturbed,  that  he 
went  to  Collington,  and  offlsred 
back  tile  money,  declaring  that  he 
would  hare  no  share  in  the  trans, 
action.  ColUngton  was  so  enraged, 
that  he  threatened  to  destroy  him 
nnless  he  kept  the  money  and  did 
at  he  had  agreed :  the  consequence 
of  which  was  that  the  man  fired  the 
cottage  at  midnight,  by  which  it 
was  reduced  to  the  ground. 

ColHngton  was  so  neglectful  of 
Ut  children,  that  he  would  not  buy 


tbem  necessary  apparel,  so  that 
they  appeared  like  beggars;  nor 
would  be  eren  pay  for  their  learn- 
ing to  read.  The  following  is  a 
striking  proof  of  his  want  of  hu- 
manity :— One  of  his  sons,  a  boy 
twelfe  years  old,  baring  ofiended 
him,  he  confined  htm  in  a  sawpit, 
where  he  must  hare  been  starred, 
had  he  not  been  occasionally  sup- 
plied with  food  by  the  humanity  of 
the  serrants ;  and  for  this  conduct 
their  brutal  master  turned  them  out 
of  the  house,  without  paying  what 
was  due  to  them. 

Th'is  inhuman  father  then  refused 
to  maintain  his  son,  so  that  the 
child  absolutely  begged  his  bread 
in  the  neighborhood;  but  he  had 
not  wandered  long  in  this  manner, 
when  Mr.  Clarke,  the  churchwar- 
den, receired  him  into  his  honse, 
and  prorided  for  him  till  the  qoar. 
ter. sessions,  when  he  submitted  the 
case  to  the  consideration  of  the  ma* 
gistrates. 

These  gentlemen,  baring  reflected 
that  Mr.  Collington  was  in  affluent 
circumstancesi  gare  directions  that 
the  child  should  be  properly  pro- 
Tided  for,  and  issued  a  warrant  for 
aeixing  on  part  of  the  fether*s  effects 
to  defray  the  charge.  This  warrant 
was  executed  by  a  constable,  whom 
Clarice  attended-*-a  circamstance 
which  gare  such  offence  to  Colling- 
ton, ^at  be  TOwed  rerenge,  aiid 
bade  Clarke  make  his  will. 

After  this  he  hired  fire  fellows  to 
go  ,to  Mr.  Clarke's  house  and  de- 
mand the  child,  on  pretence  that 
he  belonged  to  a  ship;  bat  Mr. 
Clarke,  baring  the  magistrates' 
order  for  his  proceedingt,  said  he 
was  willing  to  answer  for  his  con- 
duct before  any  justice  of  the  peaoe. 
No  sooner  had  he  thus  expressed 
himself  than  they  beat  him  In  the 
most  riolent  degree,  and  threatened 
his  instant  destruction  unless  hO 
consented  to  accompany  them. 
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These  thremts  bad  such  ao  efect, 
that  he  moanted  a  horse  behind  oae 
of  them ;  hot  as  they  were  riding 
along  he  jumped  off,  and  ran  into 
the  court-yard  of  a  gentleman, 
whose  gate  happened  to  stand  open, 
while  the  other  parties  fired  at  1^  ; 
but  he  escaped  unhnrt  Here  he 
remained  tilt  the  following  day, 
when  he  went  to  his  own  house, 
and  thence  to  a  magistrate,  before 
whom  he  swore  the  peace  against 
Colliagton;  on  which  the  magis. 
Irate  granted  his  warrant  for  the 
apprehension  of  the  offender,  who, 
refusing  to  give  bail  for  .his  good 
b^aTiour,  wu  lodged  in  the  gaol 
of  Canterbory. 

During  his  confinement  he 
continually  threatened  Tengeance 
against  Clarke;  and,  to  execute  his 
purpose,  he  sent  for  a  labouring 
man,  named  Stone,  and  the  abore. 
mentioned  Luckhurst,  and  offered 
them  a  guinea  each,  on  the  condi- 
tion of  their  setting  fire  to  Mr. 
Clarke's  trnrn,  in  which  a  consi- 
derable quantity  of  com  was  de* 
posited.  TheTillains,  agreeing  to 
this  bargain,  fired  the  barn  at  mid. 
night,  and  likewise  a  number  of 
lu^ricki,  all  of  which  were  de- 
stroyed. 

Mr.  CUrke,  suspecting  that  Col- 
liagton was  the  conttfl? er  of  this 
borrid  scheme,  made  application  to 
a  magistrate,  who  issued  an  order 
that  the  priaooer  should  be  more 
closely  confined,  and  that  the  gaoU 
keeper  should  take  particular  no* 
tice  of  his  f  isitors.  This  precau* 
tion  led  to  a  discovery  of  the  of* 
fenders ;  for  Luckhurst  coming  to 
procsre  more  money  of  CoUington, 
he  wu  taken  into  custody,  and 
conducted  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  to  whom  he  confessed  the 
affiur ;  and,  being  admitted  an  eri- 
dence,  Stone  was  soon  taken  up  as 
one  of  the  principals* 

At  the  following  assizes,  held  at 


Maidstone,  Colliagton  and  Stoae 
were  brought  to  trial;  when  the 
former  tarned  his  back  on  the 
Court  with  an  air  of  such  utter 
contempt,  that  the  judge  declared 
he  had  nerer  been  witness  to  such 
a  scene  of  iosoleooe. 

The  priioners,  being  con? icted 
on  the  fullest  evidence,  were  car- 
ried back  to  Canterbury,  where 
the  debtors  commberated  their  aa« 
happy  ctrcumstaaces ;  but  Colling« 
ton  made  a  jest  of  his  situatbn, 
and  swore  he  did  not  regard  it,  as 
he  was  certain  of  obtaining  the 
royal  mercy. 

Thi^  hardened  villain  likewise  en- 
couraged Stone  to  hope  for  mercy, 
as  he  could  get  him  included  in  the 
pardon ;  but  the  event  proved  how 
much  he  was  mistaken  in  his  coa- 
jccture. 

CoHington*s  wife,  coming  to  visit 
him,  was  so  affected  with  grief  as  to 
be  unable  to  speak  to  him  for  a  con- 
siderable time ;  yet  he  was  so  hard- 
ened as  not  to  feel  for  her  sltaa^ 
tion  ;  bidding  her  not  give  herself 
the  least  concern,  as  he  was  certain 
of  getting  a  reprieve;  and  hoped  te 
live  to  revenge  himself  on  his  ene* 
mies,  even  if  he  sbonld  be  trans- 
ported. 

He  frequently  expressed  himself 
in  the  most  revengeful  terms  agalnat 
his  prosecutors;  and  appeaoed  in 
other  respects  so  destitute  of  all  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  that  his  con* 
duct  surprised  erery  one  who  vas 
witness  to  it.  Thus  he  spent  his 
time  without  preparing  for  the  sea* 
tenco  that  he  was  to  suffer,  and  still 
boasting  to  his  visitors  that  the  rank 
of  life  he  held  as  a  gentleman  wouU 
secure  him  a  reprieve. 

Luckhurst,  who  had  been  evi- 
dence against  him,  being  appre* 
hended  for  committing  a  robberj 
on  the  high  way,  ColUngton  thought 
this  a  fair  opportunity  to  solicit  a 
repriere;  for  which  purpose  he  dts* 
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patcbed  aa  express  to  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle ;  but  the  answer  he  re- 
oeiTed  was,  that  be  must  not  expect 
any  farour,  for  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  coanty  bad  exerted  their  in* 
flucnce  that  the  law  might  be  [ler- 
mitted  to  take  its  course. 

Oh  being  informed  that  the  war* 
rant  for  his  execution  was  arrifed, 
his  boasted  courage  left  him  for  a 
short  time ;  but,  recollecting  him. 
self,  he  inquired  if  Stone  was  in- 
cluded in  the  warrant ;  and,  being 
answered  in  the  affirmatife,  said  he 
lamented  his  situation  more  than 
his  own.  After  this  be  soon  reco. 
▼ered  his  spirits,  and  still  flattered 
himself  with  the  hoi)e  of  being  par- 
doned. 

The  day  preceding  his  execution 
he  was  visited  by  his  wife  and  sere- 


ral  relations,  who  advised  him  to 
make  a  serious  preparation  for  his 
approasbing  death,  and  asked  him 
where  ho  would  be  buried.  This 
question  inflamed  all  his  passions, 
so  that  he  swore  he  would  not  bo 
hanged ;  but,  soon  afterwards,  calU 
ing  for  a  glass  of  wine,  he  drank  it, 
saying,  ^  Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for 
to-morrow  we  die.' 

On  the  following  day  CoUington 
was  conveyed  to  the  place  of  exe« 
cution  in  a  mourning.coach,  and 
Stone  in  a  cart ;  and,  both  of  them 
being  placed  under  the  gallows, 
CoUuigton  prayed  with  the  minis, 
ter,  but  declined  making  any 
speech  to  the  surrounding  mul. 
titude. 

These  men  suffered  at  Canter, 
bury  on  the  7th  of  April,  1740. 


ROBERT  COX, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FOaOINO  SEAMEM's  TICKETS. 


This  man  was  tried  on  seTeral 
indictments:  the  first  for  stealing 
a  certain  obligation  called  <  a  sea- 
man's ticket,'  the  property  of 
Benjamin  Berry;  the  others  for 
forgery,  in  indorsing  the  same. 

When  ships  of  war  return  from 
a  long  foreign  station,  the  crews 
are  generally  turned  over  to  others 
fit  for  service;  and,  upon  these 
occasions,  each  man  is  delivered  a 
warrant,  signed  by  the  principal 
officers  under  whom  he  served,  and 
which  is  called  a  seaman's  ticket : 
in  fact,  it  Is  a  negotiable  property, 
when  indorsed,  like  a  note  of  hand 
or  bill  of  exchange;  but,  because 
the  men  should  not  be  tempted  to 
sell  their  tickets  under  price,  in- 
stead of  being  put  into  their  pos. 
session  they  are  sent  with  them  to 
the  captain  of  the  ship  to  which 
they  are  turned  over,  and  lodged 
in  his  hands  till  they  are  ordered  to 
tome  other  ship,  and  then  these 
tickets  are  still  sent  with  them. 


Soon  after  the  peace  was  agreed 
upon  the  men  of  the  Royal  George 
were  discharged,  and  the  tickets 
put  into  the  bands  of  their  proper 
owners;  but  those  of  Mr.  Berrj 
and  twelve  seamen  more  could  not 
be  fonnd.  They  immediately  laid 
the  fact  before  the  Lords  of  tbe 
Admiralty,  who  wrote  to  Captaiir 
Harrison.  The  captain  was  unable 
to  say  more  than  that  the  tickets 
could  not  be  found;  upon  which 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  thought 
fit  to  mulct  the  wages  due  to  the 
men  out  of  Captain  Harrison's  pay^; 
who  now  feeling,  most  sensibly, 
the  case  of  the  poor  sailors,  made 
more  immediate  inquiry  after  the 
lost  tickets,  and  accordingly  adver. 
tised  them,  with  a  reward  to  any 
person  who  should  make  a  db« 
covcry. 

Mr.  Cullen,  who  formerly  kept 
the  inn  called  the  India  Arms,  at 
Gosport,  deposed  that  the  identic 
cal  tickets,  so  advertised,  were  de- 
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posited  with  liim  by  tlie  prisoner, 
Robert  Cox,  as  secarify  for  twenty 
guineas  wKiicli  lie  had  lent  him:  and 
tiaat,  on  the  appearance  of  the  ad. 
Tertisement,  Cox  came  to  him  to 
beg  he  would  take  his  bond  for  the 
twenty  guineas,  and  gire  him  up 
the  tickets ;  but  Cullen  refused  to 
do  so,  and  hastened  to  give  informa- 
tion io  Captain  flarrison* 


Upon  the  trial  of  the  first  indict- 
ment no  proof  could  be  adduced 
that  the  prboner  stole  the  tickets : 
he  was  accordmgly  acquitted; — 
but  the  second  was  fatal  to  him; 
for,  as  it  was  fully  proTcd  that  he 
forged  the  name  of  Berry  to  the 
tickets,  he  was  found  guilty,  and 
executed  at  Winchester,  Septem. 
ber  1,  1749. 


MiUi  and  Ids  Ccmpanions  whipping  Hawkini  to  Death. 


JOHN  MILLS, 

EXECUTED  TOR  tfURDER. 


Tnis  monster  was  another  son  of 
Richard  Mills,  whose  execution 
has  already  appeared;  and  the 
sequel  will  show  that  he  was  in 
the  habits  of  cruelly  and  Tillainy 
*  worthy  of  his  sire.' 

He  also  was  concerned  in  the 
murder  of  the  custom-house  officers, 
but  escaped  a  little  longer  the  hand 
of  justice.  He  was  likewise  one  of 
that  gang  of  rillains  who  most  dar* 

▼OL.  II. 


ingly  broke  open  the  custom«house 
at  Poole ;  and  yet  was  he  reserred 
to  make  atonement  for  a  fresh  mur- 
der, equally  cruel  as  that  for  which 
his  father  and  brother  had  forfeited 
their  lires. 

John  Mills,  and  some  associates, 
trafclling  over  Hind  Heath,  saw  the 
judges  on  their  road  to  Chichester, 
to  try  the  murderers  of  Cbater  and 
Galley;  on  which  young  Mills  pro. 
37 
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poiiM  to  rob  them;  bui  the  otier 
pftiiies  refused  to  hare  toy  ooncera 
in  ftueb  an  affain 

S6o«  after  bit  father,-  brother, 
and  their  accomplieei,  were  hangedy 
Mills  Ihoagbt  of  going  to  Bristol, 
with  a  TieMT  of  embarking  for 
France ;  and,  hating  hinted  his  In^ 
tentioni  to  some  others,  they  re* 
soWed  to  accompany  hdm ;  and^ 
stopping  at  a  house  on  the  road, 
they  met  with  one  Richard  Haw- 
kins, whom  they  asked  to  go  with 
them;  but  the  poor  fellow  hesi. 
tating,  (hey  put  him  on  horseback 
behind  Mills,  and  carried  him  to 
the  Dog  and  Partridge,  on  Slehdon 
Common,  which  was  kept  by  John 
Reynolds. 

They  had  not  been  long  in  the 
house  when  complaint  was  made 
that  two  bags  of  tea  had  been 
stolen,  and  Hawkins  was  charged 
with  the  robbery.  Ho  steadily  de- 
nied any  knowledge  of  the  affair; 
but  this  not  satisfying  the  vil- 
lains, they  obliged  him  to  pull  off 
his  clothes;  and,  having  likewise 
stripped  themselves,  they  began  to 
whip  him  with  the  most  unrelenting 
barbarity ;  and  Curtis,  one  of  the 
gang,  said  be  did  know  of  the  rob- 
bery, and,  If  he  would  not  confess, 
he  would  whip  him  till  he  did  ;  for 
he  bad  whipped  maiy  a  rogue,  and 
washed  his  hands  in  his  blood.* 

These  bloodthirsty  villains  con- 
tinued whipping  the  poor  wretch 
till  their  breath  was  almost  eK# 
hausted :  while  he  begged  them  to 
spare  his  life,  on  account  of  hib 
wife  and  thild.  Hawkins  drawing 
up  bis  le^,  to  defend  himself  in 


some  fneasuK  from  their  blowe^ 
they  kicked  him  on  the  groin  ih  a 
manner  too  shocking  to  be  de* 
sDrtbed ;  continually  asking  him 
what  was  become  of  the  tea.  At 
length  the  unfortunate  man  men* 
tioned  something  of  his  father  and 
brother.;  on  which  Mills  and  one 
Curtis  said  they  wottkl  go  and  fetcli 
them ;  but  Hawkins  expired  sooo 
after  they  had  left  the  house. 

Rowland,  one  of  the  accom. 
plices,  now  locked  the  door;  and, 
putting  the  key  in  his  pocket,  he 
and  Thomas  Winter  (who  was  af- 
terwards admitted  evidence)  went 
out  to  meet  Curtis  and  Mills,  whom 
they  saw  riding  up  a  lane  leading 
from  an  adjacent  village,  having 
each  a  man  behind  him.  Winter 
desiring  to  speak  with  his  com- 
panions, the  other  men  stood  at 
a  distance,  while  he  asked  Curtis 
what  he  meant  to  do  with  them, 
who  replied,  to  confront  them  with 
Hawkins. 

Winter  now  said  that  Hawkins 
was  dead,  and  begged  that  no  more 
mischief  might  be  done ;  but  Curtis 
replied,  *  By  G—  we  will  go 
through  it  now ;'  but  at  length 
they  permitted  theii  to  go  home, 
saying  that  when  they  were  wanted 
they  should  bo  sent  for. 

The  murderers  now  coming  back 
to  the  public  house,  Reynolds  said 
^  You  have  ruined  me;'  but  Curtis 
replied  that  he  would  make  him 
amends.  Having  consulted  how 
they  should  dispose  of  the  body,  it 
was  proposed  to  throw  it  into  a  well 
in  an  adjacent  park;  but  this  being 
objected  to,  they  carried  it  twelve 


*  Onxht  11th  6f  December,  1*750,  jFohnWatling,  nitknamed  Peter  Jack,  a  stouggter 
of  Horsey,  in  Norfolk,  was  hanged.  This  villain,  araong  the  nuntrdvs  enormities  which 
he  coamiitted,  at  the  head  of  eleveu  more  sraiigilers,  went  in  the  night  to  the  bmmt  of 
Abraham  Bailey,  who  had  been  a  cu9toni-hous«(  watcbtnon,  pulled  him  out  of  bed,  whipped 
Kim  with  iheir  whips  until  the  blood  trickled  down  bis  body,  then  hunff  him  by  the. neck 
te  a  tree,  but  let  him  down  before  he  was  dead.  When  he  recovered  hii  senses  they 
obliged  him  to  answer  their  quettioDiy  and  made  bitt  swest  to  his  own  dHuiMtioii  if  he 
revealed  what  they  had  dene  to  him. 
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nlt«8,  and,  hating  tied  stones  to  it, 
in  oitlcr  to  sink  it,  tlkey  threw  it 
Into  a  pond  iu  Parham  Park,  be- 
loDgtog  to  Sir  Cecil  Bishop ;  and 
in  this  place  it  lay  more  than  two 
months  before  it  was  discovered. 

This  horrid  and  unprOToked 
nn filer  gare  rise  to  a  iroy al  pro. 
clamatiOo,  in  which  a  pardon  was 
offered  to  any  persons,  eyeo  out- 
lawed smugglers,  eicept  those  wh(^ 
had  been  guilty  of  murder,  or  con. 
eerned  in  breaking  open  the  cus- 
tom-house at  Poole,  on  the  condi- 
tion of  discofering  the  persons  who 
had  murdered  Hawkins,  particu- 
larly lilills,  who  was  charged  with 
having  had  a  concern  in  the  horrid 
transaction. 

Hereupon  William  Pring,  an 
outlawed  smuggler,  who  had  not 
had  any  share  in  either  of  the 
crimes  excepted  in  the  proclama- 
tion, went  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
and  informed  him  that  he  would 
ind  Mills  if  be  could  be  asccr- 
lained  of  his  own  pardon  ;  adding, 
that  he  baUeTed  be  « as  either  at 
Bath  or  Bristol. 

Being  assured  that  he  need  not 
doubt  of  the  pardon,  he  set  out  for 
Bristol,  where  he  found  Mills,  and 
with  him  Thomas  and  I^awrence 
Kemp,  brothers;  the  former  of 
whom  had  broken  out  of  Newgate, 
and  the  other  was  outlawed  by  pro. 
clamation.  Having  consulted  on 
their  desperate!  circumstances,  Pring 
offered  them  a  retreat  at  hii  hoase 
near  Beckenham,  in  Kent,  whence 
they  sight  make  excursions,  and 
commit  robberies  on  the  high- 
way. 

rieased  with  this  proposal,  they 
•et  out  with  Pring,  and  arrived 
in  safety  at  his  hoose ;  where  they 
had  not  been  long  before  he  pre- 
tended that  his  horse  being  an  in* 
different  one,  and  theirs  reniarkaUy 
gooif  he  wonid  go  and  procure  en- 


other,  and  then  they  would  prodeed 
on  the  intended  expedition. 

Thus  saying,  he  set  out,  and 
they  agreed  to  wait  for  his  return  ; 
but,  instead  of  going  to  procure  a 
horse,  he  went  to  the  house  of  Mr. 
Rackster,  an  otRcer  of  the  excise  at 
Horsham,  who,  taking  with  him 
seven  or  eight  armed  men,  went  to 
Beckenham  at  night,  where  they 
found  Mills  and  the  two  brothers 
Kemp  just  going  to  supper  on  a 
breast  of  veal.  They  immcdiatel/ 
secured  the  brothers  by  tying  their 
arms ;  but  Mills,  making  resistance, 
was  cut  with  a  hanger  before  he 
would  submit. 

The  offenders,  being  taken,  were 
conducted  to  the  county  gaol  for 
Sassex;  and,  being  secured  till  the 
assizes,  were  removed  to  £ast  Grin- 
stead,  where  the  brothers  Kemp 
were  tried  for  highway  robberies, 
convicted,  sentenced,  and  executed. 

Mills,  being  tried  for  the  marder 
of  Hawkins,  was  capitally  con- 
victed, and  received  sentence  of 
death,  and  to  be  hung  in  chaint 
near  the  place  where  the  murder 
was  committed. 

After  conviction  he  mentioned 
several  robberies  in  which  he  had 
been  concerned,  but  refused  to  tell 
the  names  of  any  of  his  accoHU 
plices;  declaring  that  he  thought 
he  should  merit  damnation  if  he 
made  discoveries  by  means  of  which 
any  of  his  companions  might  be  ap- 
prehended and  convicted. 

The  country  being  at  that  time 
filled  with  smugglers,  a  rescue  was 
feared ;  wherefore  he  was  conduct- 
ed to  the  place  of  execution  by  a 
guard  of  soldiers ;  and,  when  there^ 
prayed  with  a  clergyman,  confessed 
that  he  had  led  a  bad  life,  aeknow- 
lodged  the  murder  of  Hawkins,  de- 
sired that  all  young  people  would 
teke  warning  by  his  untimely  end, 
homUy  implored  the  forgiveness  #f 
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God,  and  professed  to  die  in  charity 
with  all  mankind. 

He    was  executed    on  Slendon 


Common  on  the  121h  of  August^ 
1749)  and  afterwards  hang  in  chains 
near  the  same  spot.* 


RICHARD  COLEMAN, 

BXECUTEO  ON  A  CHARGE  OF  MURDER,  OF  WHICH  HE  WAS  INNOCENT. 

In  our  note  respecting  the  case    estate,  and  rider  to  the  first  troop 

of  horse-guardSf  a  place  of  about 


of  Wood  and  Brown  we  have  al. 
ready  instanced  the  danger  of  iden- 
tifying another  whom  we  hare  seen 
but  casually,  in  the  evidence  given 
by  Sir  Thomas  and  Lady  Daven. 
port,  who,  with  their  servaiUs^ 
swore  to  the  persons  of  those  unfor. 
tunate  men  as  being  those  who  had 
robbed  them,  when  their  mistake 
was  discovered  by  proving  an  alibu 
We  lament  that  on  the  trial  of  Cole- 
man,  whom  we  shall  hereafter  find 
to  have  been  innocent  of  the  charge 
for  which  he  suffered  death,  this 
defence  did  not  succeed.  Well 
may  we  exclaim,  ^  Better  that 
ninety.nine  guilty  men  should  es- 
cape, than  the  innocent  hundreth 
should  suffer !' 

Shocked  at  the  fate  of  this  man', 
we  would  again  caution  prosecu- 
tors against  being  too  positive  in 
their  Identity  of  the  accused ;  and, 
previously  to  entering  upon  this 
melancholy  case,  will  give  another 
instance  of  the  fallibility  of  human 
nature. 

^t  the  assizes  for  Surrey,  held  at 
Kingston  on  the  ^  of  August, 
1740,  Bartholomew  Greenwood, 
Esq.  a  gentleman  of  good  private 


two  hundred  pounds  a  year  in 
value,  was  indicted  for  robbing 
— —  Wheatley,  Esq.  in  a  field  near 
Camberwell,  at  half  past  nine  on 
the  5th  of  June  then  last  past 

Mr.  Wheatley  positively  swore 
that  the  prisoner,  Mr.  Greenwood, 
was  the  identical  man  by  whom  he 
was  robbed  at  the  time  and  place 
above  mentioned.  From  the  opi- 
nions which  had  been  previously 
formed  on  the  improbability  of  a 
gentleman  of  Mr.  Greenwood's  re- 
spectability being  base  enough  to 
turn  footpad,  the  trial  engaged  the 
general  attention  of  the  county. 
The  prosecutor  called  a  number  of 
witnesses  as  to  his  fortune  and  high 
character,  which  they  testified  in  an 
eminent  degree. 

Mr.  Greenwood,  being  called 
upon  for  his  defence,  set  up  an 
alibi;  to  substantiate  which,  he 
called  a  number  of  witnesses  of 
equal  credibility,  who  proTcd  that 
he  was  in  a  different  place  at 
the  time  the  robbery  was  sworn  to 
have  been  committed.  They  gave 
a  distinct  detail,  and  adduced  many 
corroborating  circumstances,  how 


*  In  Suffolk,  about  thii  time,  wai  another  desperate  ganc  of  outlawed  smugglers. 
An  officer  of  excite,  having  received  information  that  two  of  the  most  daring  (one  of  the 
name  of  Rich,  and  the  other  called  Ceck)  were  at  a  certain  place  in  his  district,  he  went 
with  two  more,  well  armed,  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  overtook  them  near  the  Fens,  at  Mildew 
Hall.  The  smugglers  immediately  fired,  witboat  effect.  Rich  then  desperately  rode  op 
to  the  officer,  and  made  a  blow  at  him  with  a  broad  axe,  bat  missed ;  he  than,  in  ascaffie 
with  one  of  the  three  pursuers,  wrenched  his  pistol  from  him;  and,  firing  at  the  officer, 
knocked  out  two  of  his  teeth.  Recovering  the  effects  of  the  ball,  the  officer,  resolutely 
attacked  the  smuggler,  fired  a  brace  of  pistols  at  him,  and  beat  him  over  the  head  with 
the  butt^ends  of  them  until  he  fell  from  his  horse.  The  officer's  followers  were  chiefly 
mgafed  with  Cock,  who,  however,  effected  his  escape.  Rich  died  of  his  wooads  neat 
norningi  bis  ikuU  was  found  fractored,  and  two  balls  were  extracted  fromhi^  body. 
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and  where  he  passed  the  day  until 
eleTen  at  night  In  addition  to 
this  he  called  gentlemen  of  the  first 
rank,  and  the  officers  of  the  regt- 
raent  in  which  he  scrred,  in  sup- 
port of  his  character,  which  they 
completely  estcibltshod  as  a  man  of 
worth  and  probity. 

The  jury  were  conTineed  that 
the  prosecutor  had  mistaken  the 
prisoner,  and  instantly  acquitted 
him. 

Richard  Coleman  was  indicted  at 
the  assizes  held  at  Kingston,  in 
Surrey,  in  March,  1749,  for  the 
murder  of  Sarah  Green  on  the  %3d 
of  Jaly  preceding;  when  he  was 
capitally  couTicted. 

Mr.  Coleman  had  receifcd  a  de» 
cent  education,  and  was  clerk  to  a 
brewer  at  the  time  the  affair  hap- 
pened which  cost  him  his  life ; 
and  had  a  wife  and  two  children, 
who  were  reduced  to  accept  the 
bounty  of  the  parbh  in  consequence 
of  his  coufiction. 

The  murdered  person  was  Sarah 
Green,  who,  hating  been  with  some 
acquaintance  to  a  beanfeast  in  Ken* 
ntngton  Lane,  staid  to  a  late  liour, 
and  on  her  return  towards  South- 
wark  she  met  with  three  men,  who 
had  the  appearance  of  brewers'  ser- 
vants, two  of  whom  usel  her  in  a 
manner  too  inhuman  to  admit  of 
description. 

Such  was  the  ill  treatment  in* 
flicted,  that  it  was  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning  before  the  poor  girl 
was  able  to  reach  her  lodgings,  and 
on  the  following  day  she  was  so  ill 
that  sho  informeil  several  |)eople 
how  she  had  been  treated;  on 
which  she  was  sent  to  St.  Thomas's 
HospiUl. 

While  in  the  hospital  she  de- 
clared that  the  clerk  in  Taylor's 
(then  Berry's)  brew  house  was  one 
of  the  parties '  who  had  treated  her 
in  such  ao  iuImbous  manner ;  and 


it  was  supposed  that  Coleman  was 
the  person  to  whom  she  alluded. 

Two  days  after  the  shocking 
transaction  had  occurred  Coleman 
and  one  Daniel  Trotman  happened 
to  call  at  the  Queen's  Head  ale« 
house  in  Bandy.  Leg  Walk,  when 
the  latter  was  perfectly  sober,  but 
the  former  in  a  state  of  intoxica* 
tion.  Hafing  called  for  some  rum 
and  water,  Coleman  was  stirring  it 
with  a  spoon,  when  a  stranger 
asked  him  what  he  had  done  with 
the  pig ;  meaning  a  pig  that  had 
been  lately  stolen  in  the  heighbor« 
hood.  Coleman',  unconscious  of 
guilt,  and  concei?ing  himself  af- 
fronted by  such  an  impertinent 
question,  said  ^  Damn  the  pig,  what 
is  it  to  me?' 

The  other,  who  seems  to  have 
had  an  intention  to  insnare  him, 
asked  if  he  did  not  know  Kenninji;. 
ton  Lane.  Coleman  answered 
that  he  did,  and  added  ^  Damn  ye, 
what  of  that  ?'  The  stranger  then 
asked  him  if  he  knew  the  woman 
that  had  been  so  cruelly  treated  in 
Keonington  Lane.  Coleman  re- 
plied ^  Yes  ;'  and  again  said, 
'Damn  ye,  what  of  that?'  The 
other  roan  asked,  ^  Was  not  you 
one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  that 
affair  ?'  Coleman,  who,  as  we 
have  said,  was  intoxicated,  and  had 
no  suspicion  of  design,  replied,  *  If 
I  had,  you  dog,  what  then  ?'  and 
threw  at  him  the  spoon  with  which 
he  was  stirring  the  liquor.  A  tIo- 
ient  quarrel  ensued  ;  but  at  length 
Coleman  went  away  with  Trotman. 

On  the  following  day,  Coleman 
calling  at  the  Queen's  Head  above 
mentioned,  the  landlord  informed 
him  how  imprudently  he  had  acted 
the  preceding  one.  Coleman,  who 
had  been  too  drunk  to  remember 
what  had  passed,  asked  if  he  had 
offended  any  person  ;  on  which  the 
landlord  informed  hioi  of  what  had 
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happened;  but  the  other,  still  coo. 
scious  of  his  innocence,  paid  no  re* 
gard  to  what  he  said. 

On  the  ^9th  of  August,  Daniel 
Trotman  and  another  man  went  be. 
fore  Mr.  Clarke,  a  niagbtrate  in 
the  Borough,  and  charged  Cole- 
man on  suspicion  of  ha? ing  Tiolentlj 
assaulted,  and  cruelly  treated,  Sarah 
Green,  in  the  Parsonage  Walk, 
near  Newington  church,  in  Surrey* 

The  magistrate,  vrho  does  not 
seem  to  have  supposed  that  Cole, 
man  was  guilty,  sent  for  him,  and 
hired  a  man  to  attend  him  to  the 
hospital  where  the  wounded  woman 
lay ;  and  a  person,  pointing  out 
Coleman,  asked  if  he  was  one  of  the 
persons  who  had  used  her  90  cruel- 
ly. She  said  she  believed  he  was : 
but,  as  she  declined  to  swear  posi- 
tively  to  his  having  any  concern  in 
the  affair.  Justice  Clarke  admitted 
him  to  bail. 

Some  time  afterwards  Coleman 
was  again  taken  before  the  magis- 
trate, when  nothing  positively  being 
sworn  againsthim,  the  justice  would 
have  absolutely  discharged  him  :  but 
Mr.  Wynne,  the  master  of  the  in. 
jured  girl,  requesting  that  he  might 
once  more  be  taken  to  see  her,  a 
time  was  fixed  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  justice  touk  Coleman's 
word  for  his  appearance. 

The  accused  party  came  punc- 
tually to  his  time,  bringing  with 
him  the  landlord  of  an  alehouse 
where  Sarah  Green  had  drunk  on 
the  night  of  the  affair  uilh  the  three 
men  who  really  injured  her ;  and 
this  publican,  and  other  people, 
declared  on  oath  that  Coleman  was 
not  one  of  the  parties. 

On  the  following  day  Justice 
Clarke  went  to  the  hospital,  to  take 
the  examination  of  the  woman  on 
oath.  Having  asked  her  if  Cole- 
man was  one  of  the  men  who  had 
injured  her,  she  said  she  co«kl  not 


tell,  as  it  was  dark  at  the  time; 
but,  Coleman  being  called  in,  an 
oath  was  administered  to  her,  when 
Bhe  swore  that  he  was  one  of  the 
three  men  that  abased  her. 

Notwithstanding  this  oath,  the 
justice,  who  thought  the  poor  girl 
not  in  her  right  senses,  and  was 
convinced  in  his  own  mind  of  the 
innocence  of  Coleman,  permitted 
him  to  depart,  on  his  promise  of 
bringing  bail  the  following  day  to 
answer  the  complaint  at  the  next 
assises  for  Surrey  ;  and  he  brought 
his  bail,  and  gave  security  accord, 
ngly. 

Sarah  Green  dying  in  the  hospi. 
tal,  the  coroner^s  jury  sat  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  her  death;  and 
having  found  a  verdict  of  ^  Wilful 
Murder'  against  Richard  Coleman, 
and  two  persons  then  unknown,  a 
warrant  was  issued  to  take  Cole, 
man  into  custody. 

Though  this  man  was  conscioua 
of  his  innocence,  yet,  such  were  his 
terrors  at  the  idea  of  going  to  pri* 
son  on  such  a  charge,  that  he  ab. 
sconded,  and  secreted  himself  at 
Pinner,  near  Ilarrow-on.the- Hill. 

King  George  the  Second  being 
then  at  Hanover,  a  proclamatioa 
was  issued  by  the  lords  of  the  re- 
gency,  offering  a  reward  of  fiftj 
pounds  for  the  apprehension  of 
the  supposed  offender;  and  to  this 
the  parish  of  St.  Saviour,  South- 
wark,  added  a  reward  of  twentj 
pounds. 

Coleman  read  the  advertisement 
for  his  apprehension  in  the  Gazette, 
but  was  still  so  thoughtless  as  to 
conceal  himself;  though,  perhaps, 
an  immediate  surrender  would  have 
been  deemed  the  strongest  testi- 
roony  of  liis  innocence :  however, 
to  assert  his  innocence,  he  caused 
the  following  advertisement  to  be 
inserted  : 

^  I,  Richard  Cokman,  toeiag  my^ 
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mA(  adrertued  in  iht  Oazette,  as 
abftconding  on  account  of  the  mur- 
der of  Sarah  Grecn^  knowing  my. 
self  not  anj  way  culpable,  do  ai. 
strt  that  1  bate  not  absconded  Aram 
jistice ;  but  will  willingly  and 
readily  appear  at  the  neat  aa^iEes, 
knowing  that  my  innocence  will 
acquit  me.' 

Strict  search  being  made  after 
him,  he  was  apprehended  at  Pinner, 
abof e  mentionedyon  the  2^1  of  No« 
fember,  and  lodged  in  Newgate, 
whence  he  was  remo? ed  to  the  new 
gaol,  Sooth wark,  till  the  time  of 
the  assises  at  Kingston,  in  Surrey ; 
when  hb  conviction  arose  princi. 
pally  from  the  evidence  of  Trotman 
and  the  declaration  of  the  dying 
woman. 

Some  persons  positively  swore 
that  he  was  in  another  place  at  the 
time  the  fact  was  committed ;  but 
their  evidence  was  not  credited  by 
the  jury,  though  it  will  be  seen,  in 
a  subsequent  part  of  this  work, 
that  it  would  have  been  happy  if  a 
proper  attention  had  beeii  paid 
to  it 

After  conviction  Coleman  be- 
haved like  one  who  was  possessed 
of  conscious  innocence,  and  who 
had  no  fear  of  death  for  a  crime 
which  he  had  not  conrmitted. 

He  was  attended  at  the  place  of 
eiecQtion  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson, 
to  whom  ho  delivered  a  paper,  in 
which  he  declared,  in  the  most 
solemn  and  explicit  manner,  that 
lie  was  altogether  innocent  of  the 
crime  alleged  against  him.  He 
died  with  great  resignation,  la- 
mcnting  only  the  distress  in  which 
Im  sheuM  leave  a  wife  and  two 
chMdren. 

This  nnhappy  victim  to  errone- 
o«t  evldenee  suffered  the  senteaeo 


of  the  law  at  Kennington  Common 
on  the  19th  of  April,  1749. 

There  is  something  exceedingly 
shocking  in  the  fate  of  this  man. 
He  was  conTictcd,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, on  the  evidence  of  the  poor 
injvred  woman,  whose  eicraciating 
pains  of  body  may  well  be  sup- 
posed to  hare  impaired  the  facul- 
ties of  her  mind.  Her  doubt  re- 
specting him,  and  her  refusing  to 
swear  to  him  when  she  first  saw 
him  In  the  hospital,  ought,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  have  destroyed  the 
force  of  her  evidence,  when  the  ag* 
graTated  pains  of  the  body  had  still 
more  weakened  her  intellects. 

Justices  of  the  peace,  In  general, 
we  are  sorry  to  say  ft,  are  but  to^ 
fond  of  finding  out  evidence  against 
prisoners;  and  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  to  their  officious  diligence  ft 
is  owing  that  many  an  innocent  man 
has  lost  his  life.  Mr.  Clarke  was  a 
striking  exception  to  this  general 
rnle:  his  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
the  woman's  evidence  added  to  his 
prior  confidence  of  Mr.  Coleman's 
innocence. 

However  justices  may  choose  to 
act  In  cases  of  this  nature^  jurymen 
should  consider  themselves,  as  they 
really  are,  the  judges  of  the  fact } 
and  never  convict  on  evidence 
merely  circumstantial,  except  when 
the  circumstances  are  so  numerous 
in  themselves,  so  evidently  depend- 
ing on  each  other,  and  supported 
by  the  testimony  of  such  a  number 
of  credible  witnesses,  as  to  produce 
evidence  at  least  as  fall  as  what 
would  arise  from  the  positive  oath 
of  any  single  person. 

The  reader  will  hereafter  find  the 
proof  of  this  unhappy  man's  inno- 
cence, in  the  trial  of  those  who  ae- 
tually  perpetrated  the  murder. 
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SAMUEL  OOUCHMAN  AND  JOHN  MORGAN,  LIEUTE- 
NANTS OF  MARINES;  THOMAS  KNIGHT, 
CARPENTER;  AND  OTHERS; 


SHOT  FOR 

The  Chesterfield  man  of  war, 
under  the  command  of  Captaio 
O'Brian  Dudlej,  was  stationed  off 
Capc-coast  Castle,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa,  when  a  dangerous  mutiny 
broke  out  among  the  crew,  of 
whom  the  aboTe-named  o£kers 
were  the  leaders.  They  were 
charged  with  ^exdting  and  en. 
couraging  mutiny,  and  running 
away  with  his  majesty's  ship  Ches- 
terfield, on  the  10th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1748,  from  the  coast  of  Africa, 
leafing  their  captain,  two  lieute- 
nants, with  other  officers,  and  some 
seamen,  on  shore.' 

Hereupon  a  court-martial  was 
iield  on  board  his  majesty's  ship 
luYincible,  of  which  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  of  glorious  memory,  was 
president. 

The  first  evidence  called  in  sup- 
port of  the  prosecution  was  Mr. 
Gasterin,  the  late  boatswain  of  the 
Chesterfield,  who  deposed  that  on 
the  15th  of  October,  1748,  Captain 
Dudley,  being  then  on  shore  at 
Cape-coast  Castle,  sent  off  his  barge 
to  Lieutenant  Couchmtn,  ordering 
bim  to  send  the  cutter  on  shore  with 
the  boatswain  of  the  ship,  to  see  the 
tents  struck  on  shore,  and  to  bring 
CTcry  thing  belonging  to  the  ship 
onboard  that  night;  but  Couch- 
man  directly  ordered  the  barge  to 
be  hoisted  in,  and  the  boatswain  to 
turn  all  hands  on  the  quarter-deck, 
where  Mr.  Couchman,  coming 
from  his  cabin  with  a  drawn  sword, 
said,  ^  Here  I  am !  God  damn  me, 
I  will  stand  by  you  while  I  ha?e  a 
.drop  of  blood  in  my  body !'  He  was 
accompanied  by  John  Morgan, 
the  second  lieutenant  of  marines, 
Thomas  Knight,  the  carpenter,  his 
mate,  John  Place  (a  principal  ac- 
tor), and  about  thirty  seamen  with 


MUTINY. 

cutlasses.  They  then  ga?e  three 
huzzas,  and  threw  theif  hats  o? er- 
board;  damning  old  hats,  they 
would  soon  get  new. 

Couchman  then  sent  for  the 
boatswain,  to  know  if  he  would 
stand  by  him,  and  go  with  him :  he 
replied  ^No;'  and  said,  <  For 
God's  sake,  sir,  be  ruled  by  reason, 
and  consider  what  you  are  about.' 
Couchman  then  threa^ned  to  put 
him  in  irons  if  he  did  not  join  with 
him ;  but  the  boatswain  told  him  he 
neTer  would  be  in  such  piratical  de- 
signs :  he  was  then  ordered  into 
custody,  and  two  sentinels  putoTer 
him.  Couchman  soon  after  sent  for 
Gilham,  the  mate  of  the  ship,  and 
made  the  same  speech  to  him,  who 
desired  to  know  where  he  was 
bound,  and  upon  what  account? 
He  replied,  ^  To  take,  burn,  and 
sink,  and  settle  a  colony  in  the 
East  Indies.'  There  were  fife  or 
six  more  put  in  custody  with  the 
boatswain  in  the  same  place,  and 
were  confined  only  fi?e  or  six  hours; 
for,  in  the  middle  of  the  night  after 
their  confinement,  Couchman  sent 
for  them  into  the  great  cabin,  de- 
sired them  to  sit  and  drink  punch, 
and  then  dismbsed  them.  The;next 
day  the  boatswain  was  invited  to 
dinner  by  the  new  commander,  who 
began  to  rail  against  Captain  Dud- 
ley, and  asked  him  and  one  of  the 
mates  what  they  thought  of  the  af- 
fair. The  boatswain  replied  he 
thought  it  rank  piracy ;  on  which 
Coudiman  said,  ^  What  I  haTe 
done  I  cannot  now  go  from ;  I  was 
forced  to  it  by  the^  ship's  company.' 
The  boatswain  then  told  him  ^  that 
would  be  no  sanction  for  his  run- 
ning away  with  the  king's  ship.' 
The  carpenter  and  lieutenant  then 
pro^ioscd  their  biguing  a  paper  3  to 
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which  the  boatswtiin  rej^ted  <He 
■ever  would;  and  would  sooner 
SBffinr  desth.'  The  mate  said  the 
same.  When  the  hoatswahi  cane 
oat  of  the  great  cabin  he  went  to 
the  gunner's  cabin,  who  was  then 
udLy  and  unable  to  come  out  of  it, 
but  was  of  great  use  hj  his  prudent 
advice  and  assistance;  for,  after  the 
boatswain  had  told  him  that  Couch. 
HMui's  part/  had  taken  possession 
of  all  the  arms,  he  said  that  he  could 
furnish  him  with  twenty  pistols. 
By  this  time  Mr.  Fraser  and  Mr. 
Giiham,  mates  of  the  ship,  the  gun. 
ner's  mate,  and  Yeoman,  the  cock, 
swain  of  the  barge»  were  come  to 
them,  when  the  boatswain  commu* 
Bleated  his  design  of  recoTering  the 
ship  that  Tery  night  To  this  they 
all  agreed  with  the  greatest  resolu- 
tion. 

It  began  then  to  be  very  dark, 
being  10  p.ni.  when  the  boatswain 
went  to  sound  the  ship's  company. 
On  the  forecastle  there  were  about 
thirty  men,  to  whom,  in  a  plun  but 
prudent  manner,  he  disclosed  the 
secret,  and  soon  convinced  them 
both  of  the  facility  and  necessity  of 
putting  the  scheme  immediately  in 
practice :  accoiidingly,  the  first  step 
was  to  get  up  all  the  irons  or  bilboes 
on  ilie  forecastle ;  he  then  sent  for 
the  twenty  pistols,  which  were  all 
loaded :  he  next  ordered  three  men 
upon  the  grand  magazine,  and  two 
to  that  abaft ;  and  the  remainder, 
who  had  no  pistols,  to  stay  by  the 
bilboes,  and  secure  as  many  prison, 
ers  as  he  should  send.  This  dispo- 
sition being  made,  he  went  directly 
down  on  the  deck,  where  he  divided 
his  small  company  into  two  parties ; 
and,  one  going  down  the  main,  the 
other  the  fore  hatchway,  they  soon 
secured  eleven  or  twolve  of  the 
ringleaders,  and  sent  them  up  to  the 
forecastle  without  the  least  noise. 
The  two  parties  then  joined,  and 
went  directly  to  the  great  cabin, 


where  they  secured  Gonchman  and 
Morgan,  with  the  carpenter,  whom 
they  immediately  conined  in  diffisr- 
ent  parts  of  the  ship. 

'^hus  was  the  ship  bmveiy  leseoed 
by  the  intrepidity  and  prudenoe  of 
a  few  honest  fellows,  after  she  had 
been  about  thirty  hours  in  the  pea- 
session  of  a  poor  unhappy  man,  who 
appears  to  have  been  utterly  unfit 
for  so  daring  an  enterprise,  and  waa 
in  his  unfortunate  condition  Tery 
penitent. 

The  boatswain  (Roger  Winkat) 
was  afterwards  rewarded  with  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  as  master- 
attendant  of  Woolwich  yard. 

John  Place  was  charged  with 
being  very  active  in  the  mutiny. 
The  gunner  deposed  tiiat  the  said 
Place' came  to  him,  as  he  lay  sick  in 
hb  cabin,  with  a  drawn  cntlass  and 
a  cocked  pistol,  and  swore  that  he 
would  murder  him  if  he  did'not  do* 
liver  to  him  the  key  of  the  maga- 
zine.  He  made  no  defence,  but 
submitted  to  the  mercy  of  the 
Court. 

John  Place,  after  sentence,  wrote 
letters  of  religious  exhortation  to  his 
brothers  in  affliction.  His  letter  to 
Mr.Couchman  upbraids  him  with 
having  been  the  murderer  of  those 
who  were  condemned  with  him,  by 
first  seducing  them  from  their  duty ; 
exhorts  him  not  to  attempt  to  screen 
himself  by  imputing  his  guilt  to 
others ;  and  concludes,  *  I  freely 
forgive  you,  though  you  are  the 
cause  of  my  death,  as  you  know 
full  well ;  and  I  would  have  you 
act  with  a  brave  resignation  to  the 
will  of  God ;  and  not,  by  mean 
hopes  of  life,  lose  an  opportunity 
to  secure  a  blessed  eternity.  De- 
spise  nfe,  as  I  do,  with  God's  as- 
sistance, and  die  like  a  man.' 

ANSWER. 

<  Mr.  Place, 
^  You  will  die  like  a  villain. 

*  St  COUCIIMAN.' 
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The  Covri  foviid  the  feUowing 
fiiiltjf,  who  were  executed  in  the 
naiiiier  hereafter  mentioned : 

On  the  14th  Julj,  Samuel  Couch-i 
nan^  irst  lieutenant  of  marines, 
thot 

Julj  14,  John  Morgan^  second 
lientenaiit  of  marinet ,  thot. 

Julj  24,  TboauM  Knight,  car. 
penter;  John  Place,  carpenter's* 
mate;  John  Meeks,  seaman ;  WiU 
Ham  Anderson,  seaman;  John 
Reed,  quarter.master ;  and  Thomas 
kcott,  seaman,  haaged« 


Captain  Dudley  was  tried  for 
^Neglect  of  dutjr,  in  keeping  a 
nua)ber  of  his  officers  on  shore  at 
Cape-ooaat  Castle,  when  the  ship 
was  sailed,'  and  acqaitted. 

Others  of  the  ship's  company »• 
alio  tried  for  mutiny,  were  ac 
quitted. 

On  the  96(h  of  June,  1740, 
Ja«ifl»  Colfin,  late  boatswain's 
mate  on  board  the  Hichmond  man 
of  war,  was  hanged  at  Portsmoalh 
for  mutiny. 


HUGH  DAWSON  AND  JOHN  GAMMELL, 

EXECUTED  FOR  ROBBtEY* 


Dawson  was  an  Irishman,  and 
born  of  respectable  parents,  his 
father  ha? ing  been  a  bookseller  in 
Londonderry.  Gammell  was  a 
Scotchman,  of  Greenock  ;  and  both 
were  la^y  worthless  fellows. 

The  father  of  Dawson,  finding 
his  son  would  settle  to  no  business 
in  his  own  country,  scnt|luoi  to  sea 
in  a  trading  vessel,  the  property  of 
one  of  bis  relations*  After  the  first 
▼oyage  ho  remained  some  time  at 
home,  and  did  not  seem  to  entertain 
any  farther  thoughts  of  going  to 
sea;  but,  falling  in  love  with  a 
young  woman  in  the  neighborhood, 
she  promised  him  marriage,  but  ad- 
Tised  him  to  follow  his  former  oc. 
cupation  some  time  longer. 

In  consequence  of  this  advice  he 
went  again  to  sea ;  and,  on  bis  re. 
turn  from  each  Toyage,  ifisited  his 
favorite  girl :  but  at  length  it  was 
discoTered  by  her  parents  (hat  she 
was  pregnant  by  her  lover.  Alarmed 
by  this  circumstance,  they  propose4 
to  Dawson's  father  to  give  him  a 
fortune  proportioned  to  what  tbey 
would  bestow  on  their  girl ;  but 
this  the  old  man  obstinately  refused, 
though  the  son  earnestly  entreated 
him  to  accede  to  the  proposal. 

Hereupon  young  Dawson  left  his 


parents,  swore  ho  would  nevee 
again  return  hooM,  and  went  onee 
more  to  sea.  Having  made  some 
voyages,  the  vessel  in  which  ho 
sailed  put  into  the  harbour  of  Sand, 
wich ;  on  which  Dawson  quitted  a 
seafaring  life,  and  married  a  girl  ef 
fortune^  who  boro  him  two  chtU 
dren,  which  were  left  to  the  oaro 
of  her  relations  at  her  death,  which 
happened  six  yean  after  her  mar« 
riaae. 

On  this  event  Dawson  went  again 
to  sea,  and  was  in  several  naval 
engagements.  When  his  skip  waa 
paid  off  he  went  to  Bristol,  whors 
ho  was  arresteil  for  a  debt  he  had 
contracted.  At  this  period  he  heard 
of  the  death  of  bis  father,  and  that 
his  mother's  atfectaon  for  him  was 
in  no  degree  diminished ;  on  which 
he  wrote  her  an  account  of  his 
situation;  and  she  sent  him  fifty 
pounds,  which  relieved  him  from 
his  embarcatsiaents. 

Having  procured  his  liberty,  ho 
went  to  Condon,  and,  marrying  the 
widow  of  a  seaman,  who  possessed 
some  money,  they  lived  in  hamuniy 
a  considerable  time,  till,  making  a 
connexion  with  dissolute  cempa* 
aions,  he  commenced  the  practices 
which  led  to  his  ruin* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATK  CALENOAIt        »9 


Gammell,  who  had  been  a  thip- 
mate  with  I>awsoo,  wai  one  of  these 
oonipaaioo9)  and,  being  now  out  of 
employment,  adiUed  him  to  go  on 
the  highway.  He  hesitated  for  some 
time :  but,  hafing  drank  freely,  his 
resolution  failed  him,  and  he  agreed 
to  the  fatal  proposal. 

These  accomplices  dressed  them. 
aelTCs  as  sailors,  and,  concealing 
blodgeont  under  their  jackets, 
knocked  down  the  persons  they  in. 
tended  to  rob,  and  stripped  them 
of  their  effects. 

The  robbery  which  cost  them 
their  Uf ea  was  eomoiitted  near  New 
Grots  turnpike,  on  a  gentleman 
named  Outridge,  from  whom  they 
took  his  money  and  watch,  and 
treated  him  with  great  barlNurity. 
Being  pursued  bjrsome  people  whom 
Mr.  Outridge  informed  of  the  rob* 
bery,  Dawson  was  overtaken  and 
eon6ned ;  and,  having  git  en  in* 
formation  where  Gammell  lodged, 
he  likewise  was  apprehended  ;  and 
both  of  them  being. conveyed  to  the 
new  gaol,  Southwark,  they  mutu* 
ally  recriminated  on  each  other. 

On  the  approach  of  the  assiies 
for  Surrey  the  prisoners  were  car- 
ried to  Croydon,  where  they  were 
both  tried,  and  capitally  convicted. 
After  sentence  was  passed,  Dawson 
was  visited  by  a  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  who  intimated  that  he  had 
beard  he  was  of  the  Romish  reli* 
gion  :  but  the  other  said  he  would 
die  in  the  Protestant  faith,  in  which 
lie  had  been  educated;  but,  not* 
withstanding  this  declaration,  aiid 
his  regular  attendance  on  the  forms 
of  the  Protestant  mode,  there  was 
reason  to  conclude  that  he  was 
a  Catholic  from  a  paper  that  was 
found  in  his  cell  after  his  death. 

On  the  night  preceding  the  exe^ 
aution  the  behaviour  of  Dawson 
evinced  the  distraction  of  his  mind. 
He  was  visited  by  his  wife,  who 
had  been  sitting  some  time  with  him, 
when  the  turnkey  camo,  and  inti* 


mated  that  hemMst  retira:  on  wkicb 
he  refused  to  go,  and  knocked  the 
turnkey  down :  but  others  of  the 
keepers  coming,  he  was  secured* 
Uis  wife  would  now  have  taken  m 
final  leave  of  him ;  and  he  said  if 
she  did  not  depart  he  would  mur- 
der her. 

As  the  keepers  were  conducting 
him  through  the  court-yard  to  his 
oeli,  he  called  to  the  olhcr.pri. 
•oners^  Mying,  ^  Hallo  i  my  boys ! 
Dawson  is  to  be  hanged  to*morrow.' 

The  prisoners  were  eon?eytd  to 
the  place  of  execution  in  the  same 
oart;  and,  when  there,  Dawson 
expressed  hb  hope  of  salvation 
through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  declared  he  died  in  charity  with 
all  men.  Gammell  addressed  tho 
surrounding  multitude,  partioalarly 
hoping  that  his  brother  seamen 
would  avoid  the  commusion  of  sneh 
crimes  as  led  to  his  deplombW  end. 
He  hoped  forgiveness  from  all  whom 
he  had  injured,  and  acknowledged 
that  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  equity  of 
the  laws. 

These  men  were  hanged  at  iUn* 
nington  Common  on  the  99d  of 
Augusr,  1749. 

On  considering  this  story,  it  may 
be  proper  to  rcprol^te  the  conduct 
of  Dawson*s  father,  who  would  not 
contribute  what  he  was  able  to  em- 
power him  to  do  justice  to  a  poor 
girl  whom  he  had  injured,  whom  he 
sincerely  loved,  who  indisputably 
loved  him,  and  who  would  probably 
have  made  him  a  good  wife,  and 
saved  him  from  the  ignominious 
fate  which  was  the  constquence  of 
his  future  crimes. 

Proper  as  it  may  be  to  expatiala 
on  the  duty  of  children  to  parents, 
it  cannot  be  less  proper  to  remark 
on  that  duty  which  parents  owe  to 
children.  These  obligations  are  in* 
deed  reciprocal ;  and,  if  a  child  is 
bound  to  pay  obedience  to  the  fa* 
tlicr  who  protecU  and  educates  him, 
the  father  is  not  U:s6  bound  to  treat 
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with  kindnesi  and  humanity  die 
child  who  owes  hit  being  to  him* 

Happy  are  those  families  where 
fathers  and  sons,  where  mothers 
and  daughters,  life  in  mutual  lo?e 
and  confidence,  in  a  constant  re- 


gard and  nnabating  esteem  for 
each  other!  It  u  a  life  like  this 
which  makes  home  at  all  times 
the  most  agreeable  of  places,  and 
constitutes  a  little  heafen  upon 
earth! 


BOSAVERN  PENLEZ, 

EXECUTED  FOR  BEING  CONCERNED  IN  A  RIOT. 


Tilts  unhappy  youth  (for  he  can 
hardly  be  deemed  a  malefactor)  was 
the  son  of  a  natiTe  of  the  bland  of 
Jersey,  who,  hating  been  educated 
at  Oxford,  entered  into  orders  ; 
and,  haTiog  obtained  a  small  church 
preferment  settled  near  Exeter, 
where  his  unfortunate  son  was  bom. 

His  father  dying  while  he  was 
young,  he  was  placed  as  an  appren. 
tice  to  a  barber  and  peruke«maker 
at  Exeter,  by  the  stewards  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Clergy.  Having  served 
hit  apprenticeship  with  the  highest 
reputation  for  good  character  and 
sobriety,  he  came  to  London,  and 
li?ed  in  scTeral  places  with  the 
utmost  credit,  till  a  circumstance 
equally  unpremeditated  and  un- 
foreseen occasioned  his  destruction. 

On  Saturday,  the  Ist  of  July, 
1749,  three  seamen  belonging  to 
the  Grafton  man  of  war,  having 
called  at  a  house  of  ill  fame  in  the 
Strand,  were  (here  robbed  of  their 
watches,  a  bank-note  value  twenty 
pounds,  four  rooidores,  and  thirty 
guineas. 

The  seamen  demanded  a  repanu 
tion  for  their  loss ;  instead  of  which 
some  bullies  belonging  to  the  house 
pushed  them  from  the  door;  where- 
upon they  went  away,  denouncing 
▼eogeance ;  and,  having  collected  a 
number  of  their  companions  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Wapping,  they 
returned  at  night,  broke  open  the 
house,  turned  the  women  almost 
naked  into  the  streets,  ripped  up 
the  beds,  threw  the  feathers  out  of 
the  window,  broke  the  furniture  in 
pieces^  and  made  a  bonfire  of  it. 


^  Having  proceeded  to  behave  in  a 
similar  manner  at  another  house  of 
ill  fame,  a  party  of  the  guards  was 
sent  for,  and  the  mob  for  the  pre- 
sent dispersed. 

On  the  following  day,  being  Sun- 
day, immense  numbers  of  people 
crowded  to  see  the  ruins  of  the  In- 
famous houses;  and  on  this  day 
Bosavem  Penles  went  to  the  house 
of  Mr.  Pearce,  in  Wych  Street, 
where  he  had  left  some  clothes ; 
and,  when  he  had  cleaned  himself, 
he  visited  an  acquaintance  named 
Tajlor,  with  whom  he  drank  at  a 
public  house,  dined,  and  spent  the 
afternoon. 

In  the  evening  Penlez  walked  in 
Somerset  Gardens,  and,  at  eight 
o'clock,  went  back  to  his  friend 
Taylor,  who  being  engaged  with 
company,  Penles  declined  staying, 
and  proceeded  to  meet  an  acquaint- 
ance at  the  Horseshoe,  near  Teou 
pie  Bar.  Having  drank  some  beer 
with  him,  he  was  returning  to  his 
lodgings,  when  he  unfortunately 
met  with  another  acquaintance^ 
who  told  him  it  was  his  birth-day, 
and  begged  he  would  drink  some 
punch  with  him. 

This  request  being  complied  with, 
Penlez  became  quite  intoxicated; 
and,  in  his  way  home,  found  a 
mob  at  the  door  of  the  Star  tavern, 
near  Temple  Bar,  endeavoring  to 
destroy  what  the  seamen  had  left 
nndemolished.  Many  of  the  people 
got  into  the  house,  and  did  great 
damage;  and  Penlex,  with  John 
Wilson  and  Benjamin  Launder, 
was  taken  into  custody. 
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Beisf  brought  (o  trial  at  the  next 
seuions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  the  wit* 
nesses  were  Peter  Wood  (the  land* 
lord),  his  wife,  and  one  Reeves^ 
their  serrant,  who  positivelj  swore 
to  the  commission  of  the  facts  al* 
leged  in  the  indictment 

To  discredit  their  testimonj,  Mr. 
John  Mizoo,  the  collector  of  the 
scavenger's  rate,  deposed  that  he 
did  not  think  the  oath  of  Mr.  or 
Mrs.  Wood  was  to  be  taken,  and 
that  he  would  not  hang  a  cat  or  a 
dog  on  thdr  evidence,  fie  added, 
that  the  house  thej  kept  was  of  the 
most  notorious  ill  fame;  that  the 
rates  were  paid  in  the  name  of 
Thompson;  that  Wood  and  his 
wife  had  been  often  prosecuted  for 
keeping  a  disorderly  house;  and 
that  the  neighbours  were  afraid  to 
appear  against  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  trial  Wood 
swore  ^  that  the  mob  amounted  to 
about  seven  hundred  people ;  that 
eight  or  ten  of  them  came  into  his 
parlour,  among  whom  were  WiU 
son  and  Penlez ;  that  they  broke 
the  partition  with  their  sticks,  pulU 
*ed  out  the  pieces  with  their  hands, 
destroyed  all  the  furniture  in  the 
parlour,  and  threw  it  into  the 
street,  broke  down  his  bar,  and 
knocked  him  down  on  the  stairs ;' 
with  many  other  circumstances, 
tending  to  prove  the  riot,  and  that 
the  prisoners  were  concerned  in  it. 

Several  persons  of  reputation  ap- 
peared to  the  character  of  the  pri- 
soners; but  the  positive  evidence 
against  them  induced  the  jury  to 
convict  Penles  and  Wilson;  bnt 
Launder  was  acquitted. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 
St  Clement  Danes,  and  many  indi. 
vidnals,  made  great  interest  to  save 
these  unfortunate  youths,  in  conse- 


qoenee  of  whMi  Wilson  was  re« 
prieved,  bit  Penlei  was  oideied 
for  execution. 

It  is  said  that  the  king  was  «* 
posed  to  have  pardoned  them  both ; 
but  that  Lord  Chief  Justice  WlHea, 
before  whom  they  were  tried,  de* 
dared  in  council  that  no  regard 
would  be  paid  to  the  laws  except 
one  of  them  was  made  an  example 
of.  Our  account  informs  us  that  the 
king  still  inclined  to  pardon  them 
both,  and  that  the  chief  justice  was 
three  times  sent  for  and  consulted 
on  this  occuion ;  but  that  he  still 
persisted  in  his  former  opinion.* 

After  conviction  Penlex  behaved 
in  such  a  manner  as  evidently  tes* 
tified  the  goodness  of  his  disposi. 
tion,  and  the  little  probability  there 
was  of  such  a  man  committing  a 
wilful  premeditated  crime.  It  is 
not  in  huignage  to  describe  how 
much  he  was  pitied  by  the  public. 
Every  one  wished  his  pardon,  and 
wondered,  without  considering  the 
necessity  that  there  was  for  an  ex- 
ample,  that  he  was  not  spared. 

When  the  day  of  execution  ar. 
rived  he  prepared  to  meet  his  fate 
with  the  conscionsness  of  an  Inno- 
cent man,  and  the  courage  of  a 
Christian.  The  late  Sir  Stephen 
Theodore  Janssen,  Chamberlain  of 
London,  was  at  that  time  sheriff; 
and  a  number  of  soldiers  being 
placed  at  Holbom  Bars,  to  con« 
duct  Penlei  to  Tyburn  (as  a  rescue 
was  apprehended),  the  sheriff  po- 
litely  dismissed  them,  asserting  that 
the  civil  power  was  sufficient  to 
carry  the  edicts  of  tiie  law  Int6 
effeetual  execution. 

This  unhappy  youth  was  exe- 
cated  at  Tyburn  on  the  18th  of 
October,  1740. 

The  worthy  Inhabitants  of  St. 


*  It  is  a  well-kiSown  fact  that  Lord  Chief  Jastic«  Willes  was  a  steady  assertor  of  the 
dignity  of  the  law.  It  coold  not  be  supposed  that  he  could  have  any  prejudice  against 
the  convict ;  and  it  roost  he  concluded  that  his  opinion  arose  from  a  regard  to  the  public 
weal. 
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dtoMitt  DftoM,  wh4  had  been  among 
*€ie  fortiiHWC  is  solicititig  a  pardon 
for  Penlez,  finding  all  th«ir  effi^rti  in-^- 
^oifcctaal,  did  all  poislble  honour  to 
his  menoi^,  by  borjing  him  in  a 
-diitingtiitbtd  manner  In  a  church, 
yard  of  their  parish,  on  tlie  ef ening 
after  his  unfortunate  exit,  which 
happened  in  the  iarenty.third  year 
of  hit  age» 

InttesKl  of  making  aiiy  reflections 
on  this  case,  we  shall  insert  the  foU 
lowing  piece,  which  will  sufficiently 
declare  the  sentiments  of  the  public, 
at  the  time,  on  this  interesting  oc« 
^asion  c 

*  A  Monumental  Inscription  in. 
tended  for  Penlez,  the  person  who 
was  executed  for  assisting  to  de- 
molish the  houses  of  ill  fame  in  the 
Strand. 

^  To  the  memory  of  the  unfortunate 

BoSAVEliN  PekLSZ, 

Who  finished  a  life,  generally 

well  reported  of, 

By  a  violent  and  ignominious  death* 

lie  was  the  son  of  a  clergyman. 

To  whom  be  was  indebted  for  an 

education  which  he  ao  wisely 

improved 

As  to  merit  the  love  and  esteem  of 

all  that  knew  him* 

But  actuated  by  principles,  in  them. 

selves  truly  laudable, 

(Whea  rightly  directed,  and 

properly  restrained,) 

He  was  hurffied,  by  a  ibai,  for  his 

ooantryiien, 

And  an  honest  detestation  of 

PUBLIC  STSW9, 

(The  most  certain  bawe  of  youth, 
and  the  disobaob  of  dovbbm* 

MBMT,) 

To  engage  hi  an  uadertaking,  which 

the  most  partial  cannot  defend, 
And  yet  the  IcasI  candid  must  ex- 

cuse. 
For  thos  indeliberatety  mixing  with 


rioters,  whom  be  aceidontaRy 

mat  with, 

He  was  cofidemaed  to  die,; 

And,  of  four  hundred^  persons  coo* 

cemed  in  the  same  attempt, 

he  only  snifered, 

Though  neither  principal  nor  coo* 

triTcr. 

How  well  he  deserted  life  appears 

From  his  generous  contempt  of  It, 

in  forbidding  a  rescue  of  himself: 

And  what  returna  he  woold 

hare  made 

to  aOYAL  CLEMBfrCT, 

Had  It  been  extended  to  him,  may 

fairly  be  presumed 

From  his  noble  endear  ours  to  pre* 

?ent  the  least  affront  to  that 

power, 

Which,  though  greatly  importuned, 

refused  to  save  him. 

What  was  denied  (o  hJs  person 

was  paid  to  hi^  ashes 

By  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Clement 

Danes, 

Who  ordered  him  to  be  inferred 

among  their  brethren, 

Itefrayed  the  charges  of  his  funeral. 

And  thought  no  mark  of  pity  or 

respect  too  much 

For  this  unhappy  yontb. 

Whose  death  was  occasioned  by  no 

other  fault 

But  a  too  warm  indignation  for 

their  snfferings. 

By  his  sad  example,  reader!  be 

admonisheid 
Of  the  many  ill  consequences  that 

attend  an  intemperate  zeal. 
Learn  hence  to  respect  the  laws-^ 

even  the  most  oppressive; 
And  think  thyself  happy  under  that 

gOTemment, 
<<  That  doth  truly  and  indiff^eniljf 

administer  justice, 
To  the  punishment  of  wicAeDwaM 

and  ncE, 
And  to  the  maintenance  of  God's 

TRUE  RELIGION  and  VIBTUB.'*  *    ' 


♦  Wood's  tcstimonj  styi  ttvtn  hundred,  but  this  must  have  been  given  bj  gaatt. 
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BENJAAMPf  NEALE, 

EXECUTED    FOIl    BURGLARY. 


Bbmjamiii  Njeai«e  was  the  son 

of  an  apothecary  and  svrgeon  al 
fi&lel^  in  Warwickshire,  who^  har. 
ing  many  children  to  provide  foi*, 
apprenticed  Benjamin  (o  a  baket  in 
a  large  business  at  Coventry. 

During  his  apprenticeship  his 
conduct  was  Tery  reprehensible; 
for  be  would  frequently  stay  otit 
whole  nights,  and  return  (o  his 
master^s  house  in  the  morning  in  a 
state  of  intoxication* 

With  some  difficulty  he  served  to 
tkeend  of  his  time,  when  several  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Coventry  reoom- 
neoded  it  to  his  Oathcr  to  put  him 
into  busineis,  and  promised  to  deal 
with  him ;  and  the  father  enabled 
hioa  to  begin  the  world  in  a  ^cdit^. 
able  manner.  For  a  considerable 
tisio  be  had  such  success  in  busi. 
B€SSy  that  be  became  the  print- 
cipal  baker  in  the  place,  and  mar. 
ried  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  al*. 
dermeo^  with  wbom  he  received  a 
good  fortune ;  and  ho  would  soon 
have  been  a  riob  man  if  be  had  paid 
a  proper  attention  to  his  bosiness : 
however,  it  was  not  long  after  he 
relieved  his  wife's  fortune  before 
be  began  to  give  hiaiself  such  airs 
fii  coosequeiice  as  rendered  him  dis- 
agrecftblo  to  bis  wife,  and  made  the 
servants  look  on  him  as  a  perfect 
tyrant. 

To  this  behaviour  succeeded  a  no. 
gleet  of  his  business,  which  visibly 
declined,  white  he  frequented  cock- 
pits and  horse-races*  It  was  in  vain 
thai  his  father  and  his  wife  remon. 
stsmted  en  tbe  inlproprlety  of  his 
comlect,  and  represented  its  incon* 
sbtence  with  the  life  of  a  trades. 
mma :  be  continued  bis  courses  till 
bb  cbaradar  was  lost,  and  he  was 
reduced  to  labour  as  a  journeyman 
baker. 

Unable  to  lubmit  with  deeency 


to  a  fate  wbioh  he  bad  brought  on 
Mmseif,  he  wandered  about  the 
coantry,  pieking  up  a  casual  and 
doubtful  subsistence.  Returning 
one  night  to  Coventry,  be  foaml 
bis  mother,  his  wlfe^  aiid  eldld^  hi 
company.  He  demanded  money; 
but  (hey  refusing  to  suppty  hio^  he 
threatened!  to  murder  them,  and 
was  proceeding  to  pat  hit  Uireals 
into  execution^  when  their  cries 
aUrmed  their  neighbours^  and  pre- 
vented the  perpetration  of  the  dec4; 
but  this  ad'air  had  such  an  effect  on 
his  wife,  that  she  was  seised  with  a 
fcrer,  which  soon  put  a  period  to 
her  life. 

This  disaster  did  not  seem  to 
make  any  impression  on  his  mind  ; 
for,  travelling  soon  after  into  Staf. 
fordiihire,  he  married  a  second  wife; 
but,  returning  to  CoTcntry,  bepri* 
vately  sold  off  his  effects,  and  left 
the  |)Oor  woman  in  cir^omstanoeaof 
great  distress. 

It  was  not  long  after  this  befWe 
be  commenced  highwayman^  and 
cfMnmitted  a  rariety  of  robberies  on 
different  roads,  and  at  length  became 
a  housebreaker,  which  brougbt  him 
to  a  fatal  end. 

At  Farnham,  in  Sorr^,  lived  ft 
gentleman  of  fortune,  named  New^ 
ton,  at  whoso  house  Neale  thought 
he  might  acquire  a  considerable 
booty  ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  tbie 
plan,  be  broke  into  the  house  ttt 
four  o*clock-in  the  morning,  and, 
forcing  open*  a  bureau,  stole  several 
bank-notes,  an  East.India  bond, 
between  fifty  and  sixty  powidt  in 
cash,  some  medals  of  gold,  and  sun- 
dry  other  valuable  articles. 

Mr.  Newton  no  sooaer  diaoo- 
vered  tbe  robbery  than  be  se«t  off 
a  messenger)  with  a  letter  to  his 
brother  in  London,  requesting  that 
he  would  advertise  the  loss,  and 
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itop  paymeot  of  the  notes.  When 
Ne9\e  bad  committed  the  robbery 
he  likewise  proceeded  towards  Lon- 
don, and,  when  he  came  to  Brent* 
ford,  offisred  some  watermen  three 
and  sixpence  to  row  him  to  town  ; 
but  this  they  refused,  and  Nealehad 
no  sooner  got  into  another  boat, 
which  was  putting  from  the  shore, 
than  the  messenger  arri?ed  at  Brent* 
ford ;  and  the  waterman,  having  en- 
tertained a  suspicion  of  Neale, 
asked  the  man  if  he  was  in  pursuit 
of  a  thief;  and  he  replying  in  the 
affirmatire,  they  pointed  to  the 
boat  in  which  Neale  was  sitting. 

On  this  the  messenger  hired  an- 
other boat,  and  having  overtaken 
him,  found  him  wrapped  up  in  a 
waterman's  coat.  The  criminal 
being  conducted  beforea  magistrate, 
the  stolen  effects  were  found  in  his 
possession ;  on  which  he  was  or- 
dered for  commitment,  and  con- 
tejed  to  Newgate  the  same  day. 

Wlien  the  assizes  for  Surrey  be- 
gan, he  wa^  sent  to  Guildford, 
where  he  was  capitally  convicted, 
and  sentenced  to  die.  After  con- 
miction,  his  behaviour  was  such  as 
»ight  have  been  ^pected  from  one 
who  was  too  hardened  to  repent  of 
crimes  which  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
commit.  His  conduct  was  so  to- 
tally improper  for  his  situation,  that 
even  the  keepers  of  the  gaol  seemed 


to  be  shocked  at  his  want  of  feel- 
ing,  and  advised  him  to  amend  his 
manners ;  but  their  advice  was  lost 
on  one  of  the  most  abandoned  of  the 
human  race.* 

This  malefactor  suffered  on  the 
Hthof  April,  1750. 

On  a  retrospect  of  this  case  it 
will  appear  that  Neale's  ignomioi- 
Otts  death  arose  principally  from 
his  dissolute  conduct  while  an  ap- 
prentice, which  rivetted  on  him 
those  hal>its  of  Tice  that  contanl. 
nated  all  his  future  life.  His  friends 
were  reputable,  his  prospects  ex- 
cellent, and  his  business  was  good : 
but  a  habit  of  idleness,  and  a  Ioto 
of  what  is  falsely  called  pleasure 
(for  there  can  be  no  real  pleasure 
in  vice),  made  his  friends  forsake 
him,  destroyed  his  business,  and 
overclouded  all  the  hopeful  pros- 
pects of  his  life. 

From  his  fate  let  the  rising.ge- 
neration  learn  the  importance  of 
diligence  and  sobriety :  let  them 
learn  to  obey  their  parents  and 
roasters,  and  all  that  are  put  in  au- 
thority over  them,  as  they  would 
wish  to  be  happy  parents  and  re- 
putable masters  themselves,  and 
have  the  pleasure  of  being  obeyed 
in  their  turn  in  all  their  reasonable 
commands:  so  may  they  hope  to 
live  in  credit^  and  die  with  the 
blessings  of  all  who  know  them. 


•  .We  coold  wish  to  caution  boasekeepen  to  look  every  evening  about  their  houses, 
and  particularly  in  their  bedchambers,  for  lurking  thieves,  who  often  steal  in  anobserved 
•bout  twilight,  lie  concealed  until  tbey  find  an  opportunity  of  plundering,  and,  perhaps, 
norderiog  the  family  in  their  sleep.  The  following  anecdote^  among  many  similar  ofw 
eumstances  which  we  have  met  with,  may  serve  to  strengthen  our  admonition. 

Mrs.  Lewis,  who  kept  a  public  house  at  Hilsea,  near  Portsmouth,  was  one  night 
alarmed,  on  going  to  bed,  by  observing  the  feet  of  a  man  below  the  window-curtain ;  at 
dM  aame  moment  her  yoang  child,  who  slept  with  her,  cried  for  beer,  and,  with  a  happy 
preseaoe  of  mind,  she  answered  that  she  would  go  down  stairs  and  brmg  it  diink.  This 
fortunate  pretence  afforded  her  an  opportunity  of  alarming  her  neighboars»  who  entered 
the  house,  and  seized  the  villain,  with  a  razor  in  his  hand,  with  which  he  roost  likely 
meant  to  have  cut  her  throat.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  woman's  husband  was,  a  few 
years  befbre,  shot  by  a  robber  of  the  name  qf  Williams,  who  was  eiecuted  for  the  murder, 
and  his  b^dy  at  the  tine  banging  in  chains  on  Soath-Sea  Common,  adjoining  Portsrooath* 
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Captain  Innh  kUted  in  a  Duel  by  Captain  Clarke. 


CAPTAIN  CLARKE,  R,  N. 

CONfICT£D  OF  MURDER. 


The  Captains  Innit  and  Clarke 
were  cominanders  under  Admiral 
Kaowlet  (tlie  first  of  the  Warwick, 
and  Ike  latter  of  the  Canterbury, 
luuMif.battle  ships,  sizty.four  guns 
each),  when  he  obtained  a  victory 
Of  er  a  Spanish  fleet  of  equal  force, 
and,  taking  from  them  the  Con* 
qoestadore,  ran  their  fioe-admiral 
on  shore,  where  she  blew  up,  the 
rest  escaping  under  favour  of  the 
night*  it  was  the  general  opinion 
that,  had  the  adnural  availed  himself 
of  ao  opportunity,  which  at  one 
time  presented  itself,  of  bringing  up 
hb  fliset  to  bear  at  once  upon  the 
enemy,  the  whole  might  have  been 


The  issue  of  this  battle  was, 
tlmfefore,  unsatisfactory  to  the  na. 
tion  ;  and  the  admiral  was  called  to 
aoeonnt  for  hb  conduct  befove  a 

TOL.  II. 


court-martial,  held  on  board  the 
royal  yacht  the  Charlotte,  at  Depi* 
ford,  which  sat  during  nine  days. 

The  decision  of  (he  Court,  being 
unfavorable  to  the  admiral,  caused 
a  divided  opinion  among  the  offi- 
cers. It  did  not,  however,  affisct 
the  personal  bravery  of  that  com* 
mander;  ou  the  contrary,  it  ap- 
peared in  eyideoce  that  he  dis- 
played the  greatest  intrepidity,  eW« 
posing  hb  person  to  imminent 
danger  after  his  ship  was  disabled ; 
but  it  also  appeared  that  in  manosn- 
vring,  previous  to  the  engagement, 
he  bad  not  availed  himself  of  an  ad«. 
vantage,  by  which  neglect  the  bat- 
tle was  begun  by  four  of  hb  vessels 
when  six  might  have  been  brought 
up.  The  Court  therefore  deter- 
mined that  he  fell  under  the  14th 
and  did  articles  of  wary  namely,  the 
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offence  of  '  negligence ;'  for  which 
they  lentenced  him  to  be  repri- 
manded. 

This   sentence    caused  much  ill 
blood  among  the  officers.     The  ad- 


ship  under  Admiral  Knowles,  wa» 
pleased  to  grant  him  a  free  pardon. 
There  were  other  circamstances 
in  this  unfortunate  rencontre  which 
were  farorable  to  Captain  Clarke  ; 


miral  had  already  been  called  out    his  firing  on  tnrning  round,  and 

larger 
is  not 
■ngal. 
Cap. 
dhim- 
«d  he 
K>wer. 
xpres. 
lo  ac- 
Then  a 
e,  the 


nies,  gare  him  a  verbal  challenge, 
which  the  other  accepted. 

On  the  12th  of  August,  1749,' 
early  in  the  morning,  theee  gentle- 
men,  attended  by  their  seconds,  met 
in  Uyde  Park.  The  pistols  of  Ca|v 
lain  Clarke  were  screw^barrellediy 
and  abpnt  seTen  inches  long  ;  those 
of.  Captain  Innis  were  connmon 
pocket.pistola,  three  inches  aii4.a 
Mlf  in  the  tarrel.  They  were  not 
m^owe  tluM  five  yards  distant  from 
eech  other,  when  they  turned  aboni, 
and  .Captain  Clarke  fired  before 
Captain  Innis  had  levelled  kn  pia- 
tol.  Tk<$  baU  took  effect  in  the 
lireast,  of  which  wound.  Captain 
Itanis  expired  at  twel? o  o'clock  the 
same,  night 

The  coroner's  jury  found  a  veiw 
diet  of  wHful  murder  against  Capw 
lain  Clarke,  on  which  he  was  ap«. 
prelieodcd,  brought  to  trial  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  foui^  guilty,  and  sen., 
tcoeed  to  death.  The  king,  in  con- 
sideration of  his  Acrvlces,  aed  the 
hmnvery  he  displayed  in  fighting  his 


im,  to 
,  'Set 
tsdone 


\  being 
of  the 


Old  Bailey  I  Captain  Clarke,  among 
the  other  convicts,  was  brought  op 
to  receive  sentence  of  death,  when 
he  pleaded  his  majesty's  pardon, 
which  had  been  then  lately  sent 
him,  and  which  being  recorded,  he 
was  discharged. 

From  the  necessity  of  the  esteem 
of  ethenhaveerisee  single  cosabais. 
They  are  thought  to  have  been  an* 
known  to  the  ancients,  perhaps 
beeaasB  tjbey  did.  not  asaemble  in 
their  temples,  in  their  thehtres,  or 
with  their  friends,  sttspictoualy 
armed  with  Swords ;  and,  perhaps, 
because  single  combats  were  a  com^ 
men  spectacle  exhibited  to  the 
people  by  gladiators,  who  were 
slates^  and  whom  freemen  disdehied 
to  imitate. 

In  vain  hare  the  Jaws  endeavored 
to  abolish  this  custom  by  punishisg 
the  offenders  with  death.  A  man 
of.  hononv,  deprived  of  tim  esteem 
of  others^  foresees  that  he  mnal  he 
ledHoed  either  to  a  solitary  exists 
enoe,  insupportable,  to    a 
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creature,  #r  become  the  obfecC  of 
perpetual  insult;  considerations  suf- 
cient  to  o? ercomc  the  fear  of  death* 
It  maj  not  be  without  its  use  to 
repeat  here  what  has  been  men* 
tioned  by  other  writers,  viz.  that 
the  best  method  of  ptei enting  this 


crime'  is  to  piUBish  the  a^recsor  ; 
that  is,  the  person  who  gate  occa* 
sion  to  the  duel ;  and  to  acquit  hiin 
who,  without  any  faalt  on  his  side, 
is  obliged  to  defend  that  which  is 
not  sufficiently  secured  to  htm  by 
the  laws. 


MARGARET  HARVEY, 

EXECUTED  FOR  PEIVATELT  STEALING. 


Mas.  Haetey  was  a  nati?e  of 
the  city  of  Dublin,  and  descended 
from  parents  of  reputation,  by 
whom  she  was  educated  in  a  yery 
decent  manner.  She  married  the 
Talet  of  a  nobleman  when  she  was 
only  sixteen  years  of  age ;  and  her 
hosband,  soon  afterwards  procuring 
a  iienteuknt's  commission  on  board 
a  man  of  war,  sailed  In  the  serf  ice 
of  bis  country. 

Returning  after  an  absence  of  six 
months,  be  became  extremely  jea- 
lous  of  his  wife;  but  we  hare  no 
account  that  he  had  then  any  cause 
for  such  jealousy.  Be  this  as  it 
may)  he  treated  her  with  such  se* 
Terity  that  she  left  him,  in  appro* 
hension  that  her  life  was  in  danger. 

Some  of  her  relations  afforded 
her  present  support;  but,  when 
tiMy  l>egan  to  think  her  trouble* 
some,  she  went  to  her  parents, 
who  received  her  with  the  utmost 
i(SectioB :  but  her  husband  had  art 
eBoagh  to  persuade  her  father  that 
she  bad  no  good  cause  to  haye  left 
him ;  on  which  the  old  man  in* 
aisted  on  her  returning  to  her  duty 
as  a  wife* 

When  she  was  again  at  home 
wkh  him  be  treated  her  no  le&s 
crneily  than  heretofore ;  and,  en  a 
particular  occasion,  without  auy 
prafjous  quarrel,  he  cut  ber  oo  the 
arms  aiui  bead  with  a  hanger,  so 
that  she  carried  the  marks  to  the 
grave;  yet  still  she  continued  to 
loTe  him  with  unabating  affection. 

At  length,  when  she  was  on  a 


visit,  in  company  wifh  several  other 
women,  and  complaining  of  the 
cruelty  of  her  husband,  thej  re- 
commended her  to  arenge  herself 
by  quitting  him,  and  putting  her- 
self under  the  protection  of  a  gen-* 
tleman  who  knew  her  situation, 
pitied  her  case,  and  would  be  proud 
to  become  her  benefactor. 

Fatally  for  her  repose,  she  list, 
ened  to  this  advice,  and  went  to 
life  with  the  stranger;  on  wbick 
her  husband  left  Dublin,  and  set 
out  for  London. 

The  man  who  had  thus  been  the 
indirect  means  of  seducing  her  from 
her  d  u  ty  soon  grew  tired  of  her  com- 
pany, and  quitted  her,  leaving  her 
in  circumstances  of  otter  distress* 

In  this  dilemma  she  deterattned 
to  go  in  search  of  her  husluMidy 
and  solicit  his  forgiveness;  andy 
with  this  view,  sailed  for  England^ 
and  travelled  to  London ;  but  her 
inquiries  after  him  proving  fruit* 
less,  she  went  into  service  in  Mary* 
lebone  Street,  and  remaijied  about 
four  months  ia  that  station* 

When  the  fireworks  were  exhi« 
bitcd  in  SL  James's  Park,  oa  oc* 
casion  of  the  peace  with  Franeot 
she  was  permitted  to  go  and  see  the 
extraordinary  sight ;  and^  whHe  she 
was  a  spectator  of  that  magniiicent 
show,  some  women  and  seamen  ei« 
tered  into  conversatten  with  her ; 
and,  going  to  a  public  house,  they 
spent  the  night  and  following  day 
in  intemperance. 

Ashamed  now  to  retnm  to  her 
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»er?ice,  she  took  a  lodging  in  Sf. 
Giles's,  and,  becoming  acquainted 
with  some  women  of  ill  fame,  who 
weresupported  by  sailors  that  fisited 
them,  she  soon  became  as  abandoned 
iu  manners  as  her  associates* 

Some  Irish  seamen  being  ac- 
quainted with  her,  she  went  with 
them  to  Wappiog;  and,  having 
drank  very  freely,  she  was  met  on 
her  return  home  by  a  gentleman, 
who  took  her  to  a  tavern,  where 
she  found  means  to  rob  him  of  his 
gold  watch  ;  but,  being  taken  into 
custody  that  night,  she  was  lodged 
in  the  Round-house,  and  committed 
to  Newgate  the  following  day» 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey  sessions^  she  was  capitally 
convicted;  but,  pleading  that  she 
was  with  child,  she  was  respited 
till  the  year  1750,  when  sentence 
of  death  was  passed  on  her.    ' 


While  in  this  distressed  situa^on, 
she  acknowledged  that  she  should 
not  have  pleaded  being  with  child, 
but  that  she  had  hopes  of  obtaining 
a  pardon  on  condition  of  trans- 
portation ;  and  on  the  arrival  of 
the  warrant  for  her  execution  she 
wrung  her  hands,  cried  exceed- 
ingly, and  lamented  the  misfortunes 
which  first  induced  her  to  come  to 
London. 

On  the  morning  of  her  execution 
she  was  visited  by  some  of  her 
countrywomen,  who,  baring  pri- 
vately brought  in  some  brandy,  in. 
dnced  her  to  drink  such  a  quantity^ 
of  it,  that  she  died  in  an  absolute 
state  of  intoxication ;  though  be.' 
fore  this  circumstance  she  had  ex- 
hibited every  real  sign  of  penitence 
and  contrition. 

She  was  executed  at  Tybnrn  on 
the  6th  of  July,  1750. 


JAMES  COOPER, 

BXECUTBO  FOR  MURDER. 


This  roan  was  the  son  of  a 
batcher  at  Lexton,  in  Essex ;  and 
his  father,  who  had  wholly  ne- 
glected his  education,  employed 
him  in  his  own  business  when  he 
was  only  ten  years  of  age.  Having 
lived  with  his  father  till  he  was 
twenty^two,  he  then  married,  and 
opened  a  shop  at  Colchester,  where 
he  dealt  largely  as  a  butcher,  and 
likewise  became  a  cattle-jobber. 

At  the  end  of  thirteen  years, 
Cooper,  through  neglect,  found  his 
losses  so  considerable  that  he  could 
no  longer  carry  on  business;  and, 
one  of  bis  creditors  arresting  him,  he 
was  thrown  into  the  King's.Bench 
prison ;  bnt,  as  his  wife  still  carried 
on  trade,  he  was  enabled  to  pur- 
chase the  rules.    Soon  after  this. 


the  marshal  of  the  Ring's  Bench 
dying,  he  was  obliged  i^  pay  for 
the  rules  a  second  time. 

He  now  sued  for  an  allowance  of 
the  groats;*  and  they  were  paid 
him  for  about  a  year,  when, 
through  neglect  of  payment,  he  got 
out  of  prison,  and  took  a  shop  iii 
the  Mint,  Southwark,  where  he 
carried  on  his  business  with  some 
success,  his  wife  maintaining  the 
family  in  the  country. 

At  length  he  was  arrested  by 
another  creditor,  and  waited  two 
years  for  the  benefit  of  an  act  of 
insolvency.  On  his  going  to  Guild- 
ford, to  take  the  benefit  of  the  act, 
he  found  that  the  marshal  had  not 
inserted  his  name  in  the  list  with 
those  of  the  other  prisoners ;  and, 


•  By  2Sd  George  IT.  debton,  after  being  a  certain  lime  in  prison,  might  claim  the  be- 
nefit therein  imposed  upon  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit  on  which  tliey  were  confined  ;  being 
fourpence  per  daj ;  ai|d  in  defaalt  of  any  one  weekly  instalment  they  were  entitled  to 
iHeir  discharf  e ;  but  the  cipense  of  moriog  the  Court  to  this  end  was  generally  too  great 
fur  the  prisoner  to  bear. 
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^fing  informed  his  creditor  of 
this  circumstance,  the  marshal  was 
obliged  to  pay  debt  and  costs,  the 
debtor  w  as  discliarged,  and  the  mar- 
shal fined  one  hundred  pouuds  for 
his  neglect. 

Cooper  hating  now  obtained  his 
liberty,  and  his  wife  dying  about 
the  same  time,  and  leaving  four 
children,  he  sent  for  them  to  Lon- 
don; and,  not  long  afterwards, 
married  a  widow,  who  had  an  cc^ual 
number  of  children* 

He  now,  unfortunately,  got  ac- 
qoainted  with  Duncalf  and  Burrell, 
the  former  a  notorious  thief,  and 
the  latter  a  soldier  in  the  guards ; 
and  these  men  advising  him  to  com. 
mencc  robber,  he  fatally  complied 
with  their  soIicKations ;  and  the 
following  is  an  account  of  a  nun>. 
ber  of  robberies  which  they  com- 
mitted. 

Between  Stock  well  and  Clapham 
they  overtook  two  men,  one  of 
whom,  speaking  of  the  probability 
of  bdng  attacked  by  footpads, 
drew  a  knife,  and  swore  he  would 
kill  any  man  who  should  presume 
to  molest  them.  The  parties  all 
drank  together  on  the  road,  and 
then  prpceedod  towards  London, 
when  Cooper  threw  down  the  man 
who  was  armed  with  the  knife,  and 
took  it  from  him,  and  then  robbed 
him  and  his  acquaintance  of  a  watch, 
about  twenty  shillings,  and  their 
handkerchiefs. 

Their  next  robbery  was  on  Mr. 
James,  a  tailor,  whom  they  stopped 
on  the  road  to  Dulwich,  and  took 
from  him  his  watch  and  money. 
He  gave  an  immediate  alarm,  which 
occasioned  a  pursuit;  butthethieves 
.effected  their  escape.  Two  of  the 
three  robbers  wearing  soldiers' 
clothes,  Mr.  James  presumed  that 
they  were  of  the  guards ;  and, 
going  to  the  Parade  in  St.  James's 
park^  he  fixed  on  two  soldiers  as 
ibe  parties  who  had  robbed  him^* 


As  it  happened  that  these  men 
had  been  to  DoJwich  about  the 
time  that  the  robbery  had  been 
committed,  they  were  sent  to  pri- 
son, and  brought  to  trial ;  but  were 
acquitted. 

The  accomplices  in  iniquity  being 
in  waiting  for  prey  near  Bromley, 
Duncalf  saw  a  gentleman  riding 
along  the  road ;  and,  kneeling 
down,  he  seized  the  bridle,  and 
obliged  him  to  quit  his  horse,  when 
the  others  robbed  him  of  his  watch 
and  two  guineas  and  a  haK. 

Meeting  soon  afterwards  with  a 
roan  and  woman  on  one  horse,  near 
Farnborough,  in  Kent,  they  order- 
ed them  to  quit  the  horse,  robbed 
them  of  near  forty  shillings,  and 
then  peroTitted  them  to  pursue  their 
journey.  Soon  after  the  commis- 
stOQ  of  this  robbery  they  heard  the 
voices  of  a  number  of  people  who 
were  in  pursuit  of  them  ;  on  which 
Cooper  turned  about,  and  they 
passed  him,  but  seized  on  Burrell, 
ono  of  them  exclaiming  ^  This  is 
one  of  the  rogues  that  just  robbed 
my  brother  and  sister  I' 

On  this  Burrell  fired  a  pistol  Into 
the  air,  to  intimidate  the  pursuers, 
among  whom  were  two  soldiers, 
whom  Duncalf  and  Cooper  encotio- 
tering  at  this  instant,  one  of  them 
was  so  dangerously  wounded  by  his 
own  sword,  which  Duncalf  wrented 
from  his  hand,  that  he  ^was  scat  as 
an  invalid  to  Chelsea,  whore  he 
finished  his  life. 

The  brother  of  the  parties  rob- 
bed, and  a  countryman,  contested 
the  matter  with  the  thieves,  till  the 
former  was  thrown  on  the  ground, 
whore  Burrell  beat  him  so  violently 
that  he  died  on  the  spot.  The 
robbers  now  took  their  way  to 
London,  where  they  arrived  with- 
out being  pursued. 

Cooper  and  Duncalf,  the  latter 
being  provided  with  a  bag,  went 
once  to  a  fann«Jiuiuie,  and  stoic  all 
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the  fowls  thai  were  at  roost ;  and 
Dunoaif  saying,  ^  The  first  man  we 
meet  must  buy  my  chickens,'  they 
had  not  travelled  far  before  they 

'  met  with  a  man  whom  they  asked 
to  buy  the  fowls.  IJc  said  he  did 
not  want  any ;  but  they  seized  his 
Jhorsc's  bridle,  knocked  him  down, 
and  robbed  him  of  above  twelve 
pounds,  with  his  hat  and  wig, 
watcK  and  great  coat. 

On  one  of  their  walks  towards 
Camberwell  they  met  a  man  of  for- 
tune, named  Ellish,  whoso  servant 
was  lighting  him  home  from  a  club. 
Patting  pistols  to  the  gentleman's 
breast,  his  senrant  attempted  tode. 
fend  him ;  on  which  they  knocked 

,  him  down  with  a  biadgeon  ;  and 
ihe  master  still  hesitating  to  deliver, 
they  threw  him  on  the  ground,  and 
robbed  him  of  his  money,  watdi, 
and  other  articles;  and,  tying  him 
and  his  servant  back  to  back,  direw 
them  into  a  ditch,  where  they  lay 
in  a  helpless  manner  till  a  casoal 
passenger  released  them  from  their 
disagreeable  situation. 

The  villains  now  returned  to. 
wards  London.  In  their  way,  meet- 
iog  a  man  with  a  sack  of  stolen 
venison,  they  robbed  him  of  his 
great  coat  and  thirty  .six  shillings ; 
and,  a  few  nights  after^vards,  they 
robbed  a  man  of  a  few  shillings  on 
the  Hammersmith  road,  and  de. 
•troyed  a  lantern  which  he  carried, 
that  he  should  not  be  able  to  make 
any  pursuit  after  them. 

On  their  return  home  they  met  a 
man  on  horseback,  whom  they 
would  have  robbed ;  but,  turning 
his  korse  suddenly,  he  rode  to 
Kensington  turnpike,  and  gave  an 
alarm,  while  the  thieves  got  through 
a  hedge,  and  concealed  themselves 
ia  a  field.  In  the  interim,  the  man 
they  had  robbed  of  a  few  shillings 
brought  a  number  of  people  to  take 
the  thieves  ;  but,  not  finding  them, 
though  within  their  hearing^  the 


man  went  towards  his  home  alone  ; 
but  the  rogues,  pursuing  him,  took 
a  stick  from  him,  and  beat  him  se- 
verely for  attempting  to  raise  the 
country  on  them. 

Immediately  afterwards  they 
hastened  towards  Brompton,  and 
stopped  a  gentleman,  whom  they 
robbed  of  his  watch  and  money. 
The  gentleman  had  a  dog,  which 
flow  at  the  thieves;  but  Cooper, 
coaxing  the  animal  into  good  hu- 
mour, immediately  killed  him. 

Their  next  expedition  was  to 
Paddington,  where  they  concealed 
themselves  behind  a  hedge,  till,  ob- 
serving two  persons  on  horseback, 
they  robbed  them  of  their  watches, 
great  coats,  and  t^velve  guineas; 
and  though  an  immediate  alarm  was 
given,  and  many  persons  pursued 
them,  they  escaped  over  the  fields 
as  far  as  Hampstead  Heath,  and 
came  from  thence  to  London. 

Soon  afterwards  they  stopped  a 
gentleman  between  Kingsland  and 
Stoke  Ncwington,  who  whipped 
Duncalf  so  that  he  must  have 
yielded,  but  that  Cooper  at  the  in* 
stant  struck  the  gentleman  to  the 
ground.  They  then  robbed  him  of 
above  seventeen  pounds,  and,  tying 
his  hands  behind  him,  threw  him 
over  a  hedge,  in  which  situation  he 
remained  till  some  milkmen  relieved 
him  on  the  following  morning. 

Meeting  a  man  between  Knights- 
bridge  and  Brompton,  who  had  a 
shoulder  of  veal  with  him,  they  de- 
manded his  money  ;  instead  of  de- 
livering which,  the  man  knocked 
Cooper  down  three  times  with  his 
veal:  but  the  villains, getting  the 
advantage,  robbed  the  man  of  his 
hat  and  meat,  but  could  find  no 
money  in  his  possession. 

Cooper  being  incensed  against  the 
person  who  had  first  arrested  him, 
who  was  Mrs.  Pearson*  of  Hill  Farm, 
in  Essex,  determined  to  rob  her; 
on  which  he  and  his  aceomplices 
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went  io  llM,f»ltce,  and;  liarniii^ 
that  she  was  on  a  fiAit,  waited. till 
iwr  mtmni  at  night;  whew,  tbey 
stopped  her  and  her  serfant,.  ant) 
roblHMl  them  of  eight  guineas* 

On  tki  following  day  Mr»»Fear«« 
aoa  wenl  to  a  mgisitrate,  and 
charged  a  perseo  Ramed  Leader 
with  baring  committed  ^^  rob-« 
bery;  tet  it  appearing  that  thib 
naa  waa  a  prisoner  for  debt  at  thd 
time,  the  charge  lecossarily  iell  to 
tiie  greood. 

Cooper  aod  bis  assoeiatcs  meet** 
kig  a  ^rmer^  named  JacksoAy  ia  a 
lane  near  Croydon^  heriokntly  opa 
posed  them:  on  which  they  knocked 
him  down,  and,  dragging  him  into 
a  field,  roUied  him  of  his  watch 
and  moneyy  tied  him  to  a  tree,  and 
tamed  his  horse  loose  on  a  co»^ 
mon. 

For  this  robbery  two  farriers, 
named  Shelton  and  Relief  were 
apprehended;  and,  b^ing  tried  at 
the  next  assizes  for  Surrey,  the  lat- 
(er  was  acquitted,  bnt  the  former 
was  tenficted  on  the  positive  oath 
of  the  person  robbed,  and  saiered 
death. 

The  three  accomplices,  being  out 
on  the  road  near  Dulwich,  met  two 
gentlemen  on  horseback,  one  of 
whom  got  from  them  by  the  good. 
nets  of  his  horse ;  and  the  other  at- 
tempted to  do  so,  but  was  knocked 
down,  and  robbed  of  his  watch  and 
money.  In  the  interim,  the  party 
who  had  rode  eff,  whose  name 
was  Saxby,  fastened  his  horho  to 
a  gate,  and  came  back  to  relitve 
Ms  friend:  but  the  robbers  first 
knocked  him  down,  and  then  sliot 
Mm* 

Having  stripped  him  of  what  mo* 
ney  he  had,  they  hastened  towards 
liondon :  but  a  suspidon  4f ifing 
that  Dunca)(  was  concerned  in  this 
robbery  and  murder,  he  was  taken 
into  custody  on  the  following  day ; 
and,  Cooper  being  taken  up  on  his 


informatbo,  Batten  wrtevOofed^ 
and  was  adMlted  an  ei idenodi  f«f 
the  crown. . 

Wiiliam  Duncalf  was^a  aalci^ol 
Ireland^  and  had  recek^  a  decent 
education.  He  was  apprenticed  to 
4  ttiller,  tdio*  would  not 'keep  him 
on  aeccMint  of  his  kaa?ish  dlspdai* 
Uon ;  and,  being  unab&e  to  procure 
employment  in  Ireland^  he  came  to 
IJondof^  where  he  officiated  as  a 
porter  on  the  quayp. 

Extra? agaot  in  his  expenses,  ^nd 
abandoned  in  principle,  he  coai^ 
menced  smuggler :  bnit,  beiiig  taken 
into  custody  by  the  ca9tom*hoiise 
officers,  he  gave  information  against 
some  other  smugglers;  by  which 
he  procured  his  dischai'ge^  and  was 
Mmself  made  a  custom-house  oflmr4 
•  A  Tariety  of  compkints.  respeot* 
ittg  the  neglect  of  his  duty  h^iog 
been  preferred  to  the  pommissioneits 
of  the  onstonis,  he  was  dismissed^ 
and  eiice»oreconlfiiencedsmuggler« 
Among  his  ot^r  offences^  he  «U 
Ifl^ed  a  crime  against  a  vustom- 
hiMife  offioer,  who  was  transfMrted 
in*  cMHcq^ence  of  Dttnoairs  per** 
jnred  iestlmooy* 

Wc  bare  already  recounted  many 
•  of  his  notorious  crimes,  in  conjunc* 
tion  with  his  accomplices  above 
mentioned :  but  he  did  not  live  to 
snffsr  the  punishment  that  he  Sne- 
rited ;  for  he  had  not  been  long  in 
prison  before  the  flesh  rotted  from 
his  bones,  and  he  died  a  dreadful 
monwnent  of  the  Divine  vengpeance) 
tkhough.  not  before  he  bad  acknow- 
ledged the  number  and  enormity  of 
his  crimes. 

Cpopcr  frequently  expressed  him- 
self in  terms  of  regret  that  a  vi&laiii 
so  abandoned  as  Burrell  shovld 
escape  the  hands  of  justice.  In 
other  respects  his  behaviour  was 
very  rescued,  and  becoming  ins 
iinhsppy  situation.  He  acknow* 
lodged  that  he  had  frequently  delii. 
berated  with   Burrell  on   the  ill* 
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tended  marder  of  Duncalf,  lest  he 
should  beeome  an  evidenee  against 
them:  but  he  now  professed  his 
liappiness  that  this  murder  had  not 
been  added  to  (he  black  catalogue 
of  his  crimes. 

When  brought  to  (rial  he  pleaded 
guiltj,  and  confessed  alt  the  circum- 
stances of  the  murder ;  and,  after 
sentence  was  passed  against  him, 
appeared  to  be  a  sincere  penitent 
for  the  errors  of  his  past  life. 

Being  fisited  by  a  clergyman  and 
his  son,  who  had  known  him  in  his 
better  dajs,  he  was  questioned  re- 
specting the  robbery  of  Mrs.  Pear, 
son,  which  he  denied  ;  but  he  had 
no  sooner  done  so  than  he  was 
seized  with  the  u(most  remorse  of 
mind,  which  the  gaoler  attributed 
to  the  dread  of  being  hong  in 
chains;  and,  questioning  him  on 
this  subject,  ho  said  that  he  was  in- 
different about  the  disposal  of  his 
body,  but  wished  to  communicate 
soiinethiog  to  the  clergyman  who 
attended  him;  and,  when  he  had 
an  opportunity,  confessed  that  his 
uneasiness  arose  from  the  consci- 
ousness  of  hafing  denied  the  rob. 


bery  of  Mrs.  Pearson,  of  wbicli  he 
was  really  guilty. 

Cooper  suffered  on  Keoningtoii' 
Common,  August  dG,  1750. 

Few  offenders  commit  such  a 
number  of  crimes  as  this  man  did 
before  they  are  called  to  answer 
for  them  at  the  most  awful  tribu^ 
nal.  From  his  fate  we  may  learn 
that  a  continuance  in  villainy  is  so 
far  from  affording  security,  that  it 
effectually  leads  to  ruin. 

Habits  of  ?ice  arc  noteastly  shakea 
off;  and  those  of  virtue  are  equally 
apt  to  remain  with  us.  What  a 
lesson  does  this  afford  for  the  prac« 
tice  of  early  piety,  which  will  essen- 
tially influence  all  our  future  lives  ! 

Parcntd  should  remember  that 
an  education  strictly  religious  b 
the  best  foundation  for  their  chil. 
dren*s  future  conduct  in  life. 

What  bless*d  examples  do  we  find. 
Writ  in  the  word  of  troth. 

Of  children  that  began  to  mind 
Religion  in  their  youth ! 

On  the  contrary,  how  msny  in- 
stances do  we  meet  with,  in  which 
the  want  of  a  religious  education  ia 
productive  of  every  vice  I 


WILLIAM  SMITH, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FOUCiEKY. 


Ireland  gave  birth  to  this  male- 
factor, whose  father  was  Rector  of 
Kilmore ;  and  who,  having  given 
him  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  learned 
languages  at  home,  sent  hkn  to 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  to  finish 
Kb  education  ;  and  then  placed  him 
with  an  attorney  of  eminence. 

His  father  dying  before  the  ex. 
piration  of  his  clerkship,  he  aban- 
doned himself  so  much  to  his  plea- 
sures that  he  was  induced  to  com* 
nit  a  forgery  on  his  master;  in 
consequence  of  which  he  received  a 
coBsiderable  sum  :  but,  being  afraid 
of  detection,  he  resolved  to  quit  his 
native  country* 


Hercupcn  he  entered  as  captain's 
clerk  oil  board  a  man  of  war,  and 
behaved  with  propriety  till  about 
the  time  that  the  ship  was  paid  ofi*^ 
when  he  took  to  the  dangerous 
practice  of  forging  seamen's  tickets : 
for  the  captain  employing  him  to 
make  out  tickets  for  the  men,  be 
made  several  of  them  payable  to 
himself,  and  disposed  of  them  for 
above  a  hundred  pounds,  and  like- 
wise secreted  about  a  hundred 
pounds  more,  which  were  due  for 
wages  to  the  seamen,'  and  stole  a 
sum  of  money  belonging  to  the 
burgeoirs  mate ;  with  all  which  he 
decamped. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


KNAPP&  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR* 


7^ 


Repttifftfif  to  London,  be  took 
the  Bsme  of  Dawson,  and  8er?ed 
lome  time  as  clerk  to  aa  attorney ; 
bat  his  emplojrer  g<MOg  into  the 
coBQtry,  aiid  Smith  knowing  thai 
he  bad  capital  conneauons  in  Inw 
land)  he  forged  a  letter  in  his  name 
on  a  mercbant  in  Dublin,  for  one 
hoodred  and  thirty  pounds,  and, 
going  Of  er  with  it  himself,  rocei?ed 
the  som  demanded,  partly  in  cash, 
and  partly  In  bank-Jiotes :  on  which 
he  took  his  passage  to  England, 
and  reoeired  the  amount  of  the 
notes  in  London. 

His  appearance  in  the  capital 
now  becoming  ?ery  dangerous,  he 
strolled  about  the  country  till  he 
was  almost  reduced  to  po?erty, 
wboi  be  again  went  to  Ireland, 
where  be  forged  an  order  for  the 
payment  of  one  hundred  and  se. 
Tcnty.four  pounds  nineteen  shiU 
lings,  whicb  be  recei?ed,  and 
brought  to  Engbuid,  though  a 
King's  Bench  warrant  was  issued 
for  bis  apprehension  in  Ireland, 
and  he  was  likewise  indicted  in 
that  country. 

Assuming  a  false  name,  he  se- 
creted himself  more  than  half  a 
year  in  Engfaind ;  when,  being  re. 
daced  to  poverty,  he  was  met  by  a 
gentleman  who  knew  him,  who, 
remariung  on  the  meanness  of  his 
appearance,  seemed  surprised  that, 
with  his  abilities,  he  should  be 
destitute  of  the  conveniences  of 
life. 

Smith  told  a  deplorable  tale  of 
^ferty  ;  said  that  he  was  in  a  bad 
state  of  health,  and  unable  to  visit 
his  friends  in  his  present  situation ; 
on  which  the  gentleman  clothed  him 
decently,  gave  him  money,  and  re. 
commend^  him  to  a  physician, 
whose  skill  restored  him  to  health 
u  a  short  time. 

Thus  reinstated  for  the  present 
in  fortune  and  constitution,  he  no 


kmger  visited  his  benefactors,  ahd 
was  soon  reduced  to  his  former 
state  of  distress. 

Hb  friend  again  meeting  him,  in 
the  usual  wretched  plight,  askod< 
hiin  the  occasion  of  it;  on  which 
he  said  that,  being  indebted  for 
lodging,  he  was  obliged  to  sell  his 
clothes ;  and  that  he  did  not  call 
to  thank  the  physician  because  hia 
appearance  was  so  exceedingly  ab« 
jcct 

Hereupon  his  friend  once  more 
supplied  htm  with  dotbes ;  on  which 
he  went  to  see  the  physician,  who 
desired  him  to  repose  himself  awhile 
and  conversed  with  bim  in  the  most 
sociable  way.  Smith,  arising,  as  if 
to  depart,  presented  a  pistol  to  the 
doctor's  face,  and  threatened  his 
destruction  if  hQ  did  not  Instantly 
give  bim  five  guineas :  but  the  other, 
with  great  indifference,  told  him 
that  be  was  an  old  roan,  not  afraid 
of  death ;  that  he  might  act  as  he 
thought  proper ;  but  that,  if  he  per. 
petrated  his  design,  the  report  of 
the  pistol  would  inf^Ulibly  be  heard 
by  his  serf  ants ;  and  that  the  conse. 
quence  would  prove  fatal  to  him. 
self. 

Having  said  this,  the  gentleman 
refused  to  delivur  the  money  de« 
manded;  on  which  Smith  was  so 
terrified,  that  he  dropped  on  his 
knees,  wept  with  apparent  concern 
for  his  offinice,  and  begged  pardon 
with  such  appearance  of  siocerity, 
that  the  physician's  humanity  was 
excited,  and  he  gave  him  three  guU 
neas,  with  his  best  advice  for  the 
reformation  of  his  conduct. 

Not  long  after  this  Smith  casually 
met  an  acquaintance  named  Weeks, 
who,  stopping  at  a  shop  to  receive 
forty.five  pounds  for  a  bill  of  ex. 
change,  was  paid  only  ten  pounds 
in  part,  being  desired  to  call  for  the 
rest  on  a  future  day.  Smith,  having 
witnessed  what  passed,  forged  Mr, 
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Weeks*  dame  to  a  receipt  for  the' 
remaining  thirty.five  pounds,  wMcii 
he  receifed,  and  embarked  for  Hol- 
land before  the  Ttllainy  was  dis- 
covered. 

Tlie  next  offence  this  maleractor 
committed,  or  rather  intended  to 
comdiit,  afforded  tiie  Immediate  do- 
easion  of  his  bdng  brought  to  jus- 
tice. Going  to  the  seat  of  Si^  Ed. 
ward  Walpole,  near  Windsor,  and 
demanding  to  see  him,  he  told  him 
he  had  a  bond  from  Sir  Edward  to 
a  person  named  Patorson,  who 
being  in  distressed  circomstances, 
he  (Smith)  was  commissioned  to^ 
deliter  the  bond  on  a  trifling  con. 
sideration  :  but  Sir  Edward,  know- 
ing that  no  such  bond  subsisted, 
seized  the  Yillatn,  and  committed 
him  to  the  care  of  his  servants,  who 
conducted  him  before  a  magistrate, 
by  whom  he  was  committed  to 
prison  at  Reading. 

lie  was  examined  by  different 
justices  of  the  peace  on  four  sue- 
cessivedays:  but  ail  (hat  he  con< 
fcseed  was,  that  ho  was  born  at 
Andovcr.  This,  however,  could 
not  be  credited,  as  the  tone  of  his 
Toice  testified  that  he  was  a  native 
of  Ireland  ;  on  which  he  was  com- 
mitted to  the  gaol  at  Heading  fur 
farther  examination . 

Smith's  transactions  having  ren- 
dered him  the  subject  of  poblic  con- 
versation, a  suspicion  arose  that  he 
(though  then  unknown)  was  the 
party  who  had  defrauded  Mr. 
Weeks ;  on  which  notice  of  the 
affair  was  sent  to  J^ndon ;  and 
Mr.  Weeks,  going  to  Reading, 
knew  him  to  be  the  person  who 
had  forged  the  receipt  in  his  name. 

Hereupon  he  was  removed  to 
Newgate,  and  the  next  sessions  at 


tito  OhI  Bailey  i^as  capHally  con- 
victed ;  and,  though  the  jury  reeom- 
mended  him  to  mercy,  this  could 
not  be  obtained,  as  his  character 
was  notorious,  mid  there  were  five 
iodictiDents  agaimt  him. 

From  the  time  of  his  codimitiiienC 
he  behaved  in  the  most  penitent 
manner,  expressing  the  utmost  com- 
punction for  the  crimes  of  which  be 
bad  been  guilty,  and  preparing  for 
death  with  every  ttgn  of  unfeigned 
repentance;  though,  forsome^tlme, 
he  reflected  on  the  Honorable  £d* 
ward  Walpole*  as  the  author  «f 
his  destruction,  by  an  interception 
of  the  royal  mercy;  but,  being 
assured  that  Sir  Edward  bad  not 
interposed  to  injure  him*  he  took 
the  whole  blame  of  his  misfbrtimei 
on  himself. 

He  was  so  reduced  in  circum- 
stances beiore  the  day  of  execution, 
and  so  utteriy  destitute  of  friesds 
to  procure  him  a  decent  Interment, 
that  he  was  induced  to  insert  tlie 
follow  tng  ad  vertisementiii  the  nevn- 
papcrs : 

^  In  Tain  has  merqr  been  en- 
treated ;  the  vengeance  of  Heaven 
has  overtaken  me;  I  bow  myself 
unrepining  to  the  fatal  stroke^ 
Thanks  to  my  all.gvaokius  Creator, 
thanks  to  my  most  merciful  Saviour, 
I  go  to  launch  into  the  unfathom^ 
able  gulf  of  eternity  1 

^  Oh,  my  poor  soul !  how 
strongly  dost  thou  hope  for  the 
completion  of  eternal  felicity!  Al* 
mighty  Jehovah,  I  am  all  reeigna. 
tion  to  thy  blessed  will !  Immacu- 
late Jesus !  Oh,  send  some  minis- 
tering angel  to  conduct  me  to  the 
bright  regions  of  celestial  happi- 
ness. 

'  As  to  my  corporeal  frame,  it  is 

*  This  honorable  gentleman  waa  baaeiy  beset  by  a  gang  of  conspirators^  instigated  hj 
one  John  Gather,  wlio«  while  he  received  Mr.  Walpole's  protection^  made  so  ill  a  return 
as  to  be  turned  out  of  his  house ;  and  Smith  wus  implicated  as  having  had  connexion 
with  that  gang  t>f  villains. 
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unworthy  of  material  notice ;  but, 
for  the  sake  of  tliat  reputable  fa- 
mily from  whom  I  am  descended,  I 
eaiiiiot  refrain  from  anxiety,  wken 
I  tbUik  how  easily  this  pour  body, 
in  my  friendless  awl  ntcessitouA 
condition,  may  fall  into  the  poa. 
session  of  the  surgeons,  and  pcr« 
petuate  my  disgrace  beyond  the 
severity  of  the  law.  So  great  an 
inipoferishment  has  my  long  con- 
finement brought  upon  me,  that  I 
have  not  a  shilling  left  for  subsbt. 
eiioe,  much  less  for  the  procuring 
iht  decency  of  an  interment. 

*  Therefore,  I  do  roost  fcr? cntly 
entreat  the  generosity  of  the  Ihi. 
■MUie  and  charitably  compassionate 
to  afibrd  me  such  a  contribution  as 
may  be  sufficient  to  protect  my  dead 
body  from  indecency,  and  to  giro 
me  the  consolation  of  being  assured 
that  my  poor  ashes  shall  be  decently 
deposited  within  the  limits  of  con- 
secrated ground. 

^  The  depri ration  of  life  is  a  suffi- 
cient punishment  for  my  crimes, 
even  in  the  rigorous  eye  of  ofiended 
Justice:  after  death  she  has  per. 
mitted  my  remains  to  patss^withottt 
ftirthec  ignominy ;  then  why  should 
Inhumanity  lay  her  butchering 
baodt  on  an  inofiensive  carcass? 
Ah  I  rather  give  me  the  satisfaction 
of  thinking  I  shall  return  to  my 
psrent  dnst  within  the  confines  oif 
•  grave. 

^  Those  who  compassionate  my 
deplorable  situation  are  desired  to 
send  their  humane  contributions  to 
Mrs.  Browning's,  next  door  to  the 
Golden  Acorn,  in  Little  Wild 
Street;  and  that  Heaven  may  re- 
ward their  charitable  disposition  is 
the  dying  prayer  of  the  lost  and  un- 
baf^y  *  William  Smith.' 

When  brought  into  the  press- 
yard,  and  bound  with  a  halter,  he 
dropped  upon  his  knces^  and  prayed 


very  devoutly,  and,  acknowledging 
his  crimes,  said  he  died  in  charity 
with  all  mankind,  and  hoped  for 
forgiveness  at  the  great  tribunal ; 
which,  in  the  sublime  lines  of  the 
poet,  he  thus  addressed : 

*  Thee  I  will  sing.  Almighty  Maker  I  thee. 
Father  of  all  t  Wbethf*?  the  rinng  snti 
Slieds  forth  bU  golden  beami,  or  whoa  at 

night 
The  moon  ouTeila  her  orb,   thou  art  ny 

strength, 
My  lif^,  my  glory,  and  my  sttre  defence; 
My  castle,  my  deliverance,  ro v  hope ; 
My  better  hope,  when  dread  Afiiictiou's 

hand, 
Wide  wasting,  me  o'crwhelms.' 

It  would  be  strange  if  this  ad* 
dress,  so  calculated  to  impress  the 
feeling  heart,  had  not  produced  the 
intended  effect*  Mrs.  Browning 
adverti!>ed  that  the  subscriptions  of 
the  humane  were  sufficient  to  an^ 
swer  the  proposed  end. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  q«i 
the  3d  of  October,  1750. 

Forgery,  \n  any  case,  ii  a  crime 
of  great  magnitude :  but  4he  for- 
geries of  this  man  were  aggravated 
by  being  committed  to  the  preju- 
dice of  his  best  benefactors,  or  of 
those  who  wore  little  able  to  susu 
tain  the  loss.  His  ingratitude  was 
very  extraordinary:  let  us  hope 
that  his  penitence  was  eqaaliy  so ; 
and  that  tlie  readers  of  this  work 
may  never  be  tempted  to  acts  cf 
equal  ingratitude)  or  crimes  of 
equal  enormity. 

it  is  reosarkable  of  many  offend* 
ers,  that  thry  take  more  pains  to 
perpetrate  their  villainies  than  they 
would  do  to  support  themselves  in 
the  most  reputable  manner.  This 
is  a  strong  argument,  if  there  were 
no  other,  against  acts  of  dishonesty ; 
but  there  is  no  person  who  is  not 
devoid  of  common  sense,  and  who 
has  a  proper  regard  to  his  happi- 
ness^  temporal  and  eternal,  but 
will  be  honest  on  superior  motives. 
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AMY  HUTCHINSON, 

BURNT  FOE  THE  MUBDBR  OF  UEB  UU6BAMO. 


The  h\e  of  Ely  gave  birth  to  this 
malefactor*  She  was  the  danghter 
of  parents  who  were  rather  ia  low 
circumstances,  yet  con  trifed  to  keep 
bcr  at  school  till  she  was  twelve 
years  of  age ;  rightly  judging  that 
a  tolerable  <klucation  is  frequently 
the  groundwork  of  prudent  and 
dutiful  behaviour. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  she  was 
grown  a  fine  tall  girl;  at  which 
time  she  was  addressed  by  a  young 
man,  whose  love  she  returned  with 
^ual  afiection.  Her  father,  bdng 
apprized  of  the  connexion,  strictly 
charged  his  daughter  to  decline  it : 
but  there  was  no  arguing  against 
love ;  the  connexion  continued  till 
it  became  criminal. 

The  young  fellow  beginning  to 
grow  tired  of  her,  though  he  had 
seduced  her  under  promise  of  mar« 
riage,  declared  his  resolution  of 
going  to  London,  bat  said  that  he 
would  wed  h^r  on  his  return. 
Shocked  at  this  apparent  infidelity, 
she  determined  on  revenge :  a  re- 
Tcoge  that  proved  fatal  to  herself, 
and  which  she  had  but  too  easy  a 
method  of  carrykig  into  execution. 

The  former  lover  had  no  sooner 
left  her  than  she  was  addressed  by 
a  young  man  named  John  Hutchin- 
son ;  and,  though  he  had  been  al- 
ways extremely  disagreeable  to  her, 
she  agreed. to  marry  him  the  yery 
next  day  after  he  had  paid  her  a 
formal  visit. 

The  consequence  was,  that  the 
marriage  took  place  immediately  ; 
but  her  first  admirer  happening  to 
return  from  London  just  as  the 
newly.wedded  pair  were  coming 
out  of  church,  the  bride  was  greatly 
alKected  at  the  recollection  of  former 
scenes,  and  the  irrevocable  cere, 
mony  which  had  now  passed. 


Unable  to  love  the  man  she  had 
married,  the  doted  to  distraction  on 
him  she  had  lost ;  and,  only  a  few 
dajTS  after  her  marriage,  admitted 
him  to  his  former  intimacy  with 
her;  a  circumstance  that  gave  full 
scope  to  the  scandal-loving  tongues 
of  her  neighbours. 

Hutchinson  becoming  jealous  of 
his  wife,  a  quarrel  ensued,  in  con. 
sequence  of  which  he  beat  her  with 
great  severity :  but  this  producing 
no  alteration  in  her  conduct,  he 
had  recourse  to  drinking,  with  a 
view  to  avoid  the  pain  of  reflection 
on  his  situation. 

In  the  interim  his  wife  and  the 
young  fellow  continued  their  guilty 
intercourse  uninterrupted ;  but^  con- 
sidering the  life  of  her  husband  as  a 
bar  to  their  happiness,  it  was  re- 
solved to  remove  him  by  poison ; 
for  which  purpose  the  wife  pur. 
chased  a  quantity  of  arsenic ;  and 
Mr.  Hutchinson  being  afflicted  with 
an  agoe,  and  wishing  for  something 
warm  to  drink,  the  wife  put  some 
arsenic  in  ale^  of  which  he  drank 
Tcry  plentifully ;  and  then  she  left 
him,  saying  she  would  go  and  boy 
something  for  his  dinner. 

Meeting  her  lover,  she  acquaints 
cd  him  with  what  l^iad  passed ;  on 
which  he  advised  her  to  buy  more 
poison,  fearing  the  first  might  not 
be  sufficient  to  operate;  but  its 
effects  were  too  fatal,  for  he  died 
about  dinner-time  on  the  same 
day. 

Her  mother  visiting  her  on  the 
day  that  the  unhappy  man  died^  and 
being  suspicious,  i'vom  her  former 
conduct,  that  some  indirect  methods 
had  been  used  to  destroy  him,  she 
said  ^  I  am  afraid  you  have  done 
something  to  your  husband ;'  to 
which  Mrs.  Ilatchinson  only  Saul 
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^  What  makes  you  tbink  so,  mo- 
ther?' 

The  deceased  was  buried  on  (he 
following  Sunday,  and  the  next  day 
the  former  lover  renewed  his  ? isits ; 
which  occasioning  the  neighbours 
to  talk  Tery  freely  of  the  affair, 
the  young  widow  was  taken  into 
custody  the  same  day  on  suspicion 
of  haring  committed  the  murder. 

The  body  of  the  deceased  being 
now  taken  up,  the  coroner's  jury 
was  summoned,  and  the  verdict 
they  gave  was,  *  That  John  Hutch, 
iason  had  died  by  poison:'  on 
which  the  woman  was  committed 
to  the  gaol  at  Ely* 

She  had  counsel  to  plead  for  her 
CO  the  trial;  but  the  evidence 
against  her  being  such  as  satisfied 
the  jury,  she  was  convicted,  and 
ordered  for  eiecution. 

After  conviction,  she  confessed 
the  justice  of  those  laws  by  which 
she  had  been  condemned.  She  was 
attended  by  a  clergyman,  to  whom 
she  acknowledged  the  magnitude  of 
her  crime,  and  professed  the  molt 
unfeigned  penitence. 

Though  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  base  seducer  of  this  unfortunate 
woman  was  brought  to  punishment, 
yet  we  are  sure  that  his  conscience 
haunted  him  with  stings  to  the  very 
last  hoar  of  his  guilty  life. 


Amy  Hutchinson  was  burnt  and 
strangled  at  Ely  bn  the  7th  ofNo- 
vember,  1750. 

The  miserable  woman,  willing  to 
make  atonement  for  her  crimeB, 
left  a  written  paper  with  the  cler- 
gyman who  attended  her  in  her  k^t 
moments,  on  which  was  the  fol- 
lowing eicellent  advice  to  her  own 
sex : 

^  All  the  good  I  can  now  do, 
after  my  repentance  and  abhor, 
rence  of  my  abominable  crime,  and 
prayers  to  Crod,  is, 

^  First,  To  warn  all  young  wo^ 
men  to  acquaint  their  friends  when 
any  addresses  are  made  to  them ; 
and,  above  all,  if  any  base  or  im. 
modest  man  dare  to  insalt  yom 
with  any  thing  shocking  to  chaste 
ears. 

^  Secondly,  That  they  shonki 
never  leave  the  person  they  are  en- 
gaged to  in  a  pet,  nor  wed  another^ 
to  whom  the?  are  indiflfereat,  in 
spite;  fot,  If  they  come  together 
without  affection,  the  smallest  nat- 
ter will  separate  them. 

^  Thirdly,  That,  bong  married, 
all  persons  should  mutually  love^ 
forgive,  and  forbear:  and  afford 
no  room  for  busy  meddlers  to  raise 
and  foment  jealousy  between  tw 
who  should  be  one* 

^  (Signed)  Amy  Hutchiiisoii/ 


JOHN^  VICARS, 

BXKCOTEO  FOa  MURDBR. 


Thts  malefactor  was  the  son  of 
a  fiirmer  at  Doddington,  in  the  Isle 
of  Ely,  who  dying  in  the  infancy  of 
his  son,  the  mother  married  another 
kusband,  who  paid  no  ri^ard  to 
the  education  of  tite  child. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  Earl  of  Leices. 
ter's  gardener,  with  whom  he  served 
his  time,  and  afterwards  lived  with 
him  as  a  journeyman;  but  soon 
quitted  hit  station,  in  consequence 


of  an  ilKctt  connexion  with  a  mar. 
ried  woman,  whose  husband  vowed 
revenge  for  the  insult. 

After  this  he  lived  nearly  a  year 
with  Mr.  Bridgman,  gardener,  at 
Kensington,  and  might  have  co»- 
tinued  longer ;  but,  having  a  pro. 
pensity  to  the  life  of  a  Sidlor,  he 
entered  on  board  the  Exeter  man 
of  war. 

This  ship  being  soon  paid  off^ 
Vicars  associated  himself  with  a 
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gang  of  Stttaer  smugglers,  ia  (Con- 
sequeeco  of  which  he  was  appre- 
hended by  a  party  of  dragoona^ 
oomroUted  to  the  new  gaol,  Sooth. 
-walk,  aad  brought  to  trial ;  but 
had  the  good  fortune  to  be  ac» 
qttJtted. 

After  this  he  worked  as  a  gar. 
•deoer  at  Chelsea,  with  Mr.  Millar, 
the  celebrated  botanist;  and  he 
likewise  worked  at  other  places 
rowid  the  country ;  but  his  attach. 
»ent  to  women  was  such,  that  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  his  serfic^ 
more  than  once. 

'  Haiiog  served  as  a  gardener  to 
nuuiy  gentlemen,  he  went  to  his 
native  place,  and  married;  but 
lived  unhappily  with  his  wife, 
whose  ill  state  of  health  helped  to 
sour  her  temper,  so  that  frequent 
quarrels  ensued.  Having  served  as 
M  dragoon  during  part  of  the  reboU 
Hon  in  1745,  he  was  discharged, 
and  went  home;  but  his  wifbdied 
within  a  year  after  his  return. 

He  eontinued  a  widower  about  a 
year,  in  which  time,  observing  one 
Mary  Hainaworth  to  koep  a  great 
deal  of  company,  he  asked  her  one 
evening  if  they  were  all  her  sweet- 
hearts ;  she  replied,  No.  He  then 
#ffered  himself,  met  with  great  en. 
couragement,  and  from  that  time 
seems  to  hftvie  been  refused  no  fa- 
vours. But  he  had  no  intention  of 
marriage,  nor  did  he  promise  any 
such  thing.  They  continued  a  cri. 
minal  familiarity  for  a  fortnight,  all 
wiiich  time  she  pressed  hhn  to  marry 
lier.  He  told  her  there  was  no  occa- 
sion for  her  to  be  in  such  a  hurry ; 
but  she  replied  she  was  with  child  ; 
and,  if  he  would  not  marry  her,  she 
would  g9i  a  warrant  and  force  hkn. 
He  said  he  should  not  care  to  be 
forced  to  do  any  thing  against  his 
will ;  on  which  she  replied,  if  he 
would  not  marry  her  she  would 
certainly  make  away  with  herself. 
He  then  kept  away  for  two  or 


three  nights,  to  see  how  she  would 
behave. 

In  the  meau  time  came  a  hack- 
n^-coachman  to  (he  town,  with 
whom  she  seemed  to  be  so  very  much 
taken,  that  a  woman  who  worked 
in  his  garden  told  him  he  had  lost 
his  sweetheart  He  said  be  was 
glad  of  (hat  (thinking  he  had  got 
a  good  riddance) ;  but  he  was  not 
so  fortunate;  for,  two  or  three 
nights  after  this,  the  coaehman  left 
the  place ;  on  which  she  flung  her- 
self ia  his  way,  and  he  was  so 
simple  as  to  renew  their  former  ac- 
quaintaoec,  but  not  on  the  score  of 
marriage,  which  she  well  knevr, 
and  agreed  veadily  to  keep  him 
company ;  but,  after  two  or  three 
nights,  she  threatened  him  again 
with  a  warrant  if  he  would  not 
marry  her.  At  last  his  affections 
growing  stronger,  on  her  repeated 
assurances  that  she  would  make  him 
a  careful  and  industrious  wife,  he 
unfortueately  married  her ;  but  not 
till  he  had  earnestly  desired  that, 
if  there  was  any  other  person  for 
whom  she  had  a  greater  respect 
than  himself,  she  would  consider  of 
it,  as,  when  once  married,  it  would 
be  too  late. 

This  unhappy  woman  had  learned 
the  glover's  business,  vfhkch  she  foU 
lowed,  and  they  lived  very  lovingly 
for  about  two  months;  but  after 
that  time,  according  to  his  own 
statement,  words  frequently  arose 
between  them,  occasioned  by  her 
adhering  to  bad  advioa  given  her 
by  her  mother  and  others,  by  some 
of  whom,  she  owned  to  him,  she 
was  advised  to  poison  him.  From 
words  they  came  to  blows,  io  wliich 
she  provoked  hun,  though  he  en- 
treated her  to  forbear.  At  length 
she  went  away  from  him  to  live  with 
her  mother ;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  most  earnest  entreaties,  relnsod 
to  return. 

One  day,  geiog  by  her  mother's 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN*!  NBWeATB  CALENDAR. 


t9 


]H>ii9e  with  some  fnrit,  and  slicing 
Ims  wife  (here,  be  offered  her  some 
fruit,  and  forced  a  km  from  her, 
denring  to  be  reconciled.  Uer  mo- 
tker  eame  in,  and,  after  givinj; 
loose  to  her  tongne  in  a  Tiroleot 
i»amier,  fell  to  b^ng  him,  swear, 
ittg  she  would  kill  him,  and.tdming 
hm  wife,  who  hwi  a  knife  in  her 
hand,  to  stab  him,  which  she  en- 
-deavored  to  do;  but  be,  feeling 
something  against  his  belly,  ran 
backwards  to  the  door,  and  fell 
upon  the  threshold,  with  the  old 
woman  upon  him:  he  rolled  her 
off,  and,  getting  up,  foond  his 
thumb  cut,  a  hole  in  his  shirt,  and 
the  skin  ruffled;  then,  thinking 
himself  in  great  danger,  he  went 
home.  But  his  mother.in.law  and 
his  wife  swore  the  peace  against 
him,  and  had  a  warrant  to  take 
him  up.  Upon  April  24,  there, 
fore,  to  present  their  ser? ing  it,  ho 
went  to  a  gentleman's  about  three 
miles  from  Whittlesea,  to  beg  his 
ad?ice,  which  was  to  make  a  bill  of 
sale  of  his  goods,  and  go  off.  He 
resolved  to  do  .so,  and  came  back 
to  Whittlesea  about  six  o'clock  the 
same  e?ening.  By  the  way,  on 
seeing  his  wife  in  a  new  shop  which 
her  mother  had  provided  for  hci", 
his  heart  beat  with  love  for  her; 
but  on  the  thoughts  of  her  obsti. 
imcy,  and  that  his  fife  or  ruin  was 
what  they  aimed  at  by  laying  him 
9n  gaol,  his  resentment  got  the  bet. 
ter  of  his  reason.  He  stepped  into 
the  shop  where  she  was  sitting  at 
work,  and,  placing  his  left  hand 
under  her  chin,  (he  apprehended  she 
thought  he  was  going  to  kiss  her, 
becanse  she  seemed  to  smile,)  and, 
drawing  his  knife  oat  of  his  pocket 
with  the  other,  he  made  an  attempt 
to  cut  her  throat,  but  was  prevented 
by  her  putting  her  hands  up  when 
she  felt  the  knife.  He  then  placed 
the  point  of  the  knife  under  her 
Mi  ear,  the  back  part  npward,  and 


stuck  H  downward  as  thej  stick 
sheep.  She  onoe  cried  ^  Murder  I' 
He  said,  ^  Molly,  'tis  now  too  late, 
you  should  have  been  ruled  In  time^' 

He  then  ran  into  the  street  and 
called  out  for  somebody  to  take 
him  prisotter,  but  every  one  was 
afraid  4  he  threatened  if  they  did 
not  he  would  do  »ore  misohief ;  on 
which  one  Thomas  Boone  taking 
hold  of  his  arm,  he  snrreoderad 
himself;  but  appeared  as  a  lunatic 
till  next  day,  whan  he  was  very 
calm.  The  above  account  was 
signed  by  himself;  and,  it  being 
reported  that  he  had  committed 
more  murders,  he  further  desired 
that  might  be  explained  as  follows : 

While  he  was  gardener  to  R. 
Man,  Esq.  the  garden  was  often 
robbed;  on  which  his  master  set 
him  to  watch  one  night,  armed  with 
a  gun  and  a  hanger,  and  fixed  a 
trap  at  the  supposed  place  of  en« 
trance.  The  thief  came,  and  soon 
saw  reason  to  run  off;  but  Vicars 
cut  him  in  the  leg  with  his  hanger  ; 
besides  which  he  was  so  unfortu- 
nate  as  to  be  taken  in  the  trap, 
the  teeth  of  which,  reaching  about 
the  middle  of  his  body,  struck  into 
him ;  so  that  being  carried  before 
a  justice,  and  committed  to  Maid, 
stone  gaol,  he^soon  after  died  of  hts 
wounds ;  <  but  this  I  apptehend' 
says  he,  ^  cannot  be  deemed  a  mur- 
der.» 

While  in  prison  he  said  that  he 
dearfy  loved  his  wife ;  but  her  pro- 
vocations were  so  great  that  lie 
could  not  let  her  live,  nor  live 
without  her,  he  having  first  in. 
tended  to  kill  himself  also.  He 
persisted  in  it  that  he  should  do  the 
same  again  on  like  provocation. 

Vicars  suffered  with  Amy  Hut- 
chinson at  Ely,  Nov.  7, 1760.  At 
the  place  of  execution  he  behaved 
very  penitently  ,prajing  with  the  mi- 
nister j  and  singing  the  Vlth  Psalm, 
which  he  chose,  artd  johied  also 
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io  HatcliinspnV  P»dm  (LL)  He 
•hook  bandt  with  seferal,  and 
bowed  to  the  company,  affiwUng 
mnch  ditconrte,  and  reflecting  on 
seteral  people  of  Whittlesea  by 
name ;  in  short,  the  conduct  of  tlie 
man  was  soch,  and  there  was  in  him 
such  «  mixture  of  penitenoe  and  nn^ 
concern,  that  tensible  people  were 
at  a  loss  how  to  pronoonce  their 
opinioB  about  him*  He  desired  to 
see  the  woman  first  dispatched ;  and 
accordingly,  her  face  and  bands 
being  smeared  with  tar,  and  hating 
a  garment  daubed  with  pitch,  after 
a  short  prayer,  the  executioner 
strangled  her.  He  went  then  to 
Vicars,  who,  very  undauntedly 
helping  him  to  fix  the  knot,  immedi. 
ately  threw  himself  oflf,  aikl  expired 
in  a  few  minutes* 

Amy  Hutchinson  and  John  VU 
cars,  who  thus  sufiered  together — 


the«one  for  the  murder  of  her  hn#- 
band,  the  other  for  destroying  bii 
wife— underwent  different  punish- 
ments. It  has  been  already  observed 
that  the  consuming  of  the  strangled 
body  of  a  woman  for  such  a  crime 
has  been  of  late  years  dispenaed 
with ;  for,  though  it  seldom  gate  an 
additional  pang,  yet  it  shocluid  hu. 
manity  in  a  t^p-fold  degree.  This 
part  of  the  sentence  of  tlfie  law  was, 
nefcrtheless,  founded  on  a  well- 
known  part  of  the  Christian  syt. 
tem  of  religion,  which  says,  ^  That 
wives  should  be  obedient  to  their 
husbands  in  all  things.'  Hence  the 
law  dealt  more  se?erely  with  a  wo. 
map,  by  deeming  her  crime  petit 
treason,  next  In  degree  to  high 
treason,  whtc  hu  encompassing  the 
death  of  the  reigning  king,  who  is 
deemed  the  common  parent  of  bis 
subjects. 


WILLIAM  RILEY, 

EXECUTED  FOB  MURDER* 


William  Riley  served  the 
greater  part  of  his  apprenticeship 
to  a  watchmaker  at  Liverpool,  but 
his  master  dying,  he  turned  hb 
mind  to  the  sea,  and  sailed  one 
voyage,  which  it  appears  was  suf. 
ficient  to  induce  him  to  quit  the 
watery  element  for  service  upon 
Jand ;  and  to  this  end  he  enlisted 
into  the  second  regiment  of  foot- 
guards. 

From  the  circumstance  which 
led  to  the  fatal  crime  for  which 
this  youth  sufiered  we  6od  that 
walking  matches,  of  recent  years 
revived,  were  then  in  great  vogue. 
Considerable  bets  were  depending 
on  a  man  walking  three  hundred 
miles  in  six  days,  a  feat  little  infe. 
nor  to  Captain  Barclay's  thousand 
miles  in  as  many  successive  hours. 
This  wager  was  determined  in  Tot. 
hillfields,  Westminstcri  in  favour 
of  the  pedestrian. 


Riley,  also  a  great  walker,  was 
so  much  Interested  In  the  man's 
success  that  he  undertook  to  clear 
the  way  ;  but  on  the  last  day  the 
crow  dbecamc  so  great,  that  he,  in 
his  anxiety,  struck  several  who  did 
not  fall  back;  and,  among  the 
rest,  one  Sutton,  who  returned  the 
blow,  whereupon  a  scuffle  ensued, 
and  Riley,  being  thrown  down  by 
the  mob,  drew  his  sword,  and 
stabbed  Sutton^  of  which  wound  he 
died ;  and  Riley  was  found  guilty 
of  wilful  murder. 

After  sentence  of  death  he  was 
very  penitent,  and  expressed  his 
deep  contrition  for  taking  away  the 
life  of  a  fellow-creature. 

He  confessed  that  he  had  done 
one  more  bad  deed^  which  lay 
heavy  on  his  mind.  He  said  that 
one  of  his  comrades  living  on  bad 
terms  with  his  wife,  and  being 
jealous  of  him  without  cause,  he 
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offered  to  tmke  her  if  the  other 
would  gi?e  her  op.  Accordingly 
they  all  went  to  the  Fleet  Ms 
eonrade  threw  the  certiicate  of 
narriage  into  the  fire,  and  Riley 
and  the  woman  were  immediately 
married ;  aad  thit,  he  feared,  was 
wicked  in   the  eyes    of  God,  of 


tf  hfch,   howerer,  he  itncerely  re- 
pented. 

He  was  executed  along  with 
George  Robins,  George  Anderson, 
and  Thomas  Reynolds,  in  the  year 
1750,  when  only  nineteen  years  of 
age. 


Everett  seised  try  a  Dog  whik  atUinptmg  iorvba  GefUlenttm, 


JOHN  EVERETT,  alias  GEORGE  ANDERSON, 


EXXCUTXD  FOR  ROBBBUT. 


Turs  man  was  a  natire  of  Hcrt« 
ford,  in  which  town  he  served  his 
apprenticeship  to  a  baker.  The 
young  men  in  the  neighborhood 
declined  associating  with  him,  and 
held  him  in  aniyersal  abhorrence, 
so  ungracious  were  his  manners, 
and  so  strong  his  propensity  to 
wicked  oeat.  Upon  the  expiration 
of  his  apprenticeship  he  connected 
himself  with  a  gang  of  notorious 
gamblers,  and  other  dissolute 
wretches,    in    conjunction    with 

TOL.  II. 


whom  he  perpelmted  a  great'niitti: 
ber  of  fillainics,  but  for  sereral 
years  escaped  the  rengeance  of  the 
law. 

By  persuasions,  and  the  promise 
of  a  sum  of  money,  Everett,  and  a 
man  nafioed  Wright,  Induced  a 
young  woman  to  exhibit  a  charge 
of  felony  against  two  innocent  men, 
who  were  put  on  their  trial,  but 
happily  acquitted,  as  the  perjured 
evidence  was  not  able  to  authenti. 
cate  her  accusation.     In  revenge 

3^ 
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foe  their  CliKiig  to  sapplj  tho  girl 
with  the  money  they  had  promisedi 
she  lodged  an  informatloo  against 
Ererett  and  Wright,  who  were  in 
ooaseqofiftce  indicted  forsoboma^ 
tion  0^  perjury,  and  seotBoced  tm 
stand  on  the  pillory  at  the  end  ol 
Chancery  Lane,  where  they  re. 
cei?ed  rery  serere  treatment  from 
the  popalace. 

Soon  after  the  above  punishment 
had  been  inflicted,  Ererett  was 
tried  at  Hicks's  Hall,  and  sentenced 
again  to  stand  on  the  pillory,  for 
ha?ing  fraudulently  obtained  a 
thirty-six  shilling  piece.  He  was 
afterwards  con? ictcd  of  hating  cir- 
calated  counterfeit  Portugal  coin, 
and  ordered  to  be  imprboned  for 
two  years  In  Newgate. 

Soon  after  E?erett's  trial  a  com- 
pany of  gentlemen  went  to  New- 
Ste  to  Tisit  a  criminal^  and  in  a 
ort  time  they  ^covered  that  they 
had  been  robbed  of  their  handker- 
dilefs.  Th^  circumstance  being 
ikentioned  to  Everett,  he  pretended 
to  be  much  surprised,  and  inti- 
mated that  there  was  but  Httle  pro- 
bability of  the  property  being  reco. 
Tcrad.  However,  in  a  little  time 
he  produced  the  handkerchiefs,  and 
received  some  money  from  the  gen- 
tlemen, as  a  reward  for  his  supposed 
honesty. 

While  he  remained  in  Newgate 
he  picked  the  pocket  of  almost 
every  person  who  came  to  visit  die 
pffisooer*.:  be  was  continually  nt^ 
ioffing  tho  most  reprobate  speeches, 
aad  seemed  to  delight  in  the  pj«c« 
tice  of  every  species  of  wickedness* 
Upott  the  ezpiratioQ  of  the  time  he 
was  senttaeed  to  remain  in  prison 
he  tomA  sureties  for  hi«  good  be- 
haviourfor  two  years, and  was  dis. 
charged. 

Aavilig  stopped  a  young  genUe- 
saao  m  Fleet  Street,  he  was  asked 
if  a  mbbery  .was  intended ;  upon 
wUeh  he  knoeked  the  geatleIaa^ 


down,  bat  a  large  dog  belonging  to 
the  iojared  party  imme^aiely 
seked  the  villain,  who  with  great 
difficulty  disengaged  himself  just 
time  enough  to  escape  being  teciimd 
by  the  watch. 

Everett  and  a  woamn  of  tiM 
town  went  to  a  small  inn  at  Hod. 
desden,  in  Hertfordshire,  which 
was  kept  by  an  ancient  widow, 
and,  being  invited  into  a  room  be- 
hind the  bar,  after  having  each 
drank  a  glass  of  wine,  the  widow 
and  her  female  guest  went  to  walk 
in  the  garden :  in  the  mean  time 
Everett  broke  open  a  bureau,  and 
stole  sixty  pounds  In  cash,  and  se- 
Teral  gold  rings.  They  kept  tho 
widow  in  conversation  till  the  time 
of  going  to  bed,  in  order  to  divert 
her  from  going  to  the  bureau ;  and 
the  next  morning  decamped  with 
their  booty. 

They  took  the  road  to  Netting* 
ham,  whence  they  crossed  the  coun- 
try to  Newmarket,  and  then  re- 
turned to  London.  Eyerett's  nf- 
merons  yillainies  had  rendered  hJs 
name  so  notorious,  that  he  wts 
fearful  of  being  apprehended ;  and 
therefore  he  went  under  the  deno- 
mination of  Geoi^e  Anderson,  and 
lived  in  a  very  private  manner  ttll 
the  money  he  had  so. wickedly  ob- 
tained  was  expended. 

He  now  procured  a  knife  eigh- 
teen inches  long,  and  determined  to 
levy  contributions  on  passengers  on 
the  highway.  Jn  the  road  between 
Kentishtown  and  Hampstead,  he 
attempted  to  rob  a  countryman, 
who,  being  of  an  inttepid  temper, 
a  desperate  contest  ensued,  in  which 
Everett  proved  the  conqueror,  and 
dangerously  wounded  his  antago- 
nist, from  whom  he,  however,  ob* 
tained  but  a  small  booty « 

At  length  he  was  detected  ii^ 
stealing  a  quantity  of  riband  in  a 
shop  in  London,  and  was  apprc- 
hended|  but  not  without  making  a 
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vigorous  fesif tance,  in  doing  wMeli 
he  daageroQsly  wounded  the  tkop. 
keeper  in  the  face  and  liandi . 

For  thit  erime  he  wai  tried  at 
the  out  Bailey,  com icted,  and  re. 
eeived  sentence  of  death.  The 
iilgh^  after  the  warrant  for  hit  ex* 
•ention  arrived  he  laid  a  plan  to 
escape.  lie  was  fnnrished  with 
Uapleneota  for  this  purpose,  and 
for  sawing  off  his  fetters,  by  his 
wife  and  his  Itept  mistress,  who,  on 
this  oocasion,  agreed.  Betag  dit. 
covered,  the  former  was  sent  to  one 
of  theCompters^  and  his  concntnne 
to  the  other.  On  this  he  behaved 
so  Ins^dcntly  and  outrageously  that 
k  was  neeenary  to  chain  him  to  the 
ioor  <»f  his  cell,  where  he  remained 
blaspheming  and  threatening  venge* 
aaoe  to  the  keeper  and  turnkeys. 

A  report  being  circnkled  tlmt  ht 
meditated  a  design  against  the  life 
of  the  gaoler,  his  ceil  was  carefully 
seardied,  but  no  tuspieioos  instru. 
mesrts  were  found. 

Whether  he  really  harboied  the 
design  of  murdering  the  lieeper  is 
a  matter  of  doubt.  He  deMnineed 
vengeance  against  the  man  wIki 
gave  the  informodon,  dedariag, 
with  horrid  imprecations,  thait,  if 
be  cenid  ptocure  a  pistnl,  or  any 
otlier  offnuite  weapon,  he  would 
paii  him  to  death. 

He  joined  in  prayer  with  the  Or. 
dinary  of  Newgate  at  the  place  of 
eaeouiion,  bat  declined  addressing 


the  populace;  and,  a  little  time 
before  being  turned  off,  said  he 
considered  death  as  too  severe  a 
punishment  for  the  crime  he  had  - 
committed.  . 

On  the  31st  of  December,  ITSO, 
this  offender  was  executed  at  Ty. 
burn. 

Everett's  propensity  to  wicked* 
ness  was  apparent  in  his  earliest 
years ;  and,  though  he  found  him  * 
self  universally  despised  by  all  who 
were  not  abandoned  like  himself, 
he  neglected  to  effect  a  reforma* 
tion  in  his  manners,  whereby  be 
might  have  removed  all  prejmiioes 
against  him,  and  have  become  a 
respectable  member  of  the  commu- 
nity. He  had  lived  without  regard 
either  to  religious*  or  moral  obliga- 
tiotts:  but  the  utmost  distraction 
of  mind  was  occasioned  by  the  up. 
braidii^  of  a  guilty  conscience, 
and  the  terrible  approach  of  death. 
The  miserable  situation  of  this  man 
exhibits  a  striking  proof  of  the  jus. 
tiee  with  which.  Shakspeare  has  put 
the  following  lines  into  the  mouth 
of  a  man  oppressed  with  guilt :— -    , 

'        «      Pray  I  eauDoC 
Tboogh  iocliiuuion  be  m  sharp  at  'twill ; 
Mj  stronger  guilt  defeats  idt  strong  intent ; 
And,  like  a  man  to  double  basiMeaaboundy 
I  suad  in  pawe  whete  I  aliall  ivst  begiu» 
AJidbothiiailict. 
— O  wretched  state!  O  bosoin  black  as 

death! 
O  limed  soni,  that,  struggling  to  get  fttt. 
Art  mare  engaged  t' 


JAMES  MACLANE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIGHWAY  HOBBB&Y. 


The  subject  of  this  UMOioir  was 
descended  from  a  reputable  Umly 
in  the  north  of  Scotland ;  but  his 
ISither,  after  being  tiberally  ed«. 
catod  in  tbe  Unir oralty  of  Glasgow* 
wnnt  to  settle  at^Monaghan,  in  the 
north  of  Ireland,  as  preacher  to  a 
coBgnigation  of  DIsseolem  in  that 
pU^  where  he  married,  and  hod 


two  sons ;  the  elder  of  whom  was 
bred  to  the  Church,  and  preached 
manjr  years  to  the  English  coi^^re- 
gation  at  the  Hagoe,  being  e^imllf 
remarkable  for  his  learning  as^  thia^ 
goodness  of  bis  heart.  The  younger 
son  was  the  uitfortunate  subfeot  of 
tiHi  oarraiif  e. 
TJm  father  dying  when  he  was 
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about  eighteen,  and  his  effects  fall, 
log  into  his  hands,  the  whole  pro- 
duce was  wasted  in  extravagance 
before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age. 
In  thb  dilemma  he  applied  for  relief 
to  his  mother's  relations,  with  a 
view  to  fit  him  out  for  the  naral 
serfice;  but,  as  they  refused  to 
assist  him,  he  entered  into  the  em- 
ploy of  a  gentleman  named  Howard, 
with  whom  he  came  to  London. 

It  was  not  long  after  his  arrival 
in  the  metropolis  before  he  aban- 
doned his  serfice,  and,  going  to  Ire- 
land, he  again  solicited  the  assist- 
ance of  his  mother's  relations,  who 
were  either  unwilling  or  unable  to 
afford  htm  relief. 

Hereupon  he  relinquished  all 
thoughts  of  applying  to  them  for 
support:  but  this  was  for  some 
time  liberally  afforded  him  by  his 
brother  at  the  Hague,  till  his  ex. 
penses  began  to  bo  too  considerable 
for  a  continued  supply  from  that 
quarter;  for  his  brother's  whole 
income  would  not  ha?e  been  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  him  as  a  gentle- 


Hereupon  Maclane  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  procure  some  employ- 
ment ;  and,  making  interest  with  a 
military  gentleman  who  had  known 
his  father,  he  recommended  him  to 
"  a  colonel  who  had  a  country-seat 
near  Cork.  This  gentleman  en- 
gaged him  as  a  butler ;  and  he  con* 
tinned  a  considerable  time  in  his 
serrlce,  till,  secreting  some  effects, 
be  was  dismissed  with  disgrace,  and 
rendered  unable  to  procure  another 
place  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom. 
Being  reduced  to  circumstances 
•f  distress,  be  conceired  an  idea  of 
•otering  into  the  Irish  brigades  in 
tbe  serrice  of  France,  and  commu- 
nicated his  intention  to  a  gentle, 
man,  who  adrised  him  to  decline 
all  thpoghti  of  such  a  procedure^ 
as  be  could  have  no  prospect  of 
fisiag  in  his  profession  unless  he 


changed  his  religion;  a  circum- 
stance that  he  would  not  consent 
tOy  for  he  still  retained  some  sense 
of  the  pious  education  he  had  re- 
ceived. 

Notwithstanding  the  cplonel- 
above  mentioned  had  dismissed  him 
his  service,  yet,  fearing  that  his 
desperate  circumstances  might  in.- 
duce  him  to  fnrther  acts  of  dis- 
honesty,, he  intrusted  him  with  the 
care  of  his  baggage  to  London; 
and  Maclane,  wishing  to  enter  as  a 
private  man  in  Lord  Albemarl6'» 
troop  of  horse-guards,  solicited  the 
colonel  to  advance  the  necessary 
sum  to  procure  his  admission. 

The  colonel  seemed  willing  to 
favour  his  scheme;  but,  thinking 
it  dangerous  to  trust  the  money  in 
his  hands,  he  committed  it  to  the 
care  of  an  officer  belonging  to  the 
troop,  which  was. then  in  Flanders. 
Every  thing  was  prepared,  and  hit' 
credentials  were  ready  for  his  join^ 
ing  the  troop,  when  he  suddenly- 
declined  all  thoughts  of  entering 
into  the  army. 

Maclane's  ruling  passion  was 
dress,  as  an  introduction  to  tbe 
company  of  women ;  and,  having 
received  about  fifty  pounds '  from 
some  females  of  more  good  nature 
than  sense,  under  pretence  of  &(• 
ting  himself  out  for  a  West-Indi» 
voyage,  he  expended  the  greater 
part  of  it  in  elegant  clothes,  and 
commenced  a  professed  fortune, 
bunter. 

At  length  he  married  the  daugh. 
ter  of  Mr.  Macglegno,  a  horse* 
dealer,  with  whom  he  received  fiye 
hundred  pounds,  and  therewith  he 
commenced  the  business  of  a  gro- 
cer,  in  Welbeck  Street,  Catendisir 
Square,  supporting  his  frtnily'with 
some  degree  of  credit  till  the  ev- 
piratlbn  of  three  years,  when  hl» 
wife  died,  bequeathing  two  infant" 
daughters  to  the  care  of  her  pa- 
rents, who  kindly  undertook   ta 
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proyide  for  them ;  and  both  these 
children  were  livifig  at  the  time  of 
their  father^s  ignoiliioioas  death. 

Hitherto  Madano's  character 
among  his  neighboars  was  unim- 
peached ;  but,  toon  after  the  death 
of  his  wife,  he  sold  off  his  itock  in 
trade  and  furniture,  and  assumed 
the  character  of  a  fine  gentleman, 
IB  the  hope  of  engaging  the  atten. 
tion  of  some  lady  of  fortune,  to 
which  he  thought  himself  entitled 
bj  the  gracefulness  of  his  person 
and  the  elegance  of  his  appearance. 

At  the  end  of  about  six  months 
he  bad  eipended  all  his  money,  and 
became  greatly  dejected  in  mind, 
from  reflecting  on  that  change  of 
fortune  that  would  probably  re. 
d«ee  him  to  his  former  state  of  ser. 
▼ttude.  While  in  this  state  of  de- 
jection >D  Irish  a|)othecary,  named 
Plunkett,*  f  isited  him,  and  inquired 
into  the  cause  of  his  despondency. 
Madano  acknowledged  the  ex. 
haosted  state  of  his  finances ;  can- 
didly confessed  that  hb  had  no 
money  left,  nor  knew  any  way  of 
raising  a  shilling  but  by  the  dis. 
posal  of  his  wearing  apparel;  in 
answer  to  which  Plunkett  address, 
ed  him  as  follows : 
.  ^  1  thought  that  Maclane  had 
spirit  and  resolution,  with  some 
knowledge  of  the  world.  A  brare 
man  cannot  want ;  he  has  a  right  to 
life,  and  not  want  the  com enicnces 
of  life,  while  the  dull,  plodding, 
busy  knafes,  carry  cash  in  their 
pockets.  We  must  draw  upon 
them  to  supply  our  wants:  there 
needs  only  impudence,  and  getting 
the  better  of  a  few  idle  scruples ; 
there  is  scarce  any  courage  neoes. 
sary.  All  whom  we  hare  to  deal 
with  are  mere  poltroons.' 

Tliese  arguments,  equally  ridi. 
culons  and  deprared,  co-operated 


so  forcibly  with  the  poverty  of 
Maclane,  that  he  entered  into  con. 
T^rsation  with  Plunkett  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  going  on  the  highway ;  and 
at  length  they  entered  into  a  solemn 
agreement  to  abide  by  each  other 
in  all  adrentures,  and  to  share  the 
profit  of  their  depredations  to  the 
last  shilling:  nor  does  it  appear 
that  either  of  them  defrauded  the 
other. 

idadane,  though  he  had  con- 
sented to  commit  depredations  on 
the  public,  yet  was  so  impressed  by 
that  remorse  of  conscience  which 
will  nefer  quit  a  mind  not  wholly 
abandoned,  efen  when  Engaged  in 
unlawful  actions,  that,  in  his  first 
and  most  subsequent  attempts,  he 
discovered  evident  signs  of  want  of 
that  false  bravery  which  villains 
would  call  courage. 

The  first  robbery  these  men  com. 
mitted  in  conjunction  was  on  Houn. 
slow  Hoath,  where  they  stopped  a 
grazier  on  his  return  from  Smith- 
field,  and  took  from  him  about 
sixty  pounds. 

This  money  being  soon  spent  in 
extraragance,  they  were  induced  to 
take  a  ride  on  the  St,  Albans  road, 
and,  seeing  a  stage-coach  coming 
forward,  they  agreed  to  ride  up  on 
the  opposite  sides  of  the  carriage. 
Madane^s  fears  induced  him  to  he- 
sitate ;  and  when  at  length  Plunkett 
ordered  the  driver  to  sroi>,  it  was 
with  the  utmost  trepidation  that  the 
other  demanded  the  money  of  the 
passengers. 

On  their  return  to  l^ondon  at 
night  Plunkett  censured  him  as  a 
coward,  and  told  him  that  he  was 
unfit  for  his  business.  This  had 
such  an  effect  on  him,  that  he  soon 
afterwards  went  out  aione,  and  un- 
known to  Plunkett;  and,  having 
robbed  a  gentleman  of  a  large  sum, 


•  This  PlunVclt  was  a  daring  robber,  and  we  greatly  fear  that  wc  shall  not  find  him 
brought  to  the  punUhment  so  often  due  to  his  depredations.  He  certainly,  amoug  other 
base  deeds^  completed  the  ruin  of  Maclane. 
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returned  and  shared  it  with  his  com- 
pan  Ion. 

A  short  time  onljr  had  elapsed, 
after  this  expedition,  when  he  stop* 
ped  and  robbed  tlie  Honourable 
Horace  Walpole,  and  his  pistol 
accidentally  went  off  during  the 
attaclc .  For  some  time  did  he  con- 
tinue this  irregular  mode  of  life, 
during  which  he  paid  two  guineas 
a  wcele  for  his  lodgings,  and  lived 
in  a  style  of  elegance,  which  he 
accounted  for  by  asserting  that  he 
had  an  estate  In  Ireland  which  pro- 
duced seren  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

During  this  time  his  children 
were  in  the  care  of  bis  mother-In. 
law,  whom  he  seldom  ? tsited ;  and, 
when  he  did,  would  not  sit  down, 
nor  stay  long  enough  for  her  to 
gi?e  him  such  advice  as  might  have 
proved  useful  to  him* 

On  a  particular  occasion  he  nar. 
rowly  escaped  the  hands  of  justice, 
which  terrified  him  so  much,  that  he 
went  to  Holland  on  a  visit  to  his 
brother,  who  received  him  with 
every  mark  of  fraternal  affection ; 
and,  though  unsuspicious  of  the 
mode  in  which  he  lived,  3ret  having 
but  too  much  reason  to  fear  that 
be  was  of  a  dissipated  turn  of  mind, 
gave  him  the  best  advice  for  the  re* 
gulation  of  his  future  conduct. 

Having  remained  In  Holland  till 
be  presumed  his  transactions  in  this 
country  were  In  some  measure  for. 
gotten,  be  returned  to  England, 
renewed  his  depredations  on  the 
public,  and  lived  in  a  style  of  the 
utmost  elegance.  He  frequented  all 
the  public  places,  was  well  known 
at  the  gaming-houses,  and  was  not 
unfrequent  in  his  visits  to  ladies  of 
easy  virtue. 

llie  speciousness  of  bis  behaviour, 
Uie  gracefulness  t>f  his  person,  and 
the  elegance  of  bis  appearance,  com* 
bined  to  make  him  a  welcome  vi. 
sitor,  even  at  the  houses  of  woniesi 
of  character ;  and  ho  ha4^  so  far 


ingratiated  himself  Into  the  afftc.- 
tlons  of  a  young  lady,  that  bar  mia 
would  probably  have  been  the  con* 
sequence  of  their  connexion,  but 
that  a  gentleman,  casually  hearing 
of  the  affair,  and  knowing  MackuM 
to  be  a  sharper,  Interposed  hia 
timely  advice,  and  saved  her  froaa 
destruction. 

Hereupon  the  visits  of  the  high* 
wayman  were  forbidden ;  a  dwcmm* 
stance  that  chagrined  him  so  madi 
that  he  sent  a  diallenge  to  the  gen* 
tieman,  which  was  treated  with  that 
degree  of  contempt  which  all  chal- 
lenges .  ought  to  be.  Our  hero, 
still  the  more  vexed  by  thb  dream, 
stance,  went  to  several  coffee-hornet* 
and,  saying  that  this  gentleman  had 
refused  to  meet  him,  abused  him  in 
the  most  opprobrious  terms;  Init 
those  who  knew  the  story  said  It 
was  no  proof  of  cowardice  for  % 
man  6f  honour  to  refuse  to  meet  % 
person  of  abandoned  character. 

Encouraged  by  his  repeated  sue 
oesses,  Maclane  was  thrown  off  hia 
guard,  hie  usual  caution  forsook 
him,  and  he  became  every  daj 
more  free  to  itommit  robbery,  aiHl 
less  apprehensive  of  detection ;  foe 
he  imagined  that  Plunkett^s  tnrning 
evidence  conid  alone  affect  him, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  fidelkf 
of  his  accomplice. 

On  the  20lh  of  Jane,  17M» 
Plunkett  and  Maclane,  riding  out 
together,  met  the  Earl  of  Egllnton 
in  a  postchaise,  beyond  Hounslow^ 
when  Maclane,  advancing  to  Hio 
postboy,  commanded  him  to  stop^ 
but  placed  himself  In  a  direct  lino 
before  the  driver,  lest  his  lordship 
shouM  shoot  him  with  a  bkinder* 
buss,  with  which  he  always  Cra. 
veiled ;  for  he  was  certain  ^at  the 
peer  would  not  fire  so  as  to  endao. 
ger  the  life  of  the  postboy.  In  the 
interim  Plunkett  forced  a  pistol 
through  the  glass  at  tlicback  of  tho 
chMse,  and  threatened  jnataot  4c« 
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stmction  viilett  Mi  lonMiip  threw 
away  the  blunderbuss.  - 

The  danger  of  bb  situittiefi  ren- 
dered  cempUance  neceuarjr,  and 
hb  tordahip  was  ribbed  of  his 
ttonejTMid  a  surloot  eoat.  After 
the  carriage  drore  forward  Mac« 
kne  took  up  the  eoat  and  blonder- 
bnaa,  both  of  whkh  were  found  in 
hia  lodgings  when  be  was  appre. 
bended ;  but  when  he  was  after- 
wards tried  for  the  offence  which 
eoat  bim  his  lite  Lord  EgHnton  did 
not  appear  against  him. 

On  the  day  of  the  i^bery  abore 
Bwntioned  Machine  and  Plunlcett 
stopped  Ae  Satisburj  stage,  and 
took  two  portmanteaus,  which, 
with  the  booty  (hey  had  already 
obtained,  was  conreved  to  Mac- 
lane^  lodgMigs  in  Fall  Mall,  where 
die  plunder  was  shared. 

InaMdiate  notice  of  this  robbery 
was  fifren  In  (he  newspapers,  and 
ihe  articles  stolen  were  described ; 
yet  Maclane  was  so  much  off  his 
guard,  that  he  stripped  the  lace 
froa  n  waistcoat,  the  proeerty  of 
^oe  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  been 
robbed,  and  happened  to  carry  It 
Car  sale  to  the  taceman  of  whom  it 
had  been  purchased. 

He  also  went  to  a  salesman  in 
Momaottth  Street,  named  Loader, 
who  attended  him  to  his  lodgings, 
but  had  no  sooner  seen  what  clothes 
he  had  to  sell,  than  he  knew  them 
to  be  those  which  had  been  adrer. 
lised  ;  and,  pretending  that  he  had 
not  money  enough  to  purchase 
them,  said  be  woaM  go  home  for 
more;  Instead  of  which  he  procured 
a  constable,  apprcheaded  Madane, 
and  4)aok  him  belike  a  magistrate. 

Many  persons  of  rank,  of  both 
sens,  attended  bis  examination ;  se- 
YMd-of  whom  were soaiected  with 
his  situation  that  they  contributed 
Mbsraily  turwards  his  present  sup- 
port. 
Bwg  comttiMtd  la  Itae  Gate. 


housb,  he  requested  a  second  eia. 
mination  before  the  magistrate]^ 
when  he  confessed  all  that  was  al- 
leged  against  him,  and  his  confes- 
sion was  taken  in  writing. 

On  this  he  was  committed  \6 
the  prison  above  mentioned  ;  and, 
during  his  confinement^  a  gentleman 
wrote  to  his  brother  at  the  Hague 
a  narratire  of  his  unhappy  case, 
which  produced  the  following  an- 
swer, at  once  exhibiting  an  equal 
proof  of  fraternal  afRedion  and  re« 
gard  to  the  laws  of  equity : 

'  Wrecftf,  Aug.  16,  N.S^  1750. 
*  Sir, — I  roceired  yourmetan- 
choly  letter,  but  the  dismal  news  it 
contained  had  reached  me  before  it 
arrif  ed,  as  I  hare  been  happily  ab« 
sent  firom  the  Hague  some  time. 

^  I  nerer  thought  that  any  lie* 
longing  to  me  would  hare  load^ 
me  with  such  heartbreaking  afflic- 
tion as  the  infamoui  crimes  of  him 
whom  I  will  call  brother  no  ipore 
hare  brought  upon  me.  f{ow  of- 
ten, and  how  solemnly,  hate  I  ad- 
monished him  of  the  miserable  con- 
sequences of  an  idle  fife ;  and,  alas ! 
to  no  purpose.  Uowerer  that  be, 
I  hare  made  all  the  interest  pos- 
sible for  his  life,  fitted  with  shame 
and  confusion  that  I  hare  been 
obKged  to  make  demmids  so  con. 
trary  to  justice,  and  hardly  know« 
ing  with  what  face  to  do  it  in  the 
character  I  bear  as  a  minister  of 
truth  and  righteousness. 

^  it  is  the  interest  of  some  frietlds 
1  hare  made  here  that  alone  c^ 
save  his  life :  they  hare  lost  n^ 
time  in  applying,  and  1  hope  their 
endeavours  will  be  successful ;  but 
I  still  hope  more,  that  if  Pi:oyi-. 
dence  should  so  order  etents  as  that 
he  escapes  the  utmpM  ri|bur  of  the 
law,  and  has  that  life  prolonged!' 
wbich  he  deserves  not  to  enjoy  any 
longer;  1  hope,  or  rather  wish, 
that  fn  such  a  case  he  may  hate  a 
proper  sense  and  fediag   of  his 
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enornoMt  crimcc,  ubidi  lay  w 
ample  foandation  for  drawini^  out 
<be  wretched  remainder  of  his  da>s 
in  sorrow  and  repentance.  With 
respect  to  me,  it  would  gife  me 
consolation  if  I  could  hope  that 
this  would  be  the  issue  of  his  trial ; 
it  would  comfort  me  on  hb  ac* 
count,  as  he  is  a  man,  because  I 
will  ne?er  acknowledge  him  in  any 
nearer  relation,  and  because,  except 
such  good  offices  as  former  ties  and 
present  humanity  demand  from  me 
in  his  behalf,  I  am  determined  never 
to  bare  any  farther  correspondence 
witb  him  during  this  mortal  life. 

^  I  bava  gifen  orders  to  look 
towards  his  subsistence,  and  Hhat 
18  necessary  for  it* 

<  I  am  obliged  ta  you,  sir^  for 
your  attention,  in  communicating 
to  me  thb  dismal  news,  and  shall 
willingly  embrace  any  opportunity 
of  showing  myself.  Sir, 

^  Your  most  obedient,  &c.' 

^  P»  S.  If  you  see  this  my  un* 
happy  brother,  let  him  know  my 
compassion  for  his  misery,  as  well 
as  my  indignation  against  his 
crimes ;  and  also  that  I  shall  omit 
nothing  in  my  power  to  have  his 
sufferings  mitigated.  He  has,  I 
fear,  broken  ray  heart,  and  will 
make  me  draw  on  the  rest  of  my 
days  in  sorrow.' 

At  the  next  sessions  at  the, Old 
Bailey  Maclane  was  indicted,  and 
pleaded  ^  Not  guilty  ;'  and  read  the 
following  able  defence : 
*  My  Lord, 

^"Your  lordship  will  not  construe 
it  vanity  in  me,  at  this  time,  to  say 
that  I  am  the  son  of  a  divine  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  well  known 
Ipr  his  zeal  and  affection  to  the 
present  royal  family  and  happy  go. 
"vemment,  who  bestowed  an  edu- 
cation upon  me  becoming  his  cha* 
racter,  of  which  I  have  in  my  hand 
a  certificate  from  a  lord,  four  mem- 
ben  of  parliamcDt^andacveral  jus- 


tioes  for  the  county  where  I  was 
born  and  received  my  education* 

^  About  the  beginning  of  the  late 
French,  war,  my  lord,  I  came  t<» 
London,  with  a  design  to  enter 
into  the  military  service  of  my  king 
and  country :  but  unexpected  dis. 
appointments  obliged  me  to  change 
my  resolution ;  and,  having  married 
the  daughter  uf  a  reputable  trades^ 
man,  to  her  fortune  I  added  what 
Uttlel  had  of  my  own,  and  entered 
into  trade  in  the  grocery  way,  and 
continued  therein  till  my  wife  died* 
I  very  quickly  after  her  death 
found  a  decay  in  trade,  arising  from 
an  unavoidable  trust  reposed  in  ser- 
vants;  and,  fearing  the  conso* 
quence,  I  sold  off  my  stock,  and  in 
the  first  place  honestly  discharged 
my  debts,  and  purposed  to  apply 
the  residue  of  my  fortune  in  the 
purchase  of  some  military  employ- 
ment,* agreeably  to  my  first  dasign* 

^  During  my  applicatiun  to  trade, 
my  lord,  I  unhappily  became  ac- 
quainted with  one  Plunkett,  an 
apothecary,  who,  by  his  account  of 
himself,  induced  me  to  believe  he  had 
travelled  abroad,  and  was  possessed 
of  clothes  and  other  things  suitable 
thereto,  and  prevailed  on  me  to 
employ  him  in  attending  on  my  fa- 
mily, and  to  lend  him  money  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  pounds  and 
upwards. 

'  When  I  left  off  trade  I  pressed 
Plunkett  for  payment,  and  after 
rcceifing,  by  degrees,  several  sums, 
he  proposed,  on  my  earnestly  le- 
sisting  that  i  must  call  in  all  debts 
owing  to  me,  to  pay  me  part  in 
goods  and  part  in  money. 

^  These  wety  clothes  with  which 
I  am  charged,  my  lord,  he  brought 
to  me*  to  make  sale  of,  towajrds 
payment  of  my  debt ;  and  accord- 
ingly, my  lord,  I  did  sell  them, 
very  unfortunately,  as  it  nowap*. 
pears,  little  thinking  they  were 
come  by  in  the  manner  Mr.  Uigden 
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hatk  been  pleased  to  expreM^  whose 
wofd  and  honour  are  too  well 
knowa  to  donbt  the  tnitlu 

^  My  lord^  as  the  ooBtffactiDg  this 
debt  between  Plimkett  and  myself 
was  a  matter  of  a  jMrWate  aatore, 
so  was  the  payment  of  it;  and, 
therelbie)  it  b  impossible  for  me  to 
have  the  testimony  of  one  single 
-  witness  to  these  facts,  wlrioh  (as  it 
is  an  nnavoidahle  misfortoae)  I 
hope,  and  doubt  not,  my  lord,  that 
year  lordship  and  the  gentlemen  of 
the  jury  will  duly  weigh. 

^  is  it  probable,  nay,  i»it  possi. 
ble,  that,  if  I  had  come  by  those 
clotbea  by  dishonest  means,  I 
should  be  so  imprudent  as  to  bring 
a  man  to  my  lodgings  at  noonday 
to  bay  them,  and  give  hiai  my  name 
and  place  of  residence,  and  eTen 
write  that  name  and  place  of  resi- 
dence my  self  in  the  safossftan's  book  ? 
It  seems  to  me,  andl  think  must  to 
every  maa,  a  madness  that  no^  one 
with  the  least  share  of  sense  could 
be  capable  of. 

^  My  lord,  in  the  course  of  Mr. 
Higdeii's  evidence,  he  hath  declared 
thiU  he  coald  not  be  positive  either 
to  my  lace  or  person,  the  defect  of^ 
which,  I  humbly  presume,  leaves  a 
doabt  of  the  certainty  of  my  being 
OSM  ol  the  two  persons. 

^  My  lotd,  it  b  very  true,  when 
I  was  first  apppth^inded,  the  sur. 
prise,  confounded  me,  and  gave  me 
a  most  emtraordinary  shock ;  it 
caasod  a  delifium  and  confusion  in 
my  brain,  which  rendered  me  inca- 
pable  of  beilig  myself,  or  knowing 
wkal  I  said  or  did :  I  talked  of  rob. 
btn-ies  as  another  bhms  would  do  in 
talking  of  stories  ;  bat,  my  lord) 
after  my  friends  had  visited  me  in 
the  Gate-hoiise,  and  bad  given.mo 
some  .new  spiffits^and  n^hen  I  came 
to^  be  re^cAmined  before  Justice 
Lsdiard,  aad  >was  asked  if  I  could 
make  any  diacovery  of  the  robbery, 
I  thtin  alleged  IJudirecovetat  aiy 


surprbe,  that  what  I  had  Ulked  of 
before  concerning  robberies  wiss 
false  and  wrong,  and  was  entirely 
owing  to  a  confused  head  and 
brsSn. 

'  This,  my  lord,  being  my  unhap* 
py  state  ■  bnt,  nahappy  as  it  is,  at 
your  lordship  is  my  judge  and  pre- 
swnptive  coansel,  I'sabmit  H^ 
whether  there  b  any  other  evidence 
against  me  than  circumstantia]. 

^  First,  the  selling  of  the  lace  aad 
clothes,  which  I  agree  I  did ;  for 
which  I  account. 

'  Secondly,  the  verbal  confession 
of  a  confused  brain ;  for  which  I 
aecount. 

^All  thb  evidence,  I  humbly 
apprehend,  b  but  circumstantial 
evidence. 

<  It  might  be  said,  my  lord,  that 
I  ought  to  show  where  I  was  at 
this  time. 

<  To  which,  my  lord,  I  aaswer, 
that  I  never  heard  the  time,  nor  tho 
day  of  the  month,  that  Mr.  Higden 
was  robbed ;  and,  my  lord,  it  is 
impossible  for  me,  at  this  juncture, 
to  reooUect  where  I  was,  and  aiuch 
more  to  bring  any  testimony-  of  it. 

^My  lord,  in  cases  where  the 
prboner  lies  under  these  imposaibi- 
liAies  of  proof,  it  is  hard,  nay,  it  is 
very  Jund,  if  presumption  may  not 
have  some  weigbt  on  the  side  of  the 
prboner.  I  hambly  hope  that 
that  doctrine  will  not  escape  your 
U»edship's  memory  in  charging  the 
jury. 

^  My  lord,  I  have  lived  in  cr^it, 
and  have  had  dealings  with  man- 
kind ;  and  therefore  hambly  beg 
leave,  my  lord,  to  call  about  a 
score  to  my  character,  or  more,  if 
your  lordship  pleases;  and  then^ 
my.  lord,  if,  in  yonr  lordship's 
opinion,  the  evidence  against  mc 
should  be  by  law  only  circumslaa- 
tial,  and  the  character  given  of  <  me 
by  my  witnesses  should  be  so.  far 
sati^fiiGiory  as  to  hav9  qqual  weight, 
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IflhftU  most  wilBngljr  and  reaWy 
stibmit  to  the  jury's  verdict.' 

Nine  gentleBcn*  betog  oilled, 
gave  hhn  a  Tiery  good  character. 

The  jury  brought  him  In  g«^ 
willKnit  going  out  of  Court.  When 
brought  up  to  receive  Bcnteace  of 
death  be  miulean  eitay  to  address  the 
Ceart ;  bat,  his  powers  failiag,  be 
<Nily  exclaimed, '  My  lord,  Icaunot 
speak  r  What  be  intended  to  ofifer 
was  oextday  published,  importing 
that  iie  hoped  some  drcnmslaaccs 
might  entitle  him  to  so  much  mercy 
as  might  save  him  from  dying  so 
disgracefully  to  bis  family,  and 
enable  him  to  pass  his  days  in  pew 
irite«ce  ami  obscurity. 

Maclane,  ha?  lag  been  ednoatied 
as  a  Dissenter,  was  attended,  at  his 
own  request,  by  Dr.  Allen,  a  re. 
verettd  difine  of  the  Presbyterian 
persuasion. 

The  doctor,  at  his  first  tisit, 
found  this  unhappy  person  under 
inexpressible  agonies  4>f  mind,  aris^ 
tag  from  a  deep  sense  not  only  of 
fait  inisei7,  but  of  his  guilt  lie 
deciared  that,  although  most  of 
those  wkh  whom  he  had  lately  con- 
versed ridiculed  all  Pcligioii,  yet  the 
truths  oi  Cfirlsthmity  had  been  so 
deq>ly  raoteil  In  bis  mind  by  a  pieias 
edvcatson^  dmt  he  never  enter* 
/  tained  tlie  lesBt  doubt  about  them, 
efen  wbile  he  was  engaged  In 
courses  of  the  most  ftagkidtis  wiok* 
edness,  by  which  it  became  bis  In* 
terest  to  disbelicfc  them. 

He  declared  also  that  <  neither 
death,  nor  the  violence  and  Infamy 
with  M'hich,  in  iiis  case.  It  would  be 
attended,  gave  htm  44ie  least  uneasi* 
ness ;  Imt  expressed  the  most  dread* 
ful  apprtihension  of  going  iato  She 
presence  of  the  Almlghiy,  whose 
laws  he  had  known  onjy  to  violate, 
asid  the  motions  of  whose  spirit  he 
bad  fek  only  to  suppress. ' 

The  doctor  replied  that,  though 
these  appraheusioiis  were  jusf>  yot, 


if  be  eoM  be  sincerely  pentteut^ 
ho  might,  through  the  merits  and 
intercession  of  tbo  blessed  Jesus, 
be  forgiven ;  but  pressed  him  ear- 
nestly not  4o  deceire  himself,  add- 
ing, ^  It  ss  iasposslble  iar  me  to 
know  your  heart ;  and  yaur  pre* 
sent  drcumslancer  make  it  very- dif* 
ficult  for  yonyoorself  to  know  it.' 
He  then  apprised  him  of  the  great 
difllicttlt)'  of  obtsMng  a  lutlonai 
hope  tl»t  a  repcutntioe  is  genuine 
which  had  no  beginning  tili  guilt 
was  ovettaken  by  punishment,  and 
the  terrors  of  death  were  displayed 
l>efore  hlm«  Maclane  felt  tbe  force 
of  this  argument,  but  said  tlmt,  If 
the  utotost  ai>horrcnce  of  bimsulf 
for  the  enotmities  of  hi«  life,  if  the 
deepest  sense  of  bis  ingvatitode  Um 
God,  and  the  violation  of  his  con. 
scieace,  which  had  always  rc» 
preached  bim*<^if  indignation  at 
himeelf  for  tRe  injuries  he  bad 
done  to  society,  and  ibe^lrtresaes 
he  had  beougbt  upon  his  rela* 
tions,  were  marks  of  sincere  peni* 
teace,  he  hoped  that  indeed  he  was 
a  penkeat  sinner  t  and  that,  nl* 
though  he  had  bat  little  ttae  to  live, 
and  therefore  was  unable  tu  evince 
the  sincerity  of  bif  repentance  iy 
many  fruits  of  it,  yet,  If  be  knew 
any  thing  of  bis  own  heart,  be  had 
nodasire  of  Hfe  but  as  an  uppdno- 
Rity  of  f  ulilling  the  goad  reaotu* 
tsens  which  the  near  view  of  death 
had  frodaced.  "^What  it  llfe,^ 
said  he,  '^with  the  loss  of  my  j^ood 
name?  Whalt  indeed  is  life  wl« 
all  its  advan4ages  ?  I  profeM  to 
yon,  sir,  that  I  have  had  more  plea* 
sure  in  one  hour^  oonverealion  with 
you  than  -in  all  the  fay  Taaities  i 
have  ever  engaged  in/ 

In  one  of  these  conversations  tbu 
doctor  toA  occasida  to  tell  him 
that  the  defence  which  bo  bud  wade 
at  his  trial  was  not  a  taken  -of  'that 
sincerity  of  heart  whkh  be  had  so 
sukmnly  pruftsscd.    To  this  ha 
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amwered,  tlwt  what  he  had  ilone 
o«  that  ooeasion  was  by  the  advice 
of  an  attorney;  that  he  thought  it 
a  jott  defence  in  law  ;  and  that,  if 
it  had  prefer?ed  his  life,  it  would 
hate  prevented  the  disgrace  which 
hit  death  woohi  bring  upon  his  fa- 
mUjj  and  wonid  have  afforded  htm 
an  opportunity  of  making  some  re. 
paralion  to  society  by  becoming  an 
wefol  member  of  it,  and  of  proving 
the  sincerity  of  his  repentance  by 
his  reformation. 

Upon  an  inquiry  if  his  father  had 
really  been  a  minister  in  Ireland, 
he  burst  into  a  sodden  flood  of 
tears,  and  con  finned  it,  ex  pressing, 
in  the  most  affecting  manner,  his  re« 
gret  for  having  act^  in  violation  of 
the  principles  which  had  been  early 
implanted  in  his  mind  by  a  tender 
and  pioas  parent;  a  circomstance 
wludi,  he  said,  greatiy  aggravated 
bis  guilt. 

fiat  he  often  lamented  that  he 
had  npt  l>een  brought  up  to  some 
employment  wMeh  would  have 
made  industry  necessary,  instead 
ef  to  writing  and  accounts,  which, 
as  a  genteeler  iNisiaiess,  was  chosen 
for  him  :  and  once  he  added,  <  O 
lir,  1  have  often,  in  my  necessities, 
before  I  had  broken  In  upon  my  in. 
aoeenoe,  thoaght  that,  had  I  had  a 
meehaoic  trade  in  ray  hands,  that 
wonld  have  employed  my  whole 
time,  I  should  have  been  a  happy 


Dr.  AHen  told  Mm  it  had  been 
reported  that  he  lived  apon  very  HI 
terms  with  his  wife,  and  that  his 
cruelty  hastened  her  death.  Iieab« 
sotntely  denied  it,  and  indeed  his 
vllie's  mother  took  leave  of  him 
with  great  tenderness,  and  aacon. 
moa  ardour  of  affection.  When  he 
was  asked  if  he  had  amr  hopeof  a 
raqiite,  be  answered  «  Very  little  !* 
And,  being  told  that  the  great  nam. 
ber  of  robbeHes  committed  by  per. 
tons  of  gen|iel  appearaaoe  rendered 


it  very  improbable  that  he  shouicl 
be  spared,  he  said  he  acquiesced,, 
and  desired  his  eiample  might  ba 
pressed  as  a  warning  to  yoong  per. 
sons ;  adding,  with  great  earnest, 
ness,  <  Glad  should  I  ba  if,  as  my 
life  has  been  vile,  my  death  might 
be  aseful/ 

He  acknowledged  that,  hia 
friends  ha? iitg  once  raised  a  little 
contribution  to  enable  him  to  ship 
himself  for  Jamaica,  he  carried  it 
to  the  gaming-table  at  the  masqiie* 
rade^  where  at  first  he  had  some 
success,  and  hoped  to  win  enough 
to  boy  a  little  military  post :  but 
at  length  he  lost  his  all ;  and,  hav* 
iug  alienated  his  friends  by  his  abuse 
of  their  bounty,  and  disposed  of 
whatever  he  could  either  pawa  or 
sell,  he,  by  the  persnasion  of 
Plunkett,  took  to  the  highway. 
With  him,  who  was  his  only  accoas- 
plice,  he  committed  many  /obbe* 
ries,  but  had  always  shuddered  at 
the  thought  of  murder,  and  waa 
thankful  to  God  that  he  had  not 
incurred  the  guilt  of  shedding  in. 
nocent  blood. 

After  the  death.warraot  oame 
down  no  additional  dejectipn  or 
sadness  appeared  in  his  caimte. 
aaace^  but  rather  a  nM>re  steady 
and  composed  resignation.  He 
asked  Dr.  Allen  wisether  he  shouM 
receive  the  sacrament,  on  the  mora* 
iag  of  the  execution,  with  the  other 
criminals?  To  which  bo  readily 
consented ;  but  said  that  he  hoped 
U  was  not  necessary  to  warn  hisa 
against  considering  it  as  a  oharmi 
or  passport^  which,  he  feared,  waa 
too  frequently  done  by  those  who 
are  grossly  ignorant,  or  Miwineibly 
sta{^. 

A  yoath  who  had  been  con. 
damned,  but  was  afterwards  or. 
dared  to  be  transported  for  li/e^ 
chose  to  continue  la  the  cell  "tvith 
Maclane;  and,  as  they  had  oppor- 
tuni^,  4key  went  anoag  tte  other 
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prisoners  ^  who  vrtko  ordered  for 
execution,  to  instruct  them,  pray 
with  them,  and  assist  ithem  in  their 
preparation  for  death.  But  Mac. 
lane  was  greatly  shocked  at  the  in- 
sensibility and  profaneness  of  some, 
and  pitied  the  souls  which  were 
going  into  eternity  in  so  hopeless  a 
sCate. 

These  incidents  the  doctor  im. 
pi^fed,  as  eiidences  of  his  sin- 
cerity. The  day  before  his  exe- 
cution, in  the  presence  of  sereral 
gentlcmon  from  Holland,  he  gare 
him  a  letter  from  his  brother,  at 
the  sight  of  which  he  fell  into  an 
agony  of  grief,  and  said,  ^  Oh  I 
my  dear  brother !  I  haYe  broke  his 
heart !'  After  some  pause,  as  if  in 
doubt  whether  he  should  read  it  or 
not,  he  said,  ^  I  have  been  long 
educated  to  sorrow,  and,  cutting  as 
this  letter  will  be  to  my  hekrt,  I 
must  read  it.'  Beginning  with  the 
first  words,  '  Unhappy  brother!' 
he  cried  out  in  great  agony  of  mind^ 
<  Unhappy,  indeed  i'  and  then,  en. 
deaforing  to  compose  himself ,  read 
the  letter  with  emotions  suitable  to 
the  solemnity  of  its  contents,  and 
desired  to  read  it  a  second  time. 
It  was  then  proposed  to  the  com. 
pany 'present  to  unite  in  a  solemn 
prayer  to  tied  for  him :  they  con. 
seoted,  and  the  strangers  wept 
abundantly  on  the  occasion.  In 
Che  efening  of  the  same  day  he  took 
his  last  farewell  of  Mr.  H.  a  friend 
of  his  brother,  and  of  Dr.  Allen  : 
ht  said  <  This  is  the  bitterness  of 
death :'  he  eagerly  embraced  them 
both,  dropped  suddenly  down  on 
his  knees,  and  prayed  to  God  to 
bless  them  for  CTer. 

He  spent  all  that  night,  with  the 
yOuth  who  has  been  mentioned  be- 
fdre^  tn  his  devotions.  At  going 
into  the  durt  he  was  heard  to  say^ 
^'Ot  my  God,  1  have  forsaken 
thee!, but  I  will  trust  in  thee!'  and 
^1  the  accounts  of  his  behaviour  in 


his  passage  to  the  phue  of  execu- 
tion, and  at  it,  concur  in  testifying 
that  he  went  through  the  whole 
awful  scene  with  manly  firmness, 
joined  with  all  the  appearance  of 
true  devotion  :  and  ^  I  hope,'  says 
the  doctor,  ^  that  he  has  found  that 
mercy  with  God  which  he  so  ear. 
nestly  sought.' 

'  To  this  mournful  account  of  a 
criminal  struggling  with  terror  and 
remorse,  in  the  expectation  of  a 
sudden,  a  violent,  and  ignominious 
death,  it  may  not  bo  improper  to 
add  a  view  of  the  prosperous  rob- 
ber, while  he  is  enjoying  that 
which  he  gains  with  such  a  dread, 
ful  hazard,  and  mixes  unsuspected 
in  the  most  gay  and  elevated  scenes 
of  life.  A  comparison  will  thus  be 
more  easily  made,  and  it  can  be 
determined  with  a  greater  certainty 
what  is  the  balance  of  the  account, 
and  on  which  side  it  will  fall :  we 
have  tbertfore  collected  the  follow, 
ing  particulars  from  many  parts  of 
Dr.  Allen's  account,  and  thrown 
them  together  in  this  place. 

When  he  was  in  lodgings  at 
Chelsea,  and  probably  lived  in  ex- 
ternal splendour,  the  agitation  and 
disturbance  of  his  mind  were  .so 
great,  that  ho  was  often  observed 
to  roll  about  the  floor  of  bis  room 
in  great  agony. 

When  he  was  among  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  rank  and  fortune,  and 
even  while  ho  was  cngdged  in  the 
most  splendid  and  captivating  en- 
tertainments,  the  angubh  of  his 
mind  was  too  strong  to  be  sup- 
pressed; and  his  company  would 
then  ask  what  it  was  that  produced 
the  melancholy  and  discontent  which 
they  perceived  in  his  countenance. 

In  a  good  cause  no  man  had 
greater  courage  than  Mi^clane ;  but 
in  eftry  scheme  of  villainy  he  was 
a  coward.  The  moment  in  which 
he  entered  on  the  highway  he  to^ 
tally- loft  his.pciaceof:niiiid,  and  he- 
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came  the  slare  of  dreadful  appi^. 
bentions  and  perpetual  terror. 

In  these  ctrcomstances,  could  the 
gaiety  of  his  appearance  or  the  fa* 
four  of  the  great,  the  company  of 
women  or  the  splendour  of  a  mas- 
querade,  put  him  in  possession  of 
any  thing  equiralent  to  one  hour  of 
peace  and  safety  ?  Let  those  an. 
Bwer  whose  lore  bf  pleasure  is  most 
predomhiant ;  thi^ir  decision  wiUbe 
in  favour  of  Wrtue :  neither  let  the 
idle  nor  the  Toluptuous  flatter  them, 
selves  that  they  shall  be  able  to  pre- 
cure  the  same  gratifications  without 
the  same  alloy. 

The  state  of  the  mind  in  coatem. 
plation  of  crime  is  very  dlflferent 
from  that  which  follows  the  com- 
mission ;  the  sufferings  of  gttilt  can. 
not  be  realized  by  imagination,  nor 
eluded  in  the  experiment.  Let 
those,  therefore,  who  are  yet  inno- 
cent,  make  no  approachiss  to  the 
precipice  from  which  this  man  fell ; 
and  let  those  whose  cKmes  have  not 
yet  been  detected  hasten  from  the 
brink. 

Arrived  at  Tyburn,  he  looked 


sadly  up  at  the  gallows,  and,  wHh 
a  heartfelt  sigh,  ezclahned  <  O 
Jesus  !* 

<  In  his  parch'd  eyes  -  the  decp'.sunk  tears 
express 
Hit  eadlcis  mifefy,  hit  dire  dhu^mj 

He  took  no  notice  of  the  popf^^ 
lace,  aH  his  attention  being  fixed ' 
upon  his  devotions ;  and  specie  td^ 
no  one  except  the  constable  .that 
first  apprehended 'hlro,  who  dvsired 
to  shake  hands  with  nim,  ^d  en« 
treated  his  foi^veoess;  to  wbich 
the  dying  man,  givhig  his  hand, 
replied,  <  I  forgive  you,  wid  may 
God  bless  you  and  your  friends ; 
may  he  forgive  my  enemies,  and 
receire  my  soul.' 

He  suffered  on  the  3d  of  October, 
1750,  along  with  William  SmiKh, 
the  malefaetor  before  naated. 

It  is  somewhat  worthy  of  remark 
and  regret  that  two  young  men, 
tenderly  brought  up,  and  well  edu- 
cated, and  (still  more  melancholy) 
both  the  sons  of  pions  clergymen, 
should,  side  by  side,  hspse  thus  ren- 
dered up  their  forfeited  Kves  to  the 
injured  laws  of  their  oonntry. 


JOHN  CARR, 

EXSOUTEO  FOB  JPORGERY. 


The  history  of  this  man,  in  Its 
commencement,  reminds  us  of  the 
adage  *  Diamond  cnt  diamond,' — 
an  Irish  fortune-hunter  versus  an 
English  swindling  courtezan.  The 
lady,  howerer,  it  seems,  outwitted 
the  gentleman. 

John  Corrr  was  a  natire  of  the 
north  of  Ireland.  His  parents  were 
respectable,  and  his  education  was 
genteel.  At  sixteen  years  of  age 
ha  was  sent  to  reside  with  a  kins, 
man  in  Dublin. '  When  he  grew  to 
Tears  of  maturity  his  kinsman  put  > 
him  Into  business  as  a  wine  and: 
brandy  merchant,  and  he  seemed  to- 
be  in  the  road  to  success ;  but,  his 
friend  dying,  he  attached  himself  to 


bad  company,  neglected  his  IkmI«* 
ness,  lost  his  oustomers,  and  was  = 
soon  greatly  reduced  in  his  circunh. 
stances, 

A  man  of  fortune,  who  wai  one 
of  his  abandoned  associates,  invited 
Oarr  to  pass  part  of  the  summer  at 
his  seat  in  the  country ;  and,  set-  ■ 
ting  out  together,  they  stopped  at  • 
Kilkenny,  where  soma  passengers 
quitted  a  coach,  amoilg  whom  was 
a  young  lady,  whose  elegant  per. 
son  and  appearance  impressed  X^r 
with  an  Idea  that ahe  wasof  rank,  ' 
and  inspired  him  wHh  the  first  sen.  * 
timents  of  love  that  he  ev^r  felt. 
•  Throwing  himself  from  his  horsor 
he  handed  her  into  the  inn ;  and  a 
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pfopostl  being  made  that  the  com* 
pany  should  aii|i  together,  it  was 
agreed  to  on  all  hands;  and, while  the 
supper  was  pi:eparing,  Carr  applied 
himself  to  the  coachman  to  learn 
the  history  of  the  young  lady ;  but 
all  the  infbrmation  ha  eould  obtain 
was,  that  ko  had  taken  her  up  at 
Dublin,  and  that  she  was  going  to 
the  Spa  at  Hallow* 

Carr^  being  anxiout  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  lady, 
fMTailed  on  the  company  to  re. 
peee  themselTet  the  next  day  at  Ril* 
kenny,  and  take  a  fiew  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormond't  teat,  and  the 
curiosities  of  the  town.  This  pro* 
posal  being  acceded  to,  the  e?ening 
waa  spent  in  the  utmost  harmony 
and  good  humour;  and  the  fair 
stranger  even  then  oonceifed  an 
idea  aif  making  a  conquest  of  Mr. 
Carr,  from  whose  appearance  sIm 
judged  that  he  was  a  man  of  dis. 
tinction* 

In  the  morning  she  dressed  her* 
self  to  great  advantage,  not  for* 
getting  the  ornament  of  jewels, 
which  she  wore  in  abundance ;  so 
that  when  she  entered  the  room 
Carr  was  astonished  at  her  appear- 
ance. She  found  the  influence  she 
had  over  him,  and  resolved  to  afford 
him  an  early  opportunity  of  speak- 
ing his  sentiments;  and)  while  the 
companywere  walking  in  thegaJlery 
of  the  Duke  of  Ormond's  palace, 
this  Oppertubity  offered. 

The  lady  aiicted  displeasure  at 
so  eipUcit  a  declaration ;  but,  soon 
assuming  a  more  affable  deport, 
ment,  she  told  him  she  was  aa 
Englishwoman  of  raak ;  that  his 
person  was  not  disagreeable  to  her ; 
and  that,  if  he  waa  a  man  of  fortune, 
and  the  consent  .of  her  relations 
coiU  be  obtained,  she  should  not 
be  averse  to  listening  to  his  ad* 
dresses.  She  further  said  that  she 
was  going  tm  spend  part  of  the  snm- 
mcr  at  Mattew,  where  his  company 


would  be  agreeable;  and  he  fol* 
lowed  her  to  that  place,  contrary 
to  the  advice  of  his  friend,  who  had 
formed  a  very  unfavorable  opinion 
of  the  l^y's  character. 

Here  he  dissipated  so  much  cash 
in  company  with  this  woman,  tliat 
he  was  compelled  to  borrow  of  his 
friend,  who  remonstrated  on  the 
impropriety  of  the  connexion  ;  but 
Carr  stiii  kept  her  oompany,  and, 
at  the  end  of  the  season,  returned 
with  her  to  Dublin. 

Here  the  lovers  agreed  to  sail  for 
England,  and  Carr  sold  some  small 
estates,  and,  borrowing  all  the  mo- 
ney he  possibly  could,  delivered  the 
whole  to  hb  mistress* 

Preparations  were  now  made  for 
the  voyage,  and  Carr  employed  him- 
self in  procuring  a  passage  to  Eng- 
land ;  but  in  his  absence  the  lady 
shipped  all  the  effects  on  board  a 
veesel  bound  for  Amsterdam ;  and, 
having  dressed  herself  in  man's  ap- 
parel, she  embarked  and  sailed, 
leaving  Carr  to  regret  his  ill-judged 
credulity. 

On  his  return  home,  discovering 
how  he  had  been  robbed,  he  was  at 
first  half  distracted  with  his  loss ; 
but,  on  cooler  reflection^  he  thought 
it  would  be  in  vain  to  pursue  the 
thief;  on  which  he  sold  the  few 
trifles  that  remained  of  his  property, 
which  producing  about  a  hundred 
pounds,  he  came  to  London,  and 
soon  spent  the  whole  in  debancherjr 
and  extravagance. 

Thus  reduced,  he  enlisted  as  a 
foot-soldier,  mid  served  some  years 
before  ho  was  discbargad;  after 
which  he  entered  as  a  marine  at 
Plymouth,  whence  he  came  to  Lob* 
doB^  and  opened  a  shop  in  Hog 
Lane,  St.  Giles's.  He  now  married 
a  girl  who  be  thought  had  monay ; 
but,  soon  discovering  her  poverty* 
he  abandoned  her,  and  removed  to 
Short's  Gardens^  where  he  entered 
into  par tsMrship  with  a  cork»eiitter« 
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HaTing  ingratiited  himadf  iote 
the  esteem  of  the  custofncrs,  he 
•peoed  shop  on  his  own  account^ 
and  soon  got  all  the  htuineu  from 
his  late  partner.  This,  howerer, 
proved  of  no  service  to  him>  for^ 
getting  into  bad  company,  he  fre^ 
quenled  the  gaming-tables,  and  be. 
came  the  dupe  of  sharpers*. 

These  ▼illains»  determined  to  pos** 
se^s  themselves  of  all  hb  money, 
ofiered  to  procure  him  a  wife  of 
fortune,  though  th^  knew  fie  had 
a  wife  living^  and  actually  contrived 
to  Introduce  him  to  a  young  lady 
of  propertir.  A  marriage  would 
probably  have  taVen  place,  but 
that  one  of  them,  struck  with  re. 
morse  of^  conscience,  developed  th« 
affiur  to  her  father,  and  frustrated 
the  whole  scheme ;  and  soon  after- 
wards Carr'8  companions  quitted 
him,  having  reduced  him  to  the  last 
shilling. 

Having  been  intrusted  by  a  gen- 
tleman with  a  draft  on  the  bank 
for  siity  poonds,  he  received  the 
money,  spent  It  all  in  the  lowest 
scenes  of  debauchery,  and  again 
entered  as  a  marine. 

There  being  something  in  his  dei- 
^lortmcnt  superior  to  (he  vulgar, 
he  was  advanced  to  the  rank  o/ 
sergeant,  in  which  he  behaved  so 
wdi,  that  his  oflScers  treated  him 
with  singular  regard. 

The  vessel  in  which  he  sailed 
feULing  a  merchant  ship  nchly 
laden,  and  soon  afterwards  several 
smaller  vessels,  the  prize-money 
amojQnled  to  a  considerable  sum; 
which  gave  Carr  an  idea  that  ytry 
great  advantages  might  be  obtained 
by  privateering.  Hereupon  he  pro*. 
cured  a  discharge;  and,  entering 
#a  board  a  privateer,  was  fsade 
naster.at.arms. 

In  a  few  days  the  privateer  took 
two  French  ships,  one  of  which 
they  carried  to  Bristol,  and  the 
other  into  the  harbour  of  Poole* 
Baving   refitted    their    ship,  they 


•ailed  again  ;  aod^  in  two  days,,  took 
a  French  privateer,  and  gave  chase 
to  three  others,  which  they  fonnd 
to  have  been  JSnglish  vessels  be- 
longing to  Falmouth,  which  had 
been  captured  by  a  French  nriva* 
teer.  These  they  retooki  aad  car* 
ried  them  Into  Falmouth ;  io  their 
passage  to  which  place  thev  made 
prize  of  a  valuable  French  shlpi  the 
amoant  of  which  contributed  to  en* 
rich  the  crew. 

On  their  neit  trip  they  saw  a 
ship  in  full  chase  of  them,  on  which 
they  prepared  for  a  vigorous  de- 
fenicei  and,  indeed,  it  was  neces. 
sary,  for  the  vessels  fought  above 
forty  minutes  yard-arm  and  yanJU 
amu  Many  hands  were  lost  by 
the  French,  who  at  length  at* 
tempted  to  sheer  off,  but  were 
taken,  after  a  chase  of  some  leagues* 

The  commander  of  the  Bnglisti 
privateer, being  desperately  wound* 
ed  in  the  engagement,  died  In  a  few 
days;  on  which  Carr  courted  his 
widow,  and  a  marriage  would  have 
taken  place,  but  that  she  was  ^ed 
with  a  violent  fever,  which  de# 
prived  her  of  life ;  but  not  boforo 
she  had  bequeathed  him  all  she  was 
possessed  of. 

Having  disposed  of  her  efl^ots^ 
he  repaired  to  London^  where  ho 
commenced  smuggler  :  but  his  ill* 
gotten  goods  being  seized  on  by  tho 
officers  of  the  revenue,  he  took  to 
the  still  more  dangerous  practice 
of  forging  seamen's  wills,  and 
gained  money  thus  for  some  time; 
but,  being  apprehended,  he  was 
brought  to  trial  at  the  Old  Baileyi 
convicted,  and  was  sentenced  tq 
die. 

He  was  of  the  Romish  persua* 
sion,  and  died  with  decent  rqsigna* 
tion  to  his  fate. 

Carr  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on 
the  16th  of  November,  1760. 

The  growth  and  fatal  effects  of 
an  intercourse  with  a  bad  womanare 
thus  finely  described  by  Solomom 
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and  will  supersede  Ac  necessity  of 
our  saying  any  thing  farther  on 
this  subject: — 

*  For  at  the  n^indow  of  my 
house  I  looked  throiigh  my  case- 
ment, and  beheld  among  the  simple 
Ones;  I  discerned  among  the  youths 
a  youitg  iiian  roid  of  understand-: 
irtg,  passing  through  the  street 
liear  her  corner ;  and  he  went  the 
way  to  her  house,  in  the  twilight, 
in  the  black  and  dark  night ;  and 
behold  there  met  him  a  woman  with 
the  attire  of  an  harlot,  and  subtil 
of  heart.  (She  is  lotTd  and  stub, 
born ;  her  feet  abide  not  in  her 
house ;  now  she  is  without,  now  in 
the  streets,  and  lieth  in  wait  at 
efcry  corner.)  So  she  caught  him, 
and  kissed  him,  and  with  an  impnf- 
dent  face  said  unto  him,  1  hare 
peace-offerings  with  me  ;  this  day 
have  I  payed  my  tows.    There- 


fore came  I  forth  to  meet  thee,  di- 
Hgently  to  seek  thy  face,  and  t 
hare  found  thee.  I  hare  decked 
my  bed  with  coirerings  of  tapestry, 
with  carved  w'orks,  with  fine  linen 
of  Egypt.  '  I  have  perWrned  my 
bed  with  myrrh,  aloes,  and  cinna- 
mon. Come,  ^et  us  take  our  fill  of 
love  until  the  rooming  ;  let  lis  so- 
lace ourselves  with  love.  With  her 
much  fkir  speech  she  caused  him  to 
yield  ;  with  the  flattery  of  her  Ifps 
she  forced  him.  He  goeth  after 
her  straightway,  its  an  ox  to  the 
slaughter,  or  as  a  fool  to  the  corrcc- 
tlon  of  the  stocks ;  till  a  dart  strike 
through  his  liter  as  a  Mrd  hastcneth 
to  the  snare,  and  knoweth  not  that 
it  is  for  his  life.  Hearken  unto  me 
now,  therefore,  O  ye  children,  and 
attend  to  the  words  of  my  mouth : 
Let  not  thine  heart  incline  to  her 
wmfs  ;  go  not  astray  in  her  paths  f 


WILLIAJM  BAKSa, 


SXECCTTED  FOU  FOROIVO  AN  EAST-IHOIA  WAEKANT* 


This  unfortunate  man  was  borii 
in  Cannon  Street,  where  his  father 
kept  a  baker's  shop,  and  lived  in 
good  reputation.  The  youth  was 
educated  at  Merchant  Tailors' 
School,  and,  at  the  usual  age, 
bound  apprentice  to  a  grocer  in  a 
considerate  way  of  business  ;  and 
he  proved  so  faithful  and  diligent  a 
lerrant,  that,  soon  after  the  time 
of  his  apprenticeship  had  expired, 
his  master  afdmttted  him  an  equal 
partner  in  his  trade. 

Having  carried  on  the  grocery 
trade  for  about  seven  years,  he  de- 
clined that  business,  and  connected 
himself  in  partnership  with  Mr. 
Carter,  a  sogar-baker ;  and  by  this 
new  undertaking  he  flattered  him- 
self In  the  expectation  of  speedily 
acquiring  a  fortune. 

About  the  period  of  hb  com- 
mencing sugar-baker  he  married 
one  of  his  cousins,  who  was  the 
daughter  of  a  clergyman  in  North- 


amptonshire;  and  with  her  lie  re* 
ceived  a  handsome  fortune. 

For  several  years  he  fulfilled  aH 
his  engagements  with  the  greatest 
punctuality,  and  was  supposed  to 
be  possessed  of  considerable  pro- 

He  attended  the  sales  of  the  East. 
India  Company *8  goods,  and  fre- 
quently purchased  rcry  large  quan- 
titles  of  teas,  and  hid  extensive  deal- 
Ings  in  other  articles.  He  often, 
howerer,  sustained  considerable  loss 
by  the  sale  of  his  goods ;  and  his  cir- 
cumstances at  length  became  so  em- 
barrassed, that  he  vras  under  appre- 
hension  that  a  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy would  issue  against  him. 

Mr.  Baker  sHIl  fettered  himself 
that,  if  he  could  support  hb  credH 
for  a  short  time,  matters  would 
take  a  more  favorable  torn,  ^nd 
his  circumstances  be  retrieved.  His 
anxiety  to  avoid  a  batikruptcy  in- 
duced  him  to  forge  an  East-India 
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warrant  for  goods  to  the  amount 
of  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two 
pounds,  which  warrant  he  passed 
into  the  hand^i  of  Mr.  Holland, 
who  sent  it  to  the  India  House, 
where  the  forgery  was  detected, 
and  Baker  was  in  consequence  ap- 
prehended. 

Being  put  on  his  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  scTcral  gentlemen  of  repii. 
tation  appeared  in  his  behalf,  and 
spoke  to  his  character  in  (he  most 
faTorable  terms:  but  both  the 
forscry  and  the  uttering  the  coun- 
terfeit  warrant  ha?ing  been  prored 


against  him  by  indisputable  testi. 
mony  and  strongly  corroborating 
circumstances,  he  of  course  was 
condemned  to  suffer  death. 

Mr,  Baker's  behaviour,  while 
under  sentence  of  death,  was  per. 
fectly  consistent  with  his  unfortu- 
nate situation.  Being  conveyed  to 
Tyburn,  Dec.  31, 1750,  in  a  mourn- 
ing coach,  he  appeared  to  be  in  a 
composes!  state  of  mind,  and  entirely 
resigned  to  his  fate  ;  and,  after  em- 
ploying  some  time  in  fervent  prayer, 
and  singing  psalms,  he  suffered  the 
dreadful  sentence  of  the  law. 


Partoni  implanng  his  Father' t  forgkeneu. 


WILLIAM  PARSONS,  ESQ. 

KXECUTBO  FOR  RETURNING  FKOM  TKANSPORTATIOM. 


The  unhappy  subject  of  this  nar- 
rative  was  the  eldest  son  of  Sir  Wil. 
Ham  Parsons,  Bart,  of  the  county  of 
Nottingham,  and  was  born  in  Lon. 
don  in  the  year  1717.  He  was , 
placed  nnder  the  care  of  a  pious  and 
learned  divine  at  Pepper-harrow,  in 

▼  OL.  II. 


Surrey,  where  he  received  the  first 
rudiments  of  education.  In  a  little 
more  than  three  years  he  was  re- 
moved to  Eton  College,  where  U 
was  Intended  that  lie  should  qualify 
Jiimself  for  one  of  the  universities. 
While  he  was  a  scholar  at  Eton 
40 
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he  wa^  detected  in  stealiog  a  Tolum/B 
of  Pope's  Homer  in  the  shop  of 
a  bookseller  named  Pote.  Being 
charged  with  the  fact,  he  confessed 
that  he  had  stolen  many  other  books 
at  different  times.  The  case  being 
represented  to  the  master.  Parsons 
underwent  a  imry  severe  discipline. 

Though  he  remained  at  Eton 
Bine  years,  his  progress  in  learning 
was  Tery  inconsiderable.  The  youth 
was,  indeed,  of  so  unpromising  a 
disposition,  that  Sir  William  deter, 
mined  to  send  him  to  sea,  as  the 
most  probable  means  to  prevent 
his  destruction ;  and  soon  procured 
him  to  be  appointed  midshipman  on 
board  a  man  of  war  then  lying  at 
Spithead,  under  sailing  orders  for 
Jamaica,  there  to  be  stationed  for 
three  years. 

Some  accident  detaining  the  ship 
beyond  the  time  when  it  was  ei. 
pected  she  would  sail,  Parsons  ap- 
plied for  leave  of  absence,  and  went 
on  shore ;  but,  having  no  intention 
to  return,  he  immediately  directed 
his  course  towards  a  small  town 
about  ten  miles  from  Portsmouth, 
called  Bishop's  Waltham,  where  he 
soon  ingratiated  himself  into  the 
favour  of  the  principal  inhabitants. 

His  figure,  being  pleasing,  and  his 
manner  of  address  easy  and  polite, 
he  found  but  little  difficulty  In  re- 
commending  himself  to  the  ladies. 

He  became  greatly  enamoured  of 
a  beautiful  and  accomplished  young 
lady,  the  daughter  of  a  physician  of 
considerable  practice,  and  4)re?ailed 
upon  her  to  promise  she  would 
yield  him  her  hand  in  marriage. 

News  of  the  intended  aJJiaoee 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  his 
father.  Sir  William,  and  his  uncle, 
the  latter  hastened  to  Waltham,  to. 
prevent  an  union  which  he  ai)pre- 
hended  would  inevitably  produce 
the  ruin  of  the  contracting  partfes. 

With  much  difficulty  the  uncle 
prevailed  upon  Parsons  to  return  to 


the  ship,  which  in  a  few  days  «fitr« 
wards  proceeded  on  her  voyage- 

The  ship  had  not  been  long' 
arrived  at  the  place  of  destinatioir 
when  Parsons  resolved  to  desertf 
and  return  to  England,  and  soon 
found  an  opportunity  of  shippiag 
himself  on  board  the  Sheerness  aum 
of  war,  then  preparing  to  sail  on 
her  return  home. 

Immediately  after  his  arrival  in 
England  he  set  out  for  Waltham, 
in  order  to  visit  the  object  of  his 
desires ;  but  his  uncle,  being  ap« 
prized  of  his  motions,  repaired  to 
the  same  place,  and  represented  bis 
character  in  so  unfavorable,  but  at 
the  same  time  in  so  just  a  light,  as 
prevented  the  renewal  of  his  ad- 
dresses  to  the  physician's  daughter. 

He  went  home  with  his  uncle, 
who  observed  his  conduct  with  a 
most  scrupulous  attention,  and  con- 
fined him  as  much  as  possible  within 
doors.  This  generous  relation  at 
length  exerted  his  interest  to  get 
the  youth  appointed  midshipman 
on  board  his  majesty's  ship  the 
Romney,  which  was  ordered  on  the 
Newfoundland  station. 

Upon  his  return  from  Newfound- 
land, Parsons  learnt,  with  infinite 
mortification,  that  the  Duchess  of 
Northumberland,  to  whom  he  was 
related,  had  revoked  a  will  made  in 
his  favour,  and  bequeathed  to  his 
sister  a  Yery  considerable  legacy, 
which  he  had  expected  to  enjoy. 
He  was  repulsed  by  his  friends  and 
acquaintance,  who  would  not  ip  the 
least  countenance  his  visits  at  their 
houses  ;  and  his  circumstances  now 
becan>e  exceedingly  distressed. 

Thus  situatjed,  he  applied  to  a* 
gentleman  named  Bailey,  with 
whom  he  had  formerly  lived  on* 
terms  of  intimacy,  and  whose  hu- 
manity induced  him  to  invite  Par- 
sons to  reside  in  his  house,  and  to< 
'furnish  him  with  the  means  of  sup- 
porting the  character  of  a  gentle-. 
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man.  Mr.  Bailoy  was  also  ioila*. 
fafjgable  in  his  eodeaTours  taefiect  a 
reconciliation  between  young  Pajr* 
tons  and  his  father,  in  which  he  at 
length  sncceeded* 

Sir  William  hating  prevailed 
upon  his  son  to  go  abroad  again  i 
and  procured  him  an  appointment 
under  (he  governor  of  James  Fort, 
on  the  river  Gambia,  he  embarked 
on  board  a  vessel  in  the  service  of 
the  Royal  Africao  Company. 

Parsons  had  resided  at  James 
Fort  about  six  months,  when  a  dis- 
agreement took  place  between  him 
and  Governor  Auflear;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  former  signU 
fied  a  resolution  of  returning  to 
England.  Hereupon  the  governor 
Informed  him  that  he  was  conuuis. 
Bioned  to  engage  him  as  an  indented 
senrant  for  five  years*  Parsons 
warmly  expostulated  with  the  go. 
Ternor,  declaring  that  his  behaviour 
was  neither  that  of  a  man  of  pro. 
bity  or  a  gentleman,  and  requested 
permission  to  return.  But^  so  far 
from  comply  iogy  the  governor  issued 
orders  to  the  sentinels  to  be  parti, 
cularly  careful  lest  he  should  effisct 
an  escape. 

Notwithkanding  ^lery  preeau. 
lion,  Parsons  found  means  to  get 
on  board  a  homewanUbound  vesMJ* 
and,  being  followed  by  Mr.  Auflenr^ 
be  was  commanded  to  return;  but, 
oockiog  a  pistol,  and  presenting  it 
to  the  governor,  he  declared  he 
would  fire  upon  any  man  who 
should  presume  to  molest  him* 
Hereupon  the  gorernor  departed, 
and  in  a  short  time  the  ship  sailed 
for  England. 

Soon  after  his  arrival>»his  na. 
^ve  country  he  received  an  inrita. 
tion  to  visit  an  uncle  who  lived  at 
Epsom,  which  he  gladly  accepted, 
and  experienced  almost  cordial  and 
friendly  reception. 

U^  resided  with  his  uncle  about 
thre^  months,  and  was  truated  with 


all  imaginable  kindness  and  respect 
At  length  one  of  the  female  ser« 
vants  in  the  family  swore  herself  to 
be  pregnant  by  him,  which  so  in. 
censed  the  old  gentleman,  that  he 
dismissed  Parsons  from  his  house. 

Reduced  to  the  most  deplorable 
state  of  poverty^b  directed  his 
course  towards  the  metropolis; 
and,  three  halfpence  being  his  whole 
stock  of  money,  he  subsisted  four 
days  upon  the  bread  purchased 
with  that  small  sum,  quenching  his 
thirst  at  the  pumps  he  casually  met 
with  in  the  streets.  He  lay  four 
nights  in  a  hay-loft  in  Chancery 
I^ne,  belonging  to  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls,  by  permission  of  the 
coachman,  who  pitied  his  truly  de. 
plorable  case. 

At  length  he  determined  to  apply 
for  redress  to  an  ancient  ^entlo* 
woman  with  whom  he  had  been 
aoquaiuted  in  his  more  youthful 
days,  when  she  was  in  the  capacity 
of  companion  to  the  Duchess  of 
Northumberland*  Weak  and  ema* 
ciated  through  want  of  food,  his 
appearance  was  rendered  still  more 
miserable  by  the  uncleanliness  and 
disorder  of  his  apparel ;  and,  when 
he  appeared  before  the  old  lady, 
she  tenderly  compassionated  his 
unfortunate  situation,  and  recom* 
mended  him  to  a  decent  family  in 
Cambridge  Street,  with  whom  he 
resided  some  time  in  a  very  com. 
fortable  manner,  the  old  gentle, 
woman  defraying  the  charge  of  his 
lodging  and  board  ;  and  a  humane 
gentleman,  to  whom  she  had  com. 
muoicated  his  case,  supplying  him 
with  money  for  common  expenses. 

Sir  William  came  to  town  at  the 
beginning  of  the  winter,  and  rer 
ceived  an  unexpected  visit  from  his 
son,  who  dropped  upon  his  knees, 
and  supplicated  forgiveness  «ith  th^ 
utmost  humility  and  respect.  Uis 
jDother.ln.law  was  greatly  enraged 
at  his  appearance,  and  upbraided 
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her  hoBband  with  beiog  foolishly 
indulgent  to  so  graceless  a  youth, 
at  the  same  time  declaring  that  she 
would  not  live  in  the  house  where 
he  was  permitted  to  enter. 

Sir  William  asked  him  what  mode 
of  life  be  meant  to  adopt ;  and  his 
answer  was,  that  he  was  unable  to 
determine,  but  wonld  cheerfully 
pursue  such  measures  as  so  indulg- 
ent  a  parent  should  think  proper 
to  recommend.  The  old  gentle, 
man  then  adfised  him  to  enter  as  a 
private  man  in  the  horse-guards  ; 
which  he  approTed  of,  saying  he 
would  immediately  offer  himself  as 
a  Tolunteer. 

Upon  mentioning  his  intention  tp 
the  adjutant,  he  was  informed  that 
ho  must  pay  seventy  guineas  for 
his  admission  into  the  corps.  This 
news  proved  exceedingly  afflicting^ 
as  he  bad  hut  little  hope  that  his 
fither  would  advance  the  necessary 
sum.  Upon  returning  to  his  fa. 
ther's  lodgings,  he  learnt  that  he 
had  set  out  for  the  country,  and 
left  him  a  present  of  only  five 
shillings. 

Driven  now  nearly  to  a  state  of 
distraction,  he  formed  the  desperate 
resolution  of  potting  an  end  to  his 
life,  and  repaired  to  St.  James's 
Park,  intending  to  throw  himself 
In  Rosamond's  Pond.  While  he 
stood  on  the  brink  of  the  water, 
waiting  for  an  opportunity  of  car. 
rying  his  impious  design  into  effect, 
It  occurred  to  him  that  a  letter  he 
had  received,  mentioning  the  death 
of  an  aunt,  and  that  she  had  be- 
queathed a  legacy  to  his  brother, 
might  be  made  use  of  to  his  own 
advantage ;  and  he  immediately  de. 
clhied  the  thoughts  of  destroying 
himself. 

He  produced  the  letter  to  seTeral 
persons,  assuring  them  that  the 
writer  had  been  misinformed  re- 
specting the  legacy,  which  in  rea- 
lity was  left  to  himself.     Under  the 


pretext  of  being  entitled  to  the 
above  legacy,  he  obtained  money 
and  effects  from  different  people  to 
a  considerable  amount ;  and,  among 
those  who  were  deceived  by  the 
above  stratagem,  'was  a  tailor  in 
Devereux  Court,  in  the  Strand, 
who  gave  him  credit  for  several 
genteel  suits  of  clothes. 

The  money  and  other  articles 
thus  fraudulently  obtained  enabled 
him  to  engage  in  scenes  of  gaiety 
and  dissipation ;  and  he  seemed  to 
entertain  no  idea  that  his  happiness 
would  be  but  of  short  duration. 

Accidentally  meeting  the  brother 
of  the  young  lady  to  whom  he  had 
made  professions  of  love  at  Wal- 
tham,  he  intended  to  renew  liis  ac- 
quaintance with  him,  and  his  ad- 
dresses to  his  sister  :  but  the  young 
gentleman^  informed  Parsons  that 
his  sister  died  suddenly  a  short  time 
after  his  departure  from  Waltham, 

Parsons  endeavored  as  much  as 
possible  to  cultivate  the  friendship 
of  the  above  young  gentleman,  and 
represented  his  case  in  so  plausible 
a  manner  as  to  obtain  money  from 
him  at  different  time?  to  a  consider, 
able  amount. 

Parsons's  creditors  now  became 
exceedingly  importunate;  and  he 
thought  there  was  no  probability 
of  relieying  himself  from  his  diffi- 
culties but  by  connecting  himself  In 
marriage  with  a  woman  of  fortune. 

Being  eminently  qualified  in  those 
accomplishments  which  are  known 
to  have  a  great  influence  over  the 
female  world.  Parsons  soon  ingra. 
tiated  himself  into  the  esteem  of  a 
young  lady  possessed  of  a  handsome 
independence  bequeathed  her  by 
her  lately  deceased  father.  He  in- 
formed his  creditors  that  he  had  a 
prospect  of  an  advantageous  mar- 
riage;  and,  as  they  were  satisfied 
that  the  lady  had  a  good  for- 
tune, they  supplied  him  with  every 
thing  necessary  for  prosecuting  (ho 
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amour,  being  persuaded  (hat,  if  the* 
expected  ynion  (oolc  place,  they 
fihould  hafe  no  difficulty  in  rcco- 
rering  their  respcctifc  demands. 

The  marriage  was  solemnized  on 
<hc  lOlh  of  February,  1740,  in  the 
twenty. third  year  of  our  roalefac 
tor's  age.  On  occasion  .  of  this 
event  the  uncle  who  lived  at  Ep« 
som  visited  him  in  London,  and 
^ave  him  the  strongest  assurances 
that  he  would  exert  every  possible 
endeavour  to  promote  his  interest 
and  happiness,  on  condition  that 
he  would  avoid  such  proceedings  as 
would  render  him  unworthy  of 
friendship  and  protection.  His  re- 
lations in  general  were  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  connexion  he  had 
oiade,  and  hoped  that  his  irregular 
and  volatile  disposition  would  be 
corrected  by  the  prudent  conduct 
of  his  bride,  who  was  justly  esteem, 
cd  a  young  lady  of  great  sweetness 
of  temper,  virtue,  and  discretion. 

A  few  weeks  after  his  marriage 
his  uncle  interceded  in  his  behalf 
with  the  Right  Honourable  Arthur 
Onslow ;  and,  through  the  interest 
of  that  gentleman,  he  was  appointed 
an  ensign  in  the  thirty-fourth  regi- 
ment of  foot. 

He  now  diseht^rged  all  his  debts, 
which  proved  highly  satisfactory  tp 
Ills  relations ;  and  this  conduct  was 
the  means  of  his  obtaining  further 
credit  in  times  of  future  distress. 

He  hired  a  very  handsome  house 
io  Poland  Street,  where  he  resided 
two  years,  in  which  time  he  had 
two  children,  one  of  whom  died 
very  young.  From  Poland  Street 
he  removed  to  Panton  Square  i  and 
the  utmost  harmony  subsisted  be- 
tween him  and  his  wife,  who  were 
much  respected  by  their  relations 
and  acquaintances. 

But  it  must  be  observed,  that, 
though  his  conduct  in  other  re- 
spects had  been  irreproachable  from 
the  time  of  his  marriage,  he  was 


guilty  of  unpardonable  indiscretion 
as  to  the  manner  of  his  living ;  for 
he  kept  three  saddle-horses,  a 
chaise  and  pair,  several  unneces* 
sary  servants,  and  engaged  in  many 
other  superfluous  eicpenses  that  his 
income  could  not  a  fiord. 

iJnfortunately  Parsons  became 
acquainted  with  an  infamous  gam- 
bler, who  seduced  him  to  frequent 
gaming-houses,  and  to  engage  in 
play.  He  thus  lost  considerable 
sums,  which  were  shared  between 
the  pretended  friend  of  Parsons 
and  his  wicked  accomplices. 

Parsons  was  now  promoted  to  m 
lieutenancy  in  a  regiment  that  was 
ordered  into  Flanders,  and  he  was 
accompanied  to  that  country  by 
the  abandoned  miscreant  whom  he 
considered  as  his  most  valuable 
friend.  The  money  he  lost  by 
gaming,  and  the  extravagant  man. 
ner  in  which  he  lived,  in  a  short 
time  involved  him  in  such  diffi. 
cuities,  that  he  was  under  the  no. 
cessily  of  selling  his  commission,  in 
order  to  discharge  his  debts  con. 
tracted  in  Flanders.  The  commis* 
sion  being  8oid>  Parsons  and  his 
treacherous  companion  returned  to 
England. 

His  arrival  was  no  sooner  known 
than  his  creditors  were  extremely 
urgent  for  the  immediate  dbcharge 
of  their  respective  claims;  which 
induced  him  to  take  a  private  lodg- 
ing in  Gough  Square,  where  he 
passed  under  the  denomination  of 
Captain  Brown.  He  pretended  to 
be  an  unmarried  man,  and  saw  his 
wife  only  when  appointments  were 
made  to  meet  at  a  public  house. 
While  he  lodged  in  Gough  Square 
he  seduced  his  landlord's  daughter, 
who  became  pregnant  by  him ;  and 
her  imprudence  in  yielding  to  the 
persuasions  of  Parsons  proved  the 
means  of  involving  her  in  extreme 
distress. 

His  creditors  having  discovered 
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tho  place  of  hit  retreat,  he  deemed 
it  prudent  to  remo? e ;  and  at  this 
juncture  an  opportunity  offered  by 
which  he  hoped  to  retrieve  his  for- 
tune; and  he  therefore  embarked 
as  captain  of  marines  on  board  the 
Dursley  prirateer. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  ship 
at  Deal  Parsons  went  on  shore, 
provided  with  pistols,  being  deter- 
mined not  to  submit  to  an  arrest, 
which  he  supposed  would  be  at. 
tempted.  He  had  no  sooner  landed 
on  the  beach  -  than  he  was  ap. 
proached  by  five  or  six  men,  one 
•f  whom  attempted  to  seise  him ; 
but  Parsons,  stepping  aside,  dis- 
charged one  of  his  pistols,  and 
lodged  a  ball  in  the  man's  thigh. 
He  then  said  he  was  well  provided 
with  weapons,  and  would  fire  upon 
them  if  they  presumed  to  give  him 
further  molestation.  Hereupon  the 
officers  retreated ;  and  Parsons  r&* 
turned  to  the  ship,  which  sailed 
from  Deal  the  following  morning. 

They  had  been  in  the  Channel 
about  a  week,  when  they  made  a 
prise  of  a  French  privateer,  which 
they  carried  into  the  port  of  Cork. 
Parsons,  being  now  afflicted  with  a 
disorder  that  prevailed  among  the 
French  prisoners,  was  sent  on  shore 
for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 
During  his  illness  the  vessel  sailed 
on  another  cruise ;  and  he  was  no 
sooner  in  a  condition  to  permit  him 
to  leave  his  apartment,  than  he  be. 
came  anxious  to  partake  of  the 
fashionable  amusements. 

In  order  to  recruit  his  finances, 
which  were  nearly  exhausted,  he 
drew  bills  of  exchange  on  three 
merchants  in  London,  on  which  he 
raised  sixty  pounds  ;  and,  before 
advice  could  be  transmitted  to  Cork 
that  he  bad  no  effects  in  the  hands 
of  the  persons  on  whom  he  had 
drawn  the  bills,  he  embarked  on 
board  a  vessel  bound  for  England. 

He  landed  at  Plymouth,  where 


he  resided  some  time  under  a  mili- 
tary character,  to  sapport  his  claim 
to  which  he  was  provided  with  a 
counterfeit  commission,  lie  fre* 
qucnted  all  places  of  public  resort, 
and  particularly  where  gaming  was 
permitted.  His  money  being  nearly 
expended,  he  obtained  a  hundred 
pounds  from  a  merchant  of  Ply- 
month,  by  means  of  a  false  draft 
upon  an  alderman  of  London. 
Some  time  after  the  discovery  of 
the  fraud  the  injured  party  saw 
Parsons  a  transport  prisoner  on 
board  a  ship  bound  to  Virgiiiiay 
lying  in  Catwater  Bay,  where  he 
assured  him  of  entire  forgiveness, 
and  made  him  a  present  of  a  guinea. 

From  Plymouth  Parsons  repaired 
to  London,  and,  his  money  being 
nearly  spent,  he  committed  the  foU 
lowing  fraud,  in  conjunction  with  a 
woman  of  the  town  : — Taking  his 
accomplice  to  a  tavern  in  the 
Strand  (where  he  was  known),  he 
represented  her  as  an  heiress  who 
had  consented  to  a  private  marriage, 
and  requested  the  landlord  to  tend 
immediately  for  a  clergyman.  The 
parson  being  arrived,  and  about  to 
begin  the  ceremony.  Parsons  pre- 
tended  to  recollect  that  he  had  for- 
gotten to  provide  a  ring,  and  or- 
dered the  waiter  to  tell  a  shop- 
keeper in  the  neighboriiood  to 
bring  some  pUin  gold  rings.  Upon 
this  the  clergyman  begged  to  re. 
commend  a  very  worthy  man,  who 
kept  a  jeweller's  shop  in  the  neigh- 
borhood ;  and  Parsons  said  it  waB 
a  matter  of  indifference  with  whom 
he  laid  out  his  money,  adding,  that, 
as  he  wished  to  compliment  his 
bride  with  some  small  present,  the 
tradesman  might  also  bring  some 
diamond  rings. 

The  rings  being  brought,  and  one 
of  each  chosen.  Parsons  produced 
a  counterfeit  draft,  siting  the 
jeweller  m'lgjtti  either  give  him 
change  then,  or  call  for  payment 
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«fler  the  cerenony;  on  whteb  tht 
jeweller  retired,  saying  he  would 
•attend  again  in  the  afternoon.  In 
a  little  time  the  woman  formed  a 
pretence  fer  leaving  the  room,  and^ 
vpoB  her  not  returning  soon^  our 
bero  affected  great  inpatience,  and, 
withoot  taking  his  hat,  quitted  the 
apartment,  saying  he  would  inquire 
•f  the  people  of  the  hetfse  whether 
Ms  bride  had  not  been  detained  by 
some  unforeseen  acohlent. 

After  waiting  a  considerable  time, 
the  elergyaian  called  the  landlord ; 
awl, -as  neither  Parsons  nor  the 
woman  could  be  found,it  was  right* 
ly  cendndedi  that  their  whole  inten* 
tKNi  was  to  perpetrate  a  fraed.  In 
the  mean  time  our  bero  and  his  ac- 
compliee  met  at  an  appointed  place, 
and  divided  their  booty. 

Soon  after  the  abo? e  transaction 
Parsons  intimated  to  a  military  of* 
icer  that,  on  account  of  the  many 
embarrassments  he  was  under,  he 
was  defermined  to  join  the  rebel 
army,  as  the  only  eipedient  by 
whieh  he  could  a? old  being  lodged 
HI  prison.  The  gentleman  repre. 
aented  the  danger  of  engaging  in 
sadi  an  adrentore,  and,  lest  his  dis. 
tress  should  precipitate  him  to  any 
vash  proceeding,  generously  sup. 
)>lied  him  with  f»rty  guineas,  to 
answer  present  exigencies. 

He  soon  after  twrrowed  the 
abofc  gentleman's  horse,  pretending 
that  he  bad  oqcasion  to  go  a  few 
miles  into  the  country  on  a  matter  of 
basiness ;  but  he  immediately  rode 
to  SmithfieM,  where  he  sold  the 
horse  at  a  f  ery  Inadequate  price. 

That  he  might  escape  the  resent- 
ment of  the  gentleman  whom  he  had 
treated  in  so  unworthy  a  manner, 
he  lodged  an  informal  ion  against 
him,  as  l>eing  disafl^ted  to  the  go« 
vcrament :  in  consequence-  of  which 
be  was  deprived  of  hi*  commission, 
and  saffsred  an  impritonmrnt  of  six 
mantbi.     He    exhibited    informa- 


tions  of  a  similar  nature  against  tw6 
o^her  gentleman,  who  had  been 
most  liberal  benefactors  to  him,  ?n 
revenge  for  refusing  any  longer  tb 
supply  him  with  the  means  of  in- 
dnlging  his  extravagant  and  profli- 
gate ilisposition. 

In  tbe  year  1745  be  counter, 
felted  a  draft  upon  one  of  the 
colleetors  of  the  excise,  in  the  name 
of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  for 
6ve  hundred  pounds.  He  carried 
the  draft  to  the  collector,  who 
paid  him  fifty  pounds  in  part,  being 
all  (he  cash  that  remained  in  his 
hands. 

He  went  to  a  tailor,  saying  he 
meant  to  employ  him  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  gentleman  of  th^ 
army  whom  he  had  long  supplied 
with  clothes ;  adding,  that  a  cap. 
tain's  commission  was  preparing  for 
him  at  the  War.office.  The  tailor 
furnished  him  with  several  suits  of 
clothes,  but,  not  being  pahl  accord, 
ing  to  agreement,  he  entertained 
some  suspicion  as  to  the  responsibi. 
Kty  of  his  new  customer ;  and  there, 
fore  inquired  at  the  War.ofKce  re« 
specting  Captain  Brown,  and  learnt 
that  a  commission  was  making  out 
for  a  gentleman  of  that  name.  Un. 
able  to  get  any  part  of  the  money 
due  to  him,  and  determined  to  be 
no  longer  trifled  with,  he  instituted 
a  suit  at  common  law,  but  was  non. 
suited,  having  laid  his  action  in  the 
fictitious  name  of  Brown,  and  it  ap. 
pearing  that  Parsons  was  the  de. 
fendant's  real  name. 

Parsons  sent  a  porter  from  the 
Ram  Inn,  in  Smithfield,  with  a 
connterfeit  draft  upon  Sir  Joseph 
Hankcy  and  Company  for  fiwe 
hundred  pounds.  Parsons  fol. 
lowed  the  man,  imagining  that,  if  he 
came  out  of  Sir  Joseph's  house 
alone,  he  would  have  received  the 
money  ;  but  that,  if  he  was  accom^ 
panied  by  any  person,  it  wouM  be  a 
strong  proof  of  the  forgery  being 
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discoferod.  Upon  obserring  Sir 
Joseph)  therefore,  get  jtito  a  hack, 
ney-coach  with  tho  porter,  he  re* 
solf  cd  not  to  return  to  the  inn. 

He  next  went  to  a  widow  named 
Bottomley,  who  lived  near  St. 
George's  church,  and,  saying  he 
had  contracted  to  supply  the  rcgf. 
mentto  which  he  belonged  with 
hats,  gave  her  an  order  to  the 
amount  of  a  hundred  and  sixty 
pounds.  He  had  no  sooner  got 
possession  of  these  hats  than  he* 
sold  them  to  a  Jew  for  one  half  of 
the  sum  he  had  agreed  to  pay  for 
them. 

Being  strongly  apprehensive  that 
he  could  not  long  avoiil  arrest  from 
some  of  his  numerous  and  highly 
exasperated  creditors,  by  means  of 
councerfcit  letters  he  procurt* d  him. 
self  to  be  taken  into  custody  as  a 
person  disaifected  to  tho  king  and 
government;  and  he  wassuppurtcd, 
without  expense,  in  (he  house  of 
one  of  the  king's  messengers,  for 
the  space  of  eighteen  months. 

Being  released  from  the  messen. 
ger's  house,  hercfohed  in  his  mind 
a  variety  of  schemes  for  eluding  the 
importunity  of  his  creditors,  and 
at  length  embarked  for  Uolland, 
where  he  remained  a  few  months ; 
and)  when  bis  money  was  nearly 
expended,  returned  to  England.  A 
few  days  after  his  arrival  in  f^n. 
don  ho  went  to  a  masquerade, 
where  ho  engaged  in  play  to  tho 
hazard  of  every  shilling  he  pos. 
sessed,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
obtain  a  sufficient  sum  fur  his  main- 
tenance for  several  months. 

His  circumstances  being  again 
distressed,  he  wrote  in  pressing 
terms  to  hb  brother-in-law,  who 
was  an  East  India  director,  entreat- 
ing that  he  would  procure  him  a 
commission  in  th/e  company's  ser- 
?ice,  either  by  land  or  sea.  The 
purport  of  tho  apswcr  was,  that  a 
gentleman  in  the  Temple  was  au- 


thorlxed  to  give  tho  supplicaot  m 
guinea,  but  that  it  would  be  froit* 
less  for  him  to  expect  further  fa* 
fours. 

Haying  written  a  counterfeit 
draft,  he  went  to  Ranelagh  on  a 
masquerade  night,  where  he  passed 
the  draft  to  a  gentleman  who  liad 
woo  some  small  siums  of  him.  The 
party  who  received  the  draft  of* 
fered  it  for  payment  in  a  day  or 
two  afterwards,  when  it  was  proved 
to  be  a  counterfeit,  in  consequence 
of  which  Parsons  was  apprehended, 
and  committed  to  Wood  Street 
Compter. 

As  no  prosecutor  appeared,  Par. 
sons  was  necessarily  acquitted  ;  but 
a  detainer  being  lodged,  charging 
him  with  an  offence  similar  to  the 
aboTe,  he  was  removed  to  Maid* 
stone  gaol,  in  order  for  trial  at  the 
i^nt  assiics  at  Rochester. 

Mr.  Carey,  tlie  keeper  of  the 
prison,  treated  Parsons  with  great 
humanity,  allowing  him  to  board  in 
his  family,  and  indulging  him  in  every 
privilege  that  he  could  grant  with- 
out a  manifest  breach  of  the  duties 
of  his  office.  But  such  was  the  in. 
gratitude  of  the  culprit,  that  he  me. 
ditatcd  a  |)lan,  which,  had  it  taken 
effect,  would  have  utterly  ruined 
the  man  to  whom  he  was  indebted 
in  such  great  obligations.  Hb  in- 
tention was  privately  to  take  the 
keys  from  Mr.  Carey's  apartment; 
and  not  only  to  escape  himself,  but 
even  to  give  liberty  to  every  prisoner 
in  the  gaol ;  and  thb  scheme  he 
communicated  to  a  man  accused  of 
being  a  smuggler,  who  reported  the 
matter  to  Mr.  Carey,  desiring  him 
to  listen  at  an  appointed  hour  at 
night,  when  he  would  hear  a  con. 
versation  that  would  prove  his  in. 
telligence  to  be  authentic.  Mr. 
Carey  attended  at  the  appointed 
time ;  and,  being  convinced  of  the 
ingratitude  ^nd  perfidy  of  Parsons, 
he  abridged  htm  of  the  indulgences 
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be  had  befmrt 'eDJ6y«d,  aafl  caused 
hiai  to  be  cloeely  confined* 

fieiag  cottTicted  at  the«sfiiei  at 
RoclMster,  he  was  seotenced  to 
transportation  for  sercn  years ;  and 
in  the  foUewing  September  he  Was 
|Nit  on  board  the  Thannesj  Captain 
Dobbins,  bound  for  Maryland,  in 
company  with  upwards  of  ahundred 
^and  sefenty  other  conticts,  fifty  of 
whom  died  on  the  voyage*  In  No^ 
vember,  1749,  Parsons  was  lauded 
at  Annapolu,  in  Maryland  ;  and, 
having  remained  in  a  state  of  slatery 
aboat  seven  weeks,  a  gentleman 
of  considerable  property^  and  in* 
Hnence,  who  was  not  wholly  anac 
qaainted  with  his  fiunily,  compa«. 
sionatlng  hb  unfortunate  situation, 
obtained  his  freedom,  and  received 
htm  at  his  house  in  a  most  kind  and 
hospitable  manner. 

Parsons  had  not  been  io  the  gen*, 
tieman's  family  many  days  before 
he  rode  off  with  a  horse  which  was 
lent  him  by  his  ben^etor,  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  Virginia;  en  the 
borders  of  which  country  he  stop- 
ped a  gentleman  on  horseback,  and 
robbed  him  of  fife  pistoles,  a  moi. 
dore,  and  ten  dollars* 

A  few  days  after  he  stopped  a 
lady  and  gentleman  in  a  chaise,  at. 
tended  by  a  negro  serraiit,  and 
robbed  them  of  eleven  g^neas  and 
acHue  siirer:  after  which  he  di. 
rected  his  course  to  Potomack 
river,  where,  finding  a  ship  nearly 
ready  to  sail  for  England,  he  cm. 
barked,  and  after  a  passage  of 
twenty.five  days  landed  at  White, 
haven. 

He  now  produced  a  forged  let. 
ter,  in  the  name  of  one  of  his  rela- 
tions, to  a  capital  merchant  of 
Whitehafen,  signifying  that  he  was 
entitled  to  the  family  estate,  in  con* 
sequence  of  his  father's  decease, 
and  prevailed  upon  him  to  discount 
a  false  draft  upon  a  banker  in 
Loudou  for  seventy  fife  pounds. 


Upon  his  arrival  in  the  metro, 
polls  he  hired  a  handsome*  lodging 
at  the  west  ei^  of  the  town ;  'but 
he  almost  constantly  resided  in 
houses  of  ill  fame,  where  the  money 
he  had  sonojnstifiably  obtainied  frvs 
soon  dissipated* 

Having  hired  a  horse,  he  rode  to 
Hounslow  Heathy  where,  between 
tm  and  eleven  o'clock  at  nght^  he 
stopped  a  postehaise  in  whi^  wjsre 
two  gentlemen,  whom  he  robbed  of 
five  guineas,  some  silver,  and  a 
watch. 

A  short  time  afterwOTds  he 
stopped  a  gentieumn  near  Turnham 
Green,  about  twelve  o'clock  at 
night,  and  robbed  him  of '  thirfy 
shillings  and  a  gold  ring.  The  gen. 
tiemau  requested  that  thiering  nSght 
be  returned,  as  he  valued  it,  'being 
his  wife's  wedding-ring.  Panoos 
complied,  with  this  request,  and  vo- 
lontarily  returned  the  gentleman 
five  shillings,  tailing  htm  at  the  saiae 
time  that  nothing  but  the  moat 
pressing  necessity  coald  have  arged 
him  to  the  robbery:  after  wldch 
the  gentleman  shook  hands  witir  the 
robber,  assoring  him  that,  on  ac- 
count of  the  civility  of  his  beha» 
viour,  he  would  not  appear  to  pH^ 
secute  if  he  should  hear  of  his  being 
apprehended. 

He  attempted  to  rob  a  gentle^ 
man  in  a  eoaeh  and  four  near  Ken. 
sington,  but,  hearing  some  company 
on  the  road,  he  proceeded  towards 
Hounslow,  and  on  his  way  thither 
overtook  a  farmer,  and  robbed  him 
of  between  forty  and  fifty  shillings. 
He  then  took  the  road  to  Coin* 
brook,  and  robbed  a  genUeman's 
servant  of  two  guineas  and  a  half, 
and  a  silver  watch.  After  thb  hn 
rode  to  Windsor,  and  returned  io 
London  by  a  different  road. 

His  next  expedition  was  on  the 
Honnslow  road;  and  at  the  en. 
trance  uf  the  iieath  he  stopped  two 
gentlemen,  and  rubbed   them    of 
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«e?ien  guiBCAi/^^me  tilrer,  ani  a 
^rifNtfilft  wrought  tilver  imiff-boK* 

Retmrnini;  to  .  hl%  lodgings  -near 
•Hyde  Park  Corner  one  e? eoisg,  he 
overteok  a  footman  in  PicoadiJly) 
«od,  ioiiitDg  eompanj  with  him,  a 
familiar  conversation  took  place^ 
in  the  course  of  which  •  Parsons 
learnt  that  the  other  was  to  set  oat 
early  o»  the  following  Sunday  with 
a  portnanteau,  containing  easli  and 
Dotes  to  a  considerable  value,  the 
property  of  his  master,  who  was 
4hen  at  Windsor". 

On  the  Sunday  morning  he.  rode 
towards  Windsor,  intending  to  rob 
the  footman.  Soon  after  be  had 
passed  Turnham  Green  he  tffer. 
took  two  gentlemeii,  one  of  whom 
^rw  Mr.  Fuller,  who  had  prose- 
cuted him  at  Rochester,  and  who, 
perfectly  recollecting  his  person, 
wai'ned  hi«i  not  to  approaeb. 
JiowOfer,  he  paid  no  attention  to 
^bat Mr.  FnHeraiid,but«tlH  coo. 
<tiMsed  sometimes  behind  and  some, 
iimei  bcfdre  them,  though  at  a  Ycry 
inconsiderable  distance. 

Upon  coming  into  the  town  of 
HouDslow,  the  gentlemen  alighted, 
and  cemmandfd  Parsons  to  sur^ 
render,  addlfig  that,  if  he  did  not 
instantly  comply,  they  would  alarm 
the  town.  He  now  dismounted, 
«ud  earnestly  entreated  that  the 
gentlemen  would  permit,  him  t# 
«peak  to  them  in*  private,  which 
they  consented  to  ;  and  the  parties 
Mng  Introduced  to  a  room  at  an 
inn,  Parsons  surrendered  his  pistols, 
which  were  loaded  and  primed,  and 
supplicated  for  mercy  In  the  most 
{)athetic  terms. 

In  all  probability  he  would  have 
i>een  permitted  to  escape,  had  not 
Mr.  Day,  then  landlord  of  the  Rose 
«nd  Crown,  at  Hounslow,  come 
into  the  room,  and  advised  that  he 
night  be  detained,  as  he  conceiTod 
hrni  very  nearly  to  answer  the  do. 
-scription  of  a  bighMayinan  by  whom 


Iheroadaiatbatportof  diecouo* 
try  had  bean  long  irtfeated.  Ho  was 
aecurtel  at  the  inn  till  tbonast  day, 
«fid'  thaaexamined  by  a  magislrates 
jwho  committed  him*  to  Newgate* 

Parseoi.wat  now  areaigned  for 
toterning  from  traaspoi^tatioo  be* 
foc^  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
his  sentence ;  nothing  therefore  re* 
mained  totsoBvicthkn  betthe  ideii. 
tifyiag  his  person.  This  dooe,  be 
receired  sentence  of  death.  Bis 
distressed  father  and  wife4ised  all 
their  interest  to  obtain  for  him  e 
pardon,  but  in  vaint  he  was  an  old 
offender,  and  judged  by  no  aseans  a 
£t  objvct  for  asercy* 

W  htle  Parsons  remained  in  New* 
gate,  bis  bdMyioar  was  such  that 
lit  douki  not  be  determined  wiiether 
"he  carte^taioed  a.  proper  Idea  of  his 
dreadful  situation.  There  is,  In- 
deed, Jiiit  too  muck  reaseo  to  fear 
that  the  hopes  of  a  reprieve  (in 
which  kedeoeifed  himself  even  to 
the  last  moments  of  his  life)  induced 
him  to  neglect  the  necessary  prepa. 
ration  for  eternity. 

His  taking  leaf  e  of  his  wife  af- 
forded a  scene  extremely  offset- 
ing :  he  recommended  to  ker  pa- 
rental protection  his  only  child, 
and  regretted  that  his  ipisconduct 
iMd  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  ceoao* 
rious  worid  to  reflect  upon  both  tkt 
mother  and  son* 

At  the  place  of  execution  be 
joined  in  the  devotional  exercises 
with  a  fervency  of  leal  that  proved 
kirn  to  be  convinced  of  the  neces- 
sity of  obtaining  the  pardon  of  his 
Creator. 

William  Parsons,  Esq.  suffiored 
at  Tyburn,  on  the  lltk  of  Febrii* 
ary,  1761. 

In  tracing  the  deprared  and  mo- 
Jancholy  course  of  this  ilUfsted 
man,  the  humane  readercannot  bat 
be  struck  with  the  apparent  hollow - 
heartadacssand  apathy  of  his  fatkce. 
It  is^  no  doitkt,  Uiflkuilt  to  teti  the 
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prnbe  degree  of  profocatioo  Sii^ 
Wttlitn  hail  recdred ;  bot  we  see 
tet  young  Panetis  was  befriended, 
leng  after  his  natural  protector  bad 
abaadoaed  him,  by  an  uacle,  and 
several  ether  more  distant  cod« 
aeiioBs;  and  it  shoald  be  recoL. 
leeted  that,  if  the  child  owes  affec. 
Hon  and  patient  forbearance  to- 
wards  Its  parent,  the  Utter  is  no 
lesshoand  to  exercise  similar  duties 
towards  the  being  whom  he  has 
been  inetromental  in  bringing  inte 
the  world.  Nothing  bat  the  meet 
hopeless  and  resolute  depraritj  (if 
erea  that)  shoald  extinguish  a 
father's  tenderness  ;  and  it  certaNiu 
iy  does  not  appear  to  ns  that  the 


wretched  subject  of  the  preoedirig 
naeratire  had  reached  that  point  at 
the  period  of  his  utter  desertion  bj 
the  baronet.  .  If,  at  their  last  re* 
eorded  intert lew,  instead  of  adfis# 
ing  bis  peaiteat  ton  t)o  enter  the 
horse^ guards  as  a  pri? ate,  (for  which 
purpose,  too,  he  l^t  him  altogether 
unprovided,)  Sir  William  Parsons 
had  extended  to  him  the  feelioga  of 
real  kindness  and*  reconciliation^ 
it  is  possible  that  his  own  name 
mlgh^  hire  been  saved  frooi  igno- 
miny, and  the  youthful  prodigal 
(who  was  then  at  an  age,  perhaps, 
the  most  susceptible  of  moral  im^ 
provemcnt)  restored  to  his  family, 
to  hiaself,  and  to  hb  God. 


THOMAS  REYNOLDS, 

EXECUTED  FQ&  HIGU  TREASON* 


Tan  traitor  was  a  Roman  Ca- 
th<die,  bom  and  educated  in  Ire« 
hud.  He  was  an^  exceHent  scholar, 
being  saaster  of  the  Latia  and 
French  languages.  While  a  yoang 
Bun  he  went  over  to  France,  where 
he  enlisted  as  an  hussar,  wearing 
false  whiskers,  his  beard  not  yet 
being  grown.  On  the  rebel  expe- 
dition being  fitted  out  there  to  in. 
vade  Scotland,  he  ser? ed,  in  the  ca* 
padty  of  valet,  an  officer,  who  was 
kiUed  at  the  battle  of  Culloden. 
After  this  he  wa^  taken  at  CarHsle, 
aad,  from  speaking  French  so  very 
fuently,  was  exchanged  as  a 
Frenchmaii. 

fiekig  a  roan  of  genteel  address, 
he  ingratkted  himself  so  faf  into 
the  goi^  opinion  of  a  rich  widow, 
•ear  Carlisle^  as  to  persuade  her  to 
aarry  hknt 

'  O  Frmlltj,  thy  name  it  Woman  !' 

lie  soon,  however,  left  the 
widow,  taking  away  from  her  all 
he  cooLd  lay  his  hands  upon,  aad 
rctvraed  to  France,  where  he  got 
tt  appoiutmefit  In  the  retinue  of 


the  ambassador  from  that  conntry 
to  the  Court  of  St.  James's. 
.  Having  now  some  mon^,  hede* 
termined  on  taking  a  pablk  house, 
his  master  hating  attended  King 
George  IL  on  a  visit  to  Hanover, 
and  left  him  behind.  He  then  sent 
for  his  wife  to  attend  the  bar,  while 
he  put  in  practice  a  plan  which  he 
had  long  had  in  contemplation,  of 
seducing  our  soldiers,  and  enlisting 
them  for  the  service  of  France; 
and  in  this  treasonable  practice  he 
was  too  long  successful.  His  pub. 
lie  house  was  in  St.  Giles's,  and 
frequented  by  lewd  women  and  men 
of  abandoned  morals*  Regarding 
the  once  splendid  widow,  in  her 
present  employ  of  waiting  upon 
such  vagabonds, 

*  Oh,  what  a  falling  qff  was  there  !' 

Several  soldiers  of  the  gaards  fre^ 
quented  Reynolds'  house,  and,  hav* 
log  already  sent  off  some  toFrancey 
he  began  to  practise  his  deceit  upon 
one  Games,  a  pri? ate  soldier  in  the 
foot-guards.  -  He  persuaded  him  to 
take  money  for  this  serrieo,  and 
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showed  bim  fourteen  or  fifte^ 
suits  of  regimontals  which  had  bc« 
longed  to  soldiers  whom  he  had  ml* 
ready  sent  to  France.  He  desired 
hioi  to  cut  off  his  hair,'  wear  m 
smock  frock,  and  toaroid  the  large 
towns,  or  pass  through  in  the  night, 
on  his  road  to  Dofer.  Asa  guard 
over  hhn^  he  sent  one  of  the  prosti. 
tutes,  many  of  whom  he  had  at  his 
command,  who  was  to  see  him 
shipped,  and  give  him  money. 
Thus  he  meant  to  evade  the  proof 
of  his  having  enlisted  him. 

Arrived  at  Dover/Carnes  went  to 
thecastle,  and  disclosed  the  treason 
to  the  fort^roajor.  The  woman, 
finding  this,  fled  back  to  London. 

The  insinuations  which  Reynolds 
used  to  tempt  the  soldiers  from  their 
loyalty  were,  to  represent  the  se- 
vere punbhments  in  the  Ei^glish 
army,  and  the  leni(yof  that  of  the 
French  ;  and  that  he  bad  power  to 
enlist  for  Lord  Ogltvio's  regiment, 
one  of  the  finest  in  the  French  Jtr* 
my,  where  tfaey  would  be  treated 


Hke  gentlemen.  He  gave  tken 
abundance  of  spirituous  Uqoors,' 
and  sent  prostitutes  to  keep  thwB 
company,  until  he  found  an  oppor. 
tunity  of  shipping  them.i  He  alio, 
contributed,  at  different  times,  tQ 
send  to  France  English  arms  and 
ammunition.  All  thb  was  a«p» 
posed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  an. 
other  invasion  and  rebellion  inScot- 
land. 

The  fort.maj  or  detained  Camet, 
and  sent  information  to  the  War- 
office.  Reynolds,  before  he  oonkl 
be  apprized  of  this,  was  seised,  hb 
house  searclted,  and  diffbrent  regi- 
mental clothing  found  concealed. 
He  was  convicted  of  the  treasoa 
on  the  clearest  evidence,  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  hanged,  which  sen- 
tence was  carried  Into  execution  at 
Tyburn. 

He  protested  his  innocence  to 
the  very  last  moment  of  his  life,  and 
declared  that  ho  went  to  be  hanged 
with  as  much  satisfaction  as  thoag b 
again  going  to  be  married. 


NORMAN  ROSS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDEU. 


About  the  time  when  this  man 
met  his  most  deserved  punishment 
the  public  journals  teemed  with  ac- 
counts <of  the  impudence  and  crimes 
of  the  party«ooloured  tribe  of  ser. 
van ts,  denominated  footmen.  To 
such  a  daring  pitch  had  they 
arrived  at  to  commit  a  riot  at  the 
theatre  in  Drury  Lane,  even  in  the 
presence  of  the  heir-apparent  to 
the  throne.  One  evening  when 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
the  father  and  mother  of  King 
George  IIL  attended  the  perform- 
ance, these  mbcreants  commenced  a 
dreadful  uproar.  It  was  then  the 
custom  to  admit  fellows  in  livery 
Into  the  upper  gallery  gratis  in 
compliment  to  their  employers,  on 
whom  they  were  supposed  to  be  in 


attendance.  Not  content  with 
peaceably  witnessing  the  perform*- 
ance,  they  grew  to  such  a  pitch  of 
impudence  as  to  interrupt  those  who 
paid  for  admission,  and,  assuming 
the  prerogative  of  critics,. hissied  or 
applauded  with  the  most  offensive 
clamour.  In  consequence  of  these 
violent  proceedings  the  manager 
shut  the  door  against  them,  unless 
they  each  paid  their  shilling;. 

One  night,  when  that  part  of 
the  royal  family  already  mentioned 
were  present,  they  mustered  in  a 
gang,  to  the  number  of  three  hun- 
dred, broke  open  the  doors  of  the 
theatre,  fought  their  way  to  the 
very  door  of  the  stage,  and,  in  their 
progress,  they  wounded  twenty- 
five  peaceable  people.    Colonel  J3e 
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fottfid  Ukt  he  it  the  OHitt  noisf  Eiu 
Solent  fellow  of  the  whole  audieooe* 

At  the  Edinborgh  thestre  it  was 
also  aouitom  toadnitnen  «Maring 
the  badge  of  lerfitvde,  into  the  gal* 
leiTi  gratis. 

When  6arrlek*ft  inimitable  farce^ 
oalled  «  High  Life  Below  Stairs/ 
wherein  the  waste  and  impudenoe 
of  domestic  senranCs  of  rich  men  If 
completely  exposed,  was  perfbrm-' 
ed,  a  most  violent  clamouf  bro^e 
oot  In  the  gallerj,  so  as  entirely  (• 
Interrupt  the  performance,  and  put 
the  other  part  of  the  audience  far 
fear  of  the  consequences*  The 
hardy  Scotchmen,  however,  laid 
hold  of  the  rioters,  and  kicked  every 
footman,  who  alone  wcr»concerned, 
out  of  the  house,  where,  withont 
paying,  (hey  never  more  entered. 

Some  short  time  after  this  abridge 
ment  of  their  misused  plcosUreft 
gentlemen  determined  to  abolisb 
the  disgraceful  imposition  on  their 
guests,  in  giving  money  to  their 
already  over.pampered  servants, 
which  they  looked  for  as  an  equal 
matter  of  right  to  their  free  admis- 
sion  to  the  theatres,  and  which  they 
called  vales;  a  word  now  happily 
exploded  by  modern  lexicographers. 
This  second  infringement,  as  they 
catled  it,  on  their  just  prerogative, 
aroused  them  to  more  daring  out- 
rages of  the  law. 

Sir  George  Savllle,  who  took  a 
leading  part  in  this  laudable  domes^ 
tic  reformation,  for  its  long  endur* 
ance  would  ha?e  only  tended  to 
make  them  more  impudent,  had  in. 
cendiary  letters  sent  him,  threaten* 
ing  his  person,  and  to  set  fire  to  his 
noble  mansion,  unless  he  again  per. 
mitted  his  servants  to  take  vales.* 

-  *  Aboat  this  time  the  Right  Honorable  Sir  Francis  Dashwood,  Bart,  also  received  a 
threatening  letter  from  tiie  taiue  quarter,  a  copy  of  which,  in  order  as  well  to  show  the 
tgnoronce  as  the  daring  effrontery  of  footmen,  we  subjoin  : 

'  Sir  Frans  Dashwoud  I  have  taken  this  hoper  tiinete  to  a  Queut  Yotk  That  if  You  do 
go  boa  as  You  do  Yon  satenly  lose  Your  Life  aadttiat  Black  that  Lord  Nertbaropton  and 
soBK  more  that  1  have  not  mentioned  (or  when  tb«t  You  go  to  .d4ne  Yon  go  bout  aiid 
neare  leaves  won  farthcn  nor  woot  let  your  Sarrants  tak  One  farthen  far  if  Yoa  dont 


Veil,  then  an  active  magbtrate  for 
Weatmioster,  also  happened  to  be 
present,  and  in  vain  attempted  to 
rend  n  proclamation  against  soch 
an  outrage ;  but,  though  they  ob« 
strncted  him  In  his  duty,  he  caused 
the  ringleaders  to  be  secured,  and 
the  next  day  committed  three  of 
them  to  Newgate. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  they  were 
convicted  of  the  riot,  and  sentenced 
to  Imprisonment. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  choler  of 
these  upstarts  was  raised  to  such  a 
pitch,  that  they  sent  the  following 
threat  to  the  manager : — 

'  To  Mr.  Fleetwood,  in  Lincoln's^ 
Inn^Fieldij  Master  of  the  Then, 
trej  Drury  Lane. 

*  Sir, — We  are  willing  to  ad- 
monish you,  before  we  attempt  our 
design:  and  provided  you  use  us 
civil,  and  admit  us  into  our  gal. 
lery,  which  is  our  property,  ac- 
eordiog  to  formalities ;  and  if  yon 
think  proper  to  come  to  a  compo- 
ntion  this  way,  youMl  hear  no  fur- 
ther;  and,  if  not,  our  intention  is 
to  combine  in  a  body,  incognito^ 
and  reduce  the  playhouse  to  the 
ground ;  valuing  no  detection-— we 
are  Indenmtfied !' 

The  manager  carried  this  letter 
to  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  u  ho  or« 
dered  a  detachment  of  fifty  soldiers 
to  ^o  duty  there  each  night,  and 
thus  deterred  the  saucy  knaves  from 
carrying  their  threats  into  execu- 
tion. From  this  time  the  gallery 
has  been  purged  of  such  vermin. 
Even  in  the  present  day,  let  any 
one  observe  a  footman  there,  who 
has  since  been  obliged  to  pay  for 
being  admitted,  and  it  will  soon  be 
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la  fact,  the  nuiojr  knaves  tagged  to 
the  ihronged  retinaes  of  our  men  of 
overgrown  fortvnet,  even  to  this 
4ayv^'7  €ontributioB6  on  their 
masters'  tradesmen,  and  on  Buck 
unfortunate  people  as  they  conceive 
aiiproach  the  halUdoor  to  »ue  for 
favoar ;  aye,  reader,  'tis  very  true ; 
and,  Bhoald  you  wisji  -to  see  a  lord, 
yon  ttust,  even  as  you  get  admis- 
sion to  a  lion,  |)ay  his  serrtng.nian. 
WSthout  this  introductory  busunesa 
^ing  settled,  oven  in  this  day  of 
attempted  re^rm,  they  will  neiUier 
lake  up  your  letter,  nor  announce 
you,  should  you  not  be  in  the  habit 
of  egress  and  regfess  through  the 
lofty  han,  or  massy  gates  they 
guard,  to  the  gorgeous  presence  of 
their  master.  .Without  a  fee,  they 
vrill,  with  supercilious  and  oou«^ 
temptnous  looks,  view  you  from 
head  to  foot,  demand  your  business, 
then  equivocate,  and  ci^tan  eye  at 
your  pocket,  which,  if  you  do  noit 
open,  you  will  stand  but  a  poor 
chnnce  of  conveying  your  business  • 
to  the  ear  of  their  master. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole,  the  minister 
of  King  George  II.  when  pnahed 
for  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  would  say,  ^  Every  man 
has. his  price:'  and  truly  said  Sir 
Robert ;  for  we  find  the  v<^y  ver» 
min  that  crawl  about  wealth  and 
power  must  be  paid-— they,  too, 
must  have  their  bribe*  Even  their 
masters  might  have  failed  in  abo- 
lishing  these  vales,  which  were  ex- 


acted at  every  meal  they  partook 
of  wkh  a  friend,*  had  not  govern- 
ment, by  a  proclamation,  offered  * 
reward  for  apprehending  the  andM>r 
of  the  letiter  to  Sir  George  SftvillOy 
ao  that  ho  might  be  brought  to  eon* 
viction. 

Ross  was  deacended  from  repih- 
table  parents  at  invernoss,  in  the 
north  of  Scotland,  who  gave  him  a 
good  education,  and  intended  that 
he  should  be  brought  up  in  a  mer- 
chant's counting-hoQse ;  bat,  before 
he  had  completed  his  fi^eenth  year, 
his  failier  and  mother  died,  leaving 
Norman  and  several  other  children 
wholly  unprovided  for. 

Norman  made  application  for 
employment  to  several  merchants ; 
but,  though  he  was  well  qualiiied 
for  business,  his  proposals  were  re- 
jected, because  he  could  not  raiae 
the  sum  usually  given  upon  enter- 
ing Into  a  merchant's  service  as  an 
articled  clerk. 

Thus  situated,  he  engaged  him. 
self  as  footman  to  a  widow  lady  of 
fortune,  wko,  on  account  of  haviog 
been  acquainted  with  his  parent, 
behaved  to  htm  with  singular  kind- 
ness. The  lady,  had  a  son  who  was 
then  a  military  officer  in  FlamAets; 
and,  the  Campaign  there  being  eon- 
eluded,  the  young  gentleman  re- 
turned to  his  native  country, 
visit  his  mother,  and  transact 
business  particularly  relating 
himself. 

Observing  Ross  to  possess  m 


to 


leave  of  Yoa  sarten  shall  have  a  Dose  of  lieden  PilU  and  tba  bare  vcre  hard  to  digest 
for  if  Sarvants  has  but  Nine  Pounds  tha  cannot  Crop  a  Wife  and  Famele  For  Yen  most 
hild  Work  Howses  and  Cep  Them  but  Yon  will  not  live  to  se  them  bik  for  I  wod  have 
Yout  be  all  wase  prepared  for  Deth  for  You  do  se  that  iheare  is  nothing  hot  robin  apoa 
the  hi  Way  and  that  is  o  caisefied  by  no  thing  Else  bat  by  starven  tlie  Poore  Sarrasti 
and  ao  You  mast  concider  a  bout  This  a  fare  for  dam  You  You  shall  suffer  and  tiall  aach 
Blacks  and  more  such  Blacks  as  Youer  self  and  so  I  ham 

'  Yover  and  be  dam'd.' 

His  laaje^tjr's  pardon  was  offered  to  anj  (ejceept  the  person  who  sent  it)  that  would 
discover  those  coucvrned  ;  and  Sir  Francis  Dasbwood  offered  one  hundred  ponnda  for 
4he  like  discoveryrhvt  ilie  writer  escaped. 

*  The  facetious  Dean  Swift»  on  Warring  the  tnbU  of  a  noblefluii,  said* '  Pray»  o^losd, 
aball  I  pay  htre  for  my  dinaer»  or  shall  I  give  the  price  of  it  at  die  duar,  as  I  pass  yov 
htiagry  footseo?' 
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^palificatiom  npi  u^uol  (q  perspiis 
in  bis  situatiaii^  he  prop^se^  taking 
him  abroad,  in  the  capacity  of  vi^et. 
de-chambre ;  and  the  old  U4j  ap^ 
j^uiesced  la  b^  son's  desire*.         ,  , 

Ross  continued  in.  the  ^$ce^!s 
service  for  the  space  of  §bout'£v>9 
jean,  during  wihich  peri^  he  bQ- 
haved  with  the  Mtmostdi^'igeaqqand 
fidelity.  The  regiment  being  brokci 
on  the  conclusion  of  the  pei^ce  of 
Aix^la-Cbapelle,  the  ofi^cer  set  out 
on  the  tour  of  France  and  Italy, 
and  Ross  returned  to  Scotland)  fof 
the  benefit  of  his  natiire  air, 

Soen  after  his  re|Mrn;to  Soot- 
land  he  recovered  hii  health,  and 
set  out  in  order  to  pay  his  resjiects 
to  bis  former  mistress ;  Imt^  Jeariit- 
iog  that  she  had  been  dead  about 
three  weeks,  he  repaired  to  £dinr 
burgh,  where  he  was  hired  a«  ^ 
ibotman  by  an  at(orney^t-law* 
Jiaring  contracted  an  intimacy  with 
a  number  of  livery  servants,  be  wfM 
f^uced  by  their  example  to  the 
practices  of  swearing,  gaming, 
drinking,  and  other  vices ;  and  was 
dismissed  from  his  service  on  ac<- 
coiint  of  his  impudence  and  the  ir. 
regularity  of  his  conduct. 

Ross  now  became  footman  to 
Mrs.  Hume,  a  widow-lady  of  great 
Ibrtnne  and  remarkable  piety. 

latbe  winter  she  resided  at  Jgdin- 
burgh,  and  in  the  sumiiier  at  a  vil. 
lage  called  Ayton,  about  four  miles 
from  the  town  of  fierwick.upon- 
Twccd.  About  four  months  after 
be  bad  been  hired  by  Mrs»  Hume 
the  lady  removed  to  her  house  at 
AytoQ ',  and,  some  time  aft^r,  a  fe- 
male servant  in  the  family,  with 
whom  he  had  maintained  a  criminal 
iotercoorse,  was  brought  to  bed ; 
and  It  therefore  became  necessary 
lor  him  to  supply  her  with  money 
Cor  tbe  support  of  berself  and  the 
infaot. 

He  continued  to  provide  her  with 
tbe  means  of  subsistence,  from  the 
noath  cf  Al>ril  till  August,   by 


borrowing  mojM^  #f  bis*  MD^rw- 
servaals,  and .  qHier  penofts  wiUl 
whom  he  was  acquaintied*  .    . 

The  womaA.at  length  becominf 
fis^^eedi^ly  imporMus^te,  aod.bia 
r^fliQiucQS  being  wholly  ezhaa3tiM)» 
hfi,  waf  driven  nearly  to  a  state  eX 
flis traction,  and  191  tbat  disposition 
of  mind  formed  the  fatal  resolatiem 
qC  robbing  his  mistress. 

Mc4.HumesJi«pt)oii  the- first  {fl#or». 
in  an  apartmenU^ebind  tbe  dlnii^ 
room,  and»  being  lioapprehenniTe^if 
danger,  her  bed^ebAmber  door  was^ 
seldom  locked ;  and  with  this  oir« 
Constance  Rota  waa  well  acquaifil* 
cd,  as  aipo  that  she  usually  p^t  the 
keys  of  bor  biiceau  (and  tM.otber 
flaoes  where  bee  valuable  efieota 
>vere  deposited)  under  her  pillow^ 

He  determined  to  carry  his  ej^e*. 
crable  design  into  execution  oo.^ 
Sunday  night;  and,  waiting  in  his^ 
bed-room  without  undressing  bimt 
self  till  he  judged  the  family  t«  br 
asleepi  be  descender],  and,  ieiivinjg. 
his  shoes  in  the  passage,  pnoceedeii 
to  his  lady's  bed-cbamber*  UpM 
his  endeavoring  to  get  possesj^kur 
of  the  keys  the  lady  was  disturbed,, 
and,  being  dreadfully  alarmed^ 
called  for  asststanee  ;  bat,  the  nss^ 
of  the  family  lying  at  a.  distant  pac^ 
of  the  house^  ber  screams  were  ao^ 
heard.  Horn  immedi^dy  seised  ^ 
clasp-knife  that  lay  oa  the  table^ 
and  cut  his  mistress's  throat  in  a* 
most  dreadful  manner.  Thb  hor^ 
rid  act  was  no  sooner  perpetrated, 
than,  without  waiting  to  put  oa  bk^ 
shoeS|  or  to  secure  either  money  Of 
other  effects,  he  leaped  01^  of  tbf 
window,  and,  after  travelling  seve^ 
rai  miles,  concealed  bimwlf  ia..f 
field  of  corn. 

In  the  morning  the  gardener  dis^ 
covered  a  livery  hat,  which  the  muiv 
derer  had  dropped  in  descending 
from  the  window;  and, sospectuif 
that  something  extraordinary  had 
happened,  he  alarmed  his  follow* 
servants.  , 
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'The  disturbance  in  the  honso 
broagbt  the  two  daughters  of  Mrs. 
Hume  down  stairs ;  bnt  no  words 
can  express  the  Iiorror  and  con. 
sternation  of  the  young  ladies  upon 
beholding  their  indulgent  parent 
weltering  in  her  blood,  and  the 
fatal  instrument  of  death  lying  on 
the  floor. 

Ross  being  absent,  and  his  shoes 
and  hat  being  found,  it  wascon- 
ekided  that  he  must  have  committed 
Ihe  barbarous  deed ;  and  the  but- 
ler therefore  mounted  a  horse,  and 
alarmed  the  country,  lest  the  mur- 
derous Tillain  should  escape.  The 
butler  was  soon  joined  by  jgreat 
numbers  of  horsemen ;  and  on  the 
ixniclnsion  of  the  day,  when  both 
men  and  horses  were  nearly  ex- 
hausted through  excessire  fatigue, 
the  murderer  was  discovered  in  a 
tieldof  standing  corn.  His  hands 
being  tied  behind  him,  he  was  taken 
to  an  adjacent  public  house,  and  on 
the  following  morning  was  con- 
ducted before  a  magistrate  of  fidin. 
bufgh,  who  committed  him  to  pri- 
son. 

On  the  trial  of  this  offender,  he 
had  the  effrontery  to  declare  that 
bis  mistress  usually  admitted  him  to 
her  bed,  and  that  it  was  his  constant 
.practice  to  leave  his  shoes  at  the 
dining-room  door.  He  said  that 
upon  entering  the  chamber  he  per- 
ceived the  lady  murdered,  and 
leaped  through  the  window  in  or- 
der  to  discover  who  had  perpe- 
trated the  barbarous  deed  ;  adding, 
that,  having  lost  his  hat,  he  did  not 
choose  to  return  till  evening,  and 
therefore  concealed  himself  among 
(he  com.  He  was  severely  repri- 
manded by  the  Court  for  aggravat- 
ing his  guilt  by  aspersing  the  cha- 
racter of  a  woman  of  remarkable 
virtue  and  piety,  whom  he  had 
cmelly  deprived  of  life. 

The    law  of  Scotland  bore  an 

'  .  •  The  chhnney-swcepcrs  of  Kdinburgh 
ever  required. 


affinity  to  that  of  the  Romans,  ft 
Invested  the  judges  with  power  to 
punish  criminals  in  such  manner 
as  they  might  deem  proportioned 
to  their  offences.  This  privilege 
was  exercised  in  the  case  of  Ross, 
whose  crime  having  been  attended 
with  many  aggravating  crrcnm- 
stances,  he  was  sentenced  to  have 
his  right  hand  chopped  off,  then  to 
l>e  hanged  till  dead,  the  body  to  be 
hung  in  chains,  and  the  right  hand 
to  be  affixed  at  the  top  of  the  gib. 
bet,  with  the  Icnife  made  use  of  in 
the  commission  of  the  murder. 

Upon  receiving  sentence  of  death 
he  began  seriously  to  reflect  on  his 
miserable  situation,  and  the  next 
day  reqnested  the  attendance  of 
Mr.  James  Craig,  one  of  the  mi. 
nisters  of  Edinburgh,  to  whom  he 
confessed  his  guilr,  declaring  that 
there  was  no  foundation  for  his  re- 
flections against  the  chastity  of  the 
deceased. 

Six  weeks  ehipsed  between  the 
time  of  his  trial  and  that  of  his  exc 
cution,  during  which  he  was  visited 
once  every  day  by  Mr.  Craig.  lie 
showetl  every  sign  of  the  moSt  sin- 
cere penitence,  and  refused  to  ac- 
company two  prisoners  who  broke 
out  of  gaol,  saying  he  had  no  de- 
sire to  recover  his  liberty,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  would  checrf  oily  sub- 
mit to  the  utmost  severity  of  pu- 
nishment, that  he  might  make 
atonement  for  his  wickedness. 

The  day  appointed  for  putting 
the  sentence  of  the  law  into  force 
being  arrived,  Ross  walked  to  the 
place  of  execution,  holding  Mr. 
Craig  by  the  arm.  Having  address- 
ed a  pathetic  speech  to  the  populace, 
and  prayed  some  time  with  great 
fervency  of  devotion,  the  rope  was 
put,  round  his  neck,  and,  the  other 
end  of  it  being  thrown  over  the 
gallows,  it  was  taken  hold  of  by 
four  chimney-sweepers.*  The  cri- 
werc  obliged  lo  assist  the  executioner  when- 
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ni nal  now  laid  hh  rigfat  band  opon 
a  block,  and  it  was  strock  off  by 
the  execntioDer  at  two  blowt ;  im. 
nediatdj  after  which,  tke  chimney, 
sweepers,  by  pulling  the  rope, 
rmised  him  from  the  groond :  when 
he  felt  the  rope  drawing  tight,  by 
a  oonf  nlsire  moUon  he  struck  the 
bloody  wrut  against  his  check, 
which  gave  him  an  appearance  too 
ghastly  to  admit  of  description. 
The  body  was  placed  in  chains,  and 
bong  upon  a  gibbet,  the  hand  being 
placed  OYcr  the  head  with  tKc  knife 
stock  throogh  it 


This  oiieiider  was  executed  at 
Edinburgh  on  the  ftth  of  January, 
1751. 

fiut  little  M  necessary  to  be  said 
on  the  case  of  this  man,  so  obf  ious 
are  the  reflections  that  will  occur 
to  erery  reader.  When  he  had 
committed  the  murder,  such  was 
the  horror  of  his  mind  thst  he  had 
not  power  to  effect  the  robbery, 
which  was  his  original  design,  or 
cren  to  go  to  ihe  door  of  the  out. 
ward  room  for  his  shoes,  though 
they  were  essentially  necessary  to 
his  flight. 


CoUey  and  the  Mob  dwckingOtbirrne  and  kit  Wife  far  reputed  WUckcrefk, 


THOMAS  COLLEY, 

EXfiCUTED  FOK  MURDER. 


This  is  not  the  only  case  which 
we  shall  be  able  to  present  arising 
pot  of  the  dregs  of  the  superstition 
of  witchcraft  In  the  days  of  the 
immortal  Shakspeare  this  imbecility 
of  the  people  was  at  its  height  His 

VOL.  II. 


writings,  to  suit  the  temper  of  the 
times,  abound  with  Ideid  erents. 
The  scene  in  <  Macbeth,*  of  the 
Weird  Sisters,  is  still  represented  in 
that  inimitable  tragedy. 
The  Ghost  of  Hamlet's  father  is 
41 
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BMule  a  principal  •peaklsg  diarader 
io  the  mi^nificent  play  of  <  Hamlet;' 
and,  ind^,  is  absolutely  necestary 
totheadmirableplot  which  the  work 
contains* 

The  <  Tempest'  of  the  great  bard 
has  its  spirits,  and  the  ^  Comus'  of 
Milton  its  enchantment  But  it  is 
hoped  those  times  are  past,  and, 
Reason  asserting  her  right  in  the 
mind  of  man,  things  supernatural 
hare  long  been  nearly  disbeHered. 

But  not  alone  in  Britain,  and  the 
then  separate  kingdom  of  Scotland^ 
did  this  superstition  prevail ;  all  the 
drilized  parts  of  Europe  were  tinc- 
tured with  the  same  absurdity. 

By  the  fanatics  who  first  inha. 
Uted  New  England,  in  America,  it 
was  planted  in  all  its  terrors ;  and, 
before  we  proceed,  we  shall  show 
that  our  brethren  across  the  vast 
Atlantic  put  each  other  to  death, 
under  the  forms  of  a  court  of  law 
founded  on  the  constitution  of  Eng. 
land,  .on  charges  of  witchcraft. 

The  following  copy  of  an  indict- 
ment, furnished  us  by  a  friend  who 
took  it  from  the  American  Court 
record,  must  prote  a  matter  of  cu. 
riosity  to  the  reader  at  the  present 
enlightened  era  :-^ 

'  Essex,  ss.  (a  town  in  the  colony 
of  Massachusets  Bay,  in  New  Eng- 
land.) 

^The  jurors  of  our  sovereign 
lord  and  lady,  the  king  and  queen 
(King  William  and  Queen  Mary), 
present,  that  George  Burroughs, 
late  of  Falmouth,  in  the  province  of 
Massachn^ets  Bay,  derk  (a  Pres* 
byterian  minister  of  the  Grospel), 
the  ninth  day  of  May,  and  divers 
other  days  and  times,  as  well  before 
as  after,  certain  detestable  arts, 
called  witchcraft  and  sorceries, 
wickedly  and  feloniously  hath  used, 
practised,  and  exercised,  at  aad  in 
the  town  of  Salem,  in  the  county 
aforesaid,  upon  and  against  one 
>{ai7  Walkoty  single  woman,  by 


which  saUl  wkked  arts  the  said 
Mary,  on  the  day  aforesaid,  and 
divers  other  days  an^  times,  as  well 
before  as  after,  was,  and  is,  tor- 
tured, aflSicted,  pined,  consnsMd, 
wasted,  and  tormented,  against  the 
peace,  &c«' 

A  witness,  by  name  Ann  Ptttnain, 
deposed  as  follows :  <  On  the  8th  of 
May,  1692,  1  saw  the  apparitioa 
of  George  Bnrronglis,  who  griar. 
ously  tormented  me,  and  urged  mo 
to  write  in  his  book,  which  I  re- 
fused.    He  then  told  me  that  bis 
two  first  wives  would  appear  to  me 
presently,  and  tell  me  a  great  many 
lies,  but  1  must  not  believe  them. 
Then  immediately  appeared  to  me 
the  forms  of  two  women  in  wind- 
ing-sheets, and  napkins  about  their 
heads ;  at  which  I  was  greatly  af- 
frighted.   They  turned  their  faces 
towards  Mr.  Burroughs,  and  looked 
red  and  angry,  and  told  him  that  he 
had  been  very  cruel  to  them,and  that 
their  blood  called  for  vengeance 
against  him ;  and  they  also  told  him 
that  they  should  be  clothed  with 
while  robes  in    Heaven  when  he 
should  be  cast  down  into  hell ;  and 
he  immediately  vanished  away.  Aad 
as  soon  as  he  was  gone  the  women 
turned  (heir  faces  towards  me,  and 
looked  as  pale  as  a  white  wall ;  and 
told  me  they  were  Mr.  Burroughs's 
two  wives,  and  that  he  had  mnr. 
dered  them.     And  one  told  me  she 
was  his  first  wife,  and  he  stabbed  her 
under  the  left  breast,  and  pnt  a 
piece  of  sealing-wax  in  the  wound  ; 
and  she  pulled  aside  the  winding, 
sheet,  and  showed  me  the  place :  she 
also  told  me  that  she  was  in  the 
house  where  Mr.  Daris,  the  minister 
of  Danvers,  then  lived,  when  it  was 
done.    And  the  other  told  me  that 
Mr.  Burroughs,  and  a  wife  that  he 
hath  now,  killed  her  in  the  vessel  aa 
she  wai  coming  to  see  her  frienda 
from  the  eastward,  because   they 
would  have  one  another   And  thej 
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Mh'dktiTfg&i  me  to  ten  fliese  thingt 
f»  the  megiftftrates  before  Mr.  Bur« 
reeghs*!  face ;  and,  if  he  did  not 
own  them,  they  did  not  know  but 
they  should  appear  thi»  morning. 
This  morning,  alto,  appeared  to  me 
another  woman  in  a  winding^hect^ 
and  told  me  that  she  was  Good^ 
Bttn  Foller's  first  wife,  and  Mr. 
Bnrronghs  killed  her,  because  there 
was  a  difierenoe  between  her  hos. 
band  and  him.  Also,  the  ninth  day 
of  Maj,  during  hu  examination,  he 
did  most  grierouslj  torture  Mary 
Walkot,  Mercy  Lewis,  Elizabeth 
Hubbard,  and  AMgatt  Williams,  by 
pinching,    pricking,  and   choking 


Upon  the  aboTo^  and  some  other 
such  efjdence,  was  this  unfortunate 
man  condemned ;  and>  horrible  to 
lehUe,  executed !  Many  other  un. 
happy  wretches  suflered  at  the  gal. 
kHrs  OB  similar  charges. 

HaiiDg  shown  the  mischief  of  this 
grass  superstition  in  a  world  newly 
dfMoreied,  let  us,  before  we  pro- 
oeed  upon  the  trial  of  Colley,  Uke 
a  slight  retrospect  of  the  state  of 
•oeiety  In  this  respect,  in  the  16th 
century,  on  the  more  enlightened 
contiiient  of  Europe. 

We  find  it  asserted  that,  in  the 
year  160^a  country.woman,named 
MicbeHe  Chaudron,  of  the  little 
territory  of  Genera^  met  the  deril 
iu  her  way  from  the  cHy  I  The 
de?fl  gave  her  a  kiss,  recehed  a 
homage,  and  imprinted  on  her  up* 
per  lip  and  on  her  right  breast  the 
mark  which  he  was  wont  to  bestow 
upon  his  fktorites.  This  seal  of 
Ae  derfl  was  described  to  be  a  little 
sign  upon  the  skin,  which  renders 
it  insensible,  as  we  are  assured  by 
all  the  demonographlcal  dnllans  of 
those  times. 

The  deril  ordered  AficheHe  Chan- 
droB  to  bewitch  two  young  gtrM. 
She  obeyed  her  master  punctually. 
The  parents  of  the  two  giils  ac 


cused  her  of  dealhig  with  the  derfl. 
The  young  women  tbemtelres,  b^ng 
confronted  with  the  criminal,  de- 
clared that  they  fslt  a  continual 
prickling  in  some  parts  of  their 
bodies,  and  that  they  were  possess* 
ed.  Physidant  were  called— at  least 
men  who  passed  for  physicians  In 
those  days.  They  visited  the  girls. 
They  sought  for  the  seal  of  the  deril 
on  thebmly  of  Michelle,  which  seal 
is  calM,  in  the  Terbal  process,  the 
satanical  mark.  Into  one  of  these 
marks  they  plunged  a  long  needle, 
which  was  itself  no  small  torture; 
Blood  issued  fttm  the  wound,  and 
Michelle  testified  by  her  cries  that 
the  part  was  not  insensible.  The 
judges,  not  yet  finding  sufficient  erl. 
dence  that  Michelle  Chaudron  was 
a  witch,  ordered  her  to  be  tortured^ 
which  infallibly  produced  the  proof 
they  wanted.  The  poor  creature^ 
orercome  by  pain,  confessed  at  last 
every  thing  they  desired. 

The  physicians  sought  again  for 
the  satanical  mark,  and  found  it  in 
a  little  black  spot  on  one  of  her 
thighs.  Into  this  diey  plunged  their 
needle.  The  poor  creature,  al- 
ready eidutusted,  and  almost  expir- 
ing with  the  pain  of  the  torture,  was 
insensible  to  the  needle,  and  did 
not  ery  out.  She  was  instantly 
condemned  to  be  burnt :  but,  the 
world  beginning  at  this  time  to  be  a 
little  more  drilized,  her  murderers 
ordered  her  to  be  preriously 
strangled. 

In  the  year  1748,  in  the  Ushoprib 
of  Wurtsburg,  an  old  woman  wtti 
conricted  of  witchcraft,  and  burnt. 
This  was  an  extraordinary  pheno- 
menon in  the  eighteenth  centurjr', 
particularly  among  a  people  who 
boasted  of  baring  trampled  super- 
stition under  their  feet,'  and  flat, 
tered  themselres  that  they  had 
brought  their  reason  to  perfection. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1751,  a 
named  Nichols  went  ia  Wtt. 
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liam  Dell,  the  crier  of  Hemel- 
Hempstead,  in  Hertfordshire,  and 
deli?ercd  to  him  a  piece  of  paper, 
with  four- pence  to  crj  the  words 
written  thereon ;  a  copy  of  which 
U  as  follows  :— 

^  This  is  to  give  notice  that  on 
Monday  nest  a  man  and  a  woman 
are  to  be  publicly  ducked  at  Tring, 
in  this  county,  for  their  wicked 
crimes.' 

This  notice  was  given  at  Winslow 
and  Leigbton.Duzzard,  as  well  as 
at  HemeUUempstead,  on  the  re- 
ipective  market-days,  and  was 
heard  by  Mr.  Barton,  overseer  of 
the  parish  of  Tring,  who  being  in- 
formed that  the  persons  intended  to 
|l>e  ducked  were  John  Osborne,  and 
Ruth  his  wife,  and  having  no  doubt 
of  the  good  character  of  both  the 
parties,  he  sent  them  to  the  work- 
house, as  a  protection  from  the  rage 
of  the  mob. 

On  the  day  appointed  for  the 
practice  of  the  infernal  ceremony 
an  immense  number  of  people,  sup- 
posed to  be  not  fewer  than  five 
thousand,  assembled  near  the  work- 
house at  Tring,  vowing  revenge 
against  Osborne  and  his  wife,  as  a 
wizard  and  a  witch,  and  demanding 
that  they  should  be  dclivervd  up  to 
their  fury :  they  likewise  pulled 
down  a  wall  belonging  to  the  work- 
house, and  broke  the  windows  and 
window-frames. 

On  the  preceding  evening  the 
master  of  the  workhouse,  suspect, 
ing  some  violence  from  what  he 
heard  of  the  disposition  of  the  peo- 
ple, had  sent  Osborne  and  his  wife 
io  the  vestry«room  belonging  to  the 
church,  as  a  place  the  most  likely 
io  secure  them  from  insult. 

The  mob  would  not  give  cr<  dit 
to  the  master  of  the  workhouse  that 
the  parties  were  removed,  but, 
rushing  into  the  house,  searched  it 
through,  examining  the  closets, 
boxes,  trunks,  and  even  the  salt- 


box,  in  search  of  them.  There 
being  a  hole  in  the  ceiling  wbicls 
appeared  to  have  been  left  by  the 
plasterers,  Colley,  who  was  one  of 
the  roost  active  of  the  gang,  cried 
out  ^  Let  us  search  the  ceiling !' 
This  being  done  by  Charles  Young 
with  similar  want  of  success,  they 
swore  they  would  pull  down  the 
house,  and  set  fire  to  the  whole 
town  of  Tring,  eicept  Osborne  anil 
his  wife  were  produced. 

The  master  of  the  workhouse^ 
apprehensive  that  they  would  carry 
their  threats  into  execution,  in* 
formed  them  at  length  where  the 
poor  people  were  concealed;  on 
which  the  whole  mob,  with  Colley 
at  their  bead,  went  to  the  church, 
and  brought  them  off  in  triumph. 

Thb  being  done,  the  mercilesa 
brutes  conducted  them  to  a  pond 
called  Marlston-Mere,  where  the 
man  and  woman,  having  been  • 
stripped,  were  separately  tied  up 
in  a  cloth ;  a  rope  was  then  bound 
round  the  body  of  the  woman,  un* 
der  her  arm-pits,  and  two  men 
dragged  her  into  the  pond,  and 
through  it  several  times;  CoUej 
going  into  the  pond,  and,  with  a 
stick,  turning  her  from  side  to  side. 

Haring  ducked  her  repeatedly  in 
this  manner,  they  placed  her  by  the 
side  of  the  pond,  and  dragged  the 
old  man  in,  and  ducked  him :  then 
he  was  put  by,  and  the  woman 
ducked  again  as  before,Colley  mak* 
ing  the  same  use  of  his  stick.  With 
this  cruelty  the  husband  was  treated 
twice  over,  and  the  wife  three  times ; 
during  the  last  of  which  the  cloth 
in  which  she  was  wrapped  came  off, 
and  she  appeared  quite  naked* 

Not  satisfied  with  this  barbarity, 
Colley  pushed  his  stick  against  her 
breast.  The  poor  woman  attempted 
to  lay  bold  of  it ;  but,  her  strength 
being  now  exhausted,  she  expired  on 
the  spot.  Then  Colley  went  round 
the  pond,  collecting  money  of  the 
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populace  for  the  sport  he  bad  thown 
them  in  ducking  the  old  witch ^  as 
he  called  her. 

The  mob  now  departed  to  their 
several  habitations ;  and  the  body, 
being  taken  out  of  the  pond,  was 
examined  by  Mr.  Foster,  a  sur- 
geon; and  the  coroner's  inquest 
being  summoned  on  the  occasion, 
Mr.  Foster  deposed  that,  ^  on  ex- 
amining the  body  of  the  deceased, 
he  found  no  wound,  cither  internal 
orextemal,excepta  little  place  that 
bad  the  skin -off  on  one  of  her 
breasts ;  and  it  was  his  opinion  that 
she  was  suffocated  with  water  and 
mud. 

Hereupon  Colley  was  taken  into 
custody  J  and,  when  his  trial  came 
00,  Mr.  Foster  deposed  to  the 
same  effect  as  above  mentioned ;  and 
there  being  a  variety  of  other  strong 
proofs  oi  the  prisoner's  guilt,  he 
was  convicted,  and  received  sen- 
tence  of  death ;  previously  to  which> 
however,  he  made  the  following  de* 
fence :  ^  I  happened  to  be  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  be  at  Marlston 
Grreen,  among  other  people,  out  of 
curiosily  to  see  what  the  mob  would 
do  with  John  Osborne  and  his  wife ; 
where,  seeiog  that  they  used  them 
very  barbarously,  1  went  into  the 
pond  as  a  friend,  to  save  her  if  I 
could;  for  I  knew  both  very  well, 
mod  never  had  any  occa^oa  (o  fall 
out  with  them^  but  bore  them  good 
will.  As  for  the  money  1  collected 
by  the  pond-side,  it  was  for  the 
great  paiiis  I  had  taken  in  the  pond 
to  save  both  the  man  and  the  wo- 
man.' 

This  defence  was  artful  enough  ; 
b«t,  as  he  brought  no  witnesses  to 
support  any  part  of  it,  the  jury 
paid  no  regard  t6  it. 

After  conviction  this  man  seemed 
to  behold  his  guilt  In  its  true  light 
of  enormity^  He  became,  as  far  as 
conid  be  judged,  skicerely  penitent 
for  Ms  slns^  and  made  go«d^  use  of 


the  short  time  he  had  to  live  in  a 
solemn  preparation  for  eternity* 
On  the  day  before  his  execution  he 
received  the  sacrament,  and  then 
signed  the  following  solemn  decla- 
ration, which  ho  requested  might  be 
dispersed  through  the  several  towns 
and  villages  in  the  county  :— 
*  Good  people, 

^  I  beseech  you  all  to  take  wam^ 
ing  by  an  unhappy  man's  suffering^ 
that  you  be  not  deluded  into  so 
absurd  and  wicked  a  conceit  as 
to  believe  that  there  are  any  such 
beings  upon  earth  as  witches. 

^  It  was  that  foolish  and  vain 
imagination,  heightened  and  in- 
flamed by  the  strength  of  liquor^ 
which  prompted  me  to  be  instru* 
mental  (with  others  as  mad  as  my- 
self) in  the ,  horrid  and  barbarous 
murder  of  Ruth  Osborne,  the  sup* 
posed  witch,  for  which  I  am  now 
so  deservedly  to  suffer  death. 

*'  I  am  fuUy  convinced  of  my  for- 
mer error,  and,  with  the  sincerity 
of  a  dying  roan,  declare  that  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  such  a  thing  in 
being  as  a  witch ;  and  pray  God 
(hat  none  of  you,  through  a  con^ 
trary  persuasion,  may  hereafter  be 
induced  to  think  that  you  have  a 
right  in  any  shape  *to  persecute,' 
much  less  endanger  the  life  of)  a 
fellow-creature.  1  beg  of  you  all 
to  pray  to  God  to  forgive  me,  an<| 
to  wash  clean  my  polluted  soul  ia 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  my  Sa- 
viour and  Kedecmcr. 

^  So  exhorteth  you  aU, 
•The  dying 

*  Thomas  Collet.' 

The  day  before  his  execution  he 
was  removed  from  the  gaol  of  Hert- 
ford, under  the  escort  of  one  hun- 
dred men  of  the  Oxford  Blues^ 
commanded  by  seven  officers ;  and, 
being  lodged  in  the  gaol  of  St.  Al- 
bans, was  put  into  a  chaise  at  five 
o'dodL  the  next  morning,  with  the 
hangmaq^  and  reached  the  place  of 
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execution  about  elefen,  where  Ms 
wife  and  daughter  came  to  take 
lea? e  of  him  ;  and  the  miniBter  of 
Tring  assisted  him  in  his  last  mo. 
ments,  when  he  died  exhibiting  all 
the  marks  of  unfeigned  penitence. 

He  was  executed  the  34th  of 
August,  1751,  and  his  body  after, 
wanls  hung  In  chains  at  a  place 
caNed  Gubblecut,  near  where  the 
offence  was  committed. 

It  is  astonishing  that  any  persons 
eould  be  so  stuf^d  as  to  belie? e  in 
the  ridiculous  doctrine  of  witch, 
craft.  How  absurd  to  suppose  that 
the  power  of  Hea?en  is  delegated 
to  a  weak  and  frail  mortal ;  and,  of 
all  mortads,  to  a  poor  decrepid  old 
woman!  for  we  never  hear  of  a 
young  witeh,  but  through  the  fascl- 
nation  of  the  eyes.  Just  when  a 
woman  has  been  poor  and  old 
enough  to  obtain  the  pity  and  com. 
passion  of  every  one ;  when  nothing 
has  remained  to  her  but  her  inno- 
oence/her  piety,  and  her  tabby  cat ; 
then  has  she,  by  the  voice  of  super, 
•tition,  been  Signified  with  the  pre- 
sumed possession  of  a  power  which 
the  Ood  of  Heaven  alone  could 
exert! 

It  is  remai^kable,  in  the  story  be. 
fore  us,  that  the  insurgents,  In 
search  of  the  presumed  witch  and 
wizard^  had  recourse  to  the  salt, 
box.  What  a  strange  madness  of 
credulity  must  have  inflamed  their 
minds  !  The  reflection  of  a  moment 


would  have  told  them  that,  if  the 
old  folks  liad  possessed  power  to 
have  contracted  themselves  within 
the  compass  of  a  salt-box,  they 
would  have  been  able  to  have  disap* 
peared  entirely ;  or  even  to  have 
destroyed  their  perscoators  by  a 
mere  effort  of  the  will. 

Pliy  is  it,  for  the  honour  of  com* 
mon  eenso  and  true  rdi^n,  and 
for  the  sake  of  exaaiple  throogbout 
the  kingdom,  that  others,  as  welt 
as  Colley,  had  not  been  punished 
for  this  atrocious  mwrder.  As  it 
is,  however,  his  death  has  been  of 
public  service.  We  have  heard  of 
no  ducking  of  witches  presumptive 
since  that  time. 

Those  who  are  acqaainted  wMi 
history  wHI  observe,  that  what 
would  have  been  deemed  meritoii. 
ous  in  the  reign  of  James  the  First 
became  criminal  in  that  of  George 
the  Second;  thanks  to  thelncreas. 
ing  good  sense,  knowledge,  and 
learning  of  the  age! 

The  first.nientioned  monarch 
wrote  a  book  on  the  subject  of 
witchcraft^  which  he  called  *>  De^. 
monol<^pa;'  and  the  complaisant 
parliament  of  hu  days  passed  a  bill 
to  maike  it  felony  for  any  man  or 
woman  to  be  guilty  of  witchcraft  I 
and  in  consequence  thereof  many 
innocent  persons  were  murdered 
under  the  fom  of  law  :  but  this  act 
has  been  repealed  by  the  wisdom 
of  later  times. 


JOHN  GATHER,  PATRICK  KANE-  AND  DANIEL 
ALEXANDER, 

VIIiLORim  FOR  BXTORTlOir. 

though  innocMt,  dreading  even  tho 
breath  of  sasfMoa  j^nst  his  oha* 
racter,  is  terrified  into  consent  to 
give  them  money ;  and,  when  once 
the  devoted  victim  has  tins  yielded 
to  their  d^ign,  there  u  no  end  to 
the  eaUortloiis  firom  time  to  time 
nadoApoBhim^  his  whole  lortoiie 


TuBRB  are  a  set  of  viHaias  con. 
stantly  ptowling  for  plunder  in  the 
metropolis  and  its  environs,  who 
extort  money  from  men  of  proiperty 
under  threats  of  accusing  them  witfi 
tome  heinous  or  abominable  crime. 

Oftentimes  the  gentleman  thus 
singed  put  by  ttiese  oonspicatoii^ 
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wo«kl  tearoe  «iHsfy  the  nip«eity  t4 
sich  rascals. 

1b  ttie  piesent  caie  the  Hon. 
Edward  Waipole  became  tlie  mark 
of  these  extortioners.  It  appeared 
hi  evideace)  on  the  tffal  of  these 
BKfl,  that  Mr.  Waipole  had  been 
secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Deroii. 
sUre,  wrae  his  grace  was  kMrd-Keu- 
tcnaiit  of  Irdand ;  and,  on  hb  ro- 
toTB  to  London,  being  In  want  of  a 
confidential  lenrant^  he  wrote  to  his 
friend  Lord  Bojie  to  procure  him 
one,  who  some  time  after  sent  to 
Engtand  John  Gather,  the  culprit 
aboTe  oami^,  who  was  the  son  of 
one  of  his  lordship's  Irish  tenants  : 
bat  Mr.  Waipole  lia?ing  in  the 
mean  time  hired  an  Engfish  senrant, 
with  wliom  he  was  well  satisfied,  he 
declined  taking  him  ;  bat  told  him 
to  reaiain  in  his  house  until  a  place 
could  be  found  for  him. 

Thus  was  Gather,  when  he  com. 
mitted  the  basest  act  of  ingratitude, 
maintained  like  a  gentleman,  Mr. 
Waipole  having,  from  time  to  time, 
ereit  supplied  him  with  pocket 
Bonejt. 

One  day  he  was  obser? ed  by  one 
of  Mr.  Walpole's  servants  in  new 
gay  dothes,  which  he  put  en  and 
off  with  much  privacy,  and  slipped 
in  and  out  of  the  houso  in  a  way 
ttiat  showed  he  dkl  not  wish  to  be 
seen  in  his  new  dress.  This  soon 
came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  mas* 
ter,  who,  confident  that  he  could 
not  honestly  come  by  the  meant  of 
procuring  such  artides,  suspected 
be  had  been  plundtnfd,  and  forbade 
Um  his  house. 

'  From  this  moment  the  Migrate 
meditated  revenge ;  and,  when  the 
Mmd  is  prone  to  vice,  wa  soon  find 
an  opportunity  of  putting  it  into 
practice.  Gather,  during  the  time 
be  enjoyed  Mr.  Waipole^s  bauni^, 
having  no  employ,  formed  acquaints 
ante  with  bad  chacacters;  among 
whom  were  a  gaqg  oC  his  owo 


countrymen,  who  supported  their 
excesses  by  extorting  money :  one 
of  these  was  William  Smith,  who 
was  hanged  the  Sd  of  October  then 
last  past 

These  vHlains  Idd  their  snare  for 
Mr.  Waipole,  but  were  therein 
caught  themsdves.  He  resisted 
their  attempts,  aod  caused  them  to 
be  apprehended. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  John  Gather, 
Plstrtck  Kane,  Danid  Alexander, 

and Dixon,  were  brought  up 

to  the  King's  Bench,  charged  with 
a  conspiracy  in  swearing  a  disgrace** 
Ui\  crime  against  the  Hon.  Edward 
Waipole.  The  trbtl  lasted  several 
hoursywhen  they  were  found  guilty^ 
and  recdved  the  following  sentence  t 

John  Gather  to  stand  three  tloMi 
in  and  upon  the  pillory:  the  first 
time  at  Gharing  Gross,  the  second 
in  Fleet  Street,  and  the  third  in 
Gornhill ;  to  be  kept  to  hard  la- 
bour in  Gler ken  well  Bridewell  for 
the  term  of  four  years ;  then  to  give 
security,  himself  in  forty  pounds, 
and  two  sureties  in  twenty  pounds 
each,  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
four  years  more. 

Patrick  Kane  to  stand  ones 
upon  the  pillory,  and  to  be  kept 
to  hard  labour  in  Glerlienwdl 
BfideweU  two  years;  tbte  to^lva 
the  like  security  for  live  yeaii 
more. 

Daniel  Alexander— This  man, 
'  NaSM  it  not  in  OsUh.- 
Frodaim  it  not  in  ilie  streets  of  Aicalou/, 

was  an  altorney^at^Jaw,  and  aoU* 
oitor  to  the  conspiraton ! 

The  attorney,  undoubtedly  th« 
greatest  villain  of  the  gang,  wai 
sentenced  to  stand  once  upon  thf 
jnUory;  to  be  imprisoned  three 
years  in  the  King's  Bench  Prison  f 
to  give  secnrtty  for  good  behavjaur 
Ibff  three  years  aoee,  bimsdf  in  inn 
hundred  pounds,  and  two  s«rqtiei 
in  one  husidiMd  pounds  itach ;  end 
to  be  stiiiflk  aflf  the  ffua  of  afttQf  lOMi 
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Dixon  ran  awajr  from  hb  merited 
fate. 

The  law*  which  confiscateta  man*8 
estate  for  stealing  a  peony,  and 
hangs  him  for  thief  ing  to  the  amonnt 
of  a  shilling,  has  hardly  proTided 
an  adeqnate  punbhment  for  ex- 
tortioners, conspirators,  perjarers, 
swindlers,  gamblers,  and  rogues  of 
those  descriptions. 

To  soflie  men  (and  surely  all 
sndi  men  must  be  lost  to  shame) 
the  pillory  woald  be  no  punbh. 
ment.  To  stand  with  the  head  and 
bands  fastened  to  a  block  of  wood 
for  an  hour,  and  where  no  pain 
arises  from  the  punishment,  would 
hold  up  no  terror  to  e?il*doers, 
were  not  the  honest  populace,  in* 
digoant  at  the  law's  not  hanging 
such  diabolical  rillains  by  the  neck 


on  a  gaUows,  in  some  measure  to 
make  good  the  defect.  Thb  waa 
amply  done  on  the  present  Tillains ; 
they  were  most  set croly  pelted  and 
hooted. 

These  exemplary  pnuishmenta 
were  exhibited  In  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1751. 

Dixonf  abore  mentioned,  for  a 
while  eluded  the  search  made  after 
him ;  but,  being  at  length  taken,  he 
was  brought  to  trial,  and  on  the 
4th  of  May,  175^  sentenced  by 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench  to  be 
Imprisoned  two  years,  to  find  sure* 
ties  for  hb  good  beha?iour,  and  to 
stand  once  upon  the  pillory  at  Cha. 
ring  Cross,  where  the  mob  treated 
him  with  no  less  severity  than  they 
had  already  done  hb  quondam 
friends  in  villainy. 


RICHARD  BUTLER, 

EXECUTED    FOR    FORGERY. 


RiCBABO  BuTitER  was  faom  at 
Turlus,  in  the  county  of  Tippe- 
rary,  Ireland.  Hb  father  was  a 
reputable  farmer,  who  bound  him 
apprentice  to  a  baker  in  Water, 
ford*  He  proved  so  faithful  and 
diligcnl  a  servant  that  he  was  held 
in  universal  esteem ;  and,  upon  the 
expiration  of  hb  apprenticeship,  his 
latlier  gave  him  a  hundred  pounds, 
for  the  purpose  of  establbbing  him 
in  business. 

The  above  sum  enabled  him  to 
open  a  shop  in  Waterford,  where 
he  had  a  favorable  prospect  of  suc- 
cess; but,  Instead  of  attending  to 
hb  business,  he  frequented  horse- 
vuees,  eock.ilghtiog,  and  other 
gaming  meetings,  and  engaged  in^ 
a  variety  of  expenses  greatly  be« 
yond  what  his  income  could  aflfbrd ; 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that 
in  about  six  months  hb  affairs  were 
iq  a  most  embarrassed  situation. 

Being  unable  to  continue  his  bu« 
siuess,  he  returned  to  Turlus,  wiierc 


he  formed  a  great  number  of  in- 
famous  stratagems  for  extorting 
money  from  his  relations  ;  and  they 
threatened  that,  unless  he  quitted 
that  part  of  the  country,  they 
would  cause  him  to  be  appre- 
hended, and  proceed  against  him 
with  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law. 
Butler  applied  to  a  clergyman  at 
Turlus,  representing  hb  case  in  a 
plausiihla  manner,  and  supplicating 
that  he  would  use  hb  Interest  with 
hb  father  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
grant  twenty  pounds  in  addition  to 
hb  former  favours.  The  worthy 
divine  pleaded  in  behalf  of  tho 
young  man,  and  with  the  desired 
success.  Upon  delivering  the  mo- 
ney, the  reverend  gentleman  ex. 
horted  him  to  apply  it  to  a  proper 
use;  which  he  prombed  to  do, 
adding  that  he  would  immediately 
depart  for  Cork,  and  not  return 
to  the  plaee  of  hb  nativity  till,  by 
an  unremitting  perseverance  in  a 
system  of  integrity,  he  bad  made 
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atonemeiit  for  all  the  errors  of  bu 
past  conduct 

Oa  his  arrifal  at  Cork  he  pro* 
cured  employment  as  a  journoj. 
man  ;  and  in  that  capacity  he  was 
so  industrions  and  strictly  econo- 
mical, that  in  a  short  time  he  made 
such  addition  to  his  stock  that  he 
was  able  to  open  a  shop  on  his 
own  account.  He  was  much  en« 
cott raged,  and  his  circumstances 
were  supposed  to  be  more  flourish. 
iDg  than  they  were  in  reality. 

Coming  into  possession  of  a 
handsome  sum  of  money,  by  mar. 
rjing  the  widow  of  a  custom-house 
officer  who  liTed  in  the  neighbor. 
hood,  Butler  took  a  tavern  of  con. 
siderable  business,  where  his  dr. 
cumstances  would  hare  been  much 
ImproTed  but  for  hb  connexions 
wiUi  maritime  people,  to  whom  he 
gave  unlimited  credit,  and  was  un- 
der the  necessity  of  taking  smug, 
gled  goods  in  payment  or  losing  his 
mooey. 

An  inCormtt^n  being  laid  against 
hia  for  baring  smuggled  goods  in 
his  possession,  his  effects  were  seized 
for  the  use  of  the  crown,  and  he 
was  under  the  necessity  of  qutttiag 
Ifdaad. 

Butler  and  his  wife  took  shipping 
for  Plymouth,  and  in  that  town  they 
hired  a  house,  which  they  let  in' 
lodgings  to  sea£iring  people-  lo 
whout  three  years  he  was  obliged 
k>  quit  Plymouth,  and  repaired  to 
the  metropolis  in  a  very  distressed 
condition. 

lie  had  n^  been  lang  in  Londoa 

before  the  grief  coosequent  on  the 

variouf  scenes  of  distren  she  had 

passed  througb  produced  the  death 

^  of  his  wife. 

Batler  beiog  now  in  vuvy  dis* 
tressed  oiffcumstanoes,  he  commas 
aieated  his  case  to  some  of  his  couo* 
trymen;  and  he  yielded  to  their 
persuasions  for  acquiring  a  liveli. 
hood  by  forging  seamen's  wiUs. 


Butler,  Home,  and  a  woalaa 
named  Catharine  Gannon,  went  to 
the  Navy-office  to  inquire  what 
wages  were  due  to  Thomas  Wil. 
liamson,  a  for6mast-man  belonging 
to  the  Namur,  and  learnt  that  the 
sum  was  about  thirty-eight  pounds. 
They  then  made  application  to  a 
proctor,  the  woman  producing  a 
forged  will,  and  declaring  hendf 
to  be  the  widow  of  Williamson. 
They  were  desired  to  call  the  next ' 
day,  when  a  probate  would  be 
granted. 

Butler  and  his  female  accomplice 
attended  according  to  the  appoint* 
ment;  but  the  proctor  having,  in 
the  mean  time,  searched  the  offices, 
found  that  the  will  in  question  was 
opposed  by  four  caveats ;  and,  hav. 
ing  further  reason  to  suspect  an 
intended  fraud,  he  caused  them  to 
be  apprehended.  Being  taken  be- 
fore  the  lord-mayor,  Gannon  ae- 
knowledged  that  she  had  received 
a  few  shillings  from  Butler  and 
Horne,  who  had  promised  to  make 
the  sum  up  five  pounds,  on  condi- 
tion of  her  swearing  herself  to  be 
the  widow  of  Thomas  Williamson. 
Butler  was  committed  to  Newgate; 
and  Gaunoa  and  Home  were  ad- 
mitted evidences  for  the  crown. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey  Butler  was  tried  and 
convicted.  While  under  sentence 
of  death  he  regularly  attended 
prayers  in  the  chapel,  and  employ* 
ed  a  great  part  of  his  time  in  pri. 
T«te  devotiiMM,  agreeably  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Protestant  faith. 
At  the  place  of  execution  he  prayed 
with  great  fhrvency  of  zeal,  ac- 
knowledged the  justice  of  his  sen- 
tence, and,  after  addressing  the 
popnhu:e,  was  tamed  off. 

The  above  malefactor  was  exe^ 
cuted  at  Tybum,  February  10^ 
1761. 

There  is  no  species  of  forgery 
so  liable  to  detection  as  that  of  a 
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wiH;  ^or,  before  itt  TaUiity  can    strict 

be  estiblUbei,  itiiMMrt  pass  through    this  nature 

so  nanjr  <iffices,  and  undergo  sodi    succeed. 


can 


that 
but 


a  fraud   of 
tery   rardy 


THOMAS  QUIN,  JOSEPH  DOWDELL,  AND  THOMAS 
TALBOT, 


SXBCDTXD  FOE  ROBBSRT« 


Ths  iiUhMiy  dkdosed  in  tUs  nar* 
rartnre  \iill  show  the  occeistty  of  the 
sot  of  parlianent  for  inOkting 
poMJotooBt  on  snasters  and  mis- 
tresses glaring  «  false  character  of  a 
serTant 

A  oorrupt  servant  is  tiie  aiost 
dsMgfwus  inmate  of  a  house ;  and, 
AhenCere,  too  niach  caution  can. 
fwt  be  used  ia  admittiog  such  do- 
mestics. 

Quin,  a  snurderer  in  his  ow« 
country,  Irekni,  was  recommended 
4»  London  as  a  youth  of  goed 
aorals,  while  bis  disposition  was 
bMe  to  a  great  degree. 

Dowdeil,  who  ka  bis  apprentice- 
iUp  bad  injured  his  irst  master, 
proeoved  a  recommciidation  to  an- 
other, to  wbom  he  also  proved  a 
villain. 

Talbot,  tho  third  of  this  dangor- 
jDOSgang,  after  iMviag  robbed  on 
the  highway,  and  being  afraid  -of 
apprehension,  on  applying  to  be 
restored  to  honest  serritude,  was 
refused ;  bat  his  master,  in  pity  to 
bit  distresses,  recommended  him  to 
ftnol>leman,  whom  he  look  the  ^nt 
opportonity  of  robbing. 

Quin  was  a  natife  of  Dublin,  tho 
•on  eif  honest,  but  poor,  parents^ 
and  his  father  dying  while  he.  was  a 
child,  his  uncle  put  him  to  sehool, 
and  alterwards  placed  him  appren- 
tice to  a  bndile-maker,  with  whoa 
bo  serred  three  years  faithfully; 
but,  his  friends  supplying  him  with 
clothes  too  genteel  for  his  rank  in 
Xfe,  be  began  lo  asscKsiate  with  gay 


oompany,  and  was  guilty  of  many 
irregularities. 

These  thoughtless  youths  w«re 
frequently  concerned  in  riots,  a»d 
Quin  was  considered  as  the  bead  of 
the  party.  In  one  of  their  hoc* 
tumal  insurrcctioni  Quin  murdered 
a  man,  whose  friends,  watching  Mm 
to,  his  master's  house,  dedired  that 
he  might  be  delirered  up  to  justice; 
but  some  of  the  journeymen,  sally- 
ing Ibrtb  with  oilensrfe  wen|MMis, 
drore  off  the  people  c  a  warrant, 
bowofcr,  being  issued  for  appiw 
heading  the  murderer,  his  master 
adfised  him  to  depart  for  Eaglaad. 

A  subscription  for  bis  nso  being 
raised  by  his  friends,  he  oame  to 
London,  having  reoommendatknis* 
to  some  gentlemen  in  that  city:  bat 
of  these  he  made  no  use ;  for,  fro- 
qaenting  the  purUens  of  8t.  Giles's, 
ho  spent  his  money  among  the 
lowest  of  his  countrymen,  and  tbea 
entered  on  board  a  man  of  war. 

After  a  serrice  of  six  months  be 
quitted  the  ship  M  Leghorn,  and 
sailed  in  another  vessel  to  Jaaiaica, 
«  here  he  receired  his  wages,  which 
he  soon  spent,  lie  now  agreed  to 
work  his  passage  to  England,  and, 
the  ship  arriring  in  the  p<^  of 
London,  he  took  lodgings.  In  St. 
Giles's,  and  soon  after  became  ac- 
quainted with  DowdeH  and  TkUbol^ 
of  whom  we  are  aowto  give  an  ac- 
count. 

Dowdcll  was  the  son^of  a  book- 
binder in  Dubltn,  who,  being  In  low 
dscamstances,  was  aoable  to  oda- 


*  It  seems  sCnn^e,  at  this  day,  that  an  individual  charged  with  murder  should  thus 
peaeeablj  depart  his  native  country,  and  strll  more  so  that  he  sliould  get  good  recom^ 
n^dnioat  ia  EngUnd  j  bulsushisthshbtoricsiaocoaiuerths.fKt. 
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cftle  hit  diUdven  as  he  cofM  ham 
wished.  Hii  sod  Joseph,  who  was 
remarkable  for  the  hadooss  «f  his 
disposltHHi,  he  apprentioed  io  a 
hreeches^maker ;  hut  the  graceless 
joeth  grew  weaiy  of  his  plaoe  be* 
fore  he  had  serf  ed  two  yean  of  hss 


DowUl  bebig  oadenid  hj  his  ' 
Bsaster  ioiake  proper  care  of  some 
gvaea  4ealher,  partkidarlj  to  de» 
fead  it  firoai  the  snofw,  instead 
thereof  heaped  sadh  quaQtlties  of 
snow  aad  ice  on  It,  that  k  was 
greatly  redaced  in  ralae.  This  cfar. 
eaasstanoe  so  exasperated  Ihs  mas« 
ter,  that  he  was  glad  to  get  rid  of 
hin  bj  deliTeriog  up  his  inden- 
tares. 

Thas  aft  large,  and  the  fislher  ill 
sMe  to  support  hha,  lie  was  recom^ 
sseoded  to  the  service  of  a  gentle., 
■aa  in  ike  ooontry,  with  whom  he 
■dglrt  haivo  lived  hapfolj ;  hat  ho 
hdiaved  badly  in  his  place,  and, 
ransiing  away  to  DnhHn,  con. 
■leiiced  pickpocket. 

After  some  practice  in  this  way 
he  became  connected  wMh  a  gang  of 
hoasd>reakers,  in  company  with 
wboas  he  coasroitted  serend  4epre. 
datlona  in  Dublin.  Having  brokea 
•pea  m  gentleman^  house,  he  was 
opposed  by  the  servants,  and  elL 
lected  his  escape  only  by  the  aselw 
made  oTa  hanger ;  soon  after  which 
he  was  takca  by  the  watohmea, 
aad,  being  carried  befoae  a  magis* 
tiate,  was  committed  to  prison  tW 
the  Best  morning.  His  person  was 
adMitisei,  aad  he  was  bmoglitto 
tshri ;  bat^noneof  the  servants  being 
abia  to  awear  to  him,  be  was  ac*. 
qtMtd  for  awat  of  evidence. 

Hb  now  reaewed  bis  dangerous 
practices,  and  coosmitted  a  rarieiy 
ofrobbams.  Thafoilowiagisoae 
ef  4he  asoBteiofokr  of  his  exploits : 
*-Going  4o  4he  hoase  of  a  faeoier 
acar  Dablia,  be  peetepded  4o  1m  a 
L  Jirbo  esaated  a  Mgbig  far 


the  beneSt  of  Ms  health,  aad  Ihirt  he 
w^oldpay  a  liberal  price. 

The  aasnspecting  farmer  paft  kk 
lodger  into  the  best  chamber,  aad 
supplied  his  table  hi  the  mMt  aa^ 
flsanner.  After  a  residence  of  iea 
days  he  asked  the  fwmer's  ioobu 
paay  to  the  town  of  Fia|^s,  wimra 
he  wasiled  to  punchase  aome  neoaap 
saries.  The  farmer  aMeadiag  him^ 
Dowdell  purchased  some  articles  at 
dsfeaent  shops,  till,  saal^  a  qwau 
iky  of  gold  in  a  till,  he  formed  a 
reaelotioa  «f  appvepriattag  it  to  his 
own  use. 

Having  returned  home  with  the 
iarmer,  Dowdell  pretended  to  re* 
ooUect  diat  he  had  ooiitted  to  psv* 
chase  vome  medidaes,  which  he 
must  take  that  nigh^,  and  which 
had  oceasioaed  his  goiag  to  Fliw 
glass.  Hereupon  tlitt  farmer  or* 
dered  a  horse  to  be  saddled  ;  and 
Dowdell  set  forward,  en«  pimnisa 
to  return  before  night. 

On  his  arrival  at  Finglass  he  pat 
up  his  horse,  and,  stealing  unper* 
cdved  sato  the  shop  above  asea. 
tioaed,  ha  stole  the  till  with  iim 
wtoney,  and  immediately  set  out  for 
Dotriin. 

Li  the  Interim  thefanner^i 
his  ledger,  went  to  Fingiast, 
not  fiadiag  him  there,  proceeded  Ao 
Dublin,  where  he  chanced  to  pitf 
up  his  horse  at  the  same  inn  mhtte 
Dowdell  had  takea  ap  his  quarters. 

la  a  shart  time  he  saw  onr  a4U 
TOttturer  with  some  dealers,  to 
whom  he  would  have  soU  the 
hone;  on  which  the  iumer  pn»- 
eured  a  constable,  aeiaed  (the  srfU 
fender,  and  lodged  him  la  prison. 

For  this  presumed  volit^  <n 
seal  one,  doubHen,  in  the  intea^ 
tion)hewasbroaghttotrlal;  bul, 
it  appearing  that  the  ftuaaer  imd 
intrasted  hiai  with  the  home,  he 
eoald  be  Qonvictad  of  nothiag  move 
Ahan  a  fnunl,  lor  which  he  recced 
iMBteiv^e  0i  Iranspaatation. 
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The  Tessel  in  which  be  tailed, 
being  oyertaken  by  a  storm,  was 
dashed  on  (he  rocks  of  Cumberland, 
and  man  J  lites  were  lost;  but  se- 
Tcral,  among  whom  was  Dowdell, 
8 warn  on  shore,  and  went  to  Wbite- 
haren,  where  the  inhabitants  con- 
tribnted  nberallj  to  their  relief. 
BowdelJ,  traTclJing  to  Liverpool, 
entered  on  board  a  prifateer,  which 
soon  took  several  prizes,  which 
^  were  intended  to  have  been  carried 
to  Ireland  ;  but,  stress  of  weather 
drifing  them  southwards,  they  made 
the  port  of  Lisbon,  where  the  prizes 
were  sold,  and  Dowdell  received 
sixty  ponnds  to  his  share,  which  he 
soon  sqaandered  away  in  the  most 
thoughtless  extravagance.  Being 
reduced  to  poverty^  he  robbed  a 
Portuguese  gentleman,  for  which 
be  was  apprehended,  but  after, 
wards  released  on  the  intercession 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  English 
factory;  on  which  he  sailed  for 
Ehgland,  and  arrived  at  London. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  the  me* 
tropolii  before  he  associated  with 
a  gang  of  pickpockets  and  street- 
robbers  (among  whom  was  one 
Carter),  whose  practice  itvras  to 
commit  depredations  at  the  doors 
of  the  theatres.  Dowdell  had  not 
long  entered  into  this  associatien 
before  he  and  Carter  went  under 
the  PiuBzas  in  Covent  Garden, 
where  the  latter  demanded  a  gen. 
tieman's  money,  while  Dowdell 
Watched  at  a  little  distance,  to  give 
notice  in  case  of  a  surprise.  While 
Carter  was  examining  the  gentle* 
man's  pockets,  he  drew  his  strord, 
and  killed  the  robber  on  the  spot ; 
and,  a  mob  gathering  at  the  instant. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  that 
Dowdell  effected  hu  escape. 

He  now  went  to  the  lodgings  of 
a  woman  of  ill  fame,  who  having 
been  heretofore  kept  by  a  man  of 
tank,  he  had  given  her  a  gold 
watch  and   tone  triflfaig  jeweb, 


which  Dowdell  advised  her  to  pawn, 
to  raise  him  ready  money. 

The  girl  hesitating  to  comply, 
he  beat  her  in  a  most  ? iolent  mnn* 
ner ;  on  which  she  swore  the  peace 
against  him.  Hereupon  he  vraa 
lodged  in  Newgate;  but  dbcharged 
^  at  the  next  sessions,  no  prosecution 
*  being  commenced  against  him. 
He  was  no  sooner  at  large  tlun 
he  made  a  connexion  with  a  wonmn 
of  the  town,  whom  an  officer  had 
taken  to  Gibraltar,  and  during  her 
residence  with  him  she  had  saved  a 
hundred  moidores.  Dowdell,  hav- 
ing possessed  himself  of  this  snas, 
soon  spent  it  extraragantly,  and 
then  prevailed  on  her  to  pawn  her 
clothes  for  his  support. 

Talbot  was  likewise  the  son  of 
poor  parents,  who  lived  in  Wap. 
pitog ;  and,  having  received  a  coflft. 
mon  education,  he  engaged  himaelf 
as  the  driver  of  a  postchaise  in  the 
service  of  a  livery.stable  keeper  in 
Piccadilly.  While  he  was  driving 
two  gentlemen  on  the  Bath  road 
a  highwayman  stopped  the  carriage, 
and  robbe«i  them  of  their  watches 
and  money. 

This  circumstance  gave  Talbot  an 
idea  of  acquiring  jMuiey  by  illicit 
means ;  wherefore,  on  his  return  ta 
Xiondon,  he  made  himself  acquaint* 
ed  with  some  highwaymen,  assuring 
them  that  he  was  properly  qualified 
to  give  them  the  inteUtgence  necea* 
sary.  for  the  socoessful  managemeat 
of  their  business. 

His  proposal  met  with  a  ready 
acceptance ;  and  a  company  having 
soon  afterwards  hired  a  coadi-aad* 
six  of  his  master  to  go  to  fialb, 
Talbot  gave  one  of  the  highway* 
mennotioeofthealiair;  and  it  was 
resolved  that  the  robbery  should  be 
committed  on  Hounslow  Heath. 

The  highwayman,  meeting  the 
carriage  on  the  appmnted  spot) 
robbed  the  parties  of  aU  they  had; 
BO  that  the^  were  oUiged^to  retam 
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to  London  for  monej  before  Uiey 
coald  pursue  their  joumcj.  TaU 
bot'f  share  of  tbb  ill^otten  booty 
amounted  to  fifty  pounds,  which 
gare  him  saeh  spirits  that  he  re* 
solTod  to  pursue  the  same  iniqui. 
tons  mode  of  lifing. 

In  consequence  of  this  resolution^ 
Talbot  informed  the  highwayman 
of  some  company  going  to  Bath, 
and  he  attempted  to  rob  them ;  but 
a  gentleman  in  the  carriage  shot 
him  dead  on  the  spot. 

Mortified  at  this  accident  whidi 
had  befallen  his  friend,  Talbot  no 
sooner  arrired  in  London  than  he 
determined  to  resign  his  employ, 
ment,  and  commence  robber  on  his 
own  account;  but,  pre?iously  to 
engaging  in  this  business,  he  spent 
hu  rttidy  money  in  the  worst  com« 
pany. 

After  several  attempts  to  commit 
robberies,  and  having  narrowly 
escaped  the  hands  of  justice,  he 
grew  sick  of  his  employment,  and 
requested  his  former  master  to  take 
him  into  his  service.  This  he  de- 
clined; but,  in  pity  to  his  distress, 
recommended  him  to  a  nobleman, 
in  whose  family  he  was  engaged. 

Talbot  had  been  bnt  a  short  time 
in  bis  new  place  before  he  robbed 
the  house  of  several  articles  of 
value,  which  he  sold  to  the  Jews, 
to  supply  the  extravagance  of  one 
of  the  maid^servants,  with  whom  he 
had  an  amour. 

This  theft  was  not  discovered  at 
the  time  f  but  Talbot  was  soon  dis- 
charged  from  his  place  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  badness  of  his  tem. 
per,  which  rendered  him  insupport- 
.  able  to  his  fellow-servants. 

On  his  dbmissal  he  spent  his 
ready  money  with  the  most  aban- 
doned company,  and  then,  com. 
nenoiog  housebreaker,  committed 
M  variety  of  depredations  in  the 
neighborhood  of  London;  lor  one 
of  which  he  was  apprehended,  and 


brought  to  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
but  acquitted  for  want  of  evidence. 

On  the  very  evening  he  was  ac- 
quitted he  stopped  a  carriage  in 
Drury  I^ane,  and  robbed  a  gentle- 
man of  his  money,  which  he  soon 
spent  among  the  most  dissolnte  of 
both  seies;  and,  within  a  week  af- 
terwards, be  broke  into  a  house  at 
Westminster,  where  he  obtained 
plate  and  ca|h  to  a  large  amount, 
but  was  not  apprehended  for  this 
oience. 

In  a  few  days  he  was  faken  into 
custody  for  picking  a  gentleman's 
pocket,  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  sratenced  to  be  transported 
for  seven  years,  shipped  Uh  Ame* 
rica,  and  sold  to  slavery. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  this 
situation  when  he  embarked  at 
Boston,  in  New  England,  on  board 
a  privateer :  but,  when  at  sea,  he 
entered  into  a  conspiracy  with  some 
of  the  sailors  to  murder  the  officers, 
and  seize  the  vessel.  This  confede* 
racy  being  discovered  in  time,  a 
severe  punishment  was  inflicted  on 
Talbot  and  the  other  villains. 

Talbot,  quitting  the  privateer, 
sailed  to  England  in  a  man  of  war, 
and,  engaging  with  some  street.rob. 
hers  in  London,  was  apprehended, 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  die: 
but  he  found  interest  to  obtain  a 
pardon  on  condition  of  transports, 
tion. 

However,  ho  had  not  been  long 
abroad  before  he  returned,  in  com- 
pany  with  an  abandoned  woman 
who  had  been  transported  at  the 
same  time ;  and  this  woman  intro- 
duced him  to  the  acquaintance  of 
Quin  and  Dowdell,  in  company 
with  whom  he  committed  a  great 
number  of  depredations* 

These  accomplices  robbed  six 
coaches  in  one  evening,  and  ob- 
tained considerable  plunder;  but, 
this  being  soon  spent  in  extrava- 
gance,  they  at  length  embarked  in 
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an  adiBDhRe  wkieh  cost  tten  Ibeir 

Htfiag  made  a  connexion  with 
one  Cnflen,  they  all  joined  in  a 
sttettwcobWrjy  and,  sftoppiag  a 
oaack  near  Long  Acre,  depriTed  a 
gentlenuui  of  bit  watch  and  moncjr* 

Soma  people,  being  informed  of 
tbe  affiur,  immediately  pursued 
Aem  I  and  Cullen,  being  takon  into 
caatodjr,  was  admitted  an  evidence 
against  his  aceomfiiaces,  who  were 
apprehended  on  the  following  dajr* 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailnyy 
ihmy  received  sentence  of  death ;. 
bnl^  after  conviction,  seemed  at 
little  (^sible  of  tl^e  eaomtty  of 
their  crimes  at  almost  anj  offenders 


whose  eaiet  we  bare  bad  oeearfon 
to  record* 

DowdeH  and  Quin  were  Romui 
Catholics ;  and  Talbot  refusing  to 
join  In  dH>otion  with  the  Ordinary 
of  Newgate  at  the  piece  of  exe. 
cution,  we  can  say  nothing  of  tbe 
disposition  of  mind  In  which  tbej 
left  this  world. 

Thesemalefkctors  suffiered  at  Ty- 
burn on  tbe  17th  of  June,  176i. 

'  At  length  these  miserable  robbers  see. 
Unhappy  fruit !  sospended  on  the  tree : 
They  teach,  sad  lesson !  in  their  wretched 


That  shame  and  min  are  the  viUaia't  £al« ; 
And  that,  too  late,  each  guilty  maa  will 

find 
That  Jostice,  sometimes  slow,  is  nerer 

blind.' 


FREDERICK  CAULFIELD, 

EIECUTED.FOa  MURnER. 


AifOirotT  tbe  various  hittoviet  of 
singular  dreamt  and  corretponding 
evMits,  we  have  just  met  with  the 
account  of  one,  which  seems,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  exceedingly  curious ; 
and,  though  we  are  not  much  in* 
cttned  to  credit  snch  tales  of  extra- 
Offdinafy  prescience,  still  we  are  not 
iooredolont  enough  to  doubt  the 
eiittenee  of  a  spiritual  world,  where 
more  things  happen  than  philoso- 
phers  have  dreamt  of. 

Adam  Rogers  (a  creditable  man, 
as  the  account  has  it,  who  kept  a 
pablio  honse  at  Portlaw,  a  small 
village  nine  or  ten  miles  from  Wa«. 
ierford,  in  Ireland)  dreamed  one 
night  thathesaw  two  men  at  a  par- 
ticular  green  spot  on  an  adjacent 
mountain ;  one  of  them  a  sickly*, 
lofdung  man,  the  other  remarkably 
strong  and  large*  He  then  fan^ 
cied  that  he  saw  thelUtle  man  mur* 
der  the  other,  and  awoke  in  great 
agitation.  The  circumstances  of 
tlha  dream  were  to  distinct  and  ford* 
ble^that  he  continued  much  affected 
by  thMk    Ha  reUted  them  to  bit 


wife,  and  also  to  several  neigbboncs, 
next  morning*  After  some  time  he 
went  ontoourting  with  greybouiids» 
aooompanied,  amongst  othem)  by 
Mr.  Browne,  the  Roman  Catholk 
priett  of  the  parish.  He  toon 
tb^iped  at  the  abovoi^neniionod 
particttlar  green  spot  on  the  mono* 
tain,  and,  caUing  to  Mr.  Browne, 
pointed  it  out  to  him^  and  told  him 
what  had  appeared  in  his  dreaasb 
During  the  remainder  of  the  day  ho 
thought  littlo  more  abont  it.  Neat 
morning,  however,  he  was.  extremor- 
ly  startled  at  seeing  two  strangan 
enter  his  house,,  abont  eleven 
o'clock  in  tbe  forenoon.  Hoiaa* 
mediately  ran  into  an  inner  EDom, 
and  desired  hit  wife  to  take  partis 
cular  notice  of  them,  for  they  mi- 
sembled  precisely  tbe  two  men  titmi 
he  had  teen  in  hit  dream. 

When  they  had  contaltod  with 
one  another,  their  apprebensioes 
were  alarmed  for  the  little  wenUy 
man,,  thoogb  oomtrary  to  the  ap- 
pearance in  the  dream.  After  tbe 
stmnsert  bad  tiikeo  tome  reCresb* 
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menty  and  were  about  to  depart,  la 
order  to  prosecute  their  journey^ 
Bofers  eamestlj  eudea? ored  te  dis* 
soade  the  lilUe  man  from  quitting. 
his  house  aad  going  oo  with  his 
fenow.trafeil^«  He  assured  biDi 
that,  if  he  would  remain  with  him 
that  day,  he  would  himself  accom- 
pany him  to  Carrick  next  morning, 
that  being  the  town  to  which  the 
traTellers  were  proceeding.  He 
was  unwiHing  and  ashamed  to  tell 
the  cause  of  his  bein|^  so  solicitous 
to  separate  him  from  his  com- 
papion;  bnt  as  he  obser?ed  that 
Hickey,  which  was  the  name  of  the 
little  man,  seemed  to  be  quiet  and 
gentle  in  bis  deportment,  and  had 
money  about  him,  and  that  the 
other  had  a  ferocious  bad  coon* 
tenance,  the  dream  still  recurred  to 
bin.  He  dreaded  that  something 
fatal  would  happen,  and  wished,  at 
all  events,  to  keep  them  asunder. 
However,  the  humane  precautions 
of  Bogiers  proved  ineffectual;  for 
Caiilfield  (such  was  the  other'a 
nane)  prevailed  upon  Hickey  to 
contsnue  with  him  on  their  way  to 
Carrick,  declaring  that,  as  they  had 
long  travelled  together,  they  should 
not  part,  but  remain  together  until 
he  should  see  Hickey  safely  arrive 
at  the  habitation  of  his  friends. 
The  wife  of  Rogers  was  much  dis. 
satiftiied  when  she  found  they  were 
gone,  and  Uamed  her  husband  ex. 
ceediogly  for  not  being  absolutely 
peremptory  in  detaining  Hickey. 

About  an  hour  after  they  left 
Portlaw,  in  a  lonely  part  of  the 
mountain,  just  near  the  place  ob. 
served  by  Rogers  in  his  dream, 
Canlfield  took  the  opportunity  of 
murdering  his  companion*  It  ap^ 
peered  afterwards,  from  his  own 
account  of  the  horrid  transaction, 
that,  as  they  were  getting  over  a 
ditch,  he  struck  Hickey  on  the 
back  part  of  his  head  with  a  stone ; 
and)  wbeA  he  Ml  4own,  into  the 


trench  In  consequence  of  the  bh>w» 
Caulfield  gave  him  several  stabs 
with  a  kmls^  aad  cut  his  throat  sO' 
deeply  that  the  head  was  obaevved 
to  be  almost  severed  from,thebody« 
He  then  rifled  Hickey'a  pockets  o£ 
all  the  Qioney  in  them^  took  pact 
of  his  clothes,  and  every  thing  else 
of  value  about  him,  and  afterwards 
proceeded  on  his  way  to  Carrick*. 
He  had  not  been  long  gone  when 
the  body^  still  warm,  was  disco- 
vered by  some  labourers  who  were 
returning  to  their  work  from  din. 
ner.  The  report  of  the  murder 
soon  reached  Portlaw.  Rogers 
and  his  wife  went  to  the  place,  aad 
instantly  k^ew  the  body  of  hioii 
whom  they  had  in  vain  endeavored 
to  dissuade  from  going  on  with  his 
treacherous  oompanion.  They  at 
once  spoke  out  their  suspicious 
that  the  murder  was  perpetrated  by 
the  fellow-traveller  of  the  deceased* 
An  immediate  searoh  was  made,  and 
Caulfield  was  apprehended  at  Wa* 
terford  the  second  day  after.  Ha 
was  brought  to  trial  at  the  ensuing 
assizes,  and  convicted  of  the  fact.. 
It  appeared  on  tiie  trial,  among]U 
other  circumstances,  that  when  he 
arrived  at  Carrick  he  hired  a  horse, 
and  a  boy  to  conduct  him,  not  bf, 
the  usual  road,  but  by  that  whic^ 
runs  on  the  north  side  of  the  rivea 
Suir  to  Waterford,  intending  to 
take  his  passage  in  the  first  ship 
from  thence  to  Newfoundland.  The 
boy  look  notice  of  seme  blood  on 
his  shirt,  and  Caulfield  gave  Imu 
half  a  crown  to  promise  not  to 
speak  of  it.  Rogers  proved  not 
only  that  Hickey  was  seen  last  ia 
company  with  Caulfield,  but  that  a 
pair  of  new  shoes  which  Hickey 
wore  had  been  found  on  the  feet  of 
Caulfield  when  he  was  apprehended^ 
and  that  a  pair  of  old  shoes  which 
he  had  on  at  Rogers's  house  were 
upon  Rickey's  feet  when  the  body 
was    found.     He   described    with 
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great  exactness  erery  article  of 
their  clothes.  Caulfield,  on  the 
cro88.ezaminatioo,  shrewdlj  aslced 
him  from  the  dock,  whether  it  was 
not  Tcry  eztraordinarj  that  he,  who 
kept  a  public  house,  should  take 
such  particular  notice  of  tlie  dress 
of  a  stranger  accidentally  calling 
there  ?  Rogers,  in  his  answer,  said 
he  had  a  Tery  particular  reason,  but 
was  ashamed  to  mention  it.  The 
Court  and  prisoner  Insisting  on  his 
declaring  it,  he  gave  a  circumstan* 
tial  narrative  of  his  dream ;  called 
upon  Mr.  Browne,  the  priest,  who 
was  then  in  the  Court,  to  corrobo- 
rate his  testimony ;  and  said  that 
his  wife  had  severely  reproached 
him  for  permitting  Hickey  to  leare 
their  house,  when  he  knew  that,  in 
the  short  foot-way  to  Carrick,  they 
must  necessarily  pass  by  (he  green 
spot  In  the  mountain  which  had  ap. 
I>eared  in  his  dream.  A  number  of 
witnesses  came  forward ;  and  the 
proofs  were  so  strong  that  the  jury, 
without  hesitation,  found  the  panel 
guilty.  It  was  remarked,  as  a  sin- 
gularity,  that  he  happened  to  be 
tried  and  sentenced  by  (lis  namesake. 
Chief  Justice  Caulfield. 
'  After  sentence  the  confict  con- 
fessed the  fact.  It  came  out  that 
Hickey  had  been  in  the  West  Indies 
two-and-twenty  years ;  but,  falling 
into  a  bad  state  of  health,  he  was 
returning  to  his  native  country, 
Ireland,  bringing  with  him  some 
money  that  his  industry  had  ac- 
quired. The  vessel  on  board  which 
he  took  his  passage  was,  by  stress 
of  weather,  driven  into  Minchead. 
He  there  met  with  Frederic  Caul- 
field,  an  Irish  sailor,  who  was  poor, 
and  much  dbtressed  for  clothes  and 
common  necessaries.  Hickey,  com- 
passionating his  poverty,  and  find- 
ing he  was  his  countryman,  re- 
lieved his  wants,  and  an  intimacy 
commenced  between  them.  They 
agreed  to  go  to  Ireland  together ; 


and  it  was  remarked  on  their  pas- 
sage that  Caulfield  spoke  con* 
temptuously  of  the  other,  often  say- 
ing it  was  a  pity  such  a  puny  fel- 
low as  Hickey  should  have  money, 
and  he  himself  be  without  a  sliilling. 
They  landed  at  Watcrford,  at  which 
place  they  stayed  some  days,  Caul- 
field being  all  the  time  supported 
by  Hickey,  who  bought  there  some 
clothes  for  him. 

The  assizes  being  held  in  the 
town  during  that  time,  it  was  after- 
wards recollected  that  they  were 
both  at  the  court-house,  and  at- 
tended the  whole  of  the  trial  of  a 
shoemaker,  who  was  convicted  of 
the  murder  of  his  wife.  This,  how- 
ever, made  no  impression  on  ti^ 
hardened  mind  of  Caulfield  ;  for 
the  vefy  next  day  he  perpetrated  a 
like  crime  on  the  road  betwixt 
Waterford  and  Carrick-on-Suir, 
near  which  town  Hlckey*s  relations 
lived. 

He  walked  to  the  gallows  with 
a  firm  step  and  undaunted  coun- 
tenance. He  spoke  to  the  nuHi- 
tude  who  surrounded  him ;  and,  in 
the  course  of  his  address,  mentioned 
that  he  had  been  bred  at  a  charter- 
school,  from  which  he  was  taken, 
as  an  apprenticed  servant,  by  Wtl. 
Ham  Izod,  Esq.  of  the  county  of 
Kilkenny.  From  this  station  he 
ran  away  on  being  corrected  for 
some  faults,  and  Imd  been  absent 
from  Ireland  about  six  years.  He 
confessed  also  that  he  had  aereral 
times  intended  to  murder  Hickey 
on  the  road  between  Waterfotd 
and  Portlaw;  which  though  in 
general  not  a  road  much  fre- 
quented, yet  people  at  that  time 
continually  coming  in  sight  pre- 
vented him. 

Being  frustrated  in  all  hb  vile 
schemes,  the  sudden  and  total  dit* 
appointment  threw  him,  probably, 
into  an  indifierence  for  life.  Some 
tempers  are  so  stubborn  and  rugged 
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that  nothing  can  aiTect  th^m  but  t^rtihte^  b«caufl6  fhej  can  form  no 

immediate  sensation.     If  to  this  be  conception  of  what  it  is,  and  still 

united  (he  darkest  ignorance,  death  less  of  the  consequences  that  may 

to  such  characters  will  hardly  seem  follow. 


Mary  Blandy  confemng  having  pmsoned  her  Father, 


MARY  BLANDY, 

EXECUTED  FOE  THE  MURDER  OF  HER  FATHER. 

It  has  been  a  melancholy  remark'   fear   that  both  had  been  seduced 

but  Miss  Jef- 


&t  two  young  ladies — Miss  Jef- 
feriesand  Miss  Blandy— well  edu. 
ttted,  and  of  considerable  expecta- 
tions frona  the  parents  whom  they 
nurdered,  should,  as  it  were,  at 
the  same  moment  contemplate  the 
death  of  their  protectors. 

Tet«  though  Miss  Blandy's  crime 
vas  committed  on  blood  nearest  in 
CfHisaaguinicy,  she  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  that  determined  mnr- 
deress  we  6od  in  Miss  Jefferies. 
^  Public  conTersation  was  long  di. 
vided  on  their  fate,  and  in  com. 
pariscMis  of  their  different  degrees 
of  crimes. 

There  is  too  much  reason    to 

TOL.  II. 


by  tillainous  men : 
feries,  as  will  be  seen,  was  a  pre- 
meditated and  determined  mur- 
deress. Orer  the  fate  of  the 
wretched  Miss  Blandy  we  may  in- 
dulge  somewhat  of  commiseration  ; 
for  the  profligate  wretch  who  se- 
duced her  was  a  disgrace  to  the 
noble  blood  from  which  he  derived 
existence;  and  what  readers  his 
crime  more  heinous  was  his  being 
a  married  man. 

It  will  appear  that,  had  not  this 
corrupt  twig  of  the  noble  branch 
of  the  tree  of  genealogy  from  which 
he  grew  spread  his  insidious  snares 
to  entangle  the  heart  and  corrupt  the 

42 
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mind  of  Mist  Blandj,  the  would  not 
bare  been  guilty  of  the  abominable 
and  unnatural  crime  of  parricide. 

In  a  moral  point  of  view,  though 
the  law  may  not  immediately  oyer, 
take  the  yiliainy,  we  would  appeal 
to  the  hearts  of  the  readers  of  our 
own  sex— >nayi  we  would  ask  the 
questioui  In*  cooler  moments  of 
youth — ^  Can  there  be  a  more  de- 
structiTe  vice  than  the  seduction  of 
a  firtuous  female,  under  promise  of 
marriage  ?'  Will  not  your  inflamed 
passions  cool  ?  and  then  what  must 
be  the  stings  of  conscience  when 
yoik  find  the  too-willing  sacrifice  to 
your  lust  a  wretched  creature,  ne* 
glected  by  her  friends,  the  scorn  of 
tiie  firtuous  part  of  her  sex,  and 
the  prey  of  your  own  ? 

Thus  are  we  led  to  acknowledge^ 
with  sorrow,  the  lines  of  the  poet^ 
on  a  seduced  woman  :— 

*  Maiit  tbalawlesi  libertiDe,  may  rove. 
Free  and  unqoestion'd,  thro*  the  paths  of 

lave: 
Bat  womaiiy  mom  and  nature's  easy  fool — 
If  poor  weiik  woman  swerve  from  virtue's 

rale— 
IS,  strongly  charm'd,  she  tempt  the  flow'ry 

way. 
And  in  the  softer  paths  of  pleasure  stray- 
Rain  ensaes,  remorse,  and  endless  shame^ 
And  one  false  step  entirely  damns  her  fame 
In  tiun  with  tears  the  loss  she  may  de-  ~ 

plore. 
In  vain  look  back  to  what  she  was  before 
She  set9,like  stars  that  &11«  to  rise  no  more. 

Mary  Blandy  was  the  only  daugh- 
ter of  a  Mr.  Francis  Blandy,  an 
eminent  attorney  at  Henley.upon* 
Thames,  and  town-derk  of  that 
place.  She  had  been  educated  with 
the  utmost  tenderness;  and  every 
possible  care  was  taken  to  impress 
her  mind  with  sentiments  of  Tirtue 
and  religion.  Her  person  had  no- 
thing  in  it  remarkably  engaging,  but 
•  she  waft  of  a  sprightly  and  ^able 
disposition,  of  polite  manners,  en- 
gaging  in  conversation,  and  was 
much  distinguished  by  her  good 
sense. 


De: 

:! 


She  had  read  the  best  authors  in 
the  English  language,  and  had  a 
memory  remarkably  retentire  of 
the  knowledge  she  had  acquired* 
In  a  word,  she  excelled  most  of  her 
sex  in  those  accomplishments  which 
are  calculated  to  grace  and  dignify 
the  female  mind. 

The  father  being  reputed  to  be 
rich,  a  number  of  young  gentlemen 
courted  his  acquaintance,  with  a 
Tiew  to  make  an  interest  with  his 
daughter :  but,  of  all  the  visitors, 
none  were  more  agreeable,  both  to 
father  and  daughter,  than  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  army ;  and  the  former 
was  never  better  pleased  than  when 
he  had  some  of  them  at  his  table. 

Miss  Blandy  was  about  twenty- 
six  years  of  age  when  ahe  became 
acquainted  with  Captain  William 
Henry  Cranstoun,  who  was  then 
about  forty*six.  He  was  the  son 
of  Lord  Cranstoun,  of  an  ancient 
Scotch  family,  which  had  made 
great  alliances,  by  Mitermarriages, 
with  the  nobility  of  Scotland.  Bdng 
a  younger  brother,  his  uncle,  Lord 
Mark  Ker,  procured  him  a  com. 
mission  in  the  army,  which,  with  the 
interest  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds, 
was  all  he  had  for  his  support. 

Cranstoun  married  a  Miss  Mur« 
ray  in  Scotland,  in  the  year  1745, 
and  received  a  handsome  fortune 
with  her ;  but  he  was  defisctive  in 
the  great  article  of  prudence.  Hit 
wife  was  delivered  of  a  son  within 
a  year  after  the  marriage.  About 
this  period  he  received  orders  to 
join  his  regiment  in  England,  and 
was  afterwards  sent  on  a  recruiting 
'  party  to  Henley,  which  gave  rise 
to  the  unhappy  connexion  which 
ended  so  fktaliy. 

It  nuiy  seem  extraordinary,  and 
is,  perhaps,  a  proof  of  Cranstoun's 
art,  that  he  could  ingratiate  himsdf 
into,  the  afiectbns  of  Miss  Blandy  ; 
for  his  person  was  diminutive,  he 
was  so  marked  with  the  small  pox 
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Ikat  Ut  faM  wat  in  fwrns,  and  ke 
•qaioted  verj  much:  bot  be  pot« 
Mied  tbat  facoUy  of  small-talk 
wbkb  18  unfortanateljr  too  mndb 
citaeaied  by  many  of  tbe  fair  tax. 

Mr.  Blaody,  who  was  acquainted 
widi  Lofd  Mark  Ker,  was  fond  of 
being  deemed  a  man  of  taste,  and 
ao  open  to  flattery,  that  it  b  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  a  man  of 
Cranstonn's  artifice  ingratiated  biro, 
aelf  into  his  fayour,  and  obtained 
pormitsion  to  pay  his  addresses  to 
the  daughter. 

Cranstonn,  apprehending  that 
Misa  Bteady  might  discoTcr  that 
kt  bad  a  wife  in  ^tUuid,  iafofmed 
her  tbat  be  was  involved  in  a  disa- 
gfoenble  kwsnit  in  that  country 
wkb  a  young  lady,  who  dabned 
btm  aa  a  httsbaad ;  and  so  sure  was 
he  of  tbe  interest  he  had  obtained 
hi  Miia  BUndy's  affecUons,  tbat  be 
had  tbe  confidence  to  ask  her  if  she 
loved  bbn  well  enough  to  wait  the 
issue  of  tbe  afiair.  She  toU  bim 
that,  if  her  father  and  mother  ap« 
proved  of  her  staying  for  him,  she 
bad  no  objection. 

Tbb  must  be  allowed  to  have 
been  a  very  extraordinary  dedara- 
tioa  of  love,  and  as  extraordinary  n 
wply. 

CnuMtoun  endeavored  to  con. 
duct  tho  auMittr  with  all  possible 
tacieey;  notwithstanding  which  it 
caaM  to  tbe  knowledge  of  Lord 
MaHL  Ker,  who  wrote  to  Mr. 
Blandy,  informing  him  that  the 
captain  bad  a  wife  and  chiUrea  In 
Scotland^  and  conjuring  him  to 
preserve  bis  daughter  from  ndn. 

Abmned  by  this  intelligence, 
Mr.  Blaady  infbrmed  hit  daughter 
of  it;  but  she  did  not  seem  equally 
alKted,  as  Cranstoun's  former  de- 
claration bad  prepared  her  to  ex. 
pect  SCUM  such  news;  and,  when 
iw  old  gentleman  taxed  Cranstoun 
with  It,  be  dedared  it  wat  only  an 
aWr  of  gaUantry,  of  which  be 


should  have  no  diffeolty  to  free 
himself. 

Mrs.  Blandy  appears  to  have 
been  under  as  great  a  degree  of 
infatuation  as  her  daughter,  for  she 
forbore  all  farther  inquiry,  on  the 
captain's  bare  assurance  that  the 
report  of  bis  marriage  was  false. 
Cranstoun,  however,  could  not  be 
equally  easy.  He  saw  the  neces- 
sity  of  devising  some  scheme  to  get 
his  first  marriage  annulled,  or  of 
bidding  adieu  to  all  tbe  gnUifica- 
tions  1^  could  promise  binradf  by  a 
second. 

After  revolving  various  schemes 
in  bis  mind,  be  at  length  wrote  to 
hii  wife,  requesting  Im  to  disown 
him  for  a  husband.  The  substance 
of  tbu  letter  was,  that,  <  having  no 
other  way  of  rising  to  preferment 
but  m  the  army,  he  bad  but  Uttle 
ground  to  expect  advancement 
there,  while  it  was  known  he  was 
encumbered  with  a  wife  and  family; 
but,  could  be  once  pass  for  a  sfaigle 
man,  be  bad  not  tbe  least  doubt 
of  being  quickly  prelBrredy  which 
would  procure  him  a  suffidency  to 
maintain  her,  as  well  as  himself,  in 
n  genteeler  manner  than  now  he 
was  able  to  do.  All,  therefore, 
(adds  he)  I  have  to  request  of  you 
Is,  tbat  you  will  transcribe  tbe  en. 
dosed  copy  of  a  letter,  wherdn 
you  disown  me  for  a  husband ;  put 
your  maiden  name  to  it,  and  send 
It  by  tbe  post:  all  the  use  I  shall 
make  of  it  shall  be  to  procure  my 
advancement,  which  will  necessarily 
include  your  own  benefit  In  full 
assurance  tbat  yon  will  comply  wHb 
my  request,  I  remain,  your  most 
dfectionate  husband, 

<  W.  H.  Cramstoun.' 

Mrs.  Cranstoun,  ill  as  she  had 
been  treated  by  her  husband,  and 
little  hope  as  she  bad  of  more  ge- 
nerous  usage,  was,  after  repeated 
letters  had  passed,  biduced  to  give 
up  her  dauui  and  at  length  sent 
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him  the  requested  paper,  signed 
Murray )  which  was  her  maiden 
name* 

The  Tillainous  captain,  being 
possessed  of  this  letter,  made  some 
copies  of  it,  which  he  sent  to  his 
wife's  relations,  and  his  own :  the 
consequence  of  which  was  that  they 
withdrew  the  assistance  they  had 
afforded  the  lady,  which  reduced 
her  to  an  extremity  she  had  ne?er 
before  known. 

ExclnsiTe  of  this,  be  instituted  a 
snit  before  the  lords  of  session,  for 
the  dissolution  of  the  marriage; 
but  when  Mrs.  Cranstonn  was 
heard,  and  the  letters  read,  the  art- 
ful contri?ance  was  seen  through, 
the  marriage  was  confirmed,  and 
Cranstoun  was  adjudged  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  trial. 

At  the  next  sessions  Captain 
Cranstoun  preferred  a  petition,  de- 
siring to  be  heard  by  counsel  on 
new  etidence,  which  it  was  ppe. 
tended  had  arisen  respecting  MUs 
Murray.  This  petition,  after  some 
hesitation,  was  heard  ;  bnt  the  issue 
was,  that  the  marriage  was  again 
confirmed,  and  Cranstoun  was 
obliged  to  allow  his  wife  a  separate 
maintenance. 

Still,  howeyer,  he  paid  his  ad- 
dresses to  Miss  Blandy  with  the 
same  ferrency  as  before;  which 
coming  to  the  knowledge  of  Mrs. 
Cranstoun,  she  sent  her  the  decree 
of  the  Court  of  Session,  establish- 
ing the  Talidity  of  the  marriage. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  tiiat 
this  would  hare  convinced  Miss 
Blandy  of  tie  erroneous  path  in 
which  she  was  treading.  On  thb 
occasion  she  consulted  her  mother : 
and,  Chuistoun  haying  set  out  for 
Scotland,  the  old  lady  adfjsed  her 
to  write  to  him,  to  know  the  truth 
of  the  affair. 

Absurd  as  this  adyice  was,  tike 
wrote  to  him ;  but,  soon  after  the 
receipt  of  her  Mter,  he  returned 


to  Henley,  when  he  had  impadeneo 
enough  to  assert  that  the  cause  was 
not  finally  determined,  but  would 
be  referred  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

Mr.  Blandy  gave  ?cry  little  credit 
to  this  assertion ;  but  his  wife  as. 
sented  at  once  to  all  Cranstoun 
said,  and  treated  him  with  as  much 
tenderness  as  if  he  had  been  her 
own  child;  of  which  the  follow, 
ing  circumstance  will  afford  ample 
proof. 

Mrs.  Blandy  and  her  daughter 
being  on  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Pocock, 
of  Turville  Court,  the  old  lady  was 
taken  so  ill  as  to  be  obliged  to  con. 
tinue  there  for  some  day 4.  In  the 
height  of  her  disorder,  which  w«s 
a  Tiolent  fever,  she  cried  <  Let 
Cranstoun  be  sent  for.'  He  was 
then  with  the  regiment  at  South- 
ampton; but,  her  request  being 
complied  with,  she  no  sooner  saw 
him  than  she  raised  herself  on  the 
pillow,  and  hung  round  his  neck, 
repeatedly  exclaiming  ^  My  dear 
Cranstoun,  I  am  glad  you  are 
come;  T  shall  now  grow  well  soon  !* 
So  extravagant  was  her  fondness, 
that  she  insisted  on  having  him  as 
her  nurse;  and  he  actually  adminis- 
tered her  medicines. 

On  the  following  day  she  grew 
better;  on  which  she  said  ^  This 
I  owe  to  you,  my  dear  Cranstoun  ; 
your  coming  has  given  me  new 
health  and  fresh  spirits.  I  was 
fearful  I  should  die,  and  yon  not 
here  to  comfort  that  poor  girL 
How  like  death  she  looks !' 

It  would  be  ungenerous  to  the 
memory  of  Mrs.  Blandy  to  sup- 
pose that  she  sHw  Cranslonn'a  guilt 
in  its  true  light  of  enormity ;  bnt 
certainly  she  was  a  most  egregious 
dupe  to  his  artifices. 

Mrs.  Blandy  and  her  daughter 
having  come  to  London,  the  former 
wanted  forty  pounds,  to  discharge 
a  debt  she  had  contracted  unknown 
to  her  hinbaod;  and   Cranttoan 
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coming  into  the  room  whilo  the 
mother  and  the  daughter  wore 
weeping  over  their  distresses,  be 
demanded  the  reason  of  their  griefs 
of  which  being  informed,  he  loft 
them,  and,  soon  returning  with  the 
requisite  sum,  he  threw  it  into  the 
old  lady's  lap.  Charmed  by  this 
apparent  generosity,  she  burst  into 
tears,  and  squeezed  his  hand  fer- 
Tently ;  oa  which  he  embraced  her, 
and  said,  ^  Remefnber  it  is  a  son ; 
therefore  do  not  make  yourself  un- 
easy: you  do  not  lie  under  any 
obligation  to  me.' 

Of  this  debt  of  forty  pounds,  ten 
pounds  had  been  contracted  by  the 
Jadies  while  in  Loudon,  for  ex- 
penses in  consequence  of  their  plea- 
sures ;  and  the  other  thirty  by  ex- 
pensive treats  gitcn  to  Cranstoun 
at  Ucnley,  during  Mr.  Biandy's 
absence* . 

Soon  after  this  Mrs.  Blandy  died ; 
and  Cranstoun  now  complaining  of 
his  fear  of  being  arrested  for  the 
forty  pounds,  the  young  lady  bor. 
rowed  that  siim,  which  she  gave 
him,  and  made  him  a  present  of 
her  watch  :  so  that  he  was  a  gainer 
by  his  former  apparent  generosity. 

Mr.  Blandy  began  now  to  show 
efident  dislike  of  Captain  Cran*. 
atoan's  Tisits ;  but  he  found  meaof 
to  take  leaye  of  Ihu  daughter,  to 
whom  he  complained  of  the  father's 
U\  treatment;  but  iosiouated  that 
he  had  a  method  of  conciliating  his 
esteem ;  and  tliat  when  he  arrirod 
in  Scotland  he  would  send  h^  some 
powders  proper  for  the  purpose; 
on  which,  to  prevent  suspicion,  he 
would  write,  '  Powders  to  clean 
the  Scotch  pebbles.' 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  young 
lady  hfid  any  idea  that  the  powders 
ho  was  to  send  her  were  of  a  poi. 
sonous  nature.  She  seems  rather 
lo  have  been  infatuated  by  her 
love;  and  thii^  is  the  only  excuse 
that  can  be  made  for  licr  subse* 


qiient  conduct*  which  appears  other- 
wise  totally  inconsistent  with  that 
good  sense  for  which  she  was  cele- 
brated, 

.  Cranstoun  sent  her  the  powders, 
according  to  promise ;  and  Mr. 
l^iandy  being  indisposed  on  the 
Sunday  se'nnight  before  his  death, 
Susan  Gunnel,  a  maid-servant,  made 
him  some  water-gruel,  into  which 
Miss  Blandy  conveyed  some  of  the 
powder,  and  gave  it  to  her  father ; 
and,  repeating  this  draught  on  the 
following  day,  he  was  tormented 
with  the  most  violent  pains  in  his 
bowels. 

When  the  old  gentleman's  dis- 
order increased,  and  he  was  at- 
tended by  a  physician,  his  daughter 
came  into  jLhe  room,  and,  falling  on 
her  knees  to  her  father,  said,  '  Ba- 
nish me  where  you  please ;  do  with 
me  what  you  please,  so  you  do  but 
forgive  me ;  and,  as  for  Cranstoun, 
I  will  never  see  him,  speak  to  him, 
or  write  to  him,  as  long  as  1  live, 
tf  you  will  forgive  me.' 

In  reply  to  thb  the  father  said, 
'  I  forgive  thee,  my  dear,  and  I  hope 
God  will  forgive  thee;  but  thou 
shouldst  have  considered  before 
thou  attemptedst  any  thing  against 
thy  father  ;  thou  shouldst  hare  con* 
sidered  1  was  thy  own  father.' 

Miss  Blandy  now  acknowledged 
that  she  had  put  powder  in  his 
gruel,  but  that  it  was  for  an  innocent 
purpose);  pn  which  the  father,  turn- 
ing in  his  bed,  said,  ^  O  such  a  vil- 
lain !  to  come  to  my  house,  ea^  of 
the  b^t  and  drink  of  the  best  my 
house  could  afford ;  and,  in  return, 
take  away  my  life,  and  ruin  my 
daughter.  O  !  my  dear,  thuu  must 
hate  that  roan. ' 

The  yQung  lady  replied,  ^  Sir, 
every  word  you  say  is  like  a  sword 
piercing  to  my  heart;  more  severe 
than  if  you  were  angry :  I  must 
kneel,  and  beg  you  will  not  curse 
me.*    The  father  said,   '  I  curse 
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tbee,  myd«art  how  couldtt  (hoo 
tiiiok  I  would  cnne  thee?  No,  I 
bless  tfaee,  and  hope  God  will  bless 
tiiee,  and  amend  th j  life*  Do,  mj 
dear,  go  oat  of  the  room ;  saj  no 
more,  lest  then  shoutdst  say  any 
thing  to  thy  own  prejudice.  Go 
to  thy  nnele  Stephens;  and  take 
him  tor  thy  friend:  poor  man!  I 
am  sorry  for  him.' 

Mr.   Blandy    dying   in    conse* 

^  quence  of  his  illness,  it  was  sns- 
pected  that  the  daughter  liad  occa- 
sioned his  death;  whereupon  she 
was  taken  into  custody,  and  com- 
mitted  to  the  gaol  at  Oi^ord. 

She  was  tried  on  the  8d  of  March, 
1762 ;  and,  after  many  witnesses  had 
been  called  to  gi? e  eyldence  of  her 
guilt,  she  was  desired  to  make  her 
defence,  which  she  did  in  the  fol- 
lowing speech  :— 

<  My  Lord,— It  is  morally  im- 

^  possible  for  me  to  lay  down  the 
hardships  I  haTC  received.^-I  haTe 
been  aspersed  in  my  character.  In 
the  first  place  it  has  been  said  I 
spoke  ill  of  my  father ;  that  I  have 
cursed  him,  and  wished  him  at  hell; 
which  is  extremely  false.  Sometimes 
iitlle  family  affairs  haye  happened, 
and  he  did  not  speak  to  me  so  kind- 
ly  as  I  could  wish.  I  own  I  am  pas- 
sionate, my  lord ;  and  in  those  pas- 
sions some  hasty  expressions  m^ht 
ha?e  dropped ;  but  great  care  has 
been  taken  to  recollect  etery  word 
I  haTe  spoken  at  different  times, 
and  to  apply  them  to  such  parti- 
cular purposes  as  my  enemies  knew 
would  do  me  the  greatest  injury. 
These  are  hardships,  my  lord,  such 
as  yourself  roust  allow  to  be  so. 
It  was  said  too,  my  lord,  that  I 
endeavored  to  make  my  escape. 
Your  lordship  will  judge  from  the 
difficulties  I  labored  under :— I  had 
lost  my  father; — I  was  accused  of 
being  his  murderer  ;*-I  was  not 
permitted  to  go  near  him ;— I  was 
forsaken  by  my  Mends— affronted 


by  the  mob— and  insulted  by  my 
serrants. — ^Although  I  b^ged  to 
have  the  liberty  to  listen  at  the  door 
where  he  died,  I  was  not  allowed 
it*  My  keys  were  taken  from  me  ; 
my  shoe-buckles  and  garters  too— 
to  prevent  me  from  making  awajr 
with  myself,  as  tiiouj^h  I  was  the 
most  abandoned  creature.  What 
could  I  do,  my  lord  ?  I  Tcrily  be- 
lieye  I  must  have  been  out  crfT  mj 
senses.  When  I  heard  my  father 
was  dead,  I  ran  out  of  the  house, 
and  OTcr  the  bridge,  and  had  no- 
thing on  but  a  half  sack  and  pet- 
ticoats, without  a  hoop— my  petti- 
coats hanging  about  me.  The  mob 
gathered  round  me.  Was  this  a 
condition,  my  lord,  to  make  my 
escape  in  ?  A  good  woman  beyond 
the  bridge,  seeing  me  in  this  dis- 
tress, desired  me  to  walk  in  till 
the  mob  was  dispersed :  the  town, 
sergeant  was  there.  I  begged  h^ 
would  take  me  under  his  protec- 
tion, to  haye  me  home :  the  woman 
said  it  was  not  proper,  the  mob  was 
Tery  great,  and  that  I  had  better 

Siy  a  little.  When  I  came  home 
ey  said  I  used  the  const^le  HI.  I 
was  locked  up  for  fifteen  hours,  with 
only  an  old  sertant  of  the  family 
to  attend  me.  I  was  not  allowed  a 
maid  for  the  common  decencies  of 
my  sex.  I  was  sent  to  gaol,  and 
was  in  hopes  there  at  least  this 
usage  would  hare  ended ;  but  waa 
told  it  was  reported  I  was  fre- 
quently drunk ;  tiiat  I  attempted 
to  make  my  escape ;  that  I  did  not 
attend  at  chapel.  A  more  abste- 
mious woman,  ifiy  lord,  I  belierey 
does  not  live. 

^  Upon  the  report  of  my  making 
my  escape,  the  gentleman  who  waa 
high-sheriff  last  year  (not  the  pre- 
sent)  came  and  told  me,  by  order  of 
the  higher  powers,  he  must  put  an 
iron  on  me.  I  submitted  as  I  al- 
ways do,  to  the  hither  powers. 
Some  time  after  ha  came  again,  and 
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mM  he  roast  pat  a  heavier  one  apon 
Be ;  which  I  have  worn,  toy  lord, 
till  I  came  hither*  I  aiked  the 
sheriff  why  I  was  »o  ironed.  He 
said  he  did  it  by  the  command  of 
some  noble  peer,  on  his  hearing 
that  I  intended  making  my  escape. 
I  told  him  I  nefer  had  any  such 
tfaoaght,  and  I  would  bear  it  with 
the  other  croel  usage  I  had  received 
on  my  character.  The  Rererend 
Ifr.  Swinton,  the  worthy  clergyman 
who  attended  me  in  prison,  can  tes- 
tify I  was  regular  at  the  chapel 
whenever  I  was  well :  sometimes  I 
really  was  not  able  to  come  out,  and 
then  he  attended  me  in  my  room. 
They  have  likewise  published  pa. 
pers  and  depositions,  which  ought 
not  to  have  been  published,  in  or-, 
der  to  represent  me  as  the  most 
abandoned  of  my  sex,  and  to  pre- 
jadice  the  world  against  me.  I  sub- 
mit myself  to  your  lordship,  and 
to  the  worthy  jury.  I  do  assure 
your  lordship,  as  1  am  to  answer  at 
the  great  tribunal  where  I  must 
appear,  I  am  as  innocent  as  the 
child  unborn  of  the  death  of  my 
father.  I  would  not  endea? our  t6 
save  my  life  at  the  expense  of  truth : 
I  really  thought  the  powder  an  in. 
nooeat  inoffen^ife  thing;,  and  I 
gate  it  to  procure  his  love  (meaning 
towards  Cranstoun).  It  has  been 
mentioned,  I  should  say,  I  was 
ruined.  My  lord,  when  k  young 
woman  losis  her  character,  is  not 
that  her  ruin?  Why,  then,  should 
this  expression  be  construed  in  so 
wide  a  sense  ?  Is  it  not  ruining  my 
character  to  have  such  a  thing  laid 
to  my  charge  ?  And,  whatever  may 
be  the  event  of  this  trial,  I  am 
rained  most  effectually.' 

The  trial  lasted  eleven  hours, 
an<d  then  the  judge  summed  up  the 
evidence,  mentioning  the  scandal* 
ous  behaviour  of  some  people  re- 
specting the  prisoner,  in  printing 
and  publishing  what  they  called  de« 


•positions  taken  before  the  coroner 
relating  to  the  affair  before  them : 
to  which  he  added,  <I  hope  yon 
hate  not  seen  them ;  but,  if  yon 
have,  I  most  tell  you,  as  you  are 
men  of  sense  and  probity,  that  yon 
must  divest  yoursel  ves  of  every  pre. 
jndice  that  can  arise  from  thence^ 
and  attend  merely  to  the  evidence 
that  has  now  been  given.' 

The  judge  then  summed  np  the 
evidence  with  the  ntroost  candour  ; 
and  thejary,  having  considered  the 
affair,  found  her  guilty  without 
going  oot  of  court. 

After  '  conviction  she  behaved 
with  the  utmost  decency  and  resig. 
nation.  She  was  attended  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Swinton,  from  whose 
hands  she  received  the  sacrament 
on  the  day  before  her  execution, 
declaring  that  she  did  not  know 
there  was  any  thing  hurtful  in  the 
powders  she  had  given  her  fkther. 

The  night  before  her  death  she 
spent  in  devotion ;  and  at  nine  in 
the  morning  of  the  0th  of  April, 
1752,  she  left  her  apartment,  being 
dressed  in  a  black  bombasin,  and 
having  her  arms  bound  with  black 
ribands. 

The  clergyman  attended  her  to 
the  place  of  execution,  to  which 
she  walked  with  the  utmost  solem- 
nity  of  deportment;  and,  when 
there,  acknowledged  her  fault  in 
administering  the  powders  to  her 
father;  but  declared  that,  as  she 
must  soon  appear  before  the  most 
awful  tribunal,  she  had  no  idea  of 
doing  injury,  nor  any  suspicions 
that  the  powders  were  of  a  poison, 
ous  nature. 

Having  ascended  some  steps  of 
the  ladder,  she  said  <  Gentlemen, 
don't  hang  me  high,  for  the  sake  oi 
decency.'  Being  desired  to  go 
something  higher,  she  turned  about« 
and  express^  her  apprehensions 
that  she  should  fall.  The  rope 
being  pat  round    her  neck,  she 
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pulled  her  haDdkerchicf  ofer  her 
xace^  and  was  turned  off  on  holding 
out  a  book  of  devotions  which  she 
had  been  reading. 

The  crowd  of  spectators  assenu 
bled  on  this  occasion  was  immense ; 
and  when  she  had  hung  the  usual 
time  she  was  cut  down,  and  the 
.bodj,  being  put  into  a  heafse,  was 
conreyed  to  Hci)ley,  and  interred 
with  her  parents,  at  one  o'clock  on 
the  following  morning* 

It  will  now  be  proper  to  return 
to  Cranstouoy  who  was  the  original 
contrirer  of  this  horrid  murder. 
Having  beard  of  Miss  Blandy's 
commitment  to  Oxford  gaol,  he 
concealed  himself  some  time  in  Scot- 
land, and  then  escaped  to  Boulogne, 
in  France.  Meeting  there  with 
Mrj.  Ross,  who  was  distantly  rc« 
lated  to  his  family,  he  acquainted 
ber  with  his  situation,  and  begged 
her  protection ;  on  which  she  ad. 
Tised  him  to  change  his  name  for 
ber  maiden  name  of  Dunbar. 

Some  officers  in  the  French  ser. 
fice,  who  were  related  to  his  wife, 
hearing  of  hb  concealment,  vowed 
revenge,  if  they  should  meet  with 
him,  for  his  cruelty  to  the  unhappy 


woman  :  on  which  he  fled  to  Paris, 
from  whence  he  went  (o  Fumes,  a 
town  in  Flanders,  where  Mrs.  Ross 
had  provided  a  lodging  fur  his  re- 
ception. 

He  had  not  been  long  at  Furnes 
when  he  wassed^  with  a  severe  fit 
of  illness,  which  brought  him  to  a 
degree  of  reflection  to  which  he  had 
been  long  a  stranger.  At  length 
he  sent  for  a  father  belonging  to  an 
adjacent  couvent,  and  received  ab* 
solution  from  his  hands,  on  declare 
ing  himself  a  convert  to  the  Romisb 
faith. 

Cranstoun  died  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1762;  and  the  fraternity 
of  monks  and  friars  looked  on  his 
conversion  as  an  object  of  such  im» 
portance,  that  solemn  mass  was 
iuiig  on  the  occasion,  and  the  body 
was  followed  to  the  grave  not  only 
by  the  ecclesiastics,  but  by  the  ma- 
gistrates of  the  town. 

His  papcrif  were  then  sent  to  Scot- 
land, to  his  brother,  Lord  Crao. 
stoun ;  his  clothes  were  sold  for  the 
discharge  of  his  debts ;  and  his  wife 
came  into  possession  of  the  interest 
of  the  fifteen  hundred  pounds  above  . 
mentioned. 


WILLIAM  CHANDLER, 

TRANSPORTED    FOR  PERJURY. 


The  scheme  laid  by  this  man  for 
the  purpose  of  plunder  had  not 
been  equalled  in  art  and  consuro. 
mate  hypocrisy  by  any  of  his  fra- 
ternity who  preceded  him.  His 
plan  was  to  rob  a  whole  county. 
In  the  case  of  every  robbery  com- 
mitted, the  hundred  where  it  hap- 
pens,  or  the  county  at  large,  are 
responsible  for  the  amount  of  the 
loss  which  the  injured  in  certain 
cases  may  sustain.  In  his  attempt 
at  this  kind  of  fraud  he  implicated 
three  innocent  men,  by  whom  he 
pretended  to  have  been  robbed, 
and  who,  had  his  talc  ultimately 


met  credit,  might  in  consequence 
have  lost  their  lives.  Happily  this 
diabolical  attempt  was  frustrated, 
and  we  are  almost  led  to  regret 
that  the  utmost  vengeance  of  tho 
law  could  not  overtake  him. 

There  is  a  palpable  contradiction 
between  the  laws  and  the  natural 
sentiments  of  mankind  in  the  case 
of  oaths  which  are  administered  to 
a  criminal  to  make  him  speak  the 
truth,  when  the  contrary  is  his 
greatest  interest ;  as  if  a  m^an  could 
think  himself  obliged  to  contribute 
to  his  own  destruction ;  and  as  if, 
when  interest  speaks^  religion  was' 
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1M»I  generally  silent:  religion,  whicli 
ia  ail  ages  hatb,  of  all  other  things, 
been  nsost  commonly  abused.  And, 
indeed,  upon  what  motif e  should  it 
be  respected  by  the  wielded,  whea 
It  has  been  thus  violated  by  those 
who  were  esteemed  the  wisest  of 
men  ?  The  motif es  which  religion 
opposes  to  the  fear  of  impending 
evil  and  the  lofe  of  life  are  too 
irealK,  as  they  are  too  distant,  to 
make  any  impression  on  the  senses* 
The  aflfaifs  of  the  other  world  are 
doubtless  r^uiated  by  laws  entirely 
different  from  those  by  which  hu« 
roan  aiairs  are  directed  ;  why  then 
should  you  endearour  to  compro* 
mise  matters  between  them?  why 
should  a  man  be  reduced  to  the 
terrible  alternati? e  either  of  offend- 
ing God  or  of  contributing  to  his 
own  immediate  destruction?  The 
laws  which  require  an  oath  in  such 
a  case  leafe  him  only  the  choice  of 
becoming  a  bad  Christian-  or  a 
martyr.  For  this  reason  oaths  be- 
come, by  degrees,  merely  formal ; 
and  all  sentiments  of  religion  (per- 
haps the  only  motif  es  of  honesty  in 
the  greatest  part  of  manltind)  are 
destroyed,  i  appeal  to  any  judge 
whether  he  has  ef w  known  that  aa 
oath  alone  has  brought  truth  from 
the  lips  of  a  criminal :  indeed  reason 
tells  us  it  could  not;  for  all  laws 
are  useless,  and,  in  consequence, 
pernidous,  which  contradict  the 
natural  feelings  of  mankind.  Such 
laws  are  like  a  dike  opposed  di- 
rectly to  the  course  of  a  torrent :  it 
is  either  immediately  overwhelmed, 
or,  by  a  whirlpool  formed  by  it- 
Self,  b  gradually  undermined  and 
destroyed. 

Chandler's  offence,  particularly 
prcfalent  among  the  inferior  ranks 
in  society,  is  to  be  attributed  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  want  of  proper 
solemnity  and  prefions  explanation 
on  the  administration  of  oaths.  No- 
thing can  exceed  the  unimpressive 
and  careless  manner  which  is  iu 


practice  In  calling  upon  witnesses 
to  make  this  solemn  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Being.  It  would  seem 
highly  necessary  that  all  oaths 
should  be  administered  in  the  most 
impressife  manner  by  the  judge; 
aad  that  a  form  should  be  devised^ 
calculated,  in  the  greatest  possible 
degree,  to  impress  upon  the  mind 
of  the  party  a  high  sense  of  the  ob« 
ligation  he  or  she  has  come  under 
to  speak  the  truth. 

William  Chandler  was  the  only 
child  of  Mr.  Thomas  Chandler,  of 
Woodborough,  near  Defizes,  ,a 
gentleman  farmer,  of  two  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  who,  at  the  age  of 
about  seventeen,  fixed  him  with 
Mr.  Banks,  clerk  of  the  gold- 
smiths' company ;  from  whom,  by 
reason  of  frequent  disputes,  he  was 
turned  over,  before  two  years  had 
passed,  to  Mr.  Hill,  of  Clifford's 
Inu,  and  here  he  gained  the  love  of 
his  master  and  the  respect  of  his 
clients.  ., 

Chandler,  while  he  was  with  Mr« 
Banks,  had  married  the  maid-ser^p 
Tant ;  but  so  artfully  concealed  it, 
that  it  was  never  suspected  by  either 
of  his  masters,  nor  any  of  his  owu 
family  ;  and  Mr.  tiiil  having  along 
contested  lawsuit  in  hand  for  the 
father,  the  profits  of  which  he  made 
over  to  his  son,  he  was  enabled  to 
keep  his  wife  in  lodgings. 

Chandler's  clerkship  being  nearly 
expired,  he  had  projected  a  scheme 
to  double  his  fortune.  This  scheme 
was  to  get  as  much  money  into  his 
hands  as  he  could  possibly  rai^e,  to 
set  out  with  it  to  the  cauutry  upon 
some  plausible  pretence,  swear  ho 
was. robbed  of  it  by  the  way,  and 
then  sue  the  hundred.  To  do  this  in 
the  ordinary  manner  he. knew  was 
hazardous,  and  liable  to  many  mis- 
carriages ;  he  therefore  laid  his  plot 
so  deeply,  that,  as  he  thought,  it 
should  be  beyond  this  reach  of  hu* 
inan  discovery. 

In  the  first  place  it  was  neccs. 
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sarjr  to  rtise  a  foin,  wbich  coold 
not  be  done  withoat  deceiving  both 
his  father  and  matter.  He  there- 
fore told  the  former  that  he  had  an 
adfantageou8  match  in  view  ;  and 
the  latter  that  he  had  a  rich  ancle 
in  Sofiblk,  whom  he  pretended  to 
▼isit,  and  to  have  recel? ed  from  him 
teferal  bank  bills^  which  he  showed 
to  farour  the  deceit.  By  these  arti- 
fices he  obtained  from  his  father  the 
possession  of  an  estate  worth  aboat 
foor  hundred  pounds,  and  account, 
ed  to  his  master  for  his  baring  fire 
hundred  pounds  more,  which  it 
does  not  appear  how  he  acquired. 

fle  then  applied  to  his  master  to 
advance  fire  hundred  pounds  upon 
his  new  estate,  which,  ^ith  his 
other  fi?e  hundred  pounds,  he  was 
going,  he  said,  to  lend  to  Mrs. 
Strait,  of  Salisbury,  on  an  estate  at 
Enford,  within  six  or  seren  miles 
from  his  father's  house,  on  which 
there  was  a  prior  mortgage  of  fire 
hundred  pounds,  with  interest  due 
to  one  Mr.  Poor,  of  Enford,  who 
wanted  to  call  in  his  money. 

Mr.  Hill,  believing  his  clerk  im- 
plicitly, even  with  respect  to  the 
value  of  his  estate,  procured  the 
five  hundred  pounds  of  one  Mr. 
Winter.  Wjiile  the  mortgage  was 
making  Mr.  Chandler  went  down 
to  Mrs.  Strait,  and  offered  to  pay 
Mr.  Poor  his  five  hundred  pounds, 
with  interest,  and  to  ad? ance  to  her 
five  hundred  pounds  more  on  the 
same  estate,  which  she  readily  ac- 
cepted ;  and  thongh  it  was  now  the 
17th  of  March,  1748,  he  appointed 
her  to  meet  him  at  Enford,  on  the 
25th  of  the  same  month,  to  receive 
the  money  :  he  then  hurried  home, 
and  immediately  prepared  a  proper 
assignment  for  Mr.  Poor's  mort- 
gage to  himself,  with  receipts  for 
the  thousand  pounds,  and  wrote  to 
Mrs.  Strait  not  to  forget  the  day, 
appointing  ten  as  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing.  Now  on  the  S2d  the  mort- 
gage of  Chandler's  qwQ  estate  to' 


Winter  was  exeoated,  and  the  i 
ney  paid  In  three  l>ank-notes,  whieh 
Chandler  the  next  day  changed  at 
the  Bank  for  eight  of  fifty  ponndi, 
and  five  of  twenty  pounds  eadi. 

On  the  Mth,  early,  having  tnnied 
most  of  his  cash  into  smalt  bills,  to 
the  amount  of  nine  hundred  ponndf, 
he  found,  when  he  came  to  put 
these  in  canvass  bags  under  his  gar- 
ters, where  he  proposed  to  carry 
them  for  safety,  that  they  made  too 
great  a  bundle,  and  therefore  he 
took  several  of  the  small  bills,  with 
some  cash,  amounting  to  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds,  and  ex- 
changed them  at  the  bank  for  two 
notes,  one  of  four  hundred  pounds, 
and  the  other  of  forty  pounds  ;  the 
first  of  which,  in  his  way  home,  he 
changed  in  his  master's  name,  at  Sir 
Richard  Hoare's,  for  one  note  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  and  two  of 
one  hundred  pounds  each ;  but  told 
his  master  that  the  bank  eterks 
were  a  little  out  of  humour  at  the 
trouble  he  had  already  given  them, 
and  that  he  had  changed  his  small 
notes  with  a  stranger  in  the  bank- 
hall  for  the  notes  which  he,  in  re- 
ality, had  received  at  Sir  Richard 
Hoare's.  Mr.  HHI,  at  Chandler's 
request,  baring  written  down  iko 
numbers  and  dates  of  the  several 
bills,  and  seen  them  safely  put  up, 
Chandler  took  leare  of  him,  and 
about  tweWe  o'clock  set  out. 

About  four  the  same  afternoon 
he  reached  Hare-hatch,  about 
thirty  miles  from  London,  where 
he  8top|}ed  to  refresh  ;  and  about 
five,  just  as  he  had  left  his  inn,  was, 
as  he  said,  unfortunately  met  l>y 
three  bargemen  on  foot,  who,  after 
they  had  robbed  him  of  his  watch 
and  money,  took  htm  to  a  pit  close 
by  the  road,  and  there  stripped  him 
of  all  his  bank-notes,  bound  his 
hands  and  feet,  and  left  him,  threat* 
cning  to  return  and  shoot  him  if  he 
made  the  least  noise.  In  this  wo- 
ful  condition  he  said  lie  lay  three 
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lidBrs,  though  the  pit  was  «o  near 
the  road  that  not  a  single  horse 
could  pass  without  his  hearing  ;  yet 
when  night  came  he  coald  jamp, 
boand  as  he  was,  near  half  a  mile, 
all  np  hill,  till,  luckily  for  his  pur. 
pose,  he  met  one  A? ery,  a  simple 
shepherd,  who  cut  the  cords ;  and 
of  whom  the  first  question  Chandler 
asked  was,  where  a  constable  or  ty  th« 
log  man  Itred ;  upon  which  A? ery 
conducted  him  to  Richard  Kelly's, 
the  constables  just  by,  and  with  him 
Mr.  Chandler  left  tiie  notices  re- 
quired  by  the  statutes,  with  the  de. 
acriptlon  of  the  men  who  robbed 
him,  so  eiactly,  that  a  person  pre* 
sent  remembered  three  such  men  to 
hare  passed  by  his  house  about  the 
Terj  time  the  robbery  was  said  to 
hate  been  committed ;  and  the 
major  of  Reading,  who  was  acd* 
dentally  on  the  road,  had  a  similar 
recollection  of  the  bargemen,  whom 
he  met  near  Maidenhead  thicket, 
between  four  and  fire  the  same  day. 
Chandler  then  returned  to  the  inn 
where  he  had  refreshed,  and,  after 
telling  his  deplorable  tale,  and  ac« 
quainting  his  landlord  with  his  in- 
tentions  of  suing  the  hundred,  he 
ordered  a  good  supper  and  a  bowl 
tii  punch,  and  sat  down  with  as 
little  concern  as  if  nothing  had  hap* 
pened. 

Next  daj  he  returned  to  London, 
acquainted  his  master  with  the  pre- 
tended  robbery,  and  requested  his 
assistance. 

Mr.  Hill  gate  him  the  memoran« 
dum  he  had  of  the  numbers,  dates, 
and  sums  of  the  notes,  and  sent  him 
to  the  bank  to  stop  payment ;  but, 
instead  of  that,  he  went  to  Mr. 
Tniley,  a  siUersmlth  in  Cannon 
Street,  bought  a  silyer  tankard,  and 
in  payment  changed  one  of  the  notes 
for  a  hundred  pounds  which  he  had 
recelfed  the  day  before  at  Sir 
Richard  Hoare's ;  and,  on  his  re- 
turn to  Us  master^  toli  him  the 


bank  did  no  business  that  day  be« 
cause  of  the  hurry  the  city  was  Im 
on  account  of  a  fire  in  ComhIll, 
which  had  happened  the  night  be* 
fore :  he  therefore  went  again  tho 
following  morning;  and  when  he 
came  bMk,  being  asked  bjr  Mr. 
Hill  for  the  paper  on  which  he  had 
taken  down  the  numbers,  ftc.  bo 
said  he  had  left  It  with  the  clerks  of 
the  bank,  who  were  to  stop  the 
notes,  but  that  he  had  taken  an  ex. 
act  copy  of  it :  This  was  fidse,  for 
he  had  reserred  Mr.  Hill's  copy, 
and  left  another  at  the  bank,  in 
which  he  had  so  craftily  altered  the 
numbers  and  dates  of  the  three  notes 
he  received  at  Sir  Richard  Hoare's, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  pounds, 
as  to  prerent  their  being  stopped 
and  Mr.  Hill  remembering  the  dif- 
ference. Thus  he  opened  a  way  for 
getting  four  hundred  pounds  into  his 
hands  without  obstruction.  But 
when  it  appeared  that  three  of  the 
notes  had  been  falsely  described, 
there  having  been  none  such  gireo 
out  by  the  bank,  and  Chandler  was 
questioned  by  his  master  about  it, 
and  ordered  to  bring  back  the  ori. 
ginal  paper,  he  made  a  pretence  of 
going  to  the  bank,  and  then  brought 
back  word  that  the  clerks  could  not 
find  it,  and  had  said  they  never  kept 
such  papers  after  they  had  made  an 
entry* 

On  the  30th  he  inserted  a  list  of 
his  notes,  being  fifteen  in  ail,  with 
their  dates  and  numbers,  in  the  daily 
papers,  offering  a  reward  of  fif^ 
pounds  for  tho  recovery  of  the 
whole,  or  in  proportion  for  any 
part ;  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day  withdrew  hb  advertiso- 
ment  in  all  the  daily  papers,  and 
took  his  own  written  copy,  away  at 
each  ptoce.  And  on  the  d9th  of 
March,  1748,  he  pot  the  notice  of 
the  robbery  and  the  description  of 
the  robbers  in  the  London  Gazette, 
as  the  faiw  directs;  except  that  he 
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did  Dot  particularize  the  notes,  as  he 
had  done  in  other  pa|)er8. 

On  the  12th  of  May  following 
he  made  the  proper  infonpatjon  be* 
fdre  a  justice  of  the  peace;  but 
though  Mr.  Hill,  his  master,  was 
with  him,  and  had  undertalcen  to 
manage  the  cause  for  hia),  yet  he 
made  the  same  omission  in  his  infor* 
mationas  in  his  adrerlisement  in  the 
London  G^ette* 

All  things  being  prepared,  on  the 
18th  of  July,  1748,  Chandler's 
cause  came  on  at  Abingdon,  before 
a  special  jury  ;  and,  after  a  hearing 
of  twelTe  hours,  the  jury  retired  for 
four  more,  and  then  ga\e  the  pro. 
secutor  a  ferdict  for  nine  hundred 
and  seventy  pounds,  subject,  how* 
ever,  to  a  case  reserved  for  the  opi. 
nion  of  the  Court  of  Common  Picas, 
concerning  the  sufficiency  of  the  de- 
scription of  the  bank«notes  in  the 
London  Gasette  and  the  informa* 
tion. 

In  the  mean  time  Chandler,  fear*, 
ing  that  by  what  came  out  upon  the 
trial  he  should  soon  be  suspected, 
and  that  he  might  be  arrested  by  Mr. 
IVinter  (who  had  now  discovered 
that  his  mortgage  was  insufficient), 
obtained  a  protection  from  Lord 
Willoughby  de  Broke,  and  gave  out 
that  he  was  removed  into  Suffolk  to 
reside,  as  he  had  before  pretended, 
with  his  rich  uncle;  but  in  reality 
he  retired  to  Colchester,  where  his 
brother-in-law,  Humphry  Smart, 
had  taken  an  inn,  with  whom  he 
entered  into  copartnership,  and 
never  came  publicly  to  London  af- 
terwards. He  was,  however,  obliged 
to  correspond  with  his  master,  on 
account  of  the  point  of  law  h  btch 
was  soon  to  be  argued ;  and,  there- 
fore, to  come  at  his  letters  without 
discovering  his  place  of  abode,  he 
ordered  them  to  be  directed  ^To 
Mr.  Thomas  Chandler,  at  Easton, 
in  Suffolk,  to  be  left  for  him  at  the 
Crown  at  Audiey)  near  Colchester.' 


Mr.  Hill  having  written  aevenri 
letters  to  Mr.  Chandler,  pressing 
him  to  come  to  town  (as  the  Term 
grew  near),  and  he  evading  it  by 
trifling  excuses,  the  former  began  to 
suspect  him,  even  before  the  point 
of  law  was  determined. 

Just  before  this  period  twelve  of 
the  notes  of  which  Mr.  Chandler 
pretended  to  have  been  robbed  were 
ali  brought  io  the  bank  together, 
having  been  bought,  October  31, 
1748,  at  Amsterdam,  of  one  John 
Smith,by  Barnard  Solomon,abroker 
there;  and  by  him  transmitted  to 
his  son,  Nathan  Solomon,  a  broker 
at  London.  Upon  further  inquiry 
it  appeared  that  John  Smith,  who 
sold  the  notes,  stayed  but  a  few  days  « 
in  Holland;  that  he  was  seen  iu 
company  with  Mr.  Casson,  a  Hol- 
land trader,  and  came  over  in  the 
packet  with  him*  Mr.  Casson  was 
then  found,  and  his  description  of 
John  Smith  answered  to  the  person  of 
Chandler,  who  was  then  pressed  by 
letter  to  come  to  town  and  face 
CassoUj  to  remove  suspicion ;  but  he 
refused. 

In  the  interim  the  point  of  law 
was  solemnly  argued  before  the 
judges  of  the  Common  Pleas,  when 
their  deternUnation  was  to  the  foU 
lowing  effect ; — ^  That,  as  Chandler 
had  not  inserted  the  numbers  of  liis 
notes  iu  the  Gazette,  nor  sworn  to 
them  when  he  made  oath  before  the 
justice,  the  verdict  must  be  set  aside 
and  the  plaintiff  nonsuited,  without 
the  advantage  of  a  new  trial. 

And  now  the  scene  began  to  open 
apace;  for  about  this  time  the  very 
paper  which  Chandler  left  when  he 
slopped  payment  of  the  notes  at  the 
Bank  was  found;  which,  when 
Mr.  Hill  saw,  and  that  it  was  not 
his  writing,  he  quite  gave  up  his 
clerk,  and  from  that  time  assisted 
in  the  prosecution.  By  means  of 
the  bank-books  they  traced  every 
drcumstauce  that  has  been  related, 
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of  his  taking  otit  the  fbir  hundred 
pound  note,  afterwards  changing  it 
at  Sir  Richard  Hoare's  for  three 
lesser  notn,  his  passing  these  notes 
and  bj  whom  receircd,  and  eren 
bis  buying  the  tankard  of  Tnfle/ ; 
which  tankard  was  afterwards  pro. 
daced  in  c? idence  against  htm.  All 
that  now  remained  was  to  come  at 
his  person  ;  and  with  this  view  Mr. 
Wise,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Casson, 
about  Midsummer,  1749,  set  out 
for  Colchester ;  from  thence  went  to 
flie  Crown,  at  Audley ;  and  (here, 
inquiring  for  Easton,  were  directed 
firftt  to  one  place,  and  then  to  an. 
other,  of  that  name ;  and,  after  a 
fruitless  journey  of  one  hand  red 
and  fifty  miles,  they  returned  to  the 
▼ery  inn  then  kept  bj  Chandler  at 
Colchester,  and  departed  for  London 
without  gaining  any  intelligence. 

Chandler,  who  {limself  saw  them 
at  his  house,  immediately  left  Col- 
chester, and  took  a  small  inn  at 
Coventry,  where,  though  one  hun. 
dred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  former 
,  town,  and  nearly  ninety  miles  from 
London,  he  was  still  apprehensive 
of  being  arrested  by  Mr.  Winter  ; 
and  therefore  he  sent  a  draft  to 
Mr.  Gauntlet,  a  linen.draper  of  his 


acquaintance,  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Hill, 
and  by  him  to  Mr.  Winter.  Thia 
draft  he  procured  at  Northampton, 
and  there  put  it  into  the  post.  By 
the  po8t.marh  of  this  letter  he  was 
at  length  traced  to  his  new  habita- 
tion at  Coventry,  where,  an  indict- 
ment for  perjury  having  been  found 
against  him,  he  was  apprehended  by 
a  judge's  warrant,  and  detained  in 
gaol  there,  till  by  a  habeas  corpus 
he  was  removed  in  order  to  take 
his  trial  at  Abipgdon  assises  on  the 
32d  of  July,  1750.  But  though 
the  prosecutors  were  ready  with 
their  witnesses,  at  a  vast  expense, 
yet  he  traversed  the  indictment, 
(as  by  law  he  might,)  and  put 
off  his  trial  to  the  Lent  assizes 
held  at  Reading;  where  the  facts 
already  related  being  proved,  he 
was  sentenced  to  stand  on  the  pil- 
lory the  then  next  market  day,  and 
to  be  transported  for  seven  years. 
But  the  former  part  of  the  sentence 
was  changed  by  the  judge  into  three 
months'  imprisonment,  for  fear  the 
populace,  who  were  greatly  en- 
raged, should  kin  him. 

Chandler's  sentence  was  given  on 
the  16th  of  July,  1761.* 


PAUL  TIERNEY, 

UBCUTED  FOK  UiaH  TREASON. 

years  after  the  find  men  hardy  enongh  to  risk  the 
consequences. 

Paul  TIerney  was  of  this  deacrf  p- 
tlon.  He,  like  Thomas  Reynolds, 
had  succeed  too  well;  for  he 
deluded  several  soldiers  from  their 
duty  to  their  country,  and  secretif 
conveyed  them  to  France. 

At  one  thne,  on  false  preteneee, 
he  inveigled  eight,  by  Iceeping  them 
in  a   state  of   intoxication. 


For  some  few 
suppression  of  tlie  second  Scottish 
rebellion  a  secret  trade  of  trea- 
cbery  was,  by  many  disaflfeeted 
viHains,  carried  on  by  enlisting  men 
for  the  army  of  the  French  king. 

We  have  already  adduced  in. 
stances  of  the  detection  of  this  vile 
species  of  treason ;  and,  though  it 
was  welt  known  that  death  would 
soon  follow  conviction,  yet  still  we 

♦  This  prosacatioQ  produced  two  acts  of  parliament;  one  for  remcdjring  iDconreni* 
eoccf  that  may  happen  by  proceedings  in  actions  on  the  Statute' of  Hoe  and  Cry,  and 
the  other  to  render  prosecutions  for  peijnry  and  subornation  of  perjury  more  easy  and 
tflbctnal. 


Al 
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CaUi  hd  threw  off  the  mask,  giTe 
them  a  llrrt  etch,  lod  declared  they 
were  then  soldiers  to  the  Ring  of 
France.  The  poor  fellows,  now 
sobered  by  their  fojage,  were  so 
indignant  at  this  duplicity  and  trea« 
cherj,  that  with  one  accord  they 
fell  upon  him,  and  in  an  instant 
wonid  haye  beaten  him  to  death,  if 
the  captain  of  the  French  guard 
had  not  rescued  him. 

They  were  now  bound  with 
TOpes,  carried  to  Dunkirk,  and 
there  thrown  Into  a  loathsome 
dungeon,  where  they  long  suffered 
on  bread  and  water. 


One  of  than  had  the  good  ibr* 
tune  to  escape,  and,  procuring 
sailors'  dothes,  got  iNick  to  Eng- 
land. At  this  time  Tiemqr  was  a 
prisoner  in  Maidstone  gaol,  whldi 
circumstance  coming  to  the  know- 
ledge of  the  much-injured  man,  lie 
went  thither  and  duuged  him  with 
the  crime. 

On  the  trial  It  was  proved  that 
Tiemey  rcceifed  three  pounds  each 
for  the  recruits,  which  was  paid  him 
in  the  presence  of  the  prosecutor. 

*He  was  conricted,  and  hanged 
upon  Pennington  Heath,  near  MiSd. 
stone,  August  30,  1751. 


JAMES  WELCH  AND  THOMAS  JONES, 

XZBCUTBD  FOR  MURDBR. 


We  now  come  to  execute  the 
painful,  although,  in  one  respect, 
pleasing  task,  already  promised,  of 
profing  the  innocence  of  that  most 
unhappy  man,  Richard  Coleman, 
who,  our  readers  will  recollect,  suf- 
fered death  for  hb  supposed  share  In 
the  murder  of  Sarah  Green.  Refer, 
ring  to  our  comments  on  hb  melan. 
dioly  case,  and  to  the  different  cau- 
tions we  have  giyen  to  prosecutors 
as  to  swearing  to  the  identity  of  a 
fdlow-creature,with  the  great  care 
which  jurymen  should  use  In  giving 
credit  to  evidence  of  such  a  nature, 
we  proceed  to  relate  the  real  drcum- 
ftances  attending  that  brutal  act. 

Two  years  had  passed  after  Cole- 
man had  been  ignominiously  laid  in 
his  grave  before  his  memory  was 
vescued  from  disgrace.  Circwn- 
stances  then  arose  which  proved  that 
James  Wdch,  Thomas  Jones,  and 
John  Nichols  (the  latter  of  whom 
was  admitted  as  evidence  for  the 
crown),  were  the  parties  who  ac- 
teally  treated  Sarah  Green  In  that 
infamous  manner  which  occasioned 
her  death ;  and  the  discovery,  with. 


out  a  search  (so  Inicmtable  are  the 
ways  of  Providence),  was  thus  ef. 
fected  :— 

Wdch,  one  of  the  murderers,  and 
a  young  fdlow  named  James  Bushy 
bdng  walking  on  the  road  to  New. 
Ington  Butts,  thdr  conversation  hap- 
pened to  turn  on  the  subject  of  tko«o 
who  had  been  executed  without 
being  guilty ;  and  Welch  sald^ 
^Amonff  whom  was  Coleman.  Ni- 
chols, Jones,  and  L  were  the  per- 
sons who  committed  the  murder  for 
which  he  washanged.''  In  thecourse 
of  conversation  Weldi  owned  tfmt, 
having  been  at  a  public  house  called 
Sots'  Hole,«  they  had  drank  pleatU 
fully,  and  on  their  return  through 
Kennlngton  Lane  had  met  with  n 
woman,  with  whom  they  went  as  £ar 
as  the  Parsonage  Wdk,  near  the 
churchyard  of  Newlngton,  where 
she  was  so  horribly  abased  by 
NIchob  and  Jones  that  Wdch  d^ 
dined  offering  her  any  further  in- 
sult. 

Bush  did  not  at  that  time  appear 
to  pav  any  particular  attention  to 
what  he  haird ;  but  soon  aflerwards^ 


^  WecsBDOt,  in  thb  narrative,  SToid  remarking  on  a  publican  adopting  this  i 
hb  toene  of  dnmkenneti. 


ilbr 
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m  1m  wts  erostiiif  London  Bridge 
wUh  hu  father^  be  Addressed  him  as 
frilows :  ^  Father,  I  haTe  been  ex. 
tremely  ill ;  and,  as  I  am  afraid  I 
shall  not  live  long,  I  should  be  glad 
to  disco?er  something  that  lies  hea- 
tUj  on  my  mind. 

Hereupon  they  went  to  a  public 
house  in  the  Borough,  where  Bush 
veUted  his  story  to  bis  father,  which 
was  scarcely  ended  when,  seeing 
Jones  at  the  window,  they  called  him 
in,  a»d  desired  bim  to  drink  with. 


He  had  not  been  long  in  company 
I  they  told  bim  they  beard  he 
was  one  of  the  murderers  of  Sarah 
Green,  on  whose  account  Coleman 
iHid  suffered  death.  Jones  trembled 
and  turned  pale  on  hearing  what 
tliey  said ;  but,  soon  assuming  a  de- 
gree of  courage,  said,  *  What  does  it 
sigBtfyA  The  man  is  hanged,  and 
the  woman  dead,  and  nobody  can 
hurt  us.'  To  whidi  be  added,  <  We 
were  connected  with  a  woman,  but 
who  can  tell  that  was  the  woman 
Coleman  died  for?' 

In  consequence  of  this  acknow. 
ledgmenl,  Nichols,  Jones,  and 
Welch,  were  soon  afterwards  ap- 
pralMnded ;  when  all  of  them  steadi* 
If  denied  their  guilt;  and  the  hear- 
say testimony  of  Bush  being  all  that 
could  be  adduced  against  them, 
NicMs  WIS  admitted  evidence  for 
the  crown ;  in  consequence  of  which 
all  the  particulars  of  the  horrid  mur- 
der were  developed. 

Tke  prisoners  being  brought  to 
trial  at  Uie  next  assizes  for  the  county 
of  Sarrey,  Nichols  deposed  that  he, 
with  Welch  and  Jones,  having  been 
dnokiag  at  the  bouse  called  Sots' 
Hole  on  the  night  that  the  woman  was 
used  in  such  an  inhuman  manner, 
i^Kf  quitted  that  house  in  onler  to 
return  home,  when,  meeting  with  a 
woauu,  they  asked  her  if  she  would 
drink;  which  she  declined,  unless 
they  would  go  to  the  Ring's  Head, 


where  she  would  treat  them  with  a 
pot  of  beer. 

Hereupon  they  went,  and  drank 
both  beer  and  geneva  with  her ;  and 
then  all  the  parties  going  forward  to 
the  Parsonage  Walk,thepoor  woman 
was  treated  in  a  manner  too  shock- 
ing to  be  described.  It  appeared 
4hat,  at  the  time  of  the  perpetration  , 
of  the  fact,  the  murderers  wore 
white  aprons;  and  that  Jones  and 
Welch  called  Nichols  by  the  name 
of  Coleman ;  circumstances  that  evi- 
dently led  to  the  prior  couTlction  of 
that  unfortunate  man. 

On  the  whole  state  of  the  evi- 
dence there  seemed  to  be  no  doubt 
of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoners,  so  that 
the  jury  did  not  hesitate  to  convict 
them,  and  sentence  of  death  passed 
of  course. 

After  conviction  these  malefactors 
behaved  with  the  utmost  contrition, 
being  attended  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Howard,  rector  of  St  George's, 
Southwark,  to  whom  they  readily 
confessed  their  offences.  They  like- 
wise signed  a  declaration,  which 
they  begged  might  be  published,  con- 
taining the  fullest  assertion  of  Cole- 
man's innocence ;  and,  exclusive  of 
this  acknowledgment,  Welch  wrote 
to  the  brother  of  Coleman,  confess- 
ing his  guilt,  and  b^ging  his  prayers 
and  forgiveness. 

The  sister  of  Joites  liring  in  the 
service  of  a  genteel  family  at  Ridi- 
mond,  he  wrote  to  her  to  make  in- 
terest in  his  favour ;  but  tiie  answer 
he  received  was,  that  his  crime  was 
of  such  a  irnture  that  she  conM  not 
ask  a  favour  for  him  with  any  degree 
of  propriety.  She  earnestly  begged 
of  bim  to  prepare  for  death,  and  im- 
plore pardon  at  that  tribunal  where 
alone  it  could  be  expected. 

Welch  and  Jones  underwent  the 
sentence  of  the  law  at  Kennington 
Common,  on  the  6th  of  Septemberi 
1751. 

Our  readers  will  not  fail  to  ob- 
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serTOyfrom  the  precofifif  melancholjr 
narratiTe,  that  the  hand  of  Justin, 
howc?er  slow,  is  sore ;  and  will  cer- 
Cainljr,  sooner  or  later,  o?ertake  the 
guilty.     Happy,  thrice  happy,  may 


they  esteem  tbemselrei,  however 
great  their  solferings  io  this  life,  who 
can  die  with  a  calm  conscienoe^  la 
the  hope  of  eternal  mercy. 


MATHIAS  KEYS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  UIGUWAT  ROBBERY. 


This  man  was  the  son  of  an  inn. 
holder  of  good  repute  at  Billericay, 
in  £«8ex,  who  placed  him  appreo. 
tice  to  a  vintner,  and,  when  his  time 
had  expired,  (which,  however,  was 
not  passed  without  censure,)  placed 
him  in  a  respectable  inn  at  Bristol. 

The  house  had  long  been  well  fre. 
quented;  but  Keys,  presuming  upon 
being  a  ^  mother's  darling,'  was  more 
addicted  to  horse-racing,  cocking, 
and  gaming,  than  attending  to  his 
guests,  it  is,  therefore,  little  to  be 
wondered  at  that  such  men  become 
bankrupts ;  and  so  with  him  a  failure 
soon  happened. 

He  tied  from  his  creditors,  taking 
with  him  every  portable  valuable  he 
possessed,  and  came  to  London. 
There,  among  other  profligate  young 
fellows,  he  became  intimate  with  one 
William  Russel,  then  an  articled 
clerk  to  an  attorney  of  good  prac* 
tice  in  Air  Street,  Piccadilly.  In 
company  with  this  reprobate  he 
committed  divers  highway  robberies; 
but  the  career  of  Russel  was  very 
short,  for  he  was  hanged  ere  he  had 
attained  manhood. 

Io  the  month  of  August,  1747, 
Keys  was  apprehended  for  a  high- 
way robbery;  and  was  tried,  and 
condemned  to  death,  at  Chelmsford ; 
but^  from  no  other  crimes  being  then 
alleged  against  him,  though  he  had 
committed  many,  bis  sentence  was 
remitted,  on  condition  of  transport- 
ing himself  for  life. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1747, 
he  entered  on  board  a  maa  of  war, 
on  the  point  of  sailing  to  the  East 
Indies,  under  Admiral  Boscawen, 


and  performed  his  duty  with  muck 
bravery  at  the  siege  of  Pondicherry, 
where  he  lost  an  eye.  With  his  ship 
he  returned  to  England,  and  imme- 
diately again  commenced  highway- 
man. 

Having  committed  a  daring  rob- 
bery on  two  gentlemen  in  a  pott* 
chaise  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  who 
had  pistols  with  them,  but  wero 
taken  with  too  much  surpriae  to  be 
able  to  use  them,  oo  sooner  had  be 
rode  off  with  his  booty,  than,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  postboy,  tl^y 
quickly  unyoked  the  horses,  aad 
galloped  after  him. 

Unapprehensive  of  pursttit,  he 
was  riding  at  a  moderate  pace,  wait- 
ing to  levy  his  contributions  or  the 
next  traveller.  They  leiied  bim,  in 
their  torn,  before  he  could  make  re- 
sistance ;  brought  him  to  London ; 
and  prosecuted  and  convicted  him, 
having  found  the  money  upon  him  of 
which  but  a  few  minutes  before  he 
had  robbed  them. 

Mathias  Keys  suffered  at  Kecming- 
iou  Common,  September  6, 1751. 

'  When  doting  mothers  train  ap  bool>y  faein, 
Where  is  the  crueltjF  can  irie  with  theirs? 
Too  pert  for  home,  too  finical  for  school. 
Ripe  for  bis  fatCi  oat  comes  the  finished 

foot 
Headlong,  where  er'ry  passion  leads,  be 

runs. 
To  wine,  to  women,  races,  dice,  and  dons : 
Then  for  the  road  he's  mounted  in  a  trice. 
And  at  the  gallows  expiates  ev'ry  vice.' 

On  the  same  gallows  with  Keys 
the  two  last-mentioned  criminals  snf. 
fered  ;  also  Henry  Brian t,  for  rob- 
bing Mr.  William  Bates  in  Chelsea 

Fields. 
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BrMUit  was  an  Iriflinian,  and,  like 
Kejrf,  had  been  a  sailor  in  his  ma- 
jesty's service ;  in  ithich  capacity 
he  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  re- 
ceive  five  hundred  and  sixty  pounds 
prize-money.  With  this  sum  he  took 
a  public  house  in  Shoreditch  ;  which 
for  some  time  he  attended  to  with 
credit  and  profit.  But,  eager  to  ac- 
cumulate money  still  faster,  he  ad- 
mitted thiercs  of  every  description 


into  his  house;  and  at  kngCh  be- 
came the  head  of  a  daring  gang,who 
committed  robberies  of  every  de- 
scription. His  character  now  be- 
coming notorious,he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  give  up  his  situation  as  pub- 
lican, and  was  no  less  than  twenty- 
seven  times  apprehended,  and  im- 
prisoned in  the  different  gaols  of  the 
metropolis,  before  justice  overtook 
him. 


A  Ttadetman'i  Wife  iurprised  by  meeting  her  HuOtaiid  hutead  o/Deh  Fontaine, 


CAPTAIN  PETER  DE  LA  FONTAINE, 

CONVICTED  OP  rOBGERT. 


The  following  short  sketch  of 
this  artful  and  daring  foreigner 
would  furnish  incident  for  a  novel 
er  a  romance. 

De  la  Fontaine  was  born  of 
noble  parents  in  France,  received  a 
military  education,  and  served  at 
the  siege  of  Phillipsburgh,  under 
the  Duke  of  Berwick. 

The  campaign  being  ended,  he 

VOL.  II. 


went  to  Paris,!  where  a  gentleman 
invited  him  to  spend  some  time  at 
his  country  seat,  when  he  fell  in 
love  with  his  daughter,  who  wished 
to  marry  him  ;  but  the  father  inter- 
posing, she  eloped  with  her  lover, 
and  they  lived  a  considerable  time, 
as  married  people,  at  Rouen. 

On   their  return   to   Paris    the 
young  lady  lodged  in  a  conyentj 
43 
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but  De  la  Fontaine  appearing  in 
pubKC)  some  officers  of  justice,  see* 
ing  him  in  a  coff<e«housc^  told  him 
thejr  had  the  king'9  warrant  for  ap- 
prehending him  :  on  which  he> 
womided  two  of  them  with  his 
sword ;  notwithstanding  which  he 
WM  sttiaed,  and  lodged  in  prison. 

Oil  Ihis  he  wrote  to  the  young 
lady^  telling  her  he  was  obligedto 
go  into  the  country  on  urgent  busi* 
ness,  but  would  soon  return  ;  and, 
having  made  an  interest  with  the 
daughter  of  the  keeper  of  the  prison, 
she  let  him  out  occasionally,  to  visit 
bis  mistress. 

Being  brought  to  trial  for  run. 
ning  away  with  an  heiress,  he  wouM 
have  been  capitally  convicted, agree, 
able  to  the  laws  of  France,  but  that 
the  young  lady  voluntarily  swore 
that  she  went  off  with  him  by  her 
own  consent  Soon  after  his  ac^ 
qnittal  she  was  seized  with  the  pains 
of  labour,  and  died  in  child. bed. 

After  this  De  la  Fbntaine  Went 
again  into  the  army,  and  behaved 
so  bravely  at  the  battle  near  Kale, 
that  the  Duke  of  Berwick  rewarded 
his  courage  with  the  commission  of 
lieutenant  of  grenadiers. 

A  young  lady  of  Stratzburgh, 
who  had  fallen  in  love  with  De  la 
Fonfaiae,  at  Paris,before  his  former 
connexion,  now  obtained  a  pass 
from  the  Marshal  de  Belleisle,  and, 
being  introduced  to  the  Duke  of 
Berwick,  told  him  she  wished  to 
see  De  la  Fontaii&e ;  and  the  duke> 
,  ordered  her  to 
I. 

;  day  she  went 
«sed  in  men's 
ig  to  enter  as  a 
le  regiment  with* 
3  was  indulged 
e  humour.  She 
'gular  duties  of 
sed  in  the  si^tpc 
moMr;  but,  in 
J  the  cam^ign, 


sfaedied  of  the  smalUpox,  leMng  a 
part  of  her  fortune  to  her  lehrer. 

The  Duke  of  «  Berwick  b^ing 
killed  at  the  siege  of  Phil  lips  burgh, 
De  la  Fontaine  made  the  tour  of 
Europe;  but,  returning  to  Parity' 
he  fought  a  duel'  with  an  oi&eer, 
who  being  dangerously  wounded, 
our  hero  repaired  to  Brest,  and  em- 
barked as  lieutenant  of  marines  oo 
board  a  vessel  bound  for  Martinico. 
The  ship,  being  taken  by  a 
Turkish  corsair,  was  carried  into 
Constantinople,  where  De  la  Fon- 
taine was  confined  in  a  dungeon, 
and  had  only  bread  and  water  for 
his  sustenance.  While  in  this  situa- 
tion he  was  visited  by  another  pri- 
soner, who  had  more  liberty  than 
himself,  and  who  advised  him,  i|s 
the  French  consul  was  then  absent, 
to  apply  to  a  Scotch  nobleman  then 
in  the  city,  who  was  distinguished 
for  his  humane  and  generous  feel- 
ings. 

De  la  Fontaine,  having  procured 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  with  a  tinder, 
box  to  strike  a  light  (ail  by  the 
friendship  of  his  fellow -prisoner), 
sent  a  letter  to  the  nobleman,  who 
had  no  sooner  read  it  than  he  hur. 
ried  to  the  cells,  to  visit  the  nnfor. 
tun  ate  prisoner. 

Having  promised  his  Interest  to 
procure  his  enlargement,  he  went 
to  the  grand  vizier,  and  pleaded 
his  cause  so  effectually,  that  De  la 
Fontaine  was  released,  and  went 
immediately  to  ithank  the  vizier, 
who  wished  him  happy,  and  pre- 
sented him  with  a  sum  of  money.. 

Hence  our  adventurer  sailed  to 
Amsterdafm,  ^here,  having  a  cri- 
minal  connexion  with  a  lady,  Who 
became  pregnant,  he  embarked,  for 
the  Dutbh  settlement  of  Cura^oa; 
but,,  finding  the pUce  unhealthy,  he 
obtained  the  governor's  permission 
to  go  to  Surinam,  and  coat?n^e4 
abpve  five  years  on  tbat'islatldl 

While  in  this  pUce  the  goverdor 
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iatiM  bifri  to  n  baH,  wliere  o^e  of 
tke  cotnpmy  h  ai  ii  iHdow  lady  of 
nuik^  of  whom  he  determined^  if 
possible,  to  makea  cbnqaett ;  nor 
dM  h^long  faH'Of  an  opportnnhy, 
fmPj  felng  with  her  at  the  gorer- 
aor'f  faoase,  thejr  soon  became  yerf 
intiawtdy  acquainted. 

The  donseqaettce  of  their  sodabi. 
Kly  was  a  residence  m  husband  and 
wUe ;  and  four  ehlkh-en  were  the 
ftrttift  of  the  connexion,  three  of 
wliom  died ;  bat  the  other,  a  boy,  ^ 
was  educated  by  the  goTcrnor  of 
tilefohifid* 

Other  ofl&cers  hating  addressed 
tko  Mrme  lady,  Die  la  PontaSne  wa^ 
MOMlonally  ItttOiy^d  lA  difficnfties 
on  her  account 

One  of  these  officer  having  tra. 
^veed  him  in  liis  absence,  onr  hero, 
#11  meeting  him,  bid  him  draw  his 
iword ;  bnt  th6  other  refnsed,  on 
mfsAck  De  la  Fontaine  struck  him 
wM  Ms  cane,  amd  cut  off  6ne  of 
M'oar««  '  '    ' 

Oil  this  our  adventtirer  ira* 
•ehurf^  and  tri^  by  a  conrt-martial, 
bnt  ncquttted;  and  tifae  officer  dd- 
gMded,  on  tcc6unt  of  the  proYOca^ 
tHM  ^  hkd  giren;  and  from  thh 
lixkt  De  la  Fontaine  was  treated 
with  unusual  marks  of  ci?ility« 

H*  still  Kfed  on  the  best  terms 
wittt  (he  Iftdy,  atid  therr  affection 
Uppeared  to  be  reciprocal. 

Tb«  gotdmor  besto^red  on  him  a 
^MsidembFe  tmct  of  lai^d^,  whfch  he 
eaffimted  to  great  ndutinge  i '  but 
the  malice  of  Ms  efnefrtil^s  w^  so 
MitlMs,  that  they  preY^ed  oh  dne 
ef  hfai  negi^  servants  to  mite  tk  dose 
of  mk^  in  his  food. 

•  UDS^spifioiis  of  arty  tiHainy,  hi^ 
iWtUt>w«tl  the  poison,  the  conse-' 
qnence  of  which  was,  that  he  Ian- 
gui^Hed  scleral  mohths:  and  the 
kdy,  affected  by  his  situation,  gate 
way  16  tiieUnc/faofy,  v^ch  brougltft 
6n  a  conitfu'mption,  that  de()TiTed 
her  of  10^. 


Afher  her  death  Do  la  Fontaine 
obtained  the  governor's  permission 
to  return  to  Europe,  and  lived  for 
some  time  ih  a  splendid  manner  at 
Amsterdam  ;  bat  at  length  deter, 
mined  t6  embark  for  England. 

Having  arrived  in  London,  he 
tofok  degant  lodgings,  Mved  in  the 
style  of  a  gentleman,  and  made  sqt 
veral  gay  connexions. 

Among  his  acquaintance  was 
Zannier,  a  Venetian,  Who  had  been 
obnged  to  quit  his  own  Country' o^ 
account  of  his  irregntaritie^  '  llifs 
man  possesses  such  ad  artful  ad- 
dress, that  De  la  Fontaine  madebidi 
at  all  times  welcome  to  his  table^ 
and  admitted  him  ia  a  considerable 
share  of  his  confidence. 

Zantiier  soon  improved  this  ad- 
Tantage ;  for,  contriving  a  scheme 
With  an  attorney  and  bailiff,  he  pre- 
tended to  have  been  arrested  for 
three  hundred  pounds,  and  pre- 
rail6d  on  his  new  friend  to  bail  him| 
on  thb  assurance  that  he  had  a  good 
estate  in  Ireland,  and  would  pay 
th^' money  biefore  the  return  of  the 
v^fni  but,  ^hen  the  term  arrived^ 
Ont  Hero  was  compelled  to  discharge 
the  debt,'  as  Zannier  did  not  ap- 
peAf. 

Hlthei'to  De  la  Fontaine  had 
been  in  London  without  making 
any  eonneiion  with  the  ladies;  but^ 
there  being  a  procession  of  free- 
masons at  that  time,  he  dressed  him- 
self in  the  most  superb  taste,  and, 
his  chariot  beir^  the  most  elegant 
of  afiy  in  the  procession,  he  was 
particularly  noticed  by  the  spec- 
tators. 

Aniong  th(^  fest.  thb  daOghtei- of 
art  alderman  had  Uer  ctiriosity  s6 
much  excited^  that  she  caused  in. 
qtiiry  to  be  made  i^ho  he  was ;  and 
on  the  following  day  sent  liim  X 
letter,  fnttmating  that  she  should 
be  kt  a  ball  at  Richmond,  where  he 
miglit  hav^  4n  (Sj^pbrtuhlty  ofdanci 
ing:  ii^iffh  her. 
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Our  hero  did  oot  hesitate  to  com- 
plj ;  and,  when  the  ball  was  ended, 
he  receifed  an  inYitatioii  to  4>ii9 
with  the  young  lady  on  the  follow, 
ing  day,  at  her  father's  house.  He 
attended  accordingly  ;  bat  the 
father,  haring  learnt  his  character, 
insisted  that  he  should  decline  his 
visits,  which  put  an  end  to  all  his 
hopes  from  that  quarter.  ' 

The  circumstances  of  our  hero 

l)eing  greatly  reduced,  he  resolred, 

if  possible,  to  repair  them  by  mar. 

riage,  and   was    soon    afterwards 

wedded  to  a  widow  of  considerable 

fortune ;  but  his  taste  for  extra? a. 

gance  rendered  this  fortune  unequal 

to  his  support ;  nor  was  his  conduct 

to  his  wife  by  any  means  generous. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  he  was  at 

ball,   where   he 

nee  with  the  wife 

Fhich  ended  in  a 

I. 

quently  met  at 
108 ;  and  De  la 
written  to  the 
it  to  meet  him  at 
er  fell  into  the 
and,  who  com. 
tents  to  her  bro* 
r  was  sealed  up, 
and  delirered  according  to  its  ad- 
dress. 

The  brothers  agreed  to  go  to  the 
ta?ern,  where  they  told  tue  waiter 
to  show  any  lady  to  them  who 
might  inquire  for  De  la  Fontaine. 

In  a  short  time  the  lady  came, 
and  was  astonished  to  be  intro- 
duced to  her  brother  and  husband  : 
but  the  latter  was  so  affected,  that 
be  promised  a  full  remission  of  all 
that  was  passed,  on  her  promise  of 
future  fidelity.  These  generous 
terms  she  rejected  with  contempt, 
and  immediately  left  the  room. 

De  la  Fontaine,  being  acquainted 
with  this  circumstance,  was  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  the  bus. 
band's  generous  behariour,  and  ad. 


Tised  the  lady  to  return  to  herihitjr. 
At  first  she  insulted  hin  for  bis  ad. 
vice,  but  at  length  thought  proper 
to  comply  with  It 

Our  hero  now  saw  his  own  coa* 
duct  in  an  unfaTorable  light;  oa 
which  he  went  into  the  ooantrj 
with  hb  wife  for  some  tiaie,  t6 
aroid  hb  old  associates,  and  then 
returned  to  London,  determioed  ta 
abandon  his  former  course  of  life.  - 

Unfortunately,  however,  he  had 
not  long  formed  this  reiolulion, 
when  Zannier  went  to  him,  begging 
his  forgiveness  for  obliging  hiaito 
pay  the  debt.  De  la  Fontidne  too 
easily  complied  with  hb  fequcat, 
and  once  more  considered  him  as  a 
friend. 

Zannier  and  De  la  Fontme, 
going  to  a  tavern,  met  with  a  wo. 
man  whom  the  latter  had  formeriy 
known,  and  a  man  who  was  dressed 
in  black.  While  Ih  la  FouUmt 
was  conversing  with  the  woniMiy 
the  stranger  (who  afterwards  ap. 
peared  to  be  a  Fleet  parson)  read 
themarriage.cereaony  from  a  book 
which  he  held  in  his  band;  and  the 
next  week  De  la  Fontaine  was  ap- 
prehended on  a  charge  of  bigapy, 
and  committed  for  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey.  , 

The  villain  Zannier  vbltiog  bim 
in  Newgate,  DeJa  Fontaine  was  s» 
enraged  at  hb  perfidy,  that  he  beat 
him  through  the  press-yard  witfi  a 
broomstick  with  such  severity,  that 
the  turnkey  was  obliged  to  inter- 
pose to  preyent  murder. 

In  revenge  of  this,  Zannier  swore 
that  De  la  Fontaine  had  been  goplty 
of  forgery,  in  imitating  the  hwd- 
wrlting  of  a  gentleman  named-Par- 
ry:  in  consequence  of  which  De  !*• 
Fontaine  was  brought  to  his  trial, 
and  capitally  conricted,  though  a 
gentleman  swore  that  the  writing 
resembled  that.of  Zannier,and  ^here 
was  too  much  reason  to  beli^ve^thfai 
his  hand  committed  the  forgery. 
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Yet  the  jurjr  found  De  la  Fon. 
tiifle  gniltj  ;  the  Court  scnlenced 
ftim  to  death,  and  the  day  was  ap- 
pointed for  his  execution,  fie  was, 
ko^erer,  respited,  and  this  was 
froB  timo  to  time  continued,  dur* 
ii^  6fe  years,  when  ho  was  par- 
^€mA  on  condition  of  transporta- 
ti^. 

-  In  September,  1759,  with  many 
other  conficts,  he  was  shipped  to 
the  Englbh  colony  of  Virginia,  in 
America. 

The  Tillainy  of  Zannicr,  and  the 
come^Bence  of  dissipation  in  the 
Kfe  of  Dc  la  Fontidne,  are  the  cir- 
cnmstances  proper  for  remark  on 


this  occasion.  The  roan  who,  like 
the  former,  could  abuse  the  (^onfi. 
dence  of  a  trusting  friend,  is  un- 
worthy  of  all  pity,  and  deserving 
only  of  general  detestation. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  for* 
gery  could  not  hare  been  fixed  on 
Zannier,  in  which  case  he  would 
probably  bare  met  with  the  due  re* 
ward  of  his  rillainy.  With  regard 
to  De  la  Fontaine,  wcsee  that  a  life 
of  dissipation  ends  only  in  disgrace, 
if  not  in  absolute  destruction.  The 
fate  of  this  man  should  teach  us 
that  the  plain  path  of  virtue  and  re- 
ligion can  alone  be  the  high  road  to 
happiness. 


SAMUEL  HILU 

BZeCUTSD  FOR  MaRDEH. 


This  malefactor  was  a  native  of 
R«ckeridge,  in  Staffordshire,  re- 
ceived a  decent  education,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  shoemaker,  and 
•erved  his  time  with  fidelity. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  servitude 
became  to  J^ndob,  and  worked  as 
a  journeyman  till  he  htrd  saved  about 
tea  pooods :  and  this  instance  of  his 
iadvstry  and  frugality  coming  to 
the  knowledge  of  his  aunt,  who 
livediat  Hawkehurst,  in  Kent,  she 
bequeathed  him  fifty  pounds  by  her 
wifi. 

Oo  tho  death  of  the  aunt  he 
reeeived  the  money,  married,  and 
oommenoed  bosiness  as  a  master  in 
Jieat,  where  he  unfortunately  got 


which  carried  him  io  France,  where 
he  put  himself  under  the  care  of  a 
suri^eon,  and  was  perfectly  cured. 

When  restored  io  health  he  re- 
turned io  England  with  a  quantity 
of  contraband  goods ;  but  the  cus- 
tom-house officers  soon  afterwards 
attacked  him  and  another  smuggler, 
and  took  them  into  custody.  They 
continued  seven  months  in  prison; 
and  were  then  released  by  an  order 
from  the  Exchequer. 

Hill  and  his  associates  now  bought 
a  quantity  of  prohibited  goods,  and 
proceeded  towards  London  to  sell 
them  ;  but,  being  attacked  by  seve- 
ral custom-house  officers  on  the 
Deptford  road,  an  engagement  en- 


connected  with    some    smugglers,'  sued,  in  which  one  of  the  officers 
wlu>  dealt  with  him  for  shoes,  for    w^s  wounded  in  the  lee,  and  the 
wMck.  they  paid  him  in  smuggled 
arti^let. 

Tku  connexfon  was  very  pemi. 
CSMU  ta  HHI  ;■  for  a  pftrty  of  dra- 
goonf  attacluQgthe smuffglert,  and 
lAlt  Inking  part  with  the  latter,  he 
wae  detptrately^.iNMinded.  In  the 
end  tlw  snogglers  were  Tictori. 
ovit^  httil^ly  being  wounded,  was 
oWigad  t»  gee  nn<  board  a  eutter^ 


w^s  wounded  in  the  leg, 
smugglers  got  off,  and  sold  their 
goods  in  London. 

Not  long  after  this  the  smng- 
glers  paid  an  officer  a  sum  of  money 
io  connive  at  their  proceedings; 
instead  of  which  he  laid  an  in- 
formation  against  them;  where- 
upon  they  pulled  down  his  house, 
to  testify  their  revenge.  Thence 
they  went  to  Sandwich,  and  at- 
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ttmpted  to  land  tome  mn  goods ; 
but  a  party  of  dragoons  attacking 
tl^em.  one  of  the  soiuggler9  wat 
WWei  on  the  spot,  on  which  the 
rest  galloped  off  with  the  i^tmos^ 
precipitation,  • 

Not  long  after  this  nffair  the 
Qfficers  made  an  attacjk  on  the 
smugglers  near  Bromley,  when  one 
of  the  latter  was  woundcdi  and 
ihree  horses  were  killed  belonging 
to  the  opposite  party.  The  smug, 
glers  now  vowed  revenge  against 
>  the  eustom-house  officers,  one  of 
whom  they  seized,  and,  conveying 
him  to  the  house  of  Hill,  tr^ted 
him,  for  ten  successive  days,  with 
the  utmost  b.irbarity. 

At  length  they  consulted  whether 
they  should  murder  the  unhappy 
man ;  but,  some  of  them  advising 
t)uit  be  jjiouk)  be,  sent  to  France, 
hfi  .was  conveyed  to  the  sea»side^ 
and  proposals  made  to  take  him  on, 
board  a  cutter :  but  the  master  of 
t^e  vessel,  having  been  formerly 
punished  for  receiving  a  person  on 
board  in  a  similar  situation,  refused 
to  accept  him,  unless  he  would  de« 
cUre  that  it  was  his  free  will  to  go; 
and  this  declaration  not  being  made, 
the  smugglers  beat  him  severely, 
and  then  permitted  him  to  depart. 

.  Soon  after  this  transaction  Hill 
grew  tired  of  his  connexion  with 
t^  smugglers,  and  retired  to  the 
practice  of  his  own  business  ;  a  cir. 
cumstance  that  exasperated  his  late 
associates  to  such  a  degree,  that 
they  robbed  his  house  of  effects  to 
a. considerable  amount,  and  a  bun* 
dred  and  fifty  pQunds  in  cash. 

Distressed  by  this  circumstance^ 
and  appr^enaive  of  farther  conse- 
quences. Hill  determined  not  io{ 
remain  longer  in  tb^  counUyi  and 
therefore  wrpte  a  letter  to  his  si#«, 
ter  in  London^  who  topk  i^  house  for 
hioit  whither  he  removed,  and  soon 
afterwards  l^uried  three  children^ 
who  hud  died  of  tft^  sm#)Upo](»    , 


Hill  went  to  visijt  a  amoggler  W^o 
waa  copfiped  In'  Newgate^  bnt  te4 
formed. a  design  of  effecting  hit 
escape^  whjch  be  cQ(Piimnict^t«d  ta 
Hill,  and  offered  him  a  bundftd 
poundf  to.  assist  him  in*  putting  U 
into. execution,.  The  pro|>osai  wa«» 
that  some  olb^r  s|B«ggl^ra  ;ilioHld 
come  to  Newgate,  with  offena&v^ 
weapona  hid  under  t|ieir  cloture, 
and,  having  s^iaed  the  keepafa, 
should  set  the  prinonefs  at  libertyw 
Hill  endeavored  to  engage  th^ 
unuggl^rs  to  taka  a  part  in  this 
afiair ;  but  they  were  too  cantiooa 
to  embark  in  so  htaardous  as  no* 
der  taking. 

Hill,  however,  was  daring  enough 
to  afford  assistance  to  the  prisoner, 
who  effected  his  escape,  but  was 
not  ^eneraus  enough  to  give  evea 
a  single  shilling  to  his  ageat  Affer 
this  Hill  was  promised  a  sum  «f 
money  to  assist  another  smuggler 
in  making  his  escape  from  New. 
gate ;  in  consequence  of  which  ho 
did  all  In  his  power  to  forward  the 
plan,  but  never  obtained  the  leaat 
gratuity  for  his  trouble. 

Hill's  wife  dying  about  this  timty 
he  seemed  to  decline  all  farthar 
thought  of  acquiring  m4mey  in  a 
dishonest  way;  and,  boardiag  in 
the  house  of  a  widow  woman  at 
Poplar,  obtained  his  living  bj 
working  as  a  journeyman  at  hit 
own  business :  but  at  length  ha  ba* 
came  in  debt  to  hia  landlady,  who 
seized  a  new  SMit  of  clottbea  for 
what  he  owed  her. 

Exasperated  by  thiacireaiaalaiMa* 
Hill,  on  the  fpUowing  momiag,  ai« 
tempted  to  wrest  the  keys  aC  Cba 
h^use  from-  the  waiaan'a  handa: 
but,  pn  h^r  makit^  reslsnanee,  ho 
sctiaed  a  rope  that  lay  by  him,  with 
which  he  strangled  her  so  thai  aha 
expired  immedialaly.  That  being 
done,  ha  robbed  Ika  b««fa,  mi  pti* 
the  atqiea  affaets  on.  bqaid  a  boal^ 
w^i^  wegt  4own  Iha  ria»r :  bfit^ 
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boin^  pvrs»a4,  he  was  fGi»B'taJie», 
nKl'  carried  before  a  iii:igiatralO| 
vbo  «oiMiiitod  Um  to  Nev^^aM* 
,  Being  braQgbi  to  UrmI  at  Ae  tmxt 
tesaloaa  lit  Ihe  Old  Bailej^  bo  w.ai 
capUattj  coAvtcted,  ami  rtceiv^d 
ffMtenDe  ^  deaAh ;  after  which  he 
aobmitted  with  thentaMf t  patieaof 
ta  bi$  (ate,  colfesuiig  that  he  was 
loghly  deaerfing  of  the  igfiomwy 
ibat  hii.conplicaCed  cfimes  had 
bfooght  en  hin. 

He  was  haoged  at  T^bmm  on  this 
1^3d  ef  Mareh,  17^2,  after  caution^ 
m§  the  sarreonding  multitude  to 
leke  warning  by  his  fa  to* 


A  few'wntlB  oeiy  wlirbe-necM^ 
•ary  by  my  ef  reeiaric  On  thc'ttti^ 
and  fate  of  thhtfoalefactor.  ifte 
unhappy  coimeiLioi^  with  the^inNjg. 
glert  Been)!  to  ha?e  hardened  hii 
OMAd)  8o  at  to  have  rendei^edlilfli 
capable. of  the  coaimissiiVn  ef  any 
crime<*-eTefi  o#  the  greatest* ' 

From  hkaahappy end,  th^n,  ire 
ought  to  learn  to'beonitfieua  bow 
i^e  tiolate  the  lawt'of -hotiest^  in 
the  tmalleet  degree,  shtce  such  i\&»> 
lation  too  ofte«  leaida  to  the  pert^ei 
tralion  of  the  most  enorotous  oft 
fencot. 


JOHN  ANDREWS, 

EJLECUTEil  FOR  FOKGEaV. 


This  offender  was  born  in  Essex, 
and,  having  coaimenoed  gramer, 
sent  a  nmaber  of  cattle  to  Smith* 
field  market;  but^  aftee  a  juries  of 
trade  ie  this  way,  he  tailed  to  the 
£a#4  Indies,  where  he  aicqoired  a 
eufBoofti  suoi  to  enable  him  t»  deal 
in  seamen's  tickets  on  hb  return  to 
JSnglahd. 

This  business,  aufficiently  op- 
^tfessire  to  the  poor  sailors,  he 
^rrfed  to  the  height  of  extortion, 
and  frequently  obtained  of  them 
^ty  per  cent  on  the  adrancing 
money  on  their  tickets.  After  thus 
leading  money  for  some  time,  he 
adfentured  on  the  dangerous  prac 
ttoe  of  forging  the  wilts  of  seamrn, 
in  order  to  defraud  their  widowti ; 
and  met  with  a  narrow  escape  at 
Maidatone,  x>ii  a  charge  of  pablbhi. 
iogia  forged  fetter  of  attorney.     - 

Andrews  employed  some  women 
(Of  .his  acquaintance  in' London,  to 
•whom  he  ased  to  give  small  gra». 
iuitiet  to  pcraaaale  the  widows  of 
aeamen;  and  by  their  perjuries  he 
feeqoeatly  acquired  considerable 
epuiSdof  au>ney* 

This  aaode  of  practice  at  length 
brought  hiai  to  dcstriictioo^  as  win 


appear  from  the  fo4lowln|f  narra;. 
tire.  Quarreling  with  a  wbman 
named  Eliaabeth  Nicholls,  wfih 
whom  he  was  connected.  Mows 
ensued,  and  the  woman  determined 
to  be  revenged,  but  diaguised  heir 
sentiments  till  she  had  an  oppor. 
tanity  of  injuring  him  in  the  mort 
essential  manner* 

•  He  applied  to  her  on' a  partlcttlhr 
occasion  to  personate  the  widow  of 
a  seaman  to  whom  thirty  ponn^ 
were  due,  and  to  swear  that*  dbe 
had  a  will  in  her  favour.  The  wo« 
man,  with  a  view  first  to  make  tib 
advantage  of  Andrews,  and  then  to 
betray  him,  did  as  she  was  directed, 
and  signed  her  name  to  a  forged 
will  in  Doctors^  Commons,  in  con^- 
sequence  of  which  Andrews  r^. 
ceived  thirty  pounds  at  the  NatyL 
office,  and  became  possessed  of  the 
seaman's  ticket  for  fovrteen  pounds. 
This  ticket  he  offers  for  sale  ib 
a  man  who  kept  ^n  alehotis^  In 
Oxford  Hoad;  bot  th^  latter*  fe. 
-fused  to  bay  it,  iinleto  ibe  womah 
would  sign  the  receipt  for  it,  whidi 
she  readily  did,  etpc^tVn^  Andrews 
would  give  her  a  good  part  of  the 
money  thas  illegally  obtained  ^buf, 
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on  his  refusal  to  giTe  her  mora 
tbao  half  a  guinea,  she  determioed 
OB  iminediate  refenge.    ^ 

To  carry  her  scheme  into  e£Eec. 
tual  execntloD,  she  went  to  another 
woman  with  whom  Andrews  was 
connected ;  and^  both  of  them  har* 
ing  given  information  againit  him, 
he  was  taken  into  cuttodj,  and 
lodged  in  Newgate. 

As  it  was  presumed  that  hn  of- 
fences had  been  numerous,  the  fol* 
lowing  scheme  wa$  adopted  to  find 
full  eridence  of  his  guilt  The  lord 
mayor  commissioned  a  person  who 
had  formerly  known  him  to  go  to 
Newgate,  and  hint  to  him  that  a 
warrant  would  be  issued  to  search 
his  lodgings.  Andrews,  having  pa- 
pers which  he  thought  it  of  great 
consequence  to  conc^,  desired  his 
supposed  friend  to  pack  them  in  a 
basket,  and  leave  them  with  an  ac- 
quaintance in  the  Minor ies. 

Hereupon  the  prisoner  gave  the 
man  his  keys,  and  he  went  and 
packed  up  the  goods,  and  carried 
them  as  directed.  This  was  done 
to  discover,  if  possible,  whether 
Andrews  had  any  accomplices ; 
that,  if  he  had,  his  guilt  might  be 
the  more  clearly  ascertained  by  pro. 
curing  strong  evidence  against  him. 

When  the  papers  were  deposited 
in  the  Minories,  the  lord  mayor 
issued  a  search  warrant,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  his  officers  found 
aixty-four  forged  wills  and  powers 
of  attorney ;.  but  no  proof  arose 
that  he  had  any  accomplices,  except 
the  women  whom  he  had  employed 
as  hb  agents. 

One  of  these  women,  however, 
deposed  that  she  had  received  above 
iWe  hundred  pounds  for  him,  by 
swearing  to  forged  wills ;  but  that 
half  a  guinea  for  each  perjury  was 
all  the  gratification  she  received* 

Andrews,  who  was  in  possession 
of  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
when  he  was  committed  to  New- 


gate, ba4  no  idea  that  Sttflklent 
evidence  could  be  adduced  of  kit 
guilt ;  but,  when  ho  was  brought  to 
trial,  the  testimony  of  the  two  wo- 
men was  so  positive  agninst  Mai« 
that  the  jury  dkl  not  hesitate  to 
convict  him,  and  sentence  of  dtmtk 
passed  of  covrse. 

His  behaviour  after  conviction 
was  remarkably  morose,  reserved, 
and  untractable.  He  absolutely 
refused  the  good  offices  of  the  Or. 
dioary  of  Newgate,  which  at  first 
caused  a  suspicion  that  he  was  a 
Roman  Catholic;  but,  as  he  was 
not  visited  by  any  priests  of  that 
persuasion,  this  suspicion  wore  off^ 
and  hb  refusal  was  attributed  to 
the  obstinacy  and  gloom  of  his  own 
mind. 

He  refused  to  acknowledge  the 
justice  of  the  sentence  by  which  he 
was  condemned;  alleging,  in  ex. 
cuse  for  his  oondoct,  that,  baviog 
lost  large  sums  of  money  by  aone 
seamen,  he  was  justified  in  endea* 
Toring  to  make  others  pay  the  de- 
ficiency. 

He  seemed  agitated  in  the  highest 
degree  when  he  was  put  into  the 
cart  on  the  morning  of  exeeutioaw 
His  whole  frame  was  convulsed; 
and,  when  at  the  fatal  tree,  despair 
seemed  to  have  taken  possession  of 
his  soul.  He  only  said  a  slH>rt 
prayer,  but  refused  to  address  the 
surrounding  multitude. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the 
23d  of  March,  1762. 

The  crimes  of  this  roan  were  of 
the  greatest  magnitude ,  a  contkiaed 
series  of  fraud  and  rc^bery,  anp. 
ported  by  the  perjuries  of  ignorant 
creatures  whom  he  employed :  and 
it  is  hardly  a  breach  of  charity  to 
say  that  he  was  equally  gttUfy  of 
those  perjuries  with  the  poor 
Wretches  who  actually  comnitled 
them :  perhaps  more  so,  as  ine 
knowledge  must  l>e  supposed  to 
have  been  superior  to  theirs. 
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If  the  Clime  of  forgery  was  I01S 
eaotmoiis  than  it  is,  ooe  wooM 
fliivk  tiie  eseets  of  diuifer  attend- 
Mf  it  wteld  preient  anj  man 
from  being  guilty  of  it*  Fatal 
evfertaaoe,  nevertheleu,  too  fre« 
qoentlj  proves  tlie  contrary. 

Let  Qt  hope,  howerer,  that  the 
fatal  ezamplef  ef  (he  aMny  unhappy 
Tictittt  to  the  rigid  (and  in  this  case 
netettary)  justice  of  their  country 
irill  ha?e  a  good  el&ct  in  future ; 
and  that  this  crime  may  decrease  in 
proportion  as,  for  some  years  past, 
it  has  unliappily  increased,  to  the 
injary  of  many  aa  indiTidnal,  and 


the  otter  rain  of  many  a  worthy 
fWmily. 

H  n  dreadful  to  reflect  ob  the 
▼ast  numbers  Who  have  baoome 
widows  and  orphans  through  the 
horrid  pretalmice  of  this  practice ; 
which,  as  it  is  generally  committed 
by  persons  In  a  rank  of  life  aboTC 
the  Tulgar,  it  is  to  be  hoped  those 
who  may  be  tempted  to  the -com. 
mission  of  it  wHI  ha?e  sense  and 
virtue  enough  to  make  tlie  pro^ 
use  of  these  admonitions,  and  to 
consult  their  own  safety, -while  they 
hafc  a  due  regard  not  to  infringe  oa 
the  property  of  their  neighboots. 


ANTHONY  DE  ROSA, 

EXSCUTED  FOR  BlURDBR. 


This  malefactor  was  the  son  of 
an  Englishman  of  Portuguese  ex- 
traction; but  his  father,  going 
abroad,  settled  in  one  of  the  Ber. 
muda  Islands,  where  he  married  a 
Portuguese  woman,  and  Anthony 
was  the  first  child  of  that  marriage. 

His  fkther,  being  at  different 
times  master  of  scleral  Tesscls 
which  traded  up  the  Mediterra- 
nean, brought  his  son  up  as  a  sea- 
man,  and  he  continued  with  him 
till  the  old  gentleman's  death ;  but, 
when  that  erent  happened,  he  en- 
gaged himself  as  mate  in  another 
Tessel,  in  which  station  he  re- 
mained about  two  years. 

The  ?essel  putting  into  the  port 
of  Lisbon,  De  Rosa  embarked  on 
hoard  an  English  man  of  war  bound 
to  Ireland,  and  afterwards  to  this 
kingdom.  When  the  ship's  crew 
were  paid  off  he  quitted  the  naval 
serrice,  liYed  in  an  idle  manner, 
and  Supported  himself  some  time  by 
forging  seamen's  wills  and  powers. 
After  this  he  became  acquainted 
wHh  Emannel  Dc  Rosa,  and  one 
Pnllagar,  with  whom  he  combined 
in  the  commission  of  robberies. 

On  the  11th  of  June,  1751,  Mr. 
William  Karques,  a  young  gentle-. 


man  who  lifed  in  London,  went  to 
dine  with  his  uncle,  who  kept  an 
academy  at  Hoxton ;  and,  haTing 
staid  to  supper,  left  the  hbuso 
about  a  quarter  after  ten  o'dock; 
on  his  return  to  town. 

Between  eleven  and  twehe 
o'clock  on  the  night  the  mutder 
was  committed,  Mr.  Heodrop,  of 
Hoxton,  was  going  horiie  to  his 
house,  when,  seeing  two  men  stand- 
ing by  a  person  lying  on  the 
ground,  he  asked  what  was  the 
matter ;  to  which  one  of  them  re- 
plied, <  I  believe  there  is  a  gentle- 
man  murdered,'  Mr.  Hcndrop 
took  hold  of  his  hand,  and  found 
ft  warm.  He  then  lifted  up  the 
body  of  the  wounded  man,  who 
seemed  to  attempt  to  speak,-  but 
was  unable.  He  then  observed  that 
the  body  was  bloody,  and  felt  some 
blood  withinshle  the  clothes;  on 
which  he  went  to  a  public  house  in 
the  neighborhood,  wherc^  meeting 
some  men  who  had  a  lantern,  he 
returned  with  them  to  the  spot; 
but  the  party  was  then  dead,  though 
by  the  clothes  it  was  known  to  be 
Mr.  William  Farques;  on  #hlch 
the  body  was  carried  to  the  bouse 
of  his  uncle. 
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Tlie  oorQoer'  tiMk jui  inquMiUda 
on  this  occasion,  when  the  Tcrdlct 
•oftlMJnrj  wa»  ^  Witfalnmrdeiby 
-penoos  unknown/  We  have  meo^ 
tiontd  tkfti  this  affair  b4|»p«ned  oa 
the  nigiit  of  the  1  ith  of  Jfane ;  but 
a  ditcof erj  of  the  perpotratof s  of 
it  did  not  arise  till  abore  six  months 
afterwards. 

On  the  d6th  of  December  Ema- 
■ttcl'  Db  Rosa  wM  apprehended  as 
a  disorderly  person,  and  iodgcd  in 
Bridewell,  where  the  terrors  of  bia 
eonseiienoe  on  the  reieetictfi  of  the 
■lurder  were  so  great,  that  he  de*. 
termined  to  make  a  diseorery  of 
the  affair,  at  once  to  ease  his  mind, 
and  preserve  his  life  by  becoming 
an  e?idence  for  the  crown* 
, , ,  Hafinff  informed  the  keeper  of 
JBrideweU  of  his  inlention,  he  then 
sent  tp  Anthony  De  Rosa  to  come 
and  see  him;  on  which  be  was 
taken  into  custody,  hating  in  his 
pocket  a  knife  with  which  he  had 
stabbed  the  deceased* 

Emanuel  De  Rosa,  hav  ing  given 
in  his  deposition  before  a  magis. 
trate,  was  admitted  an  evidence; 
and,  when  the  trial  came  on  at  (he 
Old  Bailey,  he  swore  to  the  foU 
lowing  particulars : — 

That  ha  had  been  acquainted  with 
the  prisoner  about  three  years,  and 
tad  been  concerned  with  him  in 
forgery,  and  defrauding  people  of 
money  ;  that  the  prisoner  came  to 
bis  lodgings,  near  the  Maypole,  in 
East  Smithlield,  about  nine  o'clock 
4m  the  night  (he  robbery  was  com* 
«aitted ;  that  they  went  together  to 
the  Minpries,  nhere  they  found 
f  ullagar ;  when  all  three  of  them 
wentdowD  Houndsditch^into  Moor- 
£elds,  towards  the  Barking  Dog&,* 
where  many  people  were  then  walk- 
ing. The  prisoner  said  he  wanted 
mooey  that  night,  and  bade  them 
^cqm%  along,  and  aot  be  afraid  of 


my  ilrii^«.  They  walkied  back, 
wardf  and  forwards  for  sometiMe, 
tbinkJag  H  was  too  soon  to  attaok 
any  body,  aa  the  dock  had  mot 
tbeni  struck  ten. 

.  Th*  prisotMur  soon  aftorwiapds 
said  ^  Let  us  cs ost  over  that  Toad/ 
jaeanifig  by  the  Barking  Dogs ;  and 
the  gentleaiaa  i^ho  was  aavderei 
was  ooming  alene  in  the  middle  of 
the. path,  when  the  prisoner  asked 
jum  for  his  money.  Mr.  Farqoas 
aaid,  '  Gentlemen,  I  hare  no  snoaay 
for  rayaelf.'  Upon  this  F«Ua§ar 
gave  him  two  or  three  blows  oa 
the  head  with- a  ilkk)  which  had  a 
piece  of  iron  on  its  head.  Here- 
upon the  gentleman  turned  round, 
on  which  Fullagar  struck  him  on 
the  back  of  the  head )  but,  at  he 
did  not  fall,  Anthony  De  Rosa 
bade  the  evidenpe  hold  his  ara, 
which  he  did,  and  the  other  draw  a 
knife,  and  stabbed  h^m  five  or  m 
times  in  the  breast  and  body,  as 
fast  as  he  could  repeat  the  blows ; 
and  Fullagar  at  the  same  time 
striking  him  near  the  ear,  he  foil 
against  the  pales.,  The  prisoaer 
and  Fullagar  now  searched  bis 
pockets,  and  the  former  produced 
eleven  sbillings  only. 

The  murderers  nofv  went  tofo- 
ther  to  the  Nag's  Head,  on  Tower 
Hill,  and  drank  two  pots  of  beer; 
and  there  the  evidence  received  two 
frhilliogs  as  his  share  of  the  plunder. 
About  ten  o*cIock  the  next  monu 
ing  (he  prisoner  called  on  (be  evi- 
dence, and  bade  him  take  care  of 
himself,  for  that  he  and  Fullagar 
were  going  down  to  Chatham. 

The  reader  is  already  apprised  of 
the  circumt»tance  which  led  tO'  the 
apprehension  of  Anthony  De  Rosa, 
on  whose  trial  the  knife  with  whi^ 
he  had  stabbed  Mr.  Farques,  was 
produced;  yet  he  steadily  deniad 
having  any  concerA  in  the  wicked 


*  This  ranrder  was  coromiUed  within  a  few  ^ards  of  a  public  bouse  cal]ed  the  Barkiog 
Dogs,  opposite  die  late  Mr.  Wbitafield's  tabernacle. 
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Intsa^ttpfi,  and  attend pted  ta  M 
up  a  defeiure,  by  endeafortag  to 
pro¥9  ao  alibh  for  Daiptliy  BJack 
and  her  %qn  fwore  ttiaton  tb^  U(h 
of.  June  the  pvUoner  kf^d  a^caW; 
and  tba  wooian  added  ibat  Nb^ 
gave  bim  a  awcat,  and  that  be  waa 
not  out  of  her  hoMse  one  mkiota 
daring  tbe  whole  day  and  night; 
and  this  latter  cireum^tance  mu 
lihewise  sworn  to  by  the  son. 

No  credit,  however,  wa9  given 
to  the  testimony  of  these  evidences ; 
the  jury  found  the  prisoner  gqilty, 
and  the  Court  directed  that  Dorothy 
Black  and  her  son  should  ba  taken 
into  custody,  to  be  tried  for  per<r 
jury. 

At  the  time  of  trial  the  prisoner 
was  exceedingly  debilitated  by  ill. 
acss ;  but,  lieiog  considerably  re«- 
eorered  in  about  ten  days,  he  was 
advised  to  make  a  full  confession 
of  the  barbarous  fact  for  which  his 
Ufe  was  so  soon  to  pay  the  forfeit, 
and  to  consider  the  consequence  oi 
dying  in  the  solemn  attestation  of  a 
falsehood. 

In  reply  to  this  serious  exhorta* 
tion  he  said  ^  1  am  as  innocent  as 
the  child  unborn ;  and,  being  fart 
ther  urged  on  the  subject,  he  ex* 
claimed  ^  Would  you  hare  me  own 
myself  guilty  of  what  I  know  no 
more  of  than  you  do  J  I  know,  if 
I  be  guilty  and  deny  it,  I  must  send 
my  soul  (o  the  bottom  of  hell,  which 
I  hope  I  know  better  than  to  do.' 


Ho  was  equally  obstinate ;ai!ihe 
place  of  MecttWn  in  deayiilg  llm 
fact  for  which  he  suffiN^i  eolemolj 
declaring  to  the  last  that  be  kaciw 
nothing  of  the  matter* 

Hb  was  banged  at  Tyburn  o»  tW 
i3d  of  Marchi  1769. 

The  horrid  nature  and  titi|iro* 
Tokedncs9  of  the  crime  which  cost 
this  man  hU  lifd  is  almost  without 
example.  To  the  hooour  of  thb 
country  be  it  remarked,  tbaC  tkt 
iestances  of  murder  in  conseqaenoa 
of  robbery  are  fswer  with  us  than 
in  mo4t  of  the  otiier  kingdoms  of 
Europe ;  and  we  hope  they  will  be 
fewer  than  they  have  been. 

The  source  of  De  Rosa's  misfor« 
tunes  appears  to  have  been  idleness ; 
for,  if  be  had  followed  the  lawful 
calling  in  which  he  was  brought 
up,  be  might  have  lived  happy  in 
himself,  and  been  an  useful  member 
of  society :  instead  of  which  he  was 
eut  off  in  the  prime  of  life,  (for  he 
was  only  twenty-eight  years  of  ago 
when  he  suffered,)  and  became  an 
object  of  public  contempt  and  ab« 
horrence. 

Of  all  things,  then,  let  youth 
avoid  idleness:  let  them  coosider 
that  hiduttry  is  the  road  to  rtchet 
and  honour;  let  them  romembar 
and  apply  the  words  of  the  poat:<-« 

<  In  works  of  laboar  or  of  skill, 

I  would  be  busy  too ; 
For  Satan  findi  some  mischief  Milt 
For  idle  hands  tu  fk>«' 


Jt  is  not  the  knowledge  of  navi- 
gation alone  that  qualifies  a  man  to 
hare  command  of  a  ship.  When  life 
and  property  are  committed  to  the 
ab«olute  control  of  a  single  indivi^ 
dual,  he  to  whom  such  trust  is  given 
s|i<^uki  hUp  pf  stess  feeling  and  hn- 
iD^tjr  9  qualities  of  whiph  j^qwcy 
ajN>ntrs  to  have  heen  entv^jr  ^ 
▼ffted* 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  LOWRY, 

EXECUTED  FOU  MURDER. 

Captain,  James  I^wry  was  boro 
in  Scotland,  and,  after  receiving  % 
good  school  education,  was,  at  hia 
own  earnest  request,  bound  appraa^ 
tioa  to  a  master  of  a  vessel,  to  whom 
be  serf ed  the  time  faithfully ;  «^ 
from  M%  good  conduct  soon  himsalf 
became  master  of  a  ship. 

He  bad  just  returned  from  J^^ 
matca,  with  the  cliarga  qt  a  Wes^- 
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f  ndiii  tnlder,  when,  about  the  mid. 
die  of  the  thooth  of  June,  1751,  ap*' 
poared  in  thedail)^  paperi  a  remark- 
able adfertisement;  with  ten  signa- 
tures thereto^  offering  a  rewai^  of 
ten  guineas  for  apprehending  James 
Lowry,  late  master  of  the  Mollj,  a 
nerehant'Ship  recently  arrired  from 
Jamaica,  who  was  charged  by  teii 
of  liis  crew  with  the  cniel  murder 
of  Renith  Hossack,  foremast-man, 
in  his  passage  home,  on  the  d4th 
of  December  last,  by  ordering  his 
two  wrists  to  be  tied  to  the  main 
shrouds,  and  then  whipping  him  till 
lie  expired* 

To  this  Captain  Lowry  replied 
by  charging  his  crew  with  depriTing 
him  of  his-  command  of  the  said  ship 
on  the  30th  of  the  said  month,  and 
tarrying  her  into  latbon,  where  the 
British  consul  reinstated  him  in  his 
command,  and  sent  the  ten  sub- 
seribing  men  home  prisoners ;  and 
that  he  was  ready  to  surrender 
when  a  court  should  be  appointed 
for  fab  trial,  nothing  indeed  pre- 
▼onting  his  doing  so  immediately  but 
the  thoughts  of  lying  in  gaol  under 
the  detectable  name  of  a  murderer. 
•'  The  crew  rejoined,  in  another 
advertisement,  that  Lowry  did  not 
only. murder  ihB  said  Hossack,  as 
appears  by  the  affidarits  of  (he  ten 
subscribers,  sworn  before  John 
Russell,  Esq.  the  British  consul  at 
Lisbon,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty ;  but  in 
the  said  passage  did  use  Peter  Bright 
and  John  Grace  so  cruelly  that  they 
died ;  and,  still  continuing  his  bar- 
barity to  every  man  in  the  ship, 
broke  the  jaw-bone  and  one  of  the 
ingers  of  William  Dwight,  and 
fractured  thie  skull  of  William 
Waum. 

•  They  admitted  that  they  (the 
subscribers)  had  been  sent  from  lis- 
bon  to  England  by  the  said  llritish 
consul ;  but  this  was  done  in  con- 
sequence of  a  pretended  ehari^e  of 
piracy  s%orn  against  them  by  Low- 


ry, as  the  only  meana  he  had  to 
screen  himself  from  justice;  foir  die 
sake  of  whlcb,  and  to  deter  other 
mmUfn  of  ships  from  exercising  the 
like  barbarides  at  sea,  they  re* 
peated  their  reward,  which  they  de- 
podtisd  in  proper  hands  for  appre- 
hending the  murderer. 

These  advertisements  naturally 
exdted  public  curiosity,  and  f^wrj 
was  apprehended j  and  brought  to 
trial  at  the  Admiralty  Sessfdns  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  on  the  18th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1759,  for  the  wilful  mur- 
der of  Kenith  Hossack. 

James  Oatherah,  mate  of  the 
vessel,  deposed  that  they  left  Ja. 
maica  on  the  98th  of  October, 
1750,  having  on  board  fourteen 
hands ;  that  on  the  94th  of  Decern- 
ber  he  came  on  deck  between  four 
and  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  saw* 
the  deceased  tied  up,  one  arm  to 
the  haulyards,  and  the  other  to  the 
main  shrouds,  when  the  prisoner 
was  beating  him  with  a  rope  about 
an-  inch  and  a  half  in  thickness. 
This  deponent  returning  again  in 
half  an  hour,  the  deceased  begged 
to  be  let  down  on  a  call  of  nature. 
The  captain  being  now  below,  Ga- 
therah  obtaineil  his  permission  to 
release  him  for  the  present,'bfit  was 
to  tie  him  up  again  ;  but,  when  let 
down,  he  was  unable  to  stand; 
which  being  made  known  to  Low- 
ry, he  said,  *  Damn  the  rascal,  he 
shams  Abraham  ;'  and  orderefdthim 
again  to  be  tied  up.  This  was 
done,  but  he  was  not  made  so  fast 
as  before,  which  the  captain  observ- 
ing, ho  ordered  his  arms  to  be  ex- 
tended to  the  full  stretch,  and,  tak* 
ing  the  rope,  beat  him  on  the  back, 
breast,  head,  shoulders,  face,'  and 
temples,  for  about  half  an  hour, 
occasionally  walking  about  to  take 
breath. 

About  six  o'clock  he  huog  back 
his  head,  and  appeared  motionless ; 
on  which  Lowry  ordered  him- to  be 
cut  down,  and  said  to  Gatherah 
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<  I  ,ani  afraid  .Kenny  is  dead/ 
Gath^rah  replied  >  I  am  sorry  for 
it,  bat  hope  not'  Gatberah  tiien- 
felt  his  pulse ;  but  finding  no  motion, 
there,  or  at  his  heart,  said,  ^  I  am 
afraid  he  is  dead,  indeed ;'  on  which 
the  captain  ga?e  the  deceased  a  slap 
oa  the  Cace,  and  exclaimed  <  Damn 
hull,  he  is  only  shamming  Abraham 

BOW,* 

On  this  the  decea^  was  wrapped 
up  ia  a  sail,  and  carried  to  the 
steerage,,  where  Lo wry  whetted  a 
penknife,  and  Gatherah  attempted 
to  bleed  him,  but  without  effect. 

Gatherah  deposed,  farther,  that 
the  deceased  bad  been  ill  of  a 
fever,  but  was  then  rocovering,  and, 
though  not  well  enough  to^go  aloft, 
was.  able  to  do  many  parts  of  his 
duty, 

Gatherah  likewise  deposed  to  the 
tyranny  and  cruelty  of  the  captain 
to  the  whole  ship's  coiupaoy,  cx« 
cept  one  James  Stuart;  and  garc 
several  instances  of  his  inhumanity, 
particularly  that  of  his  beating  them 
With  a  stick  which  ho  called  ^  The 
Royal  Oak's  foremast.' 

It  was  asked  of  Gatherah  why, 
Lowry  was  not  confined  till  the 
90th.  of  December,  as  the  murder 
of  Hossack  took  place  on  the  34th : 
to  wHich  he  answered  that  the 
ship's  crew  had  been  uneasy,  and 
proposed  to  confine  the  captain ;. 
but  that  he  (Gatherah)  represented 
the  leaky  condition  of  the  ship, 
which  nwde  it  necessary  that  two 
pumps  should  be  kept  going  night 
and  day  '  and  the  ship's  crew  were 
so  sickly,  that  not  a  hand  could  be. 
oooveniently  spared:  that  he  be. 
liered  the  captain  would  be  warned 
by  what  he  had  done,  and  treat  the 
rest  of  the  crew  better  during  the 
remainder  of  the  Toyage ;  that 
Lowry  could  not  escape  from  the 
ship ;  and  that,  on  their  arrlfal 
in  Eiiglandi  he  mighty  be  charged 


with  the.mnrdar  before  aay  nuu* 
gistrate* 

The  seamen  were  satisfied  byi 
these  arguments;  but,  Lowry  cos* 
tinning  hiji  sereritias,  it  was  delem. 
mined  to  deprive  him  of  his  com^ 
mand,  andconfiae  him  to  thecabis. 
At  length  the  ship  became  so  leaky, 
that  they  did  not  .expect  to.lirar 
from  night  till  morning ;  and  thei 
men  quitted  the  pomps,  and.  took; 
a  solemn  farewell  of  each  other:. 
but  Gatherah  advised  thtmtp.te^ 
new  their  endeavours  to  «aiw:4he 
vessel,  and  to  steer  for  the  port  of 
Lisbon.  .,    ,. 

This  advice  was  followed;  aodyi 
having  arrived  off  t)ie  rock  of  Umi^. 
bon,  they  haisted  a  signal/ for.  a 
pilot,  and  one  coming  off  ia  a> 
fishing.boat,  found  that  they  had 
no  product,*  on.  which  he  declined 
conducting  them  into  port ;  but  by. 
this  pilot  the  captain  sent  a. letter, 
to  the  British  consul,  infomingi 
him  that  the  crew  had  mntinied  ;• 
on  which  the  consul  came  on  hoard^ 
put  ten  of  the  seaonen  ander  arrest,: 
and  sent  them  to  England.on  board 
a  man  of  war,  then  bound  homMS-- 
wards. 

The  statement  m^e  by  Qathenh' 
to  the  consul  corresponded .  with: 
that  given  by  him  in  evidence  at  the: 
Old  Bailey »  During  theyoyaga 
the  crew  of  Lowry's  ship  worked, 
their  passage ;  and,  .on  their  arrtvalt 
in  England,, though  they  wer^  conu.i 
mitted  to  the  keeper  of  tbeMaff-. 
shalsca  prison,  they  had  liberty  toi 
go  out  when  they  pleased,  a|sd. 
considered  themselves  only  as  evi* 
dences  against  Lowry. 

The  rest  of  the  crew,  who  weror 
examined  on  the  trial,  gaye  testi-. 
mooy  corresponding  with  that, of. 
Gatherah;  and  declared  that  the 
deceased  was.  sober  and  honest., 
Soqse  questions  were  ai^^ed,  if  they; 
thought  Lowry's  ill  treatment  was 


*  H)ut  is,  they  h*d  no  effects  to  dwpeeeof. 
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tim.  OMKIM  of  iUMitk*!  deftth. 
Th^j  replied  there  was  no  doubt  of 
it;  <  it  wMrid  haf«  kilM  him  had 
h^  beea  in  g«od  health  and  streogth, 
or  the  stoutest  man  living.' 

It  DKij  be  proper  to  mention  that 
Lowvj,  hating  taken  men  on  board 
to  work  bit  ship  to  England^  ar- 
rired  soon  after  his  accusers ;  but 
tliey  having  given  proYiouiinforma* 
tlbn  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
a  reward  was  offered  for  apprcw 
bonding  hndi  he  remained  some 
tiitfe  concealed ;  but  at  length  he 
iNui  discovered  by  a  thief.taker. 
who  took  him  into  custody,  ana 
mieolved  ten  guineas  from  the  mar- 
tM'of  the  admiralty. 

By  way  of  defence  Lowry  ad^ 
diressed  himself  to  the  Court  in  the 
iWlowIng  terms  >^ 

*  My  lord,  and  gentfemen  of  the 
jiry,  my  case  is  exceedingly  hard ; 
the  witnesses  that  have  been  pro* 
duoed  against  me  have  agreed  to 
fwear  this  murder  upon  me,  well 
knoiwing  that,  if  they  do  not  take 
away  my  life,  thetr  own  will  be 
n  danger,  as  1  hope  to  make  ap. 
pint*  In  October,  1750,  I  set 
sail  from  Jamaica  in  the  Molly,  of 
wMcb  1  was  commander,  with 
thirteen  hands,  besides  myself,  on 
board :  we  were  bound  for  London. 
I  had  not  been  hmg  at  sea  ere  I 
ibnntf  that  I  hftd  got  a  set  of  the 
most  wicked,  drunken,  idle  fel- 
]ow9  that  ever  came  into  a  ship.  I 
hnd  great  apprehensions  that  they 
intended  to  run  away  with  the  ship ; 
ain«  so  t  told  CapUin  Dalton,  of  the 
Nwffcy,  who  came  from  Jamaica 
with  me,  and  begged  be  wonid  keep 
me  company,  and  observe  what 
comrsc  we  kept.  This  the  witness 
6*th«nrah  knew,  if  he  would  bave 
been  honest  and  spoke  the  tmth  ; 
but  he  has  sworn  with  a  halter 
afewnt  hb  neck.  Often,  when  f 
awaked,  I  found  they  had  altered 
the   ship's    course   while    I    was 


asleep ;  and  Ghttberab,  who  wit  Ay 
chief  mate^  often  Insulted  me,  Mi 
used  me  ^  very  ill,  that  I  waa 
obliged  to  turn  him  out  of  my  mess, 
and  forbid  him  my  cabin.  Roberts, 
my  second  mate,  having  mm,  ho 
would  sell  it  to  the  men,  notwitb^ 
standing  I  forbid  him  often,  by 
which  means  they  were  scarcely  eter 
sober.  Our  ship  being  leaicy,  wO 
were  obliged  to  keep  continually 
pnmpihg;  and  some  of  the  meiK 
being  sick,  occasioned  by  ttieir 
drinking  so  much  rum,  I  could  ooC 
but  be  very  angry  with  Roberts  for 
condnuing  to  supply  the  men  with 
liquor. 

*  On  the  2Sd  day  ot  December, 
though  the  witnesses  swear  the 
34th,  one  of  the  men  had  lost  a 
bottle  of  rum,  and  I  was  infomed 
the  decea$ed  had  taken  and  drnnk 
it ;  at  the  same  time  William  Wnnm 
came  to  me,  and  complained  he  had 
lost  a  note,  and  believed  that  Kenkb 
Hossack  had  stole  it  (though  be 
denies  he  said  it  now) ;  upon  which 
I  called  thef  deceased  upon  deck, 
to  examine  him,  and  found  he  was 
so  drunk  he  was  scarcely  able  to 
stand ;  therefore  I  ordered  him  i» 
be  tied  to  the  raHs  of  the  ship  tHI 
he  was  sober ;  for  if  he  bad  gome 
down  to  his  cabin  be  would  have 
got  more  rum,  and  so  endangeredl 
his  life,  he  having  been  sick  with 
drinking  before.  The  deceased 
being  a  comical  fellow,  I  took  n 
bit  of  rope,  and  flourished  it  three 
times  ronnd,  gave  him  a  sti^ke  or 
two  upon  the  breech,  not  SO  hard* 
as  to  hurt  him,  more  than  I  do  thisr 
book  (striking  his  hand  gently  on* 
the  log-book  that  lay  on  the  bar>: 
after  he  had  been  tied  some  timo  ti^' 
the  rails,  he  fell  backwards,  end 
foamed  at  the  month:  I  then  cut 
him  loose,  and  he  feH  down,  arid  I 
htliere  Ms  bein^  intoliditdd,  and 
struggltng^o  get  loose,  inightsuffo. 
calehim.  IdMalllcoiildtorecover 
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bitn,  i»  th^wHnesM*  agailmtiffe  hvtt 
tfltowfd.  I  WM  fiot  then  charged 
with  mvr^ering  the  iteeeased ;  nor 
did  I  bear  any  thing  of  such  a 
dMfge  tin  five  or  six  days  after  Hod. 
tack^sdeath,  when  they  deprlted  tne 
of  theeomniand,  confined  me,  seized 
tbe  ship,  altered  her  course,  which 
was  for  England,  and  carried  her 
to  Lttbom.  1  had  prepared  a  letter 
to  send  ^shore,  by  the  first  boat  that 
eaane  on  b6ard,  to  the  English  con. 
sol)  informing  him  of  the  situation 
]  was  in  ;  who  came  on  board,  ex. 
anined  as  all,  and  rtin^tatcd  me  in 
tbe  command  of  the  ship,  which  I 
brought  home  safe  to  England. 
Tbe  witnesses  were  sent  home  pri:. 
soners  on  board  a  man  of  war, 
upon  my  accusation  of  mutiny  and 
I^racy.  It  cannot  be  supposed  the 
coosol  wonM  have  tuisted  me  with 
tbe  command  of  the  ship,  If  I  had 
been  under  the  charge  of  murder.' 

After  the  cvivience  was  recapU 
tolated  by  titc  judge,  the  jury  re. 
tired  for  about  half  an  hour,  and 
tben  delWered  their  rerdfct,  that 
the  prisoner  was  guilty;  on  which 
bo  receired  sentence  of  death,  and 
orders  were  given  for  his  being 
Kfibg  in  chains. 

After  conviction  Lowry  behared 
with  great  apparent  courage  and 
fesolatton  till  a  smith  came  to  take 
measure  of  him  for  his  chains ; 
when  he  fainted  aiway,  fell  on  his 
bed)  and  was  measured  while  In. 
aemible.  On  his  recovery,  he  said 
fliat  it  was  the  disgrace  of  a  public 
exposure  that  Had  affected  him,  and 
not  the  fear  of  death. 


Onthe35tti  of  MttfA,  atbrtf  past 
fiiboin  tbe  tHoroIng^  tbe  uttftH^tiaib 
contiet  was  bfooght  out  of  NeiK 
gale,  to  undergo  the  seutettoe  of  the 
law.  On  seeing  the  carl  which  was 
to  convey  him  to  the  gallows*  he 
became  pale,  but  soon  recovered  a 
degree  of  serenity  of  countenance. 
He  bad  on  a  scarlet  doak  owra 
momfng  gown,  and  a  brownf  wig 
of  the  colour  of  his  eyebrows.  His 
eyes  were  very  bright  and  pierdn^, 
biv  features  regffbif  and  agreeable, 
and  by  no  iheaus  evincing  tbe 
cruelty  of  his  disposition,  ile  was 
five  fbet  seven  Inches  in  staturtf, 
well  proportioned,  and  about  forty 
yeats  of  age.  His  behaviour  was 
quite  composed  and  undaunted. 
Before  the  cart  was  carried  a  silver 
oar  of  a  very  antique  form. 

The  dreadful  procession  bad  not 
moved  many  yards  before  the  po» 
pulace  began  to  express  their  indig- 
nation at  the  culprit.  Some  saifors 
cried  oat  •  Where  is  your  Royal 
Oak's  foremast?'  others  vocife. 
rated  ^  He  is  shamming  Abraham  f 
and  with  such  tauntingy  and  re*. 
Tillngf  was  he  drawn  to  JBxecution 
Dock ;  near  which  a  number  of 
sailors  being  collected,  they  poured 
execrations  on  his  devoted  head. 

He  was  then  taken  out  of  the 
cart  and  placed  upen  a  scaffold 
under'  the  gallows j  where  he  put 
on  a  white  cap.  He  prayed  very 
devoutly  with  the  Ordlnai»y  of 
Newgate  about  a  quarter  of  ati 
hour:  then,  giving  the  erecufionet 
his  money  and  watch,  the  platform 
fell. 


M^CANNELLY  AND MORGAN, 

Bl^ECUTUD  rOU  aORGEAAir* 

As'tbe  time  of  harvest  approaches  cfops  <Jf  cotn,  -where  fhey  reedt* 

nuMbers  of   tbe   lowest    order  of  better  wages,  and  Hve  better,  that* 

IHbb*  eoitjeover  to  the  wearcst  eoun-  iii  their  own  country.    They  wouM 

ties  In  England,  to  ofibf  tbeUistlves  prove  of  infinite  service,  could  they 

f6r  bbre^  iu'  getting  in  the  bay  and  be  kept  to  common  honesty^  but 
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tkey  hxt  genemll/  a  fitUdi  forodous, 
aad  koavAsh  set,  and  pnix  among  the 
induitrious  and  hone»t,  for  the  pur. 
poM  of  plonderiog  their  employeia. 

The  numerous  depredations  com- 
mitted during  the  gathering  of  the 
hirTest,  more  than  at  other  seasons, 
leaTo  little  doubt  of  this  fact ;  and 
fanners  are.  therefore  become  ex- 
tremely cautious  ^hom  they  hire. 

Mr.  Porter,  a  wealthy  farmer  of 
Cheshire,  had  engaged  a  nun^ber  of 
these  pepple,  in  the  year  1751,  in 
his  harTcst-fields.  One  e? ening  bis 
house  was  beset  by  the  gang  abore 
mentioned,who  forcibly  broke  open 
his  doors,  adtanced  to  him  while  at 
his  supper-table,  seized,  and  bound 
higd  with  cords,  at  the  same  time 
with  horrid  threats  demanding  his 
money. 

They  also  seized  hb  eldest  daugh- 
ter, pinioned  her,  and  obliged  her 
to  show  them  where  her  father's 
money  and  plate  w^re  deposited. 
In  the  confusion,  the  youngest 
daughter,  an  heroic  little  girl  of  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  made  her  escape, 
ran  into  the  stable,  got  astride  the 
bare  back  of  a  horse,  only  hal. 
ter^ ;  but,  not  daring  to  ride  past 
the  house,  beset  by  the  rogues,  she 
galloped  over  the  fields,  leaping 
hedges  and  ditches,  to  Pulford,  to 
inform  her  eldest  brother  of  the 
danger  they  were  in  at  the  Tillsge. 
He,  and  a  friend  named  Cra? en,  de- 
termined on  attacking  the  villains, 
and  for  that  purpose  set  oflf  at  full 
speed,  the  little  girl  accompanying 
them. 

On  ehtering  his  paternal  roof, 
the  son  found  one  of  the  villains  on 
guard,  whom  he  killed  so  instanta- 
neously that  it  caused  no  alarm* 
Proceeding  to  the  parlour,  they 
found  the  other  four  in  the  very  act 
of  setting  his  father  on  the  fire,  af« 
ter  robbing  him  of  fourteen  guineas, 
in  order  to  extort  more.  They  had 
stripped  down  his  breeches  to  his 


feet,  and  his  eldest  dang bter  was  oa 
her  knees,  supplicating  for.  bis  life. 

What  a  sight  was  this  for  a  son  I 
Like  an  enraged  lion,  and  backed 
by  his  brave  friend,  he  flew,  opon  the 
Tillains,  who  fired  two  pistils,  aiM 
wounded  both  the  father  and  the 
son,  and  a  servant-boy  whom  thejr 
had  also  bound,  but  not  so  as  to 
disable  them,  for  the  son.  wrested  a 
hanger  from-  one  of  them,  cleft  the 
villain  to  the  ground,  and  cut  the 
others. 

The  eldest  daughter  having  un- 
bound her  father,  the  old  man  united 
his  utmost  efforts  by  the  side  of  his 
son  and  friend;  and  so  hard  did 
they  press,  that  the  thieves  jumped 
through  a  windpw,  and  ran  off. 

The  young  men  pursued,  and 
seized  two  more  on  Chester  Bridge, 
who  dropped  a  silver  tankard.  The 
fifth  got  on  board  a  vessel  at  Liver- 
pool, of  which  bis  brother  was  the 
cook,  and  bound  for  the. West  In- 
dies ;  which  sailed,  but  was  dri?eo 
back  by  adverse  winds. 

The  account  of  the  robbery,  with 
the  escape  of  the  remaining  villain, 
having  reached  Liverpool,  a  king's 
boat  searched  every  vessel,  and  at 
length  found  the  robber,  by  the 
wounds  he  had  received,  and  sent 
him  in  fetters  to  Chester  g^ol. 

Mr.  Porter  had  a  servant.man  in 
the  house  at  the  time,  a  country- 
man of  the  rubbers,  who  remained 
an  unconcerned  spectator,  and,  iif. 
terwards  running  away,  was  also 
sent  to  prison,  charged  witji  being 
an  accomplice.  They  were  brought 
to  trial  at  Chester  assizes,  in  March^ 
1752,  and  condemned. 

Boyd,  on  account  of  his  youth, 
and  his  having  endeavored  to  pre- 
vail upon  tlie  others  not  to  murder 
Mr.  Porter,  had  bis  sentence. of 
death  refnitted  for  transportati^o.  . 

The  hired  serrant  of  Mr.  Porter 
^as  not  prosecuted. 

Two  or  three  days  previous  t» 
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fluit  fited  Ibr  eiecotldn^  Stanlty 
slipped  off  his  irons,  and,  changing 
his  dreM,  escaped  out  of  gao],  and 
got  clear  off. 

On  the  <t5\h  of  Maj,  1752, 
M^CaiHielly  and  Morgan  were 
hrought  out  of  prison,  in  order  to 
ht  httoged.    Their  behanour  was  as 


decent  as  coald  be  etpected  froAi 
such  low-bred  men.  They  both  de. 
dared  that  Stanley,  who  escaped, 
wasthe  solec  ontri?er  of  the  rob. 
bery.  • 

They  died  in  the  Catholic  faith, 
and  were  attended  by  a  priestof  that 
persuasion. 


WILLIAM  STROUD, 

WHIPPED  FO^  SWINDLING. 


Had  thb  man's  offence  been  com*. 
Bitted  in  •Russia,  his  punishment 
would  hare  been  such  as  well  might 
•erre  for  the  sake  of  eiample.  It 
Is  there  Tory  serere,  while  (through 
the  iDStrumentality  of  a  guinea  or 
so)  it  is  often  too  leniently  inflicted 
in  England. 

The  knout  of  Russia  would  be 
wen  applied  to  the  shoulders  of  an 
English  swindler.  The  instrutnent 
with  which  whipfnng  is  inflicted  in 
Russia  is  made  o(  leather  curiously 
twisted,  and  brought  to  a  fine  end 
like  wMpcord :  wUh  this  whip  the 
eieentioDen  dexterously  carry  off 
a  slip  of  skin  from  the  neck  to  the 
bottom  of  the  back,  laid  bare  t6 
the  waist;  and,  repeating  their 
blows,  in  n  little  while  rend  away 
all  the  skin  off  the  back  in  parallel 
stripes.  In  the  common  knout,  the 
criminal  r^celfes  the  lashes  sus- 
pended on  the  back  of  one  of  the 
esecntioners ;  but  in  the  great 
knont,  which  is  generally  used  on 
the  same  occasions  as  racking  on 
the  wheel  in  France,  the  criminal 
is  hoisted  into  the  air  by  means  of 
a  palley  fixed  to  the  gallows,  a  cord 
fastenod  to  the  two  wristf  tied  to. 
gethOTy  and  another,  of  a  crucial 
fena,  nnder  hAs  breast  Some^mes 
Ms  bands  are  tied  behind,  ofer  his 
bnek  ;  and  when  he  is  pulled  up  in 
tUt  position,  his  sbonlders  are  dis- 
ioented.  The  executioners  make 
^b  punisbmevt  more  or  less  cruel ; 
and  it  is  said  are  so  dexterous,  that, 

TOL.  II. 


when  a  criminal  is  condemned  to 
die,  they  can  make  him  expire  at 
pleasure,  either  by  one  or  scTcral 
lashes. 

As  we  shall  have  ample  room  left 
to  comment  on  the  all.4iccomplished 
swindlers  of  modern  times,  and  as 
no  mode  of  thie? ing  has  made  so 
rapid  a  progress  as  this,  we  shall 
only  here  obserTC  that  Stroud  dis* 
played  such  dexterity  in  the  infa* 
mous  art  as  to  keep  his  neck  out  of 
the  halter,  which,  before  swindliog 
had  arrifcd  at  its  present  degree  c^ 
perfection,  required  considerable 
abilities. 

This  spedons  robber  was  well 
born  and  educated,  but  very  early 
in  life  took  to  little  tricks  of  cheat, 
ing)  which  sufficiently  marked  hb 
cluiracter.  When  but  a  school, 
boy,  he  used  to  purloin  blank  leates 
from  the  books  of  his  companions^ 
and  was  remarkable  for  robbing 
them  of  their  marbles. 

This  duposition  continued  while 
he  was  an  apprentice ;  and  at  length 
he  embark^  in  business  for  himself: 
but  he  had  not  been  long  a  master 
before  he  considered  tiade  as  a 
drudgery ;  on  which  he  sold  off 
his  stock,  took  lodging  in  Bond 
Street,  and  assumed  the  charadeir 
of  a  fine  gentleman* 

He  now  lived  in  a  most  expen- 
siTe  manlier^  snpplying  the  extra- 
Tugances  of  women  of  ill  fame; 
which  soon  redndng  him  to  indi- 
gent ciroumstanceS)  he  fixed  on  a 
44 
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plan  of  defrauding  inditiduab ;  for 
which  purpose  he  got  credit  with  a 
tailor  for  some  elegaot  softs  of 
apparel|  took  a  genteel  house,  and 
hired  some  servants ;  thus  imposing 
himielf  upon  the  public  as  a  man  of 
Jarge  estate. 

An  extensive  credit,  and  splen- 
did mode  of  lit ing,  were  the  conse. 
quenc^s  of  his  elegant  appearance; 
but,  some  tradesmen  bringing  in 
bills  which  he  was  equally  unable 
and  unwilling  to  discharge,  he  sold 
off  his  household  furniture,  and  pri. 
Tately  decamped. 

He  now  took  handsome  lodgings 
in  Bloomsbury ;  and,  dressing  him. 
self  in  velvet  clothes,  pretended  to  be 
the  steward  of  a  nobleman  of  high 
rank.  lie  likewise  took  a  house  in 
Westminster,  in  which  he  placed  an 
agent,  who  ordered  in  goods  as  for 
ihe  nobleman ;  and  the  tradesmen 
who  delivered  those  goods  were  di. 
rected  to  leave  their  bills  for  the 
eiamination  of  the  steward  ;  but 
the  effects  were  no  sooner  In  pos- 
session than  they  were  sold  to  a 
broker,  to  the  sheer  loss  of  the  re. 
spective  tradesmen. 

Stroud  used  to  traTel  into  the 
country  in  summer,  and,  having 
learned  the  names  of  London  traders 
with  whom  people  of  fortune  dealt, 
he  used  to  write  in  their  names  for 
goods  ;  but,  constantly  meeting  the 
waggons  that  conveyed  them,  ge. 
nerally  recelred  the  effects  before 


they  reached  the  pUces  to  wUch 
they  were  directed. 

It  would  be  endless  to  menUoo 
all  the  frauds  of  which  he  was 
guilty.  London  and  the  country 
were  equally  laid  under  contribu. 
tion  by  him  :  and  jewellers,  watcb^ 
makers,  lacemen,  tailors,  drapers, 
upholders,  silversmiths,  silk  mer- 
cers, hatters,  hosiers,  &c.  were  by 
turns  dupes  to  hb  artifices. 

It  was  impossible  for  a  man  pro* 
ceeding  in  this  manner  to  evade 
justice,  lie  was  at  length  appre* 
hended  as  a  common  cheat,  and 
committed  to  the  Gatehouse,  WesU 
minster.  On  his  examination,  a 
coachmaker  charged  him  with  de* 
frauding  him  of  a  gilt  chariot ;  a 
jeweller,  of  rings  to  the  amount 
of  a  hundred  pounds;  a  tailor,  of 
a  suit  of  velvet  trimmed  with  gold; 
a  cabinet-maker,  of  some  valaable 
goods  tn  his  branch;  and  several 
other  tradesmen  of  various  articles. 

The  grand  jury  having  found  bills 
of  indictment  against  him,  he  was 
tried  at  the  Westminster  sesslooS| 
when  crowds  of  witnesses  who  had 
been  duped  and  plundered  by  him 
appeared  to  gire  their  evidence;  aud 
be  was  Instantly  found  guilty. 

The  Court  sentenced  him  to  hard 
labour  in  Bridewell  for  sixmonths^ 
and  in  that  time  to  be  whipped 
through  the  streets  six  times,  which 
was  inflicted  with  the  sererity  in. 
tended. 


ELIZABETH  JEFFRIES  AND  JOHN  SWAN, 

EXECUTED  Foil  MURDER. 

The    unfortunate   Mr.  Jefl'ries    after  his  death. 


had  been  a  butcher  in  London,  and 
had  acquired  such  an  ample  fortune 
as  to  enable  him  to  retire  to  Walt* 
hamstow.  The  only  thing  he 
wanted  to  complete  his  happiness 
was  a  child,  to  be  the  companion  of 
his  age,  a  partaker  of  his  fortune 
while  living,  and  an  inheritor  of  it 


Accordingly  he 
took  his  brother's  daughter,  Elisa- 
beth Jeffries,  used  her  like  a  pa- 
rent,  and  left  her  by  will  almost  hb 
whole  estate.  He  frequently  men* 
tioned  this  as  an  inducement  to  her 
to  be  dutiful ;  but,  when  she  became 
negligent  in  her  behaviour^  he  de. 
clarcd  his  intention  to  alter  his  wilU 
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if  Ae  did  not  alter  lier  condvct. 
This  she  detertiined  to  pretent  by 
cooipfttdDg  his  death.  John  Swan, 
to  whom  Mr.  Jeffries  had  been  a 
▼ery  kind  master,  till  he  was  of- 
fended at  his  familiarity  with  his 
niece,  meditated  this  ? illalhy  in  con. 
junction  with  her ;  and  they  found 
a  simple  fellow,  one  Matthews,  that 
Mr.  Jeffries  had  employed,  whom 
they  thought  a  proper  person  to 
accompibh  their  rillainy.  This  man 
for  a  time  rejected  their  proposals, 
till  at  last  promises  of  a  considerable 
reward  staggered  him,  but  did  not 
produce  the  desired  effect;  for, 
when  the  execution  was  to  be  per- 
formed, the  far  ours  he  had  receired 
from  hb  master  obliged  him  to  re- 
fuse  it,  and  no  threats,  no  abuses 
or  temptations  whatever,  could 
tempt  him  to  alter  his  resolution. 

A  dreadful  outery  being  heard  at 
Walthamstow,  about  two  o'clock 
In  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July, 
1751,  Mr.  Buckle,  a  near '  neigh- 
bour of  Mr.  Jeffries,  awaked  his 
wife,  whp  said,  « It  is  Mbs  Jeffrles's 
tongue.'  Mrs.  Buckle  then,  going 
to  the  window,  said, « There  is  Miss 
Jeffries  in  her  shift,  without  shoe 
or  stocking,  at  a  neighbour's  door.' 
Mr.  Buckle,  going  to  her,  asked  her 
the  reason  of  her  appearance  In  that 
manner ;  to  which  she  saki,  ^  Oh  1 
they  have  kiUed  him !  they  liaf  e 
kiUed  him,  I  fear !'  On  hb  desiring 
iMr  to  oofer  herself,  she  said  <Don't 
Bind  me ;  see  after  my  nnde.' 

Mr.  Bnekle  going  to  the  house, 
the  door  wai  opened  by  Swan,  and 
thedeceaaed  was  found  lying  on  hb 
right  side,  haring  three  wounds  on 
the  left  side  of  hb  head.  The  tI- 
titor,  taking  him  by  the  hand,  said, 
*  My  name  b  Edward  Buckle ;  if 
yon  cannot  speak  to  me,  signify  to 
Die;'  on  which  Jeffries  squeezed 
him  by  the  hand  with  as  much  force 
M  he  conld. 

Some  hours  after  thb  Miss  Jef- 


fries deeired  Mr.  Bnekle  to  tend 
informationft  through  the  cohntry 
of  the  murder  of  her  uncle,  with  an 
account  of  such  effects  as  had  been 
stolen ;  which  a  Mrs.  Martin  said 
were  a  silrer  tankard,  a  sllrer  cup, 
and  fifteen  pewter  plates.  Mr. 
Buckle  said,  <  If  I  could  light  on 
Matthews,  I  would  take  him  up.* 
'No,'  said  Miss  Jeffries,  < don't 
meddle  with  him,  for  yon  will  bring 
me  into  trouble,  and  yourself  too, 
in  so  doing.' 

Matthews,  howerer,  was  taken 
into  custody  ;  and  from  his  appre- 
hension, and  other  circumstances, 
the  following  facts  came  to  light : 

Matthews,  having  trarelled  from 
Yorkshire  in  search  of  work,  was 
accidentally  met  on  Epping  Forest 
by  Mr.  Jeffries,  who,  seeing  him  in 
dbtress,  took  him  home  to  work  as 
an  assistant  to  Swan  In  the  gardens 
the  agreement  being  that  he  should 
hare  hb  food  only  as  a  gratuity,  but 
no  wages. 

After  he  had  been  four  days  in 
thb  serrice,  Miss  Jeffries  sent  him 
up  stairs  to  wipe  archest  of  drawers 
and  some  chairs;  but,  presently 
following  him,  said,  « What  will 
you  do,  if  a  person  would  giro  you 
a  hundred  pounds?'  He  said, 
<  Any  thing  in  an  honest  way ;'  on 
whkh  she  bad  him  go  to  Swan,  and 
he  would  tell  him. 

Swan  being  in  the  garden,  Mat- 
thews went  to  him,  and  told  him 
the  content!  of  the  message;  on 
which  Swan  smiled,  took  him  to  aft 
ont-hons^  and  told  him,  if  he 
would  knock  the  old  mber,  hli 
master,  on  the  head,  he  would  giro 
him  seren  hundred  pounds.  Two 
days  afterwards  Mr.  Jeffries  db- 
missed  Matthews  from  hb  serrice^ 
and  gare  him  a  shilling;  and  Swan, 
about  the  same  time,  gare  him  half 
a  guinea  to  buy  a  brace  of  pbtols 
to  murder  their  master. 

Matthews,   being   possessed   of 
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this  cash,  went  to  the  Green  Man; 
at  Low  I^yton,  svhere  he  spMit  all 
)fi^  npaey  ;  which  ha?iiif  done,  he 
proceeded  towards  London;  aiid, 
being  o?ertaken  on  the  road  by 
Swap,  the  latter  a«ked  him  where  ho 
was  going*  Matthews  said '  To  Lon* 
don;'  on  which  the  other  took  him  to 
Mr,Gall's,  the  Green  Man  and  Bell, 
in  Whitechapel,  where  they  drank 
freely  till  night;  and  Swan,  being 
intoxicated,  swore  he  would  fight 
the  best  man  in  the  house  for  a 
guinea.  He  likewise  polled  off  his 
great  coat,  and  threw  it  on  the  fire  ; 
but  the  landlord  taking  it  off,  and 
finding  It  Tory  heary,  searched  the 
pockets,  in  which  he  found  a  brace 
of  pistols. 

This  circumstance  giflng  rise  to 
unfavorable  suspicion,  both  the  men 
were  lodged  in  the  Round-house  for 
that  night ;  and,  being  carried  be- 
fore Sir  Samuel  Gower  the  next 
day,  he  committed  them  to  Clerk- 
en  well  Bridewell,  as  disorderly 
persona. 

Miss  Jeffries,  being  made  ac^* 
quainted  with  their  situation,  §^f e 
bail  for  their  appearance,  on  which 
they  all  went  to  Gall's  house^  In 
Whitechapel,  where  she  upbraided 
Matthews  with  bringing  Swan  into 
a  scrape.  He  deni^  that  he  had 
done  so ;  on  which  she  gafe  him  a 
^hilling,  and  desired  Swan  to  tell 
bim  to  meet  them  at  the  Yorkthtre 
Grey,  at  Stratford.  They  went  in 
a^^oach;  and  Matthews,  foUowini; 
90  foot,  found  only  Swan  the^, 
who  ga?e  him  half  a.  crown,  and 
bade  him  meet  him,  at  six  the  next 
morning,  at  the  Buck,  on  Epiuag 
forest.  This  he  did,  and,  bf  ap- 
pointment, came  to  Walthanstow 
on  the  Tuesday  following,  at  ten 
o'clock  at  night. 

When  Matthews  arrifed,  he 
found  the  garden-door  on  thelatch  ; 
and,  going  into  the  ptnCry,  hid 
Umsalf  bdiind  a  tub  till   about 


eleven  o'clock,  whtn  Swanbrotighti 
him  some  cold  boileff  beef. 

About  t>^el?e  Min  Jeffries  and 
Swan  oame  to  him  ; .  when  the  Int-* 
ter  said,  ^  Now  it  Is  time  to  knock 
the  old  miser,  my  master,  on  the 
head.'  Matthews  relented,  and 
said,  ^  I  cannot  find  in  my  heart  to 
do  it ;'  to  which  Miss  Jeffries  re* 
plied,  ^  You  may  be  damned  for  a 
Tillain,  for  not  performing  your 
prombei'  Swan,  who  was  provided 
with  pistols,  likewise  damned  Mat- 
thews,  and  said  he  had  a  mind  to 
blow  his  brains  oat  for  the  re^ 
fusal. 

Swan  then  produced  a  book,  Mid 
insisted  that  Matthews  should  swear 
that  he  would  not  discover  what  had 
passed :  which  he  did,  with  this  re. 
serve,  <  not  unless  it  was  to  save  bis 
own  life.' 

Soon  after  this  Matthews  heard 
the  report  of  a  pistol ;  when,  getting 
out  of  the  house  by  the  back  way, 
he  crossed  the  f^srry,  whence  he 
proceeded  to  Enfield  Chacc. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  Miss 
Jeffries  was  found  in  her  shift,  aftev 
the  commission  of  the  murder.  We 
have  now  to  add  that  she  screamed 
out  <  Diaper !  Diaper  I  for  Grod's 
sake, help!  Murder!  fire*  tlueves!* 
The  neighbour,  Mr.  Diaper,  saw 
Miss  Jeffries  half  way  out  of  ber 
window^  endeavoring  to  get  down. 
Mr.  Diaper  and  one  Mr.  GUirke 
entered  tlie  house,  and  seavched  ds« 
ligently;  but  coaid  find  no  traees 
of  any  person  having  qnkted  the 
house,  as  there  was  a  dew  ea  the 
grass,  which  did  not  appear  4e  be 
disturbed. 

Swan  went  to  fetch  Mr.  Forbes, 
a  surgeon  at  Woodford,  who  ob- 
served cougeaM  blood  in  the  room^ 
and  examined  the  wounds,  whicdi, 
on  the  trial,  he  declared  to  have 
been  mortal.  Swan  appeared  aindi 
frightened  at  the  time,  and  said  he 
wished  that  he  had  died  wlthhU 
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maater ;  for  that  be  would  have  ]e6t 
bii  own  life  to  sare  bis. 

As  there  appeared  no  marks  of 
any  persoo  having  been  in  Che  house 
bat  those  belonging  to  the  family, 
violent  satpieions  began  to  aritre. 
Mr.  Jeffries  died  in  great  agonies 
at  eight  o^cIocIl  on  the  following 
evening. 

'  Mias  Jeffries,  being  taken  into 
castodjT  on  saspicion,  was  examined 
by  two  magistrates,  to  whom  she 
confessed  that  she  heard  the  report 
of  a  pistoi)  and  found  her  uncle 
murdered.  No  e? idence  arising  to 
criminate  her,  she  pro? ed  her  uncle's 
will  at  Doctors*  Commons,  and  took 
possession  of  his  estate;  but  the 
coroner's  inquest  hating  sat  on  the 
body,  and  some  circnmstances  of 
-saspidoa  arising,  she  and  Swan 
were  committed  to  prison ;  and  bills 
of  indietment  being  found  against 
tbem,  they  were  put  to  the  bar, 
and  their  counsel  moved  for  an  im- 
mediate trial. 

This  was  opposed  by  the  counsel 
'for  the  prosecution,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  Matthews,  who,  it 
was  presumed,  would  become  a 
material  evidence.  The  counsel  on 
boih  sides  used  all  the  arguments  in 
tbf ir  power ;  but  the  trial  was  de. 
ferred  till  the  following  assises. 

In  the  interim  Mr.  Gall,  of  the 
pabiie  house  in  Whitechapel,  re- 
solved,  if  possible,  to  take  Mat. 
ihews  into  custody ;  and,  conversing 
with  one  Mr«  Smith,  he  toid  him 
that  he  had  seen  iV1atth«ws  come 
out  of  the  India  House;  and,  on 
iaqairy,  it  was  found  that  he  had 
engaged  to  enter  into  the  service  of 
the  KasUlndia  Company,  and  was 
at  a  house  in  Abel's  Buildings, 
ftoscsary  Lane. 

Being  taken  into  custody  on  a 
warranty  he  was  admitted  an  evi. 
dence  for  the  crown,  and  the  trial 
of  Swao  and  Jeffries  came  on  at 
-Chelmsford  on  the  11  tb  of  March, 
irut,  before  Jadge  Wright. 


Miss  Jeffries  fainted  repeatedly 
during  the  trial,  and  was  once  in 
fits  for  the  spa[ce  of  half  an  hour. 
The  evidence  of  Matthews  was  ex- 
ceedingly clear;  and  many  corro- 
borative circumstances  arising,  the 
jury  found  the  culprits  guilty,  and 
they  received  sentence  of  death. ' 

After  conviction  Elisabeth  Jef. 
fries  made  the  following  confession : 

^  J,  Elizabeth  Jeffries,  do  freely 
and  voluntarily  confess  that  I  first 
enticed  and  persuaded  John  Swan 
and  Thomas  Matthews  to  undertake 
and  perpetrate  the  murder  of  my 
deceased  uncle,  which  they  both 
consented  to  do,  the  first  opportu- 
nity. That,  on  the  third  day  of 
July,  1751,  myself  and  John  Swan 
(Matthews,  to  ray  knowledge,  not 
being  in  the  house)  agreed  to  kill 
my  said  nncle;  and,  accordingly, 
after  the  maid  was  gone  to  bed,  I 
went  into  John  Swan's  room,  and 
called  him,  and  we  wentdown  toge- 
ther into  the  kitchen,  and,  having 
assisted  Swan  in  putting  some  pew- 
ter and  other  things  into  a  sack,  I 
said  I  could  do  no  more,  and  then 
I  went  into  my  room;  and  after- 
wards Swan  came  up,  as  I  believe, 
and  went  into  my  uncle's  room,  and 
shot  him  ;  which  done,  he  cakne  to 
my  door,  and  rapped.  Accord- 
ingly, I  went  out  in  my  shift,  and 
John  Swan  opened  the  door,  and 
let  me  out.  That  done,  I  alarmed 
the  neighborhood.  And  I  do  so- 
lemnly declare  that  I  do  not  know 
that  any  person  was  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  my  deceased  uncle 
but  myself  and  John  Swan ;  for  that 
Matthews  did  not  come  to  my  un- 
de's  house  the  day  before,  or  night 
in  which,  the  murder  was  cort- 
'mitted  as  I  know  of. 

*  Elizabeth  jBrrRies.' 

'  Taken  and  acknowledged, 
March,  1«.  1752.' 

Swan  for  some  time  expressed 
great  resentment  on  Miss  Jeffries^s 
confession ;  but>  when  he  learned 
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that  he  was  to  be  hung  io  chains, 
he  began  to  relent,  and  seemed  at 
length  to  behold  his  crime  in  its 
trae  light  of  enormity. 

On  the  day  of  ciecation  they  left 
the  prison  at  four  in  the  mbrning^ 
Miss  Jeffries  being  placed  in  a  cart, 
and  Swan  on  a  sledge*  The  un« 
bappy  woman  had  frequent  fits 
during  the  journey;  but,  before 
she  came  to  the  place  of  execution^ 
her  spirits  became  more  composed. 

Swan  appeared  to  be  a  real  peni- 
tent, and  joined  with  th^  utmost 
earnestness  in  the  prayers  of  the 
clergyman  who  attended  them. 
Miss  Jeffries  told  the  clergyman 
that  she  had  been  seduced  by  her 
uncle  while  his  wife  was  liring,  and 
that  he  bad  given  her  medicines  to 
procure  abortion  at  two  different 
limes;  but  for  the  troth  of  this 
we  hare  no  er idence  but  her  own 
dedaratioQ.  She  fainted  away  just 
before  she  was  tied  up,  nor  had 
recofcred  when  the  cart  drew 
away. 

They  were  executed  near  the  six- 
milestone,  on  Epping  Forest,  on 


the  98th  of  March,  176S;  and  the 
body  of  Miss  Jeffrie  haviog  been 
delifered  to  her  friends  for  inter, 
ment,  the  gibbet  was  remoTed  io 
another  part  of  tlie  forest,  wbere 
Swan  was  bung  in  chains. 

This  murder,  so  unprofoked  in 
its  nature,  so  dreadful  in  its  ex- 
ample, is  sufficient  to  make  one 
shudder  with  horror.  A  niece  to 
murder  her  nnde,  a  serrant  his 
master,  to  whom  both  of  them  were 
under  obligations — the  one  for  pro. 
tection,  the  other  for  emplovment— 
has  something  in  it  dreadfully  ab- 
horrent to  the  feelings  of  humanity ! 

Surely  it  cannot  be  necessary  to 
urge  m  word  of  caution  to  onr 
resMders  against  the  commission  of 
so  enormous  a  crime;  but,  aa  the 
huoum  heart  is  ^  corrnpt  above  all 
things,  and  desperately  wicked,'  we 
cannot  be  too  much  on  our  guard 
against  its  temptations,  nor  pray 
too  ferrently  that  we  may  be  kept 
in  the  right  path;  the  path  that 
assuredly  produces  satisfaction  in 
thb  life,  and  affords  the  fairest 
prospect  of  eternal  felicity. 


NICHOLAS  MOONEY  AND  JOHN  JONES, 

EXECUTED  FOK  UIOUWAY  ROBBERY. 


There  is  somewhat  of  a  noble 
mind  in  the  character  of  Mooney, 
though  he  suffered  for  an  ignoble 
action.  Many  of  the.unfortunate 
men  whose  career  we  trace  to  an 
untimely  end  hare  possessed  hearts 
worthy  of  a  better  fate.  Juvenile 
indiscretions  hare  paved  the  way 
to  enormities ;  and,  to  support  au 
ill.4u:quired  habit,  they  have  been 
driven  to  commit  crimes  at  which 
their  minds  have  revolted.  Melan- 
choly, indeed,  are  our  pictures  of 
such  men;  and,  if  our  drawings 
can  but  save  one  single  youth 
from  wandering  into  the  road  to 
niin,  our  labours  will  be  gratified 
in  mental  retrospection. 

Nicholas  Mooney  and  John  Jones 


were  condemned  at  Bristol  for  a 
highway  robbery.  When  brought 
to  the  bar  to  receive  sentence  of 
death,  Mooney,  who  during  the 
trial  had  pleaded  for  his  fellow, 
culprit  Jones,  thus  addressed  the 
judge  :— 

^  My  Lord, 

^  Permit  me  again  to  entreat  for 
John  Jones,  whom  I  have  inveigled 
and  drawn  into  this  trouble  (as  I 
have  done  many  others  before),  that 
your  lordship  will  be  pleased  to 
spare  his  life. 

^  As  to  my  own  part  I  have  com- 
mitted many  robberies,  and  have 
been  a  rebel  against  my  king,  and 
have  wronged  my  country  by  coin- 
ing money,  for  which  I  can  never 
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iHakie  the  public  restitation,  and, 
tberefoTCy  I  am  content  to  die,  as 
1  deserve. 

^  I  pray  God  to  bless  erery  one 
to  whom  I  have  done-any^wrong  ; 
and,  if  there  be  any  gentlemen  of. 
Bristol  here  whom  1  have  injured, 
I  heartily  ask  their  forgiveness,  and 
more  especially  that  of  Mr.  Wash, 
borough  (who  stood  near  to  the 
penitent  culprit), whom  I  attempted 
to  murder;  but  God  saved  his  life, 
for  which  I  can  never  praise  Him 
enough.' 

« My  Lord, 

'  I  desire  only  three  Sundays, 
and  after  that  time  has  elapsed  I 
am  willing  to  launch  Into  eternity ; 
and  I  hope,  when  1  come  to  the 
place  of  execution,  that  God  will 
open  my  mouth  to  warn  all  against 
my  wicked  course  of  life.  I  pray 
God  fo  bless  your  lordship,  and  this 
honorable  Court,  and  may  the  I^rd 
Jesus  receive  my  soul !' 

On  the  94th  of  May,  1759  (three 
Sundays  having  passed  since  sen- 
tence was  pronounced),  Nicholas 
Mooney,  John  Jones  ;  and  William 
Cudmore,  for  returning  from  trans, 
portation  before  the  time  of  his 
sentence  had  eLipsed  ;  were  brought 
out  of  prison  for  execution. 

When  arrived  at  the  fatal  tree, 
Mooney,^  in  a  pathetic  manner, 
cxhortetl  the  surrounding  multitude 
against  deviating  from  the  paths  of 
rectitude,  and  warned  them  by  his 
untimely  fate. 

He  left  a  letter  to  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  kind  to  him,  in  the 
following  words  :— 
*Sir, 

<  Before  I  die,  I  take  this  oppor. 
tunity  ofacknowledging  your  kind, 
ness  to  me  in  times  past.  Oh  1  that 
I  had  deserved  it ;  for  then  I  had 
not  brought  myself  into  these  cir. 
cnmstances.  But  God  is  wise ;  and, 
teeing  that  1  did  not  hear  his  voice, 
and  turn  from  my  wicked  life,he  gave 
ne  up  to  my  own  heart's  lust>  and 


permitted  mc  to  fill  up  the  measure 
of  my  iniquity,  that  in  me  at  last 
should  be  shown  the  severity  of  his 
justice. 

*  You  took  mc,  the  most  aban- 
doned wretch,  for  an  honest  man  ; 
and,  as  such,  you  kindly  and  ge- 
nerously recommended  mc  where  I 
might  have  done  well — it  is  my  own 
fault  1  did  not.  On  Friday  I  am  to 
meet  the  fate  my  crimes  too  justly 
deserve.  I  merit  not  only  death, 
but  hell:  to  the  former  man  has 
doomed  me  ;  from  the  latter,  Chr'tst, 
I  hope,  will  save  mc.  Oh!  the 
riches  of  His  mercy  in  Jesus  Christ, 
who  has  made  my  prison  as  a 
palace,  my  chains  as  ornaments,  and 
I  am  quite  happy.  I  hope  every 
one  will  pray  for  me,  that  my  faith 
fail  not.  I  am  longing  for  death, 
and  in  firm  expectation  of  a  glo* 
rious  resurrection  to  eternal  life. 
^  Your  most  obliged 
^  And  dying  servant, 

'  N.  MooNEY.* 

When  his  irons  were  taken  off, 
he,  smiling,  said,  ^  Death  has  no 
sting  for  me;'  and  when  released 
from  this  incumbrance  he  ejaculated, 
^  I  have  got  rid  of  the  chain  of  my 
sins !'  and  he  appeared  cheerful. 
When  the  executioner  put  the  rope 
about  his  neck,  he  said,  '  Welcome, 
halter!  I  am  saved  as  the  thief  upon 
the  cross.'  Coming  to  the  fatal  tree, 
his  expression  was,  *  Welcome,- 
gallows !  for  I  have  deserved  thee 
many  years.' 

The  executioner  was  about  to  tie 
up  Jones  ;  but,  with  much  earnest, 
noss,  Mooney  exclaimed,  *  Tie  me 
up  first,  for  I  am  the  greatest  sin- 
ner ;'  and  then  said,  ^  As  the  breath 
leaves  my  body,  from  my  sincere 
repentance,  1  am  confident  I  shall 
go  to  heaven.*  So  saying,  and  we 
trust  his  words  were  verified,  with 
the  two  other  unfortunate  men,  he 
yielded  up  his  life;  all  of  them 
hoping  forgiveness  in  that  tQ 
come. 
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*  Parent  of  nature !  Matter  of  the  world ! 
Where'er  thy  ProridcDce  directs,  behold 
My  steps  with  cheerful  resignation  turn. 
Fate  leads  the  willing,  drags  the  back- 
ward on : 


Whjf  should  I  grievf ,  when  grieving  1 1 

bear; 
Or  take,  with  guilt,  what  gniUlesi.1  might 

share  V 


THOMAS  WILFORD, 

EXECUTED  FOE  THE  MURDER  OF  HIS  WIFE. 


In  this  malefactor,  a,  wretch  of 
the  most  depraved  and  low  class  of 
the  metropolis,  we  find  the  passion 
of  lofe  inflamed  by  the  ^  green* 
eyed  monster'  into  jealousy  ;  which, 
as  in  greater  men,  knowing  no 
boandfl,  works  up  the  mind  to  mad. 
ness  and  desperation.  The  murder, 
in  such  instances,  of  the  fair,  and, 
too  often,  the  frail  partner  of  the 
heart,  generally  ensues. 

The  jealous  subject  of  our  narra- 
tife  was  born  of  ?ery  poor  parents, 
at  Fulham,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex ;  and,  coming  into  the  world 
with  only  one  arm,  he  was  received 
into  the  workhouse,  where  he  was 
employed  in  going  of  errands  for 
the  paupers,  and  occasionally  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town ;  and 
be  was  distinguished  by  his  inoffen- 
sItc  behaviour. 

A  girl  of  ill  fame,  named  Sarah 
Williams,  being  passed  from  the 
parish  of  St.  Giles'  io  the  Fields  to 
the  same  workhou8e,had  art  enough 
to  persuade  Wilford  to  marry  her, 
though  he  was  then  only  seventeen 
years  of  age  ;'and  their  inclinations 
being  made  known  to  the  church- 
wardens,  they  gave  the  intended 
bride  forty  shillings,  to  enable  her 
to  begin  the  world. 

The  young  couple  now  went  to 
the  Fleet,  and  were  married ;  after 
which  they  took  lodgings  in  St. 
Giles's;  and  it  was  only  on  the 
Sunday  succeeding  the  marriage 
that  the  murder  was  perpetrated. 
On  that  day  the  wife,  having  been 
out  with  an  old  acquaintance,  staid 
till  midfiight ;  and,  on  her  return, 
Wilford,  who  was  jealoos  of  her 
conduct,  asked  her  where  she  had 


been.  She  said  <  To  the  Park,'  and 
would  gire  him  no  other  answer  ;  a 
circumstance  that  inflamed  him  to 
such  a  degree,  that  a  violent  quarrel 
ensued ;  the  consequence  of  which 
was  fatal  to  the  wife ;  for  Wilford's 
passions  were  so  irritated,  that  he 
seized  a  knife,  and,  she  advancing 
towards  him,  he  threw  her  down, 
and,  kneeling  on  her,  cut  her 
throat,  so  that  her  head  was  almost 
severed  from  her  body. 

He  had  no  sooner  committed  the 
horrid  deed  than  he  tlirew  down 
the  knife,  opened  the  chamber, 
door,  and  was  going  down  stairv, 
when  a  woman,  who  lodged  in  an 
adjacent  room,  asked  who  was 
there;  to  which  Wilford  replied, 
^  It  b  me;  I  have  murdered  my 
poor  wife,  whom  I  loved  as  dearly 
as  my  own  life.' 

On  this  the  woman  went  down  to 
the  landlord  of  the  house,  and  was 
immediately  followed  by  Wilford, 
who  said  he  had  killed  the  woman 
that  he  loved  beyond  all  the  world, 
and  was  willing  to  die  for  the  crime 
he  had  committed  ;  and  he  did  not 
make  the  slightest  eflbrt  to  escape. 

On  this  the  landlord  called  the 
watch,  who,  taking  Wilford  into 
custody,  confined  him  for  thatnight, 
and  on  the  following  day  he  was 
committed  io  Newgate  by  Justice 
Fielding. 

Being  arraigned  on  the  first  day 
of  the  following  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  he  pleaided  guilty  ;  but,  the 
Court  refusing  to  record  his  plea, 
he  was  put  by  till  the  last  day, 
when  he  again  pleaded  guilty,  but 
was  prevailed  on  to  put  himself  oa 
his  trial. 
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AcoMdingljr  the  trial  came  on, , 
doring  which  the  prisoner  did  no| 
•fok  itttilnaniln  thecrinoof  which 
fa»  heil  boea  goiltj;  on  the  co». 
trefjy  his  penitenl  bebaTioar  and 
flowing  tears  teemed  to  tmtiij  the 
sense  £»  enptef  talked  ol  hit  ofleaee. 
Etcfj  person  present  seemed  pene* 
traled  with  grief  for  Ms  misfor. 


The  case  of  this  malefactor  has 
been  inserted  became  he  was  the 
first  that  snfiered  in  conseqaence  of 
an  act  that  passed  in  the  year  1751, 
for  the  more  efiectaal  pretention  of 
murder,  which  decrees  that  the  eon* 
f  ict  shall  be  executed  on  the  second 
day  after  con? iction  :  for  which 
reason  it  has  been  customary  to  try 
panons  charged  with  murder  on  a 
Friday;  by  which  indulgence,  in 
case  oi  ooaTiction,  the  ezecvtk>o  of 
dba  sentence  is  necessarily  post- 
poned til!  Monday  ;  and  by  the 
same  act  it  is  ordained  that  the 
convicted  murderer  shall  be  either 
hung  in  chains  or  anatomized. 

The  jury  liaving  found  Wilford 
guilty,  sentenoe  against  him  was 


ptooouootd  in  the  foUawiiig  teiaas  : 
^  Thomas  M^ilford,  you  stand  xaw» 
Tiatcd  of  the  liorrid  and  •anatural 
cjime  of  mnrdering  Sarah,  yo«r 
wife.  This  Court  doth  adjudge 
that  you  be  taken  hack  to  the  plaeo 
from  whence  you  came ;  and  thsre 
to  be  fed  on  btead  and  water  tilt 
Wednesday  next,  when  yo«  are  to 
be  taken  to  the  coomon  place  of 
execution,  and  there  hanged  by  the 
neck  until  yon  are  dead;  after 
which  your  body  is  to  he  pnblicly 
dissectedand  anatomised,  agreeably 
to  an  act  of  Parliament  in  that  aase 
made  an4  provided  ;  and  may  God 
Almighty  have  mercy  on  your 
soul!' 

Both  before  and  after  conviction 
Wflford  behaved  as  a  real  penitent, 
and  at  the  place  of  execution  he  er. 
htbiled  the  most  genuine  signs  of 
contrition  for  the  crhne  of  wmch  he 
had  been  guilty. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  on 
the  9id  of  June,  1752,  and  died 
more  lamented  than  almost  any' 
murderer  has  ever  done  at  the  fatal 
tree. 


MOSES  MORAVIA  AND  JOHN  MANOURY, 

CONVICTED  OF  A  CONSPiaACY. 


Sjuf  insurers,  about  this  time, 
were  greatly  defrauded  by  conspi- 
imcies  i>f  villains  to  sink  vessels,  in 
order  to  come  upon  the  under* 
writers ;  a  similar  offence  to  a  man's 
settmg  his  house  on  fire,  in  order  to 
cheat  the  fire-office. 

It  was  usual  for  those  who  prac- 
tised the  imposition  upon  ship  in- 
aorers  to  purchase  goods,  pay  for 
them,  gi^i  them  on  board,  and,  in 
the  night-time,  take  them  clandes. 
tiaely  out  of  the  ship,  and  dispose 
of  them  for  what  they  would  bring» 
Tbus^  when  they  had  sunk  the  ship, 
they  could  produce  receipts  for  the 
foods,  and  the  shipping  papers 
for  the  same ;  upon  which  the  ia^ 


surers  were  compelled  to. pay  tho 
amount. 

This  was  precisely  the  crime 
proved  upon  these  Jews,  wIm>,  con*» 
spiring  with  one  Samuel  Wilson, 
who  died  before  his  trial  came  on, 
and  Captain  Misson,  commander  o£ 
the  ship  Elizabeth  and  Martha,  sunk 
that  fine  ship  at  sea,  in  order  to  do* 
fraud  the  underwriters.  Misson 
absconded,  and  a  reward  of  fifty 
pounds  was  oiered  for  apprdiend* 
ing  him ;  but  we  ate  sorry  at  not 
finding  that  he  waa  ever  bronght  tn 
juatioct. 

Moravia  and  Manoory  were  ar« 
raigned  for  this  offence  at  the  bar 
of  tJie  Old  BaUej»  on  the  ^7th  of 
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June,  171^1  aod,  after  along  trial, 
found  guilty. 

.  Solomon  Carolina,  another  Jew, 
was  tried  with  them,  as  an  accom. 
plioe ;  but  the  proof  not  fullj  reach^ 
ing  him,  he  wai  acquitted. 

Thej  were  sentenced  to  a  year's 
iispritonment  in  Newgate,  and  in 
that  time  to  stand  on  the  pillory, 
Once  on  Tower  Hill  and  once  at  the 
Royal  Eichange;  to  pay  a  fine  of 
twenty  pounds  each ;  and  to  find  se- 
curities for  their  good  behaviour  for 
fife  years,  thomselTcs  in  two  hnn« 
dred  pounds  each,  and  such  other 


securities  as  the  Court  might  re* 
quire« 

In  undergoing  the  punishment  of 
the  pillory,  though  the  mob  handled 
them  according  to  their  deserts,  yet 
we  cannot  relinquish  the  idea  we* 
haTe  formed  that  a  halter  was  their 
due. 

We  haTe  seen  that  Captain 
Lancey  was  hanged  for  a  similar 
crime ;  and,  though  he  commanded 
his  ship  when  he  burnt  her,  yet 
accomplices  are,  by  the  law,  cont»i. 
dered  as  principals  in  the  crime- 
committed. 


ANNE  WHALE  AND  SARAH  PLEDGE, 

BXfiCUTKD  FOB  MURDER. 


In  CTery  horrid  case  which  we 
bare  hitherto  adduced  some  sordid 
ipotive  is  apparent  for  the  commis* 
fion  of  the  very  worst  of  murders. 
But  here  we  can  trace  none— no 
hatred  to  her  husband — no  lust- 
ful appetite  to  satisfy  by  criminal 
means— -no  third  of  her  husband's 
worldly  possessions  prompted  her 
to  the  wicked  deed.  We  cannot 
admit  that  a  woman  can  have  such 
influence  over  a  woman  as  to  per. 
suade  her  to. murder  her  husband! 
especially  a  sober  and  affectionate 
husband. 

The  wretched  woman  appears  to 
have  been  seduced  by  the  serpent 
with  mudi  greater  facility  than  our 
first  mother.  She  was  tempted 
by  an  apple;  but  this  degenerate 
daughter  appears  to  have  been  ac- 
tuated by  no  motive ;  unless,  indeed, 
to  gratify  her  faithless  friend's  lurk- 
ing revenge,  in  shedding  the  blood 
of  her  innocent  husband,  can  be 
admitted  in  extenuation. 

Anne  Whale  was  born  of  respect- 
able parenti,  at  Horsham,  in  Sus- 
sex; but  her  father  dying  in  her 
infancy,  she  was  left  to  the  care  of 
her  mother. 

Early  in  life  she  gave  evidence 


of  an  uncoBtrollable  dispositioa; 
and,  having  a  dispute  with  her  mo- 
ther, she  wandered  into  the  coun- 
try, and  associated  with  people  of 
bad  character;  but  hex  mother,  in 
order  to  save  her  from  ruin,  at 
at  length  prevailed  on  her  to  return 
home. 

Soon  after  this  she  was  addressed 
by  a  sober  young  roan,  named  Jam^ 
Whale;  and,  as  a  relation  had  lately 
left  her  a  legacy  of  eightv  pounds, 
payable  when  she  was  of  age,  and 
the  mother  readily  consenting  to 
their  aHiance,  the  marriage  took 
place. 

They  had  not  been  long  ii^edded' 
when  they  went  to  reside  at  a  place 
called  Steep  wood ;  but,  soon  return, 
ing  to  Horsham,  thoy  took  up  their' 
residence  in  the  house  of  Sarah* 
Pledfl^e,  who  was  distantly  related 
to  Mm.  Whale. 

A  short  time  after  their  abode 
here,  a  misunderstanding  happening 
between  the  women,  Mr.  Whale 
forbad  Mrs.  Pledge  to  come  into 
his  apartment :  a  circumstance  that 
only  tended  to  foment  the  quar- 
rel. 

Soon  afterwards,  however,  the 
women  were  privately  reconciled ; 
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and,  as  the  man  was  remarkably 
sober,  and  they  were  of  opposite 
characters,  it  is  the  less  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  they  sought  the  meaos 
of  his  destraction* 
.  Mrs*  Whale  haring  lain  in,  and 
being  tolerably  recovered,  Mrs. 
Pledge  took  the  adrantage  of  her 
hnsband's  absence  to  come  into  her 
room,  when  she  said,  ^  Nan,  let 
US  get  rid  of  this  de?il !'  (meaning 
Mr.  Whale.)  The  wife  said '  How 
can  we  do  it  ?'  To  which  the  other 
teplied,  ^  Let  ns  give  him  a  dose  of 
poison/ 

The  abandoned  woman  too  rea* 
dily  consented  to  this  horrid  pro* 
posal;  and  the  only  difficulty  which 
appeared  to  arise  was  how  the 
pobon  shonld  be  procured. 

They  first  attempted  their  horrid 
purpose  by  roasting  spiders,  and 
putting  them  into  his  beer;  but, 
finding  this  did  not  produce  the 
effect,  Mrs.  Pledge  undertook  to 
pnrduue  something  more  effica. 
cions,  and  for  that  purpose  went  to 
se? era!  market-towns ;  but,  as  she 
went  into  each  apothecary's  shop, 
she  either  saw,  or  fancied  she  saw, 
some  person  who  knew  her,  or 
that  her  conscience  interposed.  At 
length  she  went  to  an  apothecary 
at  florsham,  to  whom  she  was  a 
stranger;  but  was  still  afraid, 
though  she  made  the  purchase. 

Hastening  to  her  more  wicked 
friend,  she  gate  her  the  bane,  and 
Aqne,  with  equal  dispatch,  adminis* 
tered  it;  for,  at  <he  moment  her 
husband  was  fondling  their  child, 
on  whom  he  doted,  she  mixed  it  in 
some  basty.pudding  preparing  for 
hb  supper.  Unsuspicious,  the  af. 
fectionate,  but  unfortunate  man, 
ate — was  soon  seized  with  the  rack- 


ing  torments  occasioned  by  thecor« 
rosiTe  mineral— and  the  dezt  day 
expired!  But  the  neighbours  sus. 
pecting  that,  his  death  was.  occa- 
sioned by  some  sinister  arts,  a  sur. 
geon  examined  the  body,  and  the 
coroner's  jury,  being  summoned, 
brought  in  a  Terdict  of  ^  wilful 
murder.' 

Hereupon  Mrs.  Whale  and  Mrs. 
Pledge  being  taken  into  custody^ 
and  carried  before  a  magistrate,  ^ 
latter  wished  to  become  evidence ; 
but  being  separately  exambed,  and 
both  confessing  the  fact^  they  were 
committed  to  Horsham  gaol. 

On  their  trials  the  confessions 
which  they  had  signed  were  read ; 
and,  som^  corroboratife  eridence 
arising,  they  were  conricted,  and 
recdved  sentence  of  death. 

For  some  time  after  conrictioii 
Mrs.  Pledge  behaved  in  the  most 
hardened  manner,  making  use  ^t 
profane  expressions,  and  declaring 
that  she  would  fight  with  the  hang- 
man at  the  place  of  execution.  Qn 
the  contrary,  Mrs.  Whale  acknow. 
ledged  the  justice  of  the  sentence 
which  had  condemned  her,  and  ga?e 
evident  signs  of  her  being  a  real 
penitent. 

On  the  evening  preceding  thei« 
execution  the  clergyman  who  at- 
tended them  brought  Mrs.  Pledge 
into  a  better  state  of  mind,  and  then 
administered  the  sacrament  to  both 
the  convicts. 

An  immense  crowd  attended  at 
the  place  of  execution,  (Horsham, 
In  Sussex,)  where  Pledge  was  hang- 
ed; and  Whalo,  being  tied  to  a 
stake,  was  first  stranglul,  and  then 
burned  to  ashes,  in  the  twenty.first 
year  of  her  age,  on  the  14th  of 
August,  1759.* 


*  We  find  another  shocking  instance  of  revoiging  injories  done  hj  one  pcrMn  on  th« 
bodj  of  anocbcr  in  the  case  otRachel  Beaochanp.  This  wretch  having  quarrelled  with 
another  woman,  her  neighboor,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  of  her  the  satisfaction  she 
thirsted  for,  inveigled  from  home  the  child  oi  her  antagonist,  a  beautiful  little  girl,  of 
four  yeart  of  ace,  and  cut  iu  throat  I  For  this  unprovoked  murder  she  was  hanged  at 
rybom,  the  I3tb  day  of  January,  175t. 
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WILLIAM  MONTGOMERY, 

BIECUTEO  FOB  DCFKAUPING  HIS  CRSIMTOBI. 


Iir  •  emuntfj  like  Eoglaod,  and 
BMNre  etpecially  when  we  tIsw  the 
ofCifTOwn  capital,  we  mast  aivo«. 
catc  acts  of  insolweiicy,  tkoogh 
prod«ctive  of  criaes  in  fra«d«leDt 
debtors. 

.  The  good  of  many  must  be  pre. 
OvioeDt  to  the  TfUainy  of  •  few; 
mid,  where  we  find,  one  ponUlied  for 
abuse  of  the  lenity  of  the  legitlo* 
life  body,  ihcre  ate  ba|»pily  thou- 
sands of  unfortunate  souls  rescued 
from  the  horrors  of  »  prison,  where 
they  bad  been  long  imnHired,  with. 
pvt  the  means  of  support,  nniebless 
tbe  cofMbilttj  of  satisfying  the  de» 
■Mwds  of  fnexorable  creditors. 

The  neeessity  of  good  faith  in 
oowtriwts,  and  the  support  of  eom- 
Usorce,  oblige  the  Iq^statare  to 
secwre,  for  the  eroditors,  the  per- 
sons  of  the  baukr»pts ;  and  in  this 
poiol  of  flew  Siuy  the  subject  of 
this  case,  and  all  others  who  take 
(he  benefit  of  an-  act  of  Insottency, 
be  consklered. 

The  fraudulent  bankrupt  should 
be  punished  In  the  same  manner 
as  he  who  adulterates  the  coin 
of  the  rculm ;  for,  to  fslsify  a  piece 
of  coin,  which  is  a  pledge  of  mutual 
obligations  between  men,  is  not  a 
greater  crime  than  to  violate  the 
obilgatioas  themselres. 

But  the  bankrupt  who,  after  a 
St rictexamination^has  proved  before 
the  commissioners  that  either  the 
fraud  or  losses  of  others,  or  misfor. 
,  tunes  unafoidabie  by  human  pru« 
denee,  bate  stripped  him  of  his  sub. 
stance— upon  what  barbarous  pre« 
tonoe  bhe  thrown  into  prison,  and 
thus  deprired  of  the  only  remaimng 
good,  the  melancholy  enjoyment  of 
mere  liberty  ?  Still  more  hard  the 
case  of  an  unfortunate  trader,  who, 
disclosing  his  whole  transactions, 
and  ofiering  to  assign  orcr  to  his 


eviditors  the  remains  of  his  stoek, 
pro  Tided  they  will  allow  him  tine 
to  retrief e  his  losses,  Is  cast  into 
prison  1>y  a  single  hard-hearted 
anrelenting  daimant.  Yet  b  this 
coastaotly  done  in  Britain. 

Why  is  such  a  man  east  Into 
a  loathsome  prison,  ranked  with 
eriminals;  and,  ia  despair,  com. 
polled  to  repent  of  bis  honesty? 
GoasekNis  of  his  Innoceoee,  be  Iir ed 
easy  and  happy  under  the  protec*. 
lion  of  those  taws,  which,  it  is  true, 
he  fiolated,  but  not;  intentionally. 
Laws  are  dictated  by  the  arariee  of 
the  rich,  and  tacitly  accepted  by 
the  poor,  sedaced  by  that  "fiattering 
and  universal  hope,  which  makes 
men  believe  that  all  unlucky  accl* 
dtats  are  the  lot  of  others,  and  the 
most  fortanate  only  their  own  share* 

Mankind,  when  intueneed  by  the 
first  impressions,  Ioto  erud  laws, 
although,  being  subject  to  them 
themselves,  it  Is  the  interest  of 
every  person  (hat  they  should  be  as 
miki  as  possible;  but  the  fear  of 
being  injured  is  always  far  more 
prevalent  than  the  intention  of  in- 
juring others. 

But  to  return  to  the  innocent 
bankrupt.  Let  his  debt,  if  yon 
will,  not  be  considered  as  cancelled 
till  payment  of  the  whole;  let  him 
be  refused  the  liberty  of  leaving  the 
eountry  without  leave  of  his  cre- 
ditors, or  of  carrying  into  another 
nation  that  industry,  which,  under 
a  penalty,  he  should  be  obliged  to 
employ  for  thehr  benefit ;  but  what 
pretence  can  justify  the  depriving 
an  innocent,  though  unfortunate 
aian,  of  his  liberty,  without  the 
least  utility  to  his  creditors? 

Then  it  may  in  answer  be  said, 
that  the  hardships  of  confinement 
will  induce  him  to  discover  his 
fraudulent  transactions;  an  event 
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tint  caa  ftardly  bereoppoied)  After 
a  rigorous  examinaUon  into  bis  eon* 
4iict  and  a£^r«« 

It  will  be  necessary  to  distingeisli 
fraud,  attended  with  aggrafatiog 
circamstanceS)  from  simple  fraod^ 
aad  tliat  from  perfect  innoeeoce* 
For  ibe  first,  let  there  be  ordained 
tbe  same  ponishment  as  for  forgerjr. 
For  the  second,  a  puotsbment  with 
tbe  loss  of  liberty ;  and,  if  perfectly 
iimoceDt,  let  the  bankrupt  himself 
choose  tbe  method  of  re.establishiog 
himself,  and  satisfying  bis  creditors* 

With  what  ease  might  a  sagacious 
legislator  prevent  the  greatest  part 
of  fraudulent  baokruptcies,  and  re* 
medy  the  misfortunes  that  befall 
the  honest  and  industrious  t  A 
public  register  of  all  contracts, 
with  the  liberty  of  consulting  it 
allowed  to  each  tradesman,  ami  a 
public  fuuJ,  formed  by  the  cootri. 
botion  of  fortunate  merchants,  (ot 
the  timely  assistance  of  unfortunate 
Industry,'  would  be  establbhmenis 
that  could  produce  no  real  inoon. 
▼eniences,  and  many  adrantagei. 

SeTcral  eminent  bankers,  in  the 
history  of  the  tl*ado  of  London,  by 
an  unexpected  run  upon  their  heuse^ 
must  have  become  bankrupts,  and 
thereby  embarrassed  thousands,  had 
not  tbe  Bank  of  Engkind  come  to 
their  succour ;  but,  alas  I  tbe  un. 
fortunate  tradesman  has  no  one  to 
catch  his  fall.  Unhappily,  the  most 
Mmple,  tho  easiest  regulations,  wait 
only  the  nod  of  the  legislator,  tia 
diffuse  through  nations  wealth, 
power,  and  felicity;  laws  which 
would  be  regarded  by  future  gene- 
rations with  eternal  gratitude  are 
^tber  unknown  or  rejected ;  and  a 
Tostlesi  audttfifling  spkil,  tbe  timid 
prudence  of  the  present  moment,  or 
n  distrust  and  avertioD  to  themoet 
oieful  alotiTet,  possess  the  minds  of 
those  who  are  empowered  to  regu- 
late the  actions  of  mankind. 


It  most,  at  the  samo  tfaie^  be«|. 
knowledgedi  that  tbe  baaei>eis  of  a 
few  failures  often  tends  to  lender 
callous  the  fselings  of  creditors. 

Few  acts  of  insohenoy  hate  been 
carried  into  effect,  witheut  the  de. 
jteedon  of  frauds  Eager  to  embraee 
it«  benefits^  and  thus  rid  tbem  of 
debt,  nieti  win  wade  through  pei^ 
jury,  and  employ  eiery  means,  to 
accomplish  their  purpose. 

After  the  destruction  of  the  pii- 
sons  in  London,  during  the  riots  of 
the  year  1780,  aa  net  was  passed 
for  the  purpoie  of  absolting  all  who 
had  then  been  confined.  Of  (hk 
every  rascal  in  London  waa  seady 
to  take  the  adrantage.  A  mere 
form  was  only  necessary  to  enter 
their  names ;  but  tb6  stgnatnrea  be- 
came so  yery  numerous,  that  Loid 
Chief  Justice  Mansfield,  to  bis  in* 
finite  honour,  drdered  the  lists  to 
be  printed  and  published,  whidh 
put  to  the  rout  whole  hives  of  ioik 
postors.  Namet wens tb^relAfonnd 
that  might  as  well  have  expected  to 
appear  in  the  Mst  of  Gaaeite  proi- 
iootions. 

A  man  of  this  deseriptioa  was 
the  subject  who  led  to  this  inquiry* 

William  Montgomery  was  a  «a- 
dve  of  Elpbinitone,  in  ScoUand^ 
and  educated  in  the  Presbytefian 
form  of  religion* 

His  father  dymg  when  he  waa 
about  thirteen  years  old,  his  mother 
«ent  him  to  sea  in  a  ship  belonging 
to  Alloa.  Hating  continued  in  the 
natal  line  of  business  aome  years, 
he  at  length  married,  and  open^  a 
public  house  in  BishopsgaleSteeet; 
•and,  dealing  largely  as  a  snuggleis 
he  frequently  went  to  HeUaod,  to 
bring  home  prohibited  foods* 

Quitting  BIshopsgate  StreOt,  he 
4if  ed  some  years  at  the  sign  oi  the 
Highlander,  in  Shadwell ;  bttt,  on 
the  death  of  his  wife,  he  resolred 
to  decline  business  as  a  publican. 
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Hiif  log,  faowerer/  sared  tome  mo. 
viey,  he  entered  again  into  tlie  ma- 
trioHMiial  state,  and,  talcing  a  house 
In  Nightingale  Lane,  he  let  lodgings 
to  seafaring  men. 

Meeting  with  sucoesi ,  he  took  a 
shop  as  a  seller  of  seamen*s  dodies ; 
but  left  the  care  of  it  chiefly  to  his 
^rlfe,  while  he  employed  his  own 
time  in  freqaent  trips  to  Holland, 
in  pursuit  of  his  former  illicit  prac. 
tice  of  smuggling. 

An  act  of  insolrency  passing  in 
the  year  1748,  favorable  to  such 
Xiersons  as  had  been  in  foreign  parts 
fugitifes  for  debt,  Montgomery 
took  the  benefit  of  it,  swearing  that 
he  was  at  Rotterdam  on  the  last 
day  of  the  preceding  year :  in  con- 
sequence of  which  he  was  cleared 
of  his  debts,  to  the  injury  of  his 
creditors. 

No  notice  was  taken  of  this  affair 
till  the  expiration  of  four  years, 
when  Montgomery  hanng  arrested 
a  neighbour,  the  man  ga?e  notice 
of  his  former  transactions  to  one 
of  his  cieditors,  who  laying  an  in- 
formation before  the  lord  mayor, 
Montgomery  was  lodged  in  New. 
gate  on  suspicion. 

Being  brought  io  trial  at  the  next 
aessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  several 
persons  deposed  that  they  spent  the 
evening  with  him  at  his  own  house 
«t  the  time  that  he  alleged  that  he 
was  in  Holland,  in  order  to  take 
the  benefit  of  the  act :  so  that  ho 
was  convicted,  and  received  sen. 
tence  to  die. 

For  some  time  after  conviction 
he  behaved  with  apparent  signs  of 
devotion;  but  asserted  his  inno. 
oence,  and  said  that  the  evidences 
against  him  were  perjured;  and 
in  this  tale  he  continued  till  the 
arrival  of  the  warrant  for  his  ex^ 
cation. 


Being  pressed  by  the  divine  wto 
attended  him  to  tell  the  truth,  lie 
persisted  in  the  former  story  till  the 
Friday  before  his  death;  butintlie 
afternoon  of  that  day  he  acknow- 
ledged that  after  having  been  on 
board  a  Dutch  vessel,  In  order  to 
take  hb  passage  for  Holland,  be 
had  come  on  shore,  owing  to  con. 
trary  winds. 

On  the  following  day  he  insisted 
that,  ^  as  he  had  been  sworn  accord, 
ing  to  the  methods  used  in  Scotland, 
without  kissing  the  book,  hu  crime 
could  not  come  within  the  meaning 
of  the  act.'  In  reply  to  thb  he 
was  told  that  the  mode  of  admiais. 
tering  could  make  no  difference  in 
the  nature  of  an  oath. 

Hereupon  he  made  a  full  confes- 
sion of  his  crime ;  and  owned  that, 
having  come  on  shore,  he  concealed 
himself  for  some  weeks  in  his  own 
house;  then  appeared  publidy, 
saying  that  he  had  been  at  Rotter- 
dam: after  which  he  surrendered 
to  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet  prison, 
and  obtained  the  benefit  of  the  act 
of  insolvency. 

On  the  Sunday  following,  when 
ho  was  pressed  to  declare  the  whole 
truth,  he  exclaimed,  <  What  would 
you  have  me  say?  I  have  told 
you  all  the  troth,  and  I  can  say  no 
otherwise  than  I  have  done.  If  I 
did,  I  should  belle  myself,  and  my 
own  knowledge.' 

This  malefactor  appeared  dread* 
fully  shocked  on  the  morning  of 
execution,  and  wished  for  some  time 
for  repentance,  which  he  now  con- 
sidered as  highly  necessary*  At 
the  place  of  execution  he  waned 
the  spectators  to  beware  of  covet- 
onsness,  which  had  been  the  cause 
of  his  destruction ;  after  which  he 
was  launched  into  eternity,  on  the 
M  of  December,  176),  atTybvns. 
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Captain  Lancey  quilting  the  Ship  with  hit  Crew,  afier  setting  Fire  to  it. 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  LANCEY, 

EXECUTED    FOR   BUIININO   HIS   SUIP. 


This  unfortunate  man  fell  a  dupe 
to  aui  artful  and  wicked  TiUaln,  his 
employer,  who  at  the  time  was  a 
disgraceful  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons ;  and  who,  to  avoid  the 
punishment  due  to  his  crimes,  fled, 
and  left  the  unfortunate  subject, 
whose  case  is  before  us,  a  victim 
to  his  baseness. 

Captain  John  lancey  was  a  na. 
tive  of  Biddeford,  in  Devonshire, 
respectably  born,  and  well  cdu- 
cated.  As  he  gave  early  proofs  of 
an  inclination  for  a  seafaring  life, 
he  was  taught  navigation,  was  at- 
tentive to  his  studies,  and  gave 
proofs  of  a  goodness  of  disposition 
that  promised  a  better  fate  than 
afterwards  attended  him. 

Lancey  was  sent  to  sea  as  mate 
of  a  ship^  of  which  Mr.  Benson,  a 
rich  merchant  at  Biddeford,  was  the 


proprietor.  Lancey,  having  mar- 
ried a  relation  of  Benson's,  was 
soon  advanced  to  the  command  of 
the  vessel.  This  Benson  was  me^n- 
ber  of  parliament  for  Barnstaple, 
in  Devonshire;  and  what  kind  of 
character  he  deserved  will  appear 
in  the  sequel. 

After  Lancey  had  returned  from 
a  long  voyage  he  was  for  a  consi- 
derable time  confined  to  h'ls  bed  by 
a  violent  illness,  the  expense  of 
which  tended  considerably  to  im- 
poverbh  him.  When  he  was  in 
part  recovered,  Benson  told  him 
that  he  proposed  to  refit  the  ship  in 
which  he  had  formerly  sailed ;  that 
Lancey  should  have  the  command 
of  her;  that  he  (Benson)  would 
insure  her  for  more  than  double  her 
value ;  and  then. Lancey  should  de- 
stroy the  vessel. 
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Tbtf  proposal  appeared  shocking 
to  lancej,  who  thought  it  but  a 
trial  of  his  honesty ;  and  he  declared 
his  sentiments,  sajing  that  he  would 
neTer  take  any  part  in  a  transac 
tion  so  totally  opposite  to  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  conduct 

For  the  present  nothing  more 
was  said ;  but  soon  afterwards  Ben- 
•on  invited  Laocey  and  several  other 
gentlemen  to  dine  with  him.  The 
entertainment  was  liberal  ;  and, 
Captain  Lancey  being  asked  to 
stay  after  the  rest  of  the  company 
were  gone,  Mr.  Benson  took  him 
to  a  summer-house  in  the  garden, 
where  he  again  proposed  the  de- 
stroying the  ship,  and  urged  it  in  a 
ttamier  that  prored  he  was  in 
earnest. 

Captain  Lancey  hesitated  a  short 
time  on  this  proposal,  and  then  de- 
clined to  hafc  any  concern  in  so 
iniquitous  a  scheme ;  declaring  that 
he  would  seek  other  employment 
rather  than  take  any  part  in  such  a 
transaction  ;  but  Benson,  resolfii^ 
if  possible  not  to  lose  his  agent, 
prerailed  on  him  to  drink  freely, 
and  then  urged  every  argument  he 
could  think  of  to  prevail  on  him  to 
undertake  the  business,  promising 
to  shelter  hfm  f^om  punishment  in 
ease  of  detection. 

Lancey  still  hesitated ;  but  when 
fienson  mentioned  the  poverty  to 
which  his  family  was  reduced  by 
bis  late  illness,  and  offered  such 
flattering  prospects  of  protection, 
the  unhappy  man  at  length  yielded 
to  his  employer's  persuasions. 

A  ship  was  now  fitted  out,  and 
bound  for  Maryland :  goods  to  « 
large  amount  were  shipped  on 
boatd,  but  re-landed  before  the 
vessel  sailed,  and  a  lading  of  brick- 
bats taken  in  by  way  df  ballast. 

They  had  not  been  long  at  sea 
when  a  hole  was  bored  in  the  side 
of  the  ship,  and  a  cask  of  combust!, 
ble  ingredients  was  set  on  fire  with 


a  view  to  destroy  her.  The  fire  no 
sooner  appeared  than  the  captain 
called  to  some  convicted  transports 
then  in  the  hold,  to  inquire  if  they 
had  fired  the  vessel ;  which  appears 
to  have  been  only  a  feint,  to  con- 
ceal the  real  design. 

The  boat  being  hoisted  out,  all 
the  crew  got  safe  on  shore;  and 
then  Lancey  repaired  immediately 
to  Benson,  to  inform  him  of  what 
had  passed :  Benson  instantly  dis- 
patched him  to  a  proctor,  before 
whom  he  swore  that  the  ship  had 
accidentally  taken  fire,  and  that  it 
was  impossible  to  prevent  the  con- 
sequences which  followed. 

Lancey  now  repaired  to  his  own 
house,  and  continued  with  as  much 
apparent  unconcern  .as  if  tncb  a 
piece  of  villainy  had  not  been  per- 
petrated ;  but  he  was  soon  after- 
wards taken  into  custody  by  acoo- 
stablc,  who  informed  him  that  oath 
had  been  made  of  the  transactioo 
before  the  mayor  of  Eseter  by  one 
of  the  seamen.  Lancey,  however, 
did  not  express  much  concern,  se- 
cure in  his  idea  of  proteotion  from 
the  supposed  influence  of  Benson* 

On  the  following  day  Lanc^, 
and  one  of  the  sh^*s  crew,  wefre 
committed  to  the  gaol  of  Exetei*, 
where  they  remained  three  months  ; 
and,  being  then  removed  to  Loll. 
don,  were  examined  by  SirThonms 
Salisbury,  the  judge  of  the  Admi- 
ralty Court,  and  committed  to  the 
prison  of  the  Marshahea.  Appli. 
tation  was  afterwards  n\ade  to  tlie 
Court  of  Admiralty,  to  admit  theta 
to  bail ;  and  there  appeared  to  bo 
no  objection  to  granting  the  fkvoor  ; 
but  Benson^  on  whom  they  had  de- 
pended for  bail,  had  absconded,  to 
escape  the  justice  due  to  hii  atro- 
cious crime. 

Being  committed  to  Newgate, 
they  were  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  sessions  of  Admiralty  heM  at 
the  Old  Bailey ;  when  Lancey  wai 
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oapiiAlly  coQvictedi  and  receifed 
Si-ntence  of  death;  but  the  other, 
was  acquitted. 

Lancey  lay  in  prison  about  four 
months  after  coiiYictioD,  during 
which  his  behaviour  was  altogether 
consistent  with  his  unhappy  situa- 
tion. His  Christian  charity  was  re* 
markable  tonards  Benson;  for, 
though  that  wicked  man  had  been 
the  cause  and  instigator  of  his  ruin, 
yet  he  never  once  reflected  on  him, 
but  imputed  all  the  crime  to  him- 
self,  and  appeared  to  behold  it  in 
its  genuine  light  of  deformity. 

It  was  presumed,  when  he  was 
first  apprehended,   that  he   might 


have  been  admitted  an  evidene« 
against  Benson,  if  ho  wonld  have 
impeached  him;  but  this  he  steadily 
refused  to  do. 

His  devotional  exercises  were  ex- 
emplary :  he  attended  prayers  in 
the  most  regular  manner,  and  gave 
every  proof  of  his  contrition.  He 
was  accompanied  to  the  place  of 
execution  by  two  clergymen  ;  and, 
having  confessed  his  guilt  in  a 
speech  to  the  surrounding  multi- 
tude, he  underwent  the  sentence  of 
the  law  on  the  7th  t>f  June,  1754, 
at  Execution  Dock,  in  the  27(h 
year  of  his  age. 


Ann  Williams  burnt  at  the  Stake, 

ANN  WILLIAMS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  HER  HUSBAND. 

The  behaviour  of  this  fiend  bad  dictatorial ;  her  husband  the  very 

loog  be^n  a  prelude  to  the  diabo.  reverse.     His  mild  and  quiet  dSs. 

Ucal  crime  which  she  committed,  position  served  only  to  nurse  her 

Sbc  was  in  her  family  turbulent  and  opposition  and  violence.     He  had 

VOL.  If.  45 
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long  gifen  way  to  her  in  all  things, 
and  she,  in  return,  ruled  him  with 
arodoftron. 

Before  the  commission  of  this 
horrid  deed  we  have  found  women 
make  use  of  man's  unqualified  in- 
dulgence. Hence  arose  (be  ? uigar 
saying  of  ^  the  grey  mare  being  the 
better  horse,'  of  ^  hen-pecked  hus- 
bands,' and  many  other  irritating 
observations  on  men  troubled  with 
shrews. 

One  of  the  wisest  of  the  ancient 
philosophers  had'hisXantippe:  and 
the  poet  sings, 

'  When  man  to  woman  gives  the  sway. 
To  what  is  right  thej  oft  say  Nay/ 

The  jpliancy  of  the  more  unfor- 
tunate man  in  question  could  not 
shield  him  from  the  consequence  of 
the  ascendency  she  had  ofer  him ; 
it  sunk  into  contempt,  and  she  de- 
termined to  rule  alone.  To  eflect 
this,  her  wicked  heart  suggested 
the  d£ath  of  her  husband.  For  this 
horrid  purpose  she  prevailed  on 
their  servant-man  to  purchase  some 
white  mercury,  which  she  mixed  in 
some  gruel,  and  caused  him  to  eat 
it.  Thi9  mode  of  administering  the 
poison,  it   was  conjectured,   was 


adopted  in  contempt  of  him  \  for  it 
appeared  the  poor  man  did  not  Uke 
gruel.  She  then  directed  him  ta' 
draw  her  some  ale,  of  which  he  also 
drank ;  and  was  immediately  seised 
with  violent  purgings  and  vomiting. 
She  told  the  man,  whom  it  seems 
she  meant  afterwards  to  share  her 
bed,  that  she  '  had  given  her  hus- 
band the  stuff  he  brought,  and  that 
It  was  operating  purely.' 

The  dying  man,  in  his  agonies, 
said  his  wife  was  a  wicked  wonao; 
that  he  was  well  until  she  made 
him  eat  sofne  pap,  which  had  done 
his  business,  and  that  he  should  be 
a  dead  man  on  the  morrow ;  and, 
in  spite  of  medical  aid,  he  died  next 
day,  his  body  being  in  a  state  of 
mortification. 

The  horrid  crime  being  fully 
proved  against  her,  she  received 
sentence  to  be  burnt  at  the  stake, 
which  sentence  was  accordingly  car- 
ried into  execution  at  Gloucester, 
April  13,  1753,  among  a  number 
of  spectators,  who  showed  Kttle 
pity  for  her  fate,  and  which  be- 
came still  more  shocking  from  de- 
nying the  fact,  so  incootrov^rtibly 
proved,  to  the  very  last  moment  of 
her  existence. 


DOCTOR  ARCHIBAl-D  CAMERON, 

EXECUTED    FOR  IflGU  TREASON. 


TuE  rebellion  having  been  now 
suppressed  nearly  eight  years,  and 
the  British  nation  enjoying  internal 
peace,  we  could  have  wished  thq 
royal  mercy  had  been  extended  to 
Dr. Cameron,  whose  private  charac 
^ter  was  unexceptionable.  Indeed 
the  very  small  part  he  took  in  the 
crime,  for  which  he  suffered  equally 
with  the  most  active  chief,  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  drawn  into  the 
comipission  of  by  attending  hi^  el- 
der brother  alone  with  his  profes- 
sional services. 

By  an  act.  of  attsunder  passed 


the  year  after  the  rebellion,  for 
the  effectual  punishment  of  persons 
concerned  in  it,  the  life  of  Dr.  Ca^^ 
meron  was  forfeited  to  its  rigour. 

The  brother  of  this  nnfortuna,tp 
man  was  the  dubsf  of  <;he  fi^mily  oif 
their  name  in  the  Highlands,  and 
had  obtained  the  highest  degree  of 
reputation  by  his  zealous  and  ef- 
fectual endeavours  to  civilize  the 
manners  of  his  countrymen. 

Dr.  Cameron,  being  intended  by 
his  father  for  the  profesaioa  of  tlw. 
law,  was  sent  to  Glasgow,  whore, 
he,  continued  his  studies  some  yeara  ; 
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but)  bfttttig  an  attgdmmit  to  the 
praetice  of  pliysfc,  he  entered  int 
the  University  of  Edinburgh  ;  from 
whence  he  went  to  Paris,  and  then 
completed  his  studies  at  Ley  den ,  in 
Holland. 

Though  well  qualified  to  hare  cut 
a  respectable  figure  iq  any  capital 
city,  yet  he  chose  to  reside  for  life 
near  his  natWe  place ;  and,  having 
returned  to  the  Highlands,  he  mar- 
ried, and  settled  in  the  small  town 
of  Lothaber;  where,  though  his 
practice  was  limited,  his  generous 
conduct  rendered  him  the  delight 
and  the  blessing  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. His  wi(b  bore  him  seven 
children,  and  was  pregnant  of  the 
eighth  at  the  unfortunate  period  of 
his  death. 

While  Dr.  Cameron  was  liviog 
happy  in  the  domestic  way,  the  re- 
bellion broke  out,  and  Isdd  the 
foundation  of  the  ruin  of  himself 
and  his'  family.  The  Pretender,* 
having  landed,  went  to  the  house 
"  of  Mr.  McDonald,  and  sent  for  the 
doctor's  brother,  who  went  to  him, 
and  did  all  in  his  power  to  dis- 
snade  him  from  an  undertaking 
from  which  nothing  but  ruin  could 
entae. 

The  elder  Mr.  Cameron  having 
prerlousry  promised  to  bring  all  his 
clan  in  aid  of  the  Pretender,  the 
latter  upbraided  him  with  an  in  ten. 
lion  of  breaking  his  promise ;  which 
so  afi^ted  the  generous  spirit  of 
the  Highhinder,  that  he  immediately 
irent  and  took  leave  of  his  wife/ 
and  gave  ordert  for  his  vassals,  to 
the  number  of  near  twelve  hun- 
dred, to  have  recourse  to  arms.*^ 

This  being  done,  he  sent  for  his 
brother,  to  attend  him, as  a  phy.. 
sician ;  but  the  doctor  urged  every 
argument  against  so  rash  an  nnder. 
taking,  from  which  he  even  be- 


sought him  on  his  knees  to  desist. 
The  brother  would  not  be  denied  i 
and  the  doctor  at  length  agreed  to 
attend  him  as  a  physician,  though 
he  absolutely  refused  to  accept  of 
any  commission  in  the  rebel  army. 

This  unhappy  gentleman  was  dis. 
tinguished  by  his  humanity ;  and 
gave  the  readiest  assistance,  by 
night  or  day,  to  any  wounded  men 
of  the  royal  army,  who  were  madd 
prisoners  by  the  rebels.  His  bro- 
ther being  wounded  in  the  leg  at  the 
battle  of  Falkirk,  he  attended  him 
with  the  kindest  assiduity,  till  him«* 
self  was  likewise  slightly  wounded. 

Dr.  Cameron  exhibited  repeated 
instances  of  his  humanity:  but  when 
the  battle  of  Culloden  gave  a  deci^ 
sive  stroke  to  the  hopes  of  the  re^* 
bels,  he  and  his  brother  escaped  to 
the  western  islands,  whence  they 
stilled  to  France,  in  a  vessel  be* 
longing  to  that  kingdom. 

The  doctor  was  appointed  phy- 
sician to  a  French  regiment,  of 
which  his  brother  obtained  the 
command;  but  the  latter  dying  at 
the  end  of  two  years,  the  doctor 
became  physician  to  Ogilvie's  regi^i 
tbent,  then  in  Flanders. 

A  subscription  being  set  on  foot, 
in  England  and  Scotland,  in  the 
year  1760,  for  the  relief  of  those 
persons  who  had  been  attainted, 
and  escaped  into  foreign  countries, 
the  doctor  came  into  England  to^ 
receive  the  money  for  his  unfbrtu- 
nate  fellow-suflferers.  At  the  end 
of  two  years  another  subscription 
was  opened;  when  the  doctor, 
whose  pay  was  inadequate  to  tbo 
support  of  his  numerous  family, 
came  once  more  to  this  country ; 
and,  having  written  a  number  of 
urgent  letters  to  his  friends,  it  was 
rumoured  that  he  was  returned. 

Hereupon    a  detachment   froiil 


*  At  this  time  Mr.  Cameron's  estate  did  not  exceed  seven  hundred  pounds  per  aa- 
nam.  His  beii>g  able,  then,  to  arm  such  a  number,  is  a  proof  of  the  poverty  and  the 
ta«salage  of  tht^  country  at  that  period. 
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Lord  George  Beauclerk's  regiment 
was  sent  in  search  of  bim,  and  he 
vas  taken  in  the  following  man- 
ner:— Captain  Graves,  with  thirty 
soldiers,  going  towards  the  place 
where  it  was  presumed  he  was  con- 
cealed, saw  a  little  girl  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  a  yillage,  who,  on  their 
approach,  fled  towards  another  yiI? 
lagc.  She  was  pursued  by  a  ser-. 
Tant  and  two  soldiers,  who  could 
only  come  near  enough  to  observe 
her  whispering  to  a  boy,  who 
seemed  to  have  been  placed  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  intelligence. 

Unable  to  overtake  the  boy, 
^  they  prescnipd  their  guns  at  him  ; 
on  which  he  fell  on  his  knees,  and 
begged  his  life;  which  they  pro« 
mised,  on  the  condition  that  he 
would  show  them  the  place  where 
Dr.  Cameron  was  concealed. 

The  boy  pointed  to  the  house 
where  he  was,  which  the  soldiers 
surrounded,  and  took  him  prisoner. 
Being  sent  to  Edinburgh,  he  was 
thence  conducted  to  London,  and 
eommitted  to  the  Tower. 
.  While  in  this  confinement  he  was 
denied  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  and  pa- 
per, nor  suffered  to  speak  to  his 
friends  but  when  the  warder"  was 
present.  On  his  examination  be- 
fore the  lords  of  the  privy  council, 
he  denied  that  he  was  the  same 
l)r.  Cameron  whose  name' had  been 
mentioned  in  the  act  of  attainder ; 
which  made  it  necessary  to  procure 
Mving  efidence  to  prove  his  identity. 

Being  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  on  the  17th 
of  May,  he  was  arraigned  on  the 
act  of  attainder,  when,  declining  to 
give  the  Court  any  farther  trouble, 
he  acknowledged  that  he  was  the 
person  who  had  been  attainted ;  on 
which  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  I^ee 
pronounced  sentence  in  the  follow- 
ing terms :— ^  You,  Archibald  Ca- 
tneron,  of  Lochiel,  in  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  must 


be  reoaoved  from  hence  (t>  his  : 
jesty's  prison  of  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, from  whence  you  came,  and 
on  Thursday,  the  7th  of  June  next^ 
your  body  to  be  drawn  on  a  sledge 
to  the  place  of  execution  ;  there  io 
be  hanged,  but  not  till  you  are 
dead ;  your  bowels  to  be  taken 
out,  your  body  quartered,  your 
head  cut  off,  and  affixed  at  the 
king's  disposal ;  and  the  Lord  have 
mercy  on  your  soul !' 

After  his  commitment  to  the 
Tower  he  begged  to  see  his  wife^ 
who  was  then  at  Lisle,  in  Flanders  ; 
and,  on  her  arrival,  the  meeting 
between  them  was  inexpressibly, 
affecting.  The  unhappy  lady  wept 
incessantly,  on  reflecting  on  the 
fate  of  her  husband,  herself,  and 
numerous  family. 

Coming  to  take  her  final  leave  of 
hin!>  on  the  morning  of  execation^ 
she  was  so  agitated  by  her  contend- 
ing passions,  that  she  was  attacked 
by  repeated  fits;  and,  a  few  days 
after  the  death  of  her  unfortanate 
husband,  she  became  totally  de- 
prived of  her  senses. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1765,  the 
sheriffs  went  to  the  Tower,  aad 
do^ianded  the  body  of  Dr.  Archi- 
bald Cameron,  who  was  accordingly 
brought  to  them  by  William  Ran- 
ford,  Esq.  the  deputy-lleutenant. 

As  soon  as  he  was  seated  on  the 
sledge,  whereon  he  was  to  be  drawn 
to  the  place  of  execution,  he  re- 
quested to  speak  to  his  wife ;  but 
being  informed  that  she  had  left  ihh 
Tower,  after  taking  leave  of  him» 
at  eight  o'clock^  he  replied  he  was 
sorry  for  it;  upon  which  the  sledge 
moved  towards  Tyburn,  among  a 
great  number  of  spectators,  who 
all  pitied  his  situation. 

The  doctor  was  dressed  in  a  light- 
coloured  coat,  rod  waistcoat,  and 
breeches,  and  a  new  bag- wig.  He 
looked  much  at  the  spectators  in 
the  houses  and  balconies,  as  well  m 
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at  those  in  the  itreets,  and  bowed 
to  several  persons  with  whom  he 
had  been  acquainted. 

At  a  quarter  past  twelve  the 
solemn  procession  reached  Tjburn, 
where  he  looked  on  the  officers  and 
spectators  with  an  undaunted  and 
composed  countenance;  and,  as 
soon  as  unloosed  from  the  sledge,  he 
started  up,  and,  with  an  heroic  de- 
portment, stepped  up  into  the  cart ; 
whence,  looking  round  with  uncon- 
cern on  all  the  apparatus  of  death, 
be  smiled.  Seeing  the  clergyman 
that  had  before  attended  him  coming 
up  the  steps,  he  came  forward  to 
meet  him,  and  endeavoured,  with  his 
fettered  hands,  to  help  him  up,  say- 
ing, ^  So,  are  yon  come  ? — this  is  a 
glorious  day  to  me :— >'tis  my  new 
birth-day  I— there  are  more  wit- 
nesses at  this  birth  than  at  my  first.' 

The  clergyman,  being  now  at  the 
side  of  the  cart,  asked  ^  how  he  felt 
himself.'  Ue  answered,  '  Thank 
God,  I  am  very  well,  but  a  little 
fatigued  with  my  journey ;  but, 
blessed  bo  God !  1  am  now  come  to 
the  end  of  it.' 

The  sheriff  asking  the  clergyman 
whether  he  would  be  long  about 
his  office,  Dr.  Cameron  immediately 
took  the  words,  and  said  he  re. 
quired  bat  very  little  time ;  for  it 
was  disagreeable  to  be  there,  and 
be  was  as  impatient  to  be  gone  as 
they  were. 

The  clergyman  then  demanded 
of  the  gentleman  who  bad  spoken 
whether  he  was  the  sheriff,  and,  on 
being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
he  told  him  Dr.  Cameron's  business 
wonld  be  chiefly  with  him ;  that  he 
had  something  to  communicate  to 
him,  if  be  would  take  the  trouble  to 
come  near,  which  he  very  readily 
oomplied  with,  and  endeavoured  to 
ride  his  horse  close  to  the  cart;  but 
finding  the  beast  a  little  unruly,  and 
that  hfi  oonhl  not  hear  what  the 


doctor  said  by  reason  of  the  noise 
of  the  multitude,  he  beckoned  with 
his  hand  for  silence,  but  to  no 
purpose;  upon  which  he  h^jmancly 
alighted,  and  came  up  to  the  steps  ; 
whence,  with  great  civility  and  at- 
tention, he  listened  to  the  doctor, 
who  spoke  to  the  following  pur- 
pose !— 

^  Sir,  you  see  a  fellow-subject 
just  going  to  pay  his  last  debt :  I 
more  cheerfully  resign  my  life,  as 
it  is  taken  from  me  for  doing  my 
duty,  according  to  my  conscience. 
1  freely  forgive  all  my  enemies,  and 
those  who  have  been  instrumental 
in  taking  away  my  life.  I  thank 
God  1  die  in  charity  with  all  men. 

^  As  to  my  religion,  1  die  a  stead* 
fast,  though  unworthy,  member  of 
that  Church  hi  which  I  have  always 
lived,  the  Church  of  England ;  in 
whose  communion  I  hope,  through 
the  merits  of  my  blessed  Saviour^ 
for  forgiveness  of  my  sins,  for 
which  I  am  heartily  sorry. 

^  The  cusf  om  of  delivering  some, 
thing  in  writing,  on  such  occasions 
as  this,  I  should  willingly  have  com- 
plied with,  had  it  not  been  put  out 
of  my  power,  being  denied  the  use 
of  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  except  in 
the  presence  of  some  of  my  keepers. 

'  But  what  I  intend  my  country 
should  be  informed  of,  with  regard 
to  my  dying  sentiments,  I  have,  by 
means  of  a  blunt  pencil,  endeavoured 
to  set  down  im  some  slips  of  papery 
as  1  came  by  them,  in  as  legible 
characters  as  I  was  able ;  and  these 
1  have  left  in  the  hands  of  my  wife, 
charging  her,  on  her  duty  to  her 
dying  husband,  to  transmit,  with 
all  convenient  speed,  a  faithful 
transcript  of  them  to  you  ;  and  I 
am  confident  she  will  faithfuUy  dis- 
charge the  trust.' 

This  truly  unfortunate  man  then 
told  the  sheriff  he  would  no  longer 
presume  upon  his  patience;    but 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


163       KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR". 


the  sheriff,  with  looks  that  showed 
a  great  deal  of  concern,  begged  he 
would  take  as  much  time  as  he 
pleased,  for  he  would  wait  until 
he  was  ready.  The  doctor  thanked 
him ;  and,  turning  to  the  clergy- 
man, said,  ^  I  have  now  done  with 
this  world,  and  am  ready  to  leave  it.' 

Me  now  joined  him  in  some  short 
prayers,  and  repeated  some  ejacu- 
lations out  of  the  Psalms ;  then  em- 
braced the  clergyman,  and  took  his 
farewell. 

As  the  diTine  was  going  down 
from  the  cart  he  had  nearly  missed 
the  steps ;  which  the  doctor  obserr. 
ing ;  he  called  to  him  in  a  cheerful 
tone  of  Tolce,  saying, '  Take  care  how 
you  go ;  I  think  yon  don't  know 
this  way  as  well  as  I  do !'  and  now, 
giTing  the  signal,  the  cart  drew 
from  under  him. 

After  the  body  had  hung  twenty 
minutes  it  was  cut  down :  the 
heart  was  taken  out  and  burnt, 
but  it  was  not  quartered. 

On  the  following  Sunday  the 
remains  of  Dr.  Cameron  were  in- 


terred in  a  large  Tault  in  Ae  Saroy 
chapel*. 

Such  was  the  end  of  aa  uoforta 
nate  man,  who  appears,  from  all 
we  ha?e  been  able  to  learn  of  himy 
to  have  deserved  a  better  fate*  Well 
educated,  humane  in  disposition, 
the  kind  husband,  tender  father, 
and  affectionate  friend,  he  is  al. 
most  the  last  one  would  hare  sus- 
pected to  have  come  to  such  an  ig«. 
nominions  end :  and,  indeed,  what 
ought  to  speak  in  his  praise,  bis  ffa« 
temal  affccttoo  seems  to  have  led 
to  his  ruin. 

Dr.  Cameron  was  the  last  person 
who  suffered  on  account  of  the  re- 
bellion ;  and,  of  all  who  were  con- 
cerned in  it,  perhaps  he  was  the 
least  deserving  of  his  calamitous 
fate:  but  the  ways  of  Providence 
are  inscrutable ;  and  it  is  the  duty 
of  mortals  to  adore  that  divine 
wisdom  which  they  cannot  compre- 
hend—-that  wisdom,  which,  being 
enwrapped  in  the  clouds  which  sur- 
round mortality,  will  be  developed 
in  a  future,  a  more  perfect,  state  I 


CHRISTOPHER  JOHNSON  AND  JOHN  STOCKDALE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDEA. 


In  the  account  o(  Johnson  we 
trace  his  birth  to  Newgate :  he  was 
the  son  of  one  Roger  Johnson  and 
his  wife,  who  wefe  prisoners  on  a 
charge  of  a  defraud.  Soon  after 
they  obtained  their  liberty  the 
lather  died ;  and  the  mother  sent 
the  child  to  her  relations  at  Derby, 
who,  having  given  him  a  tolerable 
^ucation,  apprenticed  him  to  a 
saddler;  but  at  the  expiration  of 
three  years  he  ran  away,  and  tra- 
yelled  to  London. 

On  his  arrival  he  went  to  some  of 
his  mother's  relations,  who  endea«* 
youred  to  persuade  him  to  return  to 
Derby  ;  but,  deaf  to  their  advice, 
•9d  having  iipbibed  false  ideas  of 


gentility,  he  procured  some  elegast 
clothes,  and  frequented  the  gaming- 
houses, where  he  soon  made  ^ 
most  dangecotts  connexions,  and 
arrived  at  the  head  of  his  profession* 

From  the  practice  of  gaming  he 
took  to  that  of  forgery,  as  be  was 
remarkably  expert  in  imitating  th« 
hands  of  other  people  to  notes  pay- 
able to  himself;  by  which  he  re- 
peatedly acquir^  money,  but  still 
escaped  detection. 

His  temerity  was  such,  that  he 
sometimes  arrested  persons  on  whoa 
he  had  committed  forgeries,  and 
compelled  the  payment  of  the 
money  by  having  people  ready  ta 
swear  that   the  haodwritinf  wai 
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tkU  of  the  purty  whose  name  was  . 
subscribed  to  (he  draft. 

The  following  is  one  specimen  of 
his  dences  :•— He  forged  a  note  on  a 
lady  of  considerable  fortune,  and 
signed  her  name  to  it  so  liice  her 
writing,  that  she  almost  discredited 
her  own  sight  when  she  read  it 
Johnson  arrested  her ;  but,  as  she 
iLuew  she  had  given  no  such  note, 
she  bailed  the  action,  and  prepared 
to  stand  trial  ;  but  the  guilty  man 
declined  all  farther  proceedings. 

During  this  abandoned  course  of 
life  he  became  aoquatitted  with  the 
dsaghter  of  aman  who  kept  an  ale* 
house  HI  the  Strand,  and  they  were 
priyately  married  in  the  Fleet ;  but^ 
ammosities  soon  arising  between 
them,  they  proceeded  from  words  to 
Mows ;  the  consequence  of  which 
^as  that  they  parted,  and  his  wife 
hecame  a  common  streetwalker. 

After  this  Johnson  took  to  pick- 
ing pocketl,  and  other  low  prac* 
1^ce$  of  defraud ;  but  a  miserable 
poverty  still  attended  him,  for  what 
he  got  dishonestly  was  soon  spent 
in  dissipation.  At  length  he  met 
with  Stockdale  at  Sadler's  Wells, 
and  agreed  to  see  him  (be  next  even, 
log  at  a  house  in  Uolbom. 
.  Stockdale  Was  born  at  Lieicester, 
where  bis  father  was  a  reputable 
proctor,  who  ga^c  him  an  exceU 
lent  education,  but  was  too  fond  of 
him  to  keep  that  strict  guard  o?er 
his  conduct  which  might  have  been 
essential  to  his  future  welfare.  He 
very  soon  showed  a  disposition'  (o 
idleness,  which  was  not  properly 
checked  by  his  parents,  who  would 
DOt  permit  his  schoolmaster  to 
chastise  Mm  for  his  fauKs. 

When  the  father  saw  his  error, 
he  determined,  in  pursuance  of  the 
«d?ice  of  some  friends,  to  send  him 
to  a  proctor  in  Doctors'  Commons, 
iwbere  he  hoped  to  bear  of  a  speedy 
reformation  in  his  manners. 


Stockdale,  hoWever,  was  of  toa 
idle  a  disposition,  to  brook  confine- 
ment. His  extravagance  exceeded 
the  bounds  of  his  father's  allow- 
ance, and  he  borrowed  of  his  ac 
quaintance  to  supply  his  immediate, 
wants. 

in  this  way  he  went  on^  fie. 
quenting  places  of  public  difersion^ 
till  those  who  had  lent  him  moneyt 
teased  him  for  a  return  of  it;  and 
he  was  at  a  loss  for  farther  re« 
sources,  when  he  met  Johnson  at 
Sadler's  Wells,  as  above  mentioned. 

On  the  following  day  these  ilU 
fated  youths  met  at  the  appointed 
place,  and  made  a  contract  for  their 
mutual  destruction.  At  this  time 
Johnson  was  under  twenty,  and 
Stockdale  not  eighteen  years  of 
age. 

Stockdale  agreed  to  accompany 
Johnson;  and  the  next  day  thej 
hired  horses  and  rode  towardi 
Romford,  near  which  the  party 
lived  whom  they  intended  to  rob ; 
and,  baring  wasted  the  time  ttH 
night,  they  tied  their  horses  to  a 
hedge, and,  being  armed  with  pistols^ 
they  knocked  at  the  door,  which 
being  opened  by  the  old  gentleman^ 
Johnson  preheated  a  pistol  to  his 
breast ;  and  then  they  bound  him 
and  his  two  servants,  and  told  the ' 
master  (hat  he  must  expect  imme- 
diate death  if  he  did  not  discover 
where  his  money  was  concealed. 

Terrified  by  this  threat,  he  told 
them  to  take  a  key  from  his  pocket) 
which  would  open  a  bureau,  whore 
they  would  find  a  bag  containing 
all  the  cash  then  in  his  poksession. 
The  robbers  having  seized  the  pro- 
perty, Johnson  put  the  bag  into  his 
p(>cket,  and  their  remounted,  and 
rode  to  Loudon,  where  they  found 
Ihe  booty  to  consist  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  :  but  (bis  they  soon 
dissipated  in  acts  of  extravagance^ 
and  then  proceeded  (o  commit  a 
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Qiun^r  of  robberies  on  the  roads 
of  Essex  and  Kent. 

It  Js  now  proper  to  mention  the 
crime  for  which  they  suffered— *a 
marder  equally  barbarous  and  no- 
proTolced.  They  took  horses  in 
Holborn,  and,  haTing  rode  to  Ed- 
monton,  turned  up  a  lane,  where 
they  met  a  postman  who  was  carry* 
ing  letters  round  the  neighborhood : 
the  man  goodnaturedly  opened  the 
gate  for  them  to  pass,  when  John- 
son demanded  his  money  and  watch, 
which  he  held  out  to  them^and  at  that 
instant  was  shot  duad  by  Stockdale. 

The  murder  was  no  sooner  com- 
mitted than  they  hastened  to  Lon- 
don; and,  though  the  country  was 
alarmed  at  what  had  happened,  they 
rode  on  the  following  day  to  Houn- 
slow,  where  they  dined.  After 
dinner  they  called  for  their  horses  ; 
but  Stockdale  was  so  intoxicated 
that  he  at  first  fell  from  his  horse, 
but  was  replaced. 

The  magistrates  haying  by  this 
time  sent  out  a  number  of  consta- 
bles, the  murderers  were  taken  into 
custody,  and  carried  before  a  ma- 
'gistrate,  when  Stockdale  acknow- 
ledged his  gniit ;  but  by  this  time 
Johnson  was  so  dmnk  that  he  was 
insensible  of  his  commitment  to 
Newgate. 

When  Stockdale's  master  heard 
of  his  unhappy  situation  he  imme- 
diately wrote  to  his  father,  who, 
coming  to  London,  had  a  very  af. 
fecting  interview  with  his  hon,  who 
exclaimed,  ^Oh,  sir,  how  shall  I 
look  you  in  the  face  ?  what  disgrace 
have  I  brought  upon  you,  what  de- 
struction upon  myself !  A  shame- 
ful death  is  preparing  for  me  in  this 
world  ;  but  what  in  the  next,  God 
knows !' 

The  father  advised   him   to  an 


early  preparation  for  theawfol  Cst» 
that  awaited  him,  and  refused  to 
flatter  him  with  hopes  of  that  par. 
don  which  could  not  reasonably  be 
expected.  He  comforted  himsdf 
accordingly,  and  intended  to  have 
pleaded  guilty,  but  was  afterwards 
advised  not  to  do  so. 

When  brought  up  to  receive  Mn^^ 
tence  of  death,  Johnson  was  so  un- 
well, that  he  was  indulged  with  a 
chair. 

Stockdale  kept  up  his  spirits  With 
decent  fortitude,  until  his  eye*  met 
those  of  a  gentleman  near  him  with 
whom  ho  had  lived,  when  he  burst 
into  tears,  and  continued  in  great 
agitation  the  remainder  of  the  awful 
time,  frequently  beating  his  head 
and  breast  in  a  violent  manner. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1753,  they 
were  carried  to  Tyburn.  Johnsoii| 
was  so  extremely  debilitated  that 
he  could  pay  no  attention  at  the 
place  of  execution  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  his  soul  for  another  life  ;* 
bnt  Stockdale  prayed  f erven tlj% 
and  made  a  pathetic  address  to  the 
populace  at  the  fatal  tree. 

After  hanging  the  usual  time, 
their  bodies  were  taken  to  Sur. 
geons'  Hall  for  dissection;  and 
preparation  for  that  purpose  was 
making,  when  an  order  came  from 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state 
that  they  should  be  hung  in  chains 
on  Winchmore  Hill,  whore  they 
were  accordingly  placed — a  terrible 
example ! 

Soon  after  they  were  hung  in 
chains  the  following  advertisement 
appeared  in  the  London  Gaxette : 
^General  Post  Office, 
'Oct.  28,  1753. 

'  Whereas  an  anonymous  letter 
has  been  sent  to  the  Right  Hpnonu 
ble  Thomas  Earl  of  Leicester,  his 


*  We  cannot  avoid  questioning  the  moral  right  of  man  puttins  man  to  a  public  deatli 
in  a  slate  of  insemibiJity  :  it  is  little  better  than  icuding  his  ion),  unprepared,  to  render 
up  an  account  of  his  sins  to  his  Maker. 
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majesty's  pot tnuuter.general,  in  the 
following  terms: 
"  Mj  Lord, 
*^  I  find  that  it  was  by  yoar  or- 
ders that  Mr.  Stockdale  was  hang 
in  chains  :  now,  if  yon  donH  order 
him  to  be  taken  down,  I  will  set 
fire  to  jour  house,  and  blow  your 
brains  oat  the  first  opporta- 
nitj. 

**  Thursday,  October,  1753/' 
*'  A  reward  of  one  hundred 
pounds  is  hereby  offered  to  any  per- 
son who  shall  or  may  make  a  disco- 
Tery  of  the  party  or  parties  con- 
cerned in  writing  or  sending  the 
aboTesaid  letter,  so  that  he,  she,  or 
they,  may  be  con?icted  thereof; 
together  with  his  majesty*s  most 
gracious  pardon  to  any  accomplice 


who  shall  make  discovery  of  the 
same. 

^  By  order  of  the  postmaster. 
^  general, 
*  Gborob  Shelyokb,  Sec.' 
The  incendiary  was  not  disco* 
vered;  Stockdale's  remains  coftti*. 
nued  on  the  gibbet ;  and  the  post-^ 
master-general  and  his  house  re* 
mained  in  safety. 

It  is  impossible  bat  that  young 
''men  of  any  degree  of  sense  mast 
be  struck  with  the  case  of  thesr  of- 
fenders, particularly  that  of  Stock-, 
dale,  who  bein^  well  educated,  and 
respectably  placed  in  the  world, 
could  so  easily  forego  all  his  better 
prospects  to  become  at  once  a  rob- 
ber and  a  murderer ! 


'  MARY  SQUIRES  AND  ELIZABETH  CANNING, 

THE  FORMEa  COVTICTED  OF  ROBBERY,  AMD   TUB  LATTER    TRANSPORTED 

FOR  PERJURY. 

adding  to  her  former  terror,  occa- 


This  is  a  case  upon  which  human 
sagacity  can  hardly  determine:  we 
shall,  therefore,  gi? e  a  fairly  stated 
account  from  the  e?idence  as  it 
arose,  and 

'  Nothing  eitenaate,  or  se^  down  aught  in 
aalice/ 

If  Elhuibeth  Canning's  own  story 
may  be  credited,  she  quitted  the 
bouse  of  her  mother,  near  Alder* 
maiibury,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1753;  and,  having  yisited  her  un- 
cle and  aunt,  who  lived  near  Salt- 
petre Bank,  was,  on  her  retnrn, 
assaulted  in  Moorfields  by  two  men, 
who  robbed  her  of  half  a  guinea, 
which  was  in  a  small  box  in  her 
pocket,  and  three  shillings  that  were 
loose.  They  also  took  her  gown, 
apron,  and  hat,  which  one  of  them 
pat  into  the  pocket,  of  his  great* 
coat;  on  which  she  screamed  out: 
bat  he  bound  a  handkerchief  round 
her  mouth,  and  tied  her  hands  be- 
hind her ;  after  which  she  received  a 
Tiolent  blow  on  the  head,  vrhlcb. 


sioned  her  falling  into  a  fit— a  dis- 
order to  which  she  had  been  sub- 
ject about  four  years. 

On  her  recovery  from  the  fit, 
and  about  half  an  hour  before  she 
reached  Wells's  house,  she  found 
herself  by  the  road-side,  the  two 
men  dragging  her  forward.  She 
observed  water  near  the  road,  and 
arrived  at  the  house  where  she  said 
she  was  confined  about  three  hours 
before  day-light.  When  she  came 
into  the  house  she  did  not  see  the 
mistress  of  it,  Susannah  Wells ;  but 
saw  Mary  Squires,  a  gipsy,  and 
two  girls. 

Squires,  taking  Canning  by  the 
hand,  asked  her  if  she  chose  to  go 
their  way ;  and,  if  she  would,  she 
should  hare  fine  clothes.  Canning^ 
understanding  that  her  meaning  was 
to  commence  prostitute,  replied  in 
the  negative;  on  which  Squires  took 
a  knife  from  a  drawer,  cut  the  lace 
from  her  stays,  and  took  them  from 
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ber«  TliM  Sqoiret  pushed  her  up  m 
few  stairs,  out  of  the  kitchen ,  to  a 
place  called  the  hay.loft,  and  shut 
the  door  on  her.  On  the  approach 
of  daj.llghtt  she  fowid  (hat  the 
room  had  neither  bed  nor  bedstead, 
and  only  hay  to  deep  on  ;  that  there 
was  a  black  pitcher  nearly  full  of 
water,  and  about  twenty.four  pieces 
of  bread,  in  the  whole  about  the 
quantity  of  a  quartern  loaf;  and 
tiiat  she  had  in  her  pocket  a  penny 
minced  pie,  which  she  had  bought 
to  carry  to  heir  brother. 

She  said  that  she  coTcred  herself 
with  a  bed-gown  and  handkerchief 
which  ehe  found  In  the  grate ;  and 
that,  for  the  space  of  twenty.eight 
days,  within  a  few  hours,  which  she 
remained  there,  she  had  no  food  nor 
liquor  except  what  is  above  men- 
tioned, nor  had  the  common  CTa- 
cuation  of  nature. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  of 
Monday,  the  29th  of  January,  she 
pulled  dqwn  a  board  that  was  nailed 
on  the  inside  of  the  window,  and, 
getting  her  head  first  out,  she  kept 
fast  hold  by  the  wall,  and  then 
dropped  into  a  narrow  place  by  a 
lane,  behind  which  wis  a  field. 

Having  got  into  the  highway,  she 
inquired  her  way  to  London,  but 
did  not  stop.  When  she  came  into 
Moorfields  the  clock  struck  ten  ; 
and  she  thence  proceeded  to  her 
inotfa«;r's,near  Aldermanbury,  where 
Ihe  told  the  above  story  to  two  gen. 
tfemen  with  whom  she  had  lived  as 
a  servant :  to  which  she  added,  that 
tlie  place  where  she  bad  been  con* 
fined  was  near  the  Hertfordshire 
toad,  which  was  evident  from  her 
having  seen  a  coachman  drive  by 
who  had  frequently  carried  her  mis- 
tress into  Hertfordshire. 

A  number  of  circumstances  giving 
treason  to  suspect  that  the  house  in 
which  she  had  been  confined  was 
that  of  Susannah  Wells,  a  warrant 
was  issued  to  appreh^d'her  and 


Squires,  and  such  other  people  ar 
might  be  found  in  t;he  house. 

Mr.  Lion,  with  whom  she  had 
lived  servant,  and  several  other  per- 
sons, went  with  her  to  execute  the  . 
warrant.  When  she  came  to  the 
place  she  fixed  on  Mary  Squires  as 
the  person  who  bad  robbed  her; 
and  she  said  that  Virtue  Hall  stood 
by  while  her  stays  were  cut  ofif. 

On  fhis  all  the  parties  were  car- 
ried before  Justice  Tyshmakeir; 
when  Hall  so  solemnly  denied  all 
knowledge  of  any  such  transaction 
having  happened  since  she  had  been 
in  the  house^  that  she  was  dis- 
charged; but  Squires  was  com- 
mitted to  the  New  Prison  for  Ihe 
robbery,  and  Wells  for  aiding  and 
abetting  her. 

Soon  afterwards  Justice  Fielding 
was  applied  to  for  a  warrant  for 
the  apprehension  of  Hall,  and  she 
was  examined  before  that  magistrate 
for  six  hours,  during  which  she  con- 
tinned  in  her  former  declaration. 
At  length  the  justice  said  that  he 
would  examine  her  no  longer,  but 
would  commit  her  to  prison^  and 
leave  her  to  stand  or  fall  by  the 
evidence  that  should  be  produced 
against  her ;  and  he  advised  aa  at- 
torney to  prosecute  her  as  a  felon. 

At  this  she  begged  to  be  heard^ 
and  said  she  would  tell  the  whole 
truth ;  and  the  substance  of  her  dei^ 
deration  was,  that  Canning  had 
beenatMrs«Wells's,aiid  was  robbed 
in  the  manner  that  she  had  declared. 

On  this  Squires  and  Wells  were 
brought  to  trial  at  the  Old  Bail^^ 
and  couTicted  priacipally  on  the 
evidence  of  Virtue  Hally  the  first 
forassauitiug  and  robbing  Elizabeth 
Canning,  and  the  latter  for  har- 
boring, oooccaling,  and  comfortia; 
her,  well  knowing  her  to  have  con* 
matted  the  robbery  ;  and  John  Gib* 
son,  William  Clark ,  and  Thona$ 
43revil,  having  positively  swoib 
that  Squires  wai  in  Doffeetshira  at 
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llM4Sflie<wlien  the  robbery  wim  laid. 
to  ha?e  been  perpetrated,  they  were 
comoiitted  to  be  tried  for  peijui|f . 

Some  gentlemen  wbo  had  boird 
the  trial,  being  dissatisfied  with  the 
eridence^  made  such  appUcation 
thatir  free  pardon  was  granted  U> 
Squires. 

In  the  mean  time  numbers  of 
people  were  of  opinion  tjiat  th^ 
c*«nirymen  had  sworn  to  the  truth; 
ukI  measures  were  accordingly 
t»ken  to  indict  Canning  for  per. 
jary :  but,  at  the  next  sessions,  her 
frteodt  preferred  bill^  of  indictment 
against  the  men.  Bills  of  indict- 
meat  against  the  opposite  parties 
^cifig  brought  at  the  same  time, 
ilbe  grmd  jury  threw  them  all  out; 
Imog  reiolred  not  to  gi?e  any  coun* 
taiance  to  such  a  scene  of  perjury 
as  must  arise  on  the  one  side  or  ttie 
other. 

This  happened  at  the  sessions  In 
April ;  but,  at  the  next  sessions,  in 
June,  bills  ofindictment  were  found 
against  the  countrymen.  These, 
however,  trere  intended  to  be  re. 
moved  into  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  by  writ  of  certiorari ;  but 
the  Court  refused  to  grant  the  writ, 
alleging  that  the  indictments  ought 
to  be  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  be. 
cause  the  king*s  commission  of  gaol 
delivery  was  directed  to  that  Court. 
On  this  the  countrymen  were  bailed; 
and,  at  the  sessions  held  in  the 
month  of  September  following,  they 
were,  arraigned,  but  were  honora* 
\iy  acquitted,  no  person  appearing 
toglre  evidence  against  them. 
.  Quires  being  pardoned,  and 
these  men  thus  acquitted,  the  public 
opinion  of  this  singular  case  became 
sfUll  more  divided.  Every  one  saw 
tlial  there  must  have  been  perjury 
in  the  affair ;  but  it  was  impoesiblo 
to  determine  on  which  side  it  lay. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  at 
that  tirne^  was  8ir  Crisp  Gascoyne, 
nkQ  axiertfid  himself  in  the  most  vi« 


gilant  manner  to  come  at  the  truth 
of  this  mysterious  affair ;  for  which, 
as  is  but  too  common,  he  was 
abused  with  a  degree  of  virulence 
that  reflected  the  highest  infamy  on 
his  calumniators ;  for,  whatever 
might  be  their  private  opinion,  or 
whatever  his  own,  it  was  certainly 
the  duty  of  a  good  magistrate  to 
endeavour  to  investigate  the  truth. 

In  the  month  of  May^  1754, 
Elizabeth  Canning  was  indicted  at 
the  Old  Bailey  for  wilful  and  car« 
rupt  perjury,  in  swearing  that  she 
had  been  robbed  by  Mary  Squires. 
A  great  number  of  witnesses  swore 
that  Squires  was  near  Abbotsbury 
at  the  time  that  the  robbery  was 
said  to  have  been  committed :  and* 
on  the  contrary,  more  than  thirt^r 
persons  of  reputation  declared  on 
oath  that  Canning's  character 
stood  flyo  fair  that  they  could  not 
conceive  her  capable  of  beingguilty 
of  such  an  atrocious  crime  as  wil- 
ful perjury. 

Ingenious  arguments  were  used 
by  the  counsel  on  each  side ;  and 
the  jury,  after  mature  deliberation, 
brought  in  a  verdict  that  .she  was 
guilty ;  in  consequence  of  which 
she  received  sentence  to  be  trans- 
ported for  seven  years. 

No  affair  ihat  was  ever  deter- 
mined in  a  judicial  way  did,  per- 
haps, so  much  excite  the  curi- 
osity 01^  divide  the  opinion  of 
the  public  as  that  in  question. — 
The  newspapers  and  magazines 
were  for  a  long  time  filled  with 
little  else  than  accounts  of  Canning 
and  Squires :  prints  of  both  parties 
were  published^  and  bought  with 
avidity.  Canning  was  remark  able 
for  what  b  called  the  plainness, 
and  Squires  for  the  ugliness^  of  pcr« 
son  ;  and  perhaps  there  never  was 
a  human  fac«  more  disagreeable 
than  that  of  the  latter. 

We^hall  here  give  extracts  from 
two  interesting  pamphlets  published 
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upon'  thii  subject— one  written  by 
Henry  Fielding,  £«q.  in  faiour  of 
Elisabeth  Canning ;  and  the  other 
by  Dr.  Hill,  on  the  side  of  Mary 
Squires,  the  gipsy.  In  Mr.  Field- 
ing's pamphlet,  entitled  ^A  clear 
State  of  the  Case  of  Elizabeth  Can. 
ning,'  il  giren  the  narrative  of  her 
being  seized  in  Moorfields,  ftc. 
^  The  objections,'  says  Mr.  Field. 
Ing,  <  to  the  truth  of  her  statement, 
are  placed  in  the  strongest  light, 
and  satisfactorily  answered;  and 
the  improbability  of  her  story  being 
false  clearly  shown.  That  fhe  girl, 
afttT  the  absence  of  a  month,  re. 
turned  in  the  dreadful  condition 
that  has  been  published,  is  a  known 
tflct.  A  Tery  fair  presumption  fol. 
lows  that  she  was  confined  some- 
where, and  by  some  person ;  that 
she  was  almost  starred  to  death ; 
that  she  was  confined  in  a  place 
whence  it  was  difficult  to  make  her 
escape ;  that,  howerer,  this  escape 
was  possible ;  and  that  at  length  she 
actually  made  it.  Now,  why  did 
this  girl  conceal  the  person  who 
thus  cruelly  used  her?  It  could 
not  be  a  loTcr ;  for,  among  all  the 
cruelties  by  which  men  have  become 
infamous  in  their  commerce  with 
women,  none  of  this  kind  can  be 
produced.  Again,  what  motive 
can  be  invented  for  her  laying  this 
heavy  charge  on  those  who  are  in- 
nocent ?  Can  it  be  believed  that  a 
young  girl  (hardlj  eighteen  years 
old,  who  hath  the  unanimous  testi- 
mony of  all  who  have  known  her 
from  her  infancy  to  support  the 
character  of  a  virtuous,  modest, 
sober,  well-disposed,  girl)  would 
endeavour  to  take  away  the  lives  of 
an  old  woman,  her  son,  and  another 
man,  as  well  as  to  ruin  another  wo- 
man, without  any  motiv^  whatever  ? 
As  to  any  motive  of  getting  money, 
nothing  can  be  more  groundless 
and  evidently  false  than  this  sug- 
gestion.   The  subscription  was  set 


on  foot,  long  after  the  ^rl*8  return 
to  her  mother,  by  several  well-dis- 
posed  neighbours  and  substantial 
tradesmen,  in  order  to  bring  a  set 
of  horrid  villains  to  justice ;  which 
then  appeared,  as  it  has  since 
proved,  to  be  a  matter  that  would 
be  attended  with  considerable  ex- 
pense. The  first  proposer  of  a  re- 
ward to  the  girl  was  a  noble  lord, 
who  was  present  at  the  last  exami* 
nation  of  this  matter  in  Bow  Street. 
Again,  as  the  girl  can  scarcely  bo 
supposed  wicked  enough,  she  is  cer. 
tainly  not  witty  enough,  to  ioTent 
such  a  story.  She  is  a  child  in- 
years,  and  yet  more  so  in  under, 
standing,  with  all  the  marks  of  stm. 
plicity  that  ever  were  discovered  in 
a  human  countenance.  Another 
improbability  of  the  falsehood  of 
her  story  arises  from  the  manner  in 
which  this  girl  hath  supported  it. 
Before  noblemen,  and  magistrates, 
and  judges,  persons  who  must  have 
inspired  a  girl  ^of  this  kind  with  the> 
highest  awe,  she  went  through  her 
evidence  without  hesitation,  con. 
fusion^  trembling,  change  of  coun. 
tenance,  or  other  apparent  emo- 
tion. As  such  a  behaviour  could' 
proceed  only  from  the  highest  im- 
pudencc  or  most  perfect  inno- 
cence, so  it  seemed  clearly  to  arise 
from  the  latter,  being  accompanied 
with  such  a  show  of  decency,  mo. 
desty,  and  simplicity,  that,  if  these 
were  all  affected  (which  those  who 
disbelieve  her  must  suppose),  it 
must  have  required  not  only  the 
highest  art,  but  the  longest  practice 
and  habit,  to  bring  it  to  such  a  de- 
gree of  perfection.  Another  im- 
probability is,  that  this  girl  should 
fix  on  a  place  so  far  from  home,  and* 
where  it  doth  not  appear  she  had 
ever  been  before.  In  this  point 
her  evidence  stands  confirmed  by 
the  declaration  of  Wells  herself. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  as  to  her* 
beihg  confined  there,  Wells  utterly 
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denies  it:  bot  she  as  positively 
afiirnis  that  Canning  was  nerer 
there  at  any  other  time,  nor  in  any 
other  manner.  Hence  arises  an 
utter  impossibility  of  (he  falsehood 
of  her  story  ;  for^  unless ^this  poor 
girl  had  been  well  acquaintetl  with 
the  house,  the  hay-loft,  the  pitcher, 
^.  how  was  it  possible  that  she 
rsfaould  describe  them  all  so  very 
exactly  as  she  did,  at  her  return  to 
her  mother's,  in  the  presence  of 
such  numbers  of  people  ?  Nay, 
>he  described  likewise  the  prospect 
that  appeared  from  the  hay-ioft  with 
^uch  exactness  as  required  a  long 
time  to  furnish  her  with  the  parti- 
culars. Another  improbability  is 
that  she  should  charge  the  gipsy 
woman,  when  she  must  have  known 
that  woman  could  prove  an  alibis 
(her  being  elsewhere,)  and  not  Su- 
sannah  Wells,  who  could  have  no 
.such  proof.' 

fiut  the  point  of  evidence,  which 
.was  the  principal  foundation  of  that 
credit  which  the  author  of  the '  State 
of  the  Case'  gave  to  this  extraordi- 
.oary  story,  is  the  agreement,  in 
,so  many  particular  circumstances, 
between  the  evidence  of  Eliaabeth 
Canning  and  Virtue  Hall.  That 
Virtue  Hall  had  never  seen  or 
heard  the  .evidence  of  Elizabeth 
Caooiog  at  the  time  when  she  made 
her  own  information  is  a  fact : 
.and  even  since  her  apostacy  she 
does  not  pretend  to  say  that  Can- 
BiDg  ai|d  she  laid  this  story  toge* 
.ther ;  but  imputes  her  evidence  to 
lier  being  bullied  and  threatened 
iato  it;  which,  to  the  knowledge 
lOf  maoy,  was  a  most  impudent 
Msehood :  and,  secondly,  ascribes 
lier  agreeing  with  Elizabeth  Can. 
Blof  to  having  heard  her  deliver 
her  evidence ;  which,  besides  being 
pttipossible,  has  been  proved  to  be 
•piolher  notorious  falsehood  by  a 
great  number  of  witnesses  of  in- 
diiputable  credit. 


^  I  have  this  very  aftembon,' 
(Sunday,  the  18th  instant)  adds  the 
author  of  the  ««  State  of  the  Case," 
^  read  over  a  great  number  of  affi- 
davits corroborating  the  whole  evi- 
dence of  Canning^  and  contradict* 
ing  the  alibi  defence  of  the  gipsy 
woman.  These  affidavits  are  by  un. 
questionable  witnesses ;  and  sworn 
before  three  worthy  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
who  live  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Enfield  Wash. 

'  Upon  the  whole-^this  case, 
whether  it  be  considered  in  a  pri- 
vate or  in  a  public  light,  deserves 
to  be  scrutinized  to  the  bottom ; 
and  that  can  only  be  done  by  the 
government  authorizing  some  very 
capable  and  very  imlifferent  per- 
sons to  examine  into  it ;  and  parti, 
cularly  into  the  alibi  defence  of 
Mary  Squires,  the  gipsy  woman. 
On  the  one  side,  here  is  the  life  of 
a  subject  at  stake,  who,  if  her  de- 
fence is  true,  is  innocent;  and  a 
young  girl  guilty  of  the  blackest, 
most  premeditated,  and  roost  auda- 
cious perjury,  levelled  against  the 
lives  of  several  innocent  persons^ 
On  the  other  side,  if  the  evidence 
of  Elizabeth  Canning  is  true,  and 
perjury  should,  nevertheless,  pre^ 
vail  against  her,  an  innocen<t  young 
creature,  who  hath  suffered  the 
most  cruel  and  unheard-of  injuries, 
is  in  danger  of  being  rewarded  for 
them  by  ruin  and  infamy;  and, 
what  must  extremely  aggravate  her 
case,  and  will  distinguish  her  mi- 
sery from  that  of  all  other  wretches 
upon  earthy  is,  that  she  will  owe  all 
this  ruin  and  infamy  to  this  strange 
circumstaiice-^that  her  sufferings 
have  been  beyond  what  human  na^ 
ture  is  supposed  capable  of  bearing ; 
whilst  robbery,  cruelty,  and  the 
most  impudent  of  all  perjuries,  will 
escape  with  impunity  and  triumph : 
and  therefore  will  so  escape,  be. 
caus^  the  barbarity  of  the  guilty 
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partle*  batfi  iteo  to  iuch  a  pkch  of 
wanton  and  uatemptcd  Inhnmafiitf , 
'beyond  all  possibility  of  belief. 

^  As  to  my  own  condoct  m  this 
affiiir,  I  know  it  to  be  highly  jus* 
tifiabte  before  God  and  before  man» 
I  frankly  own  I  thought  it  entitled 
ae  to  the  rery  reTerse  of  censure. 
The  truth  is,  the  same  motife  pre- 
Tailed  with  me  then  which  prind* 
paHy  urged  me  to  take  up  my  pen 
at  this  time — a  desire  to  protect  in. 
nocence  and  to  detect  guilt;  and 
the  delight  in  so  doing  was  the 
only  reward  I  efer  expeeted,  so 
help  me  God!  And  I  ha?6  the  sa. 
tisfaction  to  be  assured  that  those 
who  know  me  best  will  most  be* 
liere  me.  In  solemn  truth,  the 
only  error  I  can  be  charged  with  la 
Mi  case  is  an  error  in  sagacity. 
If  Elizabeth  Canning  be  guilty  of  a 
false  accusation,  I  own  she  hath 
been  capable  of  imposing  on  me ; 
but  I  ha^e  the  comfort  to  think 
the  same  imposition  hath  passed  not 
only  on  two  juriei,  but  likewise  on 
one  of  the  best  judges  that  erer  sat 
on  4he  bench  of  justice,  and  on  two 
other  rery  able  judges,  who  were 
present  at  the  trial. 
'  ^  I  do  not,  for  my  own  part,  pre. 
tend  to  infallibility ;  though  I  cam 
at  the  Same  time  with  truth  declare 
that  I  hare  never  spared  any  pains 
in  endea?oring  to  detect  falsehood 
and  perjury,  ahd  ha?e  bad  some 
very  notable  success  that  way.  In 
this  case,  howerer,  one  of  the  most 
simple  girls  I  erer  saw,  if  she  be  a 
wicked  one,  hath  been  too  hard  for 
me.  Supposing  her  to  be  such,  she 
hath  indeed  most  grossly  deceived 
me,  fbr  I  remain  still  in  the  same 
error;  and  I  appeal  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  to  the  Almighty 
for  the  truth  of  what  (  now  assert. 
I  am  at  this  ?ery  time  (on  this  15th 
day  of  March,  1763)  as  firmly 
persuaded  as  I  am  of  any  fact  in 
this   world,    the   truth    of  which 


tfblely  depends  on  the  evldeooe  of 
others,  that  Mary  Squires  is  gu9(y 
of  the  robbery  and  cruelty  of  which 
she  stands  oon?icted ;  that  the  oli'dt 
defence  is  not  only  a  false  one,  but 
a  falsehood  rery  easy  to  be  prac- 
tised on  all  occasions  where  there 
are  gangs  of  people,  as  gipsies,  &c. ; 
that  Tery  foul  and  unjustifiable 
practices  have  been  used  in  this 
whole  aflair  since  the  trial;  and, 
that  Elizabeth  Canning  is  a  poor, 
honest,  innocent,  jsimple  girl,  and 
the  most  unhappy  and  the  most  In. 
jured  of  all  human  beings.  It  fo 
this  persuasion  alone  which  occa^ 
sioned  mo  to  give  the  public  this 
trouble ;  for,  as  to  mjrself,  I  am,  ia 
my  own  opinion,  as  little  concerned 
in  the  erent  of  this  whole  matter, 
as  any  other  man  whatCTer.* 

The  following  extracts  are  from 
Dr.  Hill's  pamphlet,  entitled  ^  The 
Story  of  Elizabeth  Canning  eoir. 
sidered  :'«— 

In  order  to  show  the  improbabi. 
lity  of  Canning's  whole  story,  he 
says,  *  Some  days  after  January  1, 
when  she  is  said  to  hare  been  car- 
ried away,  I  find  the  following  ad. 
vertisement  in  the  most  unitemi  of 
the  daily  papers,  viz.  Dally  Adv^r. 
tiser,  January  6.  ^ 

«^  Whereas  Elizabeth  Csmning  J 
went  from  her  friends,  between 
Houndsditch  and  Bishopegate,  on 
Monday  last,  the  first  Instant,  b^ 
tween  nine  and  ten  o'clock :  Who^ 
erer  can  gi?e  any  account  where 
she  is,  shall  have  two  guineas  rtf. 
ward,  to  be  paid  by  Mrs.  CasinOff^ 
a  sawyer,  in  Aldermanbury  Postern, 
which  will  be  a  great  satisfaction  to 
her  mother.  She  is  fresh-eoloared, 
pitted  with  the  smalUpox,  has  it  high 
forehead,  light  eyebrows,  abotft 
fife  foot  high,  eighteen  years  ^ 
age,  well  set ;  had  on  a  masquerade 
purple  stuff  gown,  a  black  petti- 
coat, a  white  chip  hat  bound  round 
with  green,    a  white  apron  and 
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haadlraiddef,  Une  itocklngt,  and 
leather  shoes. 

''  JVb/tf— It  is  supposed  «h© 
vas  forcibly  taken  away  by  some 
eiil-disposed  persons,  as  she  was 
heard  to  shriek  oat  in  a  hackney • 
coach  in  Bishopsgate  Street  If 
the  coachman  remembers  any  thin^ 
of  the  af^r,  by  giving  an  account 
as  abo?e  he  shall  be  handsomely 
rewarded  for  his  trouble." 

^  Why  supposed  to  be  taken  for- 
cibly  away  ?  Are  these  transactions 
common?  or  was  there  any  thing 
in  the  present  case  to  authorize  such 
sn  imagination  ?  To  what  purpose 
shotild  she  be  forced  away?  She 
is  not  handsome,  so  that  the  design 
could  not  be  upon  her  person  ;  and 
certainly  the  drett  that  is  described 
so  largely  could  not  tempt  any  one 
to  carry  her  off  to  rob  her ;  nor 
was  it  necessary,  for  that  might 
have  been  done  where  she  was 
seized ;  nay,  and  in  the  latter  ac. 
counts  we  are  told  it  was  done 
there. 

^  Who  heard  her  shriek  ?  or  what 
is  become  of  the  hackney-coach  part 
of  the  story  ?  No  syllable  hhs  been 
since  ottered  of  it.  Who  should 
know  the  voice  of  a  servant  of  no 
consideration,  calling  in  a  strange 
part  of  the  town  from  a  coach  ? 
What  must  the  rufl^s  have  been 
doiag  who  sufibred  her  to  shriek  ? 
or  who  that  heard  svch  a  yoice,  and 
did,  or  that  did  not,  know  the  per. 
ton,  would  not  hare  stopped  the 
carriage  ?  How  came  he  who  heard 
so  much  not  to  call  persons  to 
assist  him  ?  There  are  enough  in 
the  streets  at  ten  o'clock.  Or 
whore's  the  coachman?  for  coaches 
do  not  drive  themselves,  and  cer* 
tainly  he  might  be  found  to  justify 
the  stony. 

^  If  a  coach  carried  her,  where 
therefore  is  the  driver  of  it  ?  or,  if 
she  was  dragged  along,  how  did  the 
people  who  were  taking  all  tins 


pains,  ant  rmmhig  aH  this  baiavd 
to  no  sort  of  purpose,  g^  her  un* 
discoTere<l  through  the  turnpikes  ? 

^  From  the  day  of  this  pnbliea. 
tlon,  by  which  the  world  was  in^ 
formed  that  such  a  girl  was  carried 
off  by  ruffians  (a  fine  preparative 
for  what  has  followed),  we  hear  no 
more  of  her  titl  her  return  at  the 
end  of  twenty-eight  days;  whett 
she  tells  her  absurd,  incredible,  and 
most  ridiculons  story;  a  piece  of 
contradictory  incidents,  and  most 
improbable  events. 

^  It  was  not  on  the  credit  of  this 
story  that  the  unhappy  creature  was 
condemned.  Let  us  not  Imagine 
courts  of  justice  swallow^snch  re« 
tations.  It  was  on  the  most  full  * 
account,  given  by  one  who  deu 
clared  (hat  she  had  seen  the  whole 
transaction  of  which  the  Court 
was  concerned  to  judge;  one, 
who,  being  a  stranger  to  the  ac- 
cuser, and  a  friend  of  the  persons 
accused,  declared  she  saw  the  rob* 
bery.  This  was  an  evidence  whidi 
must  have  been  allowed  by  any 
jury  of  judicious  and  unbiassed 
men. 

*  We  are  now  reviewing  that  ac- 
count in  a  very  different  light ;  we 
have  now  been  let  into  the  secret  of 
Its  origin :  we  have  seen  her  since 
Toluntarily  declare  that  it  was  false 
and  forged ;  not  in  part  false,  but 
in  the  whole  ;  and  that  it  was  the 
offspring  only  of  her  terrors;  and, 
actuated  from  the  infloence  of  the. 
same  apprehensions,  she  confirmed 
it  at  the  trial :  she  now  declares  it^ 
freely  and  voluntarily  declares  it, 
to  have  been  all  a  perjury/ 

After  mentioning  several  appa- 
rent improbabilities  In  Canning's 
narrative-*of  her  being  dragged  so 
many  miles,  of  her  not  endeaTorIng 
to  escape  before,  of  her  walking 
horns  in  the  weak  condition  she  was 
said  to  be  in,  and  no  body's  taking 
notice  of  her  upon  the  road,  &c.  he 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


m      KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


observes,  thut  the  description  she 
gave  of  the  room,  in  which  she  said 
she  was  confined,  at  her  first  exa- 
mination before  the  sittidg  alder- 
man,  was  very  difiierent  from  what 
it  really  was,  and  as  she  afterwards 
described  it. 

.  '  Some  who  went  first  down/  says 
he,  ^  neighbours  and  men  of  credit, 
had  heard  her  account  of  (he  room ; 
and,  when  they  saw  it,  were  con* 
Tinced  that  her  description  did  not 
at  all  belong  to  it;  they  gave  her 
up,  and  they  are  to  be  found  to  say 
so.  Some  who  were  too  officious, 
eager  to  have  the  story  true,  be- 
cause themseUes  believed  it,  got 
there  before  her  also :  these,  when 
they  had  heani  the  objections,  rode 
back  part  of  the  way  to  meet  her, 
and,  after  some  conversation  with 
her--after,  for  I  may  haye  leave 
to  conjecture  from  the  circum- 
stance, ashing  her  if  there  was  not 
hay  there ;  that  is,  in  effect,  after 
telling  her  there  was,  and  that  she 
should  have  said  so — rode  back,  and. 
with  huzzas  of  triumph,  cried  they 
were  all  right  yet,  for  she  said  now 
there  was  hay  in  the  room* 

^  We  are  asked,  how  should  she 
know  this  house  as  she  approached 
il?  Nobody  ever  heard  that  she 
did  know  it  as  she  approached  it : 
and  for  the  famous  question,,  how 
she  could,  among  a  number  of 
people,  fix  upon  the  gipsy  whom 
she  had  particularly  described  be- 
J^ore  as  the  person  who  had  robbed 
her?  the  answer  is  a  very  fatal 
and  severe  one ;  it  is,  that  she  had 
not  particularly  described  her  be- 
fore. It  is  palpable  she  never 
spoke  of  her  even  as  a  gipsy, 
though  no  woman  ever  possessed 
the  colour  and  the  character  of  that 
singular  people  so  strongly :  nor 
had  she  given  any  particular  ac- 
count of  her  face ;  which,  hail  she 
ever  seen  it  before,  must  have  been 
remembered ;  for  it  b  like  (hat  of 


no  human  creature :  the  lower  part 
of  it  affected  most  remarkably  by 
the  evil ;  the  under  lip  of  an  enor- 
mous thickness ;  and  the  nose  such 
as  never  before  stood  in  a  mortal 
countenance.* 

Then,  speaking,  of  Hall's  con. 
fession  before  Justice  Fielding,  he 
says,  *  Let  me  ask  you.  Sir,  were 
these  the  circumstances  of  that  con. 
fession,  viz*  that  it  should  be  free 
and  voluntary,  without  fear  and 
constraint  ?  I  need  not  ask  you : 
your  pamphlet  contradicts  it.  She 
refused  to  confess  any  such  thing ; 
you  tell  us  so  yourself,  throughout 
six  hours  of  strong  solicitation,  and 
she  consented  to  do  it  at  last.  Why? 
She  says,  and  you  say  the  same — 
it  was  because  she  was  else  to  4>e 
prosecuted  as  a  felon. 

^  But  their  informations,  yon  re* 
peat,  are  so  alike!  Sir,  I  must 
(ell  you  they  are  too  like!  In- 
deed the  term  like  is  improper: 
they  are  not  like,  for  they  are  in 
effect  the  same;  and,  farther— 
which  M  an  observation  that  must 
sting  somewhere,  though  these  their 
informations  were  thus  like,  their 
evidence  upon  the  trial  was  not  so. 

^  Hall  had  heard  Canning's  story 
many  times.  She  had  heard  it  from 
Canning's  own  mouth  at  Enfield  on 
Feb.  1  ;  on  the  same  day  also  she 
says  she  heard  it  at  Mr.  Tyshnuu 
ker's,  as  doubtless  she  did;  for 
eight  days  after  this  the  story  was 
published  in  the  newspapers,  to 
raise  subscriptions.  Hall  can  read ; 
or,  if  she  could  not,  she  had  ears. 

^  Now  let  us  see  when  it  was  she 
gave  this  weighty  informatiofi* 
'Twas  after  all  this  opportunity  of 
knowing  what  it  was  Guining  said ; 
it  was  on  Feb.  14,  and  not  before^ 
that  she  was  examined  by  Mr. 
Fielding.  •  There,  as  himself  in. 
forms  us,  she  was  under  examina. 
tion  for  six  hours ;  and  then,  to  use 
his  own  words,  after  many  hard 
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•frnglged  and  ttont  denials,  she  did 
—  what?  Why  she  pat  her  mark 
(o  an  inforomtion ;  and  swore  what 
\t  conimntd  was  true.  What  it 
contained  was  the  same  with  that 
which  had  before  been  sworn  by 
Canning.  The  same  person  drew 
both  ;  and  that  not  the  magistrate, 
tOj  noi-  his-  derk :  whd  then  ?-^ 
why  the  attorney  who  Was  engaged 
to  maitage  the  prosecntio^n. 
'  >  Canning's  story  appeared  tm« 
probAle  ;  -all  rested" upon  the  evi- 
dence of  Hall :  and  therd  was  gi?en 
to  yon,  against  that  efidence,  the 
oatb  of  Judith  Nat  us,  one  not  be- 
longing to  the  gipsies,  an  honest 
^om^,  wife  of  an  honest  laborer, 
wter^  ^Hb  her  husband,  lay  in  the 
t«ry  room  in  which  the  girl  pre- 
tended  to  have  been  confined  during 
the  whole  time  of  that  alleged  con- 
finement. Here  was  the  eridence 
of  a  person  of  honest  character,  and 
qinte  disinterested,  against  that  of 
Hall.  This  oath,  you  will  find,  was 
truth :  it  will  be  seen,  it  will  be 
proved,  that  it  was  so,  bjr  evidence 
tke  most  incontestable.  In  the  mean 
time  let  me  ask  the  whole  world 
whether  this  free  oath  of  an  uncon. 
ceroid  person,  ot  the  hahlly  ob- 
taioed  information  of  one  who  was 
iDlerested,  and  had  the  alternative 
only  of  that  information  oh  a  prison, 
deserres  the  most  respect  ?  These' 
persons  were  subposnaed,  andf  thiey 
were  ready  at  the  'Court  oil  the 
^rial;  but  the  mob  without  doors 
had  been  so  exasperated  against  aU 
that  should  appear  on  the  part' of  * 
the  ai^used,  thai  (hey  were  pre. 
tented  from  gettingjn,  and  treated 
ttiemsdves  Hk^  ctioitnals. 
^'^  Such  is 'the  state,  and  the  ex9ct 
stpCe,'  pf  that  case,  into"  which  a 
iUspicion  of  misinformation  at  first, 
tf  confesiion  of  pefjfOry  afterwards, 
Hid  accomulared  proms  in  support 
of  thai  cdnfesston,  have  engaged  the 
lord-mayor  of  London  to  inquire 

YOL.  II. 


eTen  after  the  trial.  The  itiqutry 
has  answered  all  his  lordship's  ex« 
pectations ;  ^hc  evidence  is  clear, 
and  the  proof  is  full.  But  for  this 
his  impartial  inquiry,  fnade  for  the 
sake  of  justice  only,  he  U^as  attack- 
ed by  calumny  and  private  preju* 
dice:  the  envious  hint  he  must 
be  interested  in  it ;  while  others 
wish  the  convict  guilty,  that  he  may 
sink  into  an  equality  with  them. 
That  Magistrate  is  too  well  informed 
of  the  respect  due  to  his  sovereign 
not  to  lay  all  the  evidences  first 
before  "him;  afterwards  the  whole 
world  will  see  them;  and  it  is  on 
certainty  and  knowledge  I  speak, 
who  now  tell  them,  that,  when 
they  do  see  them,  they  will  be  con. 
Tiiiced  at  full.' 

We  should  hardly  be  thought  to 
exceed  the  truth  if  we  were  to  say 
that  ten  thousand  quarrels  arose 
from, '  and  fifty  thousand  wagers 
were  laid  on,  this  business.  All 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  seemed 
tp  be  interested  in  the  event ;  and 
the  person  who  did  n^t  espouse 
either  one  party  or  tlj^*^  other  was 
thought  to  have  no  feeling.  The 
first  question  in  the  morning  was 
*'V|Tial  news  of  Canning?'  and  tho 
last  squabble  at  night  was  whether 
she  was  lionest  6r  perjured :  but 
this,  however,  could  never  be  de- 
termioed ;  and  it  will  probably  re. 
miiii  a  mystery  as  long  as  the 
world  en'dures. 

Elizabeth  Canning  was  trans- 
ported to  New  England  on  the 
3l5t'  of  July,  1754,  having  first 
received  some  hundreds  of  pounds 
collected  by  the  bounty  of  her 
friends  and  partisans. 

She  was  afterwards  reputably 
married  in  America  ;  and  the  news- 
papers gave  notice  that  she  since 
died  in  that  country. 

FroAi  this  story  we  may  learn 
two  useful  lessons,  on  the  fallibility 
of  human  testimony,  and  the  horrid 
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crime  of  perjarj.  If  Canning  was 
guilty }  her  crime  was  of  the  most 
enormoas  magnitude-— that  of  en- 
dea?oring  to  swear  away  a  life,  in 
order  to  co?er,  perhaps,  her  own 
disgrace ;  for  some  persons  thought 
that  she  had  been  debauched  in  her 
absence,  and  that  the  whole  was  a 
concerted  scheme  to  conceal  the 
truth.  If  she  was  innocent,  what  a 
variety  of  perjuries  must  have  been 
committed  by  the  opposite  parties  1 
Upon  the  whole,  we  must  end  as 


we  began :  this  story  is  enveloped 
in  mystery;  and  the  truth  of  it 
must  be  left  to  the  discoveries  of 
thatimportaoMay,  when  all  mists 
shall  be  wiped  from  our  eyes^  and 
the  most  hidden  things  shall  be  made 
plain.  In  the  mean^tinie  it  is  our 
.duty  to  admire  ahd  adore  thosei 
inscrutable  decrees  of  Providence 
which  can  bring  good  out  of  evil^ 
and  answer  its  own  wise  and  gra- 
cious purposes  by  means  least  ap- 
parent to  finite  comprehension. 


WILLIAM  SMITH, 

EXECUTED  VOE  POISONING  HIS  FATHEU-IN-LAW  AND  TWO  CHILDREIT* 


Many  instances  have  already 
lieen  adduced,  in  the  preceding 
pages,  of  the  wonderful  effects  of 
.  conscience  on  a  guilty  mind ;  but 
in  no  case  has  this  imperious  instinct 
been  more  manifest  than  in  the 
murderer  whose  crime  we  are  about 
to  record* 

The  contending  powers  of  good 
and  evil  appear  to  hare  alternately 
had  possession  of  his  faculties ;  but 
the  evil  genius  which  guided  him  on 
to  commit  the  foul  crime,  melan- 
choly to  relate,  at  length  prevailed ; 
he  died  denying  a  fact  once  con- 
fessed, and  for  which  he  virtually 
surrendered  himself  into  the  hands 
of  public  justice. 

William  Smith  was  a  farmer, 
in  good  circumstances,  at  Great 
Broughton,  in  the  county  of  York. 
His  mother  having  married  a  second 
husband,  one  Thomas  Harper,  of 
Ingleby  Manor,  who  had  children, 
against  his  wish,  he  therefore-  re- 
solved to  rid  himself  of  those  whoqi 
he  considered  obtruders  between 
him  and  his  prospects  from  his  late 
'father's  estate. 

After  forming  several  diabolical 
plans  for  cutting  them  off,  and  his 
resolution  as  often  failing  him,  being 
one  day  in  an  apothecary's  shop, 
purchasing   some   physic    for   his 


horses,  the  evil  spirit  whispered 
him  that  the  means  were  at  band^ 
and  he  immediately  asked  for  m 
little  arsenic,  to  kill  the  rats  in  his 
barn*  The  apothecary,  not  sus- 
pecting a  man  of  Smith's  respecta- 
bility meant  the  deadly  powder  for 
any  other  use,  sold  him  two  penny- 
worth. 

The  day  chosen  by  this  now-de- 
termined  sinner  to  administer  the 
poison  was  on  the  Good  Friday  of 
the  year  1753,  when,  observing  ji 
large  cake  preparing,  of  wUdi 
some  neighbours  had  been  invited 
to  partake,  unperceived,  as  he  ima- 
gined,  he  mixed  it  with  the  flour, 
and  thus  it  was  served  up  to  the 
table.    - 

It  proTidentially  happened  that 
the  neighbours  did  not  come  to 
dinner,  and  none  ate  of  the  cake 
except  Thomas  Harper  and  two  of 
his  children,  William  and  Anne* 

Having  made  preparations  for 
flight,  the  moment  he  found  his 
wickedness  had  taken  its  desired 
effect,  he  set  off  for  Liverpool,  from 
which  a  suspicion  arose  that  he  was 
the  perpetrator  of  the  horrid  deed. 

The  unfortunate  people  Ian* 
guished  in  excruciating  torments 
until  the  neit  day,  when  they  -ex- 
pired. 
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No  sooner  had  Smith  reached 
Liverpool  than  hU  conscience  be- 
gan to  rebuke  him,  and,  having  no 
kind  of  employment,  his  existence 
became  a  burden  to  him ;  nor  could 
he  find  the  least  respite  until  he 
returned  to  the  very  spot  where  he 
committed  the  murder,  where  he 
-^as  immediately  apprehended,  and 
confessed  his  crime. ^ 

At  the  autumn  assizes  for  the 
county  of  York,  before  Mr.  Ser- 
geant Byce,  Smith  was,  on  his  own 


confession,  the  evidence  of  th^  apo- 
thecary,  and  a  maid  ^servant,  who 
saw  him  busy  with  the  flour,  with 
other  corroborating  circumstantial' 
efidence,-round  guilty,  and  ifecelted 
sentence  of  death. 

Immeiliately  after  execution, 
which  took  place  at  York  on  the 
14th  of  August,  1753,  his  body 
was  deliTcrcd  to  the  surgeons  for 
dissection.  He  left  a  young  wire 
to  lament  his  crimes,  with  an  infant 
at  her  breast. 


JOHN  HAMBLETON, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDER. 


Where  a  number  of  soldiers  are 
deemed  necessary  to  assemble  for 

•  the  public  welfare,  it  would  be 
strange  if  there  were  not  among 
them  neither  thief  nor.  profligate. 
The  best  appointed  regiments  can. 
not  alw^nys  escape  censure,  from  the 
Tillainies  of  a  few  indif  iduals  which 
disgrace  their  ranks,  and  throw  an 
odiom  on  what  should  eier  be  held 
^  the  honorable  character  of  a 
soldier.' 

We  shall  ha?e  occasion,  too 
often,  to  recount  the  outrages  of 
.  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Guards ; 
and  which,  at  the  same  time,  we  ac- 
knowledge, it  is  impossible  for  their 
officers  to  pre? ent :  yet  we  cannot 

•  beliere  that,  among^them,  there  are 
a  tenth  part  of  the  number  of  tiU 
lains  to  be  found  in  the  same  num. 
ber  of  men  of  the  lower  order  of 
dvit  society. 

•  The  circumstances  attending  the 
erima  for  which  Hambleton  suf- 
fered, we  are  sorry  to  say,  were  an 
iofamoMS  disgrace  to  the  character 
of  a  soldier,  and  shocking  to  hu. 
nanity. 

.  Wherefer  a  soldier  meets  brave 
opposition,  if  Tictorious,  he  treats 
kis  fallen  enemy,  with  kindness ;  but 
this  thisfing  poltroon,  assisted  by 
another  dastardly  fellow  of  his  re* 


giment,  murdered  their  fallen  ad. 
Tcrsary,  after  his  making  a  noble 
struggle  for  his  properly. 
*  Mr.  Crouch,  the  murdered  man, 
who  was  head  cook  to  the  Earl  of 
Harrington,  went>  on  the  17th  of 
August,  1753,  upon  the  business  of 
his  employer,  to  Chelsea,  and,  in 
returning  through  the  King^s  Road, 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  ereoing, 
he  was  met  by  Hambleton  and  his 
associate,  named  Lattie,  who,  with 
horrid  im|)recations,  demanded  his 
money.  '  < 

Mr.  Crouch  was  a  resolute  man, 
and  refused;  upon  which  they  fired 
two  pistols  at  him,  without  effect. 
Being  unarmed,  he  had  recourse  to 
a  pocket*knife,  which  he  opened, 
and  told  them  to  keep  off;  but  they 
closed  on  him,  in  doing  which  he 
wounded  Lattie  in  three  places. 
The  villains  oyerpoweringhim,  they 
threw  him  totheground,and  rifled  his 
pocketsofhitf  money  and  his  watcb^ 
but,  not  cohtent  with  their  booty, 
with  which  they  might  hare  escaped, 
they  wrMed  the  knife  from  his 
hand,  rippc^i^open  his  belly^  then 
stamped  upon  his  mangled  body, 
beat  him  on  the  head  with  the  butt- 
ends  of  their  pistols,  and  left  him 
weltering  in  his  blood.    •  ^ 

.   Early  neit   morning   some  la- 
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|>orer|  gping  ,to  thdf  ^ork  t^>- 
^ov^red  bim  still  alive,  and  able  tp 
des(U'ibe  the  robbers,  with  his  pUce 
of  residence,  which  was  a  small 
hoas^.in  Qreeo  Street,  Grosv^npr 
Square,  near  his  noble  emplojer^s 
mansion.  Thither  he  was  carried, 
where  he  languished  in  eicrqciating 
torments  three  days,  and  then  died^ 
leafing  a  widow  and  three  children* 
The  mnrderere,  f rom  his  descrip. 
tioR)  were  soqn  apprehended  :  Lat- 
tie  had  the  wounds  about  him 
gifen  by  the  deceased,  who  was  able 


tp  Identify  them  th^  day  beforeiiis 
death. 

Hambleton  was  brought  to  his 
trial  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  sen^ 
^^nced  to  die;  but  Lattiedicd  of  the 
wounds  given  him  by  the  murdered 
man  before  the  time  of  his  being 
arraigned,  thus  robbing  the  gaU 
lows  of  its  jast  due. 

The  surviving  murderer  was  exe« 
cuted  at  Tyburn  December  the  10th, 
1763,  professing  himsetif  a  llomaa 
Catholic,  and  his  body  given  (o  the 
surgeons  for  dissection. 


JOSHUA  KIDDEN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  A  KOBBEEY  OF  WHICI|  HE  ^Af  INNOCENT. 


All  th9  \$yf»  of  .man  9re  liaUe.  to 
abuse,  but  none  more  thi^n  that 
ivhich  gives  the  prosecutor  an  in. 
terett  in  the  conviction  of  the  ac« 
cnsod.  Men  paid  to  prevent  ittme 
liafebeeo  too  often  found  iweariog 
away  the  lives  of  innocent  persons* 
/  The  youth  now  the  subject  of 
our  melancholy  tale  was  in  a  su- 
perior rank  of  life  to  his  innocent 
fdlow-sofferers ;  and,  like  them>  it 
urill  jbe  foqnd,  had  iaken  no  part 
in  the  pretended  robbery  of  which 
he  was  accused, 

r  The  father  of  Kidden  was  a  're« 
patable  watchmaker  in  London, 
and,  having  given  hit  son  a  classical 
ed*fcation,  bound  him  apprentice 
to  an  apothecary. 

It  however  appeared  that  idle- 
iiess,  the  mother  of  all  ill,  was  very 
•videnf  in  the  youth;  heace  he 
vas  tooD  diflijeontenlied  with  oulliog 
iimplea  and .  pounding  roots.  He 
now  thought  the  watery  element 
might  better  suit  his  laay  turn;  and 
accordingly  his  indulgent  parent 
|«ocured  him  a  situatioB  as  a  pietty 
officer  in  the  royaj  navy,  where  he 
remained  durieg  ix.  years ;  after 
which,  returnihg  to  his  paterbal 
home,  his  £Ather^  fondly  hoping 
that  he  had  settled  his  mind  to  a 


seafaring  life,  procured  masters  t^ 
instruct  him  in  the  theoretical  parta 
of  navigation,  and  every  i>theff 
branch  of  that  art;*  bat  he- no* 
glected  thiiT  opp6rtunity^  and  hniig 
about  his  father,  an  useless  and  ai* 
pensive  batden;  yet  ^e  find  Pa 
propensity  in  him  to  dishonesty. 

At  lengthy  sOmewhattfrousedfr^m 
his  apathy,  he  made  an  essay  to  eari^ 
his  own  bread,  and,  for  that  pw* 
pose,  ranged  himself  Among  the 
porters  at  the  end  of  Fleet  Market ;, 
for  he  had  neglected  to  ^(juireMy 
trade  or  business. 

Going  one  evenihg^tftef  the  toil 
of  a  hard  dav's  work,  to  regite 
himself  with  the  London  taborer^a 
most  wholesome  beverage,  porter, 
he  was  unfortuoiitely  marked  by 
the  villain  Blee,  a  conspiriag  ^  vmm 
of  blood,'  who  conceived  bifb  a' it 
object  bpon  whom  to  exercise  his 
hellish  desigo. 

Kidden,  who  had  uncertain "esa* 
ploy  y  told  Blee  that  he  was  in  waht 
of  work ;  And  the  latter,  (Mgaging 
to  procure  some  for  him,  got  hiob 
lodlgiegs  in  an  alley  in  Chiek  Lttie^ 
where  he  continoed  from  Fridaf 
till  the  fbllbwing  Monday,  %hta 
he  Was  told  that  thtere  wai>a  job^At 
Tottenham,  totflnu^etheeflfeets  of 
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a  geAtleoKMi,  which  would  other* 
uri^e  be  seized  for  rent. 

At'  the  time  appointed  Klddei^ 
#pd  Qljpe  went  to  Tottenham ;  and^ 
bftf  ing  waited  at  a  public  bous^  till 
the  approach  of  night,  Bice  went 
oul)  with  the  pretence  of  speaking 
to  the  gentleman  whoso  goods  were^ 
io  be  removed ;  but,  on  his  return^ 
•aid  that  the  business  could  not  be 
transacted  that  night. 

Thej  now  quitted  the  public 
lioase,  and  proceeded  towards  Lon- 
don, after  Blee  had  giTen  Kidden 
eighteen  pence,  as  a  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  his  day's  work.  On 
the  London  side  of  Tottenham  they 
observed  a  chaise,  and  a  woman 
sitting  on  the  side  of  the  road  near 
it.  Ridden  a»kcd  Her  if  she  wa^ 
going  to  London :  she  replied  in 
the  affirmative ;  but  he  walked  for- 
wards, paying  no  attention  to  what 
the  said,  till  he  heard  Blee  call  him 
back,  demanding  to  know  why  he 
walked  so  fast.  Kiddeui  turning 
back,  observed  that  Bice  was  rob- 
bing  the  woman ;  on  which  he  de- 
clibi^  a  nearer  approa,cb,  disdain- 
ing io  have  any  concern  in  buch  a 
traofaction.:  but  Blee,  running  up 
to  him,^  said,  ^  i  have  got  the  mo* 
nej  f^  aA0  would  have  prevailed  on 
him  to  laXe  hs^(  a  qtQ0n ;  but  \t^ 
he  declined. 

Blee  then  desired  Kidden  not  to 
leave  him;  and  the  latter  staying 
two  or  three  minutes,  a  thiat-takcr, 
named  M^Danifl,  rushed  from  a 
hedge,  and,  seizing  Kiddcn,  told 
him  he  was  his  pri^ioner. 

The  woman  thus  pretcndcdly 
robbed  was  one  Mary  Jones ;  and 
all  (he  parties  going  before  a  ma- 
gistrate, it  was  positively  sworn 
that  Kidden  was  the  roboer,  and 
that  he  took  twenty-five  shillings 
from  the  woman  ;  on  which  he  was 
Committed  to  Newgate. 

Mary  Jones,  the  woman  sup- 
posed to  have  been  robbed,  lodged 


in  Brokers*  Alley,  Drury  Lane  | 
and  .the  friend^  and  relations  of 
Hidden,  assured  in  their  own  minda 
of  his  innocence,  went  thither  to 
inquire  after  her  character,  which 
they  found  to  be  so  totally  aban^ 
doned,  that  they  had  no  doubt  but 
the  whole  was  a  preconcerted  plot 
for  his  destruction. 

When  the  trial  came  on,  Mary 
Jones  and  two  thief.&kers  swore 
positively  to  the  unhappy  lad,  who 
was  capitally  convicted,  and  sen* 
tcnced  to  die:  and  a  report  was 
industriously  circulated  that  he  had 
committed  seyeral  robberies  at  a 
footpad;  but  this  was  only  the 
tffoti  of  villainy  to  depreciate  the 
character  6f  an  innocent  man,-  in 
order  to  receive  the  reward  for  his 
convjction,  which  was  actually  paid. 

Aft^r  sentence  of  death  was  pass- 
ed Kidden  made  a  constant,  u'ni.* 
form,  and  solemn  avowal  of  hi^  in- 
nocence. ^e  told  how  the  thief- 
takers  h;^  imposed  on  him^  and 
his  tale  was  universally  Credited 
wh^n  it  was  too  late  to  save  him 
from  the  fatal  consequences  of  their 
villainous  devices. 

Repeated  applications  were  made 
tlut.mercy  might  be  extended  to  the 
unhappy  convict;  but  these  were  in 
fain — the  warrant  for  bis  execution 
arrived,  and  he  resigned  himself 
to  his  f}xie  in  the  most  becoming 
manner,  lamenting  the  present  dis- 
grace thait  his  relations. would  un- 
dergo, but  entertaining  no  doubt 
that  the  decrees  of  ProTidenco 
would  soon  give  ample  testimony 
of  his  Innocence. 

He  resigned  his  innocent  life, 
greatly  lamented,  to  the  cxecu- 
tiojier,  in  the  year  »?54,  after  pa- 
thetically addressing  the  multitude, 
and  declaring  again  his  innocence. 

From  a  comparison  of  the  cir- 
Cumstahces  of  the  case  of  Kidden, 
and  other  miserable  youths,  whom 
this  destructive  gang,  under  pre- 
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tcnce  of  being  thief-Ukert  for  the 
ends  of  justice,  had  gifen  efidence 
against,  we  fear  there  is  too  much 
rdason  to  l>elie?e  that  many  more 
than  those  we  ha?o  mentioned,  fell 
Tictims  to  their  crimes. 

There  is,  however,  this  moral  to 
be  drawn,  and  an  etample  6etl>e« 
fore  us,  in  the  relation  of  these  fell 
deeds.    They  fixed  upon  idle  youths 


as  their  prey.-^Thus  our  aothink. 
ing  children-  may  hence  tee  that  a 
watch  is  sot  upon  idlers, -and  such 
as  disobey  their  parents.  In  thitf 
case,  the  de?il,  who  was  person- 
ated in  these  thief-Ukers,  could  not 
ha?e  dcfonred  the  Industrious  ap. 
prentice  and  moral  young  man, 
nor  ha?e  brought  hb  friends  to 
shame* 


Brovm  h0UUng  hii  Wife  to  the  Fhre  tiU  he  earned  her  Death, 

NICHOL  BROWN, 

'executed  for  the  murder  of  his  WIFE. 


In  the  account  given  of  this  man 
there  is  a  savage  ferocity  which  has 
not  before  come  under  our  notice  ; 
for,  though  we  read  in  Captain 
Cook's,  and  other  accounts  of  cir. 
cumnavigat6rs«  of  their  meeting  with 
cannibals;  and,  further,  that  even 
civilized  men,  by  the  dire  dint  of 
the  excruciating  pains  qf  hunger, 
have  slain,  and,  with  horrible  com- 
punction,  eatdn  one  of  their  com- 
paui«ns,  to  support  life  in  the  rest ; 


yet  where  shall  we  find,  except  in 
this  instance,  a  savage,  in  the  land 
of  civilization  and  of  plenty,  eat 
human  flesh?  After  this  it  no 
longer  remains  astonishingly  hor* 
rible  that  such  a  brute  could  force 
his  wife  into  the  fire,  and  burn  her 
to  death. 

This  atrocious  monster  was  a  na. 
tive  of  Cramond,  a  small  town  near 
Edinburgh,  where  he  received  a 
school  education.    At  a  proper  age 
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ki  was  placed  with  a  batcher  in 
that  city,  and,  when  his  appren- 
tkeship  was  eipired,  wtnt  to  sea  in 
a  man  of  war,  and  cootioued  in  that 
station  four  yean.  The  ship  being 
paid  off,  Brown  returned  to  Edin* 
burgh,  and  married  the  widow  of  a 
butehcr,  who  had  left  her  a  decent 
fortone* 

Soon  after  this  marriage  Brown 
commenced  dealer  in  cattle,  in  which 
1m  met  with  such  success,  that,  in 
the  coarse  of  a  few  years,  he  be- 
<;ilBe  possessed  of  a  considerable 
Mm.  His  succew,  however,  did 
not  inspire  him  with  sentiments  of 
humanity..  His  temper  was  so  bad, 
tiuU  he  was  shunned  by  all  serious 
people  of  his  acquaintance;  for 
he  delighted  in  fomenting  quarrels 
among  hu  neighbours. 

Taking  to  a  habit  of  drinking, 
he  seldom  came  home  sober  at 
night ;  and,  his  wife  following  his 
example,  he  used  frequently  to  beat 
her  for  copying  his  own  crime. 
This  conduct  rendered  both  parties 
obnoxious  to  their  acquaintance; 
and  the  following  stpry  of  Brown, 
which  may  be  relied  oo  as  a  fact, 
will  incontestably  prove  the  unfeel- 
ing brutality  of  his  nature. 

About  a  week  after  the  execu- 
tion of  Norman  Ross,  already  men- 
tioned, for  murder.  Brown  had 
been  drinking  with  some  company 
at  Leith,  till,  in  the  height  of  their 
jollity,  (hey  boasted  what  ezlrava. 
gant  actions  they  could  perform. 
Brown  swore  that  he  would  cut  off 
a  piece  of  flesh  from  tlie  leg  of  the 
dead  maq,  and  eat  it.  His  com- 
panions, drunk  as  they  were,  ap- 
peared shocked  at  the  very  idea; 
while  Brown,  to  prove  that  he  was 
in  earnest,  procured  a  ladder,  which 
he  carried  to  the  gibbet,  and,  cutting 
off  a  piece  of  flesh  from  the  leg  of 
theeuspended  body  of  Ross,  brought 
it  back,  broiled,  and  ate  it. 

Thi$  circumstance  was  much  talk- 


ed of,  but  little  credit  was  given  to 
it  by  the  inhabitants  of  Edinburgh 
till  Brawn's  companions  gave  the 
fullest  testimony  of  iu'  truth.  It 
will  be  now  proper  that  we  recite- 
the  particulars  of  the  shocking  crime 
for  which  this  offender  forfeited  his- 
life. 

After  having  been  drinking  at  an 
alehouse  in  the  Cannongatc,  he  went 
home  about  eleven  at  night,  in  a 
high  degree  of  intoxication.  His 
wife  was  also  much  in  liquor ;  but^ 
thougb  equally  criminal  himself,  he 
was  so  exasperated  against  her,  that 
he  struck  her  so  violently  that  she 
fell  from  her  chair.  The  noise  of 
her  fall  alarmed  the  neighbours ; 
but,  as  frequent  qnarrels  had  hap- 
pened between  them,  no  immediate 
notice  was  taken  of  the  affair. 

In  about  fifteen  minutes  the  wife 
was .  heard  to  cry  out  ^  Murder ! 
help!  fire!  the  rogue  is  murdering 
me !  help,  for  Christ's  sake !'  The 
neighbours,  now  apprehending  real 
danger,  knocked  at  the  door ;  but, 
no  person  being  in  the  house  but 
Brown  and  his  wife,  no  admission 
was  granted ;  and  the  woman  was 
heard  to  groan  most  shockingly. 

A  person,  looking  through  the 
key.bole,  saw  Brown  holding  his 
wife  to  the  fire ;  on  which  be  was 
ealled  on  to  open  the  door,  but 
refused. to  do  so.  The  candle  being 
extinguished,  and  the  woman  still 
continuing  her  cries,  the  door  was 
at  length  forced  open ;  and,  when 
the  neighbours  went  in,  they  beheld 
her  a  most  shocking  spectacle,  lying 
half-naked  before  the  fire,  and  her 
flesh  in  part  broiled.  In  the  in- 
terim Brown  had  got  into  bed^ 
pretended  to  be  asleep,  and,  when 
spoken  to,  appeared  ignorant  of  the 
transaction.  The  woman,  though 
so  dreadfully  burnt,  retained  her 
senses^  accused  her  husband  of  the 
miirdcr,  and  told  in  what  manner 
it  was.  perpetrated.    She  surfived 
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till  thd  following  momittgy  ititl 
eootinuing  in  the  same  tale,  and 
then  expired  in  the  utmost  agony. 

The  mordercr  w^  now  seised, 
and,  being  lodged  in  the  gaol  of 
j^inburgh,  was  brought  to  trial, 
and  capitally  convicted. 

After  sentence  he  was  allowed 
six  weeks  to  prepare  hinsdf  for  a 
ftttofe  state,  agreeably  to  the  cat- 
tom  in  Scotland. 

He  was  ? isited  by  several  dSrines 
of  Edinburgh,  but  steadily  persisted 
in  the  denial  of  his  guilt,  affirming 
tliat  he  was  ignorant  of  his  wife 
being  burnt  till  the  door  was  broke 
open 'by  the  neighbours. 
.  Among  others  who  visited  the 
criminal  was  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Kinloch,  an  ancient  minister,  who, 
urging  him  to  confess  his  crime, 
received  no  other  reply  than  that, 
<  if  he  was  to  die  to-morrow,  he 
would  have  a  new  suit  of  dothes, 
to  appear  decently  at  the  gallows.' 
Mr.  Kinloch  was  so  affected  by  bis 
declaration^  that  he  shed  teJEirs  over 
the  unhappy  convict. 


Od  the  foUowing  day,  Avgntt' 
the  14th,  1754,  he  was  attended  to 
the  place  of  esibcution  at  Edinbnrgb 
by  the  Reverend  Dr.  Brown ;  biU 
to  the  last  he  denied  having  beeti 
guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  be: 
suffered. 

After,  execution  l\e  was  bung  la'^ 
chains;  but  the  body  was.  stolen, 
from  the  gibbet,  and- thrown  iaio  m 
pond)  where,  betog  found,  it  waa 
exposed  as  before.  In  a  few  days, 
however,  it  was  again  stolen  ;  and, 
though  a  reward  was  offered  for  ijts 
discovery,  no  such  discovery  war 
made. 

It  is  impossible  to  express  suflS^ 
cient  horror  at  the  crime  of  whicb 
thi^  man  was  guilty;  and  It  is 
therefore  the  less  necessary  tamake 
any  remarks  on  his  case,  as  no  ono 
can  be  tenlpted  to  think  of  com. 
mitting  a  similar  crime  till  he  is 
totally  divested  of  all  the  feelings 
of  humanity.  From  a  fate  so 
wretched  as  this  may  the  God  of 
infinite  mercy  deliver  usl^ 


JOHN  POULTER,  jlias  BAXTER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIGHWAY  ROBBERY. 


,  Tuis  malefactor  was  the  son  of 
bonest  people,  in  indigent  eircum^ 
stances,  residing  at  Newmarket,  in 
the  aounty  of  Cambridge;  who, 
when  he  had  nearly  completed  his 
seventh  year,  put  him  to  a  day« 
school,  which  be  continued  to  at. 
lend  till  he  was  about  thirteen  years 
eid».  when  he  was  engaged  as  an 
assistant  to  the  grooms  iq  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Duke  of  Somerset, 
^^▼iog  remained  in  this  situation 
six  years,  he  was  hired  by  Lord 
John  Cavendish,  whose  horses  he 
attended  about  three  years,  and 
then  entered  into  the  service  of  Co- 
lonel  Lumley,  brother  to  the  Earl 
of  Scarborough.  He  was  sent  by 
this    gentleman    three  times  with 


horses  to  France,  and  was  consi« 
dered  as  an  honest  and  industriotts 
servant. 

Being  of  a  temper  that  delighted 
in  a  change  of  situation,  he  entered 
on  board  a  trading  ship  belonging 
to  Bristol^  and  he  discovered  no 
inclination  to  vicious  courses  till  ho 
had  made  several  voyages  io  the 
West  Indies  and  North  America. 
.  The  ship  to  which  he  belonged 
being  paid  off  on  the  conclusion  of 
the  peace  of  Aix«la-Chapelle,  he 
connected  himself  with  Mary  Brown 
and  Mary  Davis,  women  of  aban- 
doned characters ;  and  they,  in  con- 
junction with  John  Brawn,  per- 
suaded him  to  join  them  in  com* 
mitting  depredations  on  the  public 
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.Tbef  directed-  their  coarte  td. 
icards  Utcb fields  andi  upon  their- 
arriral  there,  went  into  a  public 
lM>ii$e  for  refreihroent*  Being  in- 
tfoiluced  to  i|  parlour^  Mary  Brown- 
observed  9  chest;  and,  the  lid  not 
being  close,  she  put  in  her  hand,  and* 
stole  a  fium  of  money,  and  aetetal 
oiher  articles  of  Talue* 

HaviQg  obtained  the  above  booty/ 
the  g^g  proceeded  to  Chester, 
where  Pottlter  stole  some  pliMh,. 
md  sent  for  a  tailor  to  make  it  Into 
a  salt  of  clothes.  White  the, tailor 
waa  measuring  him  a  pistol  that 
was  in  his  pocket  accidentally  went 
off,  but  fortunately  no  damage  was 
doue  by  the  ball.  The  tailor  car* 
ried  the  plush  home,  and  then  uent 
to  the  mayor,  to  whom  he  tommu. 
nicated  hU  suspicions.  Officers  wete 
dispatched  to  eiamine  Poultcr  tfnd 
his  companions;  but,  being  appriaed 
of  their  approach,  they  embarked 
qn  board  a  packet-boat,  which  con. 
f«yed  them  to  Dublin* 

Soon  after  his  arrival  in  Dublin 
Ponlter  hired  a  public  house,  where 
he  sold  on  an  average  twQ  barrels 
of  ale  weekly,  and  other  liquors  in 
proportion.  His  great  success  in 
business  induced  him  to  make  a  re. 
aolntion  of  entirely  dedining  illegal 
pursuits ;  and  to  this  he  would,  in 
aU  probability,  have  strictly  ad. 
bered,.  had  he  not  been  unluckily 
cempelled  to  renew  his  acquaint* 
aaee  with  abandoned  people. 
,  General  Sinclair  had  his  pockei 
picked  of  a  valuable  gold*  watehy 
either  in  going  into  or  departing 
from  Leiecster  Hou$e;  aiid  two 
men,,  named  Harper  and  Tobin,. 
were  suspected  to  be  guilty  of  the. 
fact,  and  committed  to  the  Gate- 
bouse.  A  desperate  gang  of  twen-^ 
ty*four  Irishmen  rescued  Harper ; 
in  coo80quence  of  which  a  procla^ 
matioQ,  ofiering  a  reward  for  ap* 
prehending  them,  was  issued ;  but ' 
they  all  escaped  to  Ireland*    Oo9 


of  the  ftbote  gang^  nam^  JsMeii 
Field,  who  had  been  ac^uainted^ 
with  Poulter,  went  up  to  him  wMle 
he  Ai^as  standing  at  his  dpor;  and^ 
after  someconversation,  they  draulb 
together. 

On  the  following  day  Field  took, 
the  whole  gang  to  Poulter's  house* 
He  requested  them  to  depart,  ifnd 
at  o^her  tipies  endeavoured  to  disw' 
suaile  them  from  frequenting  hiet 
house.  Urging  that  their  visits  might 
be  productive  of  very  disagreeable^ 
cpnscquenees  to  him :  but  th^  dis« 
regarded  what  he. said,  and  con* 
tinned  their  meethigs  as  usual.  At 
length  they  were  observed  in  the 
house  by  a  messenger  that  had  been 
dispatched  in  search  of  them  froa. 
London,  and  taken  into  euftody.  ^ 
.  In  consequence  of  the  aberve 
affair  Poulter  absconded  from  his- 
house  in  the  night,  and  his  stock' 
of  liquors  and  other  effects  woror 
seized  by  the  magistrates. 

Poulter  now  intevided  to  r0side 
at  Cork ;  but,  not  being  able  to  get 
a  house  there  that  he  thought  would 
answer  his  purpose,  he  went  tei 
Wiiteirford,and  took  a  pui>lic  hou#e> 
which  he  kept  al>oOt  three  months^' 
His  brewer  in  DuUin  wrote  bioii 
word  that  he  miglft  return'  witheoi 
the  least  danger  of  uiolestatibn ;  and 
therefore  he  departed  from  Water^ 
ford,  and  took  a  house  about  two. 
miles  from  the  city,  at  a  place  caUad 
the  Shades  of  Clontarf.  His  house, 
being  Adjafcent  to  Che  sea,  he  pur- 
chasid  a  boat,  and  applied  hittaelf . 
with  so  much  indnstry  to  the  busi. 
ness  of  a  fisherman^  thut  his  wedLly 
profits  seldom  amoueted  to  less  thaa 
three  pounds, 

Th6eias  Tobin  beieg  aequkted  of 
the  charge  of  stealtag  General  Sin* 
clair's  wateh,  through  defect  of  evi-^ 
denee,  and  learning  that  Peulter 
had  struck  into  aa  advantag^ua 
Una  of  Hfe,  he  determined  to  visit 
him»    ie  pursaance  of  this  desi^n^ 
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Tobin  and  a  woman  with  whom  he 
oohabited  travelled  to  Holyhead, 
and  there  embarked  In  the  packet 
for  Dublin.  Poulter  received  them 
with  great  kindncM,  and  enter, 
tained  them  with  equal  generositj ; 
but  entreated,  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  that  they  would  not  repeat 
their  vbits  too  frequently,  nor  make 
bis  place  of  residence  known  to 
tiieir  accomplices* 

Though  they  had  faithfully  pro- 
mised to  comply  with  his  request, 
they  in  a  few  days  introduced  seve. 
ral  of  their  associates  to  Poulter's 
house,  which,  before  many  weeks 
bad  elapsed,  became  the  receptacle 
for  thieves  of  every  denomination, 
by  whom  Dublin  and  its  environs 
were  infested* 

Poulter  still  adhered  to  his  reso- 
tion  of  gaining  a  livelihood  by  ho- 
nest labour,  and  informed  his  un- 
welcome guests  that  he  would  per- 
mit them  no  longer  to  frequent 
his  house.  In  reTenge  for  this 
they  concerted  and  put  in  practice 
a  plan  for  effecting  the  ruin  of 
Foulfer. 

Sii  pounds  of  smuggled  tea  being 
procured,  one  of  the  gang  privately 
conveyed  it  into  Poulter's  boat, 
and  then  lodged  an  information 
against  him ;  in  consequence  of 
which  the  boat  was  seized  and  con- 
demned ;  and  Poulter,  though  in- 
nocent,  judged  it  expedient  to  ab- 
scond. 

He  embarked  for  Bristol,  and 
on  his  arrival  there  was  entirely 
destitute  of  money.  From  Bristol 
he  proceeded  to  Bath,  where  he 
mtX,  with  his  former  acquaintances, 
Richard  Branning  and  John  Ro« 
berts,  who  prevailed  upon  him  to 
join  them  in  committing  depreda. 
tions  on  the  highway.  They  men- 
tioned a  man  of  property  who  lived 
at  Towbrid|;e,  and  frequently  came 
to  Bath  to  change  bills ;  and  it  was 
resolved  to  attempt  robbing  him. 


They  met  at  Roberts's  house, 
where  the  plan  of  the  intended  rob- 
bery was  concerted,  and  then  they 
repaired  to  the  public  house  whicfi 
was  frequented  by  the  gentleman 
of  Towbridge ;  and  observing  him 
counting  money,  they  concluded - 
that  they  could  not  fail  obtaining 
a  considerable  booty.  However, 
they  were  disappointed;  for  the 
gentleman,  suspecting  their  design, 
returned  by  a  road  which  he  had 
not  been  accustomed  to  travel,  and 
by  that  measure  luckily  preserved 
his  property*  . 

They  now  proceeded  into  York- 
shire, and  in  their  way  committed 
several  robberies.  At  the  inn  where 
they  alighted  at  Halifax  they  were 
joined  by  a  clergyman,  whom  they 
seduced  to  prick  in  the  belt,  by 
which  stratagem  they  defrauded 
him  of  twenty-five  guineas. 

They  now  went  to  Stockport,  in 
Cheshire,  where  they  lay  one  night, 
and  thcrt  travelled  to  Chester.— 
Putting  up'at  a  house  kept  by  one 
James  Roberts,  who  had  formerly 
belonged  to  the  gang,  he  informed 
them  that  the  pack-horses  with 
Manchester  goods  would  pass  in  the 
evening;  and  it  was  resolved  to, 
steal  one  of  the  horses  and  the 
goods  he  carried.  As  the  horses 
passed,  Roberts  pointed  to  that 
loaded  with  the  roost  valuable  ef- 
fects, and  advised  his  companions 
to  go  about  a  mile  from  the  town, 
and  drive  the  beast  into  the  fields, 
adding  ihat  he  would  scarcely  be 
missed  by  the  carrier  in  less  than 
two  hours,  in  which  time  they 
might  secure  the  goods  and  es- 
cape.   , 

The  horse  they  seized  was  not 
that  pointed  out  by  Roberts ;  and 
their  booty  consisted  only  of  caHi- 
mancocs.  Finding  himself  sepa- 
rated from  his  companions,  the 
horse  neighed  so  loud  and  frequent, 
that  they  judged  it  necessary  to  gag 
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him,  lest  Ike  noise  thoold  lead  to  a 
diseoTerj. 

They  reached  Whitcharch,  in 
Shropshire,  the  same  night ;  and, 
after  refreshing  themielfes  at  a 
house  notorious  for  the  reception 
of  robbers,  cat  the  marlLs  from  the 
goods,  and  eiposed  them  for  sale 
in  the  market, 

UaYing  sold  the'  callimancoes, 
they  proceeded  to  Grantham,  in 
lincolnshire,  and  defrauded  a  farmer 
of  that  place  of  near  sixteen  pounds 
by  pricking  in  the  belt ;  immedi- 
ately after  which  they  set  out  for 
Nottingham,  where  they  stole  a 
siWer  tankard,  and,  after  selling  It 
to  a  shopkeeper  in  the  town,  pro- 
ceeded to  York. 

Uarfng  stolen  sotee  plate  frpm 
the  inn  where  they  put  up,  and 
committed  several  robberies  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Yorkshire,  they 
deemed  it  prudent  to  remove  from 
that  part  of  the  country,  lest  they 
should  be  apprehended,  and  came 
to  the  resolution  of  joining  their 
former  aftociates  at  Bath. 

Soon  after  their  arrival  at  Bath 
the  whole  gang  set  out  for  Sand- 
ford^Peverel,  in  Devonshire,  in  or- 
•  der  to  be  present  at  a  groat  fair  for 
cattle;  and  during  their  residence 
there  they  obtained  considerable 
sums  by  pricking  in  the  belt,  and 
other  infamous  practiced. 

They  next  went  to  Great  Tor- 
rtngfoo,  where  they  defrauded  a 
farmer  of  twenty  pounds.  Enraged 
hf  the  imposition  that  had  been 
practised  upon  him,  the  farmer 
took' every  opportunity  of  relating 
the  particulars  of  the  fraud ;  so 
that  the  whole  neighborhood  was 
alarmed,  and  In  pursuit  of  the 
sharpers ;  and  they  were  therefore 
under  the  necessity  of  dispersing. 

Ponlter  and  Broii^n  directed  their 
course  to  foeter;  and,  liaring  de- 
Ivaaded  an  iilhabiUnt  of  that  town 
of  fire  poands,  proceeded  to  Crook- 


horn,  in  expectation  of  meeting 
their  associates:  but  on  their  ar- 
rifal  they  learnt  that  two  of  them 
were  in  confinement,  charged  with 
fraudulent  practices.  This  informa- 
tion occasioned  the  rest  of  the  gang 
to  make  a  precipitate  retreat ;  and 
In  their  way  to  the  north  of  Eng- 
land they  obtainied  several  sums  by 
a  variety  of  infamous  stratagems.  . 

They  remained  some  months  at 
York,  Durham,  and  Newcastle; 
and,  after  defrauding  a  number  of 
farmers,  and  some  other  persons, 
of  money,  th^y  went  to  Bath, 
where  they  assumed  the  character 
of  smugglers.  '. 

They  had  not  been  long  at  Bath 
before  they  determined  to  go  to  the 
next  Bland  ford  races  in  search  of 
adventures.  During  the  races  one 
party  attended  the  cock-pit  each 
morning;  some  were  upon  the 
course  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  others 
Were  employed  in  cheating  the 
keepers  of  the  booths.  They  were 
so  successful  in  their  rcspectire  de- 
partments of  ▼illainy  as  to  amass  a 
very  considerable  sum  ;  and,  on  the 
conclusion  of  the  races,  they  order- 
ed an  elegant  dinner  at  the  Crown 
tarern,  in  Blandford,  whence  they 
stole  a  portmanteau,  containing 
eighteen  guineas,  four  broad  pieces, 
a  large  sum  in  Portugal  pieces, 
some  silver  coin,  a  gold  repeating 
watch,  with  superb  appendages, 
several  necklaces  set  with  diamonds 
and  other  jewels,  a  great  quantity 
of  rich  clothes,  a  pair  of  gold  shoe, 
buckles,  a  gold  girdle-buckle^  a 
gold  coral,  and  many  other  articles 
of  value. 

Immediately  after  the  abore  rob* 
bery  Poulter  and  Brown  set  out  for 
London,  and,  having  sold  the  ef- 
fects to  some  Jews  in  Duke's  Place, 
they  joined  their  accomplices  at 
Roberts's  house  at  Bath,  where  the 
produce  of  their  booty  was  di- 
vided. 
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Tbd  ndxt  fOEpedHioit  w«s  to  a 
fnr  held  at  Corsbam,  wltere  Poul. 
ter  stoic  a  silver  tadkard,  which  be. 
f  mrried  to  Roberts^j  bouse. 
^  They  now  went  to*  Farringdon, 
i»  Berkshire,  in  order  to  wait  there 
lor  the  Cofcntry  carrier,  whnm 
tbey  had  determined  to  rob.  Af.  * 
ler  waking  two  days  the  carrier 
arrmd ;  dnd  when  he  left  the  town^ 
ki  the  ttorning  they  followed  him, 
and  robbed  him  of  efibcts  to  a  con* 
•ideraWe  Talue. 

They  aext  rode  to  Newbury, 
where  they  fraudulently  obtained 
Ibur  guineas,  hit  hofsa^  and  watcby 
froni  an  unsuspecting  cetintryman  ; 
and  then  returned  lo  their  vendez* 
^oa»at  Bath. 

They  endeavoured  to  force  opcnt 
a  house  at"  Bath  ;  but,  .betng  ob^ ' 
•erred  I^  aman  in  a  stateof  inloxu. 
eatioii,  who:  was  casually  pacing, 
lie  et«rted  the  utmost  straugth  o£ 
bfs  ToiCB  to  alarm  the  aeii^hhorhoody 
which  occasioned  the  fitiaint  to  ile-< 
eaiip  without  efieetfng  fbe  ifliteaded: 
birt^avy. 

On  the  following  morning  FouU 
ter  and  «uroe  af  his  eompanione> 
went  to  Bkifloh,  whero  they*  joiaed 
cmnpaoy  with  a  cwntryDuio^  and 
deAmadtd'him  ^Mlt  of  twenty  gai^ 
a«anr,  which  he  had  borrowed  of 
an  acqjuaiatanney  who  kapt  a  shop 
ivthendghborhaodw 

Therrtiiiainicshad  nawrendartd 
Ihalr  obaractars  s«  notorious^  and 
ttftir  petsans  so  well  known^ 
thffKHigfboat  the  west  tif  England, 
Ibat  they  determined  to  deoiiae 
their  fonacv  practices,,  and  adopt 
that  of  horse-stealing.  To  a?oid 
detectiow,  tb^  were  darefnV  not  to 
tfftr  horses  to  sale  in  thai  part  of 
Iha  kitigdavi  where  they  had  stolen 
ikeai ;  and  they  still  coalifiaed  to 
Uranfl  a^saslaMlly  to  Bath,  whore 
they  spent  a  great  part  of  thenr 
BV^ney  In  Roberts's  bouse. 

A  customer  to  Roberts  shawad* 


Um  twe^fy'  paonds^  sayiojg  h^  had 
just  receiTed  it;  and  Roberts  imw, 
medisdely  pointed  out  the  ann  to 
Poulter^  informiag^  him  at  the  tam^ 
time  of  the  booty  he  might  acquire 
by  robbing  him.  Towards  night 
the  countryman  mounted  his  horse, 
and  was  followed  by  Poulter,  who, 
holding  a  tinder-box  to  him  instead* 
of  a  pistol,  demanded  his  money, 
which  was  delivered. 

Soon  after  the  above  robbery  the 
gang  went  again  to  Bristol,  and, 
i^atohing  an  opportunity  of  lifting 
up  the  parlour  sash  of  agentlemaira 
house,  they  stole  serecal  ulref 
spoons,  and  some  other  articles. 

One  of  th&gaog  got  unpereei^ed 
into  a  watchmaker's  house  in  the. 
same  city,  while  his  acH^mplides 
leaked  without,  in  order  to  rescue 
him  if  he  should  be  detected.  He 
broughtfrom  the  upper  apartments^ 
many  articles  of  value,  besides  a 
qtuanticy  of  wearing  apparel ;  and 
it  was  some  bouts,  before  the  rob- 
bery  was  discoTered. 

On  the  following  l^ght  Brown 
Sitereted  himself  in  a  shed  adjoining 
to  a.  hacber's  house,  into  which  be 
made  a  forcible  entry  about  mid. 
aigbt,  and  was  carrying  off  aone 
wcariag  appaivl,  whenhe  waszbaaid 
by  the  bacber  and  faia  a4)fienika. 
Upon  the  family  beiag  abinaed 
Brown  got.tbiough  the  gajrret  vnn«' 
daw  toihe  roof  of  the  bou^  and 
ieniaiaed.tlue& hours  concealed  be. 
hsiid  a  stack  of  chiiMieys.  Uadb4e 
tetacape  botany  other  way^beat 
Ira^ifa  reaadfcd  tQ  aAteaxpt  paisaiag 
through  the  house;  but,  while 
upon  (fhe  stairs,  be  was  heard  by- 
the  bay,  wkot  ran  towards  hior  with* 
aknifein  hit  band,  crying^  Thieaetlf 
Alarmed  by  the  boy,  tbe^barbar'r 
wife  came;  and,  upon  Brown  aa-e 
aaring  her  thatrba  had  taken  aheHer 
Ia  the  bouse  in  order  to  atoid  ih» 
pnrsait  of  bailifis,  )»be  informed  hiai 
that  he  nifht  re»^n  ihara  tiUM 
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iiould  'f o  *  howe '  In  safety  ;  but  ht 
daiiDed  It  prudent  to  ftMze  Hk  <iip* 
fkorttifiitjr  <)f  makieg  an  imiBedial^ 
retreat. 

Otiring  the  cnti^og  fair  at  Bris- 
io\  they  roM>ed  and  defrauded- 9e» 
Teral  clothiers,  and  other. dealersi 
4>f  property  4o«  very  oonsiderabl« 
^uowint.  The  produce  of  theso  ef* 
l^cti  being  expended  in  Roberts'^ 
hoase,  the  gang  deterimned  upon  ao 
eilpeditioni^io  Staffordshire.  WhUo 
they  remained  in  8taifordahife  they 
stole  severai  •hovsee,  which  were 
takea  to  Aoberts,  vhosoid  themat 
dfiecciRt  Mrsheld  <i<l|>hioe«^djaceat 
to  Bath. ' 

Am  iffiUimaii^  •  ftamed  Bush,  an 
jfltrepid'aiid  desperate  feJIow^vw  bo 
Imd  «cted  as  hoetler  io  Roberts,  wot 
at  leagth  adnitted  to  the  gang ;  and 
s^m  nCtefwaaKlt  he  set  out  io  com* 
pany  wilh^^  Poulter  towards  Tow* 
bftdge,  in-Wil£B%ire,  with  a  deter^ 
ii<iitiition/of  eommitting  robberies. 

iMeettfiga^^habe,  Bushjdcsclafcd 
he  would  rob  the  passengers  ;•  bnt 
Pd«ltlsr«b^edi  tbiBlcinghts  com. 
fADioB  loolined  to  commit  murder. 
At  length  ho  coaseated  to  rdbi  th^ 
chaise, «fficr  It  had  beemagaeaddiat 
no  oraeMy  should  be  taensiaiMl.  :  It 
being^nearly  dark,  Pouter  thvaat 
hii  ^hand  tb^Migh  the  glassnof  ithe 
ehlrisfl^  ttot  knowiogt  ^t'dt  was 
dranrwt^vand^  it>beiBg  terribly  cut, 
heMitMywithdrew  it,  andhia  pis^ 
tol  went  toff)  by  accicheBt.  iBush, 
toppVKiRg  dietfire  tot  proceed 'from 
lild|feiitlc«ab  in  the 'Carriage,/ dis- 
ekavged  his  pistoU  bntr^withouS  any 
prirticBlaiM&D.  "PoBilernow  called 
to'ftia  cfliafBlilon  to  desist ;i and, 
aMcr  lakkig  *oQt  of  the  ebaiseiu 
dild,  iHri^  ^he  kisscd^-and;  eare. 
fully  set  u^nMiheK^rooad,  )he 
ralMM  'Or.^UaiSKilfkvof  Salisbory, 
of  a  gwiaiawnd  arkalf^  MvshllKngs, 
a9olcl<w«ieh,taH9crhildibedMii^ 
kadrwwBflag  apfMMsebbtkmgingtfto 
ttrlmlf . 


After  the  alKlrTO  robbctfy  thctTik 
lains  adjourxMid  to  a  pablic  bouse, 
that  had  beeii  long  >  freqoentad  bj 
the  gang^  and  p«odBaed  the  stolen 
effrcis  to  the  limdlord  aodhis  wife.; 
and.  the  latter  supplied  them  wUh  A 
b^  for  paokb^  thofckkthes  in.  Thf 
landlord  then  drew  the  charge  frool 
a  fowUng*pieoot  to  furnish  them 
wtlh, powder;  alter  which  .the^r 
meked  a  .pewier  tpoon,  and  east 
two  buUets.  Bush  asking  the  w»« 
man  if' she  mus  notlerrifidd  at:aee* 
ing.them  load  their  phitols^  aho  said 
that  many!  pistols  had  been  loaded 
in^iber  kitchen,  withoal^ivingl  her 
the  least  alacm ;  >adding,  that  ihejf^ 
would  do  right  to  trarc^  as  far  as 
they  could  before  break  of.day^ 
aod,  if  they  would  inform  ;her 
where  they  pat  up^  she  would  trans« 
ma  t  them  news  f bodl  Bath. 

Leaving- this  bouse,:  they  stole ta 
horse  attam  adjacent  fanO)  and  pco^,. 
ceaded  to  Exeter,  where  they,  lold 
the  stolen  effects  t(ka:mao  whoha4 
long  car? aed  on  anwiUsgal .  traffie 
with  the;whole  gSAg. 

In  a  short  time  falter  the  aboae 
Poulter  wa&apprehonded  iniaipob'* 
lie  house  on:  suapiaiQn  .of  l  havint^ 
jBobbed  Doctor  ..Mancock.;  laod, 
beifigt  taken rtbefodre  ja.  magpalratey 
he  ga«e.iafocmatiaajigainstJiiSia£«i 
complices,  menliontng :  thei  seyaral 
places /to  which  they  resorted^  aa4 
recoamieiiding lithe  moat  effeotoal 
meaanres  fertaklagtiMa  into  sas^ 
tody  ;  HpastBculariaiag  those  .iwbo 
bad  been.fscttSanatd  to.tfanspeata. 
tiunvand  selurnediliBforeuthe  eapl* 
ration  oi'tk^  Aorsaioi  tbeie  aKiic. 

.'WhUe4e>  vas  aiules  examsaadan 
be  admised  that  the  dtactfrenes^be 
faadsnade  (might  bckkapt^profoaAd: 
ly  secret,  obser? ing  that  maay^por* 
saoBsansieptedi'withttihe  gaag  lired 
ID  B'sepaiable  maaaer  ;:and  he  paru 
tkulaslyireqiieslcdittaatiihetJDessnu 
^er  aclio  w«a.  oi:deffedr4a<aiaka  ikk* 
faicRS  atBath  might  ci^aUy^aiw 
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ceal  his  business  from  every  per- 
son eicepting  .  the  mayor.  Not. 
Kfkhstandiiig  this  precaution,  tlie 
messenger  had  not  been,  at  Bath 
more  than  an  hovr  t>erore  (he 
names  of  all  the  Tillains  were  oni. 

.  TersaUy  Icnown ;  and,  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  printed  lists  of 
them  were  hawked  about  the 
streets.  Inconsequence  of  this  im- 
prudent conduct  Poulter*s  accom- 
plices escaped,  and  the  good  efiects 
which  the  public  might  hare  de. 
riTed  from  bis  discoveries  were,  in 

,  a  great  measure,  defeated. 

Great  part  of  the  property  stolen 
from  Doctor  Hancock  was  restored 

r  to    that   gentleman,    who    visited 

,  Poulter  in  prison,  and  assured  him 
that  he  would  not  be  a  severe  pro- 
secutor ;  and  told  him  that,  if  he 
should  be  convicted,  he  would,  in 
all  probability,  be  deemed  an  ob- 
ject deserving  the  royal  clemency. 

Notwithstanding  the  doctor's 
promise,  he  used  his  utmost  endea- 
vours to  procure  the  conviction  of  . 
Poulter ;  and  even  waited  upon  the 
judge,  to  prevent  the  time  of  his 
execution  being  prolonged.  How- 
ever, he  was  respited  for  six  weeks. 

.  .   During  his  confinement  he  wrote  . 
accounts  of  a  great  number  of  rob- 
beries in  which  he  had  been  con- 
cerned in  divers  parts  of  the  king. 

,  dom.    His  discoveries  were  judged 

,  to  be  of  such  public  importance, 
that  the  corporations  of  Bristol, 

.Bath,  £xeter,  and  Taunton,  and 
many  private  gentlemen,  exerted 
their  utmost  interest  in  his  behalf; 
and  it  was  generally  expected  that 
be  would  receive  a  pardon,  or  that 

.  the  sentence  of  death  would,  at 
least,  be  mitigated  to  that  of  trans- 
portation. 

.  He. was  examined  by  a  gentle- 
man of  the^law,  to  whom  he  re- 
lated the  partitulars  of  the  robbe^ 
ries  cooimltted  by  himself  and  his 
accomplices,  with  but  very  trifling 


variations  from  his  confession  bo- 
fore  the  magistrate,  and  what  was 
recited  in  the  papers  written  by  htm 
after  his  commitment. 

Poulter  behaved  with  a  decencj 
and  moderation  becoming  his  un- 
happy circumstances ;  but  he  was, 
notwithstanding,  an  object  of  the 
implacable  enmity  of  the  gaoler. 
Though  he  had  paid  an  extraordi- 
nary price  for  the  use  of  a  bed,  this 
inhuman  Tillain  would  allow  htm 
only  straw  to  lie  upon,  even  in  the 
most  rigorous  season  of  the  year^ 
when  he  was  in  a  state  of  health 
that  threatened  his  speedy  dlssola. 
tion. 

The  cruelty  of  the  gaoler's  treat* 
men t  occasioned  some  gentlemen  to 
write  to  him,  desiring  he  would  al- 
low the  prisoner  a  bed.  It  was 
imagined  that  the  malicious  repn^ 
sentations  of  the  gaoler  indu^  a 
gentleman  of  great  interest  at  court 
to  intercept  the  royal  mercy,  which, 
it  was  generally  believed,  would  be 
extendi  to  Poulter. 

A  report  being  circulated  that 
Poulter  was  to  be  executed  on  the 
1st  of  March,  he  wrote  to  a.  geo. 
tieman  from  whom  he  had  expe- 
ilenced  many  instances  of  huma- 
nity, requesting .  to  be  informed 
whether  It  was  founded  in  trat^, 
and  complaining  that  the  gaoler 
added  to  his  distress  by  perpetually 
reminding  him  that  he  must  inevi- 
tably fall  arictim  to  the  law.  . 

Poulter's  dread  of  being  executed 
daily  increasing,  he  determined  to 
attempt  breaking  out  of  prison; 
and,  having  communicated  his  de- 
sign to  one  of  the  debtors,  on  Sun- 
day, the  17th  of  February,  thej 
forced  an  iron  bar  out  of  one  of  the 
windows,  and  escaped. 
.  Poulter  travelled  as  far  as  Glas- 
tonbury with  one  of  his  ir^sui  on ; 
and,  after  disengaging  himself  from 
that  incumbrance,,  he  continued 
walking  all  night,  although  he  .was 
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extremelj  weak  through  long  ilU 
ness,  and  bis  liBgs  were  galled  and 
swelled  in  a  terrible  manner.  In 
the  day  they  concealed  theoiselTet 
in  a  hay  •rick,*  and  agreed  to  direct 
their  course  towards  Wales;  but, 
being  ignorant  of  the  road,  they  oo 
Tuesday  morning  found  themselfes 
at  Wookey,  near  Wells. 

Poulter  was  so  ezcessifely  fa« 
tigued  as  to  be  unable  to  purine  his 
joomey,and  it  was  therefore  agreed 
tbat  they  should  take  some  repose. 
Th«y  went  into  an  alehouse,  where 
tJwy  slept  till  two  o'clock;  and 
they  were  preparing  to  depart, 
when  a  mason,  who  lived  in  the 
Deigliborhood,  came  to  the  house 
for  some  liquor,  and,  recollecting 
the  person  of  Poulter,  called  to  his 
journeymen  to  assist  in  apprehend- 
ing him.  He  was  secured  till  the 
next  day,  and  then  conducted  back 
to  Ifelchester  gaol. 

When  he  was  lodged  again  in 
prison  nine  days  of  the  time  for 
which  be  was  respited  remained  un- 
expired; but  an  express  was  dis. 
patched  to  a  member  of  parliament, 
requesting  him  to  uschb  interest. to 
obtain  an  order  for  his  immediate 
execution*  In  consequence  of  this 
an  order  was  issued,  commanding 
ihe  high  sheriff  to  cause ,  the  sen« 
tence  of  the  law  to  be  inflicted  on 
Poulter  within  twenty.four  hours 
after  the  receipt  of  the  express. 

Poulter  was  greatly  shoclLcd  up. 
on  learning  that  the  warrant  was 
received  for  his  sudden  execution  ; 
but  he  soon  recovered  his  spirits, 
and  endefToured  to  atone  for  past 
offences  by  a  Mocere  repentance. 
After  recelfing  the  sacrament  in  a 
very  devout  manner^  he  prayed  with 
an  appearance  of  great  fervency, 
and  expressed  strong  hopes  of  ob- 
taiaing  pardon  from  the  Almighty, 
whose  displefuure  he  had  not  in- 
curred (hqwefsr  great  his  offences 


In  other  respects)  by  the  spilling  of 
innocent  blood. 

He  behaved  in  a  very  penitent 
manner,  but  still  preserved  a  decent 
fortitude,  at  the  place  of  execution* 
lie  solemnly  declared  to  the  truth 
of  all  he  had  related  respecting  his 
accomplices;  and,  after  warning 
the  surrounding  multitude  to  avoid 
such  practices  as  had  proved  tl|e 
cause  of  his  destruction,  he  prayed 
some  time  in  a  composed  and  fer* 
vent  manner,  and  was  then  turned 
off. 

John  Poulter  was  hanged  at  Ivel* 
Chester  on  the  Uih  of  February, 
1755. 

It  is  t9  be  lamented  that  Poul- 
ter, through  the  villainy  of  his  for- 
mer accomplices,  was  deprived  of 
the  advantage  that  would  have  ne- 
cessarily resulted  from  a  reforma- 
tion of  conduct.  Denied  the  op- 
portunity of  supporting  himself  by 
honest  means,  he  was,  In  a  manner, 
compelled  to  join  in  the  iniquitous 
practices  of  his  former  associates; 
for  he  was  conscious  that,  had  he 
been  hardy  enough  to  oppose  thdr 
designs,  they  would  have  effected 
his  destruction. 

Though  this  man's  offences  we're 
great,  we  cannot  but  regret  his 
being  subjected  to  the  utmost  rigour 
of  the  law ;  since,  to  that  public 
he  had  so  highly  injured,  he  made 
no  inconsiderable  reparation,  by 
causing  the  most  dangerous  set  of 
villains  that  ever  infested  these 
kingdoms  to  be  dispersed. 

Doctor  Hancock  visited  the  pri- 
soner, and  gave  him  hopes  ofjife; 
but  afterwards  used  every  possible 
endeavour  to  hasten  his  execution. 
Thus  he  seduced  tlie  unhappy  man 
to  neglect  a, preparation  for  eter- 
nity, to  which  he  labored  to  pre- 
cipitate him  *  with  all  his  imper- 
fections on  hu  head.' 

The  conduct  of  the  gaoler  clUu 
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Mt,iMe  JBieodoi^^  in  Upm$  of  si»ffij- 
cient  abhorrence.  >Vhat  diaracter 
tan  more  provoke  oorliatped  than 
the. man  who^  inftead  ot  aiteviaU 
log,  insults  distress;  instead  of 
calming  a  perturbed  spirit,  adds  to 
the  poifo^cy  of  affliction ;  and  in« 
Qapacilates a. miserable, wretch,  tot- 
tering on  the  verge  of  eternity,  for 
appealing  (o  the  Almighty  vrith 
that  sjteady  and  fervent  zeal  by 
mhich  alone  he  can  obtain  forgive* 
nasa?  As  aeontiawt.to  tbis  iahu^ 
man  vitlain  of  a  gaoler,  we  shall 
maniion  Air.  Ds^,  wha  was  keeper 
9f  I  firiatol  prison  during .  it  he  con* 
flnement  of  the  unfortunate  Richard 
Savage,  -Esq.  He-was'  a  man  of 
strict  integ^ty  and  universal  be* 
iievolence;  and  his  behaviour  to 
Savage  gave  the  •  ingenious  bio« 
gvapher  of  ^hat  unhappy  poet  oc* 
dision  for  the  Ibllowing  reflections  t 


^  Firtue  is  Jindoifbtedl jT  most  1aiid«« 
abl«  In  that  state  wh^b  makes  M 
most  difficult;  and  therefore  thd 
humanity  of  a  gaoler  certainty  de^ 
serves  this  public  attestation ;  and 
the  roan  whose  heart  has  not  been 
hardened  by  such  an  employment 
may  justly  be  proposed  as  a  pattern 
of  benevolence.  If  an  Inscription 
was  once  engraved  to  the  honest 
toll-gatherer^  \tH  honours  ought 
not  ta  bo  paid  to  the  tender  gaoler^ 
We  shaft  here  Conclude  with 
observing  that  guilt  mTust  ever  be 
attended  by  wretchedness:  per* 
petual  fears  and  alarms  will  destroy 
the  hope*  of  fotut^  happlneisj  ami 
we  no  longer  consider  life  as  valu- 
able than  while  we  are  able  to 
cherish  the  expectation  that  per- 
manent  f^ictty  wilt  reward  the  toils 
of  the  present  hour. 


DAVIS, 

EXECUTED  FOtt  MAIL  ROB^^IfY. 


,  Tuis  man  was>  a  tallow-chandler 
In  Caraa^y  Market*  London,  where 
he  had  some  time  carried  on  bust* 
ness  with  apparent  credit,  until 
his  goods  were  distrained,  by  his 
landlord  for  renti  On  taking  the 
iw^tory  a.  pistol  was  found  in 
the.drawerof  a.httreau,'With  some 
fiarts  of  .banl^^notes,  and  several 
InII^  of  exchange. 

The  Cirencester  mail  had  been 
robbedlnbave  two  yearsbefore,  and, 
though  the  customary  reward  had 
heen  advertised  for  the  discovery 
pf.ithe  th^f,  no  one.  was  appre- 
hended, ..  A  suspicion  arwing  from 
ihe  drcnmstance  that  a  man- with 
each  property  by  himtshouid  t«Ser 
his  goods  to  be-a^ed,  the4»)fitents 
of  Paiis's  bureau  were  shown  tq  an 
oApei  of  the. Post-office,  who  sqs« 
pected  the  ootes^tohave  been  taken 
outof 'the jMii ;  hut^Usthe  thicuild 


prove  innocent,  and  the  charge  be 
detrimental  to  him,  a  stratagem  iHi 
used  to  carry  htm  before  a  tBagi§« 
trate,  ta  answer  for  somo  broiii  in 
which  he  had  lately  been  fntofted. 
There  he  was  charged  with  irobbihg 
the  mail,  bat  which  be  denied. 

When  upon  4ho  point  of  beii)^ 
discharged,  a  person  came  fjo  i^e 
office  with  a  sifver  tankard  found 
concealed  in  JDavls's  tiouse,  which 
had  been  advertised  to  have  been 
purchased  with  one  of  tbe  notes 
plundered-  from  the  mail,  of  Mr. 
^taiding,  in  the  Minories* 

-Mr<  Harding  was  then  sent  for, 
who  swore  I  hat  the  prisoner  pn^ 
ehosed  it  ,of  him;  irpoa  ivbidl 
(Davie  confessed  that  he  kneiv  the 
person  who  had  robbed  the  insity 
aod  who,  he  said,  then  lay  oodcr 
sentence  of  death  in  Newgate. 

Tothis  Ahiehood  he  was  ahswdtf^ 
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that  the  person  ho  described  was 
sentenced  only  to  transpcfk-tation ; 
upon  which  he  turned  pale,  and 
was  agitated.  He  was  thereupon 
committed  to  prison,  and  a  warrant 
of  detainer  lodged  against  the  con. 
▼ict  whom  he  had  accused. 

He  was  removed  by  writ  of  ha. 
beat  corpus  to  Aylesbury,  and  on 
the  13th  of  March,  1755,  brought 
to  trial. 

When  asked,  in  the  usual  form, 
whether  he  was  guilty  or  not  guilty 


of  the  charges  laid  in  the  indict- 
ment ?  he  refused  to  plead  till  his 
irons  were  taken  off.  This  the 
Court  assented  to,  and  he  then 
pleaded  <  Not  guilty  ;'  but,  after  a 
trial  which  occupied  five  hours,  he 
was  convicted. 

On  the  Jd  of  April,  1755,  he 
was  executed  at  Gerrard's  Cross,  in 
Buckinghamshire,  the  place  where 
he  committed  the  robbery,  and  there 
hung  in  chains. 


^crgan  tmming  thi  Uoiue,  afier  murdering  its  JnhahitanTs. 


EDWARD  MQRGAN, 

EXECUTED  FOB  MURDEK. 


Though  we  have  shown  the  per. 
petrators  of  this  foul  crime  under 
tke  cursed  Impulse  of  rage,  jealousy* 
ft? arice,  and  revenge,  yet  have  wo 
to  adduce  one,  resulting  more  from 
/wantonness  than  a  propensity  to 
thieving — a  murder  marked  with 
the  bascit  Ingratitude  and  perfidy. 

YOt.  II. 


The  hospitality  of  the  Welch  U 
proverbial ;  and  their  Christmas 
feasts  are  open  to  all  visitor^s.  What 
villain  could  pollute  the  festive 
board  ?  Where,  we  would  ask, 
could  be  found  the  man,  who  would 
suck  the  blood  of  his  generous  ho«t 
and  his  family^  and  that  host  a  near 
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relation  ?  Sort j  ar«  we  to  a<w 
knowledge  that  tuch  a  monster 
have  we  found  in  a  Welchman. 

The  circumstancei  which  came 
out  on  the  trial  of  Edward  Mor- 
gan, at  the  assises  of  Glamorgan, 
were  these :-« According  to  annual 
custom,  he  had  been  iuTited  by  Mr. 
Rces  Morgan,  of  Lanvabwn,  his 
cousin,  to  spend  the  Christmas  ho- 
lidays.  He  had  partaken  of  the 
first  day's  festivity,  and  retired  to 
bed  along  with  a  young  man,  ap. 
prentice  to  Mr.  Rees  Morgan^  No 
sooner  had  be  iaidliis  head  upon  the 
pillow,  to  use  his  own  expression, 
that)  the  detil  whispered  him  to  get 
up,  and  murder  the  whole  favfly, 
and  he  determined  to  obey. 

He  first  made  an  attempt  on  the 
apprentice,  his  bedfellow,  but  he 
struggled  so  far  as  to  effect  his  es. 
cape,  and  hid  himself.  The  mur- 
derer then  provided  himself  with  a 
knife,  which  he  sharpened  on  a 
stone  as  deliberately  as  the  butcher 
uses  his  steel. 

Thus  prepared,  he  softly  crept  to 
the  bedchamber  of  his  host  and 
hostess,  and  cut  their  throats  in 
thei^  sleep;  then  he  proceeded  to 
the  bed  of  their  beautiful  daughter, 
with  whom  the  monster  hail  but  an 


hoar  before  been  sporting  and  plajr- 
ing,  ani  with  equal  expedition^ 
and  by  the  same  means,  robbed  ber 
of  life  I 

Not,  however,  satisfied  witli* 
causing  this  inundation  of  blood , 
he  seized  a  firebrand,  and  pro« 
ceeded  to  the  bam  and  outhouses, 
setting  fire  to  them  all ;  and,  tm 
complete  the  sum  of  his  crioie,  he 
fired  the  dwelling.house,  after  plan«L 
dering  It  of  some  articles. 

<  The  Gloucester  Journal/  of 
the  year  1757,  describes  the  pro- 
perty consumed  by^re.on  this  me- 
lancholy occasion  to  have  been  <  the 
dwelling-house,  a  bam  full  of  cora, 
a  beast.house,  with  twelve  head  of 
cattle  in  it ;  and  the  farmer,  his 
wife,  and  daughter,  were  either 
murdered  or  perished  in  the  flames  !* 

It  was  at  first  conjectured  that 
the  unfortunate  people  had  perished 
in  the  conflagration.  Their  mur- 
dered bo.dies,  it  is  too  true,  were 
consumed  to  ashes,  and  the  manner 
of  their  death  was  proved  partly 
by  what  the  concealed  apprentice 
overheard,  but  chiefly  from  the 
murderer's  own  confession.  Hq 
was  executed  at  Glamorgan,  April 
the  6th,  1757. 


ROBERT  ALSOP,  AND  SIX  SEAMEN, 

CONTICTSD  OF  A  EIOT  AND  IMPRESSINO  A  CITI2EK. 

Tna  liberty  of  the  subject  is,  by    sails,  to  carry  the  industry  of  our 

countrymen  to  a  market  which  can. 


Magna  Charta,  declared  sacred ; 
yet  the  imperious  call  of  war,  for 
seamen  to  defend  our  island  from  a 
foreign  foe,  has  rendered  it  expe- 
dient to  seize  seamen  in  the  mer*. 
chants*  employ,  and  force  them  on 
board  a  man  of  warl 

To  supply  a  nation's  call  mnch 
may  be  urged  on  this  ? iolation ;  yet 
it  k  pregnant  with  great  mischt^  to 
individuals,  and  no  provision  is 
awarded  to  the  sufferer.  A  ship 
richly  laden  fis  ready  to  bend  her 


not  be  found  at  home ;  and  at  the 
dead  hour  of  night,  even,  indeed,  as- 
the  anchor  is  weighing,  a  ferocious 
gang  may  board  and  carry  off  her 
seamen. 

The  ship,  thus  stripped  of  tht 
means  of  ploughing  the*  ocean,  le^ 
mains  in  port,  week  after  week^ 
waiting  for  hands,  which  are  often 
unattainable,  by  reason  of  a  press 
of  seamen.  She  lays  at  the  mer;. 
chant*s    cost:    no   demurrage   Is 
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awardtfl  him ;  no  allQwancf  made 
for  the  decay  of  (he  cargo ;  in  fact, 
he  is  totally  without  remedy.  His 
serf  ants,  the  seamen,  are  forcibly 
carried  off,  often  without  even  the 
solace  of  their  chest,  torn  away 
from  their  wifes  and  children,  and 
compelled  to  serve  agaiast  their  in- 
clination. But,  replies  gOTemment, 
private  interest  must  give  nay  to 
the  public  weal ;  and  thus  com- 
merce, the  tery  essence  of  our 
prosperity,  is  often  cramped  to  feed 
ombkion* 

Bat,  whene? er  this  Tiolence  bo- 
comes  iBdiepensably  necessary,  those 
to  whom  this  duty  is  imposed  should 
pay  some  respect  to  persons,  and 
perform  their  unpleasant  d«ty  with 
some  degree  of  humanity.  The 
present  case  exhibits  H  scene  of 
wanton  outrage. 

A  press-gang,  in  the  year  1755, 
in  a  riotous  manner  forced  them. 
•dv^s  into  the  house  of  Mr.  Wil. 
Ham  Godfrey,  a  man  of  good  re- 
pate,  and  a  cooper  of  the  city  of 
London.  They  knocked  him  down, 
and  dragged  him  through  the  streets, 
wiA  only  one  slipper  on,  and  thus 
forcibly  put  him  on  board  a  king^s 
•hip  in  the  rirer  Thames.  There 
1m  was  confined  in  the  hold,  among 
'«  Rimber  of  other  subjects,  where 
thens  was  a  saffbcating  stanch,  the 
eflbcts  of  which  long  endangered 
his  lile.  Tw%lf  e  hours  was  he  that 
confined,  to  the  scandal,  as  the 
printed  accounts  of  this  lawless 
baseness  of  the  time  said,  of  all  go- 
remment,  and  in  derogation  of  the 
rights  and  pririleges  of  the  city  of 
London.  At  length>  the  lord-mayor 
interfeiing  his  authority,  Mr.  God- 
frey was  released,  and  his  friends 
set  about  the  laudable  task  of  bring- 
ing those  ruffians  to  condign  punish- 
ment. 

Robert  Alsop,  William  Sturges, 
JAn  Dodsey,  Frederick  Offler, 
James  Williamson,  Charles  Powell, 
and  Benjamin  Tidsdale,  a  part  of 


this  press-gang,  were  indicted,  and 
committed  to  prison. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the 
Guildhall  of  the  city  of  London, 
Sturges  and  Dodsey  baring  sur- 
rendered themielfes,  and  pleading 
for  mercy,  were  acquitted ;  but  thfe 
others  found  guilty. 

While  the  Court  was  deliberating 
on  the  panishment  to  be  inflicted 
on  them,  some  oAeers  of  gorem- 
ment  interceded,  and  prayed  that 
their  country  might  not  longbedeu 
prired  of  their  serrlces  against  the 
French,  then  at  war  with  us.  In 
consequence  of  this,  and  the  cul- 
prits, on  their  knees,  sueing  for 
mercy,  backed  by  Mr.  Godfrey^ 
generous  forgirenets,  they  \rere 
only  sentenced  to  ten  days"  impri- 
sonment. 

Various  are  the  arts  practised  bf 
tfiose  likely  to  serve  the  king,  and 
seiifaring  men,  to  aroid  the  presr- 
gang.  An  humorous  deric^  for  this 
purpose  was  used  at  a  place  callell 
Salt  Coats,  in  the  west  of  Scotland, 
during  the  last  American  wSr^Where 
a  company  of  young  men  and 
maids  having  met  to  be  merry^  an 
impress  officer  in  the  neighborhood 
thought  it  a  fit  opportunity  to  pick 
up  some  useful  hands  fo  serve  his 
majesty. 

Accordingly,  with  his  eang,  asL 
sisted  by  a  party  of  soldiers,  the 
bam  in  which  they  were  dancing 
was  invested.  Their  approach  bektg 
discovered,  the  doors  and  windows 
were  barricaded,  and  a  resistance 
declared.  ^ 

Being  unwilling,  however,  to 
coaM  to  extremities  while  the  girll 
were  in  danger,  a  parley  was  do* 
manded  and  granted,  and  the  women 
were  to  depart  unmolested.  In  the 
mean  time  the  young  men  and  maids 
had  changed  clothes;  and,  nheA 
the  press-gang  and  sokHers  entered; 
they  found,  to  their  moHification, 
that  the  females,  on  that  occasioni 
all  wore  the  breeches! 
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JOHN  BERRY,  STEPHEN  M'DANIEL,  JAMES  EGAN,  JAMES 
SALMON,  AND BLEE, 

MURDERBKS  AND  CONSPIRATORS. 

We  should  haye  supposed  that    deed  be  planned,  and  by  none  Ie«a 


these  pages  had  already  disclosed 
the  horrid  crime  of  murder  under 
every  hellish  impulse  of  the  mind  ; 
but  there  we  find  the  shedding  of  in- 
nocent  blood  carried  on  In  a  course 
of  systematic  wickedness. 

When  a  nation  has  been  long 
.engaged  in  foreign  wars,  and  then 
suddenly  concludes  a  peace,  what 
proves  a  national  happiness  is  a  sad 
jnisfortone  to  thousands  of  bra?e 
soldleri  and  seamen,  who  had  long 
nade  * 

•  The  flinty  cooch  of  war 
Their  thnot-driven  bed  of  down.* 

The  peace  of  the  year  1749  pro- 
duced a  greatly  augmented  calen- 
dar in  each  county  gaol  in  the  king- 
dom; and,  to  prevent  the  great 
increase  of  cobbers,  goreroment 
deemed  it  eipedient  to  oflfer  addi- 
tional  rewards  for  appcehending 
those,  who,  in  certain  cases,  had 
been  guilty  of  ? iolatton  of  the  law. 

It  will  hardly  be  credited  that  so 
diabolical  a  conspiracy  could  be  en- 
gendered in  the  mind  of  man,  as 
that  of  enticing  innocent  youths  to 
commit  a  robbery,  and  then  appre- 
Jiending  them,  for  the  si^ke  of  a  re- 
ward, thus  making  a  very  trade  of 
human  blood;  but  yet  this  dam- 
nable plot  was  long  successfully 
carried  on,  and  many  an  innocent 
man  fell  a  victim  to  the  pretended 
violated  laws  of  the  country. 
I  It  will,  by  some,  from  the  abote 
cgnmeots  on  the  effects  of  a  peace, 
be  naturally  conjectured  that  the 
conspirators  were  discharged  sol- 
diers or  sailors.  No,  (hank  God, 
the  worst  offence  we  have  to  charge 
them  with,  and  those,  perhaps, 
committed  through  the  calls  of  dis- 
tress, fall  infinitely  short  of  these 
men's  crimes.  In  the  hard  hearts 
of  thief.takcn  alone  could  such'  a 


callous  to  humanity  could  such 
murderous  scheme  to  amass  money 
be  carried  into  execution. 

The  head,  or  captain,  as  they 
dignified  him,  was  Berry^  a  runner, 
or,  as  commonly  denominated,  a 
^  thief-taker,'  who  lived  at  the  eu  J 
of  what  was  then  called  George 
Yard,  at  the  bottom  of  Hatton 
Garden,  and  Bice  was  his  servant. 

M^Daniel  kept  a  public  house  in 
Hoi  born  ;  Egan  was  a  shoemaker, 
and  Saloon  a  leather  breeches- 
maker;  and  both  lived  In  Drary 
Lane. 

These  villains,  horrid  to  relate, 
conspired  together  in  accusing  inno- 
cent people  of  crimes  which  took 
away  life,  for  the  reward  so  offered. 
.Various  were  the  diabolical  plans 
they  laid  for  this  purpose. 

At  one  time  they  enticed  two  vic- 
tims to  join  them  in  committing  a 
highway  robbery  upon  one  of  their 
own  gang,  a  third  was  to  purchase 
the  stolen  goods,  and  the  other  was 
to  apprehend  the  intended  victims^ 
permitting  his  aceomplice,  who  had 
been  concerned  in  the  robbery,  to 
escape,  and  then  io  join  the  party 
robbed  and  the  receiver  in  the  pro- 
secution. But  if,  through  the  in- 
formation of  the  other  two,  the 
thief-taker,  who  proposed  and  as- 
sisted ill  the  robbery,  was  appre- 
hended, then,  in  order  to  preserve 
him,  the  prosecution  was  not  sup- 
ported. 

These  villains  exhibited  an  accu- 
sation of  robbery  against  two  young 
men  named  Newman  and  March. 
Upon  their  trial  they  related  the 
manner  in  which  they  had  been  se- 
duced ;  but  the  evidence  of  the 
thief-takers  was  so  strong,,  that 
they  were  convicted,  and  suffered 
death.  .   .    . 
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A  poor  man,  named  Tyler,  was 
met  by  one  of  the  gang,  who  said  he 
would  make  him  a  present  of  a 
V  horse,  for  which  he  had  no  further 
occasion.  The  unfortunate  roan 
joyfully  req^if  ed  the  horse  from  his 
apparently  generous  benefactor, 
by  whom  he  was  advised  to  take  the 
beast  to  an  Inn  in  Smithfield,  there 
to  be  taken  care  of  till  he  should 
determine  In  what  manner  to  dis. 
pose  of  him.  Before  he  could 
reach  Smithfield  he  was  seized  by 
£gan^  who  took  him  before  the 
sitting  alderman ;  and,  it  being 
sworn  that  he  had  stolen  the  horse, 
be  was  committed  to  Newgate,  and 
soon  afterwards  hanged.  In  the 
year  1753  they  charged  an  inno. 
cent  man,  named  Woodland,  with 
felony ;  and  he  was  committed,  aud 
sentenced  to  suffer  d^ath ;  but  he 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  a  par. 
don,  on  condition  of  transporta- 
tion. The  villains,  however,  claim. 
ed,  and  actually  received,  the  re* 
ward,  in  consequence  of  their  having 
prosecuted  him  to  conviction. 

Joshua  Kidden,  whom  we  have 
already  mentioned,  was  the  next 
who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  (heir  abomi. 
nable  artifices,  it  would  be  tedious  ' 
to  recount  the  particulars  relating 
to  the  many  people  who  suffered 
death  through  the  false  evidence  of 
these  atrociojis  villains  ;  and  espe. 
dally  as  the  several  cases  bear  much 
•imilarity  to  each  other.  We  shall 
now  proceed  to  a  narrative  of  the 
fact  of  which  they  were  convicted. 
The  money  obtained  by  the  con. 
Tlction  of  Kidden  l>eiog  nearly  ex- 
pended, they  employed  themselves 
in  concerting  new  sehemes  of  vil- 
lainy for  recruiting  their  finances. 
It  was  determined  to  employ  a  man 
named  Blee,  a  fellow  of  abandoned 
prindples,  who  had  for  some  time 
acted  as  an  assistant  to  Berry,  in 
attcndifig  in  the  fields  about  IsHiig. 
ton  till  he  could  decoy  two  idle 


boys  to  consent  to  join  him  in  » 
robbery. 

They  all  held  a  meeting  in  an  ar.^ 
hour  belonging  to  a  public  house 
(the  Sir  John  Oldcastle)  iu  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Islington,  where  they, 
appointed  the  time  for  committing 
the  robbery  ;  and  that  it  should  be 
near  Deptford,  on  account  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Greenwich  having 
advertised  twenty  pounds  for  the 
apprehending  any  highwayman  or 
footpad, in  addition  to  the  reward  al. 
lowed  by  parliament. .  Their  wicked 
plan  being  settled,  they,  separated ; 
for,  lest  they  should  be  suspected  of 
holding  an  improper  correspond-, 
ence,  they  were  particularly  careful 
not  to  be  seen  together  where  there 
was  a  probability  of  their  persona 
being  known. 

They  afterwards  met  at  the  Bell 
Inn,  UoJborn,  and  there  came  to 
the  following  agreement:  that  Sal- 
mon, who  was  a  breeches-maker  by 
trade,  should  make  two  pair  of 
breeches,  and  put  them  into  a  hand* 
kerchief,  having  a  particular  mark ; 
that  he  should  have  a  pocket-piece, 
a  tobacco-box,  with  his  name  en- 
graved on  the  lid,  and  some  other 
articles  which  he  could  accurately 
describe;  and  that  he  should  be 
robbed  by  Blee,  in  conjunction 
with  any  two  boys  he  could  prevail 
u|K>n  to  join  him. 

On  the  following  morning  Berrj 
directed  Blee  to  go  into  Fleet 
Market  In  search  of  tWo  boys, 
giving  him  threepence,  that  he 
might  treat  with  gin  those  he  should 
think  most  likely  to  comply  with 
his  proposal.  Blee  met  with  John 
Ellis  and  Pater  Kelly,  whom .  he 
treated  with  gin ;  and  then  departed, 
not  doubting  of  their  ready  com** 
pliance,  as  he  knew  the)i»had  been 
guiUy  of  picking  pockets,  and  other 
mean  offences. 

Upon  returning  to  Berry  he  re- 
ceived   another  threepence,    with 
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•rdfrs  to  tamper  with  ike  boys; 
and,  if  thej  seemed  likely  to  fall 
into  the  snare,  to  mention,  that,  if 
they  would  join  hhn,  a  cottsiderable 
booty  in  linen  might  be  Obtained  at 
Deptford.  Blee  treated  the  bop  a 
second  time,  and  then  proposed  the 
robbery,  in  which  Ibey  consented 
to  become  parties. 

The  gang  met  the  neit  day  at 
an  alehottse  in  Holbom,  and  gave 
Blee  money  to  treat  the  beys  with 
liquor.  M^Daalel,  being  sasplciooB 
that  Bloe  had  not  made  the  pro- 
gress he  pretended*  insisted  upon 
iceing  thF intended  Tictims ;  in  con., 
sequence  of  which,  he,  accempanted 
H^  Berry  and  Blee,  went  to  Fleet 
Market,  were  the  latter  pointed 
to  the  boys,  who  were  then  in  a 
pea-cart. 

After  some  4ebites,  It  was  agreed 
that  the  horrid  plan  should  be  car- 
ried into  execution  on  the  followiog 
Monday.  About  nine  In  the  mom^ 
lag  Blee  went  in  search  of  the  boys, 
and  took  them  to  a  public  house  in 
Ut^e  Britain,  where  they  had  bread 
and  cheese  sfid  beer,  which  Blee 
paid  for  out  of  a  crown  he  had  re. 
ceived  from  his  accomplices,  for  the 
purpose  of  treating  them.  ^Frora 
this  house  they  went  to  the  sign  of 
Ike  Bell,  in  the  Borough,  where  the 
Inst  of  the  gang  were  to  see  them, 
in  order  to  be  convinced  that  they 
had  not  failed  meeting.  Kelly,  see. 
Ing  Berry  sitting  in  a  room  at  the 
Bell,  and  knowing  him  to  be  a 
ihief-taker,  was  much  alarmed;  but 
Us  tranquillity  returned  upon  being 
assured  by  Blee  that  he  had  no 
eanse  for  fear. 

'  Blee  now  took  his  two  devoted 
companions  to  a  house  in  the  Bo. 
ffongh  Market,and  gave  them  liquor 
till  they  were  in  a  state  of  intoxica* 
tion.  They  thes  adjourned  to  a 
field,  where  the  boys  slept  some 
time;  and,  being  awakened  by  Blee, 
they  proceeded  towards  Dt ptford. 


They  went  to  the  Ship  alehouse 
et  Deptford,  where  they  had  beear 
but  a  short  time  when  Salmon  eame 
in,  and,  protending  to  be  drnnk^ 
leant  against  the  dresser,  and  said 
he  was  going  to  London. 

When  it  was  nearly  dark  8alm<m 
went  out  of  the  house ;  aod  pre* 
sently  afterwardit  Blee  desired  the 
boys  to  take  a  walk  with  htin« 
Salmon  waited  near  the  four-<iBUo 
stone,  as  had  been  agreed;  antf 
when  Blee,  Ellis,  ajid  Kelly,  caaM 
within  sight  of  him,  the  former  sahl, 
^  There  fe  the  old  breeches-maker 
that  was  so  drunk  at  the  Ship  ;*  and 
proposed  to  rob  him,  to  whieh  the 
others  consented. 

Kelly  asking  Salmon  what  he 
had  under  his  arm,  Salmon  siiid  he 
would  readily  deliver  hk  property, 
begging  that  he  might  not  be  treated 
with  cruelty,  and  then  delivered  his 
bundle  to  Blee,  who  gave  it  to  KeU 
ly;  after  which  he, gave  his  money, 
which  was  in  a  tin  box :  after  sear<^« 
Ing  his  pockets,  and  taking  his  to.  * 
bacco^x,  they  retreated  towards 
London. 

By  the  direction  of  Berry,  Blee 
conducted  the  lads  to  a  fodgfoig. 
house  in  Kent  Street;  and  the  next 
morning  met  them  at  the  Sprrad 
Eagle  in  the  Borough  Market, 
whens  they  had  ate  and  drank  on 
the  preceding  day.  Blee  now  went 
to  the  White  Bear,  and  informed 
Berry,  Egan,  and  Salmon,  where 
he  had  left  the  boys ;  and  presentfy 
after  returned  with  some  lamb's 
liver  for  breakfost,  and  found  Egan 
sitting  In  the  box  with  them.  H6 
whispered  to  the  lads' that  the  man 
{Bgan)  was  a  dealer  in  old  doAies, 
and  would  probably  purchase  ^ 
breeches.  Blee  asked  Mm  to  buy 
the  breeches,  for  which  he  ofered 
five  shillings,  giving  one  shilling  as 
earnest,  and  saying  he  would'soon 
Ihteh  the  rest  of  the  money. 

Egan  new  pretended  that  he  bed 
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h>9t  his  tobaoco^KUL ;,  on  wliich 
that  Uken  from  Salmon  was  offered 
Id  him,  and  he  purchased  it  for  a 
i|oart  of  beer.  Egan  now  returned 
to  the  While  Bear ;  and  presently 
after  Blee,  under  pretence  of  going 
to  be  sbaTed,  called  upon  bis  ac- 
eomplices  at  that  house,  and  then 
proceeded  through  the  city  to  Uz. 
bridge. 

Egan  went  again  to  the  Spread 
Eagle,  but,  in  order  ta  detain  the 
kds,  Hrged  the  absence  of  Blee  as 
an  excase  for  not  immediately  pay. 
•iBg  the  four  shillings.  In  a  few 
minutes  M< Daniel  entered,  and, 
aaying  he  had  a  warrant  against 
Elltt  and  Kelly,  seized  them,  and, 
taking  a  rope  from  his  pocket,  tied 
them  together. 

M^Oaniel  now  dispatched  a  mes. 
ienger  for  Salmon,  and,  when  be 
came  Into  the  house,  turned  to 
Bgan,  asking  him  what  was  coo. 
tained  in  the  handkerchief  under 
Ms  arm ;  on  which  he,  with  an  af. 
feeted  abruptness,  said,  <  What  is 
that  to  you  ?  My  bundle  contaias 
my  own^property,  which  I  have  but 
jwH  purchased.'  M ^Daniel  insist, 
ing  upon  seeing  the  contents  of  the 
bundle,  it  was  opened ;  when  Sal. 
ason  claimed  the  breeches,  saying 
be  had  been  robbed  of  them.  In 
consequence  of  this  Kelly  and  Ellis 
were  searched^and  a  knife,  a  pocket, 
piece^and  some  other  articles,  being 
found  upon  them,  and  claimed  by 
SaldloB,  they  were  taken  out  of  i«(o 
bottse,  in  order  for  examination  be. 
f&re  a  magistrate  at  Greenwich. 
M^Daniel  used  cTerr  ai^ament  in 
Ms  power  to  persuaJe  tWe  boys  to 
confess  themseff  es  guilty  of  the  rob. 
bery,  and  promised,  if  they  woald 
comply,  to  exert  his  utmost  endea. 
tours  to  sate  their  lives;  b«t  they 
persisted  in  a  refusal.  Upon  reach- 
ing Greenwich  all  the  parties  went 
into  a  pablie  house  for  refreshment^ 
and  then  went  before  a  magistrate. 


who  conunitted  the  prlsoncnrs  to 
Maidstone  gaol. 

On  the  way  to  Maidstone  they 
related  to  the  constable  who  had 
charge  of  them  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  seduced  by  Blee ; 
and,  on  hts  return,  he  stated  the 
particulars  to  Mr.  Coz,  the  high« 
constable  of  the  hundred,  who,  hav- 
ing heard  that  Blee  fl&d  M^Daniel 
were  acquainted,  entertained  a  sus. 
picion  that'  some  VilUnny  had  been 
practised  with  respect  to  the  youths, 
and  be  therefore  caused  Blee,  to  be 
apprehended.  Blee,  being  taken  to 
the  magistrate  at  Greenwich,  ac- 
knowledged all  the  partkttlars  re- 
specting the  wicked  transaction,  and 
his  confession  being  taken  in  writing, 
he  affixed  to  it  his  signature. 

The  time  for  holding  the  assixes 
being  arrived,  Mr.  Cox,  having  a 
warrant  for  apprehending  Berry, 
Salmon,  M^Duiiel,  and  Egan, 
Wofkt  to  Maidstone,  having  Bieo  iai 
custody.  Mr.  Cox  waited  tiU  the 
conclusion  of  the  trial,  but  bad  no 
sooner  heard  the  foreman  of  the 
jury  pronounce  the  prisoners  guilty^ 
than  he  caused  the  four  iniquitous 
accomplicee  to  be  taken  into  cus- 
tody. They  obstinately  persisted  in 
declaring  themselves  innocent ;  and, 
eyen  when  confronted  with  Blee, 
dented  having  the  least  knowledge 
of  him  :  but,  on  the  following  day, 
they  severally  requested  to  be  ad* 
mitted  evklences  for  the  crown :  ift 
this  neither  of  them  was  indulged, 
the  evidence  ef  Blee  being  deemed 
sufficient  for  their  ooavietaon. 

They  were  removed  to  London, 
in  order  for  trial,  as  being  accesso- 
ries before  the  fact.  The  jury  wero 
not  able  to  determine  whether  the 
prisoners  came  within  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  statutes  fourth  and  iilth 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  or  third  and 
fourth  of  WHIiam  and  Mary,  and 
therefore  referred  the  case  to  tbo 
decision  of  the  twelve  jadges. 
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The  9pecia)  ?erdict  being  brought 
to  a  hearing  before  the  judges  in 
the  hall  of  Sergeants'  Inn,  counsel 
was  heard  on  both  sides,  and  it  was 
unanimously  determined  that  the  of- 
fences charged  against  the  prisoners 
did  not  come  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statutes  above  mentioned  ;  bnt 
orders  were  gif  en  for  indicting  them 
for  a  conspiracy. 

An  indictment  being  found  against 
them,  they  were  tigain  put  to  the 
bar  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and,  the  evi- 
dences exhibited  against  them  on 
their  former  trial  being  recapitu. 
lated,  the  jury  pronounced  them 
guilty,  and  they  were  sentenced  to 
be  punished  in  the  following  man- 
ner: Berry  and  M'Daniel  to  stand 
on  the  pillory  once  at  the  end  of 
Hatton  Garden,  in  Holborn,  and 
once  at  the  end  of  King  Street, 
in  Chcapside  ;  Salmon  and  Egan  to 
stand  once  in  the  middle  of  West 
Smith  field,  and  the  second  time  at 
the  end  of  Fetter  Lane,  in  Fleet 
Street ;  and  all  to  be  imprisoned  in 
Newgate  for  the  space  of  seven 
years,  and  upon  the  expiration  of 
that  time  not  to  be  discharged  with- 
out finding  sureties  to  be  bound  in 
the  penalties  of  a>  thousand  pounds 
each  for  their  good  behaviour  for 
the  seven  following  years. 

March  the  5th,  1756,  M^Daniel 
and  Berry  were  set  on  the  pillory 
at  the  end  of  HattoR  Garden,  and 
were  so  severely  treated  by  the  po- 
pulace that  their  lives  were  sup. 
posed  to  be  in  danger. 

Egan  and  Salmon  were  taken  to 
Smitbfield  on  Monday,  the  eighth  of 
the  same  month,  amidst  a  surprising 
concourse  of  people,  who  no  sooner 
saw  the  offenders  exposed  on  the 
pillory,  than  they  pelted  them  with 
stones,  brick-bats,  potatoes,  dead 
dogs  and  cats,  and  other  things. 
The  constables  now  interposed;  but, 
being  soon  overpowered,  the  of- 
fenders  were  IcFt  wholly   to    the 


mercy  of  an  enraged  nrob.  The 
blows  they  received  occasioned  their 
heads  to  swell  to  an  enormous  size ; 
and  by  people  hanging  to  the  skirts 
of  their  clothes  they  were  nearly 
strangled.  They  had  been  on  the 
pillory  about  half  an  hour,  when  a 
stone  striking  Egan  on  the  bead, he 
immediately  expired. 

This  roan's  fate,  however  ille- 
gally he  met  his  death,  will  caise 
but  little  sorrow ;  yet,  living  aiu 
der  wholesome  laws,  we  would  not 
see  punishment  inflicted  on  efea 
such  a  wretch  as  Egan,  except 
through  the  sentence  of  a  Court 

The  sheriffs  fearing  that,  thoald 
the  survivors  be  again  exposed  to 
the  vengeance  of  an  enraged  people, 
they  would  share  the  fate  of  their 
companion  in  iniquity,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  sentence  of  pillory 
was  on  that  account  remitted ;  but 
the  length  of  their  sentence  of  im- 
prisonment, added  to  the  great 
amount  of  the  sureties  for  their 
good  behaviour  after  the  expiration 
thereof,  might  have  been  considered 
tantamount  to  imprisonment  for 
life ;  a  fate  well  suited  to  such  mis- 
chievous, hard-hearted,  and  unre- 
lenting villains. 

They,  however,  soon  died  in 
Newgate,  thus  ridding  the  world  of 
the  bulk  of  this  terrilc  gang. 

Though  the  offences  of  the  above 
men  jwere  attended  with  tlie  most 
aggravating  circumstances  of  wil- 
ful and  premeditated  murder,  they 
were  perpetrated  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  be  cognizable  under  the 
penal  law  :  but  they  had  <  all  the 
guilt  of  blood'  to  answer  for  at 
that  high  tribunal,  where,  as  they 
had  liT^  withont  mercy,  and  died 
without  repentance,  they  could  hare 
no  hope  of  escaping  that  mostdm^r^ 
ful  punishment  denounced  agaiil^ 
those  who  violate  this  divine  com- 
mand, ^Thou  shalt  do  no  mar- 
dar.' 
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CHRISTOPHER  WOODLAND, 

CONVICTED  OF  STEALING. 


The  cases  of  the  wretched  men 
who  fell  Tictiois  to  the  horrid  plots 
of  the  thief.takers  already  meotion- 
ed  show  what  Tarietj  of  arts  had 
been  adopted  by  them  in  seeking 
the  innocent  blood  of  their  fellow- 
creatures. 

The  fate  of  Woodland  is,  how- 
eter,  deserving  of  much  less  pity 
tlum  that  of  Ktdden:  the  former 
consented  to  joMi  in  a  burglary, 
which,  though  a  trap  laid  for  him, 
proved  that  he  was  a  thief,  ready  to 
join  any  hardened  gang  of  robbers. 

They  thus  practised  upon  Wood* 
land :— Berry^  the  head  of  the  gang, 
hired  a  single  room  of  one  Mr. 
Evcness,  on  Saffron  Hill,  osteiu 
sibly  for  James  Egan,  another  of 
the  gang.  They  put  into  thb  room 
some  mean  articles  of  furniture,  and 
thus  made  the  place  suited  to  their 
purpose.  Th^  Berry,  McDonald, 
Egan,  and  Mary  Jones,  who  had 
now  become  associated  with  them, 
ordered  Blee  to  procure  a  victim, 
who  might  join  some  of  them  in 
robbing  this  room. 

Blee,  ever  the  drudge  of  the 
f^^St  pitched  upon  a  half-witted 
fellow,  the  immediate  subject  of 
tbe  present  inquiry. 

l^an,  who  had  been  a  shoe- 
maker, took  possession  of  the  room. 


and  hammered  upon  bis  lapstone ; 
not  to  mend  soles,  but  to  make 
souls  arise  from  the  bodies  of  his 
victims.  Blee  intoxicated  Wood- 
land,  and  then  proposed  what  he 
called  a  plan  to  ensure  the  road  to 
wealth.  The  sot,  delighted  with 
the  offer,  readily  joined  him  in 
breaking  into  the  shoemaker'f 
room,  where  he  was  assured  a 
large  booty  might  be  obtained. 

Woodland  committed  the  bur. 
glary,  and  was  followed  by  Blee. 
He  seized  some  bundles  of  clothes, 
placed  there  for  the  purpose,  and 
was  advised  by  hft  deceitful  com- 
panion to  offer  them  for  sale  to 
Mary  Jones.  The  gang  rushed 
into  her  apartment,  seized  Wood- 
land, but  permitted  Blee  to  escape. 
They  took  him  before  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  swore  to  the  burglary, 
and  consequently  he  was  committed 
to  Newgate. 

As  no  other  offence  appeared 
against  him,  and  from  his  not  ap- 
pearing an  old  offender,  the  capital 
part  of  the  indictment,  the  bur- 
glary, was  not  pressed  ;  and  he  was 
found  guilty  alone  of  stealing. 

He  was  consequently  sentenced 
to  transportation  only,  and  sent  to 
America. 


BLI  GONZALEZ,  jlm  JOHN  SYMMONDS,  auj$  SPANISH 

JACK, 

EXECOTED  FOR  STEALING  A  SILTER  TANKARD.         ' 


Gonzalez  was  descended  of  re- 
putable parents  residing  at  A licant, 
in  Spain,who  were  exceedingly  care- 
ful of  his  education,  intending  him 
for  holy  orders ;  but  all  their  hopes 
in  him  were  disappointed,  for  he 
absconded  from  school,  and  entered 
on  board  a  man  of  war.  Having 
remained  some  yean  in  this  station, 


he  engaged  oft  board  a  ship  of  war 
belonging  to  England,  and  sailed 
up  the  Levant. 

After  staying  some  time  at  Alex- 
andria, Smyrna,  and  other  places, 
the  ship  put  into  Gibraltar,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  up ;  in  con* 
sequence  of  which  he  entered  on 
board  a  Dutch  tcsscI.    He  served 
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in  se?eral  Engtisb  prWatcers  duriog 
the  war ;  and,  when  peace  was  re- 
stored, joined  one  of  the  gangs  of 
smugglers  (hat  infested  the  coast  of 
'Kent  and  Sussex. 

His  connexions  among  the  Eng. 
lish  induced  him  to  change  his  name 
to  Johii  Symmonds,  by  which  ap. 
'pellatibn  we  shall  hereafter  distin. 
guisb  him. 

Having  acquired  a  sum  of  money, 
he  repaired  to  London,  and  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  a  number  of 
people  of  both  sexes,  of  the  most 
wicked  and  abandoned  characters. 

HaTing  spent  his  money  in  scenes 
'of  riot  and  intoxication,  he  ob- 
tained  credit  for  divers  small  dums 
from  different  people,  whom  he 
•amused  by  assuring  them  that  he 
Vas  entitled  to  prize-money,  on  the 
receipt  of  which  he  would  pay 
them. 

His  creditors  "becoming  im porta. 
Date  for  their  money,  he  formed 
the  resolution  of  going  again  to  sea ; 
but,  not  being  able  to  enter  into 
such  advantageous  engagements  as 
he  expected,  he  became  acquainted 
Vith  an  infamous  gang  of  robbers, 
'and  joined  in  their  iniqnitoas  prac« 
tices.  They  committed  a  variety 
<of  robberies  in  the  fields  near  Step, 
ney ;  but  none  of  them  were  at. 
tended  with  circumstances  suffi- 
ciently remarkable  for  redta). 

As  Symmonds  was  passing  along 

Rag  Fair,  be  was  seized  by  a  per* 

a^nwhom  he,  in  conjuncUoo  with 

other  villains,  had  robbed  the  pie^ 

ceding  eveiusg.    This  event  oc^a. 

jiioned  him  to  reflect  on  his  danger- 

•o«B  situation ;  and  judging  that,  if 

he  continued  his  illegal  courses,  he 

detection,  he 

information 

s. 

his  design  to 

npanled    him 

s  one  evening 

were  drink- 


ing,  when  Mandevile,  Holmes,  «nd 
Newton,  were  taken  into  custody; 
but  two  others  of  the  gang  escaped 
through  a  window.  Mandevile, 
Holmes,  and  Newtoo,  were  eon- 
Yicted  on  the  evidence  of  Sjm- 
monds,  and  executed  in  October, 
1751,  at  Tyburn. 

For  the  ap  prehension  of  th6  three 
malefactors  above  mentioned  the 
thief-takers  deceived  a  reward  ef 
four  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 
of  which  they  allowed  the  evidence 
only  ten  pounds:  and,  by  Tarknis 
-contrivances,  they  kept  him  iftcvs. 
tody  tiH  he  had  expended  all  but 
thirty  shillings  of  that  sum.  They 
imagined  that  they  might  obtain 
further  emolument  through  his 
means ;  and  therefore  endeavored 
to  keep  him  in  a  state  of  poverty, 
that  he  might  be  the  more  readily 
induced  to  return  to  his  former 
practices,  expecting  that  he  wonM 
betray  Ms  new  accomplices  into  the 
fate  suffered  by  Mandevile,  Holmes, 
and  Newton. 

Symmonds  had  for  some  time 
li?ed  on  terms  of  great  intimacy 
with  Anthony  and  Emanael  JD^ 
Rosa,  the  murderers  ef  Mr.  Fav- 
gues,  the  particulars  of  whose  un- 
fortunate death  we  have  already  re. 
corded.  Having  engaged  to  go 
on  the  highway  with  Disceat  awl 
Branch  (executed  for  the  raarder  of 
Mr.  Brown),  they  called  at  Ms 
lodgings ;  but  the  girl  with  whom 
he  cohabited  dissuaded  him  from 
accompanying  them.  Upon  seeing 
the  watch  and  other  property  stolen 
from  Mr.  Brown,  he  regretted  his 
yielding  to  the  persuasions  of  the 
girl,  and  upbraided  her  as  the  cause 
of  his  losing  a  share  of  so  valuable  a 
booty. 

The  many  robberies  he  had  com- 
mitted  in  London,  and  its  adjacefi- 
cies,  having  rendered  trim  so  notd. 
rious  that  he  thought  himsMf  fti 
great  danger  of  being  apprehended, 
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bedetemlfiod  tofafatothecomitri 
trj.  Haviftg  tmrelWd  to  RocWs- 
tar,  b^foriied4Ui  MqvBtatance  witli 
m  felkMT  named  Snith^  trho  was 
psblidy  kt»oira  to  liT«  by  fek)Qtoai 
pnwtioes. 

Sjnaioii^  and  Smitli  went  to  a 
public  bouse  in  Rochester,  and, 
wbile  ^kej  were  drinking  eome 
poBoh^  found  an  opportanlty  of 
COBcealing  a  silver  tankard,  which 
tiwy  carried  otf  anpercetred.  On 
Iho  following  day  they  were  appre^ 
bonded,  and  committed  to  Maid, 
•lone  gaol ;  Symmonds  to  be  tried 
far  9tealtiig  tbe  tankard,  and  Saith 
to  appear  ar  eridenee  for  the 
erowa. 

While  Syninionds  was  under  sea. 
tottce  of  death  he  acknowledged 
that,  till  he  was  conTlaced  the  term 
of  hh  lifb  was  nearly  expired,  he 
bad  out  reflected  on  the  most  im* 
portent  consequences  that  would 
result  from  his  iniquitous  proceed* 
ings ;  and  that,  if  he  had  escaped 
conviction,  he  should  "have  returned 
to  his  usual  practices.  He  appeared 
to  repent  of  his  former  wickedness 
wick  nnfelgned  sincerity,  and  ex- 
pressed hopesof  forgiveness  through 
the  merits  of  his  Lord  and  Saviour 
/esns  dirist* 

From  the  prison  to  the  place  of 
cxecutfoB  he  was  seriously  em. 
ployvd  in  prayer,  and  when  under 
Hie  gallows  he  warned  the  people  to 
gvani against  followrng  such  courses 
as  produced  his  destrnctlon.  After 
time  spent  in  devout  prayer 


with  a  reverend  divine,  the  execu- 
tioner pat  inforeethesentenoe  ef 
the  law,  lit  Maidfttene,  on  the  19th 
of  April,  17M. 

The  case  of  this  offender  should 
eonvlnce  ns  that  nnhapi^  eoose- 
quenoes  will  arise  from  the  Indulge 
erree  of  vicious  dispoHtloos,  aiid 
that  habits  of  viee  are  not  to  be 
eradicated  but  with  dlffioulty. 

Symmonds  was  fearful  of  being 
apprehended ;  but  yet  he  could  not 
collect  sufficient  resolution  to  abasK; 
don  a  way  of  life  attended  by  con. 
tinnal  danger  and  anxiety,  al« 
though  be  was  conscious  that  the 
wages  of  honest  labour  would  have 
.been  equal  to  the  gratification  of 
every  reasonable  desire* 

Intemperance  too  frequently  leads 
to  crimes  of  greater  enormity* 
Those  who  do  not  abhor  the  com- 
pany of  people  abandoned  In  prin^ 
olple  are  in  Imminevit  danger  of 
being  seduced  to  copy  their  exam* 
pie ;  for,  by  familiarizing  ourselves 
to  scenes  of  dissipation  and  infamy, 
they  will  gradually  become  less  dis- 
gusting ;  and  such  Is  the  frmlty  of 
human  nature,  that,  when  we  so 
affront  the  dignity  of  virtue  as  to 
look  upon  vice  with  Indifference,  we 
sink  into  the  latter  by  an  easy  tran. 
sition ;  while  our  endeavours  to 
soar  towards  the  former  are  but 
feebly  exerted,  and  are  repressed 
by  such  obstructions  as  cannot  be 
surmounted  but  by  uncommon  of. 
forts  of  resolution. 


LIEUTENANT  JOHN  LANDER, 

BXSCUTEO  ^OE  MURDSR. 


Soiasvof  the  yoaihs  designed  for 
.Ibe  mnmf^  tbe  Instant  they  mount 
Urn  eookade,  are  vam  enough  to 
imagiBe  that  their.comii^ssson  gives 
Ibea  tbe  ascendem^^  over  cii4l 
men  ;  in  short,  that  scarlet  makes 
tbeaui  superior  kind  of  beiogsi  and. 


thus  self.suftcient,  they  msume  an 
hauteuvy  which,  instead  of  ^^ing 
Ihem  that  importance  they  would 
ettain,  serves  only  to  render  ibem 
objects  of  contbflif  t.  If,  in  the 
•peesent  day,  such  mistaken  sobal* 
terns  may  be  fecund,  we  onn  ^ly 
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assure  them  that  modestjr  of  beha- 
viour and  diffidence  alone  will  make 
them  respected  by  the  peaceful  in- 
habitants of  the  town  where  thej 
may  be  quartered. 

John  Lander  was  a  lieuienant  in 
the  garrison  of  Chatham,  ami,  hay- 
ing just  receiyed  a  month's  pay, 
agreed  with  another  officer,  wild 
and  unthinking  as  himself,  to  set 
off  to  London. 

For  this  purpose  they  hired  a 
post-chaise,  and  ordered  the  post- 
boy to  driye  at  full  speed,  or  they 
would  run  him  through  the  body* 
The  boy,  thus  intimidated,  whipped 
the  poor  horses,  the  first  stage,  un- 
til he  broke  their  wind,  which' 
proTed  infinite  sport  to  the  inhu- 
man fellows  whom  they  dragged 
after  them.    . 

At  Dartford  they  changed  horses, 
and  no  sooner  were  they  clear  of 
the  town  than  they  repeated  the 


word  of  command  to  the  fresh  bo/f 
who  accordingly  urged  the  poor 
horses  to  their  speed.  At  the  foot 
of  Shooter's  Hill  he  slackeaed  bis 
pace,  when  they  vociferated  to  him 
to  drive  at  the  same  rate  as  before. 
On  his  answering  the  horses  coold 
not  gallop  up  the  hill,  they  jumped 
out  of  the  chaise,  and  one  of  the  de- 
graded officers  knocked  the  poor 
boy  down,  when  Lander,  drawing 
his  sword,  ran  him  through  the 
body  with  such  force,  that  it  ac- 
tually pinioned  him  to  the  ground* 
This  ungoyernable  and  base  trans- 
action of  course  impeded  titetr 
journey.  Instead  of  refelling  in 
London,  they  wbre  sent  to  Roches- 
ter gaol,  and  brought  to  trial,  when 
Lander  was  found  guilty  of  wilful 
murder ;  and  at  Pennenden  Heath, 
in  Rent,  on  the  16th  of  Asgiist^ 
1756,  underwent  the  sentence  of 
the  law. 


WILLIAM  CANNICOTT, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDER. 


William  Cannicott  was  about 
forty  years  of  age,  and  had  been  a 
livery  seryant  from  a  youth,  though 
his  parents,  who  were  substantial 
people,  would  fain  hare  had  him 
learn  a  trade. 

When  he  was  about  twenty  .years 
old  he  married  Dorothy  Tamlyn, 
a  woman  near  forty  years  of  age, 
with  whom  he  had  lived  feIlow.ser- 
Tant;  and  soon  after  he  set  her 
up  in  a  little  haberdasher's  shop,  in 
Boswell  Court.  This  shop  she  kept 
near  ten  years,  and  Cannicott, 
being  then  servant  to  the  late  Ad. 
miral  Matthews,  took  a  house  for 
her  in  Hast  Street,  and  furnished  It 
to  be  let  out  in  lodgings. 

Till  within  the  last  three  years  of 
their  lives  he  said  they  lived  peace- 
ably, if  not  happily,  together;  but 
it  then  happened,  that,  in  his  ab» 
sencc,  and  without  his  knowledge, 


she  sold  two  suitsof  his  best  clothes, 
though  she  had  no  reasonable  pre- 
tence or  provocation  ;  for  he  con- 
stantly gave  her  all  his  money,  and 
she  received,  without  any  account, 
the  profits  that  arose  from  the  house. 
Cannicott  was  naturally  passionate, 
and,  coming  In  haste  one  day  to 
put  on  a  suit  of  these  clothes  upon 
a  particular  occasion,  ho  was  so  ex- 
asperated to  find  they  had  been  sold 
by  his  wife,  that  he  swore  he  would 
never  come  home  to  her  any  more. 
It  is  probable  that  this  incident 
only  gave  colour  to  break  a  con- 
nexion which  he  had  no  Inclination 
to  continue  ;  for  he  kept  the  reso- 
lution which  he  had  declared  in  his 
passion,  after  that  passion  had  sub* 
sided ;  and  when  he  was  next  out  - 
of  place,  which  happened  soon 
afterwards,  he  took  himself  a  lodg- 
ing in  a  dijitant  part  of  the  town^ 
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instcftd  of  going  hoaM  to  his  wife, 
thoagh  be  stilt  continue4  to  giye 
her  his  money. 

In  this  nevr  neighborhood  he  was 
of  coarse  considered  as  a  single 
imn ;  a  mistake  that  he  was  rather 
desirous  to  coantenance  than  cor- 
rect, because  he  knew  that,  as  a 
single  man,  he  was  more  likely  to 
get  into  place  than  as  married  ;  and, 
indeed,  he  was  soon  after  hired  to 
a  gentleman  in  Carendish  Square, 
who  declared  that  he  would  not 
hire  a  married  man  ;  so  that  he  was 
Jrom  that  dme  under  a  kind  of  ne« 
cessitjr.to  deny  that  he  had  a  wife. 
After  the  first  deflation  from  truth 
a  man  b  almost  necessarily,  though 
insensibly,  led  to  deflate  farther 
and  farther  from  the  straight  path  at 
.e?ery  step.  As  the  women  were 
less  upon  their  guard  against  him, 
Jie  was  encouraged  to  indulge  him- 
self in  the  pleasure  of  such  addresses 
as  would  nof  otherwise  hare  been 
permitted;  and  thus  engagements 
are  often  brought  on  which  were 
Deyer  formally  designed,  and  con- 
neaions  are  gradually  strengthened 
merely  because  the  difficulty  of 
breaking  them  gradually  increases. 
Among  Cannicott's  fellow-ser? ants 
there  was  a  young  woman  that 
waited  upon  his  master's  daughter, 
.to  whom  he  found  a  secret  pleasure 
ia  recommending  himself  by  many 
jittio  acts  of  kindness,  with  which  he 
saw  she.  was  pleased,  and  which  he 
therefore  repeated  with  greater  as- 
siduity and  delight,  though  he  de» 
dares  he  had  then  no  design  to  se-, 
.d4ioe  her,  either  as  a  mistress  or  a 
wife ;  yet  his  regard  for  her  grew 
every  day  more  tender,  as  he  be- 
came more  acquainted  with  her.  He 
loved  her,  he  says,  not  only  for 
hor  penoo,  but  for  her  mind,  which 
was.  continually  Improfed  by  the 
free  conversation  of  her  amiable 
lady.  .  Still,  however,  he  avoided 
pi^ry  thing  that  had  a  direct  tend* 


'Oncy  to  make  him  be  regarded  as  a 
ioYer  ;  but  there  happened  two  in- 
cidents, which,  joining  with  his  in. 
clinations,  and  thi^  facility  with 
which  he  saw  it  might  be  gratified, 
oferboro  all  his  resolutions.  As 
I^fe  ia  always  vigilant  and  suspl. 
clous,  he  discovered  that  his  master 
had  a  design  upon  her  Tirtne,  and 
that  at  the  same  time  she  was  ad- 
dressed by  a  young  man,  who  would 
have  married  her,  and  whom  he 
thought  she  would  consent  to  marry 
if  he  did  not  profit  of  the  influence 
he  had  over  her  by  soliciting  her  for 
himself.  In  this  situation  he  deter- 
mined to  gain  her  if  It  was  possible, 
let  the  consequence  be  what  it 
would.  From  this  time  his  court- 
ship commenced,  and  the  girl,  sin- 
cerely betiefing  he  had  no  other 
connesion,  consented  to  have  him. 
When  this  was  agreed  he  resolved 
to  leave  his  place,  because  the  girl 
would  not  consc;it  to  conceal  her 
marriage  from  her  lady,  nor  would 
her  lady  part  with  her  upon  that 
account;  and  because  his  master 
would  notwithstanding  think  it  a 
sufficient  reason  to  part  with  him. 
In  pursuance  of  this  scheme  he 
hired  hlrosdf  to  the  Earl  of  Damley, 
and  on  the  third  of  June,  1754,  he 
married  his  new  wife  at  Maryle- 
bone  chapel. 

He  went  into  Lord  Darnley's  place 
the  same  day^  and  his  wife  continued 
in  hcr's  a  twelvemonth  after  their 
marriage,  and  might  have  continued 
there  if  her  master  had  not  pur- 
sued his  design  with  more  importu- 
nity than  before,  notwithstanding 
the  declaration  of  her  marriage, 
which,  upon  that  account,  as  well 
as  others,  she  had  determined  to 
make  as  soon  as  it  should  have 
taken  place.  As  these  solicitations 
made  her  very  uneasy,  she  com- 
plained of  them  to  her  husband, 
and  be  adfised  her  to  give  warning. 
She  immediately  followed  bis  coun. 
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•e],  but  st(ud  fife  monihft  longer  to 
oblige  her  lady,  who  wm  Tery  der 
sirons  she  should  go  wUh  her  t^ 
Bath.  When  they  caoae  backi  and 
her  roaster  found  (hat  she  was  da. 
tennined  io  go,  and  that  aaother 
maid  had  been  eagaged  iniicr  stead, 
he  was  so  enraged  at  his  disappoint- 
ment that  h€  would  scarce  suffer 
her  to  stay  long  anough  in  the  house 
to  put  her  clothes  together.  When 
she  was  come  away  Caontcott  hired 
a  lodgiag  for  her  as  near  him  as  he 
couldj  that  he  might  apend  every 
leisure  minute  in  her  aompany; 
and  he  peroeiTed,  he  said,  with 
unspeakable  pleasure,  an  excessive 
fondness  io  her,  which  increased  his 
own;  and  he  believed  it  was  inw 
possible  for  any  two  persons  to  be 
more  happy  in  each  other  than  they 
werct  except  wheo  his  fears  antici*- 
pated  her  discovery  of  his  former 
marriage. 

This  event,  so  much  dreaded, 
and  $o  carefidly  guarded  against, 
in  a  short  tine  put  an  end  to  their 
felicity,  and  made  the  wife,  who 
was  deserted,  yet  more  wretched 
than  before.  Such  is  the  constant 
aiid  the  known  effect  of  that  offici- 
ous malignity,  which  is  curious  io 
discoTcr,  and  zealous  to  publish, 
broaches  of  the  matrimonial  con* 
tract;  and  it  is  still  suffered,  by  a 
^common  confederacy  in  tiie  gtiit, 
ito  eaeape  not  only  iafamy,  but  ceo*, 
aare,  under  the  mask  of  integrity 
and  friendship. 

One  Hobson,  a  coachman  in  Lord 
Darnley's  family,  knew  Cannicott 
wheo  he  lived  in  another  place,  and 
iLnew  also  his  first  wife.  It  hap»i 
fened  that  the  wife  of  tlvi  Uobson 
Jbad  become  acquainted  with  some 
person  in  the  house  where  Canaicott 
Md  taken  lodgings  for  his  second 
wile,  and  thus  discovered  the  secret. 
His  second  wife,  however,  ahe  did 
not  know  where  to  find,  for  she 
had  removed  into  the  coantrjr  when 


Camvicott  weat  out  of  town  wlds  fab 
lord,  and  was  not  yet  returned  ; 
but  word  was  immediately  eent  to 
his  first  wife,  and  she  took  arer^r 
portunity  to  haunt  and  repreaca 
her  husband   with   hi^  new   con- 
nexion.    This,  he  said,  made  him 
extremely  wretched,  oot  only  be- 
cause it  was  irksome  in  itself,  bat 
because  it  kept  him  in  contiouai 
dread  and  solicitude,  lest  they  ahovld 
find  out  his  favorite,  and  interrupt 
her  peace,  as  they  had  intemrpted 
his.     As  his  fears  increased,  so  did 
his  caution :  he  took  aaother  lodg* 
ing  for  his  young  wife,  whom  he 
called   Nanny,    at  a  considerable 
distance,  and  required  her  nerer  ta 
call,  on  any  pretence,  where  she 
had  lodged  before.     With  this  re- 
quest, he  said,  she  cheerfully  com- 
plied, without  knowing  or  inquirina 
why  it  was  made ;  but  her  ohl  lan£ 
lady,  oace  meeting  her  by  chance, 
dodged  her  home,  and  immedlaldy 
acquainted  Hobeon  and  his  wife 
where  she  lodged,  wlia  with  great 
expedition  sent  Mrs.  Caonicott  to 
acquaint    her  with  her  situation. 
Here  was  an  end  to  all  the  stolen 
lelictty  at  once:    Nannv,  at  the 
next  interview,   reproached  him; 
but  she  reproached  him,  he  said, 
with  such  tenderness  as  showed  le^ 
aager  than  love«    She  was  over- 
whelmed with  grief,  and,  as  oftea 
as  she  could  find  words,  she  en- 
treated that  he  wonld  never  attempt 
to  see  her  more,  but  leave  her  tb 
atruggle  alone  with  her  misfortunetf, 
and  endeavour  to  get  Into  another 
place.     He  could  not  consent  to 
leave  her,  but  be  promised  to  pro- 
cure her  a  place.    This,  indeed,  he 
attempted,    but  without  success; 
for  it  was  necessary  to  refer  to  her 
last  master  for  a  character,  and  he, 
besides  telling  that  she  was  married, 
suggested  several  faults  that  might 
caetconl  the  trae  reason  why  she  left 
the  place.    She  then  urged  him  te 
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Iwt  bet  go  abroad ;  but  (hit  he  op. 
poaed  with  the  ntnost  Tchenenee, 
and  deckmxl  that  he  would  destroy 
bbntelf  if  she  atte«p(«d  it 

She  bad  twice  resioTed  her  ledg*- 
Mft,  and  was  still  followed  by 
Mrs.  Caiinioott)  who  aequaiotod 
tlM  neighborlMod  with  her  story. 
NaiHiy^  therefore,  would  not  suffer 
Catinioott  io  ? isit  her  in  her  lodg. 
logs,  where  it  was  known  she  could 
wot  be  his  lawful  wife ;  jmd,  though 
1m  persuaded  her  sometimes  to  meet 
hkm  early  in  the  momlngy  yet,  as 
it  was  chiefly  in  the  street,  that 
Afforded  him  no  pleasure. 

Hobson  and  his  wifs  in  the  meart 
tiine  fomented  the  difference  be. 
tweeK  Cannicott  and  his  first  wife, 
telting  her  that  he  had  reeeired  his 
wages,  and  urging  her  to  solicit 
him  for  more  money.  This  she 
did,  with  threats  of  prosecution  if 
lie  refused,  saying  that  she  couhl 
and  would  hang  him  for  ha?iog  two 
wlTes. 

As  he  belieTcd  this  to  be  in  her 
power,  he  restrained  his  arersion, 
for  fear  she  should  ekecute  it ;  and 
therefore  appointed  to  meet  her  on 
Thursday  erening  at  the  Red  Lion, 
hi  Berkeley  Square,  to  take  a  little 
wnlk.  He  declares  that  in  making 
tMs  appointment  he  had  no  design 
upon  her  life,  but  that  being  obliged 
to  put  up  at  a  public  house  near 
Tottenham  Court,  by  a  sudden 
storm  of  thunder  and  ram,  she 
asked  him  for  money,  which  he 
refusing  to  give  her,  she  had  re* 
course  first  to  expostulation,  then 
reproach,  and  then  threatening, 
wMch  thVew  him  into  a  dreadful 
rage,  in  the  midst  of  which  he 
broke  away  from  her,  and  she  fol* 
lowed  him.  That  as  they  were 
going  down  stairs  he  saw  a  cord 
hang  oter  the  banisters,  upon 
which  he  conccired  a  design  to  use 
it  as  an  instrument  to  murder  her, 
uad  therslore  snatched  It  up  and 


put  it  into  his  pocket.  Wheaiberi 
got  out  of  the  house  they  weni 
towards  hone,  though  the  sAorns 
increased,  and  it  thundered  aail 
lightened  rery  much*  Her  passion 
had  probably  abated  while  Iris  waa 
at  the  height^  as  it  often*  happens 
that  the  miad  relents  immediateljc 
after  expressioas  of  too  keen  re^ 
prosch,  which  render  a  recondiia* 
tioik  on  the  other  side  for  a  time 
inpossiblew  This  appears  to  hasa 
been  the  case  here ;  for  she  twfoa 
desired  him  to  let  down  bis  haf^ 
that  the  lightatng  might  not  hart 
his  eyes:  this  he  refased  the  first 
time,  but  the  last  tisM  seemed  to- 
consent,  and,  bidding  her  go  on^ 
took  that  opportunity  not  to  fiap 
his  hat,  but  to  prepare  the  cord 
lor  the  murder ;  and  it  is  surely  m 
horrid  aggraration  of  his  guilt  that 
he  made  the  foice  of  kindness  a 
signal  to  silence  it  for  ever;  aB4 
prepared  to  perpetrate  the  greatest 
injury  against  his  wife  while  bo 
seemed  to  be  profiting  by  her  soli- 
citude to  do  him  good.  When  ha^ 
had  formed  the  cord  to  his  purpose,, 
having  tied  a  noose  in  one  and,  and 
passed  the  other  ead  through  it,  lia 
walked  after  her,  and,  coming  ba*^ 
hind  her,  threw  it  over  her  heid^ 
and  drew  it  tight  She  imssedi- 
ately  seised  rt  with  her  haadsj  aaA 
struggled  so  hard  that  the  ooffd- 
broke,  and  he  feared  she  .would 
overpower  him.  He  then  thouglit 
of  his  scissors,  and,  drawing  tlmi. 
from  the  sheath,  he  thrast  them 
many  times  into  her  throat  and 
body ;  upon  which  lier  grasp  re4 
laxed,  and  she  soon  expired*  j 

As  soon  as  he  saw  she  was  dead: 
his  passioo  subsided  ia  a  mosseatf 
and  he  was  so  struck  with  the  hot« 
ror  of  what  he^had  doae,  that  ha 
ftU  down  in  a  swoon,  though  he 
cannot  tell  how  long  he  coatiaacd 
in  it:  when  he  cane  to  Iwmself  be 
began  to  think  how  he  might  con* 
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cealtbefact;  he  stripped  her,  and 
scattered  her  clothes,  which  he  cut 
to  pieces,  in  different  places  as  he 
went  along. 

About  ten  o'clock  he  got  home 
eztremeljr  wet,  and,  immecUately  re- 
tiring to  the  place  where  he  cleaned 
his  glasses,  he  washed  the  blood 
from  the  ruffles  and  sleetes  of  his 
shirt,  and,  putting  it  into  the  foul 
clothes'  bag,  went  io  bed«  The 
next  morning,  his  lordship  being 
out  of  town,  he  went  ont  and 
bought  a  new  pair  of  scissors,  hat- 
ing left  the  others  in  the  field  near 
the  body ;  and  he  sold  the  ring  and 
buckles,  which  he  brought  awaj : 
he  did  not  return  home  till  night, 
and  was  then  told  by  hb  fellow, 
servants  that  Justice  Fielding  had 
sent  for  him  upon  a  suspicion  of 
murder,    and   adfised,  if  he   was 


guilty,  not  to  come  in  ;  but  heja. 
sisted  upon. his  innocence, and»  triien 
Mr.  Welch  came  soon  after,  he  was 
denied.  Next  morning,  bowerte, 
he  went  with  th^  butler  to  Mr. 
Barnes,  the  high-constable,  in  order* 
as  he  said,  to  clear  himself. 
.  He  was  examined  by  the  jastioGs, 
and,  though  many  circumstances  ap* 
peared  against  him,  yet  the  first  day 
he  confessed  nothing ;  but  the  next 
day,  finding  that  they  had  fowid 
out  his  second  wife,  and  confined 
her  upon  suspicion  that  sbe  had 
been  accessory  to  the  fact^  he  im- 
mediately accused  himself,  that  she 
might  be  discharged;  and,  ha?ing 
fully  disclosed  the  whole  affair,  he 
pleaded  guilty  at  his  trial,  and  died 
with  great  penitence  and  res^na. 
tion  at  .Tyburn,  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1756. 


THE  REVEREND  JOHN  GRIERSON  AND   THE  REVEREND 
MR.  WILKINSON, 

TRANSPOETED  FOU  UNLAWFULLY  PBRFORMlllG  1UE  MARRIAGE 
CERBMOKY* 

person  who  solemnized  it,  if  he  law* 
fully  exercises  any  ministerial  fiMic 
tion  within  the  isle,  shall  be  trans* 
ported  for  fourteen  years  ;  and,  If 
he  be  a  foreigner  or  a  stranger,  and 
not  of  the  ministry  of  the  Mle,'lie 
is  to  be  exposed,  with  his  ears  nailed 
to  the  pillory,  on  the  next  coort  of 
general  gaol  dejirery  after  convic- 
tion, from  twelve  to  one  o'clcKsk  ; 
and  his  ears  are  to  be  cut  off,  and 
he  be  turned  into  prison,  until  it 
shall  be  thought  fit  to  release  hinr, 
on  his  paying  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds*' 
Notwithstanding  the  severe  pe- 
nalties for  offences  against  this  Jaw, 
priests  were  found  hardy  enough, 
under  a  little  better  bribe,  to  con. 
tinue  tacking  couples  together  with 
as  little  ceremony  as  4iorses  are 
yoked  to  the  plough  ;  in  fact,  one 
ceremony  was  just  as  honest  as  th« 
other,  and  equally  binding  upoa 


A  RIGHT  had  long  been  exercised 
by  the  clergy,  in  solemnizing  mar- 
riage, without  any  previous  cere, 
mony,  in  certain  places  claiming 
privilege  for  that  purpose. 

Thb  exclusive  kind  of  spiritual 
monopoly  was  pursued  with  much 
eagerness  by  the  lower  order  of  the 
clergy,  who  carried  on  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  a  marriage^making 
tradcj  to  the  destruction  of  many 
thousands  of  tlie  younger  part  of 
society,  until  Parliament  inter- 
fered, and  a  law  was  passed,  which 
enacted, 

^That,  if  a  marriage  should  be 
solemnized  in  any  other  place  within 
the  isle,  or  dominion  thereof,  than 
in  a  church,  unless*  by  special  li- 
cense, or  without  having  bans 
published,  or  license  obtained  from 
some  penon  properly  authorized, 
the  marriage  shall  be  void  ;  and  the 
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Mie  lady  to  ^  loT6|  honour,   aod 

The  afftricioua  fellow  before  us, 
John  Grienon  (for  the  bishop  soon 
stripped  him  of  his  gown,)  had  thus 
ille^y,  that  is,  after  passing  the 
act  abofe  qaoted,  pretended  to 
marry  upwaitis  of  fourteen  hundred 
coaple!  whose  offspring,  conse* 
qventlj,  were  illegitimate;  thus 
entailing  misery  on  the  parents,  and 
disinheriting  the  children. 

Grierson  was  only  the  deputy 
parson  of  the  Savoy.  The  Re- 
verend  Mr,  Wilkinson  was  the 
principal,  who  winked  at^  and 
sluued|  the  unlawful  spoil. 


When  Grierson  was  apprehended 
Wilkinson,  for  a  while,  consulted 
his  safety  in  flight.  After  the  con* 
fiction  and  transportation  of  his 
curate  he  again  appeared,  under  a 
confidence  that  he  could  not  be  im. 
plicated,  not  ha?ing  himself  per- 
formed the  mock  ceremony.  But 
the  law  taught  this  unworthy  di. 
▼ine  that  an  accessory  is  equally 
guilty  with  the  priocipal ;  and  sent 
him  after  his  brother  in  iniquity,  to 
preach  to  the  convicts  and  savages 
in  America. 

They  wpre  both  shipped  off  to 
the  plantations  in  the  yeai^lTdG. 


Page  duped  at  a  Masquerade, 

WILLIAM  PAGE, 

BXBCUTED  FOR  HIGHWAY  ROBBERY. 


WiLLFAMT  Page  was  the  son  of 
a  farmer  at  Hampton,  and,  being  a 
boy  of  promising  parts,  was  sent 
to  London  to  the  care  of  his  cousin, 

VOL.  IT. 


who  was  a  haberdasher,  ahd  who 
engaged  to  see  him  educated. 

His  ktqsman  sent  him  to  school, 
where  he  soon  distinguished  himself 
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Bejood  bit,  astociatos,  not  ortly  in 
dezteritj  at  8U(^  gamei  ai  children 
amote  themseWeft  with,  but  in  all 
Ibe  little  arts  of  defraud ;  so  that 
biff  schoolfellows  were  afraid  to  en- 
gage with  one  who  possessed  such 
superiority  of  address  and  manage- 
ment. 

A  few  particulars  In  the  early 
part  of  Page's  life  we  now  recite, 
on  account  of  their  singularity: 
not  that  we  would  have  any  atten. 
tlon  paid  to  the  old  proferb,  wbicb 
says  that  ^  be  that  is  bom  to  be 
hanged  wiH  defer  be  drowned.' 

During  the  liard  frost,  in  the 
winter  of  1739,  Page  was  sliding 
with  other  boys  on  the  canal  in  St* 
James's  Park>  when  the  ice  broke 
under  him,  and  be  sunk  i  and  the 
ice  immediately  closing  of  er  him,  he 
must  have  perished ;  but  just  at  this 
juncture  the  Ice  again  broke  with 
another  boy  near  him,  and  Page 
rose  precisely  fit  the  vacancy  made 
by  the  latter,  who  was  drowned ; 
but  Page  was  saved. 

In  the  summer  following  this 
singular  escape  Page  was  trying 
to  swim  with  corks  in  the  Thames, 
when  they  slipped  from  under  his 
arms,  and  he  sunk;  but  a  wat^r- 
ndan  got  him  up,  add  he  soon  re- 
covered. 

^  Going  up  the  river  on  a  party 
of  pleasure,  about  five  years  after- 
wards, with  several  other  young 
fellows,  the  boat  overset  with  them 
in  Chelsea  Reach,  and  every  one  in 
the  boat  was  drowned  except  Page. 

.  On  a  voyage  to  Scotland,  aboub 
eighteen  mpnths  after  this  escape, 
the  ship  in  which  he  sailed  foun- 
dered in  Yarmouth  Road,  an^  most 
of  the  people  on  board  perished ; 
but  another  vessel,  observing  their 
distress,  sent  out  a  long-boat,  by 
thcr  help  of  which  Page  and  a  few 
others  saved  their  lives. 

His  relation,    the  haberdasher, 

employed  him  in  bb  shop,  but  he 


greatly  aeglected  bis  bnsidesa  to 
attend  the  arts  of  dress.  He  wae 
such  a  cbusuuHbatecoxcomb^  that  he 
was  perpetually  emplojring  tailors 
to  alter  his  clothes  to  any  ne# 
fashion  he  had  seen.  This  being 
observed  by  his  kinsman,  he  di- 
i^ted  the  tailors  ia  the  noighbDr* 
heed  net  to  receive  his  orders. 
Thes  disappointed,  onr  hero  pro-  < 
cured  a  dark  lantern,  which  be  se- 
creted under  his  bed;  and,  whelk 
all  the  family  were  asleep,  he  used 
to  alter  his  clothes  to  make  then 
resemble  the  fashions  then  pre- 
vailing. 

His  relation  obscrvbg  this  bia 
strong  propensity  to  be  a  coxcomb, 
abridged  him  of  those  pecuniary 
allowance^  he  had  hitberto  granted 
him,  which  tempted  Pag^  to  rob 
the  till ;  and  the  first  ofi<toce  %e 
committed  of  this  kind  waS' to  dis-- 
charge  a  pretended  debt,  for  which 
a  woman  with  whom  he  was  ac- 
quainted had  been  arrested  by  a 
fellow  who  was  connected  with  her* 

This  robbery  was  not  discovered 
for  some  days ;  and,  when  it  was^ 
all  the  servants  were  taxed  with  it^ 
but  Page  was  least  suspected  ;luiid^ 
on  his  steady  denial  of  it,  the  mat- 
ter was  suflTered  to  rest  for  the 
present,  though  the  money  mcniiig 
was  above  fifteen  pounds.  -The 
kinsman,  however,  with  a  vlei^to 
discover  the  thief,  marked  sefeiral 
guineas,  which  he  put  into  the  till ; 
and  they  were  soon  afterwards 
taken  out  by  Pi^e.  The  money 
being  missed,  the  roaster  went  to 
the  chamber  of  ,each  servant  at 
night,  and  at  length  found  it  in 
Page's  pocket ;  the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  he  was  turned  out 
of  the  house  immediately. 

Thus  distressed,  he  repaired  to 
bis  female  acquaintance,  who  seed- 
ed ready  to  receive  him  with  ca- 
resses ;  but;  understanding  what  bad 
happened,  she  ctused  her  bullies  to 
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4rtT6  kim  from  the  hoaie,  •zclaim- 
iog  that  *  it  was  no  receptacle  for 
thisTes;  and  that  she  would  not 
run  the  risk  of  hayinfg  her  lodgings 
*»earched  for  sach  a  wretch.'* 
-  Thas  repolsed,  where  he  had  the 
greatest  eipoctatiea  of  shelter  and 
protection,  he  wandered  the  streets 
for  aome  hoors,  irresolute  how  to 
dispose  of  himself.  On  the  follow. 
ing  day  he  went  to  Greenwich; 
bat  being  totally  destitute  of  money, 
and  almost  starring,  he  resolred  to 
write  to  his  relation^  to  beg  par- 
don for  paet  feults. 

'  Ha? ing  pawned  two  handker* 
ebiefS)  Im  parchased  some  provi- 
sion, and  then  wrote  the  letter, 
which  he  carried  to  London.  This 
letter  so  affected  the  kinsman^  that 
he  wrote  him  an  answer,  and  sent 
hka  a  guinea  for  present  supply ; 
bat,  to  show  his  detestation  of  the 
erime,  iotimated  thtft  he  would  pro- 
sectite  him  for  the  robbery  if  he 
presumed  to  make  a  second  applU 
cation. 

On  receipt  of  the  money  Rige 
exclaimed  ^  1  shall  not  starfe  yet!' 
bat  SQch  was  his  improtidence,  that 
be  immediately  went  to  the  Tile  wo- 
man with  whom  he  had  been  con- 
nected,  and  by  the  next  day  the 
goin6a  was  spent:  howeVer,  she 
prerailed  on  him  to  write  to  his 
Illation  for  a  fresh  supply. 

This  w^as  the  worst  step  he  could 
baTe  taken ;  for  the  kinsman,  haT- 
iHg  this  palpable  prodf  of  his  ex. 
ttparagance,  refused  him  all  farther 
assistance.  Thus  reduced,  he  went 
td  his  father}  but  the  kinsman 
bating  written  an  account  of  his 
irregular  conduct,  the  father  in- 
sist^ on  his  leaving  the  house  im- 
itiediatety,  or  he  would  bare  him 
fAen  into  custody  as  a  vagabond. 
Hereupon  Page  trarelled  a  few 
aMei  to  a  relation,  who  clothed 

*  Young  persons' will  do  well  to  read  the 
j|ttosf  the  trts  of  abaodoncA  wobkh; 


him,  gare  him  money,  and  ad^trised 
him  to  go  to  Londoi^,  and  seek  a 
service ;  but,  conscious  of  his  want 
of  character,  he  went  to  Totk, 
where  he  got  connected  with  a 
Company  of  strolling  players. 

In  this  situation  he  had  some 
success.  He  played  Polydbre  Mnd 
CastaSio;  and,  being  almost  beard- 
Ibss,  performed  some  women's  parts 
fHthoot  censure.  Soon  afterwards 
he  attempted  the  part  of  Cator ;  but, 
being  <)ulte  drunfk,  he  felt  speech- 
less  on  the  stage  while  repeating 
the  famous  soliloquy ;  and,  belhg 
earned  off  by  the  othef  actors,  he 
could  never  recover  his  credit  #tth 
the  audience^  and  was  dismissed  the 
company.  ' 

*  From  York  he  went  to  Scar* 
borough.  Intending  to  have  joined 
with  a  theatrical  bandatthMplaee, 
but  there  #as  no  vacancy  to  admit 
of  his  services.  Thus  disappoint, 
ed,  he  repaired  to  a  gaming-tabte, 
where  he  employed  ^  tew  ffuinens, 
which  he  had  brought  from  .Totk, 
and  soon  won  two  hundred ;  but, 
by  a  pursuit  of  the  game,  he  lost 
the  whole  of  his  money. 

Thus  distressed,  a  gentleman  of- 
fered to  take  him  to  London  lA  the 
character  of  a  livery  sertadt.  Piige 
hesitated  for  some  time;  btit  his 
necessify  obliging  him  to  accept  the 
offer,  he  puf'on  the  litery  suit. 
Several  persons  who  had  seen  him 
appear  as  a  gentleman  at  SeAr- 
borough  still  treated  him  as  such, 
presuming  that  a  frolic  had  given 
rise  to  the  mefamorphosii ;  but 
they  were  soon  undeceived  by  his 
master,  who  told  them  the  true 
state  of  the  case. 

When  the  gentleman  and  hisnevr 
servant  came  near  London,  the/ 
Were  robbed  by  a  highwayman; 
and  Page,  hearing  of  scverat  ifx« 
ploits  performed  by  the  same  Uftn 
pisy  of  C(org$  SamweU,  to  cao^on  mn 
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uritMn  a  few  weeks,  (as  ha  sup- 
posed by  the  descriptipo  of  his 
dress)}  thence  conceiTed  the  first 
idea  of  going  oo^  the  highway :  but 
he  Ured  abore  a  festr  with  his  mas. 
ter  after  this,  civing  no  reason  ta 
auspect  his  fident/. 

When  he  quitted  this  master  he 
recommended  him  to  another ;  but 
an  Infectious  disorder  obliged  him 
to  quit  this  second  scryice,  and 
seek  a  cure  in  an  hospital,  where  he 
became  acquainted  with  a  woman 
under  the  like  predicament. 
.  Happenipg  both  to  be  discharged 
pa  the  same  ^ay,  they  took  lodgings, 
i^ear  Charing  Cross,  and  llTcd  tom 
gether  for  some  time,  till  at  length, 
reduced  to  poferty,  Page  com*, 
menced  highwayman,  and  the  wo. 
man  became  a  street- walker. 

Page's  first  expedition  was  on 
the  Kentish  road ;  and,  meeting  the 
Canterbury  stage  near  Shooter's 
Bill,  he  robbed  the  passengers  of 
watches  and  money  to  (he  amount 
of  about  thirty  pounds ;  and  thea 
ndiog  through  great  part  of  Rent, 
tp  take  an  obserration  of  the  cross^ 
roads,  he  returned  to  I^ndon. 

He  now  took  lodgings  near  Gcros. 
▼enor  Square,  and,  frequenting  thb 
billiard-tables,  won  a  little  money, 
which,  added  to  hb  former  stock, 
prevented  his  having  recourse  to  the 
highway  again  for  a  considerable 
time. 

At  length  he  met  with  a  gam-. 
bier,  who,  being  more  expert  than 
himself,  stripped  him  of  all  his 
iponey:  on  which  he  again  com- 
menced highwayman,  but  for  some 
flights  did  not  obtain  a  single  booty. 

At  length  he  stopped  a  post.chaise, 
near  Hampton  Court,  and  robbed 
a  gentleman  and  lady  of  ten  guineas, 
and  their  watches :  he  took  a  valu* 
able  diamond  ring  from  the  gentle-, 
man,  which  he  afterwards  returned, 
oa  a  reward  of  fifteen  guineas  being 
offered  for  it* 


This  success  encouraging  Mot  t4^ 
proceed  in  his  depredations,  he  be. 
came  more  bold ;  and,  having  ac. 
quired  about  two  hundred  ponods 
on  the  highway,  he  took  lodgings 
in  Lincoln's  Inn,  passed  as  a  stu- 
dent of  the  law,  and  became  a<u 
quainted  with  sereral  young  gen. 
tlemen  who  were  pursuing  their 
studies  in  the  same  place. 

He  now  learned  to  dance ;  and, 
having  possessed  himself  of  some 
modem  literary  knowledge  by  the 
help  of  circulating  libraries,  he  fre« 
quented  the  assemblies  of  Sunoidg 
Hill,  Richmond,  Hampstead,  ^c 
and  ladies  began  to  look  on  him 
with  dbtinction. 

At  Hampstead  he  became  ac* 
quainted  with  a  young  lady,  wha 
conceited  a  great  affection  for  him  ; 
and  her  father  approving  the  ad- 
dresses of  Page,  the  wedding  dothea ' 
were  bought,  and  other  prepara* 
tions  made  for  the  nuptials,  whea 
the  lady's  father  happening  to  go- 
casually  into  the  shop  of  Page's 
relation,  a  scene  ensued  which  en- 
tirely disconcerted  the  plan.  The 
kinsman  remarking  to  an  acquaint, 
aoce  that  he  had  seen  Page  In  a 
laced  coat,  the  gentleman  was 
tempted  to  make  a  particular  In... 
quiry;  the  result  of  which  was, 
that  he  found  the  new.made  beau. 
to  be  the  very  party  that  was  to  be 
married  to  his  daughter:  where, 
upon  Page  was  forbid  all  farther* 
visits,  to  the  regret  of  the  young* 
lady,  who  still  considered  him  as  a 
man  of  superior  accomplishments. 

By  this  time  Page  had  drawn, 
from  his  own  observation  and  for 
his  private  use,  a  most  curious  map 
of  the  roads  twenty  miles  round 
London  ;  and, driving  in  a.phaetoa- 
and  pair,  he  was  not  suspected  for. 
a  highwayman.: 

In  his  exc|irsions  for  robbery  he. 

used  tp  dress  in  a  laced  or  em* 

,  broider^d  frock,  and  wear  his. hair. 
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tied  behind.  When  at  a  distance 
from  London  he  would  turn  into 
some  unfrequented  place,  and, 
haTiDf  disguised  himself  in  other 
clothes,  with  a  grizEle  or  black 
wig,  and  then  saddling  one  of  his 
horses,  ride  to  the  main  road,  and 
commit  a  robbery.  This  done,  he 
hastened  back  to  the  carriage,  re* 
sumed  his  former  dress,  and  drove 
to  London.  He  was  frequently 
cautioned  to  be  on  his  guard  against 
a  highwayman,  who  might  meet  and 
rob  him :  ^  No,  no,'  said  he,  <  he 
canoot  do  it  a  second  time,  unless 
be  robs  me  of  my  coat  and  «hirt, 
for  he  has  taken  all  my  money 
already.' 

He  had  once  an  escape  of  a  very 
remarkable  kind:— Haring  robbed 
a  gen tleqian  near  Putney^  some  per« 
sons  came  up  at  the  juncture,  and 
pursued  him  so  closely  that  he  was 
obliged  to  cross  the  Thames  for  his 
security.  In  the  interim,  some 
haymakers,  crossing  the  field  where 
Page's  carriage  was  left,  found  and 
carried  oflf  his  gay  apparel ;  and 
the  persons  who  had  pursued  him, 
meeting  them,  charged  them  with 
being  accomplices  in  the  robbery. 
A  report  of  this  affair  being  soon 
spread.  Page  heard  of  it,  and^ 
throMiing  his  clothes  into  a  well, 
went  back  almost  naked,  claimed 
the  carriage  as  his  own,  and  de- 
clared that  the  men  had  stripped 
kim,  and  thrown  him  into  a  ditch. 

All  the  parties  now  went  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace;  and  the' 
maker  of  the  carriage  appearing, 
and  declaring  that  it  was  the  pro« 
pcrty  of  Mr.  Page,  the  poor  hay-, 
makers  were  committed  for  trial ; 
but  obtained  their  liberty  after  the 
neit  assizes,  as  Page  did  not  appear 
to  prosecute. 

After  this  he  made  no  farther  use 
of  the  phaeton  as  a  disguise  for  his 
robberies;  but  it  served  him  oeca« 
lioBally.  OB.  parties   of   pleasure^ 


which  he  sometimes  took  with  4 
girl  whom  he  had  then  in  keeping. 

Page  was  passionately  fond  m 
play,  and  his  practice  this  way  wit 
attended  with  ?arions  turns  of  forJ 
tnne,  as  must  be  the  case  with  all 
l^amblers.  One  night  he  went  to 
the  masquisrade  with  only  ten  gni^ 
neas,  and  won  abofe  fife  hundred 
pounds;  and  this  money  was  ne^ 
sooner  in  his  possession,  than  # 
lady,  most  magnificently  dressed,^ 
made  some  advances  to  him,  on^ 
which  he  put  the  most  favorabM 
construction. 

After  some  conversation  she  told 
him  that  her  mother  was  a  widows 
who  would  not  admit  of  his  visits  ^ 
but  that  possibly  he  might  prevail 
on  her  attendant,  whose  husband 
was  a  reputable  tradesman,  to  givo 
them  admission  to  his  house. 

Page,  who  had  repeatedly  heard 
the  other  address  her  by  the  title  of 
'  My  lady,*  became  very  importu« 
nate  with  die  good  woman  to  grant 
this  favour.  At  length  all  parties^ 
agreed ;  the  servants  were  called  ;' 
I^e  handed  the  lady  and  herat- 
tendant  into  a  coach,  on  which  was^ 
the  coronet  of  a  viscountess :  two 
footmen  with  flambeaux  got  behind' 
the  carriage,  and  the  coachman  was 
ordered  to  drive  home ;  but,  when 
the  carriage  came  into  Pail  Mall,' 
fresh  orders  were  given  to  proceed 
towards  Temple  Bar. 

The  fine  lady  engaged  Page's  at« 
tentlon  to  such  a  degree,  that  he^ 
paid  no  regard  whither  thry  went. 
At  length  the  carriage  stopped  in  an* 
obscure  street,  at  a  house  which 
looked  like  a  shop,  and  the  parties 
went  up  stairs,  but  not  before  tha 
lady  had  whispered  one  of  the  foot.' 
men  (loud  enough  for  Page  to  hoar 
Vtr)  to  acquaint  her  grace,  in  the 
morning,  that  she  did  not  return 
lest  she  should  disturb  her,  and 
therefore  slept  at  Mrs.  Price's.    • 

The  good  woman  of  the  house 
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4pp4Q§iz^  for  the  meaoHMf  of  he» 
Mcoamodatlons  ;  bat  Page  taid 
thftt  all,  apologies  were  iieedlets; 
•imI  the  attendant  retiring,  be  paid 
tbe  most  earnest  addrefses  to  the 
presQip^d  ladjTt  who  at  lengthy  after, 
^degree  of  afectittion^  that,  if  he 
bad  not  been  .blinded  by  his  own 
fWiiy^  he  might  ha?e  re^ily.per-* . 
^fed^  she  consented  to  sleep  with 

As  it  was  late  (or  rather  early) 
l^fsfoie  they  came  from  the  masque. 
fade,  and  much  time  had  wbeen  lost 
in  the  courtship,  it  was  four  o'clock 
ip  the  aflemoon  before  they  arose, 
i|nd  ef en  jiigbt  before  a  coach  wiis. 
qalled  for  their  departure ;  though 
the  lady  pretended  that  her  mother,, 
die  duchess,  wopld  be  extremely 
ineasy  on  account  of  her  absence* 

.  With  great,  difficulty- Page  pre- 
tiMled  on  the  lady  to  admit- of  his 
iltteqdeoce  oa  her  a  part  of  the  way 
luHUe;  during  which  Jie  promised 
ffftry  thing  thut,  a  lover  could  pro. 
qsise ;  and  she  answered  him  as  he 
pould  ha?e  wished. 

•  The  coach  stopping  in  Cofent 
Garden,  the  lady  went  into  a^air : 
and  oqr  heto  o^cing  to  pay.  tbe 
qhurman,  he  said  that  he  was  al- 
leady  paid,  a  circumstance  that  con. 
linced  Page  of  the  disinterested 
dispodition  pf  this  new  acquaint- 


Repairing  npw  to  his  Jodg^igs, 
lie  reflected  with  pleasure  on  the 
happy  prospects  before  him  ;  but, 
feeling  for  his  pocket-book,  he dis. 
C0Tercd  that  it  was  lost,  and  with 
it  the  greatest  part  of  his  trea- 
tore. 

He  now  began  to  suspect  that  the 
lady  of  fashion  was  an  impostor ; 
and  when  she  failed  to  meet  him  on 
tbe  following  day,  agreeably  to  aH 
appointment  that  she  had  madCf  he 
saw  that  he  had  been  robbed  of 
flfe  hundred  pounds,  witbont  a 
probability  of  recoTcring  it. 


He  now  adwerttsed  a  reward  to 
tbe  hack|iey.coachman  who  took 
theiQ  up,  and  made  several  other 
endeavours  to  find  her  out;  but 
they  all  proved  equally  fruitless*     . 

Thus  stripped  of  his  ilUacquired 
property,  he  came  to  a  resolution 
to  make  the  women  pay  for  what  a 
woman  had  stolen ;  and,  taking  the 
road  to  Bath,  he  robbed  every  car.  ^ 
riage  in.  which  was  a  womai|.  If 
men  were  in  the  coach,  he  said  he 
had  no  demands,  on  them  ;  but  had 
a  draft  for  five  hundred  pounds  on 
the  ladies. 

Finding  that  the  women  were 
possessed  of  little  Cish,  he  began  to 
make  his  demands  on  the  .gently, 
men.  of  whom  he  soon  collected 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds^ 
which  he  carried  to  the  masquerade^ 
and  lost  it  all  at  the  gaming, 
table ;  and  was  no  sooner  stripped 
of  his  money  than  he  determined 
to  engage  in  an  intrigue.     . 

Leafing  the  gaming-room,  he 
danced  with  a  laidy,  and  then  at. 
tended  her  to  supper,  during  which 
he  said  some  lender  things,  which 
he  presumed  might  tend  to  promota 
an  immediate  assignation;  but  he 
soon  found  thatUie  lady  had  no 
other  view  than  that  of  marriage, 
which  was  far  from  being  disagree, 
able  to  him  as  he  was  then  situated. 

An  appointment  being  agreed  oa 
for  the  following  day,  he  waited  oa 
th^  lady  at  her  house,  and  found 
that  she  was  a  widow  of  consider, 
able  fortune,  and  well  descended^ 
As  he  had  the  art  of  procuring  him. 
self  to  be  well  spoken  of  to  her, 
she  entertained  no  doubt  of  his 
lionour.  He  escorted  her  to  pub. 
lie  places ;  and  the  eipense  of  tbeao 
attendances  was  defrayed  by  hiS' 
usual  resource,  the  highway* 
'  After  one  of  his  eipedltlons  on 
the  road  he  was  followed  to  the 
ion  where  he  put  up  hb  hone,  and, 
being  tal^n  into  custody^  was  tried 
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fti  M«idstoBe,  but  ftcqvitted  becatne 
tlie  party  could  not  swear  to  hts 
identity.  ThU  drcomstance,  how. 
e^er,  put  ao  end  to  his  acquaint- 
ance with  the  lady  above  mentioned* 

The  road  and  the  gaming-table 
beeaiae  new  his  only  places  of  re- 
sort ;  and  what  he  got  by,  pillage 
he  feneraily  lost  by  play«-  fie  fre- 
qaented  Bath,  Tnnbridge,'  Scar- 
borough,  and  Newmarket ;  aftd, 
when  it  was  demanded  if  he  was  a 
man  of  fortune,  the  answer  gene* 
tally  WAS,  <  He  plays  deep ;'  and 
no  fiarther  questions  were  thought 
necessary. 

Page  now  connected  himself  with 
an  old  school-fellow,  named  Dar- 
well,  in  conjunction  with  whom,  ia 
the  space  of  three  years,  be  com* 
mitted  more  than  three  hundred 
robberies.  The  money  obtained  by 
these  depredations  was  immediately 
difided  ;  and,  if  any  dispute  arose 
eosccming  a  watch,  or  other  ar« 
tide,  they  tossed  up  which  should 
ha?e  it;  or,  if  they  appraised  it, 
Page  paid  Darwell  the  half  of  the 

? resumed  value.  In  the  mean  time 
^agesold  the  watches  to  a  Jew, 
who  took  them  to  Holland,  and  no 
f^rthef  inquiries  were  made  after 
them. 

Page  was  now  seized  with  a  tIo- 
lent  illness,  which  proTcd  Ycr/  ex- 
pensive,  and  the  more  to  as  he  had 
a  woman  to  maintain,  who  had  no 
hlea  of  retrenching  her  exposes  to 
soit  their  circumstances.  It  is  true 
that  Darwell  gave  him  considerable 
asslstaoeo;  but,  notwithstanding 
this,  he  was  so  reduced  that,  on  his 
facoToty,  he  was  obliged  to  secrete 
himself  io  prevent  his  being  ar« 
farted ;  and  for  this  reason  Darwell 
used  tq  hire  horses  for  them  both ; 
and  Page  meeting  him  out  of  Lon- 
don, they  committed  several  rob- 
beries in  company. 

On  Blackheath  Page  robbed 
Captain  Farrington,  of  Chislehurst, 


In  Kent ;  which  robbery  was  after* 
wards  positively  sworn  against  a 
Mr.  Douglas  by  Captain  Farring. 
ton's  postilion,  who  likewise  de- 
posed that  a  pistol  was  fired  at  him ; 
but,  after  Page  was  under  sentence 
of  death,  he  solemnly  averred  that 
no  pistol  was  fired ;  and  likewise 
declared,with  equal  solemnity,  that, 
if  Mr.  Doiiglas  had  been  convicted, 
he  had  formed  a  resolution  of  sur- 
rendering and  exculpating  that  gen- 
tleman. 

In. the  mean  time  Mr.  Douglas 
was  brought  io  trial,  and  honora* 
bly  acquitted,  on  his  bringing  the 
fullest  proof  that  he  was  at  a  dis- 
tant part  at  the  time  that  the  affair 
happened. 

Soon  after  the  commission  of 
this  robbery  Page  heard  that  a  dis« 
taut  relation  in  Scotland,  who  had 
promised  to  leave  him  his  fortune, 
was  near  death ;  on  which  he  tool^ 
shipping  for  that  country;  but, 
the  vessel  being  cast  away,  he  lost 
all  his  effects  but  the  dothes  on  his 
back;  and,  when  he  arrived  ia 
Scotland,  his  rdation  was  dead, 
without  having  made  any  provision 
for  him ;  on  which  he  returned  to 
London. 

Darwell  and  he  now  renewed 
thdr  depredations  on  the  highway, 
and  iu  the  course  of  six  weeks  com- 
mitted between  twenty  and  thirty 
robberies  on  the  roads  adjacent  to 
London ;  and  the  booties  obtained 
in  some  of  them  bdng  considerable, 
Page  furnished  himself  with^  the 
gayest  apparel,  and  laid  by  a  sum 
of  money  for  future  contingencies. 

At  length,  after  a  long  course  of 
iniquity,  Justice  Fielding  received 
information  that  Darwell  was  on 
the  Tunbridge  road ;  on  which  he 
aent  out  some  people,  who  appro* 
bended  him  near  Sevea  Oaks,  and, 
bringing  him  before  the  magistrate 
above  mentioned,  he  begged  to  be 
admitted  an  evidence  for  the  crown; 
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and  (his  request  being  complied 
with,  he  gate  an  ample  account  of 
the  robberies  committed  by  himself 
and  Page,  particularly  mentioning 
the  inns  on  the  road  which  the  lat. 
ter  frequented,  and  the  place  where 
he  usually  hired  hb  horses. 

The  consequence  was  that  Page 
was  apprehended  at  the  Golden 
Lion,  near  Hyde  Park,  when  three 
loaded  pistols  wero  found  on  him, 
with  powder,  balls,  a  wig  to  dit^ 
guise  himself,  and  the  correct  map 
of  the  roads  round  London  which 
we  ha?e  already  mentioned* 

Page  was  sent  to*  Newgate,  and , 
an  advertisement  inserted  in  the 
papers,  requesting  such  persons  as 
had  been  robbccT  to  attend  his  re- 
examination :  but  he  denied  all  that 
was  alleged  against  him ;  and,  as  he 
was  always  disguised  when  he  com* 
milted  any  robbery,  no  person  pre* 
sent  could  identify  his  person. 

Page,  being  remanded  to  New- 
gate, remained  there  from  July  to 
February,  when  he  was  tried  on 
suspicion  of  robbing  Mr.  Webb  in 
Bel  found  Lane,  but  acquitted  for 
want  of  eridenee.  In  the  interim 
he  lived  handsomely,  and  supported 
a  girl  on  what  he  had  saved  by  his 
former  wicked  practices.  After 
this  he  was  tried  at  Hertford,  but 
again  acquitted  for  want  of  evi- 
dence. 

From  Hertford  he  was  removed 
to  Maidstone  gaol,  and,  being  tried 
at  Rochester  for  robbing  Captain 
Farrington  (as  above  mentioned), 
was  capitally  convicted,  and  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death.  After 
conviction  he  acknowledged  his 
guilt,  yet  exerted  himffelf  in  the 
niost  strenuqus  manner  to  procure 
a  pardon.  He  wrote  to  a  nobleman 
with  this  view ;  and  likewise  sent 
a  letter  to  a  gentleman  with  nhom 


he  had  lived  as  a  servant,  bq^glnf 
his  interest  that  he  might  be  sent  to 
America  as  a  foot-soldier  ;  but  h^ 
endeavours  proved  fruitless,  and  be 
was  ordered  for  execution. 

This  extraordinary  malefactor 
suffered  at  Maidstone  on  the  6tli  of 
April,  1758. 

What  shall  we  say  to  the  con- 
duct of  this  man  ?  He  showed  an 
early  propensity  to  vice,  and  na 
escapes  from  drowning  or  the  ga1« 
lows  could  give  him  warning.  Uia 
ruling  passions  seem  to  have  beeit 
an  extravagant  love  of  -pleasure, 
and  a  most  unextinguishable  vanity. 
Dress  and  gaming  contributed  to 
his  ruin,  as  they  have  done  to  that 
of  thousands. 

If  young  men  could  but  be  con* 
vinced  how  much  more  of  real  coin^ 
fort  and  solid  satisfaction  there  is 
in  the  plain  path  of  honesty  than  in 
the  devious  track  of  vice,  these  ex. 
hortations  at  the  close  of  our  re. 
spectivo  narratives  would  be  ren- 
dered useless.  . 

From  the  fate  of  Page  we  may 
see  how  little  confidence  is  to  be 
placed  in  the  faith  of  accomplices  in 
iniquity.  DarwcU  was  as  zealoua 
to  serve. him  as  could  be  expected 
from  anj  person  in  his  circnra- 
stances ;  but,  the  moment  his  own 
safety  became  endangered,  he  turned 
evidence,  and  discovered  his  bro^ 
ther  in  iniquity.  Thus  will  it  ever 
be;  and  perhaps  there  is  nothing 
more  false  than  the  remark  that 
there  is  *  honour  among  thieves.* 
Where  common  honesty  is  wanting 
honour  must  certainly  be  astranger. 
Let  no  man  put  tmst  in  a  thief :  let 
him  shun  his  company  as  he  would 
a  pestilence;  for  he  walks  in  the 
ways  of  death,  and  ^  his  steps  take, 
hold  of  heU.' 
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RICHARD  HUGHES, 

BXBCUTSD  POR  FORGBRY. 


This  man  for  some  years  carried 
on  business  ih  an  extensive  way,  as 
a  tailor  and  draper,  in  Arundel 
Street,  Strand,  London;  and  had 
acquired  a  capital,  which  he  in- 
Tested  in  a  brewery ;  but  it  appears 
that  this  specnUlion,  extending  be« 
yond  the  tailor^  y^^^f  did  not  suc- 
ceed equal  to  (he  clipping  of  cloth. 

Hughes  had  been  inti^usted  by 
bb  uncle,  the  acting  executor  un- 
der his  father's  will,  with  a  power 
of  attorney  to  recei? e  considerable 
sums  of  money  due  to  the  estate 
of  the  deceased;  and,  while  he 
stuck  to  his  shopboard,  he  per. 
formed  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
with  a  punctuality  which  acquired 
bim  much  credit  among  his  coun« 
try  relations. 

The  brewery,  a  concern  with 
which  he  was  totally  unacquainted, 
soon  brought  him  into  difficulties ; 
and  to  surmount  wh<ch  he  fixed  his 
thoughts  upon  certain  South  Sea 
stock,  possessed  by  his  uncle,  and 
found  no  peace  of  mind  until  he 
conrerted  it  to  his  own  use.  To 
this  end  he  boldly  went  to  the 
South  Sea  House,  and  asked  the 
proper  clerk  for  a  Bank  warrant  of 
attorney,  to  sell  stock.  This  is 
always  kept  at  the  office,  and  it  was 
then  necessary  that  the  power  of 
transfer  should  be  witnessed  by  the 
minister,  church-wardens,  or  oyer- 
seers  of  the  poor,  of  the  parish  in 
which  the  owner  liyed. 

All  these  formalities  Hughes  him. 
self  soon  counterfeited,  and  in  due 
time  presented  the  instrument  «t 
the  South  Sea  House,  and  receifed 
upwards  of  five  hundred  pounds. 
•  Had  this  ungrateful  wretch  suffer- 
ed his  iniquity  to  rest  here,  it  might 
hare  remained  undiscorered  until 
he  could  have  replaced  the  stock, 
:vhicb  it  may  reasonably  be  pre« 


sumed  he  meant  to  do ;  but  the  evil 
genius  that  goads  us  on  to  the  com^ 
mission  of  crimes,  ever  leads  us  to 
a  precipice  from  which  the  victim  is 
annihilated.  So  with  Hughes,  who^ 
in  attempting  to  cover  the  robbery^ 
exposed  himself  to  detection.  No 
sooner  had  he  received  the  money 
than  he  determined  to  pay  a  yisit 
to  the  man  whom  he  had  injured.   • 

The  uncle  received  his  nephew 
with  much  cordiality,  until  the 
latter,  lulled  into  security,  and  now 
deserted  by  his  tempter,  among^ 
other  ways  of  ingratiating  himself 
farther  into  the  old  man's  f^Tonrs^ 
told  him  that  ho  had  <  brought  his  in- 
terest on  the  South  Sea  stock.*  The 
old  gentleman  did  not  appear  to 
take  much  notice  of  this  at  the 
time,  probably  supposing  he  might 
have  empowered  him  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  but,  upon  returning,  he  could 
find  no  authority  vested  in  his 
nephew ;  yet  he  determined  not  to 
sift  the  matter  while  the  young  man 
remained  his  guest 

No  sooner  had  Hughes  departed 
for  London  than  the  uncle  com- 
municated his  suspicion  to  the  mi- 
nister of  the  parish,  who  disclaimed 
all  knowledge  of  witnessing  any  in- 
strument which  could  warrant  a 
transfer  of  stock. 

Application  was  then  made  to 
the  South  Sea  House,  when  the/ 
forgery  was  evident  The  minis* 
ter's  Chrbtian  name  was  mistated, 
and  no  such  persons  as  the  other 
pretended  witnesses  could  be  found* 

This  was  the  sum  of  the  evidence 
given  on  his  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey; 
and  on  which  he  was  consequently 
convicted^  and  executed  at  Tyburn, 
May  the  18th,  1767. 

The  prosecution  was  instituted 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
South  Sea  Company. 
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WILLIAM  ADAMS, 

SlBCUTECr  FOB  FOROB&YW 


Or  the  farioiis  arfr  used  in  th& 
commission  of  this  offence,  which 
these  pages  enumerate,  there  k 
none  less  excusable  than  that  prac* 
tised  by  William  Adams,  who  was 
a  enitom-bouse  officer  in  London. 

A  man  who  can  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  public  (rust,  and  disgrace 
his  office  by  a  file  forgery,  deserves 
but  a  small  portion  of  pity. 

The  department  in  which  this 
man  served  the  public  was  that  of  ezw 
amining  certificates  of  over-entries 
on  the  duties  on  wines.  This  gave 
him  an  opportunity  of  committing 
the  crime  for  which  he  suffered 
with  the  greatest  security ;  and  it 
is  possible  he  might  long  have'con* 
tinned  the  practice  had  not  an  ac. 
cidental  omission  of  a  date  led  to 
the  discovery. 

It  was  usual  for  merchants  land- 
ing their  wines  to  pay  the  duty ; 
but  if,  upon  trial,  they  appeared  to 
be  so  damaged  as  not  to  be  sale- 
able,  upon  a  proper  application, 
and  giving  up  the  wines  for  the 
king's  kise,  they  were  furnished 
with  sooh  certificates  as  entitled 
them  to  the  repayment  of  theduty^ 

It  ^as  a  certificate  of  this  kind 
that  Adams  forged;  and  though 
such  certificates  are  usually  signed 
by  six  different  persons,  who  are 
severally  checks  upon  each  other, 
*yet  he  had  counterfeited  the  names 


and  signatures  of  all  diese,  and 
actually  received  the  drawback  oit 
ten  tons  of  damaged  wines,  amount, 
ing  tq  two  hundred  and  fifty.two 
pounds,  for  the  use  of  Fhineat 
Coats,  in  whose  name  the  certtfi^' 
cate  was  forged  ;  but  it  being 'im^^ 
mediately  discovered  that  a  figure 
in  the  date  was  %Minting,  and  h« 
offering  to  supply  It  himself,  a  sus- 
picion arose,  and  an  inquiry  was 
instituted ;  upoir  which  It  was 
found  that  not  one  of  the  derks 
whose  signatures  appeared  knew 
any  thing  of  the  matter. 

Adams  was  apprehended,  com* 
mitted,  and  brought  to  trial  at  the 
Old  Bailey  for  this  forgery. 

He  had  little  to  urge  in  his  de* 
fence,  further  than  that  it  had  been 
a  practice  to  receive  such  certifi- 
cates as  cash  ;  that  he  had  received 
this  particular  certificate  as  suichi 
and  that.  If  It  was  forged,  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  forgery.  This  had 
no  weight  against  the  evidence 
which  appeared  against  hnr,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  jury,  who,  without 
hesitation,  pronounced  him  gniliyi 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburti  the 
18th  of  May,  1757,  on  the  same 
gallows  with  Richard  Hughes,  whose 
case  was  last  related:  and  with 
John  M^Lary  and  Michael  Sulli. 
van,  for  enlisting  a  soldier  into  (he 
service  of  the  King  of  Prussia.        ^ 


JAMES  AND  WALTER  WHITE,  (BROTHERS,) 

EXECUTED  FOR  A  OAKING  BUEOUkaY. 

There  is  something  additionally    ming.     They  were  long  accouated 

laxy  soUish  fellows,  seldom  seen  at 
labour,  yet  ever  sneaking  about^ 
and  tippling  in  public  houses.-^ 
Their  supply  of  money  to  support 
these  low  and  Idle  debaucheries  had 
been  long  suspected^  yet,  though 
many  petty  lacceoiei  k%d  been  coiw- 


wounding  to  sensibility  when  bro 
thers  embark  together  In  the  dan- 
gerous and  destructive  pursuit  of 
plunder. 

These  men  were  natives  of  Sur* 
ry,  and  had  resided  In  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Guildford  and  Godal* 
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Bitted  in  the  neighborliODd,  no 
charge  had  beeo  brpught  against 
them. 

At  length,  howe?er,  justicci 
though  slowi  yet  sure,  pyertook 
them.  They  were  apprehended  on 
anspicion  of  committing  a  robbery 
and  barglary  in  the  house  of  Mr^ 
Robert  Vincent,  a  farmer  of  Craw^ 
ley,  in  the  said  county,  in  cons&p 
qoeoce  of  information  lieing  giyen 
against  them  by  an  accomplice, 
who,  in  fact,  seduced  them  into  the 
robbery— a  depredation  of  a  mag- 
nitude which  they  had  not  before 
attempted. 

Being  arraigned  at  the  f^nt  as* 
sizes  held  at  Kingston,  in  the  year 
1758,  it  appeared  in  e?idence  on 
tbeir  trial  that  the  prisoners,  James 
mnd  Walter  White,  in  company 
with  a  third  person,  did,  in  the 
flight  time,  break  into  and  enter 
the  house  of  Mr.  Robert  Vincent. 
Their  conduct  was  marked  with 
cruelty ;  they  beat  Mr.  Vincent  in. 
humanly,  and  threatened  to  burn 
bim  alive  if  he  did  not  discover 
where  his  money  was  hid.  They 
then  robbed  him  of  four  pounds 
mod  eighteen  shillings  in  silver;  one 


Portugal  piece,  value  thirty  .six  shiU 
lings ;  two  guineas  and  a  half;  and 
various  other  articles. 

They  were  found  guilty  on  the 
clearest  evidence,  and  underwent 
the  dreadful  sentence  of  the  law  on 
Kennington  Common,  the  19th  of 
April,  1758.  At  the  place  of  ezcr 
cution  they  acknowledged  the  jus. 
ticc  of  their  sentence,  but  reflected, 
in  terms  of  much  bitterness,  on 
their  accomplice,  whom  they  pro- 
tested decoyed  them  from  their 
work,  by  telling  them  how  very 
easily  money  might  be  obtained  by 
housebreaking. 

While  these  unhappy  men  were 
yet  struggling  for  life,  an  infant^  of 
about  nine  months  old,  was  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  executioner, 
who  nine  times  passed  the  hands  of 
each  of  the  dying  men  over  its  face. 
The  child  had  a  wen  on  its  cheek, 
and  the  ignorant  superstitious  mo- 
ther conceived  it  could  be  cured  by 
dead  men's  hands. 

The  eldest  of  these  unfortunate 
brothers  was  twenty-three,  and  the 
other  had  but  just  turned  twenty. 
one  years  of  age. 


DOCTOR  FLORENCE  HENSEY, 

CONVICTED  OP  UIGII  TREASON. 


^  In  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
during  the  reign  of  King  Charles  1. 
H  gentleman,  named  Arthur  Chu. 
hoggen,.  was  attainted  of  high  trea. 
son  ;  viz.  for  saying,  in  Spain,  ^' J 
would  kill  the  King  of  England  if  I 
could  come  at  him  ;"  which  was  tes. 
tiied  by  the  oaths  of  two  gentle- 
men, besides  others  that  justified  it 
Jirom  the  several  relations  of  other 
men*  For  further  probability  of 
bis  malicious  intent,  the  officers  that 
apprehended  him  at  his  lodgings  in 
Srary  Lane,  London,  did  depose 
upon  oath,  that  then,  when  they 
told  hiffl  that  he  was  the  king's  jpri* 


soner,  he  bit  his  thumb,  saying,  <<  I 
care  not  this  much  for  your  king  " 

^  The  attorney  .general  observed, 
that,  in  Spain,  the  biting  of  the 
thumb  18  a  token  of  scorn  and  dis- 
dain in  the  highest  degree,  and 
will  bear  an  action  of  disgrace  in 
Spain,  as  spitting  in  one's  face  will 
in  £ngland.  After  Mr.  Chuhog. 
gen  was  condemned  the  judges  sent 
the  sheriff  to  him,  to  know  of  him 
whether  he  could  allege  any  other 
colorable  intent  for  his  coming  over ; 
but  he  gave  no  satisfaction  on  that 
point. 

^  Ue  was   hanged,   drawn,  and 
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quartered,  on  the  ^Tth  of  NoTem^ 
ber,  1617.  Previous  to  his  execu* 
tion  he  wished  that  he  might  nerer 
^nter  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  if 
e?cr  he  had  said  such  words  as  those 
for  which  he  was  condemned." 

The  aboTO  is  an  extract  from  a 
curious  manuscript  letter  from  Mr. 
Justinian  Pagitt>  then  a  lawyer  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  to  Dr.  Twysden, 
chancellor  of  the  diocese  of  Litch- 
field and  Coventry,  It  presents 
the  reader  w  ith  a  specimen  of  jus* 
tice  in  the  reign  of  the  monarch 
who  lost  his  head ! 

Such  was  the  definition  of  treason 
formerly,  and  the  punishment  in- 
fllcted  on  a  man  who  would  now 
have  been  looked  upon  as  mad,  for 
no  one  in  his  senses  could,  for  any 
earthly  purpose,  utter  such  incohe- 
rencies. 

In  comparing  the  cases  of  Chu- 
hoggcn  and  Hensey,  we  are  as  much 
surprised  at  the  extension  of  royal 
mercy  to  the  one  as  at  the  barba. 
reus  punishment  of  the  other. 

Martin  Nowland,  as  we  have  al- 
ready shown,  was  executed  for  at- 
tempting to  enlist  Englishmen  for 
the  service  of  France ;  and  Thomas 
Ilemmings  suffered  death  for  doing 
the  sam^  for  the  King  of  Prussia ; 
yet  Hcnscy,  whose  crime  was  ten. 
fold  greater  than  eittier  of  these, 
was  pardoned. 

Dc  la  Motte,  the  particulars  of 
whose  case  we  shall  hereafter  give, 
was  ^  hanged,  drawn,  and  quar. 
tercd,'  for  the  same  kind  of  offence 
which  Ilensey  committed ;  and  in 
still  more  recent  times  ilumbers 
have  suffered  death  for  similar  trea- 
son ;  and  yet  we  have  to  observe, 
without  finding  any  reason  for  it, 
Doctor  Ilensey  was  pardoned.  If 
granted  from  political  reasons,  it 
must  have  been  in  fear  of  Spain  ;  an 
unworthy  impulse  of  the  ministers 
of  a  far  greater  and  more  powerful 
nation. 


'Dr.  Hensey  was  a  native  of  th# 
county  of  Kildare,  in  Ireland, 
brought  up  a  Roman  Catholic,  and 
taught  the  rudiments  of  grammar 
by  a  priest  of  that  persuasion. 

Being  sent  to  St,  Omer's  to  stud/ 
philosophy,  he  continued  there  till 
the  degree  of  master  of  arts  was 
conferred  on  him,  after  which  he 
proceeded  to  Leyden,  where  be 
studied  physic.  From  Leyden  he 
went  through  Germany  and  Switzer* 
land  into  Italy, acquiring  the  know, 
ledge  of  the  respective  languages 
during  his  travels. 

Embarking  at  Genoa,  he  sailed 
to  Lisbon,  and,  crossing  the  king- 
dom of  Portugal,  he  went  to  S|>aiii, 
and  thence  io  France,  endoayoring 
in  his  tour  to  make  himself  master 
of  the  >Portuguese  and  Spanish 
languages.  Having  reached  Paris, ' 
he  practised  physic  in  that  city  five 
years ;  but,  being  unsuccessful,  he 
repaired  to  London. 

His  success  io  England  was  not 
superior  io  that  in  France,  His 
patients  were  few,  and  those  of  the 
lower  rank  of  people.  From  bis 
quitting  the  university  of  Leyden 
he  had  corresponded  with  a  brother 
collegian,  who,  having  settled  in 
France,  procured  a  place  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  secretary  of  state  at 
Pans.  ^ 

When  Dr.  Hensey  heard  of  his 
friend's  promotion  he  wrote  him  a 
letler  of  congratulation,  in  which 
he  made  a  civil  offer  of  executiug 
any  of  his  commands  in  Loudon, 

This  happening  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  Hensey's  friend 
informed  him  that  he  might  bo 
very  serviceable  by  transmitting, 
early  intelligence  of  our  warlike 
preparations.  This  hint  being  ap. 
proved  of  by  the  doctor,  the  next 
post  brought  him  instructions  how 
to  act,  with  an  appointment  ofncar 
twciiiy-five  pounds  |>er  montlu 
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The  Subsfatide  of  these  Jnstrnc- 
tions  was  ^  to  send  complete  lists 
of  all  oor  men  of  war,  both  in  and 
dut  of  commission ;  their  condition, 
sitnafion,  and  number  of  men  on 
board  each  ;  when  thej  sailed,  nn. 
<ler  what  commanders,  from  what 
ports,  and  their  destination ;  an  ac- 
count of  the  actual  number  of  our 
troops ;  what  regiments  were  com- 
j^ete,  and  where  quartered  or  gar. 
raoned.' 

Dr.  Ilensey  sent  such  accounts 
aa  he  could  procure  to  a  gentleman 
at  Cologne,  who  forwards!  them  to 
another  at  Berne,  in  Switzerland, 
whence  they  were  transmitted  to 
Paris.  Heitsey's  salary,  ample  as 
it  was,  prored  unequal  to  the  ex- 
pectatlons  ho  had  formed ;  but  he 
proceeded,  In  the  hopes  of  an  in* 
urease  of  it. 

His  first  attempt  to  acquire  Intel, 
ligence  was  by  getting  Into  com. 
pany  with  the  clerks  of  the  public 
offices ;  but,  not  succeeding  in  this, 
^  he  frequented  the  coffeehouses 
used  l>y  the  members  of  parliament ; 
and,  his  professional  appearance 
^king  off  all  suspicion  of  his  being 
m  spy,  he  frequently  learned  such 
particolars  as  he  thought  worth 
sending  to  his  employers. 

It  was  a  maxim  with  him  not  to 
CHter  info  political  discussions  if  he 
coukl  a?oid  It ;  and,  when  he  could 
not,  he  always  spoke  on  the  go. 
f eroment  side  of  the  question,  and 
was  a  professed  enemy  to  the 
French ;  so  that,  though  he  was 
generally  known  to  be  a  Catholic, 
he  proceeded  for  a  long  time  un. 
SMpeeted. 

His  letters  from  Paris  were  sent 
ky  the  way  of  Switzerland,  whence 
ihey  were  transmitted  to  the  Post- 
oSce  in  Loi|don,  and  directed  to 
him  at  a  coffee-house  in  the  Strand 
by  a  fictitious  name.  A  suspicion 
arose  that  these  letters  and  their 
aaswers,  which  appeared  to  con. 
4am  only  a  few  complimentary  Unca 


(ais  might  be  seen  throtagh  the 
covers),  were,  in  fact,  a  dbguise 
for  something  of  greater  imports 
ance ;  and,  this  suspicion  increasing 
by  their  frequency,  the  secretary  of 
the  Post.ofiicc  at  length  opened 
some  of  those  from  Hensey,  in  one  \ 
of  which,  dated  from  Twickenham, 
he  read,  between  the  lines  written 
with  ink,  another  epistle  written 
with  lemon-juice,  earnestly  advis^ 
ing  the  French  to  land  on  the  Eng- 
lish co^. 

These  letters  were  read  by  being 
held  to  the  fire ;  and,  sereral  of 
them  containing  expressions  which 
were  deemed  treasonable,  the  ut. 
most  diligence  was  used  to  disco?er 
the  writer,  and  learn  his  real  name ; 
for  which  purpose  a  person  was 
placed  at  the  coffee-house  to  which 
the  letters  were  directed,  who  fol. 
lowed  him  to  his  lodgings  in  Arun. 
del  Street,  after  he  had  receiTcd  one 
of  them. 

On  the  following  Sunday,  ITen. 
sey,  who  was  a  Catholic,  went,  ac 
cording  to  his  usual  custom,  to  the 
Spanish  ambassador's  chapel  in  Soho^ 
Square^  on  his  return  from  which 
he  was  seized  by  two  of  the  king's 
messengers,  and  couTcyed  to  a  place 
of  security. 

Ho  was  repeatedly  examined  be^ 
fore  the  secretary  of  state,  and  at 
length  committed  .to  Newgate  to 
take  his  trial  for  high  treason.  The 
grand  jury  of  Middlesex  found  a 
true  bill  against  him  in  Easter  term, 
1758 ;  but  the  trial  being  removed, 
by  writ  of  certiorari,  into  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  he  was  there  ar.' 
raigned,  and  pleaded  not  guilty. 

He  likewise  demanded  a  copy  of 
his  indictment,  which  was  granted, 
and  counsel  directed  by  the  Court 
to  plead  for  him«  He  was  advised 
to  make  proper  preparation  for  his ' 
trial,  which  came  on  before  Lord 
Mansfield  in  Westminster  Hall. 

The  counsel  for  the  crown  having 
opened  the  indictment,  the  gentle* 
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men  of  the  Post-office  iwore  to  the 
finding  a  number  of  letters  In  his 
boreaa,  and  bis  handwriting  was 
proTed  by  some  apothecaries  who 
had  made  up  his  prescriptions* 

The  doctor's  counsel  ingeniously 
pleaded  a  defect  in  the  indictment, 
because  the  letters  were  intercepted 
at  the  Post-office,  which  was  in 
London;  whereas  the  offence,  If 
any,  was  committed  in  Middlesex, 
the  grand  jury  of  which  county 
could  have  no  right  to  find  a  bill  for 
an  offence  committed  in  London. 

The  counsel  for  the  crown  re« 
piled  that,  though  the  letter  had 
been  intercepted  at  the  Post-office, 
the  offence  on  which  the  indictment 
was  founded  had  been  committed  at  i 
Twickenham,  as  appeared  by  the 
date  of  the  letter.  They  further 
urged  that  the  solicitor  of  the  Trea- 
sury might  have  laid  the  indictment 
in  die  city  of  London  ;  but  he  pre- 
ferred fixing  It  in  the  county,  be* 
cause  the  letter  from  Twickenham 
was  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
tendency,  and  the  others  were  to  be 
consider^  only  as  collateral  evi- 
dence against  the  prisoner. 

Dr.  Hensey's  counsel  now  ob- 
jected that  the  writing  a  treason, 
able  letter  was  not  an  o?ert«aot  of 
high  treason  except  this  letter  was 
published:  in  answer  to  which  It 
was  insisted  that  the  delivery  of  it 
at  the  Post-office  was  an  actual  pub- 
lication of  it.  The  doctor's  coun- 
sel farther  said  that  he  had  not 
corresponded  with  the  enemies  of 
the  king  ;  for  we  were  not  at  war 
with  tl^  Dutch,  and  the  letters 
yrere  directed  to  people  in  Holland. 

The  evidences  having  proved 
that  the  letter  dated  Twickctoham 
contained  an  Invitation  to  the 
French  to  Invade  this  kingdom, 
that  was  considered  as  m  overt- 
act  of  high  treason,  on  which  the 
plea  of  the  prisoner  was  overruled, 
and  the  evidence  was  summed  op  by 
L«rd  l^ansfield. 


Dr.  Hmisey  had  hitherto  rap. 
ported  himself  with  courage;  but, 
during  the  absence  of  the  jury, 
which  was  about  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  he  trembled  excessively, 
and  repeatedly  changed  colour, 
while  large  drops  of  sweat  ran  rfown 
his  face :  he  burst  into  tears,  aad 
gave  every  proof  of  the  greatest 
agitation  of  mind. 

On  the  return  of  the  jury  he  had 
scarcely  strength  to  hold  up  his 
hand  at  the  bar.  A  verdict  of 
guilty  being  pronounced,  a  rule  of 
Court  was  made  for  his  being 
brought  up  to  receive  sentence  on 
the  Wednesday  following. 

While  Lord  Mansfield  was  pro^ 
nouncing  sentence  on  the  appointed 
day  the  convict  shed  tears,  turned 
pale,  and  trembled  exceedingly ; 
and,  after  sentence,  he  begged  a 
fortnight  to  make  proper  prepara- 
tion for  his  death  ;  but  the  Coart 
generously  granted  him  a  month* 

From  his  first  apprehension  bjr 
the  king's  messengers  his  behaviour 
had  been  remarkably  reserved,  fie 
declined  all  conversation  on  'his  pri- 
vate affairs,  and  was  visited  by  very 
few  except  his  confessor.  He  was 
so  reduced,  while  in  Newgate^  as  to 
be  obliged  to  pawn  hit  sword  and 
linen  for  his  support. 

A  respite  was  sent  for  him  early 
on  the  morning  on  which  he  wiis  to 
have  been  executed,  and  afterwards 
a  reprieve  during  the  king's  plea« 
sure.  After  this  he  conynned 
above  three  years  In  Newgate,  and 
then  embarked  for  France,  on  ob- 
taining a  free  pardon. 

It  was  presumed  that  the  political 
reason  for  respiting  Dr.  Henaey 
arose  from  a  view  to  discover  hb 
accomplices.  If  he  had  any ;  but,  as 
no  sneh  discovery  wa0  ever  mMle, 
it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
the  favour  shown  him  arose  from  a 
different  cause. 

At  the  time  Hensey  was  appre- 
hended his  brother  was  secrstftry 
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IHid'cliiiplaifi  to4he  SfMuUb  ambas- 
itador  at  the  Haf  oe.  To  tbit  bro- 
ther he  wrote  aa  account  of  hii 
niifortoiids ;  in  eonteqneoce  of 
^htcb  the  Spanish  ambassador  at 
Jiondon  was  applied  tob^rthegeo- 
ileoian  in  similar  officeat  the  Hagne; 
«iid  anch  representations  were  made 
to  the  English  ministry,  that  the 
reprieve  above  mentioned  followed ; 
though  King  George  11.  could  not 
be  prerailed  on  to  grant  him«  free 
pardon  ;-  but  soon  after  tlie  acces* 
Moa   of   the   late  king  this  par- 


don was  granted,  and  the  prisoner 
discharged,  on  i^rii^  the  nsnai  so* 
curit  J  for  his  good  beharionr. 

Yot,  though  pardoned,  we  would 
treat  him,  like  every  othM  traitor^ 
according  to  the  words  of  the  poet: 

^-— '  If,  ye  Poweri  divine. 
Ye  mark  the  moreinenU  of  this  netber 

world. 
And  bring  tbarato  acoonn^  crash,  craih 

these  vipers. 
Who,  singled  out  by  a  comronniiy 
To  guard  their  righu,  shall,  for  a  grasp  of 

ore. 
Or  paltry  office^  leU  thtm  to  the  foe.'. 


JOSEPH  HA15EY, 

EXECUTED  VOll  MURBEB* 

Tbe  disposition  of  this  man  was    ^and  of  the  sliip,  began  to  treat 

the  men  with  gr^t  brutality,  abus- 
ing and  beating  them  without  cause 
or  mercy*  Complaint  was  freq  uent- 
]y.  made  to  the  captain,  and  he  was 
repeatedly  alarmeid  in  hb  cabin  by 
the  cry  of  murder :  but  he  was  not 
able  to  afford  the  sufferers  redress ; 
only  he  said  to  Halsey,  ^  Ualsey, 
we  have  but  few  men,  and,  if  you 


perCectly  similar  to  that  of  Captain 
Lowry,-  an  account  of  whose 
cruelties,  and  the  murder  for  which 
)ie  was  executed,  will  be  found  in 
the  preceding  pages. 

Joseph  Halsey  was  born  of  re- 
spectable parents  in  New  England, 
North  America,  who  gave  hira  an 
educatioi>  fit  for  a  navigator.  He 
was,  when  he  committed  the  mur- 
der in  question,  mate  of  the  ship 
Amazon,  commanded  by  Captain 
Gallop.  This  vessel  sailed  from 
Jamaica  for  liondon  the  latter  end 
of  June  or  the  beginning  of  July, 
having  on  board  Captain  Gallop ; 
Halsey,  the  mate ;  four  men,  John 
Faher,  Daniel  Davidson,  John  £d. 
wards,  and  Robert  Green ;  and 
two  boys,  Thomas  Symmes  and 
WilUam  Mitchell. 

Mitchell  was  aboot  sixteen  years 
of  age,  and  Symmes  seems  to  have 
been  cMer.  About  a  week  after 
the  Amazon  left  Jamaica  the  cap- 
tain was  taken  ill,  and  confined  to 
bis  cabin :  the  command,  therefore, 
devolved  upon  Halsey.  About  the 
tame  time,  also,  the  vessel  sprung  a 
leilk,  so  that  her  hands  Were  obliged 
to  piunp  to  keep  her  clear.  Hal- 
spy^  es  soon'  as  be  took  the  eom^ 


murder  them,  who  will  take  care  of 
the  ship  ?'  The  captain's  remon- 
strance, however,  produced  no  ef- 
fect, and  soon  after  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  pump.  Edwards  and 
JQavidson  w^re  taken  ill :  this  af- 
forded Halsey's  cruelty  a  new  sub- 
ject of  gratification ;  he  compelled 
tbe  sick  to  work  aa  long  as  those 
that  were  well ;  and,  perceiving  that 
they  were  feeble,  and  not  able  to 
clear  the  same  quantity  of  water  in 
the  same  time,  he  compelled,  them 
to  continue  pumping  double  the 
time  that  was  allotted  to  tl^e  rest : 
the  men,  indeed,  compassionated  the 
poor  sufferers,  and  voluntarily  of« 
fered  to  pump  for  them,,  or  assist 
them  while  they  were  pumping; 
but  this  Halsey  would  not  suf- 
f(jr.  .     . 

The  captain,  in  the  mean  time^ 
hearing  th^  poor  fellows  were  sick^ 
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•sent  tbem^  out  solne  fresh  provi* 
••ion  from  his  (able,  which  Halsejr 
would  not  suffer  them  to  partake 
of;  neither  did  his  diabolical  bar« 
barity  ^top  here ;  for  he  not  only 
beat  them  without  mercy,  some* 
times  with  a  board,  sometimes  with 
A  mopstick,  and  sometimes  with  a 
rope,  but,  when  their  watch  was 
JDfer,  .he  prohibited  them  the  r^ 
freshment  of  shelter  and  sleep,  and 
insisted  upon  poor  Davidson's  stand- 
ing upon  deck  all  night  in  the  rain, 
at  li  time  when  he  could  scarcely 
support  himself  on  his  legs,  and  had 
a  right  to  have  been  in  his  hammock. 

As  the  Amazon  was  in  a  fleet, 
and  under  coBToy,  it  was  often 
proposed  to  Halsey  to  send  the  two 
poor  sick  wretches  on  board  a  man 
of  war,  that  the  surgeon  might  take 
them  under  his  care,  and  that  two 
effective  men  might  be  sent  on 
board  in  their  stead ;  but  this  Hal. 
bey  refused,  though  he  knew,  if  he 
made  the  request,  it  would  have  been 
granted.  When  he  was  further 
urged,  he  said  he  had  no  clothes  fit 
to  go  on  board  the  man  of  war  in ; 
upon  which  both  Captain  Gallop 
lind  Captain  Ball,  captain  of  an. 
Other  Tcssel  in  the  fleet,  who  hap. 
pened  to  be  on  board  the  Amazon, 
some  offered  to  lend  him  clothes  ; 
but  he  absolutely  refused  to  accept 
them,  for  which  it  is  impossible  to 
assign  any  other  reason  than  that  he 
would  not  give  up  the  pleasure  he 
took  in  tormenting  the  men,  for  it 
was  manifestly  his  interest  to  have 
rather  effectual  men  than  sick  on 
board,  especially  considering  the 
condition  6f  his  vessel. 

After  that  he  persisted  in  treat- 
ing the  sick  men  in  the  same  man« 
ner,with  this  additional  aggravation, 
that,  though  he  allowed  every  other 
person  in  the  ship  three  quarts  of 
water  a  day,  he  allowed  them  only 
one  quart,  though  their  sickness  in- 
creased the  intolerable  thir8t,which. 


in  that  climate,  requires  more  than 
the  largest  of  these  allowances  to 
quench. 

Halsey,  that  he  might  indulge 
himself  in  contemplating  the  misery 
he  produced,  always  caused  the  two 
sick  men  to  be  upon  deck  whenever 
he  was  upon  deck  himself,  whether 
it  was  or  was  not  their  watch,  and 
used  frequently  to  make  Davidson 
stand  with  a  mop  held  out  in  his 
handjB,  as  a  soldier  holds  out  his 
musket,  for  many  successive  hours, 
without  intermission  or  refresh^ 
ment. 

To  this  astonishing  barliarit/ 
poor  Edwards  first  fell  a  martyr  ; 
he  died,  and  was  thrown  overboard. 

About  the  same  time  Davidson, 
tonsidering  his  fellow-sufferer  as 
having  escaped  the  misery  to  which 
he  was  still  condemned,  resolved  to 
follow  him,  and,  accordingly,  si- 
lently  let  himself  down  by  a  rope 
from  the  stc^n  into  the  sea,  in  hopes 
that  he  should  be  drowned,  and 
lose  both  his  misery  and  hb  life  to. 
gether ;  but  it  happened  that  Hal. 
sey  saw  him  as  he  rose  to  the  sur- 
face of  the  water ;  and  such  was  the 
inveteracy  of  his  malice,  that  he 
seized  a  rope  and  leaped  overboard 
to  bring  him  back,  declaring  that 
^  he  should  not  escape  him  so,'  and 
that  he  would  have  the  pleasure  of 
tormenting  him  a  little  longer. 
When  the  poor  wretch  was  brought 
on  board  he  was,  to  appearance, 
dead :  the  good  captain,  however, 
ordered  him  to  be  rolled,  that  the 
water  might  be  discharged;  and, 
when  he  came  to  himself,  directed 
that  he  should  be  dry  clothed. 
When  he  was  stripped,  in  order  to 
fulfil  these  humane  directions,  his 
body  appeared  to  be  bruised  almost 
from  head  to  foot. 

Halsey,  however,  did  not  relent ; 
he  continued  tormenting  him  by 
blows,  insults,  labour,  and  thirst : 
when  he  was  so  weak  that  he  could 
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^oUtftnd  Halsej  forcibly  drew  him 
vp  by  his  hands,  and,  tying  him  to 
the  shrouds,  first  beat  hiin,  and 
ikoi  left  him  in  that  condition  for 
more  than  an  hoar :  when  he  was 
Botied  he  feli-down.  The  man  that 
came  up  the  next  watch  found  him 
lying  under  the  boat  on  the  bare 
deck;  about  four  hours  after  he 
was  seen  lying  on  a  sail ;  and  in  the 
morning  he  was  found  dead. 

The  captain  dying  at  sea,  and 
Halsey  being  obliged  to  ask  the  as. 
sistance  of  a  man  of  war,  which  be- 
fore  be  had  refused,  obtained  two 
men  in  the  room  of  Edwards  and  Da- 
vidson, and  brought  the  ship  home. 


He  continued  to  beat  the  rest  of 
the  crew  during  the  remainder  of 
the  voyage,  notwithstanding  the 
murders  he  had  already  committed  ; 
but  when  he  came  into  port,  a  com. 
plaint  being  made,  he  was  taken 
into  custody;  and  the  facts  here  re- 
duced to  a  narrative  having  been 
proved,  he  was  condemned,  and 
suffered  at  Execution  Dock,  March 
the  14th,  1750,  without  any  cir. 
cumstance  of  pain  or  infamy  that 
would  not  have  been  then  inflicted 
on  a  petty  thief  who  had  pilfered  a 
silk  handkerchief  from  a  passenger 
in  the  street. 


Wheatley  doing  Penance  in  Church. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  WHEATLEY, 

SBNTBNCED  TO  DO  PUBLIC  PBNANCE  FOR  ADULTEttY* 


Wb  consider  it  a  part  of  our  duty 
to  give  our  readers  occasionally  ad 
account  of  the  various  modes  of 
ponishment,  for  the  commission  of 
crimes,  in  distant  nations. 

VOL.  II. 


No  guilt  is  more  frequent  than 

adultery,  and  none,  in  its  progress, 

more  tending  to  fatal  consequences; 

involving  whole  families  in  ruin, 

and  driving  otlters  to  seek  revenge 
49  1^ 
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In  tke  UdDd  of  the  bppller»of  their 
honour*      ' 

That  adultery  10  a  crime  which 
hdi  heen  detested  by  all  wise  and 
good  people,  as  scandalous  In  its 
nature,  pernicious  to  society,  and 
destraetife  of  religiou,  appears  by 
the  tarions  serere  laws  and  punrth- 
nents  by  which  legislators  and  nia« 
gistrates  hare  endearoured  to  re^ 
strain  it* 

The  histories  of  the  ancient  hea« 
thens  tell  us  that  they  thought  it  a 
crime  do  retry  black  and  abominable, 
that  4hey  hare  compared  ii  to  ta- 
crilege,  or  to  robbing  of  temples ; 
and  their  philosophers  judged  it  to 
be  worse  than  perjury*  The  old 
Ethiopians  ranked  it  with  treason, 
as  a  crime  of  the  like  nature  and 
guilt ;  and  the  Egyptians  had  a  law 
that  the  man  guilty  of  it  should  hare 
a  thousand  stripes,  and  that  the 
woman  should  lose  her  nose,  as  a 
mark  of  perpetual  infamy* 

The  ancient  Athenians  pnnished 

all  adulterers  with  death,  and  even 

those   who    were    only   suspected 

with  some  less  penalty.    It  was  the 

!  to  throw 

adiong  into 

uUery  was, 

rime  among 

in  the  court 

ime  the  f  re. 

s,  murders, 

lamities,   in 

stes  and  his 
%^d   by  the 
ith  Xerxes 
horrible   to 
(le^tofAp- 
podines  the  physician,  for  debauch- 
ing Amytis,  the  widow  of  Mega- 
byzus,  is  also  most  shocking  and 
«er^ibte. 

.  The  okl  laiv^if  era  of  Greece  puw 
nished  this  crime  with  death. 

Among  the-Lybians  it  was  the 
•astom   to    treat  .married   women 


guilty  of  adoltery  in  the  lAofC 
serere  raann6r,  without  mercy  and 
without  pardon. 

In  a  certain  city  of  Crete,  wheit 
an  adulterer  was  caught  in  the  fact, 
and  judicially  conricted,  ho  was 
first  adjudged  to  be  corered  with  a 
crown  of  wool,  in  derision  of  his 
soft  and  effeminate  nature,  signiJ 
fied  by  that  material  and  the  animal 
whence  it  was,  taken,  then  publicli* 
to  pay  a  heary  fine,  and  to  be 
rendered  incapable  of  bearing  any 
office  in  the  gorernment. 

The  King  of  the  Tenideans  made 
a  law  that  the  adalterer  should  be 
beheaded  with  an  axe;  and  com^ 
manded  his  own  son,  found  guilty 
of  this  fact,  to  be  put  to  death  in 
that  manner. 

The  I^epreans  made  a  law  that 
the  men  should  be  led  round  the 
city  for  three  days  together,  and 
then  burnt  in  the  face  with  a  brand 
of  indelible  infamy  ;  and  that  the 
women  should  stand  in  the  market, 
place  for  eleren  successire  day9^ 
clothed  only  with  a  thin  transparent 
garment,  which  should  hang  loose 
and  untied,  in  order  to  expose  tbein 
more  to  public  shame,  contempt, 
and  laughter. 

flippomines,  one  of  the  kings  of 
Athens,  having  caught  an  adulterer 
with  his  daughter  Limona,  t>rdercd 
him  to  be  tied  to  the  wheel  of  a 
chariot,  and  her  to  one  of  the 
horses,  and  to  be  dragged  about 
the  streets  till  they  died ;  a  shame* 
ful  and  horrid  spectacle  to  ibe 
whole  City,  but  a  public  example 
of  the  most  serere  and  impartial 
justice. 

Dio  the  consul,  the  first  King 
6f  the  Romans,  made  a  law  that 
the  faulty  wife  should  be  put  to 
death  lifter  what  maniMf  her  hus. 
bafid  or  relatiotts  thought  fit ;  which 
law  was  afterwards  confirmed,  and 
Continued  in  force  many  years. 
But  the  rigidly  tirtno«t^  Catd  aU 
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lowed  (he  husband  to  dispatoh  his 
wife  immediately  on  findinf^  her 
guilty,  without  staying  for  the 
forms  of  justice.  Many  also  of 
die  Roman  emperors  punished  this 
crime  with  present  death ;  though 
it' must  be  confessed,  indeed,  that 
many  others  of  them,  with  their 
empresses  aod  daughters,  and  ladies 
of  the  highest  quality,  when  Rome 
was  declining,  were  notoriously 
guilty. 

We  read  of  many  Julias  and 
Messalinas  in  the  reign  of  the 
twelve  CsBsars,  and  so  downwards, 
for  a  great  length  of  thne. 

This  Tice  soon  after  became  very 
common  among  them  in  the  days 
^  their  conquests,  national  infln. 
eneoy  and  prosperity ;  and  yctj  such 
diligence  and  labour  had  there  been 
••ad  to  bring  offenders  to  condign 
paQishment,  that  Tacitus  says,  when 
ne  was  a  chief  officer  of  Rome,  he 
fouad  in  the  public  records  the 
names  of  three  thousand  who  had 
been  put  to  death  for  committing 
ndttltery.  Even  the  heathen  Ro. 
BHun  always  punished  malefactors 
oonTieted  of  this  crime  by  banish* 
aent,  and^  in  cases  of  the  highest 
d^ree,  with  death. 

The  Hungarians,  in  those  days 
when  Tirtue  was.  in  more  esteem 
tium  at  present,  made  death  the 
puflisfament,  with  dreadfal  inflic- 
tion. The  father  was  compelled  to 
eocidnet  and  forre  his  own  daugh. 
tor  to  the  place  of  execution,  the 
husband  his  wife,  and  the  brother 
Ms  sister. 

In  Old  Saxony  a  woman  cou^ 
ntfted  of  this  crime  was  punished 
,  prociselj  as  the  English  law  punish* 
ed  the  murderer  of  her  husband— 
stnuigled,  and  then  burnt  to  ashes. 
The  adulterer  was  then  hung  up 
ofw  her  grare ;  or  else  the  chaste 
natfooi  of  the  town  where  the 
litt  was  oommitted  had  liberty  to 
Usn  with  whips  and  rods. 


froni  one  fillage  to  another,  until 
he  died. 

The  Turlcs  adopted  the  Leviticrt 
law,  and  stoned  such  offenders  t6 
death  ;  thpugh,  before  the  law  of 
Moses,  the  adulteress,  when  con. 
demaedf  was  burnt  ali?e. 

In  holy  writ,  the  prophet  Jerei 
miah  intimates  that  the  King  of 
Babylon  was  more  cruel  than  any 
other  monarch,  for  he  roasted  to 
death  Zedekiah,  the  son  of  Maa- 
seiah,  and  Ahad,  the  son  of  Koi 
laiali,  because  they  had  committed 
adultery  with  their  neighbours* 
wires. 

At  this  day,  in  Turkey,  adulter 
ries  are  often  punished  by  drowns 
ihg  the  guilty  woman,  and  castrat* 
ing  the  man. 

The  Spaniards  and  the  Italians, 
by  nature  jealous  and  serere,  where- 
ever  they  suspect  a  man  guilty  with 
their  wives,  wait  an  opportunity  of 
plunging  a  dagger  secretly  into  his 
heart 

In  France,  five  hundred  years 
ago,  two  gentlemen  of  Normandy, 
who  were  brothers,  were  flayed 
alive,  and  hung  upon  gibbets,  for 
adultery. 

Modern  writers  have  stigmatised 
this  crime  with  the  name  it  de« 
serves —a  most  execrable  villainy. 
Some  of  the  old  fathers  of  the 
Church  have  declared  their  minds 
with  such  sharpness  and  vehemencOji 
as  to  pronounce  it,  in  many  cases, 
unpardonable* 

If  we  look  into  the  old  books  of 
the  civil  and  canon  laws  we  shaH 
find  that  the  sereral  punishments 
made  and  ordained -by  them  were 
either  death  by  the  sword  or  the 
loss  of  their  noses,  or  some  singu. 
lar  brand  of  infamy,  or  som^  largd 
pecuniary  mulct,  or  banishiUent ; 
as  we  find  by  the  old  statutes  of 
the  Belgians  and  Hollanders.  If  a 
father  caught  his  daughter  in  the 
fact|  he  might  kill  her  and  her  gal- 
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lant  upon  the  spot ;.  bat  a  husband 
was  empowered,  in  the  like  cas^, 
to  put  the^  latter  only  to  death,  but 
the  wife  was  reserved  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  law. 

.  Adultery,  from  being  more  im. 
mediately  an  offence  against  the 
Church,  has  been  generally  ex. 
cepted  out  of  the  acts  of  pardon 
and  indemnity,  as  an  evil  in  itself, 
or  of  that  nature  which  kings 
themselves  cannot  or  will  not  par- 
don. 

It  would  bo  endless  to  recount 
the  many  kingdoms  and  reiiublics, 
with  all  their  different  laws  and 
customs,  where  this  abominable 
crime  hath  been,  and  still  is,  chas- 
Used  and  eiiposed  with  very  signal, 
infamous,  painful,  and  terrible  puh 
oishments.  In  England,  we  are 
sorry  to  say,  its  commission  now 
too  often  goes  unpunished,  whether 
in  the  prince  or  the  pickpocket. 

Let,  however,  this  short  extract 
from  eminent  authors,  contrasted 
with  its  barefaced  commission  in  our 
own  country,  give  the  immoral  and 
incontinent  a  specimen  of  the  opi- 
nion of  the  wise  and  sober  part  of 
mankind;  and  let  them  dread  the 
examples  of  the  downfal  of  mighty 
fmpir^s  from  profligacy,  lest  its 
general  adoption  hurl  their  country 
into  the  like  fate. 
.  Yett  in  the  present  day,  aduU 
terjy  which  we  have  shown  to  have 
been  held  in  much  abhorrence  in 
ancient  times,  and  punished  with 
great  severity,  is  degenerated  into 
»  kind  of  fashionable  and  expensive 
vice  among  the  rich  of  all  the 
polished  nations  of  Europe ;  while 
the  poor  laborer,  surrounded  by 
children  born  in  wedlock,  and  yet 
crying  for  bread,  only  heaves  a 
sigh  at  such  enormities. 

A  vice  indulged  in  by  the  ex. 
ample  of  the  great  must  spread 
like  contagion,  and  every  thought- 
less youBg  man  become  infected. 


When  the  great,  though  bound  bjr 
the  marriage  vow,  live  in  open  and 
voluptuous  adultery,  lesser  men 
will  have  their  concubines  too  ;  and 
thus  wives  are  deserted,  and  left 
either  to  pine  under  neglect,  or, 
roused  by  their  wrongs,  desperatelj 
to  seek  retaliation. 

Thenumberof  kept  women  in  and 
about  the  metropolis  we  have  already- 
calculated.  (See  Vol.  I.  page  30.} 
Most  of  them  are  maintained  in  af. 
fluence ;  and,  having  no  kind  of  re- 
gard either  for  the  person  or  the 
property  of  their  dupe,  they  launch 
into  every  kind  of  extravagance 
and  dissipation. 

Corruption  of  morals  in  the 
people,  though  the  progress  be 
slow,  will  surely  prove  the  down- 
fal of  their  nation.  When  the 
hardy  warriors  of  ancient  Kom€ 
quitted  ^  the  trade  of  arms,*  and', 
for  the  martial  step,  substituted  '  • 
'  Lore's  majesty  to  strut  l>efore  a  wlintoii 
anibliug  njtoph/  •    - 

then  commenced  that  degeneracy 
which  in  time  overwhelmed  Iheir 
mighty  empire,  and  left  them  aii 
effeminate  race,  contemptible  to 
those  very  nations  they  had  for* 
merly  conquered.  > 

About  the  year  1759  the  crime 
of  adultery  was  proved,  with  ag. 
gravated  circumstances,  against  'a 
profligate  fellow,  under  the  mask  of 
Purjtanism,  of  the  name  of  Wheat- 
ley.  .  This  man  was  a  Methodist 
preacher,  who  was  styled  Reverend, 
and  a  schoolmaster  at  Norwich. 

He  was  brought  to  trial  for 
adultery  committed  with  several  of 
his  neighbours'  wives,  all  profess, 
ing  Methodism,  at  the  Ecclesiastical 
Court  of  the  Bishop  of  Norwich. 

Sufficient  proof  having  been  ad- 
duced, the  judge  declared  the  said 
Wheatley  to  be  a  lewd,  debaiiched4 
incontinent,  and  adulterous  man ; 
and  that  he  had  committed  the 
crimes  of  adultery,  fornication,  and 
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iocontinence,  to  the  great  scandal 
of  good  men,  and  pernicious  to  the 
example  of  others.  He  was  then 
sentenced  to  do  public  penance  in 
a  linen  cloth,  in  the  parish  church, 
with  a  paper  pinned  to  his  breast, 
denoting  his  crime ;  and  condemned 
to  pay  the  costs  of  the  snit. 

Formerly  adulterers  were  ex- 
posed to  public  odium  and  deri- 
sion,  in  white  sheets,  in  the  parish 
church.  The  story  in  the  'Spec- 
tator,^ of  the  adulteress  riding  on  a 
black  rara,  is  founded  on  fact : 

*  At  East  Bourne  and  West 
Bourne,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  if 
a  customary  tenant  die,  the  widow 
shall  haTe  what  the  law  calls  her 
free  bench  in  all  hh  copyhold 
landj   du/n  sola  el  casta  Jucrit ; 


that  is,  xehiU  she  lives  single  and 
chaste  ;  but,  if  she  commit  incontU 
nency,  she  forfeits  her  estate :  ytty 
if  she  will  come  into  court,  riding 
backward  upon  a  black  ram,  .with 
his  tail  in  her  hand,  and  say  the 
following  words,  the  steward  is 
bound  by  the  custom  to  re-admit 
her  to  her  free  bench  : 

'  Here  I  am. 
Hiding  apon  a  black  ram. 
Like  a  whore  as  I  ai%; 
And  for  inj  crincum  crancum 
Have  Io5t  my  bincwn  bancum. 
And  for  ray  taiTs  game 
Have  done  this  worldly  shame ; 
Therefore  T  pray  yon,  Mr.  Steward, 
Let  me  have  my  land  again.' 

There  is  a  like  custom  in  the 
manor  of  Torre,  in  Devonshire, 
and  other  parts  of  the  west. 


MARY  EDMONDSON, 

EXECUTED  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  UER  AUNT. 


There  is,  and  perhaps  ever  will 
remain,  a  mystery  in  the  case  of 
this  convict.  If  she  was  guilty, 
she  was  one  of  the  vilest  of  hypo- 
crites ;  if  not,  the  circumstances 
against  her  were  so  strong  that  the 
jury  could  scarcely  avoid  convict, 
ing  her. 

This  unhappy  girl  was  thedaugh. 
tcr  of  a  farmer  near  Ijeedn^in  York- 
shire, but  went  to  reside  with  her 
aant,  Mrs.  Walker,  of  ilotherhithe, 
who.  was  a  «%idow  lady. 

With  this  aunt  she  lived  two 
years,  comporting  herself  in  the 
most  decent  manner,  and  regularly 
attending  the  duties  of  religion. 

A  lady  named  Toucher  having 
spent  the  evening  with  Mrs.  Walk- 
er, Mary  Edmoudson  lighted  her 
across  the  street  on  her  ^  ay  home ; 
and,  soon  after  her  return,  a  wo- 
man,  who  cried  oysters  through 
the  street,  observed  that  the  door 
was  open,  and  heard  the  girl  cry 
out  *Help!  murder!  thry  have 
killed  my  aunt !' 


£dmondson  now  ran  to  the  house 
of  Mrs,  Odell,  wringing  her  hands, 
and  t)ewai]ing  the  misfortune;  and, 
the  neighbours  being  by  this  timo 
alarmed,  some  gentlemen  went 
from  a  public  house  where  they  had 
spent  the  evening,  determined  to 
inquire  into  the  affair. 

They  found  Mrs.  Walker  with 
her  throat  cut,  lying  on  her  right 
side,  and  her  head  near  a  table, 
which  was  covered  with  linen.  One 
of  the  gentlemen,  named  Hollo- 
way,  said  ^  This  is  very  strange; 
1  know  not  what  to  make  of  it: 
let  us  examine  the  girl.' 

Her  account  of  the  matter  was, 
that  four  men  had  entered  at  the 
back  door,  one  of  whom  putting 
his  arms  round  her  aunt's  neck, 
another,  who  was  a  tall  man, 
dressed  in  black,  swore  that  ho 
would  kill  her  if  she  spoke  a  single 
word. 

Mr.  Holloway,  observing  that 
the  girl's  arm  was  cut,  asked  her 
how  it  had  happened  |  to  which 
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she  replied  that  one  of  the  meoi  in 
attempting  to  get  opt,  had  jammed 
it  with  the  doof^;  bnt  Holloway 
judging^  from  all  appearances,  that 
no  men  had  been  in  the  house, 
said  he  did  not  believe  her,  but  sup. 
,posed  she  was  the  murderer  of  her 
aunt. 

On  this  charge  she  fell  into  a  fit, 
and,  being  removed  to  a  neigh, 
hour's  house,  was  blooded  by  a 
surgeon,  ai^  continued  there  till 
the  following  day,  when  the  coro- 
ner's inquest  sat  on  the  body,  and 
brought  in  a  verdict  of  wilful  mur- 
der ;  in  consequence  of  which  she 
vas  committed  to  prison. 

Mrs.  Walker's  executors,  anxious 
to  discover  the  truth,  caused  the 
house  to  be  diligently  searched,  and 
found  that  a  variety  of  things, 
which  Mary  Edmondson  had  said 
were  stolen,  were  not  missing ;  nor 
could  they  discover  that  any  thing 
was  lost.  Mrs.  Walker's  watch, 
and  some  other  articles,  which  she 
said  had  been  carried  off  by  the 
murderers,  were  found  under  the 
ioov  of  the  privy. 

Being  committed  to  the  New 
Gaol,  Southwark,  she  remained 
there  till  the  next  assizes  for  Sar« 
»ey,  when  she  was  tried  at  King. 
aton,  and  convicted  on  evidence 
irhidi,  though  acknowledged  to  be 
circumstantial,  was  such  as,  in  the 
general  opinion,  admitted  little 
doubt  of  her  guilt. 

She  made  a  defence  indeed ;  bnt 
there  was  not  enough  of  probability 
ip  it  to  have  any  weight. 


Being  condemned  on  Saturdaj 
to  be  executed  on  the  Monday  foU 
lowing,  she  was  lodged  in  the  prison 
9f.  Kingston,  whence  she  wrote  to 
her  parents,  most  solemnly  avow, 
ing  her  innocence.  She  likewise 
begged  that  the  minister  of  the 
parish  would  preach  a  sermon  on 
the  occasion  of  her  death. 

She  asserted  her  innocence  on 
the  Sunday,  when  she  was  visited 
by  a^clergyman,  and  several  other 
people ;  yet  was  her  behaviour  de^ 
vout,  and  apparently  sincere. 

Being  taken  out  of  prison  on  the 
Monday  morning,  she  got  into  a 
postchaise  with  the  keeper,  and, 
arriving  at  the  Peacock,  in  Ken« 
nington  Lane,  about  nine  o'clock, 
Where  she  drank  a  glass  of  wine, 
and  then  being  put  into  a  cart,  was 
conveyed  to  the  place  of  execution, 
where  she  behaved  deyoutly,  and 
made  the  following  address  to  the 
surrounding  multitude : — 

<  It  is  now  too- late  to  trifle  eilher 
with  God  or  man.  I  solemnly  de- 
clare that  I  am  innocent  of  the 
crime  laid  to  my  charge.  1  am 
very  easy  in  my  mind,'  as  I  suffer 
with  as  much  pleasure  as  if  I  was 
going  to  sleep.  I  freely  forgive 
my  prosecutors,  and  earnestly  beg 
your  prayers  for  my  departing  soul.' 

She  was  executed  on  Kenning, 
ton  Common,  April  the  ^,  1750 ; 
after  which  her  body  was  con- 
veyed to  St.  Thomas's  Hospital,. 
Southwark,  and  there  dissected, 
agreeably  to  the  laws  respecting 
munlerers. 


EUGENE  ARAM, 

<  EXECUTED  FOR  MUROEE. 

.  We  are  now  arrived  at  that  pe.  high  educatioQ ;  thccefore  little  to 

riod  which  brings  to  our  view,  per.  be  suspected  of  committing  so  very 

baps^the  most  remarkable  and  e^tra-  fouf  a  crime.    The  discovery  of 

ordinary  trial  in  our  whole  Calendar,  the  murder  is  a  striking  proof  thtfl 

',  The  perpetrator  was  a  mi^n  of  from  the  eye  of  Provideoce  nothing 

extraordinary  endowments,  and  of  can  be  concealed. 
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.  This  case,  opcd  the  topic  of  ge^ 
neral  eonvirrsaUuii,  and  the  subject 
of  almost  everj  pen,  we  have  care^ 
fliHy  gleaned  frotn  tbe  records  and 
priota  of  tbe  day,  and  compiled, 
perhaps,  a  more  particular  account 
of  this  myyt^rioqa  matter  than  has 
y^t  been  presented  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Eugene  Aram  was  born  in  a 
Tillage  called  Netherdale,  In  York* 
shircy  in  tbe  year  1 704,  of  an  an. 
cieot  family,  one  of  his  ancestors 
haying  served  the  office  pf  high 
ahcriff  for  that  county  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  111,  The  vicissitudes 
of  fortune. had,  however,  reduced 
them,  as  we  find  the  father  of 
Eugene,  a  poor,  but  honest  man, 
by  profession  a  gardener;  in  which 
walk  of  life  he  ivas,  nevertheless, 
greatly  respected^ 

From  the  high  erudition  of  the 
unfortunate  subject  under  copsj. 
deration  he  may  be  truly  called  a 
prodigy.  On  the  very  slender  stock 
of  learning  found  in  a  day-schooj 
he  built  a  fabric  which  would  have 
been  worthy  tbe  shoulders  of  our 
literary  Atlas,  Dr.  Johnson.  It  may 
he  truly  said  that,  like  M^NalJy, 
th^  celebrated  Irish  barrister  and 
admirable  dramatist,  be  was  self* 
taught*  As  the  one  excelled  in  bis 
profession  as  usbei*  to  an  acaden^y, 
ao  ilid  the  othfjr  as  an  advocate  at 
the  bar  of  justice. 

In  the  iniaiicy  of  Aram  his  pa- 
Ee»tf  removed  to  another  village, 
oailed  Sbelton,  near  Newby,  in  tbe 
same  county  ;  and,  when  about  b'lx 
years  of  age,  his  father,  who  had 
lakl  by  a  small  sum  from  bis  weekly 
labour,  made  a  purchase  of  a  little 
cottage  in  l^ndgate,  near  Rippon, 

When  h^  was  about  thirteea  or 
fourteen  years  of  ag^  he  wqnjt  to  hia 
father  ia  Newby,  and  attended  him 
10' the  family  there  till  the  death 
of  Sir  Edward  Blackett.  It  was 
Ib  ihe.ho4ise  «f  thisgentlem^,  to 
wk^m  his  fatjiier  was  ga^fim^^  ^M 


his  propepsHy  for  ljtep;atL^r/d  ^rf^ 
appfiared*  He  w^,  incjeedyalws^f 
of  a  solitfiry  disposition,  apd  up^, 
coinn>ot^y  fou<}  pf  retirement  and 
books ;  aqd  here  he  enjoyed  all  the 
advantages  of  leisure  , and  privacy* 
(le  appliec)  himself  at  first  chiefly 
to  mathematical  studies,  in  whic^ 
he  U)ade  a  considerable  proficiency* 
At  aboi^t  sixteen  years  of  age  hp 
was  sent  to  London,  to  the  house  of 
Mr,  Christopher  Blackett,  whom 
he  served  for  some  time  in  the  ca^ 
pacity  of  bpok.keeper.  After  con^ 
tinning  here  a  year  or  more  he 
was  taken  with  the  small  pox,  and 
suffered  severely  under  that  distefn^ 
per.  He  afterwards  returned  into 
Yorkshire,  in  consequence  of  an 
invitation  from  his  father,  and  ther# 
continued  to  prosecute  his  studies; 
but  found  in  polite  literature  n^uch 
greater  charms  than  in  the  matba- 
matics,  which  occasioned  him  now 
chiefly  to  apply  himself  to  poetry^ 
history,  and  antiquities.  After  ih\^ 
he  was  invited  to  Netberdalp,  whe^o 
he  engaged  in  a  school,  and  ipa^r.i^* 
But  this  marriage  proved  an  un- 
happy connexion ;  for  to  the  n^is^ 
conduct  of  his  wife  he  afterwarda 
attributed  the  misfortunes  that  be^ 
fell  him.  In  the  mean  while,  hav- 
ing perceived  his  deficiency  in  the 
learned  languages,  he  applied  hiia«* 
self  to  the  grammatical  study  of  th^ 
Latin  and  Greek  tongues;  after 
which  he  read,  with  great  aWdjty 
and  diligence,  all  the  Latin  claaBies^ 
J^istorians,  and  poeta.  He  then 
went  through  the  Greek  Testa^ 
ment;  and,  lastjy,  ventured  npoii 
Hesiod,  Homer,  Theocfltus,  Hffr 
rodotus,  and  Thucydides,  together 
with  iail  tbe  Greek  tragedians^  Ia 
1734  William  Norton,  Esq.  ageo* 
ti^eman  who  had  a  frieodship  foir 
him,  invited  hi^i  ^o  Kj^t^esboroMg)!. 
Here  he  ^cquirpd  the  kuQwle^e  ol 
the  Hebrew,  aud  read  ib«  Pe^tii* 
ieM^i  in  tba^  l^^W*    jn  1744 
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hie  returned  to  London^  and  served 
the  Rer.  Mr.  Plainblanc,  in  Picca. 
dilly,  as  usher  in  Latin  and  writing ; 
and,  with  this  gentleman's  assist, 
ance,  he  acquired  the  knowledge 
of  the  French  language.  He  was 
afterwards  employed  as  an  usher 
and  tutor  in  several  different  parts 
of  England  ;  during  ^hich  time  he 
became  acquainted  with  heraldry 
and  botany.  He  also  ventured  upon 
Ghaldee  and  Arabic ;  the  former  of 
which  he  found  easy  from  its  near 
connexion*  with  the  Hebrew. 

He  then  investigated  the  Celtic  in 
all  its  dialects ;  and,  having  begun  to 
form  collections,  and  make  com  pa* 
risons  between  the  Celtic,  the  Eng. 
lish,  the  Latin,  the  Greek,  and  the 
Hebrew,  and  found  a  great  affinity 
between  them,  he  resoNed  to  pro- 
ceed through  all  these  languages, 
and  to  form  a  comparatire  lexicon, 
fiut,  amid  these  learned  labours 
and  Inquiries,  it  appears  that  Aram 
committed  a  crime  which  could  not 
naturally  have  been  expected  from 
a  man  of  so  studious  a  turn,  as  the 
inducement  that  led  htm  to  it  was 
merely  the  gain  of  wealth,  of  which 
the  scholar  is  seldom  covetous. 
On  the  8th  of  February,  1745,  he, 
in  conjunction  with  a  man  named 
Richard  Houseman,  murdered  one 
Daniel  Clarke,  a  shoemaker  at 
Knaresborough. 

This  unfortunate  roan,  having 
lately  married  a  woman  of  a  good 
family,  industriously  circulated  a 
report  that  his  wife  was  entitled  to- 
rn considerable  fortune,  which  he 
should  soon  receive.  In  conse. 
quence  of  this,  Aram,  and  Richard 
Housttnan,  conceiving  hopes  of 
auikiog  advantage  of  this  circum. 
stance,  persnad^  Clarke  to  make 
an  ostentatious  show  of  his  own 
riches,  to  induce  his  wife's  relations 
to  give  him  that  fortune  of  which 
he  bad  boasted.  There  was  saga- 
mtyy  if  not  honesty,  in  this  adiice; 


for  the  world  in  general  are  more 
free  to  assist  persona  In  affluencd 
than  those  in  distress. 

Clarke  was  easily  induced  to 
comply  with  a  hint  so  agreeable  to 
his  own  desires ;  on  which  he  bor- 
rowed, and  bought  on  credit,  m 
large  quantity  of  silver  plate,  with 
jewels,  watches,  rings,  See  He 
told  the  persons  of  whom  he  pur- 
chased that  a  merchant  in  Loivdoii 
had  sent  him  an  order  to  buy  sacfar 
plate  for  exportation ;  and  no  doabt 
was  entertained  of  his  credit  till  hi^ 
sudden  disappearance  in  Februar/, 
1745,  when  it  was  imagined  that 
he  bad  gone  abroad,  or  at  least  to 
London,  to  dispose  of  his  ill-ac- 
quired property. 

When  Clarke  was  possessed  of 
these  goods,  Aram  and  Houseman 
determined  to  murder  him,  in  order 
to  share  the  booty ;  and,  on  the 
night  of  the  8th  of  February,  1745, 
they  persuaded  Clarke  to  take  a 
walk  with  them,  in  order  to  con- 
sult upon  the  proper  method  to 
dispose  of  the  effects. 

On  this  plan  they  walked  into  a 
field,  at  a  small  distance  from  the 
town,  well  known  by  the  name  of 
St.  Robert's  Cave.  When  thcjr 
came  into  this  field  Aram  and 
Clarke  went  over  a  hedge  towards 
the  cave;  and,  when^they  had  got 
within  SIX  or  seven  yards  of  it, 
Houseman  (by  the  light  of  the 
moon)  saw  Aram  strike  Clarke 
several  times,  and  at  length  beheld 
him  fall,  but  never  saw  him  after- 
wards. This  was  the  state  of  the 
afiair  if  Houseman's  testimony  on 
the  trial  might  be  credited. 

The  murderers,going  home^hared 
Clarke's  ilNgotten  treasure,  the  half 
of  whieh  Houseman  concealed  in 
his  garden  for  a  twelvemonth,  and 
then  took  it  to  Scotland,  where  he 
sold  it.  In  the  mean  time  Aram 
carried  his  share  to  London,  where 
he  sold  it  to  a  Jew,  and  then  en- 
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gtged  hhnseif  as  an  usher,  as  al. 
ready  mentionfcl,  at  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Plalnblanc's  academy,  in  Piccadilly. 

After  this  he  was  osher  at  other 
schools  in  different  parts  or  the 
kii>gdoni ;  hot,  as  he  did  not  corrcs. 
pond  with  his  friends  in  Yorkshire, 
it  was  presumed  that  he  was  dead. 

Fourteen  years  passed  without 
the  smallest  clue  being  found  to  ac- 
cowit  for  the  sudden  exit  of  Clarke, 
till  10  the  year  1768  a  laborer  was 
employed  to  dig  for  stone  to  supply 
alime-kiln  at  a  place  called  Thistly 
Hill,  near  Knaresborough ;.  and, 
ha? ing  dag  about  two  feet  deep,  he 
found  the  bones  of  a  human  body, 
still  joined  to  each  other  by  the  li* 
gatures  of  the  joints,  the  body  ap- 
pearing to  hate  been  buried  double. 
This  incident  immediately  became 
the  subject  of  general  curiosify  and 
inquiry.  Some  hints  had  been  for- 
merly  thrown  out  by  Aram's  wife 
that  Clarke  was  murdered ;  and  it 
was  well  remembered  that  his  dis. 
appearance  was  rery  sudden. 

This  occasioned  Aram's  wife  to 
be  sent  for,  as  was  also  the  coro- 
ner, and  an  inquisition  was  entered 
into,  it  being  belie?ed  that  the 
skeleton  found  was  that  of  Daniel 
Clarke.  Mrs.  Aram  declared-  that 
she  believed  Clarke  had  been  mur- 


dered by  her  husband  and  Richard 
Houseman.  The  latter,  when  he 
was  brought  before  the  coroner, 
appeared  to  be  in  great  confusion, 
trembling,  changing  colour,  and 
faltering  in  his  speech,  during  the 
examination.  The  coroner  desired 
him  to  tal^e  up  one  of  the  bones, 
probably  to  observe  what  further 
effect  that  might  produce;  and 
Houseman,  accordingly  taking  up 
one  of  the  bones,  said,  ^  This  is  no 
more  Daniel  Clarke's  bone  than  it 
is  mine.'  ♦ 

These  words  were  pronounced  in 
such  a  manner  as  convinced  those 
present  that  they  proceeded  not 
from  Houseman's  supposition  that 
Clarke  was  alive,  but  from  his  cer- 
tain knowledi;^e  where  his  bones 
really  lay.  Accordingly,  after  some 
evasions,  he  said  that  Clarke  was 
murdered  by  Eugene  Aram,  and 
that  the  body  was  buried  in  St. 
Robert's  Cave,  near  Knaresbo. 
rough.  He  added,  further,  that 
Clarke's  head  lay  to  the  right,  in 
the  turn,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
cave ;  an<l  a  skeleton  was  accord- 
ingly found  there  exactly  in  the 
posture  he  described.  In  conse- 
quence of  this  confession  search 
Has  made  for  Aram,  and  at  length 
he  was  discovered  in  the  situation 


*  Murder  roav,  for  a  while,  be  concealed ;  but  the  foul  deed  rarely  remains  long  in 
darknesf.  About  the  time  when  this  guilty  wretch,  taken  by  surprise,  betrayed  that 
which  led  to  his  accusation  and  punishment,  the  chaiuber-maid  of  a  lady  of  distinction  at 
Valenciennes  murdered  her  mistress.  Her  lady  looking  into  the  cellar,  the  maid  pushed 
ber-  down  stairs,  and>  immediately  following  her,  stopped  her  mouth,  and  beat  her  over 
tbc  head  with  a  brick  till  she  killed  her :  the  murderess  then  went  upstairs,  dressed  her- 
self, attended  respers,  and  gave  out  that  her  mistress  was  gone  alone  to  Annain,  a  village 
about  a  league  off;  that  she  was  to  go  along  the  river  Scheld,  and  that  the  next  day  she 
was  to  carry  her  watch  and  jewels.  In  the  evening  she  returned  home,  cut  the  body  to 
pieces,  and  next  morning  carried  part  of  it  in  a  bag,  and  threw  it  into  the  Scheld ;  and, 
towBidt  the  evening,  she  did  the  same  with  the  remainder,  llie  same  day  she  carried 
tbe  watch  and  jewels  to  the  clergyman's  at  Annain,  expressed  much  concern  at  her  mis- 
tress's not  being  there,  and,  leaving  tbe  watch  and  jewels,  went  to  look  for  her,  as  she 
pretended.  On  the  5tb  she  returned,  took  away  the  watch  and  jewels,  and  carried  them 
to  ber  mistress's  sister;  and  that  day  some  pieces  of  the  body  being  found  in  the  Scheld, 
the  oobappy  wretch,  in  ber  guilty  confusion,  was  tbe  fiist  who  said  that  they  must  belong 
to  her  mistress,  who,  without  doubt,  had  been  murdered  in  going  to  Annain.  However, 
she  was  taken  up  and  examined,  and  people  sent  to  the  house,  who  discovered  several 
traces  of  murder :  upon  which  she  was  again  examined,  and,  after  much  prevarication  in 
htt-Kifmtth  she  at  last  acknowledged  the  whole  a£Fiair,  and  was  executed. 
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of  usher  to  ait  academy  at  Lynn, 
in  Norfolk.  He  waa  taken  from 
tbence  to  York  Castle,  and  on  the 
I3th  of  August,  174f9,  was  brought 
to  trial  at  the  county  assizes.  He 
was  found  guilty  on  th»  testimony 
of  Richard  Houseman,  who,  being 
arraigned,  and  acquitted,  became 
an  etidence  against  Aram ;  and 
whose  testimony  was  corroborated 
by  Mrs.  Aram,  and  strong  circum- 
stantial  eiidence.  The  plunder 
which  Aram  was  supposed  to  have 
derived  from  the  murder  was  not 
estimated  at  more  than  one  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds. 

His  defence,  for  ingenuity  and 
ability,  would  have  done  credit  to 
the  best  lawyers  at  the  bar.  He 
thus  addressed  (he  Court  and  jury: 

*  My  Lord, — I  know  not  whe- 
ther  it  is  of  right,  or  through  some 
indulgence  of  your  lord&hip,  that  I 
am  aUoHcd  the  liberty  at  this  bar, 
«nd  at  this  time,  to  attempt  a  de. 
fence,  incapable  and  uninstructed 
as  I  am  to  speak ;  since,  while  I 
see  so  many  eyes  upon  me,  so  nu* 
mcrous  and  awful  a  concourse, 
fixed  with  attention,  and  filled  with 
I  know  not  what  expectancy,  I 
labour  not  with  guilt,  my  lord, 
but  with  perplexity ;  for,  having 
never  seen  a  Court  bat  this,  being 
wholly  unacquainted  with  law,  the 
customs  of  the  bar,  and  all  judi. 
clary  proceedings,  I  fear  I  shall  bo 
-so  little  capable  of  s^pcaking  with 
propriety  in  this  place,  that  it  ex- 
ceeds my  hope  if  I  shall  bo  able  to 
speak  at  all. 

^  I  have  heard,  my  lord,  the  in* 
dictment  read,  wherein  I  find  my- 
self charged  with  the  highest  crime, 
with  an  enormity  I  am  altogether 
incapable  of ;  a  fact,  to  the  com- 
nisMon  of  which  there  goes  far 
more  insensibility  of  heart,  more 
profligacy  of  morals,  than  ev^r 
fell  to  my  lot;  and  nothing  pos- 
sibly could  have  admitted  a  pre- 


sumption  of  this  nature  but  u  dt* 
pravity  not  inferior  to  that  impsted 
to  me.  However,  as  I  stand  io* 
dieted  at  your  lordship's  bar^  and 
have  heard  what  is  called  evideaea 
adduced  in  supportof  such  acbarge» 
I  very  humbly  solicit  yonr  lard* 
ship's  patience,  and  beg  the  haartog 
of  this  respectable  audience,  wbile 
I,  single  and  unskilful,  destitute  c»f 
friends,  and  unassisted  by  counaely 
say  something,  perhaps,  like  argu* 
ment,  in  my  defence.  I  shall  con* 
sume  but  little  of  your  lordship's 
time:,  what  I  have  to  say  wilt  be 
short ;  and  this  brevity,  probably, 
will  be  the  best  part  of  it :  how, 
ever,  it  is  offered  with  all  possible 
regard  and  the  greatest  submissioa 
to  your  lordship's  eoiisideratioa, 
and  that  of  this  honorable  Court. 

<  First,  my  lord,  the  whole  tenour 
of  my  conduct  in  life  contradicts 
every  particular  of  the  indictroeui  : 
yet  had  I  never  said  this,  did  not 
my  present  circumstances  extort  it 
from  me,  and  seeai  to  make  it  ne- 
cessary. Permit  me  here,  my  lord, 
to  call  upoH  maligoity  itself,  so  long 
and  cruelly  busi^  in  this  prosecu^ 
tion,  to  charge  upon  me  any  in* 
morality  of  which  prejudice  "wu 
not  the  author.  No^  my  lord,  1 
concerted  no  schemes  of  fraud^ 
projected  no  violence,  injured  no 
man's  person  or  property ;  my  days 
were  honestly  laborious,  my  nights 
intensely  studious;  and  I  humbly 
conceive  my  notice  of  this,  espe- 
cially at  this  time,  will '  not  be 
thought  impertinent  or  unseason. 
able,  but,  at  least,  deserving  some 
attention ;  because,  my  lord,  that 
any  person,  after  a  temperate  use 
of  life,  a  series  of  thinking  and 
actinf  regularly,  and  without  one 
single  deviation  from  sobriety, 
should  plunge  into  the  very  def^ 
of  profligacy  precipitately  and  at 
once,  is  altogether  improJ^Me  and 
tinpreo^Rted,  and  absolutely  ia« 
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consistent  with  the  course  of  things. 
Mankind  is  ne?er  corrupted  at 
once;  villainy  is  always  progres- 
sive, and  declines  from  right,  step 
after  step,  till  every  regard  of  pro- 
bity is  lost,  and  every  sense  of  all 
moral  obligation  totally  perishes. 

<  Again,  ny  lord,  a  suipicion  of 
this  Und,  which  nothing  but  male* 
Tolence  could  entertain  and  igno- 
rance propagate,  is  violently  op- 
posed by  my  very  situation  at  that 
tiaie,  with  respect  to  health ;  for»  but 
a  little  space  before,  I  had  been  con- 
fined to  my  bed,  and  suffered  under 
a   Tery  long  and  severe  disorder, 
and  was  not  able,  for  half  a  year 
together,  so  much  as  to  walk*  The 
distemper  left  me,  indeed — yet  ilo w- 
Ijy  and  in  part;  but  so  macerated, 
so  enfeebled,  that  I  wa»  reduced  to 
crutches;  and,  so  far  from  being 
well  about  the  time  I  am  charged 
with  this  fact,  that  I  never,  to  this 
day,   perfectly  recovered.     Could, 
then,  a  person  in  this  condition  take 
any  thing  into  his  head  so  unlikely, 
so  extravagant  ?    I,  past  the  vigour 
of  my  age,  feeble  and  valetudinary, 
with  no  inducement  to  engage,  no 
al;>ility  to  accomplish,  no  weapon 
wherewith   to    perpetrate  such    a 
fact;    without    interest,    without 
power,   without'  motive,    without 
means. 

^  Besides,  it  must  needs  occur  to 
every  one  that  an  action  of  this 
strociou  nature  is  never  heard  of 
bat,  when  its  springs  are  laid  open, 
it  appears  that  it  was  to  support 
aorae  indolence,  or  supply  some 
Ipxury;  to  satisfy  some  avarice, 
or  oblige  some  malice ;  to  prevent 
,  some  real  or  some  imaginary  want: 
yel  I  lay  not  under  the  influence  of 
aay  one  of  these.  Surely,  my  lord, 
I  may,  consistently  with  both  truth 
sad  modesty,  affirm  thus  much; 
and  none  who  have  any  veracity, 
and  knew  me^  will  ever  question 
tkis. 


<  In  the  second  place,  the  disap- 
pearance of  Clarke  is  suggested  as 
an  argument  of  his  being  dead; 
but  the  uncertainty  of  such  an  in- 
ference from  that,  and  the  fallibi- 
lity of  all  concluiions  of  such  a 
sort  from  such  a  circumstance,  are 
too  obvious,  and  too  notorious,  to 
require  instances ;  yet,  superseding 
many,  permit  me  to  produce  a  very 
recent  one,  and  that  afforded  by 
this  castle. 

<  In  June,  1757,  William  Tbomp- 
son,  for  all  the  vigilance  of  this 
place,  in  open  daylight,  and  double^ 
ironed,  made  his  escape  ;  and,  not* 
withstanding  an  immediate  inquiry 
set  on  foot,  the  strictest  search, 
and  all  advertisement,  was  never 
seen  or  heard  of  since.  If  then 
Thompson  got  off  unseen,  through 
all  these  difficulties,  how  very  easy 
was  it  for  Clarke,  when  none  of 
them  opposed  him  ?  But  what  would 
be  thought  of  a  prosecution  com- 
menced against  any  one  seen  last 
with  Thompson  ? 

*  Permit  me  next,  my  lord,  to 
observe  a  little  upon  the  bones 
which  have  been  discovered,  it  is 
said  (which,  perhaps,  is  saying  very 
far)  that  these  are  the  skeleton  of 
a  roan.  It  is  possible,  indeed,  it 
may;  but  is  there  any  certain 
known  criterion  which  incontest- 
ably  distinguishes  the  sex  in  human 
booes  ?  Let  it  }>e  considered,  my 
lord,  whether  the  ascertaining  of 
this  point  ought  not  to  precede  any 
attempt  to  identify  them. 

^  The  place  of  their  depositum, 
too,  claims  much  more  attention 
than  is  commonly  bestowed  upon 
it ;  for,  of  all  places  in  the  world, 
none  could  have  mentioned  any  one 
wherein  there  was  grater  certainty 
of  finding  human  bones  than  a  her- 
mitage, except  he  should  point  oul 
a  church-yard ;  henaitages,  in  time 
past,  being  not  only  places  of  relii. 
gtoos  retirement,  but  of  burial  too : 
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and  it  has  scarce,  or  never,  been 
heard  of,  but  that  every  cell  now 
known  contains,  or  contained,  thcise 
relics  of  hnmanity;  some  mutilated, 
and  some  entire.  idonotinform>but 
give  me  leave  to  remind  your  lord, 
ship,  that  here  sat  solitary  Sanctity, 
and  here  the  hermit  or  the  an. 
choress  hoped  that  repose  for  their 
bones,  when  dead,  they  here  en- 
joyed when  living. 

^  All  the  while,  my  lord,  I  am 
sensible  this  is  known  to  your  lord- 
ship, and  many  in  this  Court,  bet- 
ter than  to  me ;  but  it  seems  ne- 
cessary to  my  case  that  others, 
who  have  not  at  all,  perhaps,  ad- 
verted  to  things  of  this  nature,  and 
may  have  concern  in  my  trial, 
should  be  made  acquainted  with  it. 
Suffer  me  then,  my  lord,  to  pro. 
duce  a  few  of  many  evidences  that 
these  cells  were  used  as  repositories 
of  the  dead,  and  to  enumerate  a  few 
In  which  human  bones  have  been 
found,  as  it  happened  in  this  qucs. 
tion  ;  lest,  to  some,  that  accident 
might  seem  extraordinary,  and, 
consequcutly,  occasion  prejudice. 

'  1.  The  bones,  as  was  supposed, 
of  the  Saxon  Saint,  Dubritius,  were 
discovered  buried  in  his  cell  at  Guy's 
Cliff,  near  Warwick,  as  appears 
from  the  authority  of  Sir  William 
Dngdale. 

*  2.  The  bones,  thought  to  be 
those  of  the  anchourcss  Rosia,  were 
but  lately  discovered  in  a  cell  at 
Royston,  entire,  fair,  and  unde- 
cayed,  though  they  must  have  lain 
ihterred  for  several  centuries,  as  is 
proved  by  Dr.  Stukely. 

^  3.  But  my  own  country,  nay, 
almost  this  neighborhood,  supplies 
another  instance;  for  in  January, 
1747,  were  found,  by  Mr.  Stovin, 
accompanied  by  a  reverend  gentle- 
man, the  bones,  in  part,  of  some 
recluse,  in  the  cell  at  Lindholm, 
near  Hatfield.  They  were  believed 
to  be  those  of  William  of  Liddholm, 


a  hermit,  who  had  long  made  Ihi^ 
cave  his  habitation. 

*  4.  In  February,  1744,  part  of 
Woburn  Abbey  being  pull^  down, 
a  large  portion  of  a  corpse  ap- 
peared, even  with  the  flesh  on,  and 
which  bore  cutting  with  a  knife; 
though  it  is  certain  this  had  lain 
above  two  hundred  years,  and  how 
much  longer  is  doubtful;  for  this 
abbey  was  founded  in  1145,  and 
dissolved  in  1538,  or  1539. 

^  What  would  have  been  said, 
what  believed,  if  this  had  been  an 
accident  to  the  bones  in  question  ? 

'  Farther,  my  lord : — it  is  not 
yet  out  of  living  memory  that  at  a 
little  distance  from  Knaresborough, 
in  a  field,  part  of  the  manor  of  the 
worthy  and  patriot  baronet  who 
docs  that  borough  the  honour  to 
represent  it  in  parliament,  were 
found,  in  digging  for  gravel,  not 
one  human  skeleton  only,  but  five 
or  six,  deposited  side  by  side,  with 
each  an  urn  placed  at  its  head,  as 
your  lordship  knows  was  usual  in 
ancient  interments. 

^  About  the  same  time,  and  in 
another  field,  almost  close  to  this 
borough,  was  discovered  also,  in 
searching  for  gravel,  another  h«- 
man  skeleton ;  but  the  piety  of 
the  same  worthy  giintleman  ordered 
both  pits  to  be  filled  ap  again, 
commendably  unwilling  to  disturb 
the  dead. 

<  Is  the  invention  of  these  bones 
forgotten,  then,  or  industriously- 
concealed,  that  the  discovery  of 
those  in  question  may  appear  the 
more  singular  and  extraordinary? 
whereas,  in  fact,  there  is  nothing 
extraordinary  in  it.  My  lord,  al- 
most every  place  conceals  such  re- 
mains. In  fields,  in  hills,  in  high- 
way sides,  in  commons,  lie  frequent 
and  unsuspected  bones;  and  oar 
present  allotments  for  rest  for  the 
departed  are  but  of  some  centuries. 

*  Another  particular  seems  not  to 
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datm  a  little  of  your  lordship*!  no- 
tice»  aod  that  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  jury ;  which  is,  that  perhaps 
no  example  occurs  of  mere  than 
one  skeleton  being  found  in  one 
cell :  and  in  the  cell  in  question  was 
found  but  one ;  agreeable,  in  thi'^,  to 
the  peculiarity  of  every  other  known 
cell  in  Britain*  Not  (he  inTentiou 
of  one  skeleton,  but  of  two,  would 
have  appeared  suspicious  and  un- 
common. But  it  seems  another 
skeleton  has  been  discovered  by 
some  laborer,  which  was  full  as 
confidently  averred  to  be  Clarke's 
as  this.  My  lord,  must  some  of 
the  living,  if  it  promotes  some  in. 
terest,  be  made  answerable  for  all 
the  bones  that  earth  has  concealed 
and  chance  exposed  ?  and  might 
not  a  place  where  bones  lay  be 
mentioned  by  a  person  by  chance 
as  well  as  found  by  a  laborer  by 
chance  ?  or  is  it  more  criminal  ac. 
ciden tally  to  name  where  bones  lie 
than  accidentally  to  find  where  they 
lie?  ^ 

^  Here  too  is  a  human  skull  pro- 
duced, which  is  fractured ;  but^was 
this  the  cause,  or  was  it  the  conse. 
quence,  of  death  ?  was  it  owing  io 
Tiolence,  or  was  it  the  effect  of  na- 
tural decay  ?  If  it  was  violence,  was 
that  violence  before  or  after  death  ? 
My  lord,  in  May,  1732,  the  re- 
mains  of  William,  lord  archbbhop 
of  this  province,  were  taken  up,  by 
permission,  in  this  cathedral,  and 
the  bones  of  the  skull  were  found 
broken  ;  yet  certainly  he  died  by  no 
▼iolence  offered  to  him  alive  that 
could  occasion  that  fracture  there. 

^  Let  it  be  considered,  my  lord, 
that,  upon  the  dissolution  of  reli- 
gious houses,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Reformation,  the  ra- 
Tages  of  those  times  affected  both 
the  living  and  the  deail.  In  search 
after  imaginary  treasures,  coffins 
were  broken  up,  graves  and  vaults 
dug  open,  monuments  ransacked, 


and  shrines  demolished;  and  it 
ceased  about  the  beginning  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  i  en- 
treat your  lordship,  suffer  not  the 
violence,  the  depredations,  and  the 
iniquities  of  those  times,  to  be  im- 
puted to  this. 

^  Moreover,  what  gentleman  here 
is  ignorant  that  Knaresborough  had 
a  castle,  which,  though  now  a  ruin, 
was  once  considerable  both  for  i(8 
strength  and  garrison  ?  All  know 
it  was  vigorously  besieged  by  the 
arms  of  the  parliament ;  at  which 
siege,  in  sallies,  conflicts,  flights, 
pursuits,  many  fell  in  all  the  places 
round  it,  and,  where  they  fell,  were 
buried ;  for  every  place,  my  lord, 
is  burial  earth  in  war ;  and  many, 
questionless,  of  these  rest  yet  un- 
known, whose  bones  futurity  shall 
discover. 

^  I  hope,  with  all  imaginable  sub- 
mission, that  what  has  been  said 
will  not  be  thought  impertinent  to 
this  indictment ;  and  that  it  will  be 
iar  from  the  wisdom,  the  learning^, 
and  the  integrity  of  this  place,  to 
impute  to  the  living  what  zeal  in 
its  fury  may  have  done— -what  na- 
ture may  have  taken  off,  and  piety 
interred— or  what  war  alone  may 
have  destroyed,  alone  deposited. 

^  As  to  the  circumstauces  that 
have  been  raked  together,  I  have 
nothing  to  observe  but  that  all  cir- 
cumstances whatever  are  precarious, 
and  have  been  but  too  frequently 
found  lamentably  fallible ;  even  the 
strongest  have  failed.  They  may 
rise  to  the  utmost  degree  of  proba- 
bility, yet  they  are  but  probability 
still.  Why  need  I  name  to  youc 
lordship  the  two  Harrisons  record- 
ed by  Dr.  Howel,  who  both  suf- 
fered upon  circumstances  becauset 
of  the  sudden  disappearance  of  thet^ 
lodger,  who  was  in  credit,  had  con- 
tracted debts,  borrowed  money,  and 
went  off  unseen,  and  returned  at 
great  many  years  after  their  execu- 
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tion?  Why  imnia  tiM  Indicate 
affair  of  Jacques  do  Monlin,  jmder 
King  Qiarles  IL  relaMd  by  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  conniel  for  the 
crown?  and  why  tho  unhappy 
Coleman,  who  suffered  innocently, 
though  convicted  upon  positive  evi- 
dence ;  and  whose  children  perished 
for  want,  becanse  the  world  uncha- 
ritably believed  the  father  guilty  i 
Why  mention  the  perjury  of  Smith, 
incautiously  admitted  king's  evi« 
dence;  who,  to  screen  himself, 
equally  accused  Faircloth  and  Love- 
day  of  the  r  irder  of  Dun ;  the  first 
of  whom,  in  1749,  was  executed 
at  Winchester ;  and  Loveday  was 
about  to  suffer  at  Reading,  had  not 
Smith  b^n  proved  perjured,  to  the 
aatisfftction  of  the  Court,  by  the 
surgeon  of  Gosport  hospital  ? 

*  Now,  my  lord,  having  cndea- 
▼oured  to  show  that  the  whole  of 
this  process  is  altogether  repugnant 
to  every  part  of  my  life;  that  it  is 
inconsistent  with  my  condition  of 
bealth  about  that  time;  that  no 
rational  inference  can  be  drawn 
that  a  person  is  dead  who  suddenly 
disappears;  that  hermitages  were 
the  constant  repositories  of  the 
bones  of  a  recluse;  that  the  proofs 
of  this  are  well  authenticated ;  that 
the  revolutions  in  religion,  or  the 
fortune  of  war,  have  mangled  or 
buried  the  dead;  the  conclusion 
remains,  perhaps,  no  less  reason- 
ably than  impatiently  wished  for. 
I,  at  last,  after  a  yearns  confine- 
ment, equal  to  either  fortune,  put 
myself  upon  the  candour,  the  jus- 
tice, and  the  humanity  of  your 
iordship ;  and  upon  yours,  my  coun- 
trymen, gentlemen  of  the  jury.* 

Jodge  Noel,  before  whom  he  was 
tried,  summed  up  the  eWdence  with 
great  perspicui^,  and,  in  his  com- 
ments on  the  prisoner's  defence, 
declare^  it  to  be  one  of  the  roost 
ingenious  pieces  of  reasoning  that 
had  «?er  fallea  undeir  his  notice. 


The  jury,  with  tittle  hesitatfoo, 
found  him  guilty,  and  he  recelted 
sentence  of  deaUi. 

After  his  cotiviction  he  cdnfesa. 
ed  the  justice  of  hb  sentence  to  two 
clergymen,  who  were  directed  to 
att^id  him  in  Torli  Castle*  to 
whom  he  acknowledged  that  be 
murdered  Clarke.  Bdng  asked  by- 
one  of  them  what  was  Ms  motivte 
for  committing  that  action,  he  an- 
swered ^  that  he  suspected  Clarke 
of  having  an  unlawful  commerce 
With  his  wife;  that  he  was  per- 
^uaded,  at  the  time  when  he  com- 
mitted the  murder,  be  did  right ; 
but  that  since  he  thought  it  wrong.* 
In  hopes  of  eluding  the  course  of 
justice,  he  made  an  attempt  upon 
his  own  life,  by  catting  hb  arm  in 
two  places  with  a  razor,  which  he 
had  concealed  for  that  purpose. 
On  a  table,  in  his  Cell,  was  found 
the  following  paper,  containing  his 
reasons  for  the  above  attempt  :-«- 
f  What  am  I  better  than  my  fathers  ? 
To  die  is  natural  and  necessary. 
Perfectly  sensible  of  this,  I  fear  no 
more  to  die  than  I  did  to  be  bom. 
But  the  manner  of  it  is  something 
which  should,  Jn  my  opinion,  he 
decent  and  manly.  I  think  I  hare 
regarded  both  these  points.  Cer- 
tainly nobody  has  a  better  right  to 
dispose  of  a  man's  life  than  himself; 
and  he,  not  others,  should  deter, 
mine  how.  As  for  any  indignities 
offered  to  my  body,  or  silly  reflec- 
tions on  my  faith  and  morals,  they 
are  (as  they  always  were)  things 
indifferent  to  me.  I  think,  though 
contrary  to  the  common  way  of 
thinking,  I  wrong  no  man  by  this ; 
and  hope  it  is  not  offensive  to  that 
eternal  Being  that  formed  me  and 
the  world  2  and,  as  by  this  I  injure 
no  man,  no  man  can  be  reasonably 
offended.  I  solicitously  recommend 
myself  to*  that  eternal  and  almighty 
Being,  the  God  of  Nature,  if  I  have 
done  amiss.     Bnt  perhaps  1  bare 
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iMt;  and  I  hope  this  thin^  wilt 
tierer  b%  Impntod  to  me.  Though 
i  mm  now  staittdd  br  tnalcTolence, 
•Ad  siffer  by  prejudice,  I  hope  to 
U\r  and  anblemhhed.  Mj  life 
not  polluted,  tnj  morals  irre- 
proachable, and  my  o|)inions  or. 
tkedoz.  1  slept  sound  till  three 
o'clock,  awaked,  and  then  writ 
ilic«e  lines  :-^ 

*  Come,  plensing  r^it !  eternal  slurabers/all ! 
Seal  mint,  Ihtt  once  must  Mai  the  evet  of 

aU. 
CaliD  aad  tompofied  my  soul  her  journej 

takes ; 
No  guilt  that  troubles,  and  no  heart  that 

aches. 
AdteV)  thoa  sun !  all  brigtit,  like  her,  arise  ! 
Adieu,  fair  friends,    aud  all  that's  good 

and  wise ! ' 

These  lines,  found  with  the  foU 
lowiog  letter,  were  supposed  to 
hare  been  written  by  Aram  just 
before  be  attempted  his  own  life. 

^  My  dear  friend,—  Before  this 
readies  yoa  I  shall  bo  no  more  a 
lif  ing  man  io  this  world,  though  at 
prfteobt  in  perfect  bodily  health ; 
bat  who  can  describe  the  horrors  of 
ttind  which  I  sufier  at  this  instant? 
Gnilt'-tha  guilt  of  blood  shed 
withoai  any  prorocation,  without 
any  oause  but  that  of  filthy  lucres 
pierces  my  conscience  with  wounds 
tirat  give  the  most  poignant  pains ! 
^Tis  true  tht  consciousness  of  my 
iiorrld  gailt  has  given  me  frequent 
later roptions  in  the  mills t  of  my 
bosinese  or  pleasures;  but  yet  I 
hare  found  means  to  ntifle  its  cla* 
moars,  and  coutrired  a  momentary 
ffcniNiy  for  the  disturbance  it  gate 
BM  by  applying  to  the  bottle  or 
the  bowl,  or  diversions,  or  com- 
paay,  or  business  ;  sometimes  one, 
wmi  HNMtimes  the  other,  as  oppor. 
laalty  offered :  but  now  all  these, 
tm4  all  other  amnsemeots,  are  at 
an  oad^  and  I  am  left  forlorn,  help. 
leiB,  and  destitute  of  every  com- 
fort; iat  I  have  nothing  now  in 
view  bat  the  certain  destruction 


both  of  my  eoal  and  body.  My 
conscience  will  now  no  longer  suf- 
fer itself  to  be  hoodwinked  or 
browbeat  :  it  has  now  got  the  masw 
tery ;  it  is  my  accuser,  judge,  and 
executioner  ;  and  the  sentence  k 
pronounceth  against  me  is  more 
dreadful  than  that  I  heard  from  the 
bench,  which  only  condemned  my 
•  body  to  the  pains  of  death,  which 
are  soon  over ;  but  Conscience  tells 
me  plainly  that  she  will«  summon 
me  before  another  tribunal,  where 
I  shall  hare  neither  power  nor 
means  io  stifle  the  evidence  she  will 
there  bring  against  me;  and  that 
the  sentence  which  will  then  be 
denounced  will  not  only  be  irre* 
versible,  but  will  condemn  my  soul 
to  torments  that  will  know  no  end. 
'  Oh !  had  I  but  hearkened  to  the 
advice  which  dear-bought  experi- 
ence has  enabled  me  to  give,  I 
should  not  now  have  been  plunged 
Into  that  dreadful  gulf  of  despair 
which  I  find  it  impossible  to  extri- 
cate myself  from  ;  and  therefore 
my  soul  is  filled  with  horror  incon* 
ceivable.  I  see  both  God  and  man 
my  enemies,  and  in  a  few  hours 
shall  be  exposed  a  public  spectacle 
for  the  world  to  gaze  at.  Can  you 
conceive  any  condition  more  hor- 
rible  than  mine  ?  O,  no  !  it  can- 
not be  !  I  am  determined,  there, 
fore,  to  put  a  short  end  to  trouble 
I  am  no  longer  able  to  bear,  and 
prevent  the  executioner  by  doing 
his  business  with  my  own  hand, 
and'shall  by  this  means  at  least  pre- 
vent the  shame  and  disgrace  of  a 
public  exposure,  and  leave  the  care 
of  my  soul  in  the  hands  of  eternal 
mercy.  Wishing  you  all  health, 
happiness,  and  prosperity,  I  am, 
to  the  last  moment  of  my  life, 
yours,  with  the  sincerest  regard, 

'  EOGEXE  AllAM.* 

When  the  morning  appomted  for 
his  execution  arrived  the  keeper 
went  to  take  him  out  of  his  cell. 
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when  be  was  surprised  to  find  him 
almost  expiring  through  loss  of 
blood,  having  cut  his  left  arm  abore 
the  elbow,  and  near  the  wrist,  with 
a  razor;  but  he  missed  the  artery. 
A  surgeon,  being  sent  for^  soon 
stopped  the  bleeding ;  and  when  he 
was  taken  to  the  place  of  execution 
he  was  perfectly  sensible,  though 
so  very  weak  as  to  be  unable  to> 
join  in  devotion  with  the  clergyman 
who  attended  him. 

He  was  executed  at  York,  Au- 
gust the  6th,  1759,  and  his  body 
afterwards  hung  in  chains  in 
Knaresborough  Forest. 

More  than  thirty  years  had  pass- 
ed since  the  death  of  Eugene  Aram, 
when  his  name  was  inserted,  among 
the  literary  characters  of  our  coun- 
try, ip  the  Biographia  Britannica. 
There  his  high  erudition  is  handed 
down  to  posterity.  This  tribute 
to  departed  genius,  it  however  ap. 
pears,  raised  the  spleen  of  a  meaner 
scholar^  who  arraigned  the  conduct 
of  the  editors  in  naming  Aram,  ajid 
omitting  Bishop  Atherton,  who  also 
met  an  ignominious  death.  The 
answer  it  produced,  corroborating 
many  of  our  observations  on  the 
life  of  the  unfortunate  Aram,  and 
which  we  think  will  prove  a  highly 
acceptable  conclusion  to  our  nar- 
rative, we  shall  beg  permission  to 
quote. 

^  Objections  arc  made  to  the  ad. 
mission  of  Eugene  Aram  into  the 
Biographia  Britannica,  and  the  ex- 
clusion of  Bishop  Atherton;* but 
it  appears  to  me  that  the  remarks 
on  this  subject  are  far  from  being 
just.  The  insertion  of  Aram  is 
objected  to  because  he  was  a  man  of 
bad  principles,  and  ended  his  life 
at  the  gallows;  but  it  should  be 
remembered  that  it  was  never  under- 
stood that  in  the  Biographia  Bri- 
tannica. the  lives  only  of  virtuous 
men  were  to  be  recorded. 

^  In  the  old  edition  are  the  lives 


of  several  persons  who  ^ded  tbdr 
days  by  the  hands  of  the  execi^ 
tioner.  Bonher  was  not  a  virtaoitf 
character,  and  yet  was  very  pro- 
perly inserted,  as  well  as  Hanry 
Cuff,  who  was  executed  at  Tybani 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.    ' 

^  As  to  Eugene  Aram>  it  b  truly 
said  of  him  in  the  Biographia,  In 
the  article  objected  to,  that  the  pn>- 
gress  he  made  in  literature,  allowing 
for  the  little  instruction  that  he  had 
received,  may  justly  be  considered 
as  astonishing ;  and  that  his  powers 
of  mind  were  uncommonly  great 
cannot  reasonably  be  qnestioned. 

^  Eugene  Aram  possessed  talenli 
and  acquisitions  that  might  hare 
classed  him  among  the  most  respect* 
able  of  human  characters  if  liis  r 
moral  qualities  had  been  equal  t^ 
his  intellectual. 

'  It  was  certainly  the  eztraordi^ 
nary  talents  and  acqairemeats  of 
Aram  that  occasioned  his  introdse* 
tion  into  the  Biographia;  and  X 
know  that  by  persons  of  nndoulitp 
ed  taste  and  judgment  the  aceouBt 
of  him  in  that  work  has  been  thought 
a  curious  and  interesting  artide^ 
Flis  singular  defence  alone  was 
well  worthy  of  being  preserved  ia 
such  a  work. 

^  With  respect  to  Bishop  Ather* 
ton,  he  never  had  the  least  claim  to 
insertion  in  such  a  work  as  the 
Biographia  Britannica,  and  was 
therefore  very  properly  omitted  in 
the  new  edition.  He  was  not  to  ' 
the  least  distinguished  for  genius 
or  learning;  his  merely  being  a 
bishop  could  give  him  no  just  pre* 
tensions,  and  still  less  the  unna- 
tural crime  for  which  he  suffered* 

<  The  friends  of  Bishop  Atherton 
say  that  his  reputation  was  sus- 
pected to  have  been  destroyed,  and 
his  catastrophe  effected,  more  by 
the  contrivance  of  a  party  than  by 
the  aggravated  guilt  with  which  he 
was  charged.  If  this  were  perfectly 
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justy  nrhidi,  bovrcfQty  may  be  rea- 
sonably; questioned,  it  would  not 
give  Atherton  the  least  claim  to 
insertion  in  the  Biographia  Bri- 
tanaica.      Aram   was   Inserted   on 


account  of  his  uocammoa  talenti 
and  learning ;  but  Atberton,  who. 
waii  not  difctinguishud  for  either, 
never  had  (he  least  pretension  to  be 
recorded  in  such  a  work/ 


Home  ditcovered  by  the  Officert  in  an  old  Chest. 


WILLIAM  ANDREW  IIORNE,  ESQ. 

EXECUTED  FOll  MURDBK. 


In  the  character  of  this  man 
human  nature  will  be  found  at  the 
▼cry  lowest  pitch  of  depravity— 
base,  mean,  sordid,  and  sensaal,  in 
the  midst  of  plenty  :  the  seducer  of 
woman,  a  tyrant  to  man ;  willingly 
would  we  spare  the  sum  of  his 
lust — the  violator  of  his  own  sister ! 
and,  still  more  repugnant  to  name, 
the  murderer  of  the  oflfspring  of  this 
incestuous  commerce ! ! ! 

Tbe  father  of  William  Andrew 
Home  in  vain  endeavored  to  im- 
part knowledge  to  his  son  ;  but  he 
attended  alone  to  his  pleasures, 
lottcad  of  sending  him  where  be 


would  have  been  (aught  somemaa. 
iiers,  the  too-indulgent  parent  per. 
mitted  him  to  take  his  own  course; 
allowed  him  hounds  and  horses,  on 
which  so  many  have  galloped  to 
destruction  ;  and,  in  fine,  ho  be- 
came  a  bumpkin  squire. 

Home  took  delight  in  the  sports 
of  the  field ;  but  there  were  other 
pleasures  to  which  he  was  at  least 
equally  attached.  His  passion  for 
women  was  unbounded ;  nor  was 
it  equalled  by  any  other,  except  a 
most  singular  degree  of  avarice, 
which  distinguished  him  throughout 
thewhole  cours^ 'of  his  life. 

50 
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Ifc  9«liiced  ffetv^ral  gtrls,  two  of 

.'whom  were  servants  to  his  mother, 
and  one  was  the  daughter  of  a 
farmer,  which  latter  died  in  conse- 
quence  of  her  grief.  By  one  wo- 
man he  had  two  natural  -daughters, 
one  of  whom  lived  to  the  age  of 
fifteen  years ;  and  the  other  was 
living  in  1»759,  and  might  have  been 
reputably  married,  but  that  the 
avaricious  father  refused  to  give 
her  a  shilling  as  a  portion. 

He  had  likewise  criminal  connex- 
ions with  his  own  sister ;  h  hich 
lead&  us  to  speak  of  the  crime  for 
which  he  suffered.  This  sister  being 
delivered  of  a  boy,  in  Feb.  17^, 
Home  told  his  brother  Charles, 
three  daj|ir  afterwards,  and  at  ten 
o^dock  at  night,  tha|  he  must  take 
a  ride  with  him.  He  then  put  the 
new-born  infant  in  a  bag,  and, 
biounting  their  horses,  they  rode  to 
Annesley,  in  Nottinghamshire,  at 
the  distance  of  five  computed  miles, 
carrying  the  child  alternately. 
'  One  crime  comtnitted*  what  a  crowd  of  ills 
Join  in  its  hapless  train  !' 

On  their  arrival  near  the  village, 
William  dismounted,  and  inquired 
if  the  child  was  living  ;  and,  being 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  took 
it,  and  told  his  brother  to  wait  frll 
he  came  back.  On  his  return, 
Charles  demanded  to  know  how  he 
liad  disposed  of  the  infant ;  to  which 
he  said  that  he  had  placed  it  be- 
hind a  hay-stack,  and  covered  it 
with  hay. 

After  William  Home  was  in  cus. 
tody  his  account  of  this  transaction 
was  to  the  following  efiect :— He 
said  he  had  no  design  of  destroying 
the  infant,  but  put  it  in  a  bag  lined 
with  wool,  and  made  a  hole  in  the 
bag,  that  it  might  not  be  stifled. 
He  added  that  the  child  was  hand- 
somely dressed,  and  he  had  intended 


to  hare  left  it  at  the  door  of  Mr; 
Chaworth,  of  Annesley;  but  the 
dogs*  barking,  and  there  being  a 
light  in  the  house,  he  desisted  from 
his  ^st  intention,  in  the  fear  of  a 
discovery. 

After  some  hesitation,  he  said  he 
resolved  to  place  it  under  a  warnri 
hay-stack,  in  the  hope  that,  when 
the  servants  came  Iq  fodder  the 
cattle  in  the  morning,  it  woi|ld  be 
found.  Such  was- his  account  of 
the  matter;' and  on  the  following 
morning  the  child  visa  found  dead, 
through  the  severity  of  the  wea- 
ther. How  this  affair  came  to  be 
kept  secret  for  such  a  number  of 
years  will  hereafter  appear. 

In  a  short  tiitie  after  the  transac* 
tion  a  quarrel  happened  between 
the  brothers,  in  consequence  pf 
which  Charles  communicated  the 
affair  to  his  father,  who  enjoined 
him  to  the  strictest  secrecy  ;.  whi<^ 
was  observed  till  the  death  of  the 
old  gentleman,  who  departed  tnis 
life,  aged  one .  hundred  and  two 
years,  in  the  year  1 747. 

William  having  always  behaved 
with  great  severity  to  his  brother 
Charles,  ihb  letter,  (soon  after 
the  death  of  the  father,)  having 
some  business  to  transact  with  Mr. 
Cooke,  an  attorney  at  Derby,  told 
him  of  the  long. concealed  affair, 
and  asked  his  advice.  The  lawyer 
told  him  to  go  to  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  make  a  full  discovery  of 
the  whole  transaction. 

Hereupon  Charles  went  to  a  ma- 
gistrate,  and  acquainted  him  with 
what  had  happened  ;  but  he  hesi- 
tated to  take  cognizance  of  it,  say- 
ing it  might  hang  half  the  family ; 
and,  as  it  bad  passed  so  many 
years  ago,  advised  that  it  might  re- 
main a  secret.* 

In  consequence  of  this  advice  no 


•  This  was  strange  advice  to  be  given  by  a  justice  of  ihe  peace.  The  date  of  a  crime 
does  not  lessen  its  enbrniitj  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  -magistrate  to  receive  every  infor- 
mation that  may  tend  to  the'advancemrnt  of  justice  and  the  pumshnient  of  vice. 
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ftrther  notica  was  takeD  of  it  till 
thcyear  1754,  whea  Charles  Home, 
being  seized  with  a  Tiolent  fit  of  ill. 
nesfi,  called  in  the  assistance  of  one 
Mr.  White,  of  Ripley ;  aiyd,  pHv 
saining  that  he  shoold  lire  bat  a 
short  time,  said  he  could  not  die  in 
peace  without  disclosing  his  mind. 
When  Mr.  White  had  heard  the 
tale  he  declined  giring  any  advice, 
saying  it  was  not  proper  for  him  to 
interfere. 

Charles  rccorered  his  health  in  a 
so  rprtsing  manner;  and  Mr.  White, 
who  saw  him  again  xin  a  few  days 
after^  eipressing  his  astonishment  at 
so  speedy  a  recovery,  the  other 
said  ^he  had  been  better  ever 
since  he  had  dudosed  his  mind  to 
him.' 

A  considerable  time  after  this 
William  Home  h^  a  quarrel  with 
a  Mr.  Roe,  at  a  public  house,  con. 
cerning  the  right  of  killing  game  ; 
when  .Roe  called  iftrne  aQ  ^  inces- 
tuous old  dog.'  Hereupon  Uorne 
prosecuted  him  in  the  ecclesiastical 
court  at  Litchfield,  wher^  ^oe  was 
cast,  and  obliged  to  pay  all  ex. 
penses. 

This  circumstance  Inflamed  Roe 
with  revenge,  and,  having  learnt 
that  Charles  Home  had  mentioned 
something  of  his  brother  having 
caused  his  natural  child  to  be  starved 
to  death,  he  made  such  inquiry  of 
Charles  as  determined  him  to  apply 
to  a  magistrate  in  Derbyshire,  from 
whom  ho  obtained  a  warrant,  but 
took  Charles's  word  for  his  appear- 
ance on  the  following  day.  Wil. 
liam  hearing  that  such  warrant  was 
granted,  and  being  apprehensive 
that  his  brother  might  be  admitted 
evidence,  he  sent  for  him,  and  told 
him  that  he  would  be  his  friend  if 
he  would  deny  all  that  he  had  said. 
This  (he  other  refused ;  but  told 
him  that,  if  he  would  give  him  fire 
pounds,  he  would  go  immediately  to 
1/iverpooI,  and  quit  the  kingdom  : 


but  William's  escetsive  avarice  pre- 
vented his  co>mplying  with  this  mo- 
derate  request. 

'  The  luit  of  gold  succeeds  the  rage  of  oon- 

qoett— 
The  lust  of  gold,  Qofeellni  and  remonele«% 
The  last  corniptm  of  degiinerare  man  !' 
Dr.  JoMjisoif. 

.  Charles  being  examined  by  some 
inagistrates  in  Derbyihire,  they  de- 
clined interfering  in  the  business : 
on  which  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Nottinghamshire  was  applied  to, 
who  issued  a  warrant  for  taking 
William  Andrew  Horne,  Esq.  into 
CHstody ;  and  this  warrant  was 
backed  by  Sir  John  Ererj,  a  magis- 
trfUe  of  Derbyshire. 

A  constable  from  Annesley  went 
with  Mr.  Roe,  and  sqme  other  as* 
sistants,  to  Mr.  Hornets  house, 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  but  could 
not  obtain  admittance;  on  which 
,  the  constable  left  Roe  ^d  apothei 
to  watch,  that  the  party  should,  not 
escape,  and  returned  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  a  servant  told  them  his 
master  was  gone  out ;  but  Roe  and 
his  companion  insisting  that  he  had 
not  escaped  in  the  night,  they  were 
at  length  admitted,  after  having 
threatened  to  burst  the  door. 

They  now  diligently  searched  the 
hoMse,  b^t  could  not  find  the  party 
they  wanted,  and  would  probably 
have  desisted  but  that  Roe  insisted 
on  making  another  search,  during 
which  they  observed  a  large  old 
chest ;  and  Mrs.  Uorne,  being  asked 
what  it  contained,  said  ^  it  was  full 
of  sheets  and  table  linen.'  Roe  de- 
clared he  would  look  into  it,  and 
was  on  the  poip^  of  breaking  it 
open,  when  Mrs.  Horne  unlocked 
it,aod  her  husband  suddenly  started 
up,  saying,  *  tt  is  a  sad  thing  to 
hang  me ;  for  my  brother  Charles 
is  as  bad  as  myself,  and  he  cannot 
hang  me  without  hanging  hitpi^elf.* 

Being  taken  into  custody,  and 
carried  before  two  justices  of  tjia 
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peace  in  Nottinghjlroshire,  they 
committed  him  to  take  his  trial  at 
the  following  assizes. 

He  had  not  been  long  in  confine- 
ment when  he  applied  to' the  Court 
-of  King's  Bench  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus;  which  being  granted,  he 
was  brought  to  London,  and  his 
counsel  argued  that  he  ought  to  be 
admitted  to  bail ;  but  the  judges 
were  of  a  ditferent  opinion,  and  he 
vas  remanded  to  the  gaol  of  Not- 
tingham. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1750,  he 
was  brought  to  trial  l>efore  Lord 
Chief  Baron  Parker ;  and,  after  a 
hearing  of  about  nine  hours,  the 
jury  found  him  guilty,  and  sentence 
of  death  passed  of  course. 

Though  so  many  years  had  passed 
since  the  transaction,  the  persons 
who  found  the  child  were  yet  Ii?ing ; 
and  their  testimony  corroborating 
that  of  bis  brother  Charles  led  to 
this  conviction. 

Home,  being  convicted  on  a  Sa. 
turday,  was  sentenced  to  die  on  the 
Monday  following;  but  a  number 
of  gentlemen  waited  on  the  judge^ 
Intimating  that  Home  had  been  so 
long  hardened  in  iniquity  that  a 
farther  time  would  be  necessary  to 
prepare  him  for  his  an^ful change; 
in  consequence  of  which  a  respite 
of  a  month  was  granted. 

When  this  time  was  nearly  ez« 
pired  he  received  a  reprieve  during 
his  majesty's  pleasure;  so  that  be 
began  to  entertain  hopes  of  obtain- 
ing a  free  pardon.  He  employed 
the  greater  part  of  his  time  in  writ- 
ing to  people  (hat  he  tRought  might 
have  interest  to  safe  him.  He 
seemed  little  affected  by  the  enor- 
mity  of  bis  crime,  and  frequently 
said  ^  It  was  dtoned  hard  to  suf* 
for  on  the  evidence  of  a  brother  for 
^  crime  committed  so  many  years 
tiefore.' 

I  was  genelratly  reported  that  he 
had  committed  a  number  of  other 


atrocious  crimes,  most  of  which  he 
dented  ;  and  said  to  an  acquaint- 
ance, <  My  brother  Charles  was 
tried  at  Derby  about  twenty  years 
ago,  and  acquitted  ;  my  dear  sister 
Nancy  perjuring  herself  at  the  same 
time  to  save  his  life,  which  you  see 
was  prciterved  to  hang  me.' 

He  acknowledged  to  a  clergyman 
who  assisted  him  in  his  doTOtions 
that  he  forgave  all  his  enemies,  even 
his  brother  Charles;  but  made  the 
-following  strange  addition  to  hit 
speech,  that  if,  at  the  day  of  judg. 
mcnt,  <  Grod  Almighty  should  wk 
him  how  his  brother  behaved,  he 
would  not  give  him  a  good  charac- 
ter.' 

It  happened  (hat  on  the  day  ap. 
pointed  for  his  execution,  which 
took  place  at  Nottingham,  Decem- 
ber the  11th,  1759,  he  had  just 
completed  his  seven  ty-fonrth  year; 
and,  having  always  been  accustomed 
to^  have  a  plum.pudding  on  his 
birth-day,  he  would  have  continued 
that  custom  if  he  had  received  an- 
other reprieve. 

fie  was  of  so  penurious  ff  dispo- 
sition, that  it  was  said  he  never  did 
one  charitable  or  generous  action  in 
the  course  of  his  life. 

Notwithstanding  his  licentious 
conduct,  his  father  left  him  all  bis 
real  estate,  hirving  some  time  before 
his  death  given  all  his  personal  es- 
tate, by  a  deed  of  gift,  to  his  son 
Charles. 

The  father  died  on  a  couch  in 
the  kitchen,  and  happened  to  have 
about  twelve  guineas  in  his  pocket, 
which  certainly  belonged  to  Charlea; 
but  William  rifled  his  father's 
pockets  of  their  contents,  and 
would  not  part  with  it  until  Charles 
promised  to  pay  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  funeral,  and  wbich  he  was 
actually  obliged  to  perform. 

Still  the  elder  brother  would  not 
deliver  to  him  the  remainder  of  tlie 
father's   personal  estate,  bot,  on 
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Ml  demanding  i^  torncd  him  out  of 
diiorsi.  Though  this  monster  knew 
tliai  he  had  con6ded  an  important 
aeicret  to  his  brother,  yet,  when  iu 
poTerty,  he  would  not  render  him 
the  least  assistance ;  na j,  he  refused 
A  morsel  of  bread  to  his  hungry 
childreoy  begging  at  hit  gates  for 
food. 

Charlas  kept  a  little  alehouse  for 
liis  immediate  support  at  one  of  the 
^ates  leading  to  his  brother's  man- 
■ioO)  which  he  frequently  opened, 
with  hat  in  hand,  to  his  tyrant  bro- 
ther,  who  deigned  not  (o  notice  him. 
He  would  not  suffer  a  man  unquali. 
fied  to  act  foot  upon  his  lands,  and 


ho  was  a  terror  to  the  neighbor* 
hood. 

In  addition  to  the  black  catalogue 
of  crimes  which  we  have  given, 
Home  confessed,  a  short  time  pre. 
▼ious  to  his  execution,  that  he  had 
beat  one  Amos  Killer  so  as  to  break 
his  arm,  which  occasioned  the  poor 
fellow's  death.  We  could  adduce 
other  crimes  committed  by  this  bar. 
barous  man,  but  nature  is  sickened 
by  those  already  described  to  have 
been  the  diabolical  deeds  of  a  sin- 
gle individual;  yet  they  form  an 
admirable  lesson  to  guard  man. 
kind  against  tyranny,  4ust,  and 
avarice. 


JOHN  STEVENSON, 

CONVICTED  or  MANSUIUGUTER. 


John  Stevenson  was  a  cheese, 
factor  at  Bickerton,  and,  becoming 
insolvent,  fortified  himself  in  his 
house,  and  admitted  nobody  within 
the  doors  for  fear  of  an  arrest, 

A  writ  was  issued  out  against  him 
by  Elcocky  at  the  suit  of  one  At- 
kins^  for  eighteen  pounds*  eight  shil. 
liogs*  and  ten  pence;  and  a  warrant 
vraamade  out  upon  the  writ  by  ond 
Baxter,  who,  by  verbal  appoint, 
ment,  acted  for  the  under  sheriff. 
This  warrant  was  delivered  sealed 
to  Elcocky^or  his  agedl,  directed  to 
one  John  Evans,  a  bailiff,  and  a 
Uaok  left  in  it  for  the  names  of 
any  other  persons  by  whom  the 
attorney  should  think  fit  to  have  It 
executi^,  such  being  the  custom  of 
the  place.  After  the  warrant  had 
been  thus  sealed  and  delivered.  El- 
cock  Inserted  the  names  of  John 
James  and  John  Jones,  who  were 
deemed  bailiffs  extraordinary  for 
this  particular  arrest ;  and,  as  they 
had  not  given  bond  to  the  sheriff, 
Elcock  undertook,.by  an  indorse- 
ment  on  the  warrant,  to  indemnify 
the  sheriff  from  any  injury  he  might 
suffer  by  the  act  of  John  James 


and  John  Jones,  whose  names  he 
bad  inserted  in  the  warrant,  and  to 
whom  he  had  committed  the  execu- 
tion of  it. 

John  James  found  means  to  get  ^ 
into  Stevenson's  house  by  strata^ 
gem,  and  arrested  him  upon  this 
warrant;  bat  Stevenson  r^scued^ 
himself  by  snapping  a  pistol  three, 
times  at  James,  which  happily  miss*. 
Jng  fire,  James  escaped  from  the 
house,  and  left  his  prisoner  behind, 
him. 

When  Elcock  learnt  that  Stc. 
venson  had  been  arrested  and  res- 
cued himself,  be  immediately  sent 
for  arms,  and  a  crow  to  break  open 
the  door,  and  retake  Stevenson  by 
force. 

Several  persons  soon  after  as. 
sembled  armed,  and,  with  James, 
and  Jones,  the  bailiffs,  beset  the 
house.  James  had  put  an  iron, 
crow  under  one  door  of  the  housc^. 
and  made  an  attempt  to  force  it  off 
the  hinges  ;  but,  failing,  be  left  El- 
cock at  that  door,  with  the  crijw 
lying  under  It,  directing  him  to 
watch  that  Stevenson  did  ncit  es- 
cape, and  went  himself  to  another 
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door.  When  James  was  gone  El- 
cock  took  up  the  crow,  and^  while 
lie  was  making  another  effort  with 
it  to  force  the  door,  Sterenson  dis- 
charged a  gan  through  the  door  at 
him,  which  gare  htm  a  mortal 
wound)  of  which  he  died  in  about 
ten  hours. 

The  facts  were  all  iocontestably 
^roTcd,  and  that  Stevenson  knew 
the  persons  who  were  about  to 
force  his  door  were  assistants  to  the 
bailiffs  from  >^hom  he  had  rescued 
himself;  but  it  wa^  insisted,  by  the 
counsel  for  the  prisoner,  first,  that 
the  warrant  was  not  good>  because 
it  was  issued  by  a  person  who  had 
no  legal  delegation  of  -  authority 
from  the  sheriff  to  grant  it,  verbal 
appointment  being  insuflScient.  To 
this  it  was  replied,  on  behalf  of  the 
crown,  that  it  has  been  the  custom 
immemorial  for  clerks  to  attend  at 
the  office  of  sheriffs,  and  make  out 
warrants  upon  writs  directed  to 
them,  particularly  at  the  two  Conn, 
fers  in  London,  And  at  the  Middle, 
sex  office  in  FurniTaPs  inn.  Se- 
condly, it  was  insisted  for  the  pri- 
soner, that  the  insertion  of  the 
names  of  the  bailiffs  by  whom  the 
warrant  was  to  be  executed,  after 
the  warrant  was  scaled,  made  it  an 
illegal  warrant;  and  Lord  Hale 
was  quoted,  who  says,  ^  If  a  she- 
riff's bailiff  come  to  execute  a  pro- 
cess,  but  has  not  a  legal  authority, 
as  if  the  name  of  the  bailiff,  &c.  be 
interlined,  or  inserted  after  the  seal- 
ing thereof,  if  such  bailiff  be  killed 
it  is  but  manslaughter.'  To  this  it 
was  replied,  that  this  opinion  of 
Lord  Hale  being  omitted  by  Ser- 
geant Hawkins,  it  may  be  presumed 
that  he  doubted  It ;  that,  if  a  person 
gave  a  bond  sealed  and  executed  to 
another,  with  a  blank  for  the  sum, 
and  direct  him  to  insert  two  hnn- 
dred  pounds  in  it,  and  he  to  whom 
the  bond  is  giren  does  fill  it  up,  the 
bond  is  good,  which  is  supposed  to 


contradict  Lord  Hale V opinion  con- 
cerning a  warrant.  Thirdly,  It  was 
insisted  for  the  prisoner,  that,  sup- 
posing the  warrant  to  hate  been 
good,  yet  it  being  only  mesne  pro- 
cess, and  not  execution,  the  bailiffs 
had  no  right  to  break  open  doors  to 
retake  the  prisoner,  as  they  would 
have  had  if  it  had  been  upon  an  ei« 
ecution ;  but  mil^ht  have  returned  a 
rescue  to  the  sheriff,  which  they 
could  not  do  on  an  execution.  To 
this  it  was  replied,  that,  though  thejr 
were  at  liberty  to  return  a  rescue, 
they  were  not  obliged  to  do  it,  and 
that  the  moment  the  defendant  had 
rescued  himself  the  nature  of  the 
case  was  changed  from  civil  to  cri- 
minal ;  he  was  become  a  ? iolator  of 
the  peace,  and  the  bailiff  had  a  right 
to  call  to  his  assistance  whom  he 
would,  and  every  pertoh  ia  horn  he 
called  was  obliged  to  tifford  it 
Lastly,  it  was  argued  for  'the  pti- 
soner,  that  supposing  the  warrant 
to  be  good,  and  the  bailiff  to  haVe  a 
right  to  force  the  doors* of  thcde. 
fendaht,  yet  EFcock  was  jiot  jusd- 
ficd  in  the  act  he  was  doing  when  he 
^as  shot,  for  the  bailiff,  from  whom 
alone  he  could  receive  authority  in 
this  cs^e,  ordered  him  only  to  stand 
at  the  door  and  watch  ;  but  he  at- 
tempted immediately  to  force  it  willl 
a  crow,  so  that  he  exceeded  his  com* 
mission  and  authority,  and  thus,  not 
being  legally  justified  fn,  what  be 
was  doing  wh^n  he  was  killed,  the 
killing  him  was  not  murder.  To  this 
it  was  replied  that  Elcock  was 
with  the  bailiff  to  gIVe  him  general 
assistance,  and  was  Justified  In  per- 
forming any  act  which  tended  to 
the  recaption  of  the  defendant. 

After  these  questions  had  been 
argued,  it  was  resolved  by  the 
Court  to  direct  the  jury  to  bring  in 
a  special  verdict,  ^hich  was  accord- 
ingly done. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1759,  the 
case  of  Stcftnson  was  argued  be- 
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fore  the  Honorable  Mr.  Justice 
Noel,  Chief  Jtisticc  of  Chester,  and 
Thomas  White,  Esq.  the  other  jiis« 
tice,  who  gave  their  opinion  that 
the  prbouer's  crime,  found  by  the 


special  Terdict,  oould  ftmouirt  at 
most  to  mahsla^ughter  only.  Upon 
which  he  was  burnt  in  the  hand, 
and  discharged  from  the  capital  part 
of  the  indictment* 


JOHN  AYLIFFE,  ESQ, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGERY* 


A  c^RSE  of  dissipation  and  ex* 
travagance  beyond  uur  income  must 
cad  in  misery;  with  this  roan  it 
terminated  In  an  ignominious  death 
OB  the  gallows* 

His  father  1i?ed  several  years  as 
upper  servant  with  Gerrard  Smithy 
Esq.  a  gentleman  of  large  fortune, 
near  Tockenham,  in  Wiltshire.— 
After  young  Ayliffe  had  been  in- 
structed in  the  first  rudiments  of 
learning  he  was  sent  to  the  cele« 
brated  academy  at  Harrow  on  the 
HUll,  where  he  became  a  good  pro- 
ficient in  Latin  and  Greek* 

On  his  quitting  the  academy  he 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  usher  to  a 
boarding-school  at  Lincham,  in 
Wiltshire,  where,  unknown  to  her 
parents,  he  married  the  daughter  of 
a  clergyman,  who  had  a  fortune  of 
five  hundred  pounds.  On  receipt 
of  this  money  he  became  so  extra- 
vagant that  he  spent  the  whole  in 
the  course  of  tno  years;  when, 
being  in  circumstances  of  distress, 
a  widow.lady,  named  Horner,  took 
him  into  her  service  as  house- 
steward* 

In  a  short  time  he  was  appointed 
land-stcward  to  another  lady,  who 
recommended  him  as  a  man  of  abi. 
lities  to  the  Honorable  Mr.  Fox 
(afterwards  Lord  Holland),  who 
gave  him  the  place  of  one  of  the 
commissaries  of  musters  in  the  War- 
ofRce,  by  which  ho  acquired  the 
right  of  adding  the  title  of  Esquire 
to  his  name. 

The  profits  of  Ayliffc's  new  office 
were  so  considerable,  that  he  was 
induced   to    purchase    ao  elegant 


house  in  Dorsetshire,  which  he  fur. 
nished  in  a  stylo  far  too  expensive 
for  his  rank  of  life.  In  other  in- 
stances he  gave  proofs  of  a  strange 
extravagance  of  disposition;  for  he 
ran  In  debt  to  a  number  of  people, 
though  his  income  was  sufficient  to 
have  satisfied  the  wishes  of  any  rea- 
sonable man. 

At  length,  when  his  creditors  |>e- 
came  urgent,  he  had  .recourse  for 
a  present  supply  to  80o\e  irregular 
and  very  dangerous  practices ; 
amongst  others,  he  forged  a  pre- 
sentation to  the  valuable  rectory  of 
Brink  worth,  in  Wiltshire,  which  be 
sold  to  a  young  clergyman  for  a 
considerable  sum.  Thi^  living 
being  in  Mr*  Fox's  gift,  he  forged 
his  handwriting,  and  that  of  two 
subicribing  witnesses^  witl^  admi- 
rable dexterity  ;  but,  soon  after. 
Aylifi'e*8  atfairs  became  desperate, 
a  discovery  was  made  of  this  infa* 
mo  us  fraud* 

The  efiect  was  that  the  clergy- 
man took  to  his  bed,  and  literally 
died  in  consequence  of  that  depres- 
sion of  spirits  which  is  commonly 
called  a  broken  heart,. for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  presentation  had  ruined 
his  circumstances.  After  his  death 
the  following  short  note  was  found 
in  his  drawer,  directed  to  John 
Ayliffe  Satan^  Esq.— 
*Sir, 

M  am  surprised  you  can  write  to 
me,  after  you  have  robbed  and  most 
barbirously  murdered  me.  Oh, 
Brinkworth!' 

Ayliffc,  being  arrested  for  deftfs 
io  the  amount  of  eleven  hundred 
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poundi,  took  refage  in  tlie  Fleet 
Priion. 

Mr.  Foi  being  upon  a  fisit^to  bis 
brother,  Lord  Ilcbester,  Mr.  Cal. 
craft  called  at  Holland  Hoiise^  ac 
cording  to  his  usual  custom,  to  in* 
qnire,  before  he  #rote  to  his  patron, 
whetherthere were  any  letters  for 
him,  or  any  other  business  to  in. 
form  him  of.  One  day,  as  he  called, 
he  found  Fanning,  Mr.  Fox's 
steward,  in  conrersation  with  a  man 
who  had  the  appearance  of  a  farm. 
en  Just  as  Mr.  Calcraft  entered 
he  heard  Fanning  say  '  I*m  sure 
'lis  not  my  roaster's  hand ;  but  here 
comes  a  gentleman  who  can  inform 
you  better  than  I  can.'  Saying 
this,  he  dclifered  into  Mr.  CaU 
craft's  hand  a  lease.  When  Mr. 
Calcraft  had  looked  over  it  he  de. 
chired  that  the  signature  was  not 
Mr.  Fox's  ;  *  nor,'  continued  he, 
^  can  there  be  such  a  lease  really 
existing;  for  the  late  Mrs.  Horner 
discharged  Ayliffe  from  her  ser. 
▼ice  upon  account  of  his  having 
married  a  person  whom  she  did  not 
approve  of;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  she  would  grant  him  a 
lease  for  the  life  of  himself,  his  son, 
and  that  very  wife  for  the  impru- 
dent choice  of  whom  she  had  dis- 
missed him.'  The  farmer  no  sooner 
heard  this  than  he  exclaimed — 
<  Then  I  am  undone !  the  villain 
has  robbed  me  of  what  1  had  saved 
for  my  daughter's  portion.'  Upon 
a  further  investigation  p(  the  atfair 
Mr.  Calcraft  found  that  the  lease 
given  to  (he  farmer  had  been  forged, 
purposely  to  raise  money  upon. 
Mr.  Fox  had  made  this  Ayliflre  a 
riding  commissary.  The  income 
arbing  from  this  employment  was 
alone  more  than  sufficient  to  sup. 
port  such  a  family  as  his  ;  but  he 
had,  in  addition  to  it,  adopted  the 
prcfession  of  buying  estates.  As 
he  was  supposed  to  be  a  good  judge 
of  the  value  of  lartd,  Mr.  Calcrhft 


had  empowered  htm  to  pvrcbasa 
estates  for  him  in  Dorsetshire ;  and 
Aylifle  had  already  received  the 
sum  of  eleven  thousand  pounds  from 
him  for  that  purpose,  else,  in  all 
probability,  he  would  have  conti. 
nued  his  depredations  for  some  time 
longer. 

Mr.  Calcraft  no  sooner  disco, 
vrred,  by  this  accident,  wh^  Ay- 
liffe had  been  doing,  than  he  set  out 
in  pursuit  of  him.  He  found  him 
at  Salisbury,  where,  under  pretext 
^of  the  forgery,  he  had  him  taken 
by  proper  persons  into  custody. 
This  had  the  desired  effect.  In  the 
first  emotions  of  his  terror  he  re* 
funded  the  whole  of  the  eleven 
thousand  pounds.  Mr.  Calcraft 
had  him  then  immediately  secured 
by  Justice  Fielding's  men,  who  had 
come  in  pursuit  of  him,  in  conse. 
quence  of  an  application  from  the 
farmer :  they  clapped  a  pair  of 
handcuffs  on  him,  and  brought  him 
to  town,  when  he  was  committed. 
An  express  was  sent  to  Mr.  Fox^ 
who  still  continued  at  I^rd  llches. 
ter's,  to  Inform  him  of  the  trans, 
action  ;  -  and  the  first  knowledge 
that  that  gentleman  had  of  it  was 
after  Ayliffe  stood  committed  for 
trial. 

Mr.  Foa  was  unjustly  censured 
upon  this  occasion,  as,  indeed,  he 
was  upon  many  others,  where  his 
commissaries  had  all  the  emoluments 
and  he  all  the  odium.  Tbeunhappjr 
man,  solicitous  for  his  life,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Fox,  who  was  then  in  town, 
and  greatly  shocked  at  the  affair, 
in  his  letter  he  requested  that  gen- 
tleman's forgiveness,  and,  acknow- 
ledging himself  the  most  ungrateful 
of  men,  promised,  if  he  would  but 
save  him  from  his  merited  sentence, 
his  whole  life  should  be  employed  in 
endeavoring  to  deserve  the  mercy, 
and  to  atonefor  the  enormities  he  had 
been  guilty  of.  iiut  the  very  same 
hour  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Pitt,  who 
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was  theo  mlnfoter,  to  Intorm  him 
that,  if  be  woold  rescue  him  from 
kis  approaching  fate,  he  would  dis* 
coTer  such  iniqultons  practices  of 
his  late  employer  as  should  fully 
repay  the  sating  him.  Mr.  Pitt, 
with  a  liberality  of  sentiment  which 
does  honour  to  his  memory,  sent  the 
wretch's  letter  immediately  to  Mr. 
Fox.  That  gentleman  receifed  it 
at  he  was  preparing  to  go  to  court 
(Ni  purpose  to  solicit  the  prisoner's 
pardon;  but  this  discorery  of  his 
baseness  now  rendered  it  impossi- 
ble, as  such  an  application  would 
haTe  carried  n^th  it  a  declaration  of 
bis  being  in  the  Tillain's  power,  and 
that  he  was  apprehensi? e  of  bis  put- 
ting bis  threats  into  execution.  No 
intercession  was  of  course  made  for 
him,  and  he  suffered  the  due  reward 
of  bis  crime. 

Thus  did  this  wretched  being  fall 
a  Tictim  to  his  unparalleled  ingrati. 
tilde  and  duplicity,  and  by  him  was 
this  best  of  matters  repaid  for  all 
his  kindness  in  the  same  manner  as 
he  was  by  the  generality  of  his  de- 
pendents. To  wind  up  the  tragical 
story,  Fanning,  who  was  the  inno* 
cent  cause  of  bringing  the  affair  to 
light,  was  deprired  of  sense  and  life 
in  consequence  of  it  A  rery  dif. 
ferent  turn  has  been  given  to  the 
foregoing  incident  by  Mr.  Fox's 
enemies.  Prejudice  and  enmity 
have  painted  bis  conduct  upon  thu 
occasion  in  the  blackest  light.;  but 
^e  good  roan*  armed  with  that 
strongest  of  breast-plates,  a  heart 
untainted,  set  the  shafts  of  calumny 
at  defiance. 

i^yliffe  still  continued  to  charge 
liis  benefactor  with  unjustifiable 
proceedings ;  but,  after  conviction 
of  the  forgery  in  the  name  of  Mrs. 
Homer,  he  wrote  him  the  follow- 
ing letter :— - 

<  Honored  Sir, 

^  The  faults  1  hate  been  guilty  of 


shock  my  very  soul*  and  partlcu* 
larly  those  towards  you  ;  for  which 
I  heartily  ask  pardon  l>oth  of  God 
and  you.  The  sentence  pro. 
nonnced  upon  me  fills  me  with  hor- 
ror, such  as  nerer  was  felt  by  mor* 
tal.  What  can  I  say  ?  O  my  good. 
God  t  that  I  could  thiuk  of  any 
thing  to  induce  yon  to  hare  mercy: 
upon  roe;  or  to  prevail  upon 
you,  good  sir,  to  intercede  for 
my  life.  I  would  do  any  thing, 
either  at  home  or  abroad.  For 
God's  sake,  good  sir,  hare  compas- 
sion on  your  unhappy  and  unfor- 
tunate servant, 

•  Jooif  Ayliffb.' 

Mr.  Fox  supported  this  man  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  of  his  confinc-r 
ment  In  Newgate,  allowing  every 
thing  that  his  unhappy  situation 
could  require. 

Ayliffe  seems  to  have  been  much 
unprepared  for  death,  possibly  flat- 
tering himself  with  the  hopes  of  a 
pardon.  He  was  In  the  utmost 
agonies  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  night  previous  to  his  execution, 
but  slept  about  two  hours  towards, 
the  approach  of  morning.  His 
agitation  of  mind  brought  on  a 
fever,  which  producing  an  intolera- 
ble thirst,  he  endeavored  to  allay 
it  by  drinking  large  and  repeated 
draughts  of  water. 

On  his  way  to  the  place  of  execu- 
lion  his  violent  agitation  seemed  to 
have  subsided ;  and  at  the  fatal  tree 
he  behaved  with  decency  and  com- 
po8ure«  Some  persons  ^  present 
called  out  ^  A  reprieve !'  but  he, 
paid  no  regard  to  what  was  said ; 
dnd  his  hopes  respecting  thb  life 
appeared  now  to  be  vanished. 

After  execution,  which  took 
place  at  Tybum,November  the  7ih^ 
1759,  his  body  was  put  into  a 
hearse,  and  conveyed  into  Hertford- 
shire for  interment,  agreeably  to 
his  own  request. 
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Mr. 


ROBERT  TILLING, 

BIECOTBD  FOIi  UOBBIKO  UiS  MASTER. 

Lloyd,   an  cmrnent  mcr-    major,  who  comiaiUed  bim  for 


c)tan(,  lived  in  Devonshire  Square, 
Bishopsgate  Street,  Ijondon.  He 
kept  bb  carriage,  and  bired  Tilling 
as  bis  coachman. 

On  the  19tb  of  February,  1760^ 
at  fotir  o*clock  in  tbe  morning,  Mr. 
Lloyd  was  disturbed  from  sleep  by 
a  noise  in  bis  bouse ;  and  be  pre- 
seotly  saw  a  man  at  his  bedside, 
with  a  lantern  and  pistol  in  his 
hands.  He  presented  the  latter  to 
Mr.  Lloyd's,  bead,  and  demanded 
tbe  keys  of  bis  escritolr,  threaten- 
ing him  with  instant  death  if  be  re. 
fused.  Having  received  them,  be 
told  the  owner  that  in  case  of  bis 
calling  ont,  or  even  moving,  he 
bad  left  a  ^uard  who  would  dis- 
patch bim.  This  was  the  confe. 
derate  villain,  the  coachman,  nbo 
kept  himself  in  the  back  ground, 
tbat  his  master  should  not  know 
him* 

This  singular  robber,  whom  we 
are  sorry  not  to  find  bl-ough!  to 
condign  punishm^iif,  then  went 
down  stairs,  and  opened  the  mo- 
neyed rawer,  which  contained  a 
considerable  sum.  With  this  be 
returned  to  Mr.  Lloyd,  and  said, 
^  You  see.  Sir,  I  have  only  taken 
the  money  out  of  your  escritoir ; 
your  plate,  watch,  or  any  thing 
else,  1  have  not  meddled  with ; 
and,  as  to  the  little  cash  in  your 
pocket,  I  scorn  to  meddle  with  it;' 
aod  tbe  thieves  then  made  their 
escape. 

Suspidous  circumstances  arising 
against  Titling,  be  was  apprehend- 
ed,  and  brdught  before   the  lord 


second  examination. 

Upon  being  again  brought  up, 
be  confessed  to  bis  lordship  the 
robbery  above  described ;  and,  fur. 
tber,  (hat  be  had  robbed  Mr.  Hay* 
ward,  and  two  other  gentfeoien; 
but  denied  a  mail  robbery,  of  which 
be  was  also  suspected. 

He  was  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  sessions  at  tbe  Old  Bailey, 
convicted,  and  received  sentence  of 
death. 

He  sufTered  at  Tyburn,  April 
tbe^dth,  1760,  along  with  John 
Guest  and  Thomas  Smith,  for  a 
burglary  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Howe, 
a  silversmith,  in  Fleet  Street,  aad 
William  Beck  with,  for  stealing  di- 
yers  goods  in  the  bouse  of  Mr. 
John  Moore, 

Two  days  after  the  execvtien 
of  Tilling  his  body  was  iRterrcd 
in  the  burying^ground  of  Bun  hill 
Fields,  lie  had  been  a  stanch  Me- 
thodist. The  leader  of  that  sect, 
Mr.  Whitfield,  accompanied  by  a 
prodigious  nwirber  of  his  followers, 
attended  on  that  occasion.  There 
wa^  no  buriaUservice  read;  but,, 
after  the  corpse  had  been  some  Umei 
laid  in  the  ground,  Whitfield  went 
up  to  the  spot,  and,  in  a  declama- 
tory way,  showed  that  tbe  wages 
of  sin  were  death.  He  proclaisied 
the  penitence  of  the  malefactor, 
and  exhorted  all  to  turn  from  their 
vices,  and  come  to  Christ ;  and  then 
besought  servants  to  take  wamtng 
by  their  departed  brother-s  untimely 
death,  and  to  show  all  fidelity  to 
their  masters. 


FRANCIS  DAVID  STfRN, 

CONVICTED  OF  MUUDER. 


Francis  David  Stirn  was  born 
in  the  principality  of  H^sc  Casscl, 
about  the  year  17c{5.     His  father 


was  a  minister, ,  and  his  brother  a 
metropolitan  minister  at  Hersfeldt, 
having  the  superintendence  over  the 
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CaUitiist  clergy  of  a  certaio  dis- 
trict. 

At  a  proper  age  he  was  sent  to 
a  public  grammar-school  in  Ilcsse 
Cassel,  where  he  made  a  consider, 
able  progress,  and  was  then  re. 
moved  to  a  college  at  Bremen, 
which  ii  endowed  with  professor, 
ships,  88  an  university.  While  ho 
was  hei'e  he  preached  some  pro* 
bationary  discourses,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  place ;  and,  though 
he  was  scarcely  twenty  years  of  ago, 
became  tutor  to  the  son  of  one 
Haller,  a  doctor  of  laws,  and  bur- 
gomaster of  the  city*  But  he  soon 
forfeited  the  favour  both  of  Mr. 
Haller  and  his  wife  by  a  suspicious 
and  supercilious  disposition,  which 
broke  out  into  so  many  acts  of  in. 
decorum,  that  he  was  dismissed 
from  his  employment. 

He  was  then  taken  home  by  his 
brother,  who  soon  after  placed  him 
at  the  University  of  Hintelin,  be^ 
longing  to  Hesse,  where  he  pursued 
bis  studies  from  the  year  1766  till  the 
middle  of  the  year  1768*  During 
this  time  he  improved  bis  know 
ledge  in  the  I^atin  and  Greek 
cfasffics  to  an  uncommon  degree  ^ 
he  also  acquired  a  very  consider, 
able  skill  in  the  Hebrew,  and  be* 
came  a  great  profident  both  in  tocal 
and  Instrumental  music,  dancing) 
fsncing,  and  other  polite  accom. 
pUshmen  t8. 

About  this  time,  the  French  hav. 
2ng  made  an  irruption  into  Hesse, 
and  impoterished  the  inhabitants 
by  raising  exorbitant  contributions, 
his  brother  was  no  longer  able  to 
support  him,  and  therefore  sent 
him  to  England  with  very  strong 
recommendations  to  a  friend,  who 
was  in  a  station  of  great  honour 
/    and  interest. 

This  person  received  him  kindly, 
and  promised  to  procure  him  an 
a|>poinlment  that  should  be  agree. 
ableHa  his  friends;  Init,  as  no  op. 


portnhity  immediately  presented, 
he  offered  himaelf  as  an  assistant  to 
Mr.  Crawford,  who  kept  a  school 
in  Cross  Street,  Hattdn  Gurden, 
and  was  received  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Plan  la,  who  had  himself  lived  with 
Mr.  Crawford  in  that  station,  and 
left  him  upon  his  having  obtained  a 
place  in  the  Museum.  It  was  also 
proposed  that  he  should  assbt  the 
German  minister  at  the  chapel  In 
the  Savoy,  where  he  preached  seve- 
ral probationary  discourses ;  bnt,  as 
he  made  use  of  notes,  he  was  not 
approved  of  by  his  auditory.  Stirn, 
however,  with  the  suspicion  natural 
to  hb  temper,  imputed  his  disap- 
pointment to  some  unfriendly  oflices 
of  Mr.  Planta,  and  some  unac- 
countable combination  between  him 
and  the  people. 

He  then  turned  his  thoughts  to. 
wards  a  military  life,  in  which  some 
offer  of  advantage  seems  to  have 
been  made  him  ;  but  his  friends 
here  were  so  well  apprised  of  his 
Infirmity,  that,  knowing  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  submit  to 
the  subordination  established  in  the 
army,  they  eanicstly^  dissuaded  him 
from  it)  that  he  might  not  incur  the 
censure  of  a  court-martial,  or  bring 
himself  into  other  ineitricable  diffi- 
culties. 

He  then  formed  a  design  of  en- 
tering  Into  one  of  our  utiiversities  ; 
and,  having  communicated  it  to  his 
friends,  he  obtained  the  interest  off 
several  clergymen  of  considerable 
influence  I  but  some  new  sally  of 
his  jealous  and  ungovernable  tem^ 
per  disgusted  his  friends  and  disap- 
pointed his  expectations.  Yet,  in. 
stead  of  imputing  his  disappoint, 
ment  to  himself,  he  threw  out  ntenj 
threats  against  those  whom  he  had 
already  offended  by  his  petulance 
and  ill  behaviour. 

In  the  mean  time  he  continued 
in  Mr.  Crawford's  family,  where 
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1:6  gave  frequent  and  mortifying  In* 
stances  of  bis  pride  and  indiscre. 
lion,  one  of  which  is  too  remark* 
able  to  be  Omitted  :— 

He  set  out  one  daj  with  Mr. 
Crawford  and  a  Prussian  gentle, 
man,  to  dine  with  Mr.  V — ,  a  Dutch 
merchant,  residing  at  M  us  well 
Hill.  In  his  way  thither  he  quitted 
his  company,  and,  by  crossing  the 
fields,  got  to  the  honse  before  them. 
When  he  came  there,  he  took  such 
offence  at  something  Mr.  V—  said, 
in  some  trifling  dispute  which  hap. 
pened  between  them,  that  he  called 
him  a  fool,  and  proceeded  from  one 
outrage  to  another,  till  Mr.  V^— 
ordered  his  servants  to  turn  him 
.  out  of  doors,  which  was  done  be« 
fore  his  companions,  Crawford  and 
the  Prussian,  got  there.  Yet  Stim, 
when  the^  came  back  in  the  even- 
ing, fell  into  another  %t  of  rage 
against  them,  and  charged  them 
with  hafing  got  to  Mr.  V— 's  be. 
fore  him,  and  concealed  themselves 
in  another  room,  to  enjoy  the  in« 
jurious  treatment  which  Mr.  Y — 
was  prepared  to  offer  him  ;  insist, 
ing  that  he  had  heard  them  rejoic- 
ing and  laughing  at  his  disgrace. 

While  he  lived  with  Mr.  Craw, 
ford'  he  became  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Matthews,  a  surgeon  in  the 
neighborhood,  who  advertised  the. 
care  of  fistulas,  and  other  dborclers 
oi  the  like  kind.  Matthews  is  said 
to  liave  insinuated  to  Stim,  that, 
though  Crawford  professed  great 
friendship  for  him,  yet  his  intention  ' 
was  only  to  keep  him  in  a  state  of 
poverty  and  dependence,  and  to 
render  his  abilities  subservient  to 
his  own  advantage,  without  gifing 
him  a  valuable  consideration  ;  tell- 
ing him  that  it  was  In  his  power  to 
provide  much  better  for  himself. 
From  this  time  Stirn*s  behaviour  to 
Mr.  Crawford  was  very  different 
from  what  it  had  been  before,  and 
Mr.  Crawford  was  ptoportionably 


Jess  satisfied;  so  that,  though  he 
still  continued  with  him,  yet  Craw- 
ford says  that  he  now  kept  him 
merely  from  the  regard  he  had  to 
him  and  his  family. 

Soon  after  this,  Matthews  made 
him  a  proposal  to  come  and  live 
with  him,  offering  him  an  apart- 
ment, ready  furnished,  -  and  liis 
board,  upon  condition  that  he 
should  teach  Mrs.  Matthews  and 
her  daughter  music,  and  Matthews 
himself  the  classics.  Thb  proposal 
Stirn  Inclined  to  accept ;  but  Mr. 
Crawford,  hearing  of  it,  endea- 
vored to  persuade  Matthews  to  re- 
tract it,  telling  him  that  Stirn  bad 
fallings  which  would  -render  him  a 
wery  troublesome  Inmate.  Mat- 
thews, who  seems  to  have  had  nei« 
ther  a  good  opinion  of  Craw  ford^ 
nor  good  will  towards  him,  imme- 
diately told  Stirn  that  he  had  been 
attempting  to  .persuade  him  to  go 
back  from  his  proposals,  and  men- 
tioned also  the  reasons  he  gave  for 
so  doing.  This'  threw  Stirn  into  a 
rage,  and  he  expressed  his  resent- 
ment to  Crawford  in  strong  terms^ 
and  with  a  bobterous  behaviour. 

Stinv  soon  after  accepted  Mat-- 
thews's  proposal ;  and  Ddatthews 
offered  to  secure  him  a  coiitinuanco. 
of  what  he  had  offered  for  twelve, 
months,  by  writing ;'  but  Stirn  re- 
fused the  obligatloDy  saying  that 
his  honour  was  sufficient* 

Crawford,  having  failed  in  per- 
suading Matthews  not  to  receive 
Stirn,  now  endeavored  to  prevail 
upon  Stirn  not  to);o  to  Matthews ; 
and  therefore,  though  he  says  he 
would  not  have  kept  him  so  long 
but  In  regard  to  Stim  himself  and 
hb  friends,  he  now  offered  to  raise 
hb  salary,  that  he  might  keep  him 
longer,  at  greater  expense. 

But  this  offer  was  refused,  and 
Stirn  took  possession  of  his  apart- 
ment at  Matthei^s's  house :  a  very, 
little  time,  howefer,  was  sufficient. 
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to  %how  tlmt  thef  conld  not  long 
continne  together.     Slirn*s  pride, 
and  his  situation  in  life,  concurred 
to  render  him  so  jealous  of  indig- 
nity, and  so  ingenious  in  discover- 
ing oblique  reproach  and  insult  in 
the  behafiour  of  those  about  him, 
that,  finding  one  erening,  arter  he 
came  home,  some  pieces  of  bread  in 
the  dining. room,  which  had  been 
teft  there  by  a  child  of  the  family, 
he  immediately  took  it  into  his  head 
that   they  were  left  there  as   re- 
proachful emblems  of  his  poverty, 
which  obliged  him  to  subsist  on  the 
fragments  of  charity.   This  thought 
set  him  on  fire  in  a  moment;  he 
ran  foriously  upstairs,  and,  knock. 
ing   loudly  and  suddenly  at  Mr. 
Matthcws*s  chamber-door,    called 
ont  «  Mr.   Matthews!'     He  was 
answered  by  Mrs.  Matthews,  who 
was  in  bed,  that  Mr.  Matthews  was 
not  there ;  but  he  still  clamorously 
insisted  on  the  door  being  opened, 
so  that  Mrs.  Matthews  was  obliged 
to   rise,   and,   having  put  on  her 
clothes,  came  out«  and  as  Iced  him 
what  he  wanted,  and  what  he  meant 
by  such  behaviour.     He  answered 
that  he  wanted  Mr.  Matthews,  and 
that  he  knew  he  was  in  the  rpom. 
It  happened  that  at  this  instant  Mr.^ 
Matthews  knocked  at  the  street* 
door,  and  put  an  end  to  the  dispute 
with  his  wife.    The  moment  Mr. 
Matthews  entered  the  house,  Stirn 
in  a  furious  manner  charged  him 
with  an  intention  to  affront  him  by 
the  cruits.    Mr.  Matthews  assured 
him  that  he  meant  no  such  thing, 
and  that  the   bread   was    carried 
thither  by  the  child :  Mrs.  Mat. 
thews  also  confirmed  it,  and  Stirn 
was  at  length  pacified.     He  seems 
to  have    been    conscious    of   the 
strange  impropriety  of  his  conduct 
as  soon  as  he  had  time  for  reflec- 
tioo;    for  the  next  morning    he 
went  io  Mr.  Crawford,  and  ex- 
pressed a  most  grateful  sense  of 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matthews*s  patience 
and  kindness  in  suffering,  and  pass- 
ing over,  his  fantastic  behavioor. 

It  is,  however,  probable,  that, 
from  this  time,  they  begah  to  live 
together  upon  very  ill  terms.   Mat- 
thews Soon  after  gave  him  warning 
to  quit  bis  house,  and  Stirn  refused 
to  go.     What  particular  offences 
had  been  given  on  each  side  does 
not  appear;   but  they  had  been 
carried  to  such  lengths,  that  Craw- 
ford consulted  Mr.  Welch,  a  Mid- 
dlesex justice,  about  them,  on  Stirn's 
behalf.      What  directions  he  re- 
ceived are  not  known ;   but,  on 
Wednesday,  the  13th  of  August, 
Stirn  having  been  then  in  Mr.  Mat. 
thews's  family  about  two  months, 
Matthews  went  to  a  friend  upon 
Dowgate  Hill,  whose   name   was 
f  jowther,  and,  telling  him  that  Stirn 
had  behaved  so  ill  he  could  no  longer 
keep  him  in  his  house,  and  that  he 
had  refused  to  quit  it,  requested 
his  advice  and  assbtance  to  get  rid 
of  him.     Mr.  Lowther  then  went 
with  Mr.  Matthews  to  Mr.  Welch, 
who,  finding  there  was  no  legal 
contract  between  them,  told  Mat- 
thews he  might  turn  Stirn  oat  when 
he  pleased,  without  notice.    Mat- 
*  thews  then  determining  to  turn  him 
out  that  night,  Mr.  Welch  desired 
he  would  be  cautious,  and  advised 
him  to  get  a  couple  of  friends  to  be 
with  him;  and,  when  Stirn  came 
in,  first  to  desire  him  to  go  away 
peaceably,  and,  if  he  refused,  to 
lead  him  out  by  the  arm.     Mat- 
thews then  said  he  was  a  desperate 
man,  and,  if  he  should  offer  any 
rudeness  to  him,  would  make  no 
scruple  of  stabbing  him.     He  was 
then  advised  to  take  a  peace-officer 
with   him  ;   and,  having  now  re- 
ceived   sufficiedt  instructions,    he 
went  away  with  his  friend,  deter- 
mined to  put  them  in  execution. 

While  Matthews  and  his  friend 
were  at  Mr.  Welch's,  Stirn  was 
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making  his  complaint  to  Mr.  Craw- 
fordy  whom  he  met  at  Bartlelt's 
Buildings  Coffee-houic,  near  Holi 
bprn.  Ho  told  him,  with  gfeat 
epioUoiii,  that  Mr.  Matthews  had 
Tillainouslj  and  unjustly  charged 
him  with  having  alienated  tb^  affec- 
tion of  his  wife»  and,  by  her  means^ 
having  had  access  to  his  purse. 

Mr.  Crawford,  who  appears  to 
have  k^owQ  that  Matthews  bad 
warned  Stiru  to  be  gone,  and  that 
Stirn  had  refused  to  go,  advised 
him,  as  the  best  way  of  removing 
Matthews's  suspicions,  immediately 
to  quit  his  bouse.  Upon  this  be 
started  np  in  a  violent  rage,  and 
told    him,    if    he    spoke   another 

word,  he  would ,  and  muttered 

something  else  to  himself,  which 
Mr.  Crawford  could  not  hear.  But 
the  next  moment  he  told  him  that 
he  and  Mr.  Chapman  (a  surgeon  in 
the  neighborhood)  had  conspired 
with  Mr.  Matthews  to  ruin  bis 
character,  and  oblige  htm  to  quit 
England  with  infamy.  After  some 
farther  altercation  he  sat  down, 
and  appeared  somewhat  more  com- 
posed;  but,  on  a  sudden,  started 
up  again,  with  new  fury  in  his  look, 

.  and  said  his  honour  was  wounded, 
his  character  ruined,  and  his  bread# 
lost;  that,  under  such  circum. 
stances,  he  could  not  live;  and 
that,  if  Matthews  scandalously 
turned  him  out  of  his  house,  which 
he  seems  to  have  threatened,   he 

,  would  be   revenged.     Mr,  Craw. 

.  ford  attempted  some  farther  expos- 
tulation;  but  finding  it  in  vain,  and 
it  being  now  near  eleven  o'clock, 
he  accompanied  him  to  Mr.  Mat* 
thews's  door,  and  there  left  him  : 
but,  though  lie  was  in  a  temper 
that  made  expostulation  hopeless, 
yet,  he  says,  he  left  him,  as  he 
thought,  in  a  disposition  to  do  as 
he  advised  him. 

Matthews,  in  the  mean  time,  had 

.6^t   two   frien(|s,    of    whom   Mr. 


Lowther  was  one,  and  a  constable; 
and,  having  removed  all  that  be. 
longed  to  Mr.  Stirn  out  of  bis 
room  into  the  passage,  they  were 
waiting  for  his  coming  in ;  Mat- 
thews having  determined  to  turn 
him  into  the  street  at  that  time  of 
the  night,  and  leave  him  to  get  a 
lodging  where  he  could. 

When  Sdrn  knocked  at  the  door 
it  was  opened  to  him  by  Lowther^ 
and  npon  entering  the  passage,  and 
seeing  his  clothes  and  other  things 
lying  in  it,  he  cried  oat,  with  great 
passion,  *  Who  has  done  this?' 
Matthews  replied  *  I  have  done 
it.  You  told  me  yon  would  not 
leave  my  house  but  by  force,  and 
now  I  am  determined  you  shall  go.' 
Stirn  then  reproached  Matthews 
with  being  a  bad  man,  and  told 
him  that  he  was  a  coward,  and 
would  not  have  dared  thus  to  insult 
him  if  ho  had  not  procured  persons 
to  abet  and  assist  him.  -Some  far- 
ther words  passed  on  both  sides; 
after  which  Matthews  desired  Stirn 
to  take  a  glass  of  wine,  there  being 
then  wine  and  glasses  upon  the  table; 
and  said  ^  Let  us  part  friendly.' 
Stirn  then  said  he  would  not  go  till 
be  had  played  his  last  tune ;  and, 
there  being  a  spinnet  In  the  room, 
he  went  and  struck  it  five  or  six 
times :  then  he  said  <  I  want  bnt 
half  a  guinea;  you  may  do  what 
you  will  with  my  clothes  and 
books.'  Mattheu  s  replied  ^  If  you 
will  tell  me  what  you  want  witb 
half  a  guinea,  and  have  not  so 
much,  1  will  lend  you  the  money.' 
Stirn  then  put  his  hand  in  bis 
pocket,  and,  taking  out  some  mo- 
ney, looked  at  it^  and  said  <  No, 
I  have  as  much  money  as  I  want ; 
I  have  spoken  to  a  man  to-day  who 
will  write  my  life  and  yours.' 
^  Uave  a  care,'  said  Matthews, 
*  what  you  say ;  you  have  before 
said  enough  for  me  to  lay  you  by 
the  heels,'    '  Why,  what  have  I 
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faid  befbre?'  udd  Stirn.  <  Whj, 
you  ha? e  said,'  replied  Matthews, 
^  that  Crawford  might  thank  his 
God  be  had  got  rid  of  yoa  in  the 
manner  he  had ;  but  that  you  would 
haTa  your  rcTcnge  of  me.'  Slir-n 
thea  desired  Matthews  to  gite  him 
his  hand ;  and  Matthews  stretching 
it  out,  Stim  grasped  it  in  both  his, 
and  said  *  I  have  said  so,  and,  here 
is  my  hand,  1  will  haTc  re?cnge  of 
yoa.'  After  this  a  good  deal  of 
opprobrious  language  passed  be- 
tween them;  and  then  Stirn  went 
out  of  the  house  with  the  constable, 
though  not  in  his  custody. 

Where  this  forlorn  and  infatuated 
creature  passed  the  night  docs  not 
appear ;  nor  b  any  thing  related  of 
the  transactions  of  the  next  day, 
Thursday,  the  14th,  except  that 
Mn  Chapman  endeaTored  to  pro- 
cure  a  meeting  of  the  parties  with 
himself  and  Mr.  Crawford  that 
evening,  to  bring  about  a  reconci- 
liation,  but  without  success,  Mr. 
Matthews  being  unfortunately  from 
home  when  he  called  to  make  the 
appointment.  It  appears,  how. 
ever,  from  divers  circumstances 
which  happened  afterwards,  that, 
on  that  day,  Stirn  bought  a  pair  of 
pistols,  and  that,  having  loaded 
them,  he  sent  Mr.  Matthews  a 
challenge,  which  Matthews  refused 
to  accept ;  and  it  is  probable  that 
from  this  time  he  resolved  upon  the 
murder,  no  other  means  of  revenge 
being  left  him.  On  Friday  morn, 
ing,  the  15th,  Mr.  Crawford,  hear, 
ing  that  Stirn  was  in  great  anxiety 
and  distress  of  mind,  gave  him  an 
invitation  io  dinner.  This  invita- 
tion he  accepted,  and  behaved  with 
great  propriety  and  politeness  till 
after  the  cloth  was  taken  away; 
but  juit  then  he  started  up,  as  if 
stung  by  some  sudden  thought,  and 
uttered  several  invectives  against 
Matthews ;  saying  that  none  but 
an  execrable  villain  could  intpute 


to  him  the  horrid  diara^ler  of  a 
thief  and  adulterer.  He  said  this 
without  any  mention  having  been 
made  of  his  own  situation,  or  of 
Mr.  Matthews's  name,  aad  soon 
after  went  away. 

About  half  an  hour  after  five, 
the  same  evening,  as  Mr.  Craw- 
ford was  going  down  Cross  Street, 
Stirn  overtook  him.  Crawford  at 
this  time  discovered  such  an  expres- 
sion of  despair  in  his  pouutenance 
that  he  suspected  he  had  formed  a 
design  to  destroy  himself,  especiaUy 
as  it  was  said  he  had  made  an  at- 
tempt of  that  kind  six  months  be- 
fore. 

Stim  tamed  the  conversation 
principally  upon  the  point  of 
honour,  and  the  proper  means  of 
maintaining  it.  Crawford,  who 
saw  him  greatly  moved,  so  as  fre- 
quently t6.  start  and  change  colour, 
turned  the  discourse  to  religion ; 
but,  observing  he  gained  no  atten. 
tion,  he  hoped  to  sooth  his  mind 
by  mentioning  the  prospect  he  still 
had  of  doing  well;  but  Stirn  then 
hastily  Interrupted  him  :  ^  Who»^ 
says  he,  ^  will  entertain  a  person 
under  the  horrid  character  of  an 
adulterer  and  a  thief?  No,  sir  ;  I 
am  lost  both  to  God  and  io  the 
world.' 

Mr.  Crawford  then  told  him  that, 
if  be  should  fail  of  success  here,  he 
would  assist  him  with  money  ^o  re- 
turn to  his  brother.  *  To  my  bro- 
ther !'  says  Stim,  in  an  agony ; 
^  neither  my  brother  nor  my  coun- 
try can  receive  me  under  the  dis- 
grace of  such  crimes  as  are  imputed 
to  me.'  As  he  pronounced  these 
words  he  burst  Into  tears  ;  and  Mr. 
Crawford,  not  being  able  longer  to 
support  the  efTect  of  such  a  conver- 
sation upon  his  mind,  was  obliged 
to  take  his  leave. 

Mr.  Crawford,  in  order  to  re- 
collect himself,  went  out  into  the 
fields,   where   he  could   pot  help 
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musing  on  what  had  passed ;  and 
finding  his  suspicions,  that  Slim 
intended  (o  destroy  himself,  grow 
stronger  and  stronger,  he  deter- 
mined  to  retom,  and  endeafour  to 
find  him  oat  a  second  time. 

It  happened  that  about  half  an 
hour  after  eight  o'clock  he  met  with 
him  at  Owen's  Coffee-house,  where 
the  conversation  upon  his  quarrel 
with  Matthews  was  renewed,thoagh 
with  much  more  temper  than  be- 
fore ;  yet  Stirn  often  started,  say. 
ing  he  eipected  that  every  one  who 
opened  the  door  was  Matthews. 

While  he  was  at  Owen's  Coffee- 
house he  called  for  a  pint  of  porter 
and  some  potatoes,  which  he  de- 
voured ravenously,  though  he  had 
sopped  before,  and  drank  a  pint  of 
porter  and  three  gills  of  wine. 

About  ten  o'clock  he  got  up, 
and  said  he  would  go  to  Mr. 
Pugh's*  Pugh  kept  an  alehouse, 
the  sign  of  the  Pewter  Platter,  in 
Cross  Street,  Hatton  Garden,  next 
door  to  Crawford's  school,  where 
Crawford,  Matthews,  Chapman, 
and  other  persons  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, frequently  met  to  spend  the 
evening. 

Mr.  Crawford  endeavored  to 
persuade  him  to  go  home  to  his 
lodgings ;  upon  which  Stirn,  with- 
out  miJLing  any  reply,  caught  him 
by  the  hand,  and  pressed  it  with 
such  violence  as  almost  to  force  the 
blood  out  at  his  dngers'  ends. 

They  went  together  to  Mr. 
Pogh's  door,  where  Mr.  Crawford 
left  him,  and  went  home.  Stirn 
went  into  the  neighbours'  room  at 
the  Pewter  Platter,  where  he  found 
Matthews,  who  had  been  (o  see 
Foote's  farce,  called  7%e  Minor^ 
in  the  Haymarket,  and  with  him 
Mr.  Chapman  and  Mr.  Lowther : 
several  other  persons  were  in  the 
room,  bat  not  of  the  same  company. 

Stirn  sat  down  at  the  same  table 
with  Matthews  and  his  friends ;  but 


Chapmbn, perceiving  by  his  gestures 
and  countenance  that  lie  was  in 
great  agitation,  called  him  out,  and 
admonished  him  not  to  do  any 
thing  that  might  have  disagreeable 
consequences  cither  to  himself  or 
others.  Aftor  this  Stirn  retamed 
alone  into  the  room,  and  Chapman 
went  home.  Stirn  walked  about 
the  room  by  himself,  and  in  the 
mean  time  Mr.  Crawford  came  io, 
having  heard  who  were  in  com- 
pany, and  fearing  some  fatal  effect 
of  Stirn's  passion,  which  he  hoped 
he  might  contribute  to  prevent. 

Stirn,  after  some  time,  applying 
himself  \o,  Mr.  Matthews,  said, 
^  Sir,  you  have  accused  me  of  tlieft 
and  adultery.'  Matthews  denied 
the  charge ;  but  said,  if  his  wife's 
virtue  had  not  been  more  io  be  de- 
pended upon  than  his  honour,  he 
did  not  know  what  might  have 
been  the  consequence. 

After  some  mutual  reproaches 
Matthews  called  him  a  dirty  fellow, 
and  said  he  ought  to  be  sent  into 
his  own  lousy  country.  Stirn  after 
this  took  two  or  three  turns  about 
the  room  without  reply,  and  then 
took  a  small  piece  of  paper  oat  of 
his  pocket,  and  held  it  some  time  in 
his  hand,  with  a  design  that  Mat- 
thews should  take  notice  of  it ;  but 
Matthews  not  regarding  it,  he  held 
it  in  the  candle  till  it  was  burnt :  he 
then  walked  about  the  room  for  a 
few  minutes  more,  and  Crawford) 
observing  uncommon  fury  and  des- 
peration in  his  looks,  desjred  the 
company  to  drink  his  health.  Mr. 
Lowther  immediately  did  so,  and, 
as  be  thinks,  so  did  Mr.  Matthews 
too  ;  after  which  Stirn  still  walked 
about  the  room,  bat  in  a  few 
minutes  came  and  stood  at  Mr. 
Crawford's  elbow.  Mr.  Lowther 
sat  next  to  Mr.  Crawford,  and  Mr. 
Matthews  next  to  Mr.  Lowther. 
He  then  went  and  stood  between 
Mr.  lowther  and  Mr.  Crawford; 
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uid,.  htnring  contiouedt  theret  aboot 
a  nlDate,  or  a  minute  and  a  half, 
be  drew  out  the  two  pistols  he  had 
procured  for  the  duel,  wrapped  up 
in  a  piece  of  paper,  and,  stretching 
hh  arm  across  the  table  liefore  Mr. 
liowther,  he  discharged  one  bf 
tliein  at  Matthews's  breast,  who 
gave  a  sodden  start,  and  then,  fall* 
log  forward,  died  instantlj  without 
a  groan.  Slim,  almost  at  the  same 
■Krineot,  discharged  the  other  at 
lifitiself ;  but,  by  sotne  accident,  the 
ball  missed  him,  without  doing  anj 
other  damage.  As  soon  as  the 
^oke  was  dissipated,  and  the  com. 
panj  recovered  from  their  first  as. 
fe^ishoient  and  confusion,  Stirn  was 
ieen  standing  as  it  were  torpid  with 
amazement  and  horror.  On  per- 
odTiog  the  attention  of  all  that 
were  in  the  room  turned  upon  him, 
he  seemed  to  recollect  himself,  and 
made  towardd  the  door ;  but  a  per. 
son  in  the  room,  whose  name  was 
Warford,  seized  him,  and,  after 
some  struggle,  pulled  him  to  the 
ground.  Lowther  immediately  went 
up  to  him,  and  Stirn  cried  out, 
^  Shoot  me !  shoot  me !  shoot  me, 
for  I  shall  be  hanged.'  Somebody 
tfien  saying  *  Matthews  is  dead,* 
Stirn  lepli^  ^  I  am  not  sorry,  but 
I- am  sorry  that  i  did  not  shoot 

*  ndyself.* 

After  his  commitment  he  obsti* 
oately  refuted  all  kinds  of  tood, 
with  a  Tiew  to  starte  himself,  that 

*  be^itoight  avoid  the  infamy  of  a  pub. 
lie  detith  by  the  hands  of  the  erecu. 
ttoner  t  he  persisted  -in  thid  absti. 
nence  till  the  Friday  following,  the 
Md  of  August)  being  just  a  week, 
drinking  only  a  dish  or  two  of 
cdiTee,  and  a  Httle  wine.  This  con« 
dnct  he  endeavored  to  justify  by 
sdying  that  his  life  was  forfeited 
both  by  the  law  of  God  and  man, 
and  that  it  was  not  lawful  6ven  for 
the  government  to  pardon  him ;  and 
what  does  it  signify,  says  he,  by 

TOL.  II. 


whose  hands  this  forfeit  is  paid  ? 
The  Ordinary,  indeed,  told  him,  in 
answer  to  this  argument,  that  his 
life  was  not  in  his  own  power,  and 
that  as  he  did  not,  and  could  not^ 
give  it  to  himself,  so  neither  had  he 
a  right  to  take  it  away.  It  is  in« 
deed  a  pity  that  upon  this  occasion 
the  Ordinary  was  master  of  no  l>et- 
tor  argument^  for  the  one  he  used 
against  Stirn^s  right  to  take  away 
his  owb  life  would  prove  that  hhl 
life  could  not  be  lawfully  taken 
away  by  any  other ;  for,  if  Stirn 
had  not  a  right  to  take  away  his 
own  life,  because  he  did  not  and 
could  not  give  it  to  himself,  the 
hangman,  as  he  could  no  more  give 
Ufe  than  Stirn,  had  no  more  right 
to  take  it  away.  He  was,  how- 
ever,  urged  to  eat  by  arguments 
addressed  to  his  passions ;  for  he 
was  told  that  he  would  incur  more 
Infamy  by  suicide  than  by  hanging, 
as  his  body  would  be  dragged  like 
that  of  a  brute  to  a  hole  dug  to  re- 
ceive it  ina  cross.road,  and  a  stake 
would  be  afterwards  driven  through 
it,  which  would  remain  as  a  monn. 
mcnt  of  disgrace.  These  argu. 
ments,  however,  were  without  ef. 
feet,  for  he  never  afterwards  ate 
any  solid  food. 

On  Wednesday,  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 176o\  having  then  in  some 
degree  recovered  his  strength,  he 
was  brought  to  the  bar  and  ar. 
raigned;  he  was  then  decently 
dressed  in  a  suit  of  black  cloth, 
but,contrary  to  the  general  expecta- 
tidn,he  pleaded  not  guilty,  and  re- 
quested that  his  trial  might  be  put 
off  till  Friday  the  ISth^  which  was 
granted  i 

On  the  l^h  he  was  brought  to 
the  bar  again,  but,  instead  of  his 
suit  of  black,  he  appeared  in  a 
green  night-gown  :  he  had  been  ad- 
vised to  feign  himself  road,  but  this 
advice  he  rejected  with  disdain. 
During  his  trial,  which  lasted 
51 
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about  four  hours,  he  was  often 
ready  to  faint;  he  was  therefore  in. 
dulged  with  a  scat,  and  several  re« 
freshmeats.  When  sentence  was 
passed  upon  him  he  quite  fainted 
away ;  but,  being  recovered  by  the 
application  of  spirits,  he  requested 
the  Court  tliat  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  go  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion in  the  coach  with  the  clergy- 
man ;  upon  which  the  Court  told 
him  that  was  in  the  sheriff's  breast, 
but  that  such  a  ia? our,  if  granted, 
would  be  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  the  law  which  had  been  lately 
made  to  distinguish  murders  by  ex- 
emplary punishment :  upon  this  he 
made  a  profound  reverence  to  the 
Court,  and  was  taken  back  to 
pri^n. 

About  six  o'clock  the  same  even- 
ing he  was  visited  by  the  Ordinary, 
who  found  in  the  press.yard  a  Ger- 
man, who  said  he  was.  a  minister 
whom  Stirn  had  desired  might  at- 
tend him:  the  Ordinary  therefore 
took  him  up  with  him  to  Stim's 
chamber,  he  having  been  removed 
from  the  cells  by  the  assistance  pf 
some  friends.  They  found  him  ly- 
ing en  his  bed ;  and,  as  ho  expressed 
great  uneasiness  at  the  presence  of 
the  Ordinary,  and  a  prisoner  that 
had  been  set  orer  him  as  a  guard, 
they  withdrew,  and  left  him  alone 
with  his  countryman.  Soon  after 
this  an  alarm  was  given  that  Stirn 
was  extremely  111,  and  supposed  to 
have  taken  poison  :  he  was  imme- 
diately visited  by  the  sheriff,  and 
Mr.  Akerman,  the  keeper  of  the 
prison,  who  found  him  in  a  state  of 
stupefaction,  but  not  yet  convulsed : 
a  surgeon  was  procured,  and  se- 
veral methods  tried  to  discharge  his 
stomach  of  the  pobon,  but  without 
effect ;  he  was  then  let  blood,  which 
apparently  rendered  him  worse. 

About  nine  o'clock  hfe  was  pale 
and  speechless,  his  jaw  was  fallen, 


and  his  cye»  were  fixed  ;  and  abost 
five  minutes  before  eleven  he  ex- 
pired. 

It  does  not  appear  what  reason 
Matthews  had  for  chargini(  Stirn 
with  an  attempt  upon  h'ls  wife,  but 
Stirn  solemnly  declared  in  his  last 
moments  that  there  was  none.  He 
'  expressed  many  obligations  to  Mr. 
Crawford,  who  often  visited  bim  in 
prison  with  great  l^indness  and  hip* 
manity ;  and,  perhaps,  if  he  had 
been  in  a  situation  more  suitable 
not  only  to  his  hopes,  bat  to  his 
merit  and  his  birth,  he  wovid  have 
been  less  jealous  of  affronts,  and, 
conscious  of  nndbputed  d^aity« 
would  have  treated  rudeness  and 
slander  with  contempt,  instead  of 
pursuing  them  with  revenge* 

He  spent  his  life  in  perpetual 
transitions  from  outrage  and  fury 
to  remorse  and  regret«-one  hour 
drawing  his  sword  upon  his  dearest 
friends  to  revenge  some  imaginary 
affront,  and  the  next  lamenting  his 
folly,  and  entreating  their  panloa 
with  contrition  and  tears.  How 
many  are  they  whose  keen  seosibl- 
lity  and  violence  of  temper  keep 
them  nearly  In  the  same  sitnatioB, 
though  they  have  not  yet  been 
pushed  to  the  same  excess!  Letsu^ 
remember  that  no  human  being  can 
say  to  the  passions  of  the  mind, 
any  more  than  to  the  waves  of  the 
sea,  <  Hitherto  shall  ye  go,  but 
here  shall  ye  be  stayed.' 

If,  by  this  mournful  example, 
some  of  these  shall  be  warned  gra- 
dually to  weaken  their  Tebemence 
of  temper  by  restraint,  instead  of 
giving  it  new  force  by  Habit,  ndtlier 
Stirn  nor  Matthews  will  have  died 
Li  vain :  they  will  have  reason  to 
say,  upon  this  occasion,  ^  that  God, 
in  the  midst  of  judgment,  has  re- 
membered mercy ;  and  that,  by  the 
stripes  of  others,  they  have  been 
/healed.' 
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Earl  Ferrer$  tkooUng  Mr,  Joknton,  kU  Stetoqrd. 


LAURENCE  EARL  FERRERS, 

ESECUTVD  FOR  MURDEB. 


From  the  royal  blood  of  the 
Plantagenets  was  the  hoase-of  Per- 
rers  descended,  and  had  been  dis. 
tingaUhed  for  ages.  One  of  the 
family  was  slain,  while  fighting  on 
behalf  of  the  crown,  at  the  memo- 
rable battle  of  Shrewsbury,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
IV. — a  circumstance  that  is  men. 
tioned  by  the  immortal  Shakspeare. 

Laurence  Earl  Ferrers  was  a  man 
of  an  anhappy  disposition.  Though 
of  dear  intellects,  and  acknow- 
ledged abilities  when  sober,  yet  an 
early  attachment  to  drinking  great- 
ly impaired  his  faculties;  and, 
when  drunk,  his  behaviour  was 
that  of  a  madman.    » 

Lord  Ferrevrmarried  the  youngest 
daughter  of  Sir  William  Meridith, 
in  the  year  1759,  but  beha?ed 
to   her   with   such   unwarrantable 


cruelty  that  she  was  obliged  to 
apply  to  Parliament  for  r^rcss ; 
the  consequence  of  which  was  that 
an  act  passed  for  allowing  her  a  sc. 
parate  maintenance,  to  be  raised 
out  of  his  estates. 

The  following  will  afford  a  spe- 
cimen of  the  brutality  of  Lord  Fer- 
rers' behaviour:  Some  oysters  had 
been  sent  from  London,  which  not 
proving  good,  his  lordship  directed 
one  of  the  servants  to  swear  that 
the  carrier  had  changed  them  ;  but 
the  servant  declining  to  take  such 
an  oath,  the  earl  flew  on  him  in  a 
rage,  stabbed  him  in  the  breast  with 
a  knife,  cut  his  head  with  a  candle- 
stick, and  kicked  him  on  the  groin 
with  such  severity,  that  he  was  in- 
capable  of  a  retention  of  urine  for 
several  years  afterwards. 

Lordj  Ferren'  brother  and  his 
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wife  pftjing  a  tIiH  to  him  and  Ms 
counters  at  Stantoii«-Harold,  tome 
dispute- arose  between  the  parties ; 
and  Lady  Ferrers  being  abseotf^om 
the  room,  the  carl  ran  up  stairs 
with  a  large  clasp-knife  in  his  hand, 
and  ask^  a  serrant  whom  he  met 
where  his  ladj  was.  The  man  said, 
^  In  her  own  room  ;'  and,  being  di- 
rected  to  follow  him  thither,  Lord 
Ferrers  ordered  him  to  load  a  brace 
of  pistols  with  bullets.  This  order 
was  complied  with;  but  the  ser- 
Tant,  apprehensive  of  mischief,  de- 
clined prioiing  the  pistols,  which 
Lord  Ferrers  discoTcring,  he  swore 
at  hiniy  asked  him  for  powder,  and 
prim^  thiem  hims^f.  He  then 
threatened:  thatv  if  he  did  not  im- 
mtidiatdyvgo  and  shodt  his  brother, 
the  captain^  he  would  blow  his 
brains  out.  T-he  servant  hesitating, 
his  lordship  .  pulled  <  the  trigger  of 
OQte  (df '.the  pistol^;  but  it  missed 
fire/Hereupon  the  countess  droppjsd 
on  her  knees,  and  begged  him  to  ap- 
pease  his  passions ;  but  in  return 
he  swore  at  her,  and  threatened  her 
destruction  if  she  opposed  him. 
The  serrant  now  escaped  from  the 
room,  and  reported  what  had  passed 
to  his  lordship's  brother,  who  im. 
mediately  called  his  wife  from  her 
bed,  and  they  left  the  house,  though 
it  was  then  two  o*clock  in  the 
ihprning. 

The  unfortunate  Mr.  Johnson, 
who  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  ungovern. 
able  passions  of  Lord  Ferrers,  had 
been  bred  up  in  the  family  from  hit 
youth,  and  was  distinguished  for 
the  regular  manner  in  which  Jhe 
kept  his  accounts,  aqd  his  fidelity 
as  a  steward. 

When  the  law  had  decreed  a  se- 
parate maintcpance  for  the  coun- 
tess,  Mr.  Joh^s,on  was  proposed  as 
receiver  of  the  rents  for  her  use ; 
but  he  declined  this  ofiice  till  urgeil 
to  take  it  on  him  by  the  earl  him. 
•elf.    It  appears  that  Johnson  now 


stood  high  in  hirlordship's  opMon  i 
but  a  different  scene  soon  ensued ; 
for,  the  earl  having  conceived  an 
opinion  that  Johnson  had  combined 
with  the  trustees  to  disappoint  him 
of  a  contract  for  coal  mines,  he 
came  to  a  resolution  to  destroy  the 
honest  steward.. 

From  this  time  he  spoke  of  him 
in  opprobrious  terms,  said  he  had 
conspired  ^ith  his  enemies  to  in- 
jure him,  and  that  he  was  a  villain. 
With  these  sentiments  he  gave  him 
warning  to  quit  an  advantageous 
farm  which  he  held  under  his  lord- 
ship; but,  finding  that  the  trustees 
under  the  act  of  separation  haid  al- 
ready granted  him  a  lease  prit,  it 
ha? ing  been  promised  to  hinf  by^the 
earl  or  his  relations,  he  was  dilap- 
pointed,  and  probably  from'tlmt 
time  he  meditated  a  more  cruel  re- 
venge. 

He  thought  proper,  however, 
to  dissemble  hb  malice  to  tho  man, 
as  the  most  probable  method  to  fa- 
cilitate the  gratification  of  it;  so 
that  poor  Johnson  was  deceived 
into  an  opinion  that  he  never  was 
upon  better  terms  with  his  Jord  in 
his  life  than  jit  the  very  time  he  was 
contriving  to  destroy  him.. 

His  lordship  at  this  time  lived  at 
Stanton,  a  seat  about  two  miles 
from  Ashby  delaZonch,  in  Leiois- 
tershirc,  and  his  family  consisted  bf 
himself,  Mrs.  Clifford,  a  lady  who 
lived  with  him,  and  her  foor  natural 
daughters;  aifd  five  servants*— an  old 
man  and  a  boy,  and  three  maids. 
Mr.  .Johnson  lived  at  the  house  bo- 
longing  to  the  farm,  'which  he  held 
under  bis  lordship,called  the  iJount, 
about  half  a  mile  distant  fnun 
Stanton.        • 

OnSunday ,  the  1  Silt  of  January, 
1760,  my  lord|^ent  to  the  Inonst^! 
and,  after  some  disoonrse'With  Mr. 
Johnson,  ordered  him  to  eome  to 
him  at  Stanton  on  the  Friday  foU 
lowing^  tlie  iSth,at  three  o^dock 
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in  the  aftetno^n.  Mylbrd^e  boor 
of -dinner  was  two^  and  soon  after 
dinner,  Mrs.  Cliiford  l)eing  in  the 
still-houscy  his  lordship  came  to 
ber,  and  told  her  that  she  and  the 
children  might  fetch  a  walk.  Mr^. 
Clifford,  who  seems  to  hare  con. 
cidered  this  an  order  to  go  out,  pre«. 
pored  herself  and  the  young  ladies 
Iramediiitvlj,  and  asked  whether 
they  might  go  to  her  father's,  which 
was  not  far  off;  to  which  ho  as- 
sented, and  said  they  might -stay  tiH 
half  an  hour  after  fiye.  The  two 
men  servants  he  also  contrived  to 
send  out  of  the  way,  so  that  there 
was  no  one  in  the  house  but  him* 
self  and  the  three  maids. 

In  a  very  short  time  after  the 
bouse  was  thus  cleared  Mr  John- 
son <cam'e,  and  was  let  in  by  -Eliza* 
beth  Burgoland,  one  of  the  maids« 
He  asked  if  his  lordship  was  wKhin^ 
and  the  girl  replied  Yes,  he  was 
in  his  room :  Mr.  Johnson  imme- 
diately went,  and  knocked  at  the 
door;  and  my  lord  'camo  to  the 
door,  and  ordered  him  to  Wait  in 
the  stHUhonsc* 

After- ho' had  been  therp  fd)out 
ten  minutes  his  lordship  came  out 
again,  and,  calling  htm  to  his  owA 
room,  went  in  with  him,  and  imme- 
diately locked  the  door.  When 
they  were-  thus  together,  my  lord 
^st  ordered  him  to  settle  an  ac- 
count, and,  after  a  little  time,  pro- 
duced a  paper  to  him,  purportitig", 
as  be  said,  to  be  a  confession  of  his 
villainy,  and  required  him  to  sigh 
it.  Johnson  refused  and  expos- 
tulated, and  his  lordship  then  draw- 
ing a  pistol,  which  he  had  charged 
ai^  kept  in  his  pocket  for  the  pur- 
pose,  presented  it,  and -bid  him  kneel 
down.  The  poor  man  then  knelt 
down  upon  one  knee;  but  I^rd 
Ferrers  cried  out»  so  loud  as  to  be 
heard  by  one  of  the  maids  at  the 
kitchen  door,    *  Down    on    your 


other  icnee ;  declare  what  yon  bare 
acttfd  against  Lord  Ferret ;  your 
time  is  come— -you  mnst  die  ;*  and 
then  immediately  fired.  The  ball 
entered  his  body  just  below  the  last 
rib,  yet  he  did  not  drop,  but  rose 
up,  and  expressed  the  sensations  of 
a  dying  man  both  by  his  looks  and 
by  such  broken  sentences  as  ar^ 
usually  ottered  in  such  situations. 
My  lord,  though  he  at  first  intended 
to  shoot  him  again,  upon  finding  he 
did  not  drop,  was  yet  forced  out  of 
that  resolution  by  involuntary  re- 
morse, upon  the  comi^laints  of  the 
poor  man,  and  the  dreadful  change 
that  ho  perceived  in  his  connte« 
nance  :  he  then  came  out  of  the 
room,  having  been  shot-  up  in  it 
with  the  unhappy  victim  about 
half  an  hour ;  and  the  report  of  the 
pistol  having  alarmed  the  women  in 
the  wash-house,  ho  tailed  out, 
*  Who  is  there?*  One  of  them" 
soon  heard  and  answered  him  :  he 
ordered  her  to  see  for  one  of  the 
men,  and  another  to  assist  In  get« 
ting  Mr.  Jbhnson  to  bed. 

At  this  time  hh  lordship  was 
perfectly  sober ;  and,  having  d!s« 
patched  a  messenger  for  Mr.  Kirk- 
land,  a  surgeon,  who  liVcd  at  Ash  by 
dc  la  Zouch,  he  went  back  to  the 
room  where  he  had  left  Mr.  John- 
son with  the  maid,  and  asked  him 
how  he  found  himself.  Johnson 
replied  that  he  found  himself  like  a 
dying  man,  and  requested  his  lord- 
ship to  send  for  his  children :  his 
lordship  consented,  and  a  messen- 
ger was  dispatched  to  the  Lount,  to 
.tell  Miss  Johnson  that  she  must 
come  to  the  hall  directly,  for  that 
her  father  was  taken  very  ill :  upon 
coming  to  the  hall  she  soon  learned 
what  Jiad  happened,  and  Lord  Fer- 
rers sent  one  of  the  maids  with  her 
up  to  the  room  into  which  her 
father  had  been  removed,  and  inl. 
mediately  followed  himself.     Mr. 
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Johnson  was  in  bed.  but  did  not 
speak  to  her :  Lord  Ferrers  pulled 
down  the  clothes,  and  applied  a 
pledget,  dipped  in  arquebuaade 
water,  to  the  wound,  and  soon  after 
left  him.  From  the  time  the  fact 
was  committed  Lord  Ferrers  con- 
tinued to  drink  porter  Ull  he  be- 
came  drunk:  in  the  mean  time  the 
messenger  that  had  been  sent  for  the 
surgeon,  having  at  length  found  htm 
at  a  neighboring  tillage  about  five 
o*clock,  told  him  that  his  assistance 
was  wanted  for  Mr.  Johnson  at 
Stanton :  he  came  immediately  with 
the  messenger,  but  in  his  way  to 
Stanton  called  at  the  Lount,  where 
he  first  heard  that  Mr.  Johnson  had 
been  shot,  the  rumour  of  the  acci- 
dent haWng  by  that  time  reached 
all  the  neighboring  parts. 

When  be  came  to  the  hall  my 
lord  told  him  that  he  had  shot 
Johnson,  but  beliefed  that  he  was 
more  frightened  than  hurt ;  that  he 
had  intended  to  shoot  him  dead,  for 
that  he  was  aTillain,  and  deserved 
to  die ;  <  but/  says  he,  ^  now  I  ha?e 
spared  his  life,  I  desire  you  would 
do  what  you  can  for  him.'  My 
lord  at  the  same  time  desired  that 
he  would  not  suffer  him  to  be  seized, 
and  declared,  if  any  one  should  at- 
tempt  it,  ho  would  shoot  him. 

Mr.  Kirkland,  who  wisely  de- 
termined to  say  whatever  might 
keep  Lord  Ferrers,  who  was  then 
in  liquor,  from  any  further  out- 
rages, told  him  that  he  should  not 
be  seized. 

The  patient  complained  of  a  vio. 
lent  pain  in  his  bowels  ;  and  Mr. 
Kirkland  preparing  to  search  the 
wound,  my  lord  informed  him  of 
the  direction  of  it,  by  showing  him 
how  he  held  the  pistol  when  he 
fired  it.  Mr.  Kirkland  found  the 
ball  had  lodged  in  the  body,  at 
which  his  lordship  expressed  great 
surprise;^  declaring  that  he  had  tried 


that  pistol  a  few  days  before,  and 
that  it  then  carried  a  ball  through 
a  deal  board  near  an  inch  and  a  half 
thick. 

Mr.  Kirkland  then  went  down 
stairs  to  prepare  some  dressings, 
and  my  lord  soon  after  left  the 
room.  From  this  time,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  liquor,  which  be  conti- 
nued to  drink,  took  effect,  his  pas- 
sions became  more  tumultuous,  aad 
the  transient  fit  of  compassion, 
mixed  with  fear  for  himself,  ga?e 
way  to  starts  of  rage,  and  the  pre- 
dominance of  malice.  He  went  up 
into  the  room  where  Johnson  was 
dying,  and  pulled  him  by  the  wig, 
calling  him  irillain,  and  threatenhig 
to  nhoot  him  through  the  head. 
The  last  time  he  went  to  him  he  was 
with  great  diflSculty  proTCnted  from 
tearing  the  clothes  off  the  bed, 
which  he  attempted  with  great  fury, 
that  ho  might  strike  him. 

A  proposal  was  made  to  my  lord,  / 
by  Mrs.  Clifford,  that  Mr.  Johnson 
should  be  remoTed  to  his  own 
house ;  but  he  replied  ^  he  shall  not 
be  removed ;  1  will  keep  him  here 
to  plagne  the  Tillain.'  Many  of 
these  expressions  were  uttered  in 
the  hearing  of  Miss  Johnson,  whose 
sufferings  in  such  a  situation  it  is 
easier  to  concci?e  than  express ;  yet, 
after  his  abuse  of  her  father,  he  told 
her  that  if  he  died  he  would  take 
care  of  her  and  of  the  family,  pro- 
vided they  did  not  prosecute. 

When  his  lordship  went  to  bed, 
which  was  between  elcTon  and 
twehe,  he  told  Mr.  Kirkland  that 
he  knew  he  could,  if  he  would,  set 
the  affair  in  such  a  light  as  to  pre- 
vent his  being  seized,  desiring  that 
he  might  see  him  before  he  went 
away  in  the  morning,  and  declar- 
ing that  he  would  rise  at  any  hour. 

Mr.  Kirkland,  for  his  own  sake, 
was  very  solicitous  to  get  Mr.  John- 
son removed,   because,  if  he  died 
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wkere  Jia  waii  ooDtrary  to  the  at- 
swaocei  he  had  given  his  lordship, 
ho  iiad  reason  to  think  his  own  life 
would  be  in  danger.  As  soon  as 
Dj^lord  was  .in  bed,  therefore,  be 
went  and  told  Mr.  Johnson  that  bo 
woald  take  care  he  should  be  re* 
moved  with  all  ezpediiion. 

Ho  accordingly  went  to  the 
Lonnt)  and,  having  fitted  up  an 
easy  chair,  with  two  poles,  by  way 
ofasedan^  and  procured  a  guard, 
he  retorocd  about  two  o'clock,  and 
carried  Mr*  Johnson  to  his  house, 
without  much  fotigue,  where  he 
laof  ulshed  till  about  nine  the  next 
moroiDg,  and  then  expired. 

As  soon  as  he  was  dead  the  neigh* 
boars  set  about  seixing  the  raur*' 
derer:  a  few  persons,  armed,  set 
out  for  Stanton,  and,  as  they  en- 
teied  the  halUyard,  they  saw  him 
going  to  wards,  the  stable,  as  they 
imagined,  to  take  horse*  He  ap- 
peared to  be  just  out  of  bed,  his 
stockings  being  down,  and  bis  gar* 
teffk  In  his  liand,  hating  probably 
taken  the  alarm  imm^iately  on 
coaUng  out  of  his  room,  and  find- 
ing that  Johnson  had  been  removed. 

One  Springthorpe,  advancing  to- 
wards his  lordship,  presented  a  pis- 
tol,  and  required  him  to  surrender ; 
but  my  lord  putting  hb  hand  to  his 
pocket,  Springthorpe  imagined  he 
was  feeling  for  a  pbtol,  and  stopped 
short,  lieing  probably  iniimidaled, 
and  suiered  his  lordship  to  escape 
Imck  into  the  bouse,  where  he  fast- 
esed  the  doors,  and  stood  upon  his 
defence. 

The  concourse  of  people  who  had 
come  to  apprehend  him  beset  the 
hoBse^  and  their  number  increased 
Tory  fast  In  about  two  hours  my 
lord  appeared  at  the  garret  win- 
dow, and  called  out  ^  How  is 
Johnson?'  Springthorpe  answered 
^  He  b  dead ;'  upon  which  my  lord 
Insulted  him,  called  him  liar,  and 
swore  he  would  not  believe  any 


body  but  Kirkland.  Upon  b^g 
again  assured  lie  was  dead,  be  de- 
sired the  people  might  be  dispersed/ 
and  said  he  would  surrender ;  yet, 
almost  in  the  same  breath,  he  de. 
sired  the  people  might  be  let  in, 
and  have  some  victuals  and  drink ; 
but  the  issue  was,  he  went  away 
from  the  window,  swearing  he 
would  not  be  taken. 

The  people,  however,  still  con- 
tinued near  the  house ;  and,  about 
two  hours  after  hb  lordship  had 
appeared  at  the  garret  window,  ho 
was  seen  by  one  Cnrtb,  a  collier, 
upon  the  bowliing-green :  my  lord 
was  then  armed  with  a  blunderbuss,  * 
two  or  three  pistols,  and  a  dagger ; 
but  Curtb,  so  far  from  being  inti- 
midated, marched  up  boldly  to  him^ 
in  spite  of  his  trfunderbuss ;  and  my 
lord  was  so  struck  with  the  deter- 
mined resolution  that  appeared  ia 
tbb  brave  fellow,  that  he  suffered 
him  to  seize  him  without  making 
the  least  resbtance;  yet,  the  mo- 
ment he  was  in  custody,  declared 
he  had  killed  a  Tillaio,  and  that  he 
gloried  in  the  act. 

He  was  carried  from  Stanton  to 
a  public  house,  kept  by  one  Kin- 
sey,  at  Ashby  de  la  Zouch,  where 
he  was  kept  till  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing, during  which  time  the  co. 
roner  had  sat  upon  the  body,  and 
the  jury  had  brought  in  their  ver- 
dict—<  Wilful  murder.' 

From  Ashby  de  la  Zouch  he  was 
sent  to  Leicester  gaol ;  from  thence^ 
about  a  fortnight  afterwards,  he 
was  brought  in  his  own  landau  and 
six,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  arrived  on  the  14th 
of  February,  about  noon,  dressed 
like  a  jockey,  in  a  close  riding- 
frock,  jockey  boots  and  cap,  and 
a  plain  shirt. 

Being  carried  before  the  House 
of  Lords,  he  was  committed  to  the 
custody  of  the  Black  Rod,  and 
ordered  to  the  Tower,  where  he 
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aMfed  akout  lix  o'clock  in  the 
eiening,  hafing  behaved,  daring 
tiM  whole  journe/,  'and  at  his 
CODKuitai^Qt^  with  great  calmnett 
and  •  propriety.  He  ^as  confinttl 
In  the  Eonad  Tower,  near  the 
dmwbridge:  two  wardens  were 
conHantly  in  the  room  with  him, 
and  one  at  the  door ;  two  sentinels 
were  posted  at  the  bottom  of  the 
stairs,  and  one  upon  the  draw- 
bridge, with  their  bajonets  fixed ; 
and  from  this  time  the  gates  were 
ordered  to.be  shut  ant  hour  sooper 
than  usual. 

Mrs.  Clifford  and  the  four  young 
ladies,  who  had  come  up  with  him 
from  Leioestershire,  took  a  lodging 
ia  Tower  Street,  and  for  some  thne 
a  servant  was  continually  passing 
with  letters  between  them ;  bnt 
afterwards  this  correspondence  was 
permitted  only  once  a  day. 

Daring  his  confinement  he  was 
moderate  both  in  eating  and  drink* 
ing ;  'bis  breakfast  was  a  half^ptnt 
basin  of  tea,  with  'a  sraaH  spoonful 
of  brandy  in  it,  and  a  muffin  i  with 
bis  dinner  be  generally  drank  a 
pint  of  wine  and  a  pint  of  water, 
and^ another  pint  of  each  with  his 
supper.  In  general  his  behaviour 
was  decent  and  quiet,  except  that 
be  would  sometimes  suddenly  start, 
tear  open  his  waistcoat,  and  use 
other  gestures,  which  showod  that 
bis  mind  was  disturbed. 

Mrs«  Clifford  came  three  times  to 
the  Tower  to  see  him,  but  was  not 
admitted;  but  his  children  were 
suffered  to  bo  with  him  some  time. 

On  the  16th  of  April,  having 
been  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower  two 
months  and  two  days,  he  was 
brought  to  his  trial,  which  con- 
tinued till  the  18th,  before  the 
House  of  Lords,  assembled  for  that 
purpose ;  Lord  Henley,  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal,  having  been  created 
Lord  High  Steward  upon  the  occa- 
sion«  « 


The  fact  was  easily  proved,  and 
bis  lordship,  in  hts  d^fedoe,  exa- 
mined- several  n^itnesses  to  prove 
hb  insanity  ;  none  of  whom  proved 
snch  an^  insanity  as  made  him  not 
accountable  for  his  cokiduct.  His 
lordship  managed  his  defence  him- 
self, in  such  a  manner  as  showed 
perfect  recollection  ot  mind,  and 
an  uncommon  understanding;  he 
mentioned  the  situation  of  being 
reduced  to  the  nec^sity  of  attempt- 
ing to  prove  himself  a  lunatic,  tibat 
be  might  not  be  deemed  a  mur- 
derer, with  the  most  delicate  and 
affecting  sensibility;  and,  when  h^ 
found  that  his  plea  could  not  avail 
hbn,  he  confessed  that  he  made  it 
only  to  gratify  his  friends  ;  that  he 
was  always  averse  to  it  himself; 
and  that  it  had  prevented  what  ho 
had  proposed,  and  whkt  perhapi 
might  hav^  taken  off  the  nalignity^ 
at  least,  of  the  accusation. 

His  lordship,  immediately  upoQ 
conviction,  received  sentence  to  be 
hanged  on  Monday,  the  21st  el 
April,  and  then  to  be  anatomiied; 
but,  in  consideration  of  bis  rank,  the 
execution  of  this  sentence  .was  res- 
pited till  Monday,  the  5th  of  May* 

During  this  interval  he  mad^  • 
will,  by  which,  be  left  oi|e  thousand 
three  hundred  pounds  to  Mr.  JohnJ 
son's  children ;  one  thousand  poanda 
to  each  of  h^  four  natural  daugh- 
ters; and  sixty  pounds  a  yeiU'  to 
Mrs.  Clifford  for  her  life.  This 
will,  however,  being  made  after  bis 
conviction,-  was  not  valid ;  jet  it 
was  said  that  the  same,  or  nearly 
the  same,  provision  was  made  for 
the  parties. 

In  the  mean  time  a  scaffold  waa 
erected  under  the  gallows  at  Ty- 
burn, and  part  of  It,  about  a  yard 
square,  was  raised  about  eighteen 
inches  above  the  rest  of  the  floor, 
with  a  contrivance  to  sink  down 
upon  a  signal  given  ;  and  the  whole 
was  covered  with  black  balxe. 
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la  tiie  moroiiig  of  the  ilth  of 
May,  a^ut  nine  o'clock,' bis  body. 
was  demanded  of  the  keeperi  at  the 
gate*  of  the  Tower,  by  the  sheriife 
of  LoodoQ  arid  Middl^ez.  His 
lordihip,  beiog  iofonned  of  it,  lent 
a  knessage  to  ^e  sherifis,  requesting 
that  he  might  go  in  his  owo  landau, 
instead  ofihe  mourning  coach  which 
had  been  provided  by  his  friends ; 
and  this  reqaeit  being  granted,  he 
entered  his  landao,  drawn  by  six 
horses,  with  Mr.  Humphries,  Chap- 
lain of  the  Tower,  who  had-  been 
admitted  to  his  lordship  that  morn- 
ing,  for  the  first  time  s  the  landau 
was  conducted  to  tHe  outer  gate  of 
the  Tower  by  the  officers  of  that 
fariress,  ancl  was  there  delirered  to 
the  sbertffs. 

Here  Mr.  Sheriff  Vaillant  entered 
the  landau  of  his  lordship,  and,  ex- 
pressing his  concern  at  having  so 
melancholy  a  duty  to  perform,  his 
lordship  said  <  He  was  much  obliged 
to  him,  and  took  it  kindly  that  he 
accompanied  him.' 

He  was  dressed  in  a  suit  of  lights 
eoiored  clothes,  embroidered  with 
silver,  said  io  be  his  wedding  suit ; 
and,  soon  after  Mr.  Vaillant  came 
into  the  landau,  he  said  ^  Yon  may, 
perhaps,  Sir,  think  it  strange  to  see 
me  in  this  dress;  but  I  have  my 
particqiar  reasons  for  it.' 

The  procession  then  began  in  the 
following  order  :-* 

A  very  large  body  of  constables 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  pre- 
ceded by  one  of  the  high  constables. 

A  party  of  horse-grenadiers,  and 
a  party  of  foot 

Mr.  Sheriff  Errington  in  his  cha- 
riot, accompanied  by  his  under- 
sheriff,  Mr.  Jackson. 

The  landau,  escorted  by  two 
ether  parties  of  horse-grenadiers 
and  foot. 

Mr.  Sheriff  Vaillant's  carriage, 
in  which  was  bis  under-sheriff,  Mr. 
Nichols. 


A  moaraing-cotoh  and^six,  wkh  ' 
some  of  his  lordship's  friends. 

A  hearse  and  six,  which  was  prow 
vided  for  the  conveyance,  of  his 
lordship's  corpse  from  the  place  of 
execution  to  Surgeons' Hall. 

The  procession  moved  so  slow, 
that  my  lord  was  two  hours  and 
three  quarters  in  his  landau ;  but 
during  the  whole  time  he  appear- 
ed perfectly  easy  and  composed, 
though  he  often  expressed  his  de- 
sire to  have  it  over,  saying  that 
*  the  apparatus  of  death,  and  the 
passing  through  such  crowds  of 
people,  were  ten  times  worse  than, 
death  itself.' 

He  told  the  sheriff  that  he  had 
written  to  the  king  to  beg  ^  that  he 
might  suffer  where  his  ancestor,  the 
Earl  of  Essex,  had  suffered ;  and 
was  in  greater  hopes  of  obtaining 
that  favour,  as  ho  had  the  honour 
of  quartering  part  of  the  same  arms, 
and  of  being  allied  to  his  majesty  ; 
and  that  he  thought  it  was  hard 
that  he  must  die  at  the  place  ap- 
pointed for  the  execution  of  com* 
mon  felons.' 

Mr.  Humphries  took  occasion  to 
observe,  that  ^  the  world  wquld 
naturally  be  very  inquisitive  con- 
cerning the  religion  his  lordship 
professed,  and  asked  him  if  he 
chose  to  say.  any  thing  upon  that 
subject*'  To  which  his  Urdsliip 
answered,  *  That  he  did  not  think 
iiimself  accountable  to  tho  world 
for  hi^  sentiments  on  religion ;  but 
that  he  had  always  believed  in  and 
adored  one  Grod,  the  Maker  of  all 
things ; — that,  whatever  his  notions 
were,  he  had  never  propagated 
them,  or  endeavored  to  gain  any 
persons  over  to  his  persuasion ; — 
that  all  countries  and  nations  had 
a  form  of  religion  by  which  tbo 
people  were  governed,  and  that  h0 
looked  upon  whoever  disturbed 
them  in  it  as  an  enemy  to  80cicty»— 
That  he  ^ry  much  blamed  my  Lord 
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BoUogbroke  for  permitUng  hit  wttk* 
timents  on  religion  to  be  pablisbed 
to  tho  world, — ^Thatthe  maoy  facts 
and  disputes  which  happen  about 
reltgioo  have  almost  turned  mo- 
rality out  of  doors. — ^Thathe  never 
could  believe  what  some  sectaries 
teach,  that  faith  alone  will  save 
mankind ;  so  that  if  a  man,  just 
before  he  dies,  should  say  only  ^^  i 
believe,"  that /A<i/  alone  will  save 
him.' 

As  to  the  crime  for  which  he 
suffered^  he  declared  *  that  he  was 
under  particular  circumstances- 
that  he  had  met  with  so  many 
crosses  and  vexations,  he  scarce 
knew  what  he  did:'  and  most  so- 
femnly  protested  <  that  he  had  not 
the  least  malice  against  Mr*  John- 
son/ 

When  his  lordship  had  got  to 
that  part  of  Holbom  which  is  near 
Drury  Lane,  he  said  *  he  was 
thirsty,  and  should  be  glad  of  a 
glass  of  wine  and  water;'  upon 
which  the  sheriffs  remonstrating  to 
him,  <  that  a  stop  for  that  purpose 
would  necessarily  draw  a  greater 
crowd  about  him,  which  might  pos- 
sibly disturb  and  incommode  him, 
yet,  if  his  lordship  still  desired  it, 
it  should  be  done,'  he  most  readily 
answered,  ^  that's  true—I  say  no 
more— let  us  by  no  means  stop.' 

Whsn  they  approached  near  the 
place  of  eiecution,  his  lordship  told 
the  sheriff  ^  that  there  was  a  persoi^ 
waiting  in  a  coach  near  there,  for 
whom  he  had  a  very  sincere  regard, 
and  of  whom  he  should  be  glad  to 
take  his  Icare  before  he  died ;'  to 
which  the  sheriff  answered,  that, 
*  if  his  lordship  insisted  upon  It,  it 
should  be  so ;  but  that  he  wished 
his ;  lordship,  for  his  own  sake, 
would  decline  it,  lest  the  sight  of  a 
person,  for  whom  he  had  such  a 
regard,  should  unman  him,  and 
disarm  him  of  the  fortitude  he  pos- 
sesaed.'— To    which  his  lordship. 


without  the  least  hesitatSoii, '  rc« 
pKed,  ^  Sir,  if  you  think  I  mm 
wrong,  I  submit:'  and  upon  the 
sheriff  telling  his  lordship  that  if  ke 
had  any  thing  to  detiver  to  that 
person,  or  any  one  else,  he  wovkl 
faithfully  do  It,  hU  lordship  deK. 
vered  to  him  a  pocket-book,  in 
which  were  a  bank-note  and  a  ring, 
and  a  purse  Svith  some  guineaa,  ta 
order  to  be  delivered  to  ^i  peraon, 
which  mere  delivered  accordinf^y. 

The  landau  being  now  advanced 
to  the  place  of  execution,  his  lord, 
ship  alighted  from  it,  and  asoepded 
upon  the  scaffold  with  the  saoM 
composure  and  fortitude  of  mind 
ho  had  possessed  from  the  time-ke 
left  the  Tower.  Soon  after  ke  had 
mounted  the  scaffold,  Mr.  Hmi- 
phries  asked  his  lordship  if  heckote 
to  say  prayers  ;  which  he  declined; 
but,  upon  his  asking  him  <  if  ke 
did  not  choose  to  join  with  him  in 
the  Lord's  Prayer,'  he  readily  an- 
swered <  he  would»  for  he  always 
thought  it  a  very  fine  prayer;'  apoB 
which  they  knelt  down  together 
upon  two  cushions,  covered  with 
black  baize ;  and  his  lordship*  with 
an  audible  voice,  very  devoutly  re- 
peated the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  af- 
terwards, with  great  energy,  the 
following  ejaculation  :  *  O  God, 
forgive  me  all  my  errors— pardon 
all  my  sins !' 

His  lordship,  then  rising,  took  his 
leave  of  the  sheriff  and  the  chap- 
lain ;  and,  after  thanking  them  for 
their  many  civilities,  he  presented 
his  watch  to  Mr.  Sheriff  VaiUant, 
which  he  desired  his  acceptance  of; 
and  requested  that  his  body  might 
be  buried  at  Brcden  or  Stanton,  in 
Leicestershire. 

.  His  lordship  then  called  for  the 
executioner,  who  immediately eame 
to  him,  and  asked  him  forgiveness ; 
upon  which  his  lordship  said  *  I 
freely  forgive  you,  as  I  do  all  man- 
kind, and  hoi)e  myself  to  be  for- 
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gifeo.'  Ho  tbea  intended  to  giro 
tlieexec«tioner  fire  guineas,  bat,  by 
mlstmice,  giving  it  into  the  handi  of 
the  executioner's  assistant,  an  un- 
seaionable  dbpute  ensued  between 
those  nnthlnking  and  unfeeling 
wr^ches,  which  Mr.  Sheriff  Vail, 
lant  instantly  silenced. 

The  executioner  then  proceeded 
to  do  his  daty,  to  which  his  lord, 
ship,  with  great  resignation^  sub- 
mitted. His  neckcloth  being  taken 
off,  a  white  cap,  which  he  had 
brought  In  his  pocket,  being  put 
upon  hb  head,  his  arms  secured  by 
a  black  sash,  and  the  cord  put 
ronnd  his  nrck,  he  adrancod  1>y 
three  steps  to  the  elevated  part  of 
the  scaffold,  and,  standing  under 
the  cross.beam  which  went  over  it, 
which  was  also  covered  with  black 
baiiey  he  asked  the  executioner 
«  Am  I  right?'  Then  the  cap  was 
drawn  over  his  face,  and,  upon  a 
signal  given  by  the  sheriff,  (for  his 
l<ndship,  npon  being  before  asked, 
declined  to  give  one  himself,)  that 
part  upon  which  he  stood  instantly 
sank  down  from  beneath  his  feet, 
and  he  was  launched  into  eternity 
Hay  the  5th,  1760. 


From  the  time  of  his  |otdshlp*s 
ascending  upon  the  scaffold,  until 
his  execution,  was  about  eight  mi- 
nutes; during  which  his  counte. 
nance  did  not  change  nor  his  tongue 
falter. 

The  accustomed  time  of  one  hour 
being  past,  the  coffin  was  raised  up, 
with  the  greatest  decency,  to  re. 
ccive  the  body;  and,  being  depo. 
sited  in  the  hearse,  was  convoyed 
by  the  sheriffii,  with  the  same  pro* 
cession,  to  Surgeons'  Hall,  to  nn. 
dergo  the  remainder  of  the  sen* 
tence. 

A  large  incbion  was  made  from 
the  neck  to  the  bottom  of  the 
breast,  and  another  across  the 
throat ;  the  lower  part  of  the  bdly 
was  laid  open,  and  the*  bowels 
taken  away.  It  was  afterwards 
publicly  exposed  to  view  in  a  room 
up  one  pair  of  stairs  at  the  Hall ; 
and  on  the  CTeoIng  of  Thursday, 
the  8th  of  May,  it  was  delivered  tm 
hb  friends  for  interment. 

The  following  Terse  b  said  to 
haTC  been  found  in  hb  apartment : 

'  In  doubt  I  liv'd,  in  doubt  I  die. 

Yet  ttand  prepared  the  Tstt  whjn  to  try» 

And^  unditmBjed,  expect  eternity/ 


PATRICK  M*CAETY, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MURDER* 


Had  this  malefactor's  execution 
been  deferred  but  one  single  day, 
he  might,  in  all  probability,  have 
survived  many  years;  as  the  day 
after,  early  in  the  morning,  King 
Greorge  II.  died ;  and  (he  succeed, 
ing  monarch,  in  order  that  all  may 
hall  with  joy  his  accession,  accord, 
ing  to  ancient  custom,  grants  a  gc^ 
neral  amnesty  and  pardon  to  cri* 
minals. 

A  Marshalsea  writ  having  been 
issued  against  M^Carty,  an  officer 
of  that  court,  of  the  name  of  Wil. 
liam  Talbot,  was  employed  to  exe. 
cute  the  warrant  granted  thereon. 


He  met  the  defendant  near  Drorj 
Lane,  and  told  him  that  he'*had  a 
warrant  against  him,  when  M'Carty 
asked  ^  at  whose  suit?'  Being  in. 
formed,  he  requested  the  officer  to 
step  with  him  Into  the  King's  Head 
public  house,  the  corner  of  Prince's 
Street.  Tliey  had  not  been  many 
minutes  in  the  house,  when,  with, 
out  any  harfh  words  having  passed 
between  them,  M*Carty  suddenly 
drew  from  his  pocket  a  large  knife, 
stabbed  the  officer  to  the  heart,  and 
then  ran  off.  He  was,  however, 
pursued,  and  taken  by  a  soldier, 
in  Vere  Street,  Clare  Market,  and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


184       KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  €ALBI$DAR. 


carried  before  Sir  John  Plelillng^ 
who  conimrtted  htm  to  Newgate. 

At  the  next  session«  he  wfts  eon. 
victed  of  this  wanton  miirtlctr;  and 
executed*  at  ^he  bottom  of  Bow 
Street,  Coven t  Garden,  October 
the  •24th,  1760. 
^It  must  be  admitted  thtft  this  un« 
fortunate  man  was  seized  with  a 
sudden  gust  of  passion,  the  effect 
of  desperation.  He  coiJld  have  had 
DO  ill  will  against  tho  officer ;  the 


dread  of  eonfiaementy  and  perliaiii 
ruin,  must  alone  have  ImpMed  him 
to  the  fatal  act.  $o  nu^  bit  fate 
be  another  lesson  on  the  necessity 
of  curbing  our  passions! 

This  malefactor  was  bom'  in  Ire* 
land,  and,  like  a  great  majority  of 
the  lower  order  of  people  there^ 
was  a  Roman  Catholic.  He  was 
attended  by  a  priest  of  that  pertua. 
»{on,  and  appeared  to  die  under  it« 
consolation. 


ISAAC  DARKING,^tJ-i»  DUMAS, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HI6UWAY  ROBBERY, 


Tins  malefactor  was  born  In  East- 
cheap,  where  his  father  carried  on 
the  business  of  a  cork*cutter. 
While  very  young  he  gave  pregnant 
proofs  of  his  attachment  to  what  is 
called  pleasure  :•  a  life  of  gaiety  and 
dissipation  had  too  many  charms  for 
him ;  and  he  was  hailed  among  tho 
young  rakes,  and  even  tho  ladies  of 
the  town,  as  a  youth  of  v<^ry  sope« 
rior  qualifications. 

His  attachment  to  women  was  re. 
markable;  and  this  leadiug  him 
into  groat  expense,  he  had  recouise 
to  the  highway  to  support  his  ex- 
travagance; the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  he  was  apprehended, 
and,  being  tried  at  Chelmsford,  was 
capitally  convicted,  and  received 
sentence  of  death  ;  but,  bring  then 
very  young,  the  judge  respited  him 
till  the  following  assizes,  when  he 
obtained  a  pardon,  on  the  condi. 
tion  of  transportation  for  fourteen 
years. 

Previous,  however,  to  his  being 
transported,  the  prisoners  had 
formed  a  design  of  murdering  the 
keeper,  turnkey,  &c.  in  order  to 
effect  their  escape;  and  Darking 
having  obtained  some  knowledge  of 
the  secret,  he  made  a  discovery  of 
it;  the  consequence  of  which  was . 
that  his  sentence  of  tranbportation 
was  remitted,  on  tlie  terms  of  his 


sefving  as  a  soldier  in  the  planta- 
tions. ^  ' 

Hereupon  he  was  conducted  to 
the  Savoy  prison  in  London,  whence 
he  made  several  efforts  to  escape^ 
but,  not  succeeding,  he  at  length 
sailed  with  many  others^  and'  was 
put  on  shore  at  Antigua ;  but  the 
life  of  a  soldier  being  highly  divu 
greeahle  to  him,  he  determiDed  in 
t]uit  the  ser vice- wi the ut  {>cnnistioft 
as  soon  as  possitde. 

He  had  not  been  long  on  the 
island  before  he  ingratiated  him- 
self with  the  captain  of  a  ship,  te 
whom  he  promised  a  large  reward 
If' he  would  land  him  in  England. 
Hereupon  the  captain  took  him  on 
board,  and  concealed  him  in  the 
hold  of  the  -ship ;  so  that,  tlioogh 
diligent  search  was  made  after  hin, 
he  escaped  undiscovered. 

On  his  arrival  in  hb  native  e<mn* 
try  he  renewed  his  depredations  on 
the  highway,  and  committed  a  va- 
riety of  robberies  in  the  westem 
counties,  and  in  the  middle  of  the 
kingdom  ;  but,  apprehensive  of  the 
consequences  that  might  ensue,  he 
entered  on  board  the  Royal  George 
man  of  war,  in  which  he  wes  rated 
as  a  midshipman.  In  the  summer 
of  the  year  1760  the  ship  lay  at 
Portsmouth  ;  and  Darking^  gettiii$ 
leave  of  -absence.,  for-  some  woeks,' 
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eslf^yed  tfab  fni^rfal  in  'oommit. 
ting* a  TftrieQr  of  robberies,  of  which 
the  aMMt  raroarkable  wag  the  foU 
lowing  ^— 

Lord  Percival  being  tcaTelling 
Ibe  Bath  road  on  thet^^d^f  Jaoe, 
J^irking  met  him  dear  the  Derizes, 
and  presented  a  pistol,  demanding 
his  money  on  pain  of  instant  death. 
The  highwayman  had  a  crape  orer 
his  face.  Lord  Perci? al  ga? e  hhn 
thirteen '  guineas ;  but,  dissatisfied 
with  that  snm,  he  insisted  on  having 
more;  oh  which  his  lordship  was 
•o  provoked  that  he  forced  the 
pistol  from  his  hand,  and,  palling 
him,  to  the  ground,  leapt  (torn  the 
chftise  to  take  him  into  custody. 
Darking  now  ran  away,  and  Lord 
Perdtal  pni^ucd  him.  The  higher 
wn^mian  turned  about^  presentml  a 
pistol,  and  demanded  his  purse: 
but  his  lordship  declaring  he  had  no 
ttore  mon^,  Darking  mounted  hiv 
horse,  and  rode  off,  having  firet  de- 
sired that  Lord  Percival  would  not 
ippeAr  against  htm  if  he  should  be 
tried. 

Being  apprehended  on  the  fol. 
lowing  day,  he  was  committed  to 
prnoh,  and  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  assizes  held  at  Salisbury,  when 
be  was  acquitted,  because  Lord 
Peroital  wodld  not  swear  positively 
to '  hb  person :  yet  the  ciroum. 
stances  against  him  were  remark. 
ably  strong ;  for  the  money  found 
on  'him  agreed  with  what  Lord 
Percival  had  been  robbed  of,  a 
pistol  was  in  his  possession  which 
appeared  to  match  with  that  his 
lonhhip  had  lost,  and  a  piece  of 
•rape  was  found  in  his  pocket. 

In  consequence  of  questions 
asked  on  this  trial,  Darking  s^id 
IhAt  hd'was  born  in  the  West  In- 
diet,  and  was  quite  a  stranger  to 
this  country ;  that,  on  his  way  from 
Bath  to  Portsmouth,  he  had  lost 
hie  noad ;  that,  on  the  approach  of 
Aigftt,  ho  went  to  a  village  to  re. 


fresh  himlelf  /  And  that,  wh^n  he 
was  apprehended,  it  could  be  no 
wonder  that  a  benighted  traveller 
should  appear  confused.  He  owned 
that  he  had  friends  in  England ;  but 
they  did  not  live  near  enough  to  do 
him  any  service  on  that  occasion. 

He  declared  that  he  had  pur- 
chased a  pair  of  pistols,  one  of 
which  he  had  lost  on  the  road,  and 
was  pro1)abIy  picked  up  by  the 
person  who  committed  the  robbery 
with  which  he  was  charged,  fle 
said  that  the  confusion  he  appeared 
in  when  taken  arose  from  his  being 
accAseJl  of  a  crime  of  which  he  was 
iBnooen^;  and  accounted  for  tho 
crapiB  found  in  his  possession  by 
saying  it  was  what  he  had  worn  as 
a  neckcloth,  havitig  been  in  the^ 
king's  scrrice  at  the  taking  of  Gua- 
daloupe. 

Darking  wsts  no  sooner  acquitted 
than  he  asked  for  some  money 
which  had  been  taken  from  him  on 
his  apprehension,  which  the  Court 
directed  (o  be  delivered  to  him ; 
and  then  the  judge  dismissed  him^ 
having  remarked  on  the  generosity 
of  his  prosecutor,  and  advised' him 
to  leave  off  such  dangerous  practices 
as  those  in  which  ho  had  been  con- 
cerned. 

Being  told  he  was  now  at  his  own 
disposal,  he  seemed  full  of  anxiety 
till  his  fetters  were  knocked  off,  and* 
then  ho  -  immediately  set  oht  for 
London  in  a  post-chaise. 

During  bis  confinement  at  Salis- 
bury his  genteel  accomplishments 
were  much  the  subject  of  tea-table 
conversation ;  aild  be  was  visited 
by  the  ladies,  who  seemed  delighted 
with  his  discourse.  These  circum- 
stances gave  rise  to  the  following 
lines,  which  were  published  in  the 
newspapers  on  his  acquittal  :— 

'  Joy  to  th«c,  lonely  thief!  tlitt  thou 
Hast  'scaped  the  fatal  tiring  ; 
Let  gallows  groan  with  ugly  rogue«« 
PuuiaS  njast  never  swing. 
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Dott  th«»a  leek  mbnej^  to  thj  waoti 

Our  purses  w#*ll  rtiign ; 
Oiuld  we  our  hearts  to  guineas  coin. 

Those  guineas  all  were  thine. 

To  Bath  in  safety  let  ibj  lord 

His  loaded  pockets  carry  ; 
Thou  ne'er  again  shall  tempt  the  road. 

Sweet  youth !  if  tboir  wilt  marrj. 

No  more  shall  niggard  tra?elleri 
Avoid  thee  ; — we'll  insure  'em : 

To  us  thou  sImU  consign  thj  balls 
And  pistols ;— we'll  secuie  'em. 


Yet  think  not  when  the  chains  are  oS, 
Which  now  thy  legs  bedeck. 

To  fly ;  in  fetters  softer  far 
We'll  chain  thee  by  tlie  neck.' 

Darking  was  so  distinguished  by 
tho  gracefulness  of  hb  person  lliat 
he  was  the  favorite  of  unthinking 
women  wherever  he  came;  and  it 
if  probable  that,  after  this  escape 
at  Salisbarj)  he  might  have  married 
some  woman  of  fortune  if  he  could 
have  divested  himself  of  his  un. 
happy  turn  to  extravagance,  which 
led  him  to  the  highway  whenever 
he  wanted  a  supply. 

Soon  after  hh  return  to  London 
he  commenced  hit  former  practicef| 
infesting  the  roads  round  the  me. 
^opolis  for  more  than  six  months, 
spending  at  bagnios,  gamiog.houses, 
and  tavenis,  what,  he  acquired  by 
his  lawless  practices. 

His  robberies  near  town  had  been 
MO  numerous  that  he  became  appre« 
hensive  of  detection,  and  therefore 
retired  farther  into  the  coifntry, 
where  be  continued  to  rob  some 
tibe;  but  at  length  returned  to 
London. 

Having  hired  a  horse  in  Picca. 
dilly,  he  travelled  to  Oxford,  where 
he  slept ;  and  the  next  day,  return* 
ing  towards  London,  he  stopped  a 
gentleman,  named  Gammon,  near 
Nettlcbed,  and  robbed  him  of  his 
watch  and  money.  Darking  bow 
turned  back ;  but  the  gentleman 
proceeded  towards  town,  having 
first  stopped  at  an  inn,  and  lef^a 
description  of  the  highwayman. 


Mr.  Gammon  had  not  been  gone 
more  than  two  hours  whoi  Darking 
called  at  the  same  inn,  and  gave 
the  landlord  two  letters  directed  to 
women  in  London ;  saying  that  he 
should  not  go  to  town  for  two  or 
three  days,  and  begging  that  the 
letters  might  be  forwarded. 

From  the  description  that  Mr. 
Gammon  had  given,  the  landlord 
concluded  that  Darking  was  the 
robber :  yet,  as  he  carried  pistols, 
he  did  not  choose  to  secure  him;  but 
no  sooner  was  he  departed  than  the 
landlord  enclosed  the  letters  in  a 
cgver,  and  sent  them  to  London  by 
the  post,  directed  to  Mr.  Gammon. 

These  letters  giving  a  knowledge 
of  Darking's  lodgings,  Mr.  Oaoi. 
men  appli^  to  Sir  John  Fieldfaig ; 
in  consequence  of  which  proper 
measures  were  taken  for  the  appro- 
hension  of  Darking,  who  was  found 
in  bed,  some  days  «fterwardr,  with 
a  woman  of  the  town.  He  made 
an  attempt  to  escape  out  of  this 
window,  but  was  soon  secured|  and 
lodged  in  Newgate. 

On  the  approach  of  the  assises 
he  was  removed  to  Oxford  by  « 
writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  and,  being 
tried  before  Baron  Adams,  was  con. 
victed  on  the  clearest  evidence. 
When  he  was  brought  to  the  bar  to 
receive  sentence  of  death  he  be- 
sought the  clemency  of  the  judce, 
petitioning  to  be  transported  for 
life :  in  answer  to  this  petit  lonhis 
lordship  addressed  him  as  follows ': 

<  Young  man,  yon  have  beenar- 
ralgned  upon  an  indictment  for  a 
robbery  on  tho  king's  highway, 
and  have  been  found  guilty  after  a 
(air  aiid  candid  trial.  From  your 
vouth,  you  might  have  expected  to 
have  lived  many  years ;  ^md^  from 
your  education,  might  have  been  a 
comfort  to  your  friends  and  rela- 
tions, as  well  as  a  service  to  your 
country  ;  but  your  engaging  in 
ticious  and  immoral  courses  hath  at 
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last  brought  yu  (o  thk  mtimeljr 
end. 

*  A  day  of  (his  aort  jou  could  not 
but  have  expected,  and  it  hath  qow 
OTcrtaken  you.  Happy  would  it 
iiave  been  for  you  that  your  former 
dellTerance,  in  a  situation  such  as 
.this,  had  been  a  memento  to  you 
to  hate  altered  your  conduct,  i 
hope  your  present  circurostaoccs 
.will  have  a  better  effect  upon  you, 
.and  induce  you  to  repentance. 
Make  proper  use  of  the  time  yon 
bave  to  life,  in  endeavoring  to 
make  your  peace  with  God,  for  yon 
will  soon  be  in  another  world :  your 
application  to  me  for  mercy  is  quite 
in  Tain  ;  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
j;rant  it ;  from  the  king  alone  it  is 
to  be  expected,  of  which,  howerer, 
I  can  gite  you  but  little,  lery  little, 
bopc/ 

Daring  the  time  this  malefactor 
was  in  prison  he  frequently  diverted 
bimself  with  reading  The  Beggar$* 
Opera.    He  likewise  drank  freely ; 


nor  did  he  seem  to  enterfaia  a  pro. 
per  sense  of  the  horrid  situation  to 
which  his  vices  had  reduced  him. 

On  the  day  of  execution  bis  be- 
haviour was  remarkably  intrepid; 
and,  at  the  place  of  his  death,  he 
fitted  the  halter  to  his  neck,  and 
threw  himself  off  with  great  ap. 
pearance  of  determined  resolutidn. 

This  criminal  wa^hanged  at  Ox. 
ford  on  the  I6th  of  April,  1761. 

After  the  pathetic  address  deli- 
vered  by  the  judge  to  this  convict 
it  wiU  bo  the  less  necessary  io  make 
any  particular  remarks  on  his  case. 
Those  whosevices  may  have  tempted 
them  to  the  commbsion  of  crimes 
within, the  cognizance  of  the  law, 
and  who  have  not  enough  of  virtoe 
remaining  to  take  proper  warning, 
and  reform  after  conviction  and 
conditional  pardon,  deserve  the 
fate  they  meet ;  and  ought  to  die 
nnpitied,  as  they  have  lived  enemies 
to  (he  repose  of  their  fellow-crea* 
tures! 


THOMAS  ANDREWS, 

COMVICTED  OF  AH  UNNATUaAL  CRIKE. 

This  miserable  wretch,  who  had    went  to  Andrews's 


—  — -— ' —  # 

formerly  lived  in  good  credit,  kept 
a  public  house  at  Pye  Corner,  near 
Smithfidd,  known  by  the  sign  of 
the  Fortune  of  War,  where  he  had 
as  much  business  as  enabled  him  to 
support  his  family  in  some  degree 
of  credit. 

John  Finnimore,  a  servant  out 
of  place,  who  had  been  acquainted 
with  Andrews  wheh  he  (Finnimore) 
lived  with  Mrs.  Mead,  In  Red  Lion 
Court,  behind  Saint  Sepulchre's 
church,  called  on  Andrews,  to  in. 
.quire  if  he  could  help  him  toaser* 
Tice.  Andrews's  wife  being  now 
oat  of  town,  he  told  Finnimpre  that 
be  was  welcome  to  sleep  at  his 
house;  but  the  other  declined  it  for 
.that  night,  u  Mrs.  Mead  had  given 
him  permission  to  lodge  at  hers. 

On  the  following  day  Finnimore 


with  an  ac- 
quaintance;  and,  after  they  had 
drank  together,  Finnimore  hinted 
that  ^rs.  Mead  had  not  offered 
him  a  lodging  for  the  second  night ; 
on  which  Andrews  told  him  that, 
as  his  wife  was  still  out  of  town,  he 
was  welcome  to  a  share  of  his  bed. 
Hereupon  Finnimore  went  away 
with  his  acquaintance,  and  returned 
about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.^ 

There  were  at  that  time  a  consi* 
derable  number  of  people  in  the 
house ;  and  when  they  were  gone^ 
which  was  not  till  near  one  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  Andrews  locked 
the  doors,  and  he  and  Finnimore 
went  to  bed  together. 

What  passed,  or  was  presumed 
to  pass,  till  daylight,  it  is  unpossi- 
ble  to  relate  with  any  kind  of  re« 
gard  to  the  laws  of  decency. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


%SB      KNAPP  A  BALDWIiN's  NEWOATIE  CALEtTDAB. 


In  ihe  xnoirlQiiig  Andrc^wb  ot>efied 
jtbe  door^  and  Finoimore,  ^oing 
out  without  exchanging  a  word  with 
him,  went  to  his  acquaintance, 
whom  he  found  at  the  George,  io 
Leather  Lane,  looking  aftfir  some 
horses,  which  he  drove,  being 
coachman  to  a  gentleman  who  put 
up  his  cattle  at  that  plade. 

The  coachman  asked  Finnimore 
to  carry  a  letter  to  Clapham  ;  but 
)ie  said  he  could  not  go,  and  as- 
signed such  reasons  as  accounted 
for  his  inc|ipacity. 

Hereupon  the  coachman  adrtsed 
Finnimore  to  have  Andrews  taken 
into  custody;  and  on  the  following 
day  a  warrant  was  procured  for  this 
purpose ;  but,  when  the  constable 
went  to  take  Andrc^rs  into  custody, 
he  charged  him  likewise  with  Fin- 
nimore, on  which  the  constable  took 
charge  of  them  both. 

The  constable  conducted  them  to 
the  Mansion-house;  but  the  lord 
mayor  being  absent,  they  were  con- 
veyed to  the  houses  of  two  alder- 
men, neither  of  whom  happening  to 
be  at  home,  Finnimore  was  lodged 
for  that  night  in  Bridewell,  and  An- 
drews in  the  Compter. 

On  the  following  day  they  were 
carried  before  Sir  Robert  Lad- 
broke,  the  sitting  alderman  at 
Guildhall,  when  Finnimore  made 
such  a  charge  agriinst  Andrews  that 
he  was  committed  to  Newgate. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  Andrews 
was  brought  to  his  trial  at  the  Old 


Pail^y,  when  FinDtmord  gtiwe  suA 
a  clear  account  of  the  horrid  trans, 
action  that  the  jury  did*  not  hesi. 
tate  to  find  the  prisoner  guilty,  and 
he  received,  sentence  of  death. 

Notwithstanding  this  conrictioa 
on  evidence  the  most  cdnlplete  Chat 
the  nature'of  such  a  case  would  allow, 
a  conviction  that  left  no  doabt  of 
Andrews's  guilt  in  the  mind  of  the 
public,  jet  such  interest  was  made 
that  he  was  indulged  with  a  reprieve, 
and  afterwards  obtained  a  fall  par- 
don. 

Andrews  was  discharged  from 
Newgate  in  the  month  of  July, 
1761. 

What  sort  of  interest  it  was  that 
procured  a  pardon  for  this  man,  it 
may  be  Improper,  because  it  could 
hardly  be  dcceni,  to  say.  It  is  a 
subject  that  the  delicate  pen  scarcely 
knoiArs  how  to  touch  :  but  par- 
doned he  was,  to  the  astonishment 
of  nine  persons  in  ten  who  knew 
any  thing  of  the  ease. 

The  writer  of  this  narrative  was 
well  acquainted  with  two  of  the 
gentlemen  that  were  of  the  jury  that 
convicted  Andrews;  and  he  has 
been  repeatedly  assured  by  them 
that  the  strength  of  the  evidence 
against  him  was  such  that  no  kind 
of  doubt  could  remain  of  his  guHt 
Let  the  rest  be  buried,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  in  obscurity ;  and  we  believe 
our  readers  will  thank  us  that  ih& 
obnoxious  story  is  one  of  the 
shortest  in  our  collection. 


ROBERT  GREENSTREET, 

EXECUTED  FOB  TUE  MURDER  OF  UIS  M^TER. 


..  This  man  serrod  his  apprentice- 
rfiip  with  a  Mr.  Sondi,  a  fish-hook 
maker,  in  Crooked  Lane,  London, 
by  whom  he  had  been  so  kindly 
treated,  that  after  the  expiration  of 
his  time  he  continued  to  wOrk  with 
him  as  a  journeyman. 

Greenstreet  seems  to  have  been 
of  a  discontented  mind,  for  he  was 


often  urging  an  increase  of  wages 
more  than  that  hum'ble  trade  would 
allow. 

One  day,  having  again  intro- 
duced the  subject  to  his  old  and 
kind  master,  now  bending  under 
the  weight  of  many  years,  it  led  to 
a  dispute,  in  which  the  young  vil- 
lain felled  the  poor  old  man  to  the 
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ground,  and  there  inhumanly  re- 
pealed his  blow8.  While  thus  pros- 
trate, the  master  faintly  exclaimed, 
*  Bob,  you  are  a  rogue  to  use  me 
thus!'  upon  which  the  villain  took  a 
knife  from  his  pocket,  andjdelibe* 
rateljr  opening  it,  stabbed  him  in 
several  parts  of  his  body,  at  every 
thrnst  calling  out  ^  Damn  your  old 
soul!' 

This  bloody  work  was  carried  on 
before  theyouih  who  had  succeeded 
Greenstreet  as  apprentice,  and  who, 
in  endeavoring  to  «ave  his  master, 
received  a  stab  through  his  hand. 

The  murderer  was  secured,  and 


a  surgeon  sent  for,  who  found  the 
old  man  speecfhiess,  senseless,  and 
bleeding  to  death.  In  a  few  minutes 
he  expired. 

On  his ''trial  at  the  Old  Bailey 
Greenstreet  picadtd  guilty,  and  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death. 

fie  was  executed  atTyburn,  De- 
cember the  14th,  1761,  along  with 
Daniel  Looney,  for  shooting  Cap- 
tain  Shanks. 

The  body  of  Greenstreet  was 
giren  to  the  surgeons  for  dissec* 
^n,  and,  when  brought  into  the 
hall  foi  that  purpose,  the  eyes 
opened,  though  the  body  was  dead. 


Mrt.  DanieU  brought  home  inUigtkated, 

,    .  . >. ^4^. 

THOMAS  DANIELS, 

CONnCMNED  FOtt  TliE  SUPPOSED  MURDEBf$F  HIS  WIPE. 


'  O  Death  ! 


Where  art  t^intt  ?  — Bealh !  ttiou  drend  of 

gttilc !    V5 
Tli||U  with  of  innocence !  affliclion*s  friend  ! 
TiAd  NiMure  calls  thee  :  come,  in  merc^-, 

com^, 
Aod  Jay  ro«  pillow'iliii  eternal  rest.' 

VOL.  II. 


Tuts  is  an  extraordinary  hard 
case,  ond  we  think  that  every  reader 
must  agree  in  opinion  that  thcf  ac. 
cused,  so  far  from  being  guilty  of 
mordor)  had  long  submitted  to  the 
Yory   worst   kind   of    usage    with- 
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which  a  woman  can  possibly  treat 
a  husband. 

The  whole  proof  adduced  against 
him  was  circumstantial ;  and  we 
hope  no  jury  sitting  upon  the  life 
of  their  fellow* creature  will  again 
confict  a  man  on  such  CTidence. 

That  they  erred  in  their  judg- 
ment, or,  at  all  events,  that  the 
Privy  Council  of  the  realm  differed 
from  them  in  opinion,  is  evident, 
from  the  unfortunate  man  immedi- 
ately receiving  the  king's  pardon. 

But,  that  every  one  may  form  a^ 
judgment  on  the  case,  we  shall  simply 
narrate  the  circumstances  drawn 
from  the  different  publications  of 
the  day,  including  bis  own  copfes- 
slop. 

Thomas  Daniels  was  a  journey- 
man carpenter,  and  about  the  year 
1757,  at  which  time  he  worked 
with  his  father,  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Sarah  Carridine,  a 
Tery  pretty  girl,  who  was  servant 
at  a  public  house ;  this  girl  he  was 
Tery  desirous  to  marry,  but  his  father 
and  mother  would  not  consent,  be- 
cause she  had  lived  in  an  ale- 
house. After  consulting  with  the 
girl,  and  the!  girj's  mother,  it  was 
agreed  they  should  live  together 
without  being  married.  The  mo- 
ther, therefore,  took  a  lodging  for 
thepi,  to. which  Daniels  removed. 
His  fathei,  however,  soon  found 
out  what  he  had  done,  upon  which 
a  quarrel  ensued,  and  he  deter- 
mined to  work  with  his  father  no 
longer. 

As  he  was  going  4ibout  seeking 
employment  elsewhere,  he  met  with 
some  of  his  acquaintance,  who  had 
entered  on  board  the  Britannia  pri- 
Tateer,  and  they  persi|aded  him  to 
enter  also. 

When  he  went  home,  and  told 
Carridine  whfit  he  had  done,  she 
fell  into  Tiolent  fits  of  crying,  and 
was,,  with  great  difficulty,  pacified, 
by  his  telling  her  that  the  cruise  , 


was  bnt  for  six  months,  that  be. 
hoped  he  should  make  his  fortune,* 
and  that  he  would  marry  her  when 
he  came  back,  advising  her,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  go  to  service. 

In  this  situation  she  was  natu- 
rally exposed  to  great  danger.     It 
is  probable  that  her  grief  was  mixed, 
with   resentment;   that  she  consi-^ 
dered  herself  as  slighted  and   de«. 
serted ;  and  that  she  doubted  whe- 
ther he  would  return  again,  and,  if 
he  did,  whether  he,  who  could  so 
soon  forsake  her,  would  make  good . 
his  engagement ;  at  the  same  time, 
having  been  already  debauched,  she 
was  not  restrained  by  the  powerful 
motives  from  which  women  resist 
solicitations,  to-  the-  first  fault,  and 
she  was  under  every  possible^temp- 
tation>  to  form  another  connex^n 
that  was  likely  to  be  more  certain 
and  durable. 

Under  all  these  dbadvantagcs-.she- 
was  seduced  by  one  John  Jones,  a 
founder,  a  wretch  who  had  been  the 
intimate  acquaintance  of  Daniels,, 
and  professed  great  friendship  for 
him.      This    fellow    promised    to^ 
marry  her  if  Daniels  did* not  re-*' 
turn  ;  that,  if  he  did,  he  would  con- 
tinue his  kindness  to  her ;  and  that, 
if  he  should  die  himself,  he  would . 
leave  her  all  his  goods,  and  all  his  > 
interest  in  the  capital  of  a^box-- 
club,  to  which  he  belonged. 

Not  long  after  this  connexion  be** 
tween  Carridine  and  Jones,  Daateis 
came  home,    having  been    absent 
about  eight  months.     As  sooP'iw^'- 
he  came  to  London    h%  went  to 
Mr.  Archer's,  who  kept  the  White 
Bear,  at  the  corner  of  Barbican, 
In    Aldersgate    Street,    whom    he 
called  his    master,    and   sent  for 
his  father  and  mother,  with  whom 
he   spent   an    agri^ble  •  eTeniog.  - 
He  then  inquired  of  Mrs.  Archer 
after  Carridine ;  and  she  referred  * 
him    to  Jones.     Jones  took  htm 
over  the  water  to  §fk  alehouse  neac 
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'the  Bridgcfooty  where  he  saw 
her.  At  this  time  she  Hred  with 
her  mother,  and  Daniels  took  -a 
lodging  in  the  same  house  wtfh 
Jones,  who,  pretending  great  friend- 
ship for  them  both,  urged  Daniels 
to  marry,  going  every  night  with 
him  to  spend  the  c? ening  with  the 
girl,  and  offering  to  give  her  away. 
Daniels,  without  suspicion  of  so 
perfidious  and  base  a  conduct,  fell 
into  the  snare,  and  fi:ied  upon  a 
day ;  but,  as  our  laws  have  laid  a 
tax  upon  marriage,  which  other 
states  have  encouraged  by  pccu- 
niary  or  honorary  advantages.  Da- 
taiels  could  not  be  married,  because 
he  had  not  money  enough  to  pay 
the  fees.  He  would  have  borrowed 
a  gtjinea  of  his  master,  but  his  mas. 
tcr  refused ;  upon  which  Jones 
urged  hitn  to  raise  it  by  pawning 
his  watch  :  to  this  Daniels  consent* 
cd,  the  watch  was  pawned  for  him 
by  Jones  himself,  and  Daniels  and 
Carridtne  were  married. 

Daniels,  at  first,  lived  in  ready, 
furnished  lodgings,  till  his  wife's 
mother  persuaded  him  to  live  with 
her  in  Catherine-wheel  Alley, 
Whitechapel.  While  they  lived 
here  Daniels  frequently  found  his 
wife  abroad  when  he  came  home 
from  work,  and  when  she  did  come 
home  she  was  generally  in  liquor. 
The  mother  excused  both  her  ab- 
sence and  her  condition  by  saying 
she  had  been  to  see  some  young 
WMieo  in  Spitalfields,  and  that  a 
va^  little  matter  got  into  her  head. 
It'waa  not  long,  however,  before 
Dinieta  found  that  she  kept  com- 
pany  with  Jones ;  and  having  once 
followed  them  to  an  alehouse,  when 
the  AAher  prefended  she  was  gone 
to  see  the  young  women  In  Spital- 
fields, he  went  to  them,  and,  after 
some  words,  sent  his  wife  home. 
'fte  was  then  drunk^  and,  when 
h%  went  home  to  her,  a  violent 
qairrd  ensued,  during  which  the 


wife  and  the  mother  both  fell  ttpoa 
him  ;  and  the  wife  afterwards  ran 
out  of  the  house,  and  was  absent 
all  night. 

Neit  day,  however,  Daniels  was 
persuaded  to  make  it  up;  4nd  soon 
after  put  her  into  a  little  shop  in 
the  Minories,  to  sell  pork  and 
greens,  and  other  articles.  She 
promised  to  mind  her  business,  and 
never  go  into  Jones's  company 
more. 

On  the  next  Lord  Mayor's  Day 
Daniels  attended  his  master  to  the 
hall  of  his  company,  and,  his  master 
having  given  him  a  bottle  of  wine^ 
he  went  into  the  kitchen,  and  got 
some  bread  and  meat.  He  would 
not,  however,  touch  either  the  wine 
or  the  victuals  there,  but  brought 
both  home,  pleasing  himself  with 
the  thought  of  enjoying  them 
quietly  with  his  wife.  When  he 
came  home  his  wife  was  out,  and 
soon  after  he  found  her  and  Jones 
together  upon  the  stairs^  Jones 
having  taken  the  opportunity  of 
Daniels's  absence  to  supply  his 
place,  not  suspectiiig  that  be  would 
leave  the  good  cheer  of  the  hall^ 
and  come  home  so  early. 

This  caused  a  great  quarrel,  and 
Daniels  would  suffer  his  wife  to 
keep  shop  no  longer ;  he  also  re« 
moved  from  her  mother's,  and,  hav. 
ing  got  a  few  goods  of  his  own, 
took  a  room  in  the  Little  Minories. 
Here  they  lived  somewhat  more 
quiet  for  a  little  while  ;•  but,  the 
wife  falling  again  into  irregular!, 
ties,  Daniels  entered  a  second  time 
on  board  the  Britannia  ptivatQer, 
as  carpenter's  mate,  and,  without 
acquainting  any  body  with  what  he 
had  done,  went  down  to  the  ship, 
at  Greenhithe ;  but  in  a  few  days, 
to  his  great  surprise,  he  was  visited 
on  board  by  his  wife,  in  company 
with  Jones :  they  staid  on  board 
all  night,  and,  she  lamenting  and 
behaving  like  a  mad  woman^  he 
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wai  at  If  ngth  persuaded  te  return 
lionie  with  her. 

Soon  after  he  took  a  house,  the 
corner  of  Hare  Court,  Aldersgate 
Street,  and  put  his  wife  once  more 
into  a  shop ;  but  she  soon  returned 
to  her  old  ways,  kept  company 
with  Jones  and  several  other  peo- 
ple, and  at  length  ran  away  and 
left  him. 

Notwithstanding  this  conduct  he 
was  persuaded  io  receive  her  again, 
though  she  acknowleilged  her  cri. 
minal  intimacy  with  Jones,  upon 
her  promise  of  amendment ;  yet  she 
not  only  contracted  other  intimacies 
of  an  infamous  kind,  but,  when 
Daniels  cam«  home  to  his  meals, 
she  would  be  abroad,  with  the  key 
of  their  room  in  her  pocket,  so  that 
he.waa  obliged  to  eat  at  an  ale. 
house. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  Daniels 
seems  to  have  had  a  strong  attach- 
ment to  her,  and  io  have  done 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  please 
her,  that  she  might  make  his  home 
agreeable,  and  was  solicitous  to  the 
last  to  unite  his  pleasure  with  hers, 
io  which  he  was  constantly  disap. 
po^iii^.  The  following  instance, 
among  many  others,  is  a  remark- 
'  able  representation  of  his  conduct 
and  her  character. 

One  Sunday,  with  a  view  to  en- 
tertain her,  he  took  her  down  to 
Ilford,  that  they  might  spend  the 
day  agreeably  together :  they  diaed 
at  the  White  Horse  there,  and  after 
dinner  she  drank  freely.  When  the 
reckoning  came  to  be  paid  she 
flew  into  a  rage  with  the  landlord, 
and,  upon  Daniels  endeavoring  to 
moderate  matters,  she  turned  all 
her  resentment  upon  him,  and  car- 
ried it  to  suc^  a  degree,  that  she 
declared  she  would  not  go  home 
with  him,  but  would  go  with  the 
first  person  that  asked  her,  or  even 
with  the  next  man  that  went  by. 
This  threat,  extravagant  as  it  was, 


she  nradp  good ;  for  a  person, 
dressed  like  an  officer,  5toppii\g  in 
a  chaise  at  the  door,  she  asked  him 
tVlet  her  ride  home  with  htm:  he 
donsented,  and  away  they  went. 

Daniels,  though  he  had  ofTer^ 
his  wife  a  place  in  the  stage,  n(>w 
walked  home  by  himself;  and,  hav- 
ing sat  up  for  his  wife  till  it  was 
very  late,  he  at  length  gave  her 
over,  and  went  to  bed.  Aboat 
two  in  the  morning  he  was  roused 
by  a  violent  knocking  at  his  door, 
where  he  found  his  wife  so  drunk 
that  she  could  not  stand,  attended 
by  her  mother  ;  and  he  quietly  let 
her  in,  with  the  mother,  vihoiQ 
assistance  was  absolutely  necessary 
io  put  her  to  bod. 

The  account  of  what  happened 
immediately  before  the  accident 
that  put  an  end  to  her  life,  and  pf 
that  accident  itself,  is  added  in  his 
own  words,  the  truth  of  which  he 
has  attested  upon  oath,  before  a  ma- 
gistrate, since  his  pardon : — 

^  Tha  night  before  this  melan- 
choly accident  happened,  1  came 
home,  to  be  sure,  not  entirely 
sober  where,  not  finding  my  wife, 
I  went  directly  to  her  mother's, 
where  I  found  her  very  drunk.  It 
being  night,  her  mother  said  it  was 
not  proper  to  take  her  home  in 
that  condition,  and  therefore  ad- 
yised  me  to  lie  there  that  night, 
while  she  and  her  girl  would  go  and 
sleep  at  my  lodging.     We  did  so. 

*'  In  the  morning,  after  my  wife*i 
mother  came  back,  we  all  break- 
fasted together  at  her  lodgings 
After  breakfast  I  went  ^  Mrr 
Clarke,  timber-merchant,  in  St 
Mary  Axe,  to  solicit  for  some  In- 
dia Company's  work ;  from  whence 
1  went  to  the  Mapsion  House  ale- 
house, and  diink  a  pint  of  beer. 
I  then  intended  to  go  to  work  at 
Mr.  Perry's,  in  Noble  Street;  bulji; 
it  being  near  dinner-time,  I  stoppen 
at  the  Bell,  opposite  hb  house,  for 
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another  pint  of  beer,  where,  meet- 
ing some  arquaintance  eating  beef- 
steaks, I  dined  with  them.  As  I 
was  eating,  in  came  my  wife  and 
her  mother  :  she  at  first  abused  mc 
for  being  at  the  alehouse*  but  they 
afterwards,  with  great  seeming  good 
humour,  drank  with  me,  and,  as 
they  wanted  money,  I  gave  my 
wife  two  shillings,  and  lent  her 
mother  a  six«and-ninc}>enny  piece, 
which  I  had  just  received  in  change 
for  half  a  guinea,  from  the  master 
of  (he  public  house.  As  the  day 
was  now  far  spent,  and  as  I  was 
pleased  with  the  prospect  of  work- 
ing for  the  East  India  Company,  1 
thought  it  not  worth  while  to  begin 
a  day's  work  so  late:  1  therefore 
went  to  Sffltthfield,  to  see  how  the 
horse-market  went ;  from  thence  I 
went  to  Warwick  Lane,  to  see  for 
a  young  man  whom  I  had  promised 
to  get  to  work  for  the  Company 
also.  I  took  him  to  Mr.  Clarke, 
in  St.  Mary  Axe,  and  afterward 
went  with  him  to  two  or  three 
places  more ;  the  last  place  was  the 
Nag's  Head,  in  Houndsditch;  and 
about  half  an  hour  after  nine 
o'clock  went  home. 

^  When  I  came  there  I  went  in 
at  tbe  Imck  door, '  which  is  under 
the  gateway,  and  which  used  to  be 
only  on  a  single  latch,  for  the  con- 
Tcoiency  of  my  lodgers. '  1  went  up 
to  my  room-door :  but,  finding  it 
fast,  came  down  stairs  again. 

<  There  was  then  some  disturb- 
ance OTcr  the  way,  in  Aidersgate 
Street,  which  I  walked  over  to  see 
the  meaning  of,  imagining  my  wife 
might  chance  to  be  engaged  in  it. 
tiot  finding  her  in  the  crowd,  I 
returned,  and  went  up  stairs  again  : 
while  1  was  on  the  stairs  1  heard 
my  wife  cough,  by  which  I  knew 
she  was  at  home.  Finding  my  door 
still  fast,  I  knocked  and  called 
again  ;  still  she  would  not  answer : 
1  thcji^aid  ^\  Sally,  1  know  you  are 


at  home,  and  I  desire  you  will  open 
the  door ;  if  yon  will  not  I  will  burst 
it  open."  Nobody  yet  answering, 
1  set  m?  shoulder  against  the  door, 
and  forced  it  open ;  upon  this  she 
jumped  out  of  bed.  I  immediately 
began  to  undress  me,  by  slipping 
off  my  coat  and  waistcoat,  saying, 
at  the  same  time,  ^^  Sally,  what 
makes  you  use  me  so?  you  follow 
me  wherever  I  go,  to  abuse  me, 
and  theu  lock  me  out  of  my  lodg. 
ing  ;  1  never  served  you  so.*'  On 
this  she  flew  upon  mc,  called  me  a 
scoundrel  dog,  said  she  supposed  I 
had  been  with  some  of  my  whores, 
and,  so  saying,  tore  my  shirt  down 
from  the  bosom :  on  this  i  pushed 
her  down;  she  then  ran  to  the 
chimney.comer,  and  snatched  np 
several  things,  which  I  successively 
wrested  from  her,  and  in  the  scuffle 
a  table  and  a  screen  fell  down.  .  At 
length  she  struck  me  several  blows 
with  a  hand-brush  ;  and,  while  I 
was  struggling  to  get  it  from  her^ 
she  cried  out  several  times  ^^  Indeed, 
indeed,  I  will  do  so  no  more." 
When  I  got  the  brush  from  her, 
which  I  did  with  some  difficulty,  I 
^gare  her  a  blow  with  it,  and  then 
concluded  she  would  be  easy.  She 
sat  down  on  the  floor,  by  the  cup- 
board door,  tearing  her  shift  from 
her  back,  which  had  been  rent  in 
the  skirmish :  I  sat  down  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  bed,  with  .my 
back  towards  her,  preparing  to  go 
into  it;  and,  seeing  her  fling  the 
remnants  of  her  shift  about  in  so 
mad  a  manner,  I  said  <^  Sally,  you 
are  a  silly  girl ;  why  don't  you  be 
easy  ?"  On  that  she  suddenly  rose 
up,  and  with  something  gave  me  a 
blow  on  the  head,  which  struck  me 
down  :  I  fell  on  the  bedstead,  with 
my  head  against  the  folding  doors 
of  it.  I  imagined  she  was  then 
afraid  she  had  killed  me,  for  I 
heard  her  cry,  two  or  three  times, 
*^  O  save  me,  save  mc !"    How  sha 
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went  oiit  of  (he  window  it  is  impos. 
sible  for  me  to  saj,  in  (he  condition 
she  left  me  in  ;  but,  from  her  cries, 
I  supposed  her  gone  that  waj ;  and 
in  my  consternation,  when  I  arose, 
I  ran  down  one  pair  of  stairs, 
where;  not' knowing  how  to  be- 
bafe,  I  went  up  again,  and  sat  me 
down  on  the  bed  from  whence  I 
rose.  In  this  position  Mr.  Clarke, 
the  constable,  and  the  numbers  who 
followed  him^  found  me.  He  said 
**  Daniels,  you  have  stabbed  your 
wife,  and  flnng  her  out  at  the  win. 
dow."  I  replied  "  No,  Mr.  Clarke, 
I  have  not ;  she  threw  herself  out»" 

^  Mr.  Clarke  took  a  candle,  and 
examined  all  the  room  in  search  of 
blood,  but  found  none ;  and  luckily 
it  was  for  me  that  neither  of  our 
noses  happened  to  bleed  in  the  fray, 
though  mine  was  subject  to  do  so 
on  any  trifling  occasion. 

^  He  then  went  to  the  window, 
where  he  found  a  piece  of  a  saucer, 
and  asked  me  what  it  was.  I  told 
him  I^did  not  know,  but  recollected 
afterwards  that  it  was  what  I  fed 
my  squirrel  in  ;  though  I  knew  not 
how  it  came  broke ;  it  was  whole 
that  day. 

^  From  thence  I  was  taken  to  the 
Compter;  and  the  public  are  al- 
ready acquainted  with  the  proceed- 
ings on  my  trial,  when  I  was  con- 
demned for  the  supposed  fact,  Sep- 
tember the  21st,  1761. 

^  I  am  informed  that  the  next 
morning  they  found  a  pair  of  small 
pliers,  bloody,  in  the  window, 
which  werp.  then  considered  as  a 
proof  of  my  guilt.  Theae  pliers 
were  what  I  have  mended  my  squir. 
rel's  chain  with  whenever  he  broke 
loose,  which  wi^  sometimes  the  case. 
How  they  should  be  bloody,  as  God 
is  my  Saviour,  I  cannot  answer; 
but^  as  no  woi^nd  was  perceived  on 
the  body,  they  were  not  produced 
as  evidence  against  me.  However, 
when  my  wife  was  brought  up  from 


the  street,  it  is  said  she  was  blooded^ 
and  that  the  basin  was  put  in  the 
window  where  these  pliers  were 
found.  It  is  therefore  possible 
that,  in  such  confusion,  a  drop  or 
two  might  accidentally  be  spilled 
upon  them,  more  especially  when 
we  consider  the  tumult  of  a  morn- 
ing's exhibition  of  a  dead  body,  for 
penny  gratuities,  by  the  unprio. 
-cipled  mother  of  it.' 

The  following  judicious  remarks 
are  added  by  the  person  who  assist- 
ed Daniels  in  publishing  his  case, 
and  they  seem  to  confirm  the  man's 
declaration  of  his  innocence  be- 
yond  the  possibility  of  doubt. 

The  window  of  Daniels's  room 
has  two  casements  folding  against 
each  other,  with  garden-pots  before 
them.  One  of  these  casements  only 
used  to  be  opened,  the  other  being 
in  general  kept  shut.  These  Qase- 
ments  were  each  about  sixteen  or 
seventeen  inches  wide,  and  the  win- 
dow wad  about  a  yard  and  a  quai^* 
ter  high.  When  this  accident  bap« 
pened  one  casement  was  open,  the 
other  shut,  as  usual ;  consequently 
the  opening  then  through  the  win- 
dow was  about  sixteen  or  seventeen 
inches  wide,  and  a  yard  and  a  quarter 
high.  Through  this  space  a  man  was 
to  thrust  a  woman,  nearly  as  strong 
as  himself!  If  such  a  thing  had 
been  attempted,  the  following  con^ 
sequences  must  be  incontestably  al- 
lowed to  ensue: 

I.  The  wom^n  would  resist  the 
attempt. 

IL  When  persons  struggle  to 
avoid  imminent  dauger,  and  are 
driven  to  despair,  they  are  capable 
of  a  surprising  degree  of  exertion, 
beyond  their  ordinary  abili^es* 

III.  This  woman  would  there^ 
fore  have  continued  in  so  narrow  a 
gap  a  very  considerable  while  be- 
fore she  could  have  been  forced 
through,  and  would  all,  that  time 
have  uttered  cries,  entreaiiai,  antf 
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exclamations,  too  expressi?e  of  her 
situation  to  ba?e  been  mistaken 
by  the  neighbours  and  spectators. 

IV.  Her  resistance  would  ha?e 
orertumed  the  before-mentioned 
gardeo.pots,  and  would  have  shat- 
tered  the  glass  of  the  casement  that 
Was  shut)  and  even  forced  open, 
Or  broke,  the  casement  itself,  which 
obstructed  her  passage. 

V.  In  breaking  the  glass  of  the 
Ivindow  her  skin  must  have  been 
frcatly  scratched  and  torn,  and 
ner  limbs,  naked  as  she  was,  have 
been  otherwise  greallj  maimed  and 
bruised. 

VL  The  man  who  undertook  to 
force  her  out  must  haf  e  borne  some 
▼erj  conspicuous  marks  of  his  at- 
tempt 

The  two  first  of  these  proposi. 
tions  will  be  universally  granted. 

The  third  is  contradicted  by  all 
the  evidence  on  the  trial,  who  una- 
nimously agree  that  the  moment 
the  woman  was  seen  she  came 
through  the  window,  and  was  only 
iben  heard  to  use  such  eipressions, 
which  Daniels  accounts  for  better 
Chan  any  one  else. 

In  reply  to  the  fourth — the  pots 
were  not  discomposed  nor  the  win- 
dow broken^  except  one  pane;  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  even  that  pane 
might  not  have  been  broken  before. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth— the  body, 
by  the  evidence  of  the  surgeon,  did 
not  appear  to  have  received  any 
other  dunnage  than  the  natural  con- 
sequences  of  so  great  a  fall. 


As  to  the  last — the  man  was  not 
seen  at  the  window  at  all;  and,  as; 
to  any  wounds  or  bruises  sustained 
by  him,  the  constable,  when  asked 
whether  be  saw  the  blow  oo  bis 
head,  which  he  affirmed  to  be  given 
him  by  his  wife,  declared  he  did 
not.  But  he  \«as  not  asked  wbe« 
tber  be  looked  for  it ;  a  question^ 
it  may  be  presumed,  he  would  have 
answered  in  the  negative. 

In  such  a  situation,  it  is  to  be 
concluded,  the  poor  fellow  was 
little  heard,  and  less  regarded,  con- 
cerning whatever  he  might  allege 
in  his  own  behalf. 

A  man  may  bo  stunned  by  a 
blow  that  might  not  perhaps  ex. 
hibit  any  remarkable  appearance ; 
and,  had  it  been  seen^  his  account 
of  it  would  have  weighed  but 
little. 

It  is  not  even  probable,  had  he 
knocked  this  woman  on  the  head 
first,  that  he  could  have  sent  the 
body  through  the  window  to  comr 
pletely  as,  either  by  fright  or  de« 
sign,  she  accomplished  it  herself^ 
But  that  she  came  there  living  is 
past  all  doubt. 

To  conclude:  —  the  evidence 
against  this  unfortunate  man  wa^ 
only  presumptive  at  most,  and, 
upon  clear  scrutiny,  is  really  pro- 
ductive of  noMf'n^/  80  that,  as  he 
was  discharged  by  royal  authority, 
so  has  he  also  a  just  claim  to  an 
acquittal  in  the  minds  of  all  judi- 
cious and  candid  people. 


THEODORE  GARDELLE, 

XXECUTED  FOR  MVRDER. 


Theodore  Gardelle  was  a  fo- 
reigner, a  man  of  education  and 
talents  in  his  profession — the  fine 
art  of  painting.  That  he  was  not 
a  man  of  a  bad  disposition,  or  given 
to  irregulariiies,  appears  from  Mrs. 
King's  receiving  him  back  as  an  in- 


mate after  be  had  once  quitted  her 
lodgings. 

He  was  born  at  Geneva,  a  city 
which  is  famed  for.  giving  birth  to 
great  men  in  both  the  arts  and 
sciences.  He  chose  the  miniature 
style  of  painting,  and,  having  aci 
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quired  its  firtt  rndiments,  went  to 
nru,  where  he  made  great  profi- 
Giencj  in  the  art  He  then  returned 
to  his  natire  place,  and  practised  his 
profession  for  some  years  with  cre- 
dit and  adfantage ;  but,  it  appears, 
unhappy  in  his  domestic  concerns, 
he  repaired  to  London,  and  took 
lodgings  at  Mrs.  King's,  in  Leices* 
ter  Fields,  in  the  year  1760. 

Some  lime  afterwards,  for  the 
benefit  of  purer  air,  he  removed  to 
Knightsbridge ;  J>ut,  finding  that 
place  too  far  from  his  business,  he 
returned  to  his  former  residence, 
where  he  was  pursuing  his  busincap 
until  the  fatal  cause  arose  which 
brought  him  to  an  ignominious 
death. 

On  Thursday,  the  19th  of  Fe. 
bruary,  1761,  in  the  morning,  the 
maid  got  up  about  scvm  o'clock, 
and  opened  the  front  parlour  win. 
dows.  There  is  a  front  parlour 
and  a  back  parlour ;  both  have  a 
door  into  the  passage  from  the 
street  door,  and  there  is  also  a  door 
that  goes  out  of  one  into  the  other  : 
/>  the  back  parlour  was  Mrs.  King's 
bed.chamber,  and  the  door  which 
entered  it  from  the  passage  was  se- 
cured on  the  inside  by  a  drop  bolt, 
and  could  not  be  opened  on  the 
outside  when  locked,  though  the 
drop  bolt  was  not  down,  because 
on  the  outside  there  was  no  key* 
hole.  The  door  into  the  front  par* 
lour  was  also  secured  on  the  inside 
by  Mrs.  King  when  she  went  to 
bed,  and  the  door  of  the  front  par- 
lour into  the  passage  was  left  open : 
when  the  maid  had  entered  the  front 
parlour  by  this  door,  and  opened 
the  windows,  she  went  to  the  pas* 
sage  door  of  the  back  parlour, 
where  Mrs.  King  was  in  bed,  and 
knocked,  in  order  to  get  the  key  of 
the  street  door,  which  Mrs.  King 
took  at  night  info  her  room.  Mrs. 
King  drew  up  the  bolt,  and  the 
maid  went  in  ;  she  took  the  key  of 


the  street  door,  which  she  saw  lie 
upon  the  table  by  a  looking-glass; 
and  her  mistress  then  shut  the  pts- 
sage  door  and  dropped  tlH  bolt, 
and  ordered  the  maid  to  open  the 
door  that  communicated  with  the 
front  parlour,  which  she  did,  and 
went  out  She  then  kindled  the  fire 
in  the  front  parlour,  that  it  might 
be  ready  when  her  mistress  arose, 
and  about  eight  o'clock  went  op 
into  GardcUe's  room,  where  she 
found  him  in  a  red  and  green  night* 
gown  at  work,  lie  gave  her  twoT 
letters,  a  snuflT-boz,  and  a  guinea, 
and  desired  her  to  delirer  the  let. 
ters,  one  of  which  was  directed  Ui 
one  Mozier,  in  the  Hayroarket,  aod 
the  other  to  a  person  who  kept  a 
snulf-shop  at  the  nczt  door,  and  to 
bring  him  from  thence  a  penny- 
worth of  snuflf. 

The  girl  took  the  messages,  and 
went  again  to  her  mistress,  telling 
her  what  Gardelle  had  desired  her 
to  do ;  to  which  her  mistress  repliedi 
'  Nanny,  you  can't  go,  for  there  "s 
nobody  to  answer  at  the  street 
door.'  The  girl,  being  willing  to 
oblige  (5ardclle,  or  bcing;^  for  some 
reason  desirous  to  go  out,  answered 
^  that  Mr.  Gardelle  would  coaie 
down,  and  sit  in  the  parlour  till  she 
came  back.'  She  then  wentagaia 
to  Gardelle,  and  told  him  whatob. 
jection  her  mistress  had  mad^  and 
what  she  had  said  to  remove  ik 
Gardelle  then  said  he  would  come 
down  as  she  had  proposec^^  and  he 
did  come  down  accordingly. 

The  girl  immediately  went  en  his 
errand,  and  left  him  in  the  parloofi 
shutting  the  street  door  after  her# 
and  taking  the  key  to  let  herself  io 
when  she  came  back. 

Immediately  after  the  girl  was 
gone  out,  Mrs.  King,  hearing  the 
tread  of  somebody  in  the  parlonr, 
called  out  «  Who  Is  there  ?'  and 
at  the  same  time  opened  her  cham- 
ber door.     Gardelle  was  at  a  Uible- 
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f^y  nt9^  the  door,  having  jost  (hen 
taken  up  a  book  that  lay  upon  ft, 
which  happened  to  be  a  French 
grammar.  He  had  some  time  be- 
fore drawn  Mrs.  King's  picture^ 
which  she  wanted  to  hayo  made  very 
handsome,  and  had  teased  him  so 
much  about  it,  that  the  effect  was 
just  contrary.  It  happened  unfor- 
tunately that  the  first  thing  she  said 
to  him,  when  she  saw  him  walking 
about  in  the  room,  was  something 
reproachful  9b6^t  this  picture. 
Gardelle  was  pro^voked  at  the  in. 
suit ;  and  as  he  spoke  English  rery 
imperfectly,  he,  for  want  of  a  less 
proper  eipression,  told  her,  with 
some  warmth,  ^That  she  was  an 
impertinent  woman/  This  threw 
her  into  a  transport  of  rage,  and 
she  gave  him  a  blow  with  her  fist 
on  the  breast,  so  fiolent,  that  he 
says  he  could  not  have  thought  it 
could  haye  been  given  by  a  woman. 
As  soon  as  the  blow  was  struck  she 
drew  a  little  back,  and  at  the  same 
instant,  he  said,  he  laid  his  hand  on 
her  shoulder,  and  pushed  her  from 
him,  rather  in  contempt  than  anger, 
or  with  a  design  to  hurt  her  ;  but, 
her  foot  happening  to  catch  in  the 
fioor-cloth,  she  fell  backwards,  and 
her  head  came  with  great  force 
against  the  corner  of  the  bedstead : 
the  blood  immediately  gushed  from 
her  month,  not  in  a  continued 
stream,  but  as  if  by  different  strokes 
of  a  pomp :  he  instantly  ran  to  her, 
and  stooped  to  raise  her,  expressing 
his  concern  at  the  accident ;  but  she 
pushed  him  away,  and  threatened, 
though  in  a  feeble  and  interrupted 
Toice,  to  punbh  him  for  what  he 
had  done.  He  i^as,  he  says,  terrified 
exceedingly  at  the  thought  of  being 
condemned  for  a  criminal  act  upon 
her  accusation,  and  agatn  attempted 
to  assist  her  by  raising  her  up,  as 
^  the  blood  stUl  gushed  from  her 
mouth  in  great  quantities  ;  but  she 
still  exerted  all  her  strength  to  keep 


him  off,  and  stOl  cried-ont,  mixing 
threats  with  her  screams* ,  He  then 
seized  an  ivory  comb,  with  a  sharfi 
taper  point  continued  from  tht 
back,  for  adjusting  the  curls  of  her 
hair,  which  lay  upon  her  toilet,  and 
threatened  her  in  his  turn  to  pre4 
vent  her  crying  out ;  but  she  still 
continuing  to  cry  out«  though  with 
a  voice  still  fainter  and  fainter,  he 
struck  her  with  this  Instrument, 
probably  in  the  throat,  upon  whicb 
the  blood  Sowed  from  her  mouth  in: 
yet  greater  quantities,  and  her  voice 
was  quite  stopped :  he  then  drew 
the  bed.clothes  over  her,  to  pre. 
vent  her  blood  from  spreading  mk 
the  floor,  and  to  hide  her  from  his  . 
sight.  He  stood,  he  said,  some  timei 
motionless  by  her,  and  then  fell 
down  by  her  side  in  a  swoon.  Whea 
he  came  to  himself  he  perceived  the. 
maid  was  come  in;  he  therefore  went 
out  of  the  room  without  examinin|^ 
the  body  to  see  if  the  unhappy 
wretch  was  quite  dead,  and  his  con.  ' 
fusion  was  then  so  great  that  het 
staggered  against  the  wainscot, 
and  hit  his  head,  so  as  to  raise  a 
bump  over  his  eye.  As  no  person 
was  in  the  house  but  the  murdered 
and  the  murderer  while  the  fact, 
was  committed,  nothing  can  be 
knpwn  about  it  but  from  Gardelle's 
own  accounts  the  circumstances 
related  aboTe  contain  the  sense  of 
what  he  stated  both  in  his  defence, 
and  in  the  account  which  he  drew 
up  in  French  to  leave  behind  him, 
taken  together  as  far  as  they  are 
consistent;  for  there  are  in  both, 
several  inconsistencies  and  absurdi- 
ties, which  give  reason  to  suspect 
they  are  not  true. 

All  was  quiet  when  the  maid  m.. 
turned,  which,  she  said,  was  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  She  went  first 
into  the  parlour,  where  Gardelle  had 
promised  to  wait  till  she  came  back^ 
and  saw  nobody.  She  had  paid 
three  shillings  and  nine  |)ence  out 
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of  (he  guinea  at  the  snuff-shop, 
where  she  dettfered  one  of  the  let. 
tters;  to  the  other  she  had  iio 
answer ;  and  she  laid  the  change 
and  the  snoff-box,  with  the  snufT 
she  had  fcfched  in  it,  upon  the  table ; 
then  went  up  into  Gardelle's  room, 
and  found  nobodj ;  and  by  tarns 
she  went  into  every  room  in  the 
house,  except  her  mistress's  cbam- 
ber,  whither  she  never  went  but 
when  she  was  called,  and  found  no. 
body.  She  then  boiled  some  water 
In  the  kitchen,  made  a  bit  of  toast, 
and  sat  down  to  breakfast  In  a 
short  time  she  heard  somebody 
wdk  overhead  in  the  [)arlour,  or 
passage,  and  go  up  stairs,  but  did 
kiot  go  to  see  who  it  was.  When 
she  had  breakfasted  she  went  and 
stirred  up  the  fire  in  the  parlour 
against  her  mistress  got  up,  and 
perceived  that  the  snuff  and  change 
Had  been  taken  from  the  table ;  she 
then  went  up  stairs  again  to  Gar. 
delle's  room,  to  clean  and  set  it  to 
rights,  as  she  used  to  do,  antl  H  was 
now  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock.' 
Sooii  after  Gardelle  came  down 
from  the  garret  iMo  his  bed-cham- 
ber, which  somewhat  surprised  her, 
as  he  could  have  no  business  that 
she  knew  of  in  fhe  garret.  When 
the  first  saw  him,  which  was  abopf 
an  hour  afterwards,  she  said  he 
looked  confounded,  and  blushed 
exceedingly  ;  and  she  perceived  the 
bump  over  his  eye,  which  had  then 
a  black  patch  upon  it  as  big  as  a 
shilling:  he  had  also  changed  his 
dress,  and  had  written  another  let. 
ter,  with  which  he  sent  her  into 
Great  Suffolk  Street,  and  ordered 
her  to  wait  for  an  answer :  she  went 
dUectly,  and  when  she  returned, 
which  was  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
she  foun^  him  sitting  in  the  parlour, 
and  told  hyn  the  gentleman  wotild* 
be  there  in  the  evening.  He  then 
told.hcr  that  a  gentleman  bad  been 
in  the  room  with  her  mistroeS;  and 


that  she  was  gone  out  with  him  in 
a  hackney-coach.  It  appears  by 
this  that  Gardelle  knew  the  maid 
was  acquainted  with  her  mistress's 
character.  The  maid,  however, 
though  she  might  have  believed  this 
story  at  another  time,  could  not  b^ 
lleve  it  now ;  she  was  not  absent 
above  a  quarter  of  an  hour ;  she  had 
left  her  mistress  in  bed,  and  the 
time  would  not  have  permitted  her 
receiving  a  gentleman  there,  her 
being  dressed,  a  coach  being  pro- 
cured, and  her  having  gone  out  in' 
it;  besides,  when  she  came  back, 
she  knew  Gardelle  w^  in  her  cham. 
ber.  This  gave  her  some  suspicion 
that  Gardelle  and  her  mistress  had 
been  in  hed  together.  She  went, 
however,  and  looked  atthb  door  of 
the  chaii^ber,  v^hich  opened  into  the' 
parlour,  and  which  she  had  openeiT 
by  her  mistress's  order,  and  founf 
it  again  locked.  About  one  o'clock' 
Mr.  Wright's  servant,  Thomas  Pel- 
sey,  came  and  told  the  maid  lEit  the 
door  that  the  beds  must  be  got 
ready,  because  his  master  intended 
to  come  thither  in  the  evening. 
The  maid  still  wondered  that  her 
roistrcbS  did  not  rise ;  and  supposed 
that,  knowing  she  came  in  from 
her  errand  while  Gardelle  was  yet 
in  her  chamber,  she  was  ashamed  to. 
See  her.  Gardelle,  in  the  mean 
time,  was  often  up  and  down  stairs ; 
and  about  three  o'clock  he  sent  her 
with  a  letter  to  one  Broshet,  at  the 
Eagle  and  Pearl  in  Suffolk  Street 
As  he  knew  that  it  would  be  ex. 
trcmely  difficult  to  conceal  the  mur. 
der,  if  the  maid  continued  in  the 
house,  he  determined  that  he  would,' 
if  possible,  discharge  her;  but  as 
tbe  girl  could  not  write^^  and  as  he 
was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
our  language  to  draw  a  proper  re- 
cdpt,  he  r\?quested  Mr.  Brohbet,  ini 
this  letter,  to  write  a  receipt  for 
him,  and  get  the  maid  to  sign  it, 
directing  her  to  deliver  it  to  hiih 
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when   he   paid  her:  he  did  not, 
howefer,  acquaint  her  with  hU  de- 
sign.     When  Mr.  Broshet  had  read 
the  letter  he  asked  her  if  she  kneW 
that  Mr.  Gardelle  was  to  discharge 
her  :  she  said  ^  No.'    *  Why,'  sajs 
he,  ^  Mrs.  King  is  gone  out,  and  has 
given  Mr.  Gardelle  orders  to  dis- 
charge jou ;  for  she  is  to  tiring  a 
woman  home  with  her.'  At  (his  the 
girl  was  surprised,  and  smiled,  tell. 
iog  Broshet  that  she  knew  her  mis* 
tress  was  at  home.     The  girl  was 
now  confirmed  in  her  first  thought, 
thdt  her  mistress  was  ashamed  to 
sec  her  again ;  and   thus  she  ac« 
counted  for  the  manner  of  her  dis- 
mission.      She   returned    between 
three  and  four  to  Gardelle,  whom 
she  found  sitting  in  the  parlour  with 
a  gentleman  whose  oajae  she  did 
not  know :  she  coutiaued  in   the 
house  till  between  six  and  seren 
o'clock  in  the  evening^and  then  Gar- 
delle paid  her  six  shillings  for  a  fort- 
night and  two  days'  wages,  and  gare 
her  five  or  six  shillings  over  ;  upon 
which  she  delivered  him  the  receipt 
that  Broshet  had  written,  took  her 
box,  and  went  away.     As  she  was 
going    out   Mr.  Wright's   servant 
came  again  to  the  door,  and  she 
told  him  that  she  was  discharged, 
and  going  away  ;  that  her  mistress 
had  been  all  day  in  her  bed- room, 
without  either  victuals  or  drink; 
and  that  if  he  stayed  a  little  time 
after  she  was  gone,  he  might  see 
her  come  out :  the  man,  however, 
could  not  stay^  tfiid  Gardelle,  about 
seven  o'clock,  was  thus  left  aloue 
iu  the  house* 

The  first  thing  he  did  was  to  go 
into  thechamberto  the  body, which, 
upon  examination,  he  found  quite 
dead ;  he  therefore  took  off  the 
blankets  and  sheets  with  which  he 
had  covered  it,  stripped  off  the 
shift,  and  laid  the  body  quite  naked 
upon  the  bed:  before  thi^  hesaid^ 


his  linen  was  not  stained ;  but  it  was 
much  discolored  by  bb  removing 
the  body,  lie  then  took  the  two 
blankets,  the  sheets,  the  coverlet, 
and  one  of  the  curtains,  and  put 
them  into  the  water-tub  in  the  back 
wash-house,  to  soak,  they  being 
all  much  stained  with  blood ;  her 
shift  he  carried  up  stairs,  and,  put- 
ting it  into  a  bag,  concealed  it 
under  his  bed ;  bis  own  shirt, 
now  bloody,  he  pulled  off,  i^nd 
locked  it  up  in  a  drawer  of  his  bu- 
reau. 

When  all  this  was  done  he  went 
and  sat  down  in  the  parlour,  and 
soon  after,  it  being  about  nibe 
o'clock,  Mr.  Wright's  servant  cama 
in  without  his  master,  who  had 
changed  his  mind,  and  was  gone  to  a 
gentleman's  house  in  Castle  Street 
He  went  up  into  his  room,  the 
garret,  and  sat  there  till  about 
eleven  o'clock ;  then  he  came  dow  n^ 
and,  finding  Gardelle  still  in  the 
parlour,  he  asked  if  Mrs.  Ring  was 
come  home,  and  who  roust  sit  urn 
for  her.  Gardelle  said  she  was  not 
come  home,  but  that  he  would  Bit 
up  for  her. 

In  the  morning,  Friday,  when 
Pelsey  came  down  stairs,  he  agaia 
asked  if  Mrs.  King  was  come  home^ 
and  Gardelle  told  him  that  she  baa 
been  at  home,  but  was  gone  again. 
He  then  asked  "how  he  came  by  the 
hurt  on  his  eye;  and  he  said  be 
got  it  by  cutting  some  wood  H 
light  the  fire  in  the  morning.  Pel- 
sey then  went,  about  his  master's 
business,  and  at  night  was  again  let 
in  by  Gardelle,  who,  upon  being 
asked,  said  he  would  sit  up  for 
Mrs.  King  that  night  also. 

In  the  morning,  Saturday,  Pelsey 
inquired  again  after  Mrs.  King; 
and  Gardelle,  though  he  had  pro« 
fesscd  to  sit  up  for  her  but  tha 
night  before,  now  told  him  she  was 
gone    to    Baih  or   Bristol;    yet^ 
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strange  as  it  may  seem,  no  taspi. 
cions  of  murder  appear  yet  to  hate 
been  conceived* 

On  Saturday,  Mozier,  an  ac- 
quaintance of  Gardelle's,  who  had 
been  also  intimate  with  Mrs.  King, 
and  had  spent  the  erening  with  her 
the  Wednesday  before  the  murder, 
came  by  appointment  about  two  or 
three  o'clocli,  having  promised  to 
go  with  her  that  evening  to  the 
Opera*  He  was  let  in  by  Gardellc, 
who  told  him  that  Mrs.  .King  was 
gone  to  Bath  or  Bristol,  as  he  had 
tdld  Pelsey.  This,  man,  and  an. 
other  of  Uardclle's  acquaintance, 
observing  him  to  be  chagrined  and 
dupirited,  seem  to  have  imagined 
that  Mrs.  King's  absence  was  the 
cause  of  it,  and  that  if  they  could 
get  him  another  girl  they  should 
cure  him :  they  were  therefore  kind 
enough  to  procure  one  for  him  on 
this  occasion ;  and,  having  picked 
up  a  prostitute  io  the  Haymarket, 
they  brought  her  that  Tery  Satur- 
day to  Gardelle,  at  Mrs.  King's. 
The  worthy,  whose  name  is  not 
known,  told  her  Mrs.  King  was 
^one  into  the  country,  and  had 
discharged  her  servant.  Gardelle 
made  an  apology  for  the  confusion 
in  which  the  house  appeared,  and 
Mozier,  or  Mnzard,  as  be  is  some- 
times ddled,  asked  her  if  she  would 
take  care  of  the  house.  She  readily 
consented  ;  and  Gardelle  acquiesc- 
ing, they  left  her  with  him.  lie 
asked  her  what  her  business  was : 
she  said  she  worked  plain  work.  He 
then  told  her  he  had  some  shirts  to 
mend,  and  that  he  would  batisfy  her 
for  her  trouble. 

All  thb  while  the  body  continued 
as  he  had  left  it  on  Thursday  night ; 
nor  had  he  once  been  into  the  room 
since  that  time.  But  this  night,  the 
Woman  and  Pelsey  being  in  bed,  he 
first  conceived  a  design  of  conceal- 
ing or  destroying  the  do|d  body  by 


parts,  and  wont  down  to  put  it  into 
execution ;  but  the  woman,  whose 
name  was  Sarah  Walker^  getting 
out  of  bed,  and  following  him,  be 
returned  up  stairs,  and  went  to  bed 
with  her.  In  the  morning  (Sun- 
day) he  arose  between  seven  and 
eight,  and  left  Walker  in  bed,  say. 
ing  it  was  too  soon  foi"  her  io  rise. 
She  fell  asleep,  and  slept  till  ten : 
it  is  probable  that  in  the  mean  time 
he  was  employed  on  the  body,  for 
when  she  came  down,  between  ten 
and  eleven,  he  was  but  beginning 
io  light  the  parlour  fire,  fie  had 
spoken  to  her  the  night  before  to 
get  him  a  char- woman,  and  he  was 
in  so  much  confusion  that. he  did 
not  ask  her  to  stay  to  breakfast ; 
she  went  out  therefore,  and  hired 
one  Pritchard  as  a  char-woman,  at 
one  shilling  a  day,  vjctnals  and 
drink.  In  the  afternoon  she 
brought  Pritchard  to  the  house, 
and  found  with  Gardelle  two  or 
three  men  and  two  women.  Crar* 
delle  went  up  with  her  and  stayed 
by  her  while  she  made  his  bed : 
then  the  company  all  went  out  to- 
together.  The  char-woman  kept 
house,  and  about  ten  o'clock  they 
returned,  and  supped  in  Gardelle^s 
room.  She  was  then  dismbsed  for 
the  night,  and  ordered  to  come  the 
next  morning  at  eight.  The  next 
morning,  Mouday,  the  char-woman 
was  ordered  to  tell  Pelsey,  the  foot- 
man, that  Walker  was  a  relation  of 
Mrs.  King's,  who  was  come  to  be 
in  the  house  tilf  Mrs.  King  re- 
turned :  but  Pelsey  knew  that  she 
and  Gardelle  had  but  one  bed ;  for, 
when  he  came  down  on  Monday 
morning,  Gardelle's  chamber  door 
stood  open,  and,  looking  in,  he  saw 
some  of  her  clothes.  On  Monday 
night  Pelsey  again  inquired  after 
Mrs.  King,  and  Gardelle  told  him 
she  was  s^t  Bath  or  Bristol,  he  knew 
not  where:  he  always  differed  in 
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bis  account  of  her,  but  no  snspu 
don  of  murder  wa5i  yet  entertained. 
On  Tuesday  morning,  Pelsey,  who 
"WMB  going  up  to  hU  master's  room, 
smelt  something  offensive,  and  asked 
Gardelle,  who  was  shofing  up  the 
sash  of  the  window  on  the  stair- 
case, what  it  was.  Gardeile  rc« 
plied,  somebody  had  put  a  bone  in 
the  fire:  the  truth,  howevei^,  was, 
that,  while  Walker  was  employed 
in  mending  and  making  some  linen 
in  the  parlour,  he  had  been  burn- 
ing some  of  Mrs.  King*s  bones  in 
the  garret.  At  night  PcUey  re- 
ncwed  his  inquiries  after  Mrs. 
King,  and  Gardelle  answered,  with 
a  seeming  impatience,  ^  Me  know 
not  of  Mrs.  King ;  she  give  me  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  but  me  shall 
hear  of  her  on  Wednesday  or 
Thursday:'  yet  be  still  talked  of 
sitting  up  for  her ;  and  all  this  while 
nobody  seems  to  have  suspected  a 
murder. 

On  Tuesday  night  he  told  Mrs. 
Walker  be  would  sit  up  till  Mrtf. 
King  came  home,  though  he  had 
before  told  her  she  was  out  of 
town,  and  desired  ber  tp  go  to  bed, 
to  which  she  consi*ntcd.  As  soon 
as  she  was  in  bid  he  renewed  his 
horrid  employment  of  cutting  the 
body  to  pieces,  and  disposing  of  it 
io  different  places :  the  bowels  he 
threw  down  the  necessary  ;  and  the 
flesh  of  the  body  and  limbs,  cut  to 
pieces,  he  scattered  about  in  tho 
cock-loft,  where  he  supposed  they 
would  dry  and  perish  without  pu« 
trefaction.  About  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  howeyer,  he  was 
interrupted ;  for  Walker  having 
waked|  and  not  finding  him,  she 
went  down,  and  found  him  stand- 
ing npon  the  stairs :  he  then,  at  her 
aplicitation,  went  op  with  her  to 
bed. 

Wednesday  passed  like  the  pre- 
cisding  days ;  and  on  Thursday  be 
told  his  female  companion  that  he 


expected  Mrs.  King  hotne  in  the 
evening,  and  therefore  desired  that 
she  would  provide  herself  a  lodging^ 
giving  her,  at  the  same  time^  two 
of  Mrs.  King's  shifts ;  and,  being 
thus  dismbsed,  she  went  away. 

Pritchard,  the  char-woman,  still 
continued  in  her  office.  The  wat^r 
having  failed  in  the  cistern  on  the 
Tuesday,  she  had  recourse  to  that 
in  the  water-tub  in  the  back 
kjtchen.  [J\)on  pulling  out  the 
spigot  a  little  water  run  out; 
but,  as  there  appeared  to  be  more 
in,  she  got  upon  a  ledge,  and, 
putting  her  hand  in,  she  felt  some- 
thing soft:  she  then  .fetched  a 
poker,  and,  pressing  down  the  con* 
tents  of  the  tub,  she  got  water  in  a 
pail.  This  circumstance  she  told 
Pelsey,  and  they  agreed  the  first 
opportunity  to  see  what  the  thiags  in 
the  water. tub  were ;  yet  so  languid 
was  their  curiosity,  and  so  careless 
were  they  of  the  event,  that  it  was 
Thursday  before  this  tub  was  ex. 
ainined.  They  found  in  it  the 
blankets,  sheets,  and  coverlet,  that 
Gardelle  had  put  in  to  soak  :  after 
spreading,  shaking,  and  looking  at 
them,  they  put  them  again  into  the 
tub ;  and  the  next  morning,  when 
Pelsey  came  down,  he  saw  the  cur- 
tain hanging  on  the  banisters  of  the 
kitchen  stairs ;  upon  looking  down, 
he  saw  Gardelle  just  come  out  at 
the  wash-house  door,  where  the  tub 
stood.  When  Pritchard,  the  char, 
woman,  came,  he  asked  her  if  she 
had  been  taking  the  curtain  out  of 
the  tub;  and  she  said  ^  No.'  She  then 
went  and  looked  in  the  tub,  and 
found  the  sheets  had  been  wrung 
out.  Upon  this  the  first  step  was 
taken  towards  inquiring  after  tho 
unhappy  woman,  who  had  now 
lain  dead  more  than  a  week  in  the 
house.  Pelsey  found  out  the  maid 
whom  Gardelle  had  dbmissod,  and 
asked  her  if,  she  had  put  any  bed* 
clothes  into  the  water:   she  said 
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^  No,*  and  seemed  frightened.  Pel. 
tBcy  was  then  also  alarmed,  and  told 
bU  master. 

These  particulars  also  came  to 
the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Barron,  an 
apothecary  in  the  neighborhood, 
who  went  the  same  day  to  Mrs. 
King's  house,  and  inquired  of  Gar. 
dolle  where  she  was.  He  trembled, 
and  told  him,  with  great  confusion, 
that  she  was  gone  to  Bath.  The 
next  day,  therefore,  Saturday,  he 
carried  the  maid  before  Mr.  Field- 
ing,  .the  justice,  to  make  her  dcpo« 
lition,  and  obtained  a  warrant  to 
take  Gardelle  into  custody.  When 
the  warrant  was  obtained,  Mr.  Bar- 
ron, with  the  constable,  and  some 
others,  went  to  the  house,  where 
they  found  Gardelle,  and  charged 
him  with  the  murder :  he  denied  it, 
but  soon  after  dropped  down  in  a 
swoon.  When  he  recovered  they 
demanded  the  key  of  Mrs.  Ring's 
chamber ;  but  he  said  she  had  got 
it  with  her  in  the  country :  the 
constable,  therefore,  got  in  at  the 
window,  and  opened  the  door  that 
communicated  with  the  parlour; 
and  they  all  went  in.  They  found 
upon  the  bed  a  pair  of  blankets, 
wet,  and  a  pair  of  sheets  that  ap- 
peared not  to  have  been  lain  in ; 
and  the  curtain  also  which  Pelsey 
and  the  char-woman  had  se^n  first 
in  the  water-tub,  and  then  on  the 
banisters,  was  found  put  up  in  its 
place,  wet.  Upon  taking  oflf  the 
clothes  the  bed  appeared  bloody ; 
the  blankets  also  were  bloody,  and 
marks  of  blood  appeared  in  other 
pHaoes :  having  taken  his  keys,  they 
went  up  into  his  room,  where  they 
fonnd  the  bloody  shift  and  shirt. 

The  prisoner,  with  all  these  to- 
kens of  his  guilt,  was  then  carried 
before  Justice  Fielding,  and,  tliough 
he  stiffly  denied  the  fact,  was  com- 
mitted. On  the  Monday  a  car- 
penter and  bricklayer  were  sent  to 
sMrch  the  house  for  the  body,  and 


Mr.  Barron  went  with  them.  In  the 
necessary  they  found  what  he  called 
the  contents  of  the  bowels  of  a  ha« 
man  body,  but  what  were  certainly 
the  bowels  themselves ;  and  in  the 
cock-loft  they  found  the  parts  of 
generation,  one  of  the  breasts,  some 
other  muscular '  parts,  and  some 
bones.  They  perceived  also  that 
there  had  been  a 'fire  in  the  garret, 
and  some  fragments  of  bones,  half 
consumed,  were  found  in  the  chim- 
ney, so  largo  as  to  be  known  to  be 
human.  On  the  Thursday  before 
he  had  carried  an  oval  chip- box  to 
one  Perronneau,  a  painter  in  ena- 
mel,  who  had  employed  him  in  co- 
pying, and,  protending  it  contained 
colours  of  great  valae,  desired  him 
to  keep  it,  saying  he  was  uneasy  to 
leave  it  at  Mrs.  Ring's  while  she 
was  absent  at  Bath.  Perronneau, 
when  he  heard  Gardelle  was  taken 
lup,  opened  the  box«  and  found  in 
it  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  a  pair  of 
bracelets,  and  a  pair  of  ear-rings, 
which  were  known  to  be  Mrs. 
Ring's.  To  this  force  of  evidence 
Gardelle  at  length  gave  way,  and 
confessed  the  fact,  but  signed  no  ' 
confession.  He  was  sent  to  the  New 
Prison,  where  he  attempted  to  de- 
stroy himself  by  swallowing  some 
opium,  which  he  had 'kept  several 
years  by  him  as  a  remedy  for  the 
tooth.ache.  He  took  at  one  dose 
forty  grains,  which  was  so  far  from 
answering  his  purpose  that  it  did 
not  procure  him  sleep ;  though  he 
declared  he  had  not  slept  once  since 
the  commission  of  the  fact,  nor  did 
he  sleep  for  more  than  a  fortnight 
after  this  time.  When  he  found  the 
opium  did  not  produce  the  effect  he 
desired,  he  swallowed  halfpence  to 
the  number  of  twelve ;  but  neither 
did  these  bring  on  any  fatal  symp. 
torn  J  whatever  pain  or  disorders 
they  might  cause,  which  is  remarkw 
able,  because  verdigrise,  the  sola-' 
tion  of  copper,  is  a  Ttry  powtrfal 
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and  ac(l?e  poison,  and  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  would  act  as  a  dis- 
sdlrent  upon  them. 

On  the  2d  of  March  he  was 
brought  to  Newgate,  and  diligently 
watched,  to  pre?ent  any  further 
attempts  upon  his  life.  He  showed 
strong  marks  of  penitence  and  con- 
ttition,  and  behaved  with  great  hu- 
mility, openness,  and  courtesy,  to 
those  who  Tisited  him. 

On  Thursday,  the  2d  of  April, 
he  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey  ; 
and,  in  his  defence,  he  insisted  only 
that  he  had  do  malice  to  the  de. 
ceased,  and  that  her  death  was  the 
consequence  of  the  fall.  He  was 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  be  cxe- 
cnttd  on  Saturday,  the  4th.  The 
account  which  he  wrote  in  prison, 
and  which  is  mentioned  in  this  nar- 
rative, is  dated  the  28th  of  March, 
though  he  did  not  communicate  it 
till  after  his  trial.  The  night  after 
his  condemnation  his  behaviour  was 
extravagant  and  outrageous ;  yet 
the  next  morning  he  was  composed 
and  quiet,  and  said  he  had  slept 
three  or  four  hours  in  the  night. 
When  he  was  asked  why  he  did  not 
make  his  escape,  he  answered  that 
be  feared  some  innocent  .person 
might  then  suffer  in  his  stead.  He 
declared  he  had  no  design  to  rob 
Mrs.  King,  but  that  he  removed 
some  of  the  things  merely  to  give 
credit  to  the  story  of  her  journey 
to  Bath  :  he  declared,  too,  that  he 
never  bad  any  sentiments  of  love  or 
jealousy  with  respect  to  Mrs.  King ; 
though  it  is  evident  his  friends,  wlio 
prescribed  for  his  lowness  of  spirits, 
mpposed-  that  he  had. 


He  affirmed  that  he  regarded  the 
woman  they  brought  him  with^hq;r« 
ror,  but  that  he  did  not  dare  to  re- 
fuse  her,  lest  it  should  produce  new 
suspicions  with  respect  to  the  cause 
of  his  uneasiness.  It  is,  however^ 
certain,  that  he  felt  the  ill  effects 
of  her  company  in  more  ways  than 
one  to  his^  last  hour. 

He  was  executed  April  the  4th, 
1701,  amidst  the  shouts  and  hisses, 
of  an  indignant  populace,  in  the 
Haymarket,  near  Pantoo  Street, 
to  which  he  was  led  by  Mrs.  Ring's 
house,  where  the  cart  made  a  stop, 
and  at  which  he  just  gave  a  look.^ 
His  body  was  hung  in  chains  upoof 
Uounslow  Heath. 

One  reflection,  upon  reading  this, 
dreadful  narrative,  will  probably, 
arise  in  the  mind  of  the  attentive, 
reader;  the  advantages  of  virtue 
with  respect  to  our  social  connex- 
ions,  and  the  interest  that  others- 
take  in  what  befalls  us.  It  doea 
not  appear  that,  during  all  the 
time  Mrs.  King  was  missing,  she 
was  inquired  after  by  one  relation^ 
or  friend;  the  murder  was  disco- 
vered by  strangers,  almost  without 
solicitude  or  inquiry ;  the  murderer 
was  secured  by  strangers,  and  by 
strangers  the  prosecution  against 
him  was  carried  on. 

But  who  18  there,  of  honest  repa- 
tation,  however  poor,  that  could  be. 
missing  a  day,  without  becoming 
the  subject  of  many  interesting  in- 
quiries, without  exciting  solicitude . 
and  fears  that  would  have  had  no 
rest  till  the  truth  had  been  disco- 
vered, and  the  injury,  if  .any,  bad 
been  avenged  ? 


JOHN  BRETT, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGERY. 


Tins  offender  was  the  son  of  a 
clergyman  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
and,  having  received  an  excellent 
•dacatiODi    obtained     an    ensign's 


commission  in  the  49th  regiment  of . 
foot,  on  the   Irish   establishment, 
when  he  was  about  twenty  years  of 
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Uh  disposition  inclininiur  him  (o 
feats  of  arms,  he  distinguished  him* 
tfelf  BO  greatly  at  the  siege  of  Ticon. 
derago  that  lie  was  advanced  to  be  a 
lieutenant,  and  likenbe  made  ad« 
jutant  of  a  regiment. 

The  regiment^being  ordered  from 
America  to  Jamaica,  was  stationed 
there  some  years ;  and  in  this 
Island  Brett  married  a  gentleman's 
daughter,  and  received  a  consider* 
able  fortune  with  her:  and  two 
children  were  the  bsue  of  this  mar- 
riage. 

'  The  regiment  remaining  in  a  state 
of  inactivity,  Brett  ^as  at  a  loss 
how  to  dispose  of  his  time,  and 
thereupon  took  to  a  habit  ofgaming, 
which  incurred  tlie  censure  of  his 
father-in.law,  who  blamed  him  for 
a  conduct  so  inconsistent  with  the 
Interest  of  his  family.  Recrimina- 
tions becoming  mutual,  the  family 
became  uneasy ,  and  Brett  wished 
for  an  opportunity  of  returning  to 
Europe. 

This  opportunity  soon  offered  ; 
but,  to  iead  to  the  occasion,  we 
must  mention  the  following  fact : — 
Deserters  from  the  regiments  in 
Great  Britain,  and  sometimes  per- 
sons who  have  been  capitally  con. 
Ticted,  are  sent  to  serve  in  regi- 
ments in  the  West  Indies ;  and  the 
officers  o«  duty  there  go  in  rota- 
tion to  England  to  eiamine  such 
persons  before  they  are  sent  over. 
Now  it  happened  that,  at  the  pe- 
riod of  which  we  are  writing,  the 
officer  appointed  to  sail  to  the  port 
.of  London  wished  rathcrto  remain 
in  Jamaica ;  and  Brett  making  ap- 
plication to  go  in  his  stead,  his  re- 
quest was  complied  with ;  and  he 
sailed  In  a  man  of  war,  which  landed 
Mm  at  Portsmouth. 

Going  Immediately  to  London, 
he  associated  with  a  set  of  gam- 
blers, who  soon  stripped  him  of  his 
own  money,  and  likewise  of  some 
cash  with  which  he  was  Intrusted 


on  behalf  of  the  regiment  to  whicli 
he  belonged-  Thus  distressed  by 
hi^  imprudence,  he  endeavored  to 
borrow  money  to  make  up  his  lots  ; 
but,  failing  in  all  his  applications, 
he  determined  on  the  commission  of 
forgery ;  whereupon  he  wrote  the 
following  letter  to  Messrs.  Frazier, 
Wharton,  and  Mullison,  merchants 
in  London  : 

<  Gentlemen, 

<  This  goes  by  a  St.  Eustatla 
Tcssel,  by  one  Mr.  Richard  Ilorton, 
a  purser  of  a  man  of  war,  whose 
bills  upon  you,  to  the  amount  of 
one  thousand  guineas  sterling,  I 
must  request  the  favour  of  you  to 
honour,  and  you  may  depend  (hat 
I  shall  soon  send  you  proper  remit- 
tances on  that  account,  i  have  no 
more  to  add  at  present,  but  to  desire 
you  will  be  kind  enough  to  com- 
ply with  this,  as  it  will  not  only  be 
of  service  to  him,  but  to  myself 
likewise ;  and  in  so  doing  you  will 
very  much  oblige 

*  Your  humble  servant, 
*  Waltbu  Pjunolb.* 

This  letter  was  dated  from  the 
West  Indies,  but  not  written  in 
Mr.  Pringle's  hand,  a  circumstance 
that  gave  some  suspicion  to  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  it  was  directed; 
who  were  surprised  that  the  person 
in  whose  favour  it  was  drawn  did 
not  deliver  the  letter  himself,  but 
sent  It  by  the  post.  This  occa- 
sioned suspicion  of  a  forgery ;  and 
the  gentlemen  resolved  not  to  ac« 
ceptany  bills  in  consequence  of  the 
letter. 

A  few  days  afterwards  they  re- 
ceived a  bill,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing Is  a  copy : 

*  March  18,  1761. 

<  Gentlemen, 

^  Twenty  days  after  sight  please 
to  pay  Mr.  William  Huggins,  or 
order,  fifty  pounds ;  and  charge 
the  same  to  the  account  of  Walter 
Pringle,  Esq.  of  St.  Chris topher*f, 
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merchant,  as  per  advice  70a  will 
find  by  a  letter  of  credit  in  mj  fa- 
Tour  by  Walter  Pringlcr 

*  Richard  Uorton/ 

As  it  was  known  that  no  packet 
had  arrired  about  that  time  from 
(he  West  Indies,  little  doubt  re- 
mained but  that  a  forgery  had  been 
committed;  wherefore  the  mer- 
chants  determined  to  make  the  most 
cautious  inquiry.  On  the  Monday 
following  a  gentleman,  named  Hug. 
gins,  called  for  the  bill,  on  which 
Mr.  Mullison  asked  him  how  he 
came  by  it.  He  acknowledged  to 
have  received  it,  in  his  shop,  of  a 
person  who  would  call  again. 
- 1^  Hereupon  a  peace-officer  was  em- 
ployed to  attend  at  Mr.  Huggins's 
house;  and  two  days  afterwards 
Brett  came,  and,  being  carried  be- 
fore Sir  John  Fielding,  he  acknow. 
ledged  the  forgery  not  only  of  the 
bill,  but  of  the  letter  of  credit,  on 
which  he  was  committed  to  New- 
gate. 

Brett,  being  brought  to  his  trial, 
pleaded  *Not  guilty;'  but,  when 
Mr.  Mullison  had  sworn  to  the 
facts,  he  begged  leave  to  retract  his 
former  plea,  and,  having  remarked 
that  he  had  been  ill  advised  by  his 
attorney,  said,  ^  I  will  not  give  the 
Court  any  trouble  to  prove  the 
name  Richard  Horton  not  to  be  his 
h^dwriting;  I  have  nothing  to 
say  but  to  plead  guilty;'  and  in 
consequence  hereof  he  received  sen- 
tence of  death. 

After  conviction  he  behaved  in 
the  most  contrite  and  pcniteut  man- 
ner. His  father  made  all  possible 
kitercession  to  obtain  the  royal 
mercy  for  his  unfortunate  son  ;  and 
in  the  mean  time  he  wrote  to  him, 
to  advise  him  to  make  proper  pre- 
paration for  that  ignominious  death 
which  he  had  but  too  much  reason 
to  expect.  Great  interest  was  made 
to  save  him,  but  in  vain  :  the  crime 
was  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  would 

VOL.  XI. 


hav^  been  a  point  of  false  lenity  t  J 
pardon  it  in  a  commercial  kingdom. 

On  the  day  of  execution  Brett 
was  conveyed  to,  Tyburn,  with 
three  other  malefactors,  one  of 
whom  was  Davi(f  Morgan,  who  had 
been  convicted  of  robbing  Mr. 
Dobbison  on  Finchley  Common. 
When  at  the  pltee  of  execution,  a 
respite  was  brought  for  Morgan, 
just  as  the  executioner  waA  on  the 
point  of  tying  him  up.  This  being 
received  by  the  under-sheriff,  he 
went  into  the  cart,  saying  ^  Which 
is  Morgan  ?'  to  which  he  answered 
^  My  name  is  Morgan :'  on  which 
the  under-sheriflf said  Loose  him; 
take  him  away.'  Morgan,  now 
turning  to  Brett,  said  ^My  re- 
prieve is  come ;  fare  yon  well !' 
and  they  took  a  most  aflectionate 
leave  of  each  other,  after  which 
Brett  earnestly  continued  his  devo*  ^ 
tions  to  the  last  moment.  ' 

Morgan's  reprieve  arose  from  the 
following  circumstance.  He  had 
stopped  the  above.mentioned  Mr. 
Dobbison  and  Mr.  Aukland  in  a  ^ 
chaise.  Dobbison  attempted  to  fire 
a  blunderbuss  at  him ;  but  it  flashed 
in  the  pan.  On  this  Dobbison 
begged  his  life ;  to  which  Morgan 
replied,  ^  God  forbid  I  should  take 
your  life  :  you  know  what  I  want; 
1  am  in  necessity.'  Mr.  Aukland 
sa\d,  ^  All  you  can  desire  of  a  geh^ 
tieman  is  to  ask  your  pardon  ;'  to 
which  Morgan  replied  ^  I  do  not 
desire  even  that' 

Brett  was  hauged  at  Tyburn  on 
the  Uthof  June,  1761. 

After  the  repeated  remarks  we 
have  made  on  the  nature,  danger, 
and  consequence  of  the  crime  of 
forgery,  it  will  be  the  less  necessary 
to  extend  our  observations  on  this 
particular  case  of  Brett.  One  ob- 
servation»  however,  is  too  striking 
to  be  omitted.  He  was  a  military 
man.  Military  men  universally  con- 
sider themselres  as  gentlemen ;  S0| 
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indeed,  they  oaghl*  to  be,  and  at 
sach  they  ought  to  behave ;  but  th^ 
inisfortone  IS,  that  the  pay  of  oflH. 
cers^  ezceptiDg  those  in  the  higher 
ranks,  is.  not  equal  bj  the  day  to 
what  a  ticket-porter  will  get  in 


London.  OfiScers,  therefore,  of  iH 
men,  should  learn  the  groatMessoa 
of  frugality,  if  (hey  would  wish  te 
live  with  credit  in  that  rank  to 
which  their  interest  or  merit  ibay 
have  advanced  them. 


JOHN  M^NAUGHTON,  ESQ. 

EXECUTED  FOa  TUB  MURDEB  OF  HISS  KNOX. 


Jqun  M^Navohtoit,  £s<^  was 
the  son  of  a.  merchant  at  Derry, 
whose  father  had  been  an  alderman 
of  Dublin.  To  an  outward  form, 
which  was  perfectly  engaging,  he 
added  the  genteelest  demeanour,  so 
as  to  promise  the  very  reverse  of 
what  was  the  real  disposition  of  his 
^oul,  which,  was  subject  to  every 
blast  pf  passion.;  and>  though  there 
was  a  great  degree  of  love  and  soft- 
ness  in  his  composition,  yet,  when 
Tu^led  and  opposed,  he  was  sud* 
denly  transformed,  all  his  seeming 
rationality  iustantly  disappeared, 
fnd  he  became  desperate  and  dan. 
gerous. 

,  Mr.  M^Nanghton  was  educated 
in  Trinity  College,  Dublin.  When 
^f  age  he  entered  into  a  landed  es. 
tate  of  six  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  which  was 
left  him  by  Dr.  M^Naughton,  his 
vncle. 

The  first  vice  he  fell  intp  was 
gaming,  by  which  he  very  soon  did 
'  great  injury  to  his  fortune;  and 
though  ke  continued  (as  most  no. 
vices  do  who  play  with  sharpers)  in 
%  constant  run  of  ill  luck,  and  was 
soon  obliged  to  mortgage,  yet  hia 
losses  made  no  visible  alteration  in 
bis  'temppr.  His  pride  kept  him 
within  due  bounds  there.  All  was 
placid  with  the  polite  M^NaughtoD, 
and  be  lost  his  money  to  the  very 
last  with  that  graiieful  composure 
that  became  the  man  who  had  a 
plentiful  fortune  to  support  it.  fiut, 
strong  as  bis  passion  this  way  might 
be^  it  was  not  strong  enough  to  se. 


<;ure  him  against  the  attacks  oC 
love ;  and,  becoming  attached  to  a 
young  lady,  he  very  speedily  mar. 
ried  her.  The  reader  may  well 
suppose  that  the  unaToidable  ex. 
peoses  of  a  wife  and  aervants  ia 
Dublin  (as  he  pursued  his  old 
course  of  gaming)  must  soon  in- 
crease his  difficulties,  and  introdaoe 
a  new  scene  of  troubles.  It  did  so 
most  fatally,  as  will  appear  by  the 
following  melancholy  accident 

A  sheriff's  writ  was  takra  out 
against  Mt.  M^Naughton  for  some 
l^ge  debt ;  and,  as  he  suspected  tht 
danger,  he  kept  himself  as  secure 
at  home  as  possible,  by  which 
means  the  bailiffs  could  get  no  ad« 
mittancc.  The  creditor,  or  some 
other  persons  concerned,  hearing 
this,  had  inQuence  enough  with  the 
higlusheriff  to  prevail  on  him  to  go 
to  Mr.  M^Naughton'a  house,  aad 
take  him  prisoner. 

As  the  sheriff  went  in  a  chair, 
and  appeared  like  a  genUeman,  the 
servants  admitted  him,  and  showed 
him  into  a  parlour,  where  their 
master  was  alone ;  the  sheriff  toM 
him  he  was  his  prisoner.  On  tbb 
M^Naughton  flew  into  a  rage,  aod, 
calling  out  for  pistols,  he  frighted 
his  poor  listening  wife  to  such  ade* 
gree,  that  premature  labour  fol* 
lowed,  and  she  died  in  childbed. 
.  The  high-sheriff  was  greatly  and 
universally  blamed  for  thb  seen- 
ingly  officious  behaviour ;  but  thb 
dreadful  consequence  threw  Mr. 
M^Naughton  into  such  distractioa, 
that  he  made  several  attempts  upon 
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his  life,  and  he  was  obliged  to  be 
attended  and  watched  for  some 
months  after.  At  his  retern  from 
the  country,  after  eighteen  months' 
alnenco,  he  appeared  greatly  al- 
tered, like  a  wretch  worn  out  with 
grief^  M  ymry  susceptible  was  that 
fvail  man  of  the  excess  of  erery  pas. 
sion.'  But  this  fatal  accident,  which 
was  near  costing  him  his  life,  was 
attended  with  one  good  coiiso. 
quenco— it  immediately  cut  off  all 
expense ;  and  that  long  retirement 
into  the  country  was  of  some  ser- 
vice to  his  troubled  fortune,  and 
gave  him  an  opportunity,  at  his  re- 
turn to  Dublin,  to  appear  in  some 
degree  of  splei»dour« 
'  Timts,  amusements,  and  the  gai* 
ety-  of  a  court,  are  the  best  phy. 
sicians  for  every  grief*  There  he 
renewed  bis  old,  and,  no  doubt, 
contracted  new  friendships,  and 
kept  most  faithfully  to  his  favorite 
vice,  gaming,  which  he  then  pur* 
soe^  with  great  spirit* 

Some  few  years  before  this,  when 
Mr.  M^Naughton  had  l>oth  charac 
ter  and  Interest  In  the  world^  he 
was  appointed  collector  for  the 
county  of  ^Colerain  ;  but  the  pub- 
lic money  soon  became  a  dangerous 
commodity  in  the  hands  of  a  game* 
ster ;  and,  when  there  began  to  be  a 
large  balance  against  him,  he  not 
only  lost  that  profitable  employ, 
ment,  but  was  obliged  to  get  one  of 
bis  wife's  relations  to  be  security 
f0r  him,  and  it  is  said  that  gentle- 
man remained  some  time  after  in 
trouble  on  his  account  The  loss  of 
that  employment  was  the  first  mark 
of  public  discredit  that  befell  this 
unhappy  man. 

About  the  period  of  his  reviving 
from  his  troubles  Mr.  M^Naughton 
made  his  addresses  secretly  to  Miss 
Knox,  daughter  of  Richard  Knox, 
Bsq.  of  Prohen,  in  the  county  of 
Derry>  a  gentleman  possessed  of  an 
estate    of  iibout    (j^rtedn  hundred 


pounds  per  annum  ;  and  as,  by  the 
*Kirriage  settlement,  fire  thousand 
pounds  had  been  settled  on  the 
younger  children.  Miss  Knox,  hav- 
ing only  one  l>ro(her  and  no  sister,  ' 
was  entitled  to  the  whole  of  the  five 
thousand  pounds;  even  though  she 
(lisolrfiged  her  parents  by  marrhigc. 
^— We  must  add  to  this  bait  the 
beauty,  eweetness  of  temper,  and 
other  accomplishments  of  the  young 
lady,  which  were  remarkable.  She 
was  then  about  fifteen. 

Mr.  M^Naughton,  who  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  her  father's,  and 
a  constant  visitor,  soon  obtained  a 
promise  from  the  young  lady  to 
marry  him,  if  he  could  get  her  fa- 
ther's  consent. 

He  was  soon  after  encouraged  to 
talk  with  Mr.  Knox  on  that  sub. 
ject,  who  not  only  absolutely  re* 
fused  his  consent,  and  gave  his  rea. 
sons  for  it,  but  showed  his  resent- 
ment by  forbidding  him  his  house. 

Mr.  M^Naughton  then  begged 
t  Mr.  Knox  would  permit  him  to 
visit  as  formerly,  as  he  said  it  would 
look  strange  to  the  world  to  be  for- 
bid visiting  a  family  in  which  all  the 
neighbours  knew  he  had  been  so  in- 
timate, and  solemnly  promised, 
upon  his  honour,  never  more  to 
think  of,  or  mention,  this  affair ; 
and  added,  that,  as  he  had  not 
spoken  of  it  to  the  young  lady,  Mr. 
Knox  never  need  do  it,  and  so  the 
affair  would  drop  of  itself* 

Thus  were  the  father's  eyes  and 
ears  once  more  sealed  up  by  this 
artful  man,  who  continued  his  ad. 
drebses  to  the  daughter,  and  told  her 
Mr.  Knox  had  promised  him  his 
consent;  but  desiring,  however, 
that  no  farther  mention  might  be 
made  of  the  affair  for  a  ye^r  or  two, 
till  some  material  business  was  de- 
cided, which  he  would  acquaint  him 
with. 

Thus  he  deceived  the  young  lady, 
who  nbw  mors  freely  gava  wa/  to 
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his  paseion,  aod  again  promised  she 
would  marry  bim  as  soon  as  (hat 
consent  was  obtained.  Thus  he  re- 
mained some  time,  constantly  watch« 
ing  an  opportunity  to  complete  his 
ilosign. 

One  day,  being  in  company  with 
Miss  Knox  and  a  young  gentleman 
(a?ery  boy)  in,  a  retired  room  In 
the  bouse,  he  pressed  her  to  marry 
him,  protesting  he  never  could  be 
happy  till  he  was  sure  of  her ;  and 
with  an  air  of  sprightly  raillery^ 
pulling  out  a  prayer-book,  he  be- 
gan to  read  the  marriage  service, 
and  Insisted  on  the  young  lady's 
making  the  responses,  which  she 
did ;  but  to  every  one  she  always, 
added,  ^  provided  her  father  con- 
sented.' 

Some  short  time  after  this.  Miss 
Knox  going  to  a  friend's  house,  on 
a  week's  Tisit,  Mr.  M^Naughton, 
being  also  an  intimate  there,  soon 
followed  her.  Here  he  fixed  his 
scene  for  action  ;  here  he  claimed 
her,  and,  calling  her  his  wife4  in- 
sisted on  consummatiorr,  which  the 
yonng  lady  absolutely  refused,  and, 
leaving  thchunsc,  went  directly  and 
informed  her  uncle  of  the  Whole  af- 
fair. On  this  Mr.  Knox  wrote 
a  letter  to  M'Naughton,  telling 
him  what  a  base  dishonorable  vil- 
lain^he  was,  and  bid  him  avoid  his 
sight  for  ever. 

Upon  the  ^receipt  of  this  letter. 
M^Naughton  advertised  his  mar. 
riage  in  the  public  newspapers, 
cautioning  erery  other  man  not  to 
marry  his  lawful  wife. 

This  was  answered  by  a  yery 
spirited  .and  proper  advertisement 
from  the  father,  with  an  affidavit  of. 
the  whole  affair  from  the  daughter 
annexed. 

Mr.  Knox  then  brought  an  ac- 
tion against  him  In  the  Prerogative. 
Court,  to  set  aside  this  pretended 
marriage,  which  was  found  only  to 
be  a  contract,  for  the   breach  of 


which  the  party  can  only  be  soedal 
common  hiw,  and  condemned  to 
pay  costs  and  damages ;  besides,  it 
is  probable  that  the  young  lady's 
being  under  age  rendered  thb  con- 
tract void  in  itseif. 

At  this  titoe  Mr.  M^NaoghtOfl 
had  absconded  from  his  debts^  and. 
therefore  could  not  appeal  to  the 
Court  of  Delegates,  where  the  for« 
mer  decree  was- confirmed.  In  cen^ 
sequence  of  this  decree  Judge  Scott 
Issued  his  warrant  to  apprehend 
him. 

When  M^Naughton  beard  this 
he  wrote  a  most  impudent  threaten- 
ing letter  to  the  judge,  and,  it  is 
sa^,  lay  in  vfait  to  have  him  mar* 
dered,  when  he  was  last  at  the  as- 
sizes there,  but  missed  him,  by  the. 
judge's  taking  another  road*  Upoa< 
this  the  judge  applied  to  the  lord) 
chief  justice,  who  issued  out  aa«< 
other  writ  against  him,  that  drove 
him  to  England. 

Mr.  M^Naoghtoo  returned  to 
Ireland  In  the  summer  of  1761,  aad, 
by  constantly  hoTering  round  Hr» 
Knox's  house,  obliged  the  family  to 
be  upon  their  guard,  and  the  young 
lady  to  live  like  a  recluse. 

However,  about  the  middle  of. 
the  summer  she  ventured  to  a  place 
called  Swaddling  Bar,  to  drink  the 
numeral  waters  there  for  her  health  s 
thither  this  unhappy  man  followed' 
her,  and  was  seen  in  a  beggar's 
habit— sometimes  in  asailoc's :  thos 
disguised  he  was  detected,  and  then 
swore,  in  the  presence  of  seyecsl, 
that  he  would  murder  the  whole 
family  if  he  did  not  get  possession » 
of  his  wife !  And  yet  so  infatuatid  • 
were  they  as  to  suffer  him  to  get 
away  once  more  to  England,  where 
he  was  supposed  to  be  by  Mr.  Knox, 
at  the  time  this  fatal  event  hap* 
pened. 

He  remained  In  London  till  the. 
month  of  October ;  and  several  of. 
his  acquaintance  here,  with  whom 
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he  spent  his  eTenings,  ha?e  since 
obeerted,  that  he  was  n%ver  easy, 
when  alone  with  them,  but  when 
Hks  Knox  was  the  subject  of  con. 
▼ersation;  and  he  has  often  con. 
doded  by  saying  he  feared  that  af- 
fair would  end  in  blood. 

During  his  residence  in  London, 
at  this  li^  visit,  it  is  said  he  gamed, 
cheated,  borrowed  money  from  all 
his  acquaintance,  and  imposed  on 
many  by  forged  letters  and  false 
tokens  from  their  friends. 
-  It  sounds  something  se?ere  to 
speak  thus  harshly  of  a  gentleman, 
partietflariy  one  under  misfortunes. 
But  truth  must  be  obserred.  A 
nmn  of  worth  and*  honour,  brought 
to  distress  by  unforeseen  accidents, 
may,  and  often  does,  maintain  his 
integrity  and  good  name  under  a 
series  of  misfortunes ;  whereas  the 
man  reduced  to  poverty  and  dis- 
grace by  gamhDg,  or  any  other  ex- 
travagant vice,  too  often  descends 
to  mean  actions ;  and  he  who  com- 
mits a  mean  action  is  in  great  dan- 
ger of  committing  a  base  one. 

About  the  first  of  November  last 
this  nnhappy  wanderer  was  seen 
scnHiing  in  Ireland,  and  two  nights 
prior  to  the  murder  was  known  to 
sleep  with  three  of  his  accomplices 
at  the  house  of  one  Mr.  ■  ,  a 

hearth-money  collector.  Themom- 
hlg  of  the  K)th,  the  day  the  fact 
was  committed,  they  all  came  with 
a  sack  full  of  fire-arms  to  a  little 
cabin  on  the  road-side,  where  Mr. 
Knox  was  to  pass  with  his  coach 
and  fix.  From  this  cabin  M^Naugh. 
ton  detached  one  of  them  to  go  to 
[  an  old  woman  that  lived  at  some 
distance  on  the  road-stde,  under 
pretence  of  buying  some  yarn  of 
her,  but  really  to  wait  the  eonting 
up  of  Mr.  Knox^s  coach,  and  in- 
quire whose  it  was.     When  it  ap- 


peared in  sight  he  asked  that  quea* 
tion,  and  was  answered  that  it  was 
Mr*Knox,who,  with  his  family, was 
going  to  Dublin.     He  then  made 
her  |M>int,to  show  him  how  they  sat, 
which  she  did — Mr.  Knox,  his  wife, 
his    daughter,   and    maid.servant. 
As  soon  as  he  had  got  this  informa- 
tion he  ran  ofi*  to  inform  M^Naugh- 
ton  that  the  coach  was  coming,  and 
to  make  ready ;  that  he  had  looked 
into  the  coach,  and  that  Mr.  Knox 
was  only  attended  by  one  servant, 
and  a  faithful  fellow,  a  smith,  who 
lived  near  hfm,  and  was  foster- 
father*  to  Miss  Knox,  one  whom 
M^Naughton  could  never  bribe; 
for  most  of  the  other  servants  had 
suffered  themselves  to  be  tampered 
with,  and,  when  discovered,  had 
been  discharged.     As  soon  as  the 
coach  came  near  the  cabin,  two  of 
the  accomplices,  armed  with  guns, 
presented  them  at  the  postilion  and 
coachman,  who  stopped  the  coach, 
while  M^Naughton    fired,  at  the 
smith  with  a  blunderbuss.     Upon 
this  the  faithful  smith,  who  luckily 
escaped    the    shot,   presented    his 
piece,  which  unfortunately  missed 
fire,  and  gave  M^Naughton  and  one 
of  his  comrades  an  opportunity  to 
fire  at  the  poor  fellow,  and  both 
wounded  Mm.     Immediately  upon 
this   two   shots  were  fired  at  the 
coachi  one  by  M^Naoghton  himself, 
and  another  by  one  of  his  assistants; 
and,    finding    that  the   passengers 
drew  up  the  windows,  he  ran  round, 
and  fired  into  the  coach  obliquely 
with  a  gun  loaded  with  five  balls, 
all  which  took  place  in  the  body  of 
the  unhappy  Miss  Knox.  The  maid 
now    let  down   the   window,  and 
screamed  out  that  her  mistress  was 
murdered.  On  hearing  this,  the  ohiy 
livery  servant    that  attended   the 
coach,  properly  armed,  came  frbm 

*  A  cbvmcter  not  much  known  or  regarded  in  Eneland,  but  in  Ireland  of  no  small  no* 
tice.  That  man's  wife  was  wet  nurse,  and  suckled  Miss  Knox,  (torn  whence  those  poor 
peeple  generally  contract  a  faithful  affection. 
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behind  a  (urf-sfackj  where  he  had 
hid  himself^and,  firiog  at  M^Naugh- 
tOH,  wounded  him  in  the  back; 
and  about  the  same  time  Mr.  Knox 
from  the  coach  iircd  one  pistol, 
which  was  the  last  of  eight  shots 
fired  on  this  strange  and  dreadful 
occasion. 

,  Miss  Knox  was  carried  into  the 
cabin)  where  she  expired  in  about 
three  hours.  The  murderer  and  his 
accomplices  fled,  but  the  country 
wa»  soon  raised  in  pursuit  of  them, 
and  amongst  others  some  of  Sir 
James  CaUlwcIPs  light  horse,  who 
W^re  directed  to  search  the  house 
%nd  officas  of  one  Wenslow,  a  farm- 
er, uot  far  distant  from  the  hor- 
rid scene  of  action.  But,  though 
9ome  of  the  family  knew  he  was 
concealed  there,  they  pretended  ig- 
norance ;  so  that  M'Naughton 
might  have  escaped,  had  not  the 
corporal,  after  they  had  searched' 
every  place,  as  they  imagined,  with^ 
out  success,  and  were  going  away, 
bethought  himself  of  the  following 
stratagem :— Seeing  a  labourer  dig. 
ging  potatoes  in  a  piece  of  ground 
behind  the  stables,  he  said  to  his 
comrades,  In  the  felloe's  hearing, 
^  It  is  a  great  pity  we  cannot  find 
this  murderer  ;  it  would  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  discoTerer— he  would 
certainly  get  three  hundred  pounds. ' 
Upon  which  the  fellow  pointed  to 
a  hay.loft.  I'he  corporal  immedi. 
ately  ran  up  the  ladder,  and  forced 
open  the  door ;  upon  which 
M^Nanghton  fired  at  him,  and 
missed  him.  By  the  flash  of  the 
pistol  the  corporal  was  directed 
where  to  fire  his  piecre,  which  hap. 
pily  grounding  him,  he  ran  in,  and, 
seizing  him,  dragged  him  out,  when 
they  instantly  tied  him  pn  a  car, 
and  conducted  him  to  Lifford  gaol. 
Here  he  remained  in  the  closest 
confinement,  entirely  deserted  by 
all  his  friends  and  acquaintance^ 
as  appeared  on  the  day  of  his  trial, 


which  commenced  tho  dth^of  .Do. 
ccmber,  1761,  whin  he  was  ar-. 
raigncd,  with  an  accomplice  called 
Dunlap,  before  Baron  Mouiitu^y, 
Mr.  J^tice  Scott^  and  Counsellor 
Smith,  who  went  down  upon  a  spc.. 
cial  commission  to  try  them. 

M^Naughton  was  brought  into 
court  on  a  bier,  rolled  ia  a  blankcf,i 
with  a  greasy  woollen  lught-capy 
the  shirt  in  which  he  was  taken, 
being,  all  bloody  and  dirty,  and  a 
long  beard,  which  fnado  a  dreadful 
appearance  I  In  that  horrid  con- 
dition he  made  a  long  speech^ 
pointedly  and  sensibly;  and  com- 
piained  in  the  most  pathetic  man. 
Her  of  the  hard  usage  he  had  met 
with  since  his  confinement  He 
said  ^  they  had  treated  him  lik^  a 
man  under  sentence,  and  not  like 
a  man  that  was  to  be  tried.'  He 
declared  he  nerer  intended  to  kill 
his  dear  n^ife  (at  saying  which  ho 
wept) — that  he  only  designed  to 
take  her  away.  That  he  would  make 
such  things  appear  upon  his  trial 
as  should  surprise  them  all.  But, 
alas !  when  his  trial  came  on,  all 
this  great  eipectation  which  he  had 
raised  In  the  mind  of  every  one 
came  to  nothing. 

The  trial  lasted  five  days.  The 
first  day,  the  8th,  was  spent  In 
pleadings  to  put  off  the  trial,  aod 
the  reply  of  the  counsel  for  the 
crown. 

During  these  debates  M^Naugb- 
ton  often  spoke  with  most  amazing 
spirit  and  judgment)  and  much  fnoro 
like  an  eminent  lawyer  than  any  of 
his  counsel ;  and  the  result  of  that 
day  was,  that  he  should  proparehis 
aflidavit,  which  the  Court  would 
"^ake  into  consideration*  Accord- 
ingly, on  the  0th,  he  was  brought 
into  Court  again,  and  his  aflidaTit 
read,  in  wfiich  he  swore  that  soma 
material  witnesses  for  him  were  not 
to  be  had,  particularly  one  Owen?, 
who,  he  said,  was  present  all  ^be 
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time;  but  the  jad^tes,  after  long 
debates^  were  of  opinion  I  hat  no- 
thing sufficient  was  offered  to  put 
off  the  trial :  however,  to  show 
their  indulgence,  they  would  give 
him  that  daj,  and  part  of  the  neit, 
to  see  If  he  could  strengthen  his 
affidavit  by  that  of  others.  But 
whenthenewaffidavltwasprodttced> 
on  the  10  th,  it  was  unanimously 
and  peremptorily  resolved  by  the 
Court  that  he  had  not  shown  suf. 
icient  cause  to  postpone  his  trial, 
and  accordingly  they  gare  him  no- 
tice to  prepare  for  It  on  the  1 1th, 
at  eight  o'clock  In  the  morning. 

The  judges  came  on  the  bench 
at  nine  o'clock,  and  sat  there  till 
eleven  at  night,  without  stirring  out 
of  Court  Duriug  the  whole  time 
of  the  trial  M^Naughton  took  his 
notes  as  regularly  as  any  of  the  law- 
yers, and  crois-evamined  all  the 
witnesses  with  the  gr^test  accu- 
racy. He  was  obserred  to  behave 
with  uncommon  resolution. 

His  chief  defence  was  founded  on 
a  letter  he  produced,  as  written  to 
him  by  Miss  Knox,  in  which  she  do- 
sired  him  to  intercept  her  on  the 
road  to  Dublin,  and  take  her  away; 
bat  this  letter  was  proved  a  forgery 
of  his  own,  which  after  condemna- 
tion be  confessed* 

He  took  great  pains  to  eiculpate 
himsdf  from  the  least  design  to 
murder  any  one,  mueh  less  his  dear 
wife  (as  he  always  called  her);  he 
declared  solemnly  that  his  intent 
was  only  to  take  her  out  of  the 
coach,  and  carry  her  off;  but  as  he 
received  the  first  wound,  from  the 
irst  shot  that  was  fired,  the  anguish 
of  that  wound,  and  the  prospect  of 
his  ill  success  m  his  design,  so  dis. 
tracted  him,  that,  being  wholly  in- 
Tolred  in  confusion  and  despair,  he. 
fired  he  knew  not  at  what  or  whom, 
and  had  the  misfortune  to  klil  the 
only  person  in  the  world  that  was 
dear  to  him  ;  that  he  gave  the  Court 


that  trottble,  and  labored  thus^ 
not  (o  save  his  own  life  (for  death 
was  riow  his  choice),  biit  to  clear' 
his  character  from  such  horrid  guilt 
as  designedly  to  murder  his-  better 
half,  for  whom  alone  he  wished  tti 
live. 

These  were  his  solemn  declara*) 
tions ;  but'  the  direct  contrary  was 
proved  in  Court  by  several  wit^ 
nesses,  whom  he  cross-examined 
with  great  spirit,  and  seemed  to  in- 
sinuate were  brought  there  to  de- 
stroy him ;  and,  as  the  jury  could 
only  form  their  opinion  on  the  tes- 
timony of  the  witnesses  before 
them,  who  were  examined  on  their 
oaths  with  the  utmost  care  and  so- 
lemnity, they  brought'  him  in 
*  GuiKy.' 

He  heard  their  yerdict  without 
the  least  concern,  telling  them 
^They  had  acquitted  themselres 
with  justice  to  their  country ;'  and, 
when  Mr.  Baron  Moantney  pro- 
nounced the  sentence  apon  him  and 
his  accomplice,  Dunlap,  who  was 
found  guilty  with  him,  though  ha 
did  It  In  so  pathetic  a  manner  as 
Tery  visibly  affected  every  one, 
M^Naughton  appeared  with  the 
same  indifference  as  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  trial,  and  only  begged 
the  Court  would  have  compassloii 
on  poor  Dunlap.  He  said  ^  he 
was  his  tenant ;  that  he  possessed  a 
very  profitable  lease,  which  was 
near  expiring;  that  he  had  pro- 
mised him  a  rencvral  if  he  would 
assist  him  In  recovering  his  wife} 
and  that  he  had  forced  his  consent  to 
accompany  him  in  that  ftctjon.  He 
therefore  begged  of  the  Court  to 
represent  Dunlap  as  a  proper  ob- 
ject of  mercy.  For  his  own  life, 
he  said,  it  was  not  worth  asking 
for;  and,  Were  he  to  choose, 
death  should  be  bis  choice,  since 
Miss  Kiiox,  his  better  half,. was 
dead.' 

Agreeably    to    their   sentoace^ 
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M^Naughton,  with  his  accomplice 
Dunlap,  were  executed  on  Tues- 
daj,  the  15th  of  December,  1761, 
near  Strabane,  in  the  county  of 
Tyrone.  He  walked  to  the  plaoe  of 
execution,  but,  lieing  wealc  of  his 
wounds,  was  supported  between  two 
men. 

He  was  dressed  in  a  white  flannel 
waistcoat  trimmed  with  black  but« 
tons  and  holes,  a  diaper  night-cap 
tied  wiih  a  black  riband,  white 
stockings,  mourning  buckles,  and  a 
crape  tied  on  his  arm.  He  desired 
the  executioner  to  be  speedy ;  and 
the  fellow  pointing  to  the  ladder, 
be  mounted  with  great  spirit.  The 
moment  he  was  tied  up  he  jumped 
from  it  with  such  Tehcmence  as 
snapped  the  rope,  and  ho*  fell  to 
the  ground,  but  without  dislocating 
his  neck,  or  doing  himself  much  in- 
jury. When  they  had  raised  him 
pn  his  legs  again  he  soon  recovered 
his  senses ;  and  the  executioner  bor- 
rowing the  rope  from  Dun  lap,  and 
fixing  It  round  M^Naughton's  neck, 
be  went  up  the  ladder  a  second 
ttm^,  and,  tying  the  rope  himself  to 
the  gallows,  he  jumped  from  it 
again  with  the  same  force,  and  ap. 
peared  dead  in  a  minute. 

Thus  died  the  once  universally 
itdmired  M^Naughton,  in  the  38th 
year  of  his  age,  de^rted  by  all 
who  knew  him,  in  poverty  and  igJ 
Domioy ! 

M^Naughton  not  liking,  he  said, 
eitlier  the  principles  or  doctrine  of 
the  clergyman  who  first  went  to 
prepare  him  for  death,  because,  it 
seems,  he  made  things  too  terrible 
to  him,*Mr.  Burgoyne  succeeded.^ 
As  no  carpenter  could  be  found  to 
inake  the  gallows,  the  sherifi"  looked 
put  for  a  tree  proper  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  the  execution  must  have 
been  performed  on  It,  had  not  the 
uncle  of  the  young  lady^  and  some 
otfier  gentleman,  made  the  gallows, 


and  put  it  op.  The  sheriff  was 
even  obliged  to  take  a  party  of  aoU 
diers,  and  force  a  smith  to  take  off 
his  bolts  ;  otherwise  he  must  have 
been  obliged,  contrary  to  law,  to 
execute  him  with  his  bolts  on.  Tlie 
spectators,  who  saw  him  drop  whca 
the  rope  broke,  looked  upon  it  as 
some  contrivance  for  his  escape, 
which  they  favored  all  they  could 
by  running  away  from  the  place, 
and  leaving  it  open.  The  populace 
would  not  probably  have  been  so 
well  disposed  towards  him  had  they 
known  of  his  horrid  designs  of 
murder ;  but  they  had  been  per- 
suaded that  he  only  meant  to  get 
possession  of  his  wife. 

The  foregoing  account  must  na- 
turally suggest  some  reflections  on 
the  high  absurdity  of  those  fathers, 
who,  having  handsome  marriage- 
able daughters,  contract  friendships 
with  agreeable  young  gentlemen, 
and  invite  them  to  be  intimates, 
without  intending  they  shooJd  be 
husbands  to,  or  wishing  them  to 
succeed  with,  their  daughters.  Are 
not  the  eyes  by  such  means  directed 
to  their  natural  pleasing  objects  ? 
and  is  not  love  most  likely  to  be 
the  certain  and  natural  conse- 
quence? When  they  meet  alone 
in  the  garden  or  the  grove,  will  not 
love  be  their  subject  ?  How  much 
more  ridiculous  and  absurd  must 
such  fathers  appear,  who,  when  the 
discovery  is  made,  are  surprised 
and  exasperated  at  what  they  them, 
selves  have  brought  abont !  It  may 
be  affirmed  that  this  very  mistake 
has  been  the  cause  of  more  real 
mischiefs  than  any  other  that  can 
be  named,  it  were  to  be  wished, 
therefore,  that  all  those  who  have 
been  guilty  of  so  great  an  error 
would  not  only  sincerely  repent  of, 
but  publicly  own  It,  as  such  a  con- 
fession might  prove- a  warning  to 
others. 
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Captain  M'Kaarg  hilled  hy  Mi^er  Campbell. 


MAJOR  COLIN  CAMPBELL, 

CASIIl£a£0  FOR  THB  MUBDEB  Of  CAPTAIN  M^KAARO. 

CoLi  N  Campbell  was  maj6r.com.    mander-in^chief  at  Jersey,  who  had 


roandantof  the  hundredth  regiment 
of  foot  when  that  corps  was  quar- 
tered in  the  island  of  Jersey,  frqm 
whenceit  embarked  for  Martinique. 
Among  the  officers  in  this  regiment 
was  Captain  M^Kaarg,  who  had  so 
far  embezzled  the  qioncj  he  re- 
ceived  to  pay  his  company,  that  the 
men  were  starving  in  the  streets  of 
St.  Hillary,  in  Jersey,  and  was  him. 
•elf  so  greatly  •  in?olTed  in  debt, 
that  he  took  methods  to  elude  the 
payment  of  what  he  owed  bo  unbe- 
coming  an  officer  and  a  |;entleman, 
that  the  secretary  at  war  acquainted 
'Major  Campbell,  by  letter,  that,  if 
Jie  did  not  find  means  to  satisfy  his 
creditors,  he  should  be  obliged  to 
Jay  his  case  before  bia  majesty. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  letter  the 
majoi,  with  the  ad? iqe  of  the  corn- 


before  sent  to  inform  him  that 
M^Kaarg's  men  were  begging  in 
the  streets,  took  the  payment  of  his 
company  out  of  his  hands. 

This  necessary  step  of  his  com- 
mander M^Kaarg,  in  his  mind,  re- 
sented,  but  he  apparently  lived  with 
him  upon  amicable  terms  ;  and, 
when  the  troops  were  embarking 
at  Jersey,  his  necessities  became  yo 
pressing,  that  he  could  not  proceed' 
on  his  Toyage  without  pecuniary 
assistance,  which  in  Tain  he  endea- 
f  ored  to  obtain  from  the  paymaster 
and  several  other  officers.  He  then 
applied  to  Major  Campbell;  and 
through  him  alone  he  was  enabled 
to  head  his  company  on  board  the 
transports,  without  which  he  must 
have  staid  behind. 

Generous  actions  we  €very  day 
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see  ill  requited  in  ci? il  society.  Do 
a  good  turn,  and,  unless  jou  fol- 
low it  up  by  acceding  to  extrava- 
gant demands,  you  will  tqo  often 
be  treated  with  ingratitude.  Ue. 
sentmcnt  follows,  and  the  donor  il 
often  hn  pel  led  to  violence  upon  the 

leter 
ajor 
ient« 
tthe 
horn 
him 


tha< 
iken 
nbe« 
nan* 
)licit 
,  till 


To  this  letter  hereccived  the  foU 
lowing  answer  :— 
*Sir, 

^  I  have  jost  now  received  yodrs, 
and  have  taken  do  liberties  with 
your  character  bnt  what  I  am  able 
to  answer  for* 

^  Your'Bi  &c. 

<  J.  M'Kaaro.' 

The  moment  the  major  received 
this  answer  he  w^t,  with  a  bayonet 
by  his  side,  and  a  drawn  sword  in 
his  handy  to  Captain  M^Kaarg's 
tent;  and  his  rashness  was  the 
cause  of  his  disgrace*  Hence  let 
officers  learn  to  moderate  their  pas- 
sions, and  to  seek  lawful  repara* 
tion  for  injuries* 

At  the  court-martial  held  on 
Major  Campbell  it  was  proved  that, 
thus  armed,  he  assailed  the  tent  of 
Captain  H'Kaarg,  which  he  en- 
tered, and  said  to  him,  *  Yon  have 
aspersed  my  character — turn  out** 
The  captain  replied  that  ^  he  had 
no  small  sword.'    Then  the  major 


ordered  him  to  turn  out  as  hb  was : 
a  struggling  then  ensued,  and  they 
"came  out  of  the  tent.  Again  thej 
struggled,  and  both  fell  to  the 
ground ;  in  which  M*Raarg  was  run 
through  the  body*  When  both, 
were  down  Major  Campbell  said, 
(  Beg  your  life,  or  you  are  a  dead 
man  ;'  to  which  the  captain  replied 
*  I  do  lieg  my  life :'  and  then  h6 
exclaimed  ^  I  am  a  dead  man!'^ 
The  major  then  got  up,  and  ordered 
a  surgeon  to  be  sent  for;  biit  the 
wound  proved  mortal,  and  the  ca^ 
tain  soon  expired. 

This  was  the  substance  of  the 
charge  against  Major  Campbell.  In 
his  defence  he  attempted  to  prove 
that  Captain  M^Kaarg  was  armed, 
which  the  Court  gave  noicrcdit  to, 
pronouncing  the  following  curious 
sentence : — 

<  The  Court,on  due  consideration 
of  the  whole  -matter  before*  the«i, 
are  of  opinion  that  Major  CoHo 
Campbell  i%  guilty  of  the  crime  laid 
to  hts  charge;  but  there  not  being 
a  majority  of  voices  sufficient  to 
punish  with  death  as  required  by 
the  articles  of  war,  the  Court 
doth  adjudge  the  said  major-coin* 
mandant  Colin  Campbell  ta  be 
cashiered  for  the  same ;  and  it  is  the 
further  opinion  of  the  Court  he  is 
incapable  of  serving  his  majesty  in 
any  military  employment  what- 
ever. ^ 

We  have  called  this  a  cnrioai 
sentence)  because,  if  there  wis 
not  a  majority  of  the  Court  suffi- 
cient to  punish  with  death,  how 
could  there  be  a  majority  sufficient 
to  find  him  guilty  of  a.  crime  by 
which  ho  became  liablo  to  auSct 
death  ?  The  lai^  requires,  in  capi- 
tal cases,  that  thtee.fonrtbs  of  the 
members  of  a  court-martial  must 
agree  in  opinion  to  find  the  party 
guilty.  This  Court  declares  that 
it  did  find  him  guilty,  bat  coald  not 
punish  him  equal  ta  his  offence.  If 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWOATB  CAXBNJ)AR.  .     316 


tbree»f(Mifftli»-)Mid  found Iriin  ^iltf, 
ihtf  wotiM  rarely  hafe  been  suffi-.- 
cieoft  to  pttnisli  adeqvaidj  to  the 
guHl  found  i  bfit,  as  tliree«fo«rthB 
did  Dot  find  him  capitallj  guilty^ 
(ho  Court  could  not  be  competent 
to  inflict  an^  kind  of  pomsihmeat. 
On  the  contrary,  upon  the  Tcry 
face  of  tMr  opinion  and  sentence, 
however  guilty,  In  fact,  he  might 
have  been,  he  was  entitled  to  an  ac- 
qnittal  m  point  of  laW. 

Major  Campbell  takitig  offionee 
at  ihB  condact^  during  this  trial,  of 
General  Monkton,  under  whom  th^ 
isiaAd  of  Martiaiqae  had  been  cap* 
tared,  brought  the  following  chargd 
against  tiMt  gallant  general,  be* 
fore  a  court-martial  at  the  Horse 
G«ards,  on  the  14th  of  AprU, 
1764:— 

<  For  many  wrongs  and  de1ibe« 
rate  acta  of  opprcMion  towards  the 
said  Colin  Campbell,  when  under 
his  command,  in  the  Island  of  Mar« 
tiniqne,  in  the  year  170%  partt<^u« 
lariy  by  sereral  acts  of  affront  and 
indignity,  both  in  the  person  of  the 
said  Colin  Campbell,  and  the  corps 
tb^n  nodor  his  command ;  and  also, 
whilst  a  trial  was  pending  on  a 
charge  .  exhibited  against  the  said 
Oottn  Campbell  before  a  general 
coiirt«marttal,  by  discouraging  his 
friends,  intimidating  his  Witnesses, 
and  d^mvlBg  Mm  of  the  lawful 
nieans  of  defence,  aa  well  as  by 
*  suppressing  th^  proceedings  of  the 
said  general  court-martial  from  the 
Earl  of  Albemarle,  lieutenant.ge«. 
neral  of  his  majesty's  forces,  under 
a  pretence  of  the  said  proceedings 


having  been'tratmnitted  to  Great 
Britain,  when,  in  truth,  they  were 
still  in  his  own  custody ;  and,  fur- 
thermore, by  a  cruel  confinement  of 
the  said  Colin  Campbell,  who  was 
.then  ill,  in  a  noisome  nnhealthy  < 
prison,  even  though  it  was  at  that  . 
time  known  to  the  s^d  Major- 
general  Moakton  that  the  sentence 
against  the  said  Colin  Campbell 
was  not  capital.' 

The  opinion  of  the  Court  on  the 
trial  of  itiw  victorious  general  was 
pronounced  by  the  president  in 
these  words:  *  The  Otmct  is  of  opi- 
nion that  the  charge  and  complaint 
of  Colin  Campbell,  Esq.  against 
Majort^eneral  Robert  Monkton  is 
altogether  unsupported  by  evi* 
dcnce,  and,  in  some  points,  ex- 
tremely  contradicted  by  the  com- 
plainant's own  witnesses,  and  doth 
hereby  most  honorably  acquit  the 
said  Major-general  Robert  Monk- 
ton  of  the  same,  and  every  part 
thereof ;  and  the  Court  is  further 
of  opinion  that  the  said  charge  and 
complaint  is  groundless,  malicious^ 
and  scandalous,  in  the  highest  de- 
gree ;  and  tending  not  only  to  in- 
jure the  said  major-general's  cha. 
ractcr,  but  to  hurt  the  service  in 
general,  as  it  must  greatly  affect 
every  officer,  who  may  have  tho 
honour  of  commanding  a  body  of 
hb  majesty's  troops,  when  he  re- 
flects that  his  character  and  reputa- 
tion are  liable  to  be.  thus  publicly 
attacked  by  a  person  who  has  been 
dbratssed  his  majesty's  service  witii 
ignominy«* 


•      JOHN  PERROTT, 

EXaCUTEO  FOR  COMCSALING  PABT  OP  HIS  EFFECTS  FROM  HIS  CREDITORS. 


JoHV  Pbrkott  was  born  at 
Newport  Pagnal,  in  Buckingham- 
shtre^  about  sixty  miles  north  of 
London,  in  the  year  1723^  being 
about  thirty  .eight  years  of  age  at 


his  death.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  seven  years  old,  and  his 
mother  about  two  yeaiy  afterwards, 
leaving  him  a  fortune  of  about  fif- 
teen hundred  ^uods.    After  the 
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death  of  his  parents,  Im  wat,  by 
Ihe  direction  of  a  guardian,  placed 
iiv  the  foundation  school  of  Giltbo- 
rough,  in  Northamptonshire,  where 
he  continued  &?e  years:  he  was 
then,  being  about  fifteen  years  old, 
a|kprenticed  to  his  half-brother,  at 
Hempstead^  in  Hertfordshhre,  where 
he  served  ou^his  time.  In  the  year 
1747  he  came  op  to  London,  and 
began  to  trade  for  himself  in  foreign 
white  lace,  but  kept  no  shop.  In 
^the  beginning  of  the  year  1749 
be  took  a  hctase,  and  opened  a 
warehouse  in  Blow-bladder  Street. 
About  the  year  1759  he  renored 
from  Blow-bladder  Street  to  Lnd. 
gate  Hill,  where  he  opened  a  |inen. 
draper's  shop,  and  dealt  In  various 
other  articles,  styling  himself  mer- 
chant. From  the  time  of  his  open- 
ing this  shop,  till  the  year  1769,  he 
returned  annually  about  two  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  was  remarkably 
punctual  in  his  payments.  Having 
thus  established  his  reputation,  and 
finding  that  no  credit  which  he 
should  ask  would  be  rofused  him, 
he  formed  a  scheme  of  abusing  this 
confidence,  which  he  began  to  put 
in  eiecution  by  xontracting  for 
goods  of  different  sorts,  to  the 
value  of  thirty  thousand  pounds, 
the  greatest  part  of  which,  amount- 
ing to  the  value  of  twenty-five 
thousand  pounds,  he  actually  got 
into  his  possession.  In  pursuance 
of  his  project,  it  was  necessary  to 
convert  these  goods  into  ready  mo- 
ney as  soon  as  possible :  he  there, 
fore  employed  one  Henry  Thomp- 
son (who  had  for  three  or  four 
years  acted  as  his  agent,  or  broker) 
to  sell  them  Tor  ready  money. 
Thompson  at  this  time  kept  a  little 
house  in  Monkwell  Street,  near 
Wood  Street,  whither  the  goods 
were  sent  in  the  dusk  of  the  even- 
ing, and  whither  he  invited  some  of 
the  principal  traders  to  look  at 
them^  as  goods  consigned  to  him 


from  the  places  where  they  were 
manufactured.  Perrott  always  set 
a  price  upon  them,  which  Thomp- 
son showed  to  his  chapmen,  wh9 
usually  fixed  another  price  at  which 
they  would  buy:  at  this  price 
Thompson  w^  always  orders!  to 
sell,  though  it  was  frequently  fif- 
^teen  and  twenty  per  cent,  below 
prime  cost. 

When  he  had  thus  converted  the 
goods  he  obtained  upon  credit  Into 
money,  and  before  the  time  when 
he  was  to  pay  for  them  arrived,  lie 
summoned  his  creditors  together, 
who  accordingly  met  on  the  17th 
of  January,  17tS(>,  at  the  Half- 
Moon  Tavern,  in  Cheapside,  where 
he  acquainted  them  that  he  was  nft- 
able  to  pay  the  whole  of  what  he 
owed,  referring  himself  entffely  to 
their  pleasure,  and  promjsing  to 
acquiesce  In  all  soch  measures  as 
they  should  propose,  to  parsee 
their  own  benefit  and  secari^.   * 

This  conduct  and  these  profes- 
sions had  so  plausible  an  appear- 
ance that  Perrott's  creditors  con- 
ceived a  favorable  opinion  of  hisn, 
notwithstanding  the  loss  thqr.  wtfe 
likely  to  suffer:  It  was,  however, 
determined  that  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy  should  be  sued  out 
against  him;  and  Perrott  having 
agreed  to  cause  himlelf  to  be  denied 
the  next  day  to  a  person  whom  his 
creditors  were  to  send  to  demand 
moneys  as  the  common  and  moit 
ready  foundation  of  commissions  of 
bankruptcy,  such  a  commissien 
was  issued  against  him  on  the  19th 
of  January,  the  second  day  after 
meeting,  and  Perrott,  being  found 
and  declared  a  bankrupt,  surren- 
dered himself  as  such. 

The  2Gth  of  the  same  month,  the 
4th  of  February,  and  the  4th  of 
March,  were  appointed  for  his  ap- 
pearance before  the  commissionerB, 
to  make  a  full  disclosure  of  his 
estate  and  effects.' 
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Oa  tho  MCh  of  Janttarjr  be  did 
»ot  appear;  and  thoogh  he  ap« 
peared  oa  the  4Ui  of  February,  and 
was  sworn,  jet  he  declared  that  he 
was  not. prepared  to  make  a  full- 
discoTiery  of  hb  effects,  and  re« 
quests  to  have  the  time  limited  for 
that  .parpose  enlarged,  which  re» 
quest  was  granted. 

But  two  of  Perrott's  creditors 
having  been  at  this  meeting  chosen 
asaignees  of  hb  estate,  they  found, 
wpctfi  an  inspection  of  his  accounts 
smd  affairs,  such  a  deficiency  and 
^confusion  as  gave  them  just  reason. 
to  suspect  hb  integrity ;  and  it  was 
DOW  thought  necessary  to  examine 
him  as  soon  as  possible*  .  He  was 
accordingly  summoned  before  the 
commissioners  on  the  26th  of  Fe« 
hruary,  ai^d  then,  being  hard  press* 
ed,  be  acknowledged  that  he  had 
bought  ^oods  since  the  year  1758 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand 
pounds,  and  sold  them  himself,  or 
by  Thompson,  for  ready  money, 
at  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent*  under 
prime  cost;  and  that,  about  five 
years  before,  he  hired  a  house  itk 
Hyde  Street*  near  Bloomsbury 
Square,  at  thirty  pounds  per  annum 
rent,  and  fnrnbhed  it  at  the  ex* 
pense  of  about  one.  hundred  and 
thirty,  pounds;  that  it  was  for  a 
lady,  and  that,  he  lived  in  it  for 
about  a  year  and  a  half,  and  then 
quitted  it,  and  sold  the  furniture ; 
and  he  swore,  also,  that  he  had  not 
since  that  time  any  other  house  or 
lodging,  or  paid  for  the  lodging  of 
any  other  person. 

An  examination  which  produced 
such  proof  of  the  bankrupts  mis^ 
conduct  greatly  increased  the  sus- 
picions of  hb  creditors  that  more 
knaTery  was  intended ;  and  it  ap. 
pcare4  that,  though  he  had  kept  re- 
gular books  from  1752  to  \757,  yet 
that,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  they 
were  in  some  jcoofusion,  and  after- 
wards in  total  disorder.     Neither 


were  any  traces  to  be  ditcoiered.  of 
accounts  between  him  and  Thomp* 
son,  notwithstanding  the  Very  large 
transactions  between  them,  whicii 
was  another  reasonable  cause  to 
suspect  fraudulent  designs. 

These  transactions  between  Per. 
rott  and  Thompson  were  thought  a, 
sufficient  reason  to  summon  Thomp- 
son before  the  commissioners ;  and 
on  the  Ist  of  March  he  appeared, 
and  deposed  that  he  had  sold  goods 
for  Perrott,  to  a  great  value,  at  fif- 
teen or  twenty  per  cent,  under 
prime  cost,  and  that  he  was  ordered 
by  Perrott  not  to  declare  the  goods 
were  his. 

It  was  idso  discotrered,  during 
this  examination  of  Thompson,  that, 
on  the  third  day  after  the  commis- 
sion was  issued,  Perrott  sent  to  him  , 
by  his  apprentice  a  paper  parcel, 
sealed  with  three  seals,  desiring  he 
would  take  care  of  it ;  that  he  ac- 
cordingly locked  it  up  in  his  bu- 
reau, and,  seeing  Perrott  a  day  or 
two  afterwards,  was  told  by  him 
that  it  contained  papers  relating  to 
private  transactions  between  him 
and  one  Holt,  of  Newport  Pagnel, 
in  which  his  creditors  'had  no  con- 
cern ;  and  that  on  Wednesday,  the 
39th  of  February,  the  day  after  hb 
first  examination,  Perrott  re-de- 
manded this  paper  parcel,  and  again 
received  it  from  Thompson,  who 
never  knew  its  contents. 

In  the  mean  time,  Perrott  know- 
ing himself  justly  suspected,  and 
apprehending  that  his  creditors 
would  now  insist  on  his  making  a 
final  discovery,  on  the  4th  of  March 
he  applied  to  the  lord-keeper  by 
petition,  without  the  intervention 
or  assent  of  his  creditors,  for  en- 
larging the  time  limited. for  such 
dbcovery ;  and«  when  the  commis- 
sioners met  on  the  4th  of  March, 
he  caused  them  to  be  served  wit^ 
the  lord.kccper's  order  for  en^ 
Urging  it  forty-six  days. 
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Ib  the  mean  time,  farther  in. 
iormation  having  been  received  of 
Pcrrott'8  particular  connexions,  it 
was  thought  proper  to  examine  one 
Patrick  Donelly,  a  pernko^maltcr, 
in  Bell  Yard,  near  Temple  Bar, 
upon  whose  examination  it  ap. 
peared  that  Perrott,  about  a  fort- 
night  after  the  commission  issued 
ilgain&t  him,  sent  to  him  two  large 
boxes,  and  one  hair  trunk)  which 
he  said  contained  wearing  apparel, 
and  desired  that  they  might  be  kept 
for  him  till  he  could  procure  lodg. 
ings  for  himself;  and  that  in  about 
a  week  these  boxes  were  carried  to 
the  last  house  in  a  court  in  Queen 
Square,  Holborn,  which  was  kept 
by  a  woman  whose  name  was  Feme. 
-  In  order  to  pursue  the  track  thus 
gradually  found  Mrs.  Feme  was 
examined  the  28th  of  March  by  the 
commissioners,  who  met  for  that 
purpose ;  when  she  declared  upon 
her  oath  that  she  had  known  the 
bankrupt  about  a  year,  and  that  he 
had  never  put  into  her  possession 
any  bank-notes,  cash,  or  any  other 
effects  whatsoever,  belonging  to 
him,  and  that  she  did  not  know  of 
any  effects  he  had.  Perrott  him. 
self,  being  also  examined  at  the 
same  time,  admitted  his  acquaint- 
ance with  Mrs.  Feme,  but  swore 
that  he  had  deposited  no  part  of 
his  property  with  her,  except  some 
wearing  apparel ;  and  that  the  pa- 
per parcel,  scaled  with  three  seals, 
which  he  told  Thompson  contained 
accounts  of  private  transactions  be- 
tween him  and  one  Holt,  of  New* 
port  Pagnel,  contained  nothing  but 
Ic^tdrs  from  the  fair  sex,  which  he 
had  since  destroyed. 

His  creditors,  however,  still  con. 
tinned  to  treat  him  with  great  le- 
nity, and  Perrott,  in  order  to  faci. 
iitate  his  obtaining*  his  certificate, 
formed  a  design  of  sacrificing  one 
ilfthem  to  the  rest. 

lie  was  indebted  to  Mt.  Edward 


Whtttouf  of  Norlhampton,  la  four 
thousand,,  one  hundred  poimds ;  tm4 
Mr.  Whitton  having  expressed  him* 
self  with  some  warmth  of  rmeBtneak 
upon  hearing  Perrott  was  become  a 
bankrupt, ^t  the  very  time  when  he 
pretended  to  derivcgieat  ad vaolafss 
from  lus  business,  in  order  to  cajole 
Whitton  to  advance  him  more  mo- 
ney, under  the  pretence  of  enlarging 
it,  Perrott  conceived  a  project,  by 
which  he  could  at  once  take  off  the 
weight  of  Mr.  Whitton  as  a  cre- 
ditor, and,  by  lessening  the  loss  of 
Uie  rest,  dispose  them  to  treat  hloi 
more  favorably. 

When  Mr.  Whitton,  tberefore, 
appeared  to  claim  his  diebfc  of  four 
thousand  one  hundred  pounds.  Per. 
rott  pretended  that  no  more  Ibaa 
fifteen  or  eighteen  hondred  pooods 
was  legally  due  to  him,  the  rest  of 
his  demand  being  accamnlated  by 
usury  ai\|i  extortion;  for  that 
Whitton,  whose  ^ebt  was  mooey 
lent,  not  only  charged  ten  per  cent, 
interest  for  the  original  loan,  but 
had  also  charged  interest  apoa  in- 
terest, at  the  same  rate. 

It  is  a  sufficient  refutation  of  this 
wicked  calumny,  in  which  the  most 
flagitious  injustice  was  complicated 
with  the  basest  ingratitude,  to  say 
that  the  eoamiwioners,  after  the 
most  scrupulous  and  deliberate  in- 
quiry, allowed  the  wbok  of  Mr. 
Whitton's  debt,  to  the  satisfiMtloa 
of  all  the  other  creditors  of  Per- 
rott, though  in  direct  opposition 
to  his  own  solemn  and  repeated 
declaration  upon  oath.  It  should 
not,  however,  be  concealed,  that  to 
this  very  Mr.  Whitton  Perrott  was 
principally  indebted  for  his  iiitro- 
duction  into  trade,  for  his  snpport 
in  the  course  of  li,  and  (or  the 
credit  he  afterwards  obtained ;  that 
he  declared  to  several  persons^  that, 
whenever  he  wanted  money,  he 
could  have  i}  of  Mr.  Whitton,  bis 
ikUrest  and  most  valuabU  frtcnd. 
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at  fout  per  Ofnt ;  (hal  PortoHf  to 
Ingraliale  himself  farther  with  this 
<geiltifmao,  made  a  wUl  about  the 
'jear  l?^?^  in  which  he  gave  away 
iwo  thottsaml  poQndsy  and  made 
Mr.  Whitton  hii  execotOFi, though 
he  wte  not  then  worth  odo  ihil- 
Jiog ;  and  gtyled  him  hit  bcti  and 
fkareii  friend^  in  letters  written  so 
iwMy  as  175i,  to  indiieo  him  to 
«ell  oat  stock  at  considerable  loss, 
and  put  the  money  into  his  hands* 
upon  .pretence  that  his  profit  wonla 
«Dalile  him  to  pay  lawful  interest 
for  it,  and  replace  it  whenever  it 
^onld  be  reqaired|  at  whatever 
•pricei. 

.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1760,  the 
forty  .six  days  expired,  which  Per- 
rott  bad,  by  petition,  procured  to 
be  added  to  the  time  limited  for  the 
disclosure  of  his  estate  and  effects, 
and  his  final  examination. 

Oa  this  day,  therefore,  he  ap« 
peared  before  the  commbsioners, 
and  exhibited,  upon,  oath,  an  ac^ 
connt  af  his  effects,  which,  after 
^ving  him  credit  for  all  the  money 
•he  had  paid,  and  making  him  debtor 
for  aTl  the  goods  he  had  sold,  from 
•bia  first  entering  into  trade  to  his 
bankruptcy,  loft  a  deficiency  of  no 
Idia  than  thirteen  thousand,  five 
bttodred,  and  thirteen  pounds.  He 
was  therefore  required  to  declare 
vpon  oath  what  was  become  of 
that  sum ;  to  which  he  replied, 
5  That  he  lost  two  thousand  pounds 
«n  goods  which  he  had  sold  in  the 
4ast  year;  one  thousand  pounds, 
and  upwards,  by  mournings  ;  and 
•that- for  nine  or  ten  years,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  he  had  been  extremely 
extravagaot,  and  spent  large  sums 
of  money/ 

*  As  Perrott,  daring  this  examina- 
tioo,  had  also  sworn  that  he  never 
gUmed,  and  as  the  vast  sum  unac- 
counted for  came  into  his  hands 
only  in  the  last  year»  it  appeared 
scarcely  possible  that  it  should,  in 
that  one  year,  be  dissipated  by  any 


spedfli  of  exiravagaaoe :  Ifaptdls- 
sipated,  it  was  concealed,  and  Per. 
rott,  therefore,  was  the  same  night 
committed  to  Newgate,  for  ^  not 
having  given  satisfactory  answers 
on  his  examination*' 

In  Newgate  he  was  constantly 
visited,  by  Mrs.  Feme,  who  was 
always  elegantly  dressed,  and  came 
in  a  chariot  or  post-chaise,  at- 
tended by  a  servant  in  livery  or  a 
maid-servant,  or  both. 

They  used,  frequently  (o  dress  a 
chop  themselves,  and  Perrott  con- 
descended to  clean  his  own  knives ; 
yet  his  folly  and  improvidence  were 
so  great,  that  at  this  very  time  he 
indulged  himself  and  madam  with 
green  .peas,,  at  five  shillings  a 
quart. 

After  he  had  continued  in  New. 
gate  six  weeks  he  gave  notice  to 
the  commissioners  that  he  would 
give  a  more  satisfactory  account 
of  the  deficiency  in  his  estate  ;  and 
l>eing  therefore  brought  before 
them  on  the  fith  of  June>  1760,  he 
gave  in,  upon  oath,  the  following 
account :— ^ 
Fitting  up  ray  warehouse  in 

Biowbladder  Street,  and 

furnishing  (he  same  .  .  £100 
Rent  and  boy's  wages  during 

my  stay  there  •  •  •  •  100 
Travelling  expenses  during 

the  same 100 

My  own  diet  during  that  time  125 
Clothes,  hats,  wigs,  and  other 

wearing  necessaries  •  •  200 
Fitting  up  my  house  on  Lud. 

gate  Hill  .....  100 
Furnishing  the  same  .  •  •  200 
Housekeeping,    during   my 

stay    there,    with    rent, 

taxes,  and  servants'  wages  2,700 
Clothes,  hats,  wigs,  shoes, 

and  other  wearing  appa-    - 

rel,  during  my  stay  there  720 
Travelling  expenses  during 

my  stay  on  Ludgate  Hill     350 


Carry  forward 


.  4,705 
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Brought  forward    .     £4,705 

Horses,  and  keeping  them, 
saddles,  bridles,  and  far* 
ri'er's  bill,  daring  my  re- 
sidence on  Ludgate  Hill 
and  Blow-bTadder  Street        670 

TaTem  expenses,  coffee- 
honse'expenses,  and  places 
of  diversion,  daring  the 
abof  e  time 920 

Expenses  attending*  the  con- 
nexion I  had  with  the  fair 
dex     •••..•    *  6,550 

Paid  Mr.  Thompson  for  sell, 
ing  goods  by  commission      300 

Forgaye  him  a  debt  in  con- 
sideration of  his  trouble 
and  time,  In  getting  bills 
accepted,  &c 30 

Lost  by  goods  and  mourning  3,000 

Total  jei  5,075 


'To  this  account  he  added  the 
most  solemn  asseveration,  upon 
oath,  that  he  had  not  concealed 
any  part  of  his  estate  and  effects 
whatsoever. 

With  this  account  the  commis- 
sioners being  equally  dissatisfied, 
they  sent  him  back  to  Newgate,  and, 
some  time-  after,  he  petitioned  the 
lord-keeper  to  be  discharged  ;  but 
his  lordship,-  upon  hearing  the  last 
deposition  which  Perrott  thoogbt 
fit  to  annex -to- his  |)et!tion '  read, 
thought  it  so  Infamous,  that  he 
would  not  order  any  attendance 
upon  it.    '  ^ 

As  the  creditors  had  now  no 
doubt  of  ihe  concealment  of  great 
part  of  Perrott's  estate,  they  ad- 
Tertised  a  reward  of  twenty  per 
cent,  for  such  part  of  it  as  should 
be  discovered. 

In  consequence  of  this  advertise- 
ment one  Sarah  Reed  came  before 
the  commissioners,  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1760,  and  deposed  that  she 
Jived  with  Mrs.  Feme  as  a  servant, 
in  the  house  of  one  Mrs.  Trowers, 
in  Brunswick  Row,  Queen  Square, 


tHI  the  last  October ;  that  Perrott 
there  became  acquainted  with  Mrt. 
Feme,  and  soon  after  took  her  to 
Derby,  and  at  her  return  made  her 
a  present  of  ten  guineas  in  a  parse. 
That  the  deponent,  in  February, 
1760,  went  to  pay  a  visit  td  Mrs. 
Feme,  and  was  backwards  and 
forwards  about  a  fortnight ;'  tliat, 
daring  thra time,  Mrs.  Feme,  befog 
about  to  ^o  out,  returned  in  great 
haste  to  lock  a  bureau,  saying  there 
was  ^ve  hundred  pounds  In  it^ 
which  the  deponent  belieres  to  i)e 
Perrott's  property,  becaase  Mrk 
Feme  had  been  frequently  lo  dis. 
tressed  for  money  as  to  employ  the 
deponent  to  pawn  her  wearing  ap. 
parel  to  discharge'her  rent*  That, 
about  this  time,  one  Catharine 
Bowen,  then  servant  to  Mrs.  Feme, 
told  the  deponent  that  Mrs.  Feme 
had  given  her  a  parcel  of  papers, 
and  desired  her  to  hide  them,  which 
she  did,  behind  the  pictures  and 
glasses  in  Mrs.  Ferne*s  apartments ; 
that  they  were  so  given  her  to  iude 
because  Perrott's  assignees  were 
expected  to  search  the  rooms.  She 
deposed,  also,  that,  about  a  week 
before  Perrott  and  Feme  were 
summoned  to  their  examination, 
she  went  up  with  Catharine  Bo  wen 
into  the  garret,  where  Bowen  took 
up  a  cushion  that  lay  in  a  great 
chair,  and  took  out  a  packet  of 
papers 'Sealed  with  three  seals,  and 
tied  with  packthread  which  pa- 
pers Bowen  said  she  believed  to  be 
bank-notes,  and  replaced  where  slie 
found  them.  That,  after  Permtt 
and  Feme  were  gone  before  tht 
commissioners,  she  and  Bowen  went 
to  look  for  the  papers,  and  they 
were  gone;  and,  apon  going  to 
Mrs.  Feme's  dressing-room,  found 
it  locked,  which  it  nerer  usod  to 
be,  and  of  which  she  took  the 
greater  notice,  as  she,  Bowen,  had 
received  orders  that,  if  any  persons 
should  come  to  search  the  apart^ 
ments,  they  should  be  shown  those 
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of  Perrott  only,  and  not  (hone  of 
Forne. 

•  However  strange  it  may  appear 
(bat  a  person  intrusted  with  bank- 
notes  to  a  great  value  shonid  give 
them  to  a  sertant-maid  to  hide 
niider  cushions  and  behind  pic. 
turesv  and,  without  any  apparent 
motive,  not  only  risk  the  loss  of 
slich  notes  by  the  dishonesty  of  the 
servant,  hut  trust  her  with  a  secret 
of  equal  importance,  by  telling  her 
they  were  secrptcd  from  a  search 
expected  to  be  made  by  the  injured 
creditors  of  a  bankrupt,  yet  there 
was  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that 
this  witness  had  seen  a  paper  par- 
cel, sealed  with  three  seals,  which 
appeared  to  have  been  secreted,  or 
that  this  parcel  was  any  other  than 
that  H  hich  Perrott  had  intrusted  to 
the  care  of  Thompson,  and  con. 
cerning  which  he  had  already  given 
dilTcrent  and  inconsistent  accounts. 
in  order  to  trace  this  important 
parcel  still  farther,  Catharine  13owon 
was  aUo  summoned,  and  examined  ; 
and  though  she  denied  that  Mrs. 
Feme  ever  gave  her  any  papers  to 
hide,  or  that  she  ever  pretended  she 
had  so  done;  yet  she  admitted  that, 
as  she  was  brushing  a  chair  in  the 
^rrct,  she  found  such  a  paper  par* 
eel,  which  she  put  there  again ; 
that  she  was  then  alone ;  and  that, 
about  a  week  afterwards,  the  same 
parcel  was  found  out  by  Sarah 
Ueed,  but  she  knows  not  by  what 
means;  that  they  conversed  toge. 
ther  about  it,  and  said  to  each 
other  that  they  believed  it  con* 
tained  something  of  value ;  that  she 
and  Reed  went  up  to  look  for  it 
some  time  afterwards,  and  it  was 
gone ;  and,  going  io  seek  farther  in 
Mrs.^  Ferness  dressing-room,  they 
found  the  door  locked,  which  was 
unusual. 

These  depositions  of  Reed  and 
Bowen  sufficiently  coincide  to  leave 
no  doubt  of  a  concealment,  nor  of 

VOL.  II. 


the  place  where  It  was  made ;  y^i 
these  circumstances  were  not  suffi.. 
cient  to  enable  the  assignees  legally 
to  avail  themselres  of  the  powers 
with  which  tliey  had  been  invested,, 
to  apply  for  search-warrants,  or 
prefer  bills  of  indictment. 

Nothing  farther  was  therefore 
done  in  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings, except  making  an  order  for 
the  dividend  of  five  shillings  in  the 
pound,  till  the  September  follow- 
ing, when  Perrott  caused  himself 
to  be  brought  up  by  a  habeas  cor- 
pus before  J^rd  Mansfield,  in  onler 
to  be  discharged;  but  his  lordship, 
afcer  having  examined  the  affair, 
declared  that  the  commissioners  had 
done  wisely  and  honestly,  in  com. 
milting  the  bankrupt  to  prison ; 
and  that  there  he  should  remain  till 
he  had  answered  the  questions  they 
propounded  to  him  to  their  satis. . 
faction. 

Perrott,  however,  on  the  17th 
day  of  December  following,  peti- 
tioned the  lord. keeper  a  second 
time,  alleging  that  he  had  finished 
and  signed  his  fiual  examination,  a? 
by  law  required,  before  such  ques- 
tion had  been  propounded ;  and 
that,  having  sworn  he  had  made  no 
concealment,  the  commissioners  had 
no  right  to  confine  him. 

When  the  matter  of  this  petition 
was  heard  before  the  lord-keeper, 
he  directed  that  the  validity  of  the 
warrant  upon  which  Perrott  was 
committed,  which  was  a  question 
of  law,  should  be  determined  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench. 

This  point  was  accordingly  ar« 
gued  in  the  Court  of  King's  licnch, 
before  which  Perrott  was  once 
more  brought  up  by  habeas  corpus, 
and  the  Court  was  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  warrant  was  legal, 
and  therefore  remanded  him  to 
prison. 

On  the  13th  of  March  the  lord- 
keeper  dismissed  the  petition,  and 
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dedared  himself  to  be  of  the  same 
opinion  with  the  Coart  of  King's 
Bench. 

Perrott  hoped  to  pro?e  that,  by 
the  laws  in  force  concerning  bank- 
nipU,  the  commissioners  were 
obliged  to  receire  as  true  whatever 
the  bankrupt  should  think  proper 
to  swear  at  his  final  examination , 
and  that  thej  have  afterwards  no 
power  of  commitment ;  but,  findiog 
himself  disappointed,  he  submitted 
to  another  examination  ;  and  being 
brought  before  the  commissioners 
on  the  Slst  of  March,  and  asked 
the  same  question,  he  ga?e  an  ac- 
count of  his  becoming  acquainted 
with  one  Sarah  Powell,  otherwue 
Tajlor,  about  six  years  before, 
with  whom  he  continued  an  inti* 
mate  acquaintance  till  he  became  a 
bankrupt,  but  who  died  soon  after, 
as  he  was  informed  about  ten 
months  ago,  while  he  was  a  pri. 
soner  in  Newgate;  and  he  deli, 
-vered  in  an  account,  upon  oath,  of 
his  having  remitted  to  this  woman, 
from  Christmas,  1758>  to  Christmas^ 
1759,  (though  she  was,  during  that 
time,  by  hb  own  account,  dying  of 
a  consumption,  and  was,  for  that 
reason,  in  the  country,  sometimes 
at  Wey bridge,  in  Surrey,  and  some* 
times  at  Bath,)  no  less  a  sum  than 
fire  thousand  pounds  in  cash  and 
bank-notes,  which  he  had  received 
of  Thompson  for  the  goods  that  ho 
employed  him  to  sell ;  at  the  same 
time  confessing  that,  before  this 
time,  she  had  never  cost  him  more 
than  one  hundred  pounds  a  year* 

When  he  was  asked  whether  this 
woman,  whom  he  supplied  with  no 
less  than  five  thousand  pounds  in 
one  year,  kept  any  carriage,  he 
said  he  could  not  tell.  When  in. 
terrogated  by  what  servants  she 
was  attended,  he  answered  ^  By  a 
man  and  a  maid,  whose  names  he 
never  knew ;'  and  he  also  declared 
,that^  though  he  saw  her  after  her 


return  from  Ba^,  and  perceived 
she  was  past  hopes  of  recovegr^  bo 
never  asked  her  how  she  intended 
to  dispose  of  her  effeets,  nor  did  he 
desire  any  person  to  attentl  her  as  a 
physician  or  apothecary  in  her  last 
illness,  or  even  know  by  whom  she 
was  attended;  that  he  vulted  her  at 
her  lodgings  in  streets,  the  names 
of  which  he  had  entirely  forgotten ; 
and  that  ho  directed  many  letters 
to  her  he  does  not  know  where: 
but  he  said  that  the  paper  parcel 
with  three  seals  contained  several 
of  her  letters,  which  he  had  since 
burnt;  and  that  he  did  not  disclose 
these  particulars  before,  because  it 
was  her  dying  request  that  he 
should  not. 

As  this  account  was  in  evcry^  re- 
spect incredible  and  absurd,  the 
commissioners  sent  him  back  to 
Newgate,  for  the  same  reason  as 
they  first  committed  him. 

Not,  however,  to  suffer  the  in- 
credibility even  of  this  account  to 
rest  upon  its  own  extravagance  and 
inconsistency,  an  inquiry  was  made 
after  this  Sarah  Powell ;  and  it  was 
discovered,  by  information  of  un- 
doubted credit,  that  her  true  name 
was  Rachel  Sims  ;  that  she  was  the 
daughter  of  a  tradesman  at  Devizes, 
in  Wiltshire,  and  bad  been  in  keep* 
ing,  and  was  deserted,  when  she 
first  became  acquainted  with  Per- 
rott; that  she  took  the  name  of 
Powell  because  Pcrrott's  linen  waa 
marked  with  a  P. ;  that  he  also 
went  by  the  name  of  Powell,  and 
passed  for  her  husband  at  m/my 
houses  and  lodgings  in  town  and 
country ;  that  she  contracted  a 
habit  of  drinking,  which  was  the 
cause  of  her  death;  that  she  had 
just  reason  to  complain  of  Per* 
rott's  parsimony ;  and  ihat^  when 
she  died,  she  did  not  leave  monejr 
enough  to  bury  her. 

Perrott,  however,  scru|>Ied  not, 
upon  the  merit  of  the  answer^  falsa 
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and  locredlble  as  it  wa«,  tocskwt^ 
hkBself  again  to  ^  brouglit  bj 
babeM  eorpus  into  tho  Court  of 
King's  Iknch,  to  be  itischarged ; 
nor  did  the  Court  make  any  scruple 
to  order  him  back  from  whence  be 
eaaae* 

.  Bnt  Perrott  was  nok  jet  diseoiu 
raged)  aad,  hoping  for  better  sac« 
<et6  in  another  court,  he  brought 
an  action  Into  the  Connnon  Pleas 
against  the  commissioners,  for  false 
imprisonment. 

In  the  meaa  time  a  reward  df 
forty  per  cent*  was  offered  by  ad- 
▼crtisei^ts,  often  repeated,  for 
the  disco? ery  of  any  pari  of  Per. 
rott's  estate,  but  witbout  effect. 
It  happened,  however,  that  as  Mr. 
Hewitt,  one  of  Perrott's  assignees, 
was  walking  one  rooming  last  June 
vpoB  the  terrace  in  Lincoln's  Inn 
Gardens,  be  observed  a  woman 
Icamng  over  the  wall,  wbo  had 
aonetking  so  disconsolate  and  for- 
lorn in  bcr  appearance,  that  he 
could  not  resist  his  curiosity  to 
speak  to  her.  Upon  inquiring 
what  was  the  cause  of  her  present 
apparent  dbtrcss,  she  told  kirn  that 
she  had  been  turned  out  of  her  ser* 
Tice  by  one  Mrs.  Feme,  and  that 
she  knew  not  where  to  go.  The 
name  of  Feme  indiediately  ren- 
dered bis  curiosity  interested  in  a 
high  degree,  and  be  sent  her  ta 
Mr.  Cobb,  who  was  clerk  under 
Perrott's  comjpissioo,  to  gU  her 
examined* 

The  examinatioi^  of  this  woman, 
whose  name  was  Mary  Harris,  was 
taken  before  Justice  Fiehiing,  oa 
the  33d  of  June,  1761,  and  was  to 
this  effect  ^— That  she  had  known 
Mrs.  Feme  about  fonr  years ;  that, 
when  she  first  knew  ber,  she  was 
just  coma  from  the  ser? ice  of  Mrs. 
JSerman,  at  the  Tea-chest,  in  Wat- 
ling  Street,  anil  lodged  at  one  Jef- 
ferson's, a  grocer,  in  Shtra  Lane, 
Temple  Dar,  where  the  deponent 


also  lodged,  and  was  her  bedfellow  ; 
tliat  ber  parents  were  poor  people^ 
who  had  a  little  farm  in  Derbyshic«y 
of  about  thirty  potsnda  a  3fear,-  and 
that  Feme  herself  wat  without  mo- 
ney,  atid  in  great  want  of  dothea 
aad  other  necessaries :  that  in  the 
month  of  Februarj  then  last  (1761) 
Feme  called  upon  the  deponent 
at  her  lodgings,  and  innted  her  to 
eome  to  see  her;  that  she  went  to 
sec  her  the  next  day,  and  agreed  to 
U?e  with  her  as  a  servant 

That  accordingly  she  went  into 
her  service  on  the  5tb  of  March, 
and  continued  in  it  till  the  4th  of 
June  following;  that  during  thai 
time  she  had  frequent  discourset 
about  one  John  Perrott,  a  bank* 
rupt,  and  had  often  seen  a  nnmber 
of  bank-notes  in  her  possession, 
to  the  amount  of  four  thcnuand 
pounds.  That  she  told  her  aQ  Isr 
fortane  was  owing  to  a  person  whoso 
picture  she  showed,  which  she  af- 
terwards knew  to  be  that  of  Per* 
rott ;  that  she  went  daily  with  her 
mistress  to  Newgate,  where  she 
often  heard  him  and  her  mistress 
discourse  how  they  would  live 
when  he  got  his  discharge. 

Once,  in  particular,  her  mistress 
told^  Perrott  that  the  house  of  Sir 
John  Smith,  Bart,  in  Queen  Square^ 
was  to  be  sold ;  upon  which  Perrott 
said,  *  My  dear,  have  you  a  anad 
for  it  ?'  She  replied  *  Ifes,  I  cm 
get  it  for  eight  or  nine  hundred 
pounds.'  And  be  answered,  <  Mj 
life,  if  you  have  a  mind  for  It,  I 
should  like  it  above  all  placea  ia 
the  world ;'  and  m  eonsequenee  at 
this  conversation  Ferae  went  and 
bid  nine  htmdred  and  fifty  poanda 
for  the  house,  and  tdok  the  half 
of  a  bank-note  of  oae  tlyonsand 
pounds  to  pay  for  it,  though  she 
did  not  buy  It;  and  toM  the  dia- 
ponetit  that  tho  other  half  of  the 
note  was  In  tha  haada  of  Perrott, 
aad  that  she  frcqaantlj  cat  bahk- 
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notcf ,  aad  kept  half,  and  gave  Per- 
rott  half,  who  kept  an  account  of 
them.  ^ 

In  consequeTice  of  this  informa- 
t4on,  Feme's  apartments,  which 
were  Tery  ezpensiTely  furnished,  in 
particular  with  a  chamber.organ, 
were  searched  by  virtue  of  Justice 
Fielding's  warrant ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  Perrott's  rooms  in  Newgate, 
by  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  the 
commissioners. 

In  Feme's  possession  were  found 
the  half  of  four  bank-notes,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  pounds,  and  the  corresponding 
halves  were  found  at  the  bottom  of 
Perrott's  trunk,  hid,  or  sewed  up 
very  carefully  in  a  piece  of  rag,  to- 
gether with  the  signed  moiety  of 
another  bank-note  for  one  thousand 
pounds. 

Upon  this  discovery  Feme  was 
carried  before  the  justice,  and  ex- 
amined concerning  the  bank-notes, 
when  she  insisted  they  were  her 
own^ property,  and  received  from 
gentlemen,  as  a  gratuity  for  fa- 
vours ;  but  these  very  notes  were, 
by  the  indefatigable  diligence  of 
those  concerned,  traced  back  as 
4he  identical  notes  paid  to  Thomp. 
son  for  goods  which  he  sold  on 
Perrott's  account. 

After  some  subsequent  examina- 
tions of  Mrs.  Fcrne,  and  of  one 
Martin  Matthias,  and  one  Pye 
Donkin,  who  acted  as  attorneys 
for  Perrott  (which  examinations  all 
lend  to  prove  that  Perrott  had  de- 
posited notes  to  a  great  value  in 
Feme's  hands,  and  to  expose  the 
shameless  perjury  of  Feme,}  all 
proceedings  were  suspended  till  the 
trial  in  September,  1761,  when  it 
bdng  proved  that  the  notes  found 
iu  the  possession  of  Feme  and 
Perrott  were  the  produce  of  Per. 
rott*$  estate,^  be  was  convicted,  and 
received  sentence  of  death. 

Fr<m  the  time  of  his  iiaving  been 


charged  with  a  capital  offence  he 
was  put  into  irons ;  yet  he  seemed 
healthy  and  cheerful,*  and  expressed 
great  confidence  of  being  acquitted. 

After  his  conviction  he  was  re- 
moved from  his  chamber  to  a  cell, 
where  he  contracted  a  cold  and 
hoarseness,  and  became  fretful) 
quenilons,  and  impatient.  He 
had,  however,  even  then,  formed 
a  scheme  of  escaping  from  prison*; 
and  a  party  of  sailors  were  hired 
to  come  and  rescue  him  in  the  day- 
time, when  brought  down  from  the 
cells  to  the  chapel,  by  securing  the 
turnkey  at  the  gate,  forcing  the 
keys  from  him,  and  then  carrying 
off  the  prisoner.  To  facilitate  the 
execution  of  this  project,  Perrott 
complained  that  the  public  prayers 
were  not  so  frequent  as  they  ought 
to  be,  and  was"  very  zealoos  to  at- 
tend oftcnerat  chapel;  but,  some 
intelligence  having  been  given  to 
Mr.  Akcrman  that  a  rescue  was 
intended,  orders  were  sent  down 
that  he  should  be  more  closely  con- 
fined, and  not  permitted  to  be  out 
of  his  cell  any  longer  than  during 
divine  service:  the  Ordinary  al^o 
received  a  hint  not  to  visit  him 
more  than  once  a  day,  and  at  un- 
certain hours. 

He  was  often  urged  to  make^ 
full  disclosure  of  his  effects,  great 
part  of  which  were  still  concealed  ; 
but  he  obstinately  refused  it,  say- 
ing he  was  to  die,  and  that  was 
atonement  sufficient  for  the  wrongs 
he  had  committed. 

When  he  was  told  the  dead  war- 
rant was  come  down  he  did  not 
betray  such  agony  of  confusion 
and  terror  as  is  generally  expressed 
on  such  an  occasion,  but  said  ^  The 
will  of  God  be  done.'  He  per- 
formed such  devotion  and  heard 
such  instruction  as  are  common  to 
persons  in  his  unhappy  circum* 
stances. 

He .  was,  in  consequence  of  his 
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•wn  request)  TliUed  the  day  before 
his  death  bj  his  assignees,  to 
whom,  howe? er,  he  refused  to  an- 
swer particular  questions  relating 
to  his  estate,  giTing  as  a  reason, 
that  be  had  receiTed  the  sacrament. 
Tbb  reason  for  isnswering  no  ques- 
tions  seems  to  prore  that  he  had 
secretly  determined  not  to  disclose 
his  estate  by  answering  truly ;  be- 
cause, in  this  case,  he  ayoided  the 
crime  of  falsehood  by  being  silent ; 
though  otherwisef  his  answer  would 
hafc  coincided  with  erery  part  of 
Christian  duty  ;  and  his  having  re- 
ceiTed the  sacrament  would  rather 
hare  been  a  reason  for  his  answer- 
ing them  than  not. 

On  the  morning  of  his  execution 
he  confessed  the  justice  of  his  sen- 
tence, and  acknowledged  the  in- 
jury  he  had  .done  to  his  benefactor, 
Mr.  Whitton,  and  asked  his  for- 
giToness.  He  expressed  great  soli- 
citude about  what  should  become 
of  his  body,  desiring  that  it  might 
bo  buried  in  the  church  of  the  place 
where  he  was  born.  To  this  he 
added  another  request,  which  was 
much  more  rational :  ho  desired 
that  the  time  might  be  enlarged  in 
the  chapel,  and  shorrened  at  the 
place  of  execution.  He  was  in 
chapel  therefore  from  eight  to  three 
quarters  after  nine ;  the  next  half- 
hour  was  employed  in  knocking 
off  his  irons ;  about  ten  minutes 
more  were  spent  in  taking  lea?e  of 
hit  fellow-con?ict,  one  Lee,  who 
was  condemned  for  forgery;  and 
about  a  quarter  after  ten  he  ap- 
peared,  pale  and  trembling,  at  the 
door  of  the  press-yard,  and  was 
immediately  put  into  the  cart« 


As  he  was  executed  in  Smithfield 
his  journey  was  not  far  ;  yet  he 
often  looked  round  with  a  kind  of 
wild  eagerness  and  despair,  com- 
mon to  those  in  his  situation,  who 
consider  erery  thing  they  look  upon 
as  an  object  which  they  shall  never 
more  behold. 

When  he  stood  up  under  the 
gallows  he  expressed  yet  greater 
horror  and  despair^  but  soon  reco- 
vered some  degree  of  fortitude; 
and,  when  the  Ordinary  first  came 
into  the  cart  to  him,  he  found  him 
looking  about,  inquiring  after  his 
hearse,  which  he  was  soon  satisfied 
was  at  hand :  he  then  sent  a  red 
checked  handkerchief  to  Lee  by  a 
person  present,  saying  he  had  pro- 
mised it  for  a  token ;  this,  however, 
the  wretch  who  received  it  never 
delivered.  After  this  his  mind 
seemed  more  composed ;  and  some 
prayers  being  repeated,  in  which  he 
seemed  to  join  with  great  ardour,' 
he  was,  about  eleven  o'clock,  No- 
vember the  11th,  1761,  turned 
off. 

He  appears,  by  two  letters, 
which  are  printed  in  the  account  of 
him,  published  under  the  inspection 
of  his  assignees,  to  have  had  an  in- 
elegant, an  illiterate,  and  in  every 
respect  a  contemptible  low  under- 
standing ;  yet,  as  is  very  common 
with  such  characters,  he  had  a  k|nd 
of  low  cunning,  which,  like  that  of 
a  lunatic,  is  always  employed  for 
an  ill  purpose;  and  which,  not 
being  sufficiently  uniform  in  itself^ 
and  extensive  with  respect  to  its 
objects,  is  always  untimely  disap- 
pointed. 


JOHN  SMITH  AND  ROBERT  MAYNE, 

EXECUTED  FOR   A  MUTINY  ON  BOARD  TUB  KiNa  QEORGB« 


On  the.  trial  of  these  men,  along 
with  five  more  of  the  crew,  it  ap- 
pouned  tbmt  disputes  arose  on  board 


the  King  George,  a  fine  privateer, 
of  thirty-two  guns  and  tWo  hun- 
dred men/  commanded  by  Gaptaio 
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Reed^  and  crubiog  against  the  ene- 
mies of  the  country,  concemiog 
some  prize  wine,  which  wa^  slowed 
in  tl^e  hold,  some  of  the  crew  in- 
sistlng  00  its  being  hoisted  up  to  be 
used  for  the  whole  ship's  compuny*. 
This  would  ha? e  been  attended,  in 
their  then  situation,  with  both  difli- 
cuky  and  dangeti  and  was  conse. 
quentij  opposed  by  Captain  Reed 
and  his  officers* 

Thus  disappointed,  a  iactiotts 
dsicontented  set  cndea?ored  to 
corrupt  the  remainder,  who  soon 
gained  over  so  formidable  a  party, 
that  they  determined  to  seize  the 
ship,  and  turn  pirates  in  the  Indian 
seas.  In  order  to  this,  off  Cape 
Ortugal,  the  mutineers  demanded 
the  keys  of  the  arm-chests,  on  the 
refusal  of  which  they  drove  the 
captain  aud  officers  into  the  cabin. 

They  then  placed  a  guard  at  tlie 
door,  and  brought  a  nine-pouuder 
carriage^un,  loaded  with  round 
and  grape  shot,  to  fire  among  the 
officers ;  but  were  prevailed  upon 
to  de!»ist  by  the  entreaties  of  Mr* 
Gardener,  the  sailing  master. 

To  him  they  offorcHl  the  command 
of  the  ship,  acquainting  him  with 
their  intention  of  steering  for  the 
East  Indies;  but  on  his  refusal 
they  put  him  under  a  guard,  and 
took  the  ship  into  their  own  care, 
until  they  had,  for  want  of  skill, 
nearly  lost  both  the  ship  and  thera- 
teWei.  ,  They  then  released  Mr. 
Gardener,  and  gave  him  the  helm ; 
when  he  steered  into  Camarinas,  in 


Spain,  where  most  of  the  osntinaoft 
took  to  the  boats,  and  made  their 
escape. 

Such  as  were  apprehended  were 
brought  to  trial ;  and  tho«gb  two 
more,  viz.  Thomas  Baldwin  and 
Laureaco  Tierman,  were  fonnd 
guilty,  yet  Smith  and  Mayne  only 
were  executed,  who  were  the  ring* 
leaders  of  the  mutiny.  They  s«f. 
fered  at  Execution  Dock,  May  the 
10th,  176^ 

They  were  both  Irishmen,  and 
Roman  Catholics,  and  were  at« 
tended  by  a  priest  of  that  religien. 

A  few  years  after  this  affair  a 
mutiny  broke  out  among  the  crew 
of  the  Namur,  of  ninety  goni. 
Fifteen  were  found  gnilty,  and 
ordered  to  be  hanged.  They  were 
brought  for  execution  on  board 
the  Royal  Ann,  with  halters  round 
their  necks,  and,  while  waiting  (er 
the  fatal  guu  being  ired,  were  told 
that  his  majesty  had  pardoned  foar* 
teen  of  them,  but  one  of  themmuit 
die ;  and  they  were  ordered  to  cast 
lots. 

How  exquisite  must  have  been 
the  feelings  of  these  miserable  men 
at  the  awful  moment  of  deciding  on 
the  fate  of  one  I  The  faUl  lot  fell 
upon  the  second  man  that  dreW| 
Matthew  M^Cao,  who  was  soon 
run  up  to  the  yand-arm,  where  tks 
body  hung  nearly  an  hour* 

The  pa^oned  seamen  were  tum^ 
ed  over  to  the  Grafton  and  the  Sao* 
derland,  under  sailing  orders  for  the 
East  Indies. 


JOHN  PLACKETT, 

EXECUTED  rOR  UOOBERY. 


John  Plackitt  was  the  son  of 
poor,  but  honest  and  industrious 
people,  liTing  at  Islington,  who 
placed  him  at  a  charity-school, 
wheqee  he  was  apprenticed  to  Mr. 
PnUen,  wheelwright,  of  St.  John's 
Street. 


He  absconded  from  his  master 
before  four  years  of  his  apprentice- 
ship were  expired,  and  entered  on 
board  a  man  of  war.  Hi^  cbarsc* 
teres  a  sailor  was  unexceptionable; 
but,  when  the  ship  was  paid  off,  h* 
contracted  an  aeqnaintanos  with  a 
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muDber  of  dissolute  people;  hhI, 
haTiBg  soon  spent  his  wages  in 
scenes  of  riot  and  dissipation,  he 
commenced  footpad. 

HaTing  subsisted  some  time  by 
Hw  commission  of  robberies  on  the 
bighwaf)  be  broke  into  a  hovse 
■ear  Hockley^in^the^Hole,*  and 
stole  a  qoantity  of  kitchen  furoi* 
lure;  for  which  offence  he  was  tried 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  sentenced  to 
seren  years'  transportation. 

Soon  after  the  eipiration  of  (he 
term  of  his  exWe  Plackett  returned 
to  England,  and  committed  se?eral 
robberies  between  Islington  aqd 
London* 

On  the  10th  of  Jone  Plackett 
was  drinking  with  some  sailors 
daring  the  greatest  part  of  the  day, 
•t  a  pablic  house  in  Wapping ;  and 
about  twehe  at  night  he  left  them, 
tridi  the  intention  of  committing  a 
fobbery. 

The  same  night,  Mr«  Fayne,  a 
Norway  merchant,  was  retorolng 
from  the  Danish  Cofiee^house,  in 
Welklose  Square,  where  he  had' 
spent  the  evening  with  some  friends^ 
to  his  lodgings  in  Shadwell ;  when, 
losing  bis  way,  he  inquired  of  a 
liackney«>coachman  the  road  to 
SbadweU :  but,  as  he  spoke  rery 
Mifferent  English,  the  man  couhl 
not  understand  him,  and  he  pre* 
sentiy  applied  for  the  same  purpose 
to  another  hackney.coachman ;  at 
which  Instant  Phckett  came  up, 
and  made  signs  for  Mr.  Fayne  to 
follow  him,  saying  he  was  going  to 
Liosehouse* 

They  walked  together  through 
many  streets  and  obscikre  lanes  and 
passages,  till  they  came  into  the 
fields ;  when  Mr.  Fayne  observed 
that  they  could  not  be  in  the  right 
road ;  but  the  other  pretended  not 
to  understand  him.  They  pro. 
ceedcd  to  the  fields  near  Islington, 
when  Mr.  Fayne  became  greatly 
*  )ldw^ll«d  Bftck  Hill,  lM4iitg  from 


alarmed,  and  expressed  much  un- 
easiness, for  which,  indeed,  he  had 
sufficient  cause,  for  his  treacherous 
companion,  going  behind  him, 
struck  him  a  violent  blow  on  the 
back  of  his  head,  which  occasioned 
him  to  fall  to  the  ground. 

The  unfortunate  gentleman  lay 
for  some  time  in  a  state  of  total 
insensibility ;  but,  upon  recovoriog 
the  use  of  his  faculties,  he  found 
himself  entirely  naked,  and  per* 
ceived  Plackett  standing  near  him, 
with  his  clothes  and  his  pocket* 
book  in  his  hands.  In  a  few  mU 
nutes  Plackett  made  off  with  his 
booty,  which,  exclusive  of  his 
cipthes,  did  not  amount  to  muck 
more  than  a  guinea  and  a  halL 

The  loss  of  blood  rendered  Mr. 
Fayne  so  exceedingly  weak  that  It 
was  with  great  difficulty  he  rose 
and  got  to  a  dry  ditch,  where  he 
had  not  been  long  before  ho  per- 
ceived  a  light  at  the  turnpike^ 
house  in  the  City  Road,  and,  as 
well  as  his  weak  condition  would 
permit,  he  crept  to  the  spot  The 
gate.keeper  readily  admitted  him, 
put  him  into  his  own  bed,  and  at- 
tended him  during  the  night  with 
such  assiduity  and  tenderness  as 
proved  him  to  be  a  man  of  great 
humanity. 

Mr.  Fayne  was  attended  the 
next  morning  by  Mr.  Godman^  a 
surgeon ;  and  that  gentleman  being 
conversant  both  in  the  French  and 
irfitin  languages,  he  received  a  par. 
ticular  account  of  the  cruel  treat- 
ment his  patient  had  experienced  on 
the  preceding  night. 

Soon  after  the  robbery  and  cruel 
treatment  of  ^.  Fayne  informa- 
tion of  the  affair  was  given  before 
Mr.  Justice  Welch,  who  advertised 
ft  reward  for  apprehending  the  of- 
fender ;  uid  in  a  few  days  he  was 
taken  at  his  lodgings  in  dray's  Inn 
Lane.  The  shift  that  Mr.  Fayne 
Leather  fiaiie,  Holbotn,  le  Glcrkenwsll. 
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wore  when  he  was  robbed  was- 
found  ID  PlackcU's  room  ;  and  the 
person  was  traced  to  whom  he  had 
sold  the  clothes. 

Plackott  being  taken  before  the 
magistrate  for  examination,  the  cti. 
dence  against  him  was  deemed  suffix 
cient  to  pot  him  on  his  trial,  and  he 
was  therefore  committed  to  Cierk- 
enwell  Bridewell. 

Piackett  solicited  to  be  admitted 
an  evidence  for  the  crown  against 
a  number  of  accomplices,  bat  was 
denied ;  and  he  afterwards  acknow^ 
ledged  that  no  person  was  concern. 
ed  with  him  in  the  robbery  of  Mr. 
Fayne,  and  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  gif e  information  against 
any  offender. 

At  the  next  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  Piackett  was  sentenced  to 
be  handed,  and  his  body  to  be  hung 
in  chains. 

tie  regularly  attended  diyine  ser- 
▼ice  in  the  chapel,  and  behaved 
with  a  decency  becoming  his  un. 
bappy  situation)  during  the  time 
that  he  remained  in  Newgate. 

The  place  appointed  for  the  exe- 
cution of  Piackett  was  near  the 
City  Road ;  and,  when  he  arrived 
there,  be  pointed  to  the  spot  where 
he  had  robbed  Mr.  Fayne,  saying 
his  soul  was  struck  with  horror 
wJien  he  reflected  upon  hb  cruelty 
to  that  gentleman. 

Observing  his  uncle  among  the 
crowd,  he  called  to  him,  and,  pulU 
iog  a  ring  from  his  finger,  offered 
it  to  him ;  but  it  was  some  time  be- 
fore he  could  prevail  upon  the  uncle 
to  accept  it. 

He  behaved  with  great  decency 
and  contrition,  praying  with  the 
minister  near  three  quarters  of  an 


hour.  A  little  before  he  was  turned 
off  he  called  for  silence,  and,  in  an 
audible  voice,  made  the  following 
confession :—  > 

^  The  first  robbery  I  committed 
was  on  a  young  woman  on  the  long 
causeway,  Islington,  about  sixteen 
years  ago  ;  the  second  was  oa  a 
man  in  Jenning's  Field,  in  the  same 
town ;  the  next  was  stealing  a  cop. 
per  from  Mr.  Beazley,  in  St.  John'i 
Street,  for  which  f  was  transported 
for  seven  years  ;  but  1  staid  in  the 
plantations  fourteen.  After  my  re. 
turn  to  England  I  Stole  a  silver 
watch  and  a  gown  from  roy  unde's 
house;  and  the  last  was  the  fatal 
robbery  on  the  Danish  young  gen. 
tieman,  for  which  I  most  deservedly 
suffer. 

*  All  the  above  robberies  I  com- 
mitted by  myself,  and  no  person 
was  ever  concerned  with  mc.  This 
I  solemnly  declare,  as  I  expect 
mercy  from  God,  before  whom  I 
am  now  going  to  appear.' 

He  was  turned  off,  July  281b, 
*  176^,  amidst  an  amazing  concourse 
of  people  ;  and,  while  hanging,  the 
rails  dn  the  footway  of  the  City 
Road  were  forced  down  by  the 
pressure  of  the  crowd,  and  a  great 
number  of  people  fell  into  a  trian- 
gular  hollow,  formed  by  the  meet, 
ing  of  the  City  and  Goswell  Street 
Roads;  by  which  accident  many 
were  very  dangerously  hurt. 

After  hanging  the  usual  time 
the  body  was  cut  down,  and  con- 
veyed to  Finchley  Common,  where 
it  was  put  into  irons,  and  hnng  on 
a  gibbet. 

The  spot  where  he  suffered,^  for 
many  years  afterwards,  was  called 
Plackett's  Common. 


JOHN  KELLO, 

.     EXECUTED  FOtt  FORGERY. 

John  and  Joseph  Kello  were    way  of  business,  in  Houndsditcb, 
th9  sons  of  a  mercer  in  an  extensive    who  placed  John  at  a  gramnar- 
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school  at.Ladlow,  in  Shropshire, 
where  he  attained  a  great  profici- 
encf  in  classical  learning. 

His  edocation  being  completed, 
he  was  articled  to  a  reputable  mer- 
chant; and,  soon  after  (he  expira- 
tion of  his  clerkship,  he  procured 
three  hundred  pounds  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  himself  in  busi- 
ness, with  which  sum  he  embarked 
for  Virginia ;  and,  soon  after  his 
arrival  there,  he  connected  himself 
in  partnership  with  a  person  who 
had  been  some  time  settled  in  that 
colony  in  an  advantageous  branch 
of  traide. 

Joseph  Kello  bad  serred  a  Black- 
well  Hall  factor  some  years  in  the 
capacity  of  a  clerk,  and  in  that 
time  he  contracted  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Cotton,  a 
packer,  of  Aidermanbury,  who  was 
employed  to  do  a  great  deal  of  bu- 
siness for  a  gentleman  named  Par. 
tridge ;  and,  from  frequenting  Mr. 
Cotton *s  house,  Joseph  had  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  seeing  Mr. 
Partridge's  writing,  and  became  ac- 
quainted with  many  of  that  gentle- 
man's commercial  concerns. 

After  a  rei^idence  of  about  three 
years  in  Virginia  John  Kello  re- 
turned to  London,  and  hired  lodg- 
ings in  the  neighborhood  of  Blooms- 
bury  Sjquare  ;  but,  being  addicted  to 
a  life  of  pleasure,  he  soon  found 
himself  in  ?ery  embarrassed  circum- 
stances. 

The  situation  of  Joseph  was  not 
more  eligible  than  that  of  his  bro- 
ther ;  for  he  was  equally  attached 
Co  scenes  of  dissipation  ;  nor  was 
he  more  inclined  than  John  to  in- 
dustry in  his  profession  or  economy 
in  his  expenses. 

With  the  view  of  relieving  them- 
selves from  their  embarrassments, 
they  concerted  a  plan  for  obtaining 
a  thousand  pounds,  by  means  of  a 
forged  draft,  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Partridge;  and  learning  that,  on 
the  ^^^  ^^  August,  he  was  gone  to 


Harlow,  they  determined  to  seiie 
the  opportunity  of  his  absence  for 
carrying  their  villainous  plan  into 
execution. 

Joseph  having  taken  one  of  the 
checks  under  (he  firm  of  Amy  and, 
Staples,  and  Mercer,  from  Mr; 
Cotton's  compting. house,  carried 
it  to  his  brother,  at  the  Red  Lion 
alehouse,  in  Moorfields,  and  there 
filled  pt  up  fn  a  hand  very  nearly  re- 
sembling Mr.  Partridge's  writings 
The  counterfeit  instrument  was  now 
enclosed  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton,' 
purporting  to  be  the  writing  of 
Mr.  Partridge,  desiring  him  to  re- 
ceive the  thousand  pounds  express^ 
ed  in  the  draft  in  one  bank-note^ 
and  leave  it  under  cover  at  the  bar 
of  Sam's  Coffee-house,  directed  for 
Mr.  Rous. 

The  letter  enclosing  (he  counter- 
fcitdraft  was  dispatched  by  a  porter, 
who,  upon  delivering  it,  was  asked 
by  Mr.  Cotton  who  was  his;  emr 
pioyer ;  in  reply  to  which  he  said 
he  had  received  the  letter  from  a 
gentleman  in  the  street,  and  that 
no  answer  was  required. 

The  hand  of  Mr.  Partridge  being 
imitated  with  great  nicety,  Mr. 
Cotton  had  no  suspicion  of  an  in- 
tended fraud,  and  immediately  set 
out  for  the  banker's  house  in  Corn- 
hill,  where  he  presented  the  draft 
to  Mr.  Mercer,  who,  after  check- 
ing him  for  coming  after  the  usual 
hour  of  paying  money,^  paid  the 
thousand. pounds  in  one  bank-note. 

Mr.  Cotton  immediately  went  to 
the  coffee-house,  and  sealed  the 
note  in  a  cover,  which  he  directetl 
to  Mr.  Rous;  but  after  waiting 
about  three  hours,  in  expectation 
of  seeing  the  gentleman,  he  re- 
turned home,  taking  the  note  with 
him,  and  leaving  word  at  the  bar 
for  Mr..  Rous  to  call  art  his  house 
in  Aidermanbury. 

When  Mr.  Cotton  got  home  he 
found  Joseph  Kello  there,  and  men- 
tioned to  him  that,  as  the  sum  Mi% 
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PartrMgo  had  taChorifed  him  to  re- 
oeUe  was  considerAble^  he  jodged 
it  Dot  prudent  to  leave  the  note  at 
the  coffee-house,  lest  some  mistake 
or  accident  thoold  happen. 

Hefeapoa  Joseph  went  to  his 
{brother,  who  was  waiting  at  Sej- 
mour*!  Coffiee-honse,  in  Pope^. 
Iiead  Alley,  whence  they  dispatched 
a  chairman  to  Mr*  Cotton,  with  a 
terbal  message,  as  from  Mr.  Par. 
tridge,  desiring  him  to  idare  the 
Bote  for  Mr*  Rons  at  the  coffee* 
house. 

Joseph  now  returned  to  Mr. 
Cotton ;  and  presently  after  him 
came  the  porter,  and  delivered  his 
message.  Mr.  Cotton  set  out  for 
the  eoffee«hou6e,  being  desirous  of 
giving  the  note  into  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Rous ;  and,  upon  inquiring 
for  a  gentleman  of  that  name,  the 
landlady  said  he  had  been  gone  from 
tile  house  only  a  few  minutes,  but 
had  left  word  that  he  should  return 
In  a  short  time.  John,  who  waited 
to  receive  the  note  under  the  name 
of  Mr.  Rous,  went  out  of  the  house 
upon  observing  that  the  messenger 
did  not  return  alone. 

Mr.  Cotton,  recollecting  Aat 
Mr.  Partridge  had  connexions  to 
trade  with  agentlemannamed  Rous, 
who  lived  at  Hackney,  concluded 
that  he  must  be  the  Mr.  Rous  for 
whom  the  thousand  pounds  were 
Intended ;  and,  after  waiting  at  the 
coffee-house  till  near  midnight,  he 
left  a  note  at  the  bar,  intimating 
that  he  would  the  next  morning 
wait  upon  Mr.  Rous,'  at  Hackney, 
with  the  bank-note. 

Upon  going  home  he  found  Jo- 
•eph  Kello  at  his  house,  and  gave 
him  an  account  of  his  conduct 
Joaeph  Rello  intimated  that  he  was 
appi^ensive  Mr.  Partrdge  would 
be  highly  oisoded  upon  learning 
that  the  note  was  not  delivered  ac- 
cording to  his  order.  Mr.  Cotton, 
however,  still  adhered  to  his  reso^ 
lulioM  of  keeping  the  note  till  he 


could  dispose  of  it  without  hasard  i 
and  he  directly  went  to  the  post- 
office  with  a  letter  to  Mr.  Par« 
tridge,  assigning  reasons  for  his 
conduct  in  the  affair. 

Joseph  slept  at  Mr.  Cotton*! 
that  night ;  and  the  next  morning 
(which  was  Sunday)  he  informed 
his  brother  of  Mr.  Cotton's  design 
of  going  to  Mr.  Rous,  at  Hackney. 
It  was  now  agreed  that  another  let* 
ter,  as  from  Mr.  Partridge,  should 
be  written  to  Mr.  Cotton,  purport- 
ing that  be  (Partridge)  had  received 
notice  by  express  that  Mr.  Rous 
had  not  received  the  note,  and  de- 
siring the  directions  contained  in 
his  former  letter  might  be  Immedi- 
ately  obeyed. 

Thb  letter  they  artfully  sent,  un- 
der cover,  to  Mr.  Partridge's  house ; 
and  that  gentleman's  porter  carried 
it  to  Mr.  Cotton,  who  had  set  out  for 
Hackney,  but  stopped  for  refresh- 
ment at  the  Sun  alehouse,  at  JLion- 
don  Wail,  where  the  porter  found 
him. 

In  consequence  of  the  forged  let- 
ter Mr.  Cotton  Immediately  went 
to  Sam's  Coffee-house,  and  there 
left  the  note  in  a  cover,  directed 
for  Mr.  Rous. 

Joseph,  learning  that  Mr.  Cotton 
had  acted  agreeably  to  the  pre- 
tended order  of  Mr.  Partridge, 
communicated  the  circumstance  to 
his  brother,  who  went  to  thocofiee- 
house,  and  received  the  note  under 
the  name  of  Mr.  iiou«. 

On  the  day  the  note  was  obtained 
by  John,  Mr.  Cotton  and  Joaeph 
dined  together;  after  which  tlM 
brothers  met  by  appointment,  and 
went  into  the  fields  near  Sadler^ 
Wells,  where  the  cover  was  opeaed, 
and  the  endosod  bank-note  taken 
out.  They  then  adjourned  to 
John's  lodgings,  in  Bloomtborf, 
where  it  was  resolved  that  he  abould 
set  out  in  a  post-chaise  for  Bristol, 
in  order  to  procure  cash  for  the 
note;  and  Josetih  borrowed  %m 
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gnoMfts   Cor  hti  expeBfet  on  Ibe 
road. 

Not  being  able  to  obtaia-  the 
momef  at  Bristol,  he  proceeded 
to  Bridg^watcr^  la  Somersetthirei  • 
where  the  clerk  to  the  roceireri^e- 
neral  of  the  land-tax  changed  the 
note.  He  had  no  sooner  receired 
the  cash  than  he  tra? elled  post  to 
London  ^  and  took  up  his  residence 
with  a  woman  of  the  town  in  a 
street  near  Westminster  Abbey. 
He  gave  the  woman  with  whom  he 
cohabited  a  bag.  In  which  was  the 
cash  receired  in  exchange  for  the 
bank-note,  desiring  her  to  take  care 
of  it,  and  saying  it  contained  half- 
pence to  the  amount  of  fife  pounds* 
Joseph  Rello  being  taken  into 
cvstody,  charged  on  suspicion  of 
the  forgery,  he  mUe  use  of  some 
expressions  which  seemed  to  con- 
yey  an  indirect  accusation  against 
his  brother ;  and,  after  ho  had  been 
particularly  questioned  respecting 
the  aflair,  it  was  agreed  to  admit 
him  an  evidence  for  the  crown,  in 
case  of  John  being  apprehended. 

The  postilion  who  had  driren 
JiAuk  to  town  recollected  the  place 
where  he  had  ordered  his  trunk  to 
beconreyed;  and  that  circumstance 
facilitated  the  discovery  of  his  lodg. 
tegs,  where  he  was  taken  into  cus* 
tody  by  Sir  John  Fielding's  men, 
who  recovered  more  than  nine  hun* 
dred  pounds  of  the  money  obtained 
by  means  of  the  counterfeit  draft* 

John  Kello  being  brought  to  trial 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  his  brother's  evi. 
dence  was  exceedingly  strong,  and 
supported  by  a  great  number  of 
Gorroboratire  circumstances;  and 
be  was  therefore  convicted  of  the 
criflie  alleged  in  the  indictment 

When  he  had  been  a  short  time 
in  the  c^s  of  Newgate  he  was 
visited  by  the  Ordinary,  to  whose 
•dvioe^  bowevor,  he  refused  to  at- 
teed,  saybig  that  the  religtoua  prtn- 
^4es  be  iMd  long  entertained  he 
would  maintain  till  death. 


Being  summoned  to  attend  pray* 
ers,  he  rinsed,  saying  he  was  « 
Dissenter.  Hereupon  Mr.  Aker* 
man  sent  htm  mi^  that  he  might 
be  attended  by  a  minister  of  his 
own  persuasion,  but  that  his  pre-, 
scnoe  in  the  chapel  was  expected  ; 
and  to  the  latter  part  of  the  sees* 
sage  Mn  Akerman  is  supposed  to 
have  been  induced  bj  an  unwilling- 
ness to  trust  him  in  the  cells  alone, 
the  servants  belonging  to  the  prison 
being  engaged  in  attending  the  other 
prisoners  during  ditiue  service. 
^  He  obstinately  persisted  in  re*. 
fusing  to  be  attended  by  any  dis- 
senting minister ;  and,  nearly  to  the 
end  of  his  life,  appeared  to  be  to- 
tally indifferent  as  to  the  necessary 
preparations  for  eternity. 

When  the  morning  on  which  he 
was  to  be  executed  arrived  the 
Ordinary  put  several  questions  to 
him  respecting  his  sentiments  of  the 
docttines  of  Ghrisiianity,  in  which 
he  declared  he  eniertained  a  firm 
belief,  and  that  pride  alone  had 
suggested  whatever  rcasotis  he  had 
given  for  an  opinion  to  the  con. 
trary. 

At  the  place  of  execution  he, 
acknowledged  hb  gnilt  with  every  , 
appearance  of  unfeigned  contrition  J  . 
but  his  TOice  was  so  low,  through  a  , 
very  decayed  state  of  health,  that 
he  was  to  be  heard  only  by  those 
who  were  in  or  very  near  the  cart. 
Being  asked  by  the  Ordinary  whe« 
ther  he  forgave  his  brother,    his 
answer  was,  that  h6  forgive  him  as 
far  as  he  could,  <  consistent  with 
humanity.'  . 

His  devotions  being  concluded, 
he  was  turned  off,  October  the 
13th,  1762;  and,  after  hanging  the 
usual  time,  his  body  was  delivered 
to  his  friends,  by  whom  it  was  pri- 
vately  interred  in  a  decent  manner. 

From  the  above  narrative  we 
may  learn  that,  however  nearly 
allied  by  blood  and  friendship,  no. 
obligations  will  be  found  suflkient; 
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to  prevent  our  best  friends  from 
becoming  our  accusers  when  they 
are  Impelled  by  the  double  motive 
of  self-preservation  and  (he  desire 
of  making  some  reparation  for  the 
crimes  they  have  committed. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  point  to  de- 
termine which  of  the  brothers  had 
the  greatest  share  of  guilt.  Perhaps 
the  ignominious  death  of  John  was 
not  a  more  severe  punishment  than 
what  was  sustained  by  Joseph ;  for 
it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that 
any  favorable  change  of  circum- 
stances  could  restore  him  to  happi- 


ness after  having  proved  so  material ' 
an  Instrument  in  producing  the  de- 
struction of  a  brother. 

Wealth  is  desirable  only  at  th^  • 
means  of  procuring  the  conveni- 
ences and  comforts  of  life :  but  let 
our  readers  remember  that^  when -it 
is  obtained  by  unjustifiable  actions, 
the  consciousness  of  guilt  will  per- 
petually obtrude  upon  the  mind, 
wholly  disappoint  or  take  off  the 
relish  of  every  promised  enjoyment, 
and  leave  us  miserable  slaves  to  (he 
tyranny  of  continual  alarms  and- 
dreadful  apprehensions. 


Hannah  Dagoe  retisdng  her  eiecutUm* 
HANNAH  DAGOE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  ROBBING  A  fOOR  WOMAN. 


We  have  adduced  many  instances 
of  the  hardness  of  heart,  and  con- 
tempt of  the  commandments  of  God, 
in  men  who  have  undergone  the  last 
sentence  of  the  law  ;  but  we  are  of 
opinion  that  in  this  female  will  be 
found  a  more  relentless  heart,  In 


her  last  moments,  than  any  criminal 
whom  we  have  yet  recorded*  • 

Hannah  Dagoc  was  born  in  Ire^ 
land,  and  was  one  of  that  ntimerotif 
class  of  women  who  ply  at  Covent 
Garden  Market,  to  the  exclusion 
of  poor  English  womoB. 
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'  She  became  acquainted  with  a 
poor  and  industrious  woman  of  the 
name  of  Eleanor  Hiissoy,  who  lived 
by  herself  in  a  small  apartment,  in 
which  was  i»ome  creditable  house, 
hold  fornitnre,  the  remains  of  the 
Worldlj  goods  of  her  deceased 
husband.  Seizing  an  opportunity, 
when  the  owner  was  from  home, 
this  daring  woman  broke  into  Hus. 
sey's  room,  and  stripped  it  of  every 
article  which  it  contained. 

For  this  burglary  and  robbery 
she  was  brought  to  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  found  gnilty,  and  sentenced 
to  death. 

She  was  a  strong  masculine  wo- 
man, the  terror  of  her  fellow-pri- 
soners, and  actually  stabbed  one  of 
the  men  who  had  given  evidence 
against  her;  but  the  wound  hap- 
pened not  to  prove  dangerous. 

On  the  road  to  Tyburn  she 
showed  little  concern  at  her  miscr- 


nuble  state,  and  paid  no  attention 
to  the  exhortations  of  the  Romish' 
'  priest  who  attended  her. 

When  the  cart  in  which  she  was 
bound  was  drawn  under  the  gal- 
lows she  got  her  hands  and  arms 
loose,  seized  the  executioner,  strug- 
gled with  him,  and  gave  him  so  vio- 
lent a  blow  on  the  breast  as  nearly 
knocked  him  down.  She  dared 
him  to  hang  her,  and  took  off  her 
hat,  cloak,  and  other  parts  of  her 
dress,  and  disposed  of  them  among 
the  crowd,  in  despite  of  him.*  Af- 
ter much  residtauce  he  got  the  rope 
about  her  neck,  which  she  had  no 
sooner  found  accomplished,  than,* 
pulling  a  handkerchief,  bound 
round  her  head,  over  her  face,  she 
threw  herself  out  of  the  cart,  be- 
fdre  the  signal  given,  with  such  vio- 
lence, that  she  broke  her  neck,  and 
died  instantly,  on  the  4th  of  May, 
1763. 


DANIEL  BLAKE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HURDEIl. 


Blake  was  the  son  of  a  butcher  at 
Bnnwcll,  in  Norfolk,  who  brought 
the  youth  up  to  his  own  business. 
When  he  was  about  twenty  years 
old  he  became  dissatisfied  with  his 
trade,  and  trarelled  to  London, 
with  an  intention  of  hiring  himself 
as  a  gentleman's  servant;  and  he 
had  been  but  a  short  time  in  the 
metropolis  when  he  was  engaged  in 
the  service  of  Lord  Dacre. 

Blake,  having  contracted  an  ac- 
quaintance with  some  women  of 
abandoned  character,  resolved  to 
support  the  expenses  attending  such 
conduct  by  robbing  his  fellow-ser- 
van  ts. 

He  had  been  in  the  service  of 
Lord  Dacre  about  ten  weeks,  when 
he  determiiied  to  carry  his  iniqui* 
tons  plan  info  execution ;  and,  going 


into  the  room  of  Mr.  Murcott,  his 
lordship's  butler,  he  repeatedly 
struck  him  with  great  violence  on 
the  head  with  a  poker,  and  then, 
taking  a  knife  from  his  pocket,  cut 
his  throat  almost  from  ear  to  ear. 

After  the  barbarous  murder  of 
Mr.  Murcott,  Blake  took  twenty 
guineas  from  the  breeches-pocket 
of  the  deceased,  and  then  returned 
to  his  bed.  He  arose  about  seven, 
and  went  to  his  usual  business;  and 
in  about  an  hour  he  was  desired  to 
call  Mr.  Murcott;  on  which  he 
said  he  had  already  called  him  two 
or  three  times,  but  had  not  been 
able  to  make  him  answer. 

Lord  Dacre's  bell  ringing  about 
nine,  the  porter  went  into  the  cham- 
ber of  the  deceased,  and  repeatedly 
called  him ;  he  then  approached  the 


*  Tlie  clothes  in  which  criminals  di^  are  clMimed  as  the  perquisite  of  the  executiooer, 
unless  a  full  equivalent  is  given  bim  by  the  friendyof  the  deceased* 
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bed,  and  shook  Mr.  Mureott,  and, 
finding,  bim  still  silent  and  motion* 
less,  exclaimed  >  Grod  bless  roe  !  I 
MieTe  he  is  dead !'  He  then  tarned 
down  the  bed-t;lothc8,  wluch  the 
■lurdecer  had  thrown  orer  Mr. 
Marcot^s  face^  and^  perceiTing  them 
bloody,  he  qoitted  the  room  in 
great  terror,  and  communicated  his 
discovery  to  the  houtekeeper  and 
Lady  Dacre's  vaitiog.maid,  who, 
going  into  the  room,  turned  ttie 
dothea  a  iittle  further  down,  and 
obscrTcd  a  knife,  which  they  sup- 
posed to  hafe  fallen  from  the  hand 
of  the  deceased ;  and,  attempting  to 
move  the  body,  the  head  inclined 
backwards,  and  gave  the  wound  a 
most  shocking  appearance. 

Upon  '  the  rest  of  the  serrants 
being  informed  of  Mr.  Murcott'a 
nnh^>py  death  Blake  shed  tears  in 
great  abundance  wrung  his  hands, 
and  appeared  to  be  aflfccted  In  so 
extravagant  a  degree,  that  be  wa» 
urged  to  moderate  his  affliction, 
lest  the  nobleman  and  his  lady 
should  be  alarmed. 

Mr.  Murcott's  death  Jbeing  com- 
municafed  to  Lord  Dacre,  he  sent 
lor  Marsdcn,  clerk  (o  Sir  John 
Fielding,  and  kept  him  in  the  house 
three  days,  with  the  view  of  disco- 
Tering  the  perpetrator  of  the  horrid 
fact. 

During  the  time  that  Blake  had 
been  In  the  scr?ice  of  Lord  Dacre 
he  was  known  io  be  in  very  indi. 
gent  circumstances ;  but,  on  the 
day  after  the  murder,  he  was  ob- 
scTTcd  to  discharge  several  small 
debts ;  and  hence  arose  a  suspicion 
of  his  guilt. 

All  the  servants  in  the  family 
being  strictly  examined  in  the  pre* 
senco  of  Lord  Dacre,  tlve  porter 
declared  that  he  firmly  believed  that 
the  knife  found  in  the  bed  belonged 
to  Blake,  who,  on  being  taken  into 
cufttody,  and  conducted  to  Sir  John 


Fielding,  toiuntarUy  adLnowlolgcd 
himself  .guilty  of  the  horrid  fact, 
and  was  committed  to  Newgate,  in 
order  for  trial. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey  he  was  put  on  his  trial ; 
and,  his  own  confession  being  cor- 
roborated by  very  strong  ctrcuou 
stantial  evidence,  he  waa  fomid 
gnilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  exe- 
cuted. 

While  he  waa  in  Newgate  ho 
proved  that  he  had  but  very  imper- 
fect ideas  of  his  duty  towards  the 
Almighty,  and  confessed  that  ha 
had  not  read  a  chapter  in  the  Bible> 
or  attended  to  any  other  religious 
book,  since  leaving  achool.  WhHe 
he  was  under  sentence  of  death  his 
l>diavionr  was  decent  and  peniten* 
tial.  I'he  day  before  his  execution 
he  said  his  mind  was  perfectiy  calm, 
and  that  bis  case  increased  as  the 
time  of  his  death  approached ;  add- 
ing, that  he  had  a  full  confidence 
of  salvation  through  the  merits  of 
his  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Being  brought  into  the  press- 
yard,  he  said  to  those  around  him, 
while  his  irons  were  knocking  off, 
*  You  seem  to  look  at  mc  with  ear- 
nestness. You  were  all  born ;  but 
you  know  not  in  what  manner  yos 
shall  die.  Let  my  fate  warn  you 
to  keep  the  sabbath,  and  honour 
your  parents.' 

At  the  place  of  execution  he  ad- 
dressed  the  populace  to  the  follow- 
ing etfect :— ^  Be  careful  to  attend 
divine  worship;  profane  not  the 
sabbath ;  repent  of  your  sins,  and 
make  a  timely  peace  with  God. 
I^hold  the  consequence  of  ray  ini- 
quities!  Fear  God,. and  honour 
vour  parents,  for  neglecting  which 
1  must  suffer  a  disgiracefiil  death.* 

He  was  then  turned  6ff,  Febraary 
the  ^8th,  1705,  and  hid  body  after^ 
wards  hung  in  chains  on  Hounslovr 
Ucath. 
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PAUL  LEWIS, 

SXECUTBD  FOtt  UIGHWAT  BOBDERY* 


TuE  history  of  this  man  displays 
t  great  variety  of  villainy,  and  pre* 
sents  another  sad  iostaiiGe  of  a  son's 
wickedness  bringing  hu  father's 
grey  hairs  with  sorrow  to  the  grave* 

Paul  Lewb  was  born  at  Horse* 
monsenxi  in  Sussei,  and  was  the 
son  of  a  worthy  clergyman  at  that 
place,  who  put  him  to  a  grammar, 
school  at  a  very  early  age ;  but 
such  was  his  aversion  to  stndy,  that 
he  made  not  any  reasonable  degree 
of  progress:  on  which  his  father 
took  him  home,  uith  an  intention 
to  have  instructed  him  himself ;  but, 
finding  that  he  had  no  propensity^ 
to  learning)  he  procured  him, 
through  Sir  Cecil  Bishop,  a  com- 
mission in  the  train  of  artillery. 
.  Paul,  though  a  dunce,  had  not 
less  ambition,  nor  perhaps  less  qua. 
lification,  to  become  a  fine  gentle- 
man; In  his  spirited  attempts  to 
attain  that  character  he  ran  in  debt 
with  his  tailor  to  the  amount  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
which  obliged  him  to  run  away  and 
go  to  sea.  There,  it  appears,  he 
had  for  some  time  behaved  so  well 
that  he  was  first  made  a  cadet,  then 
a  midshipman,  and  finally  a  lieu, 
tenant  in  the  royal  navy. 

He  was  at  the  taking  of  Senegal, 
the  burning  the  sliips  in  Cancalle 
Bay,  the  reduction  of  Cherburg, 
tho  battle  of  St.  Cas,  the  siege  of 
Guadaloupe,  and  the  engagement 
under  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  in  all 
which  services  he  behaved  with 
courage  and  activity. 

Men^d  vices,  however,  not  com* 
mon  to  bravery,  and  very  different 
from  the  irregular  sallies  of  a  high, 
spirited  and  strong  passion.  Paul 
was  not  only  wicked,  but  base ;  not 
only  a  robber,  but  a  scouudrel ;  of 
which  ho  gave  proofs  while  on 
board  the  fleet,  particularly  by  coK 
lectiog  three  guineas  apiece  from 


many  of  hia  brother  officers,  to  lay 
in  stores  for  a  West-India  voyage, 
and  then  ran  away  with  the  eoUec* 
tion,  and  commenced  highwayman. 

Having  thus  began  his  iniquitous 
course  of  life,'  he  went  to  a  pnblia 
house  In  Southwark,  staid  great 
part  of  the  day,  and  supped ;  and 
then,  going  to  an  inn,  hir^  a  horse, 
and,  riding  out  between  Newington 
Butts  and  Vauxhall,  stopped  a  gen- 
tleman and  Ills  son  in  a  post^chal^ie, 
and,  having  rbbbed  them,  returned 
to  the  public  house  in  Southwark. 

Being  apprehended  for  this  of. 
fence,  he  ^as  brought  to  trial  at 
Kingston,  when  the  people  of  tho 
public  house  swearing  that  he  had 
not  been  absent  from  noon  till  mid. 
night  more  than  half  an  hour,  he 
was  acquitted. 

After  this  he  committed  a  variety 
of  robberies,  and  was  twice  in  im- 
minent danger  of  that  fate  which  at 
length  overtook  him,  of  which  wo 
shall  now  relate  the  particulars. 

Lewis  and  an  accomplice  having 
robbed  a  gentleman  and  lady  in  a 
post-chaise,  near  Paddington,  tho 
robbers  rode  some  miles  together, 
and  then  agreed  to  part,  and  com- 
mit their  depredations  separately. 
«  Not  long  had  they  parted  when 
Lewis  stopped  a  gentleman  named 
Brown,  and  demanded  his  money. 
Mr.  Brown  resisted  the  highway, 
man  with  such  determined  resolu- 
tion, that  I^wis  fired  at  him,  but 
happily  without  effect. 

At  this  juncture  Mr.  Brown's 
hone  took  fright,  and  threw  him ; 
but,  being  little  injured,  he  soon 
recovered,  and  saw  Lewis  in  the 
custody  of  Mr.  Pope,  a  conaUblo, 
who  had  got  hioa  down,  and  was 
kneeling  on  his  breast;  a  circum- 
stance that  arose  from  the  follow- 
ing accident  :-*<-Mr.  Pope  l>eiug 
riding  on.  the  same  road,  a  gentle- 
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man  and  lady  told  him  (hey  had 
been  robbed  by  two  highwaymen, 
and  desired  him  to  be  cautious  ;  but 
this  induced  him  to  ride  on  the 
faster,  and  he  arrived  at  the  spot  in 
'  a  short  time  after  the  robbery  was 
committed,  and  seized  l^ewis. 

Pope  desired  Mr.  Brown  to  ride 
after  the  other  highwayman  who 
had  been  on  the  road  ;  but  at  this 
instant  Lewis  arose,  and,  present, 
ing  a  pistol,  swore  he  would  shoot 
Pope.  The  latter,  however,  was  in 
no  degree  intimidated;  but,  knock- 
ing.  the  pistol  out  of  his  hand, 
threw  him  down,  and  secured  him 
in  the  manner  above  mentioned ;  af. 
tcr  which  he  tied  his  hands  behind 
his  back,  and,  searching  his  pockets, 
found  ten  pistol  bullets  in  them. 

The  highwayman  was  convened 
to  New  Prison,  where  having  lain 
one  night,  he  was  taken  before  a  ma^ 
gistrate,and  committed  to  Newgate* 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  he  was  brought  to  trial.  The 
evidence  against  him  was  exceeding, 
ly  strong.  Hii  attempted,  indeed, 
to  make  a  kind  of  defence  ;  but  it 
amounted  to  nothing,  and,  the  jury 
finding  him  guilty,  he  received  sen. 
tence  of  death. 

Such  were  the  baseness  and  un. 
feeling  profligacy  of  this  wretch, 
that,  when  his  almost  heart, 
broken  father  visited  him  for  tha 
last  time  in  Newgate,  and  put 
twelve  guineas  into  his  hands  to 
defray  his  eipenses,  he  slipped  one 
of  the  pieces  of  gold  into  the  cuff 
of  his  sleeVe  by  a  dexterous  sleight, 
and  then,  opening  his  hand,  showed 
the  venerable  and  reverend  old  man 
that  there  were  but  eleven  ;  upon 
which  he  took  from  his  pocket  an- 
other, and  gave  it  him,  to  make  up 
the  number  he  intended. 

Having  taken  a  last  farewell  of 
his  parent,  he  turned  round  to  his 
fellow. prisoners,  and  ezultingly  ex- 
claimed, ^  1  have  flung  the  old  fel- 
low out  of  another  guinea  1' 


,  The  Ordinary  of  Newgale  rcpre. 
sented  the  behaviour  of  l^wis  in  a 
very  unfavorable  light ;  hinting, 
among  other  things,  that  he  had 
threatened  his  life,  declaring  that 
he  should  never  again  have  an  op- 
portunity of  attending  a  criminal 
under  sentence  of  death.  The  an. 
happy  Rice,  whosuflcred  with  him, 
being  one  day  in  the  chapel  with  a 
view  to  receive  the  sacrament, 
I^wis  demanded  an  admittance  to 
the  same  solemn  service;  but  being 
refused,  unless  he  gave  some  proof 
of  penitence,  he  said  to  the  Ordi- 
nary, *  Whether  I  am  fit  or  not, 
what  is  that  to  you  ?  Damn  yoo  ! 
1  will  beat  you  before  1  have  done 
with  you,  unless  you  give  me  it.  1 
am  as  good  a  Christian  as  you,  yon 
scoundrel.* 

In  Newgate  he  was  by  the  other 
prisoners  allowed  the  title  of  Cap- 
tain, and  he  assumed  all  the  villainy 
of  Macheath.  He  sat  at  iho  head 
of  the  table,  sang  obscene  songs, 
and  damned  the  parson  (the  Ordi- 
nary),  lie  gave  out  that  he  would 
die  like  a  man  of  hoiifrur,  and  that 
no  hangman  should  put  a  halter 
round  his  neck,  intimating  that  be 
would  put  an  end  to  his  own  life. 

This,  however,  he  had  not  courage 
enough  to  commit ;  for,  after  bav. 
ing  concealed,  or  pretended  to  con- 
ceal, a  knife  in  his  pillow  many 
days  and  nights  for  that  purpose, 
he  suffered  it  to  be  found  by  drop- 
ping it,  as  though  by  chance,  in  the 
chapel* 

He  procured  a  letter  to  be 
written  in  his  name  (for  he  could 
not  form  one-  himself)  to  James 
Eyre,  E<>q.  then  recorder  of  l^n- 
don,  where,  in  a  lofty  style,  he 
claimed  descent  from  Laud,  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  and  relation- 
ship to  many  noble  and  ancient  fa- 
milies ;  recapitulating  his  services 
in  the  navy,  aud  imploring  pardon 
of  his  majesty. 

The  warrant  for  execution  arriv- 
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'mgj  P^ttl  lost  all* his  assumed  cou. 
rage,  his  faunftings  suok  into  trem- 
bling fears,  and  he  became  as  abject 
at  before  he  appeared  hardened. 
Now  crying  aloud  in  repentant  ei- 
clamations,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
sacrament  the  morning  of  bis  exe« 
cution. 

ArriTed  at  Tyburn,  ht  looked 
round  him  with  a  face  of  inezpres* 
siMe  anguish,  and  then  addressed 
himself  to  the  multitude  in  the  fol. 
lowing  terms  :— 

<  This  dreadful  sight  will  not,  I 
bdieTe,  in? ite  any  of  you  to  come 
here,  by  following  my  eiample; 
but  rather  to  be  warned  by  me.    I 


am  but  twenty  .three  years  of  age, 
a  clergyman's  son,  bred  up  among 
gentlemen :  this  wounds  me  the 
deeper ;  for  to  whom  much  is  giren, 
of  them  more  is  required. 

^  My  friends,  I  entreat  you  all  to 
aroid  such  offences  as  may  bring 
yon  here,  on  every  account,  espe. 
cially  for  the  sake  of  your  families. 
Let  the  memory  of  my  evil  actions 
die  with  me,  and  do  not  reflect  on 
my  aged  father.  Hitherto  I  have 
been  a  disgrace  to  all  that  kne,w  me : 
were  I  to  begin  my  life  again,  I 
should  live  an  honour  to  society.' 

fhis  malefactor  suffered  at  Ty- 
burn, May  the  4th,  1763. 


Harrow,  while  poaching,  dUcoveredby  the  Gamekeeper, 


WILUAWL  HARROW,  COMMONLY  CALLED  THE  FLYING 
HIGHWAYMAN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  ROBBERY. 

This  malefactor  may  be  said  to  career  in  idleness,  the  parent  vice ; 
have  galloped  to  his  fate  over  the  then  he  became  dexterous  at  throw- 
beaten  road.    He  commenced  his  Ing  at  cocks,  and  in  cock-fight- 
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ifig.*  These  cruel  and  in/amoiii  aeu 
quiremenls  lead  (o  roMiery,  adu4. 
terj,  and  e?ery  otbe^  deadly  sin. 
Such  if  tlie  general  eoarae  of  high, 
waymen  ;  and  their  goal—- the  gal* 
lows. 

H«  had  likewise  a  propemity  to 
poaching  :  and  the  gamekeeper  of 
a  gentleman  near  Hal^^ld  hafing 
detected  him  In  a  fact  of  this  kiod, 
Hari^w  threatened  his  deitraction ; 
the  conseqaenoo  of  which  waa^  that 
be  was  lodged  In  Hertford  gaol ; 
but,  before  the  time  of  haiding 
the  qoarter-iessfons,  he  broke  out, 
and  made  hli  escape;  on  which 
a  reward  of  fifty  pounds  was 
offered  for  taking  him  into  cus-. 
tody. 

Madq.defperale  by  tkisetfeaov. 
stance,  tie  tovli^'to  rolkbiag;  <p  t^ 
highway.  The  depredatwM  h^ 
commiited  were  very  aiMPieroiM ; 
and  he  obtained  the  oaaie  of  ^  The 
Flybig  Highwayman'  by  his  bofse 
leaping  tt^  seteral  tarnpikes,  ao 
that  he  eonstantly  escaped  detec- 
tion. 

wai,  bow* 
He  laid  a 
a  burglary 
he  and  two 
Itheirlifes^ 
Has  Jones,  a 
tcher,  WU. 
NT  desperate 
he  bouse  of 
4  Thomas 
r  a^  eztre- 
limMy,  ac» 


oomeralcd  a  ^lery  considerable  sues,' 
of  which  these  abandoned  men  de* 
lermined  to  rob  him,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  being  peace.t>fiieer8^  who 
were  oosie  to  apprehend  soaae  de* 
serters.  The  old  gentleman  lefesed 
them  admtttanee;  on  which  they 
forced  their  way  through  the  -win* 
dew,  and,  binding  Mr.  Glasscock 
and  his  housekeeper,  they  searched- 
the  house,  when,  finding  a  tea-chest 
which  contained  ^ree  hundred 
pounds,  they  seized  it,  and '  de- 
parted. 

Having  difided  the  beoiy,  they 
separated;  and  Harrow,  taking  a 
girl  with  him  as  a  companion,  tna- 
veJlfid  into  Gloucestershire,  and, 
pitting  op  at  an  alehouse  in  a 
small  Tillage,  and  assuming  the  cha- 
racter of  a  sailor,  who  had  brought 
home  priae-money  to  a  considerable 
amo«ai,  he  continued  for '  two 
montht  wtthont  any  suspicion  aris- 
ing. At  length  a  qaarrel  happens 
ing  between  him  and  some  of  the  - 
cestomers  of  the  house,  a  scuffle  en- 
sued, and  a  pistol  in  one  of  Har- 
row's pockets  going  off,  a  suspicion* 
arose  that  he  was  a  highway ma^y  - 
on  which  he  was  carried  before  a 
magistrate  for  ezamiaatioo. 

Nothing  like  proof  arising  to 
criminate  him,  he  was  dismissed; 
but,  not  thinking  it  pradent  to  re- 
mabi  any  longer,  he  set  ont  witk- 
his  girl ;  but  did  not  tell  any  one 
tiie  road  that  he  intended  to  trarel. 

Very  near  t,he  liase  timt  he  de- 
parted,  lone  of  the  ougislratee  of 


*  Kind  trefttmeiitto  antfimlp,  made  for  bmm's  aae,  i»  m  Mgnof  m  hnmmne  and  etcellent 
diiposilion;  while  otueltj  and  barbtarily  to  thaan  sboii  a.  wicked  and  diabolical  temper. 
Do  not  these  creatures,  when  they  are  bruised  and  wounded,  show  an  equal  sense  of 
pain  with  Ourselves?  Are  not  their  shrieks  and  mournful  cries  as  so  roanj  calls  upon  t^'f*' 
tormentors  ibr  pity?  And  do  not  tlietr  dying  pangs,  and  the  painful  convohif^--^*  "le^ 
tortured  bodies,  caoae  uneasiness  in  every  humane  spectator  ?  To  pi""  •-•*••  ""d  happi- 
oessto  them,  and  to  relieve  their  miseries,  would  give  iyl^-'-««  to  ourselves,  provided 
we  are  such  men  as  we  ought  to  be.  But,  if  w«  take  any  delight  in  tormenting,  or  iu 
seeing  animals  tormented,  whom  do  we  resemble  but  that  evil  being,  who  takes  pleasura 
in  the  misery  of  man?  Ami  how  easily  may  that  youth  be  indnccd  to  deUght  in 
woundiog  and  murdering  bis  fellow-creaturas,  who  has  been  trained  ap  in  bit  ehiidbwi4  ' 
to  aiKercisc  cruelty  upon  poor  innoceot  animals? 
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6loiioe«lenliire  receifed  a  letter 
fr«m  Sr  John  Fielding,  requesting 
thmt  he  woald  order  a  search  fpr 
oae  William  Harrow,  who  stood 
charged  with  hating  committed  a 
Tariety  of  robberies  in  the  neigh, 
borhood  of  St.  Albans. 

Upon  this  the  magistrates  sent 
sotte  peraotis  in  porsatt  of  him^ 
who,  having  traced  him  to  Worc^. 
ter,  made  such  inqiririfs  as  led  them 
to  think  he  had  gone  towards  Wol. 
rerhanpton.  Taking  this  road, 
they  foand  him  in  bed  with  his  girl, 
and,  hating  taken  kim  mto  cas. 
^tody,  he  was  conduoled  to  prison 
at  Gloaeester. 

By  a  irrit  of  habeas  eorpas  he 
was  reaiovad  to  Hertford,  where  he 
lay  tiH  tho  assises,  when  he  was  la« 
dieted  for  robbing  Mr.  Glasscock  ; 
and,  being  coavicied  on  the  clearest 
erkknee,  was  sentenced  to  die. 

A  nwmber  of  clergynen  visHed 
kkn  after  coime^oa,  and  labored 
to  eoflfinee  kim  of  the  necessity  of 
Mdiifig  an  immediate  preparation 
fer  eternity.  He  was  Hlt«wise  tI* 
sited  by  his  mother,  who  bwrst  kitd 
tears  at  tha  sight  of  her  wretched 
aoD. 

On  tke  sight  before  kit  exeea. 
tion  ke  sawed  off  his  iront ,  with  aih 
iateal  to  have  made  his  escape;  bat 


he  had  notqaite  tine  enoagh  to  ef. 
feet  his  purpose.  When  the  gadler 
came  in  the  tnornihg,  he  said  he' 
would  hare  saved  the  hangman  his 
trouble,  if  he  had  not  come  so  s6on  ; 
and  threw  a(  him  the  irons,  which 
he  had  by  this  time  got  from  his 
legs. 

Before  he  waif  put  in  the  cart,  a 
sermon  was  preached  on  the  occai 
siou  of  his  fatal  exit. 

Immense  numbers  of  people  at* 
tended  at  the  place  of  execution,  to 
see  the  last  of  a  man  who  had  made 
himself  dreaded  through  the  coun^ 
try  by  the  enormity  of  his  conduct. 

Harrow,  Jones,  and  Bosford^ 
were  execated  at  Hertford,  March 
the  38th,  17<(3,  along  with  John 
Wright,  for  a  Mghway  robbery  on 
tke  Buntingileld  road. 

The  uniViTtunate  Mr.  Glasscocit 
seems  to  bate  beew  a  der oted  prey 
to  robbers.  Oa  the  7th  of  Septem* 
ber,  1764,  he  was  attacked  iii  his 
owa  fields  by  a  dating  yiltaiii,  at 
noon-time  of  day,  who  obliged  hftt 
to  go  to  kfs  house,  and  dettrer  his 
money.  On  entering,  tke  robber 
skat  the  deor,  knocked  tke  old  man 
down,  an4  carried  off  every  thHig 
Tsiuable  that  was  left  by  Harremr 
and  Ms  gang,  with  which  ha  as* 
eaped. 


ANN  BEDOfNGFIELD  AND  RICHARD  FtlNGE; 

TUBFOAMBR  BURNT  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  UER  BUSBAND,  AND   THE  LAT* 
TBR  HANGED  FOB  BEING  HER  ACCQMPLICIS. 


JOflN  BBI>DINOF»B&a,   tilO   miMT* 

dared  kaskand,  was  the  soa  of  re- 
speclable  pareats  at  Stemfield,  in 
Saffolk  ;  aad,  kasisg  married  wkea 
ke  was  about  tHenty-foar  years  of 
f9»>  the  yoaag  couple  were  placed 
in  agaoofftrai^  which  was  carefully 
attended  by  BeaaiAgfitfid,  who  bore 
tke  okapiater  of  a  man  of  Industry 
asd  iiitafffity.  They  had  twaohiU 
dvan^  and  lived  in  appareathaiip}- 
ness    till  near  the  time  wkea  the 


sk#ekmg  eTea4   happened   which 
gives  rifte  to  lUs  melanofaolyvtale. 

Richard  Ringe,  a  youth  of  oiae* 
teen,  was  engaged  in  (he  service  of 
Mr^  Beddingfield  i-  nor  had  he  been 
h>ag  in  the  Ik^uso  before  his  mistress 
became  so  eaaaioared  of  him  that 
her  husband  was  the  object  of  her 
contempt.  Her  Jbehaviour  to  Hinge 
was  snoh  that  ha  oould  not  long 
doobtof  ber/avorai>letD<;lini»tioBs; 
nor  had  hevktae  torc^tsl^tho  temp. 
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tation ;  and  they  were  so  incau- 
tious  in  their  proceedings  that  four 
of  the  servants  were  occasional 
witnesses  olf  their  criminal  inter- 
course. 

At  length  Mrs.  Beddingfield, 
having  formed  the  horrid  design  of 
destroying  her  husband,  communi- 
cated  her  intention  to  Ringc,  who 
hesitated  on  the  dreadful  proposal, 
nor  consented  till  she  promised  that 
be  should  share  her  fortune  as  the 
reward  of  the  deed. 

Mrs.  Beddingfield,  blinded  by 
her  passion,  was  now  so  much  off 
|ier  guard  as  to  say  very  indiscreet 
things  to  her  servants,  which  might 
lead  them  to  presume  that  she  had 
determined  on  the-  most  deliberate 
wickedness,  of  which  the  following 
is  given  as  one  instance : — As  she 
was  dressing  herself  one  morning 
she  said  to  her  maid.servant,  ^  Help 
me  to  put  on  my  ear-riogs ;  but  I 
shall  not  wear  them  much  longer, 
for  I  shall  have  new  black,  ones.  It 
will  not  be  long  before  somebody  in 
the  house  dies,  and  I  believe  it  will 
be  your  master.' 

•  Extravagant  as  this  declaration 
was,  the  behaviour  of  Ringe  was 
not  at  all  more  prudent.  He 
purchased  some  poison,  and  told 
one  of  the  serrant-maids  that  he 
would  be  her  constant  friend  if  she 
would  mix  it  with  some  rum  and 
milk  that  her  master  was  to  drink 
in  the  morning;  but  the  girl  de« 
clined  having  any  concern  in  so  hor- 
rid a  transaction  ;  nor  did  she  take 
any  notice  of  the  proposal  that  had 
been  made  till  after  the  commission 
of  the  murder. 

Mr.  Beddingfield  happening  to 
be  indisposed,  it  was  recommended 
to  him  to  take  a  vomit ;  but  the 
water  which  the  servant-maid 
brought  him  to  drink  proving  too 
hot,  Rjnge  was  directed  to  brinff 
some  cold  water  to  mix  with  it ; 
and  he  took  this  opportunity  of 


putting  arsenic  into  the  water ;  but 
Beddingfield,  observing  a  wjiite  se- 
diment in  the  basin,  would  not 
drink,  though  no  suspicion  of  the 
liquor  being  poisoned  had  occurred 
to  him.  From  this  time  the  inten- 
tional murderers  resolved  not  to 
think  of  having  recourse  to  poison^ 
but  devised  another  scheme  of  dis- 
patching the  unfortunate  object  of 
their  vengeance. 

Mr.  Beddingfield  having  been  sel- 
ling some  cattle  to  another  farmer, 
they  had  drank  a  social  glass  to- 
gether, but  not  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  occasion  intoxication. 

When  Mr.  Beddingfield  came 
home  he  found  that  his  wife  was  Ja 
bed  with  one  of  the  maid-servants, 
on  which  he  desired  her  to  come  to 
his  chamber ;  but  this  she  refused, 
it  having  been  determined  by  Ringe 
to  commit  the  murder  on  that  night» 
while  his  master  was  asleep ;  and, 
when  he  knew  he  was  in  bed,  he 
quitted  his  own  room,  passed 
through  that  in  which  his  mbtreas 
slept,  and  went  to  the  bed-chamber 
of  his  master. 

Ringe,  observing  that  Mr.  Bed- 
dingfield was  asleep,  threw  a  cord 
round  his  neck  to  strangle  him  ; 
but,  being  hurt  by  the  weight  of 
Ringe  lying  across  him,  he  strug- 
gled so  that  they  both  fell  off  the 
bed  together.  However,  the  horrid 
deed  of  murder  was  soon  perpe- 
trated. 

Mr^. Beddingfield,  being  asleep  ia 
the  next  room,  was  awakened  by 
the  noise,  and  in  her  fright  awaken, 
ed  the  servant.  At  this  instant 
Ring  eentered  the  room,  And  said 
^  I  have  done  for  him  ;'  to  which 
the  wife  answered,  ^Then  I  ^n 
easy.*  The  girl  was  grea^V  alarmed, 
and  cried  out  ^  Muster!'  supposing 
Mr.  Beddingfield  was  present,  for 
there  was  no'light  in  the  room  ;  but 
Mrs.  Beddingfield  commanded  her 
to  be  silent. 
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Ringe  asked  the  miitress  if  anj 
one  was  acquainted  with  what  had 
passed  besides  herself  and  the  maid ; 
on  which  the  girl  asked,  *  How 
came  you  here,  Richard?'  The 
Tlllain,  terrified  by  bis  gailt,  replied 
^1  was  forced  to  it'  Henow^ent 
to  his  own  room,  and  laid  down ; 
and  the  mistress  and  maid  getting 
up,  the  latter  was  charged  not  to 
ntter  a  syllable  of  what  had  passed. 
Mrs.  Beddingfield  now  directed 
the  girl  to  call  Ringe,  who  seemed 
offended  at  being  disturbed;  but, 
when  he  had  struck  a  light,  hi^  mis. 
tress  told  him  to  go  into  his  master's 
room,  for  she  was  afraid  that  he 
was  indisposed.  Ringe  obeyed; 
but,  on  his  return,  said,  with  an 
air  of  surprise,  that  his  master  was 
dead. 

By  this  time  another  maid-ser- 
Tant  was  got  np,  and  the  girls, 
going  to  their  master's  room,  found 
the  deceased  lying  on  his  face,  and 
observed  that  part  of  his  shirt  col. 
lar  was  torn  off,  and  that  his  neck 
"was  black  and  swelled. 

A  messenger  was  instantly  dis- 
patched  to  Mr.  Beddingfield's  pa. 
rents,  who  proposed  to  send  for  a 
surgeon  ;  but  the  wife  insisted  that 
it  was  unnecessary  to  call  in  me* 
dical  aid,  as  her  husband  was.  al- 
ready dead. 

On  the  following  day  the  coro. 
ner's  jury  took  an  inquisition  into 
the  cause  of  his  death ;  but  so  su. 
perficial  was  the  inquiry,  that  it 
lasted  only  a  few  minutes,  and  their 
determination  was  that  he  died  a 
natural  death. 

The  guilty  commerce  between 
the  murderers  now  became  still 
more  evident  than  before ;  but  so 
fickle  was  Mrs.  Beddingfield's  dis. 
position,  that  in  a  few  weeks  she 
began  to  despise  the  man  whom  she 
had  excited  to  the  murder  of  her 
husband. 
The  scrvant.maid  now  resolved 


to  divulge  the  fact,  bat  postponed 
doing  so  till  she  had  received  the 
wages  for  her  quarter's  service. 
When  her  mistress  had  paid  her 
she  went  to  her  parents,  and  dis- 
covered all  she  knew  of  the  matter ; 
on  which  a  warrant  was  issued  for 
apprehending  the  murderers. 

They  had  an  item  of  what  was 
going  forward,  and  therefore  at- 
tempted to  bribe  the  girl's  mother 
to  secrecy :  but  she  rejected  their 
offers  ;  on  which  Mrs.  Beddingfield 
made  her  escape,  but  was  appre- 
hended at  the  end  of  two  days. 

Ringe,  however,  seemed  to  dis- 
dain consulting  his  own  safety,  but 
remained  in  the  house;  and  after 
he  was  committed  to  prison  he  con- 
fessed that  he  had  deemed  himself  a 
deadl  man  from  the  time  of  his  per. 
petrating  the  murder. 

At  the  Lent  assizes  in  1763  the 
prisoners  were  brought  to  trial, 
when  the  surgeon  andxoroner  were 
examined  as  to  what  fell  within 
their  knowledge.  The  former  con- 
fessed that  he  saw  marks  of  violence 
on  the  body ;  and,  being  asked  how 
he  could  depose  before  the  coro. 
ner  that  Mr.  Beddingfield  had  died 
a  natural  death,  he  replied  that  he 
did  not  think  much  about  it; — a 
strange  and  almost  anaccountable 
declaration ! 

The  preceding  part  of  this  nar. 
rative  will  lead  the  reader  to  judge 
of  the  rest  of  the  evidence  that  was 
given  on  the  trial ;  and  the  pri- 
soners, having  nothiug  to  allege  in 
extenuation  of  their  crime,  were 
capitally  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  die.  V 

After  conviction,  as  well  as  be- 
fore, Ringe  freely  confessed  his 
guilt;  but  expressed  the  utmost 
anxiety  at  the  thought  of  being  dis- 
sected. Mrs.  Beddingfield  refused 
to  make  any  confession  till  the  day 
before  her  death. 

They  were  placed  on  one  sMge, 
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the  cDorniiig  of  April  the  8tb,  1763^ 
and  conveyed  to  (ho  place  of  eze* 
ciition,  near  Ipswich,  called  Rash- 
more,  where  Ringc  made  a  pathetic 
aildrcss  to  the  surrounding  multi- 
tude, advising  young  people  to  be 
warned  by  his  fate,  to  avoid  the 
delusious  of  wicked  women,  and  to 
consider  c^aatity  as  a  Tirtac. 
.  Tl»e  woman  persisted  in  declar- 
ifiic  her  innocence,  until,  iindiDg 
Kmge  had  m^de  a  fuU  confession* 
shp  expressed  strong  resentment 
against  him:  but,  when  Vied  to  the 
stake,  she  acknowledged  herself 
guilty,  and  doclared  that  she  de. 
served  to  die  for  being  privy  to 
the  murder  of  her  husband,  and 
for  having  had  criminal  intercourse 
with  Kinge  for  three  months  before 
it  hapiienmU 

From  (ho  fate  of  this  woman 
girls  should  be  taught  never  to 
think  of  giving  their  hands  in  maf- 
riage  to  a  man  if  they  arc  not  cer. 


tjdn  of  bis  having  full  possMsion  of 
(heir  hearts ;  am)  if,  af(er.m%rriage, 
circumstances  of  a  painful  nature 
should  arise,  they  should  patiently 
recollect  that  they  have  drawn  aa 
inevitable  lot,  and  endeavour,  by  a 
kind  and  obliging  behaviour,  to 
conciliate  the  husbands'  affection  ; 
but  by  00  means  to  think  of  violate 
ing  the  laws  of  chastity,  without  a 
proper  observance  qf  which,  jea* 
lousy,  and  all  its  horrid  train  of 
Gonsequeoces,  must  ensue;  and 
marriage,  otherwise  (he  happiesi 
state  in  life,  be  rendered  the  most 
miserable. 

FroB9  the  ignominious  death  oC 
Ringe  young  men  should  learn  not 
to  listen  to  the  seducing  tongue  of 
female  beauty ;  but,  having  lived  a 
life  of  virtue  till  they  can  obtaia 
each  some  worthy  woqwii  in  mar- 
riage, (to  justice  to  the  preference 
by  Uhich  they  piay  be  distin- 
guished. 


JOHN  RICE, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGERY. 


TiJOUGii  extravagance  brought 
this  man  to  an  untimely  fate,  and 
though  the  sum  of  the  forgery  was 
immense,  yet  few  criminals  suffered 
more  pitied. 

Until  the  discovery  of  this  for- 
gery, his  character  remained  unim- 
peachcd ;  and  his  name  was  good 
upon  'Change  to  any  reasonable 
amuimt. 

lie  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Rice,  of 
Spita!  Square,  a  considerable  stock.* 
broker,  whose  behaviour  had  ren- 
diTCil  him  esteemed  by  all  who 
kni'w  him,  and  the  profits  of  whose 
profession  enabled  him  to  support 
his  family  in  a  style  pf  the  utmost 
decency. 

Vuung  Rice,  having  received  a  li- 
beral education,  succeeded  his  fa- 
ther in  his  business,  and  was  so 
successful  as  a  broker^  that  his  pto« 


fits  were  estimated  at  twelve  boa* 
clred  pounds  a  year. 

Unhappily  for  himself,  he  lived 
in  too  gay  ^  manner,  having  a 
country-house  at  Finch  ley,  an  cle« 
gant  town-house  in  John  Street, 
near  Gray's  Inn,  and  keeping  a 
coach ^  chaise,  chariot,  and  several 
lirery  servants :  yet  still  it  is  pro- 
bable that  Mr.  Rico  might  have 
supported  his  credit,  but  that, 
ffushcd  with  success,  he  wished  to 
grow  still  richer  than  he  was,  vKich 
led  him  on  to  that  species  of  gaming 
called  speculating  in  the  stocks,  by 
which  he  suffered  so  greatly,  that, 
at  different  times,  he  was  said  to  be 
a  loser  to  the  amount  of  sixty  thou- 
sand pounds. 

In  the  Tain  iiope,  however,  of 
recovering  his  circumstances,  he 
was  tempted  to  the  commission  of 
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forgefy.  Among  olher  of  his  em* 
foyers  was  Mrs.  Ann  Pierce,  a 
Vorksbire  lady,  who  kad  a  fery 
coDsklerable  property  in  Soutb«Sea 
'  stock ;  and  in  her  name  Rice  was 
rash  enough  (o  forge  letters  of  at- 
tomey,  by  which  he  receifed  np* 
wards  of  19,9001. 

Mn.  Pierce  having  occasion  to 
come  to  town  soon  after  these 
transactions,  Rice,  hearing  of  the 
MKeoiled  jottnaey,tboaght  it  neoes- 
MkMj  to  consvU  hia  saf^y  in  iight. 
He  therefore  took  a  post-ohaise  for 
Dover,  and  embarked  in  the  packet* 
W>at  for  Calais,  where  he  soon 
landed. 

He  then  travelled  to  Cambray,  a 
city  io  French  Flanders,  and  the 
jent  of  ao  archbishop,  which  he  had 
Imoo  taught  to  consider  as  a  privi* 
leged  place,  where  he  conki  remain 
unmolested.  It  appears,  however, 
ahat  this  b  not  the  case;  for  the 
Archbishop  of  Cambray,  though  a 
prince  of  the  empire,  is  anbject  to 
thoparliamentof  Toarnay,  and  had 
therefore  no  power  to  protect  a 
arimioal  fugitive. 

Wkathev  Mrs^Rice  knew  of  her 
bntband's  design  previoae  te  hit  de- 
pasture, or  1^  letter  Croeii  him,  Is 
nncertein;  but  aha  determined  to 
fallow  Mm,  nnd,,  taking  a  pest, 
chaise,  reached  ILurwich,  where  she 
embarked  in  the  pnekel  for  Hoi* 
land,  deaigmng  to  travel  thence  to 
Cambtay;  but,  the  wind  proving 
contrary,  the  vessel  waa  oMiged  to 
put  back  to  Harwich,  whtfioe  Mrs. 
Rioe  returned  to  London,  propos* 
ing  to  re*emibark  on  a  fature  oc* 
caeion. 

It  it  probable  that  Mrs.  Rice  now 
tkaugbt  herself  in  security ;  but  she 
had  so  sooner  arvived  in.  liondon 
than  shewes  taken  into  custody, 
and,  being  carried  before  the  Lord* 
^mn^r,  bank*notea  to  the  amooot 
of  4,2001.  weve  found  sewed  up  as 
bar  alap» 


On  her  examlnatkMi  she  acknow* 
ledged  whither  her  husband  had  re- 
tic^  ;  and  the  crisno  with  which  he 
was  charged  being  thought  to.  af- 
fect public  credit,  oar  rainbtry  dis- 
patched a  messenger  to  tbe  English 
ambassador  at  Paris,  desitiing  that 
be  would  use  his  Interest  wkK  the 
people  in  power  in  France  to  have 
the  culprit-delivered  np  to  the  jus- 
tice of  tbe  laws  of  hb  native  eoun* 

This  requisition  was  instantly 
compUed  with ;  and  orders  being 
seat  to  Cambray  to  seenre  Mr. 
Rice,  notice  was  transmitted  to 
London  that  he  was  in  custody ;  on 
whwb  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  JBank» 
and  another  of  the  SoQth*Sea  Uoase* 
weVit  over,  with  cHie  of  the  king's 
messengers,  to  bring  the  nnbappy 
man  to  £ngUnd. 

On  their  arrival  at  tbe  prison  of 
Cambray  they  found  Rke  in  a 
state  of  great  dejection.  They  were 
proceeding  tf}  hand*ciifi'  him ;  but 
be  instantly  fell  on  bis  koeea,  and 
with  tears  implored  that  they  would 
dispense  with  that  disgraceful  cir* 
•umstance.  They  generously  com- 
plied ;  and  Rioe  was  pltced  in  onts 
post-chaise  with  tbe  metsenget,  tbe 
gentlemen  preceding  them  In  an- 
other. 

Having  embarked  for  Dover, 
they  landed,  and  proceeded  Imme* 
diately  towards  London*  The 
newspapers  baf lag  mentioned  what 
had  happened  tespeoting  Mr.  Rice, 
the  public  curiesiEty  was  so  much 
excited  that  crowds  of  people  at- 
tended at  every  place  where  they 
stopped  to  take  a  view  of  the  un- 
fortunate prifioncv. 

Oa  his  arrival  in  London  be  was 
carried  before  the  Imrd  mayor,  who 
remarking  the  ntmost  cahdiMw, 
even  to  generosity.  In  his  antwers 
to  the^uestioot  thai  wore  proposed 
to  him,  ooqimiited  him  toibePo«ii- 
Iry  Comptoff,  instead  of  sending 
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bim  to  Newgate,  presuming  that 
his  situation  might  be  rendered  less 
disagreeable  in  the  former  prison 
than  in  the  latter* 

In  his  way  from  the  Compter  to 
the  Old  Bailey  he  fainted  several 
times;  and,  when  brought  to  the 
bar,  he  sunk  down  without  anj 
signs  of  life ;  and  It  was  a  consider- 
able time  before  he  could  be  reco- 
vered. He  was  brought  to  the 
inner  bar,  and,  being  languid,  pale, 
and  trembling,  was  indulged  with  a 
ehair ;  but,  eyen  then,  it  was  not 
without  assistance  that  be  was  kept 
up  while  arraigned.  He  forged  four 
letters  of  attorney,  but  was  tried 
only  on  one,  empowering  him  to 
sell  fiye  thousand  pounds,  and  for 
fraudulently  selling  fire  hundred 
pounds,  part  of  that  sum,  to  Thomas 
Brooksbank.  Hb  general  appear, 
ance  and  extreme  distress  touched 
all  present  on  the  awful  occasion 
with  compassion. 

The  particulars  of  the  trial  con. 
sisted  chiefly  of  official  proofs  of  his 
guilt :  in  short,  the  unhappy  man 
had  himself  acknowledged  the  for- 
gery before  the  lord-mayor.  When 
he  heard  th&  fatal  verdict  pro- 
nounced he  looked  up  to  Lord 
Mansfield,  who  presided,  with  a 
countenance  which  bespoke  the  bit- 
terness of  his  heart,  and,  with  eyes 
orerflowing  with  tears,  implored 
tl^e  intercession  of  the  Court  with 
his  majesty  to  spare  his  life. 

In  answer  to  this  Xord  Mansfield 
adyised  him  not  to  flatter  himself 
with  hope  of  that  mercy  which 
there  was  no  probability  of  being 
extended  to  hivA.  His  lordship 
farther  said,  <  Considering  your 
crime,  and  its  consequences.  In  a 
nation  where  there  is  so  much  paper 
credit,  I  must,  indeed,  tell  y4>u,  I 
thiak  myself  bound  in  duty  and 
conscience  to  acquaint  his  majesty 
that  you  are  no  object  of  his  mercy.' 
His  lordship  farther  obserred,  ^  that 


all  public  companies  should  take 
warning,  by  the  present  inftanoe, 
carefully  to  examine  all  letters  of 
attorney,  for  the  more  effectual  pro- 
yention  of  fraud.' 

After  conviction,  as  well  as  be- 
fore, Mr.  Rice  gaye  erery  sign  of 
the  most  sincere  contrition.  Wbilo 
under  sentence  of  death  he  made  the 
most  serious  preparation  for  the 
important  change  that  awaited  him. 
He  expected  the  warrant  for  Ms 
execution  some  days  before  it  ar- 
riyed  ;  and  when  it  came  the  fatal 
news  was  concealed  from  him  till 
his  wife,  who  was  then  present,  had 
retired. 

It  is  recorded,  to  the  credit  of 
Mr.  Rice,  that,  before  he  quitted  the 
kingdom,  he  sent  for  his  trades- 
men's bills,  and  discharged  all  those 
that  were  deliyered. 

Mr.  Rice's  friends  petitioned  that 
he  might  be  allowed  a  coach  to  the 
place  of  execution ;  but  this  fiayoar 
was-  denied,  and,  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1763,  he  was  placed  in  a 
cart,  and  attended  by  a  faithM 
friend,  who  was  too  generous  to 
leaye  him  till  the  last  fatal  moment 

At  Tyburn,  the  place  of  exeoa^ 
tion,  he  attended  alone  to  prayen, 
where  he  expressed  hims^f  with 
ardour  and  feryency,  suffisring  the 
pains  of  death  with  a  placid  hope 
of  a  happy  immortality ;  and,  per* 
haps,  no  man  erer  expiated  his 
crimes  at  the  fatal  tree  more  nnU 
yersally  lamented* 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Rice  was 
liying  at  the  time  his  misfortaoes 
commtmced  ;  and  her  friends,-  aax- 
lous  to  alleyiate  her  distress,  told 
her  that  her  son  was  taken  ill  at 
Cambray:  they  then  added  that 
his  life  was  despaired  of;  and  at 
leogth  said  that  he  was  dead.  The 
old  lady  lired  at  Stoke  Newington ; 
and  when,  on  the  day  after  execa- 
tion,  the  criers  of  dying  speeches 
made  their  perambulations,  the  in- 
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hftbitaDts  of  NewingtoD,  with  a  ge- 
nerosity tiiat  will  CTer  do  them 
honour^  gaTe  the  poor  people 
money  not  to  cry  the  speeches  near 
her  hooso.  Great  as  the  crime 
waft  for  which  this  man  suffered,  it 
will  appear  in  the  eje§  of  English. 


men  less  reprehensible  than  the 
savage  conduct  of  his  assigneii^,' 
who,  on  taking  out  a  commission 
of  bankruptcy,  sold  his  effects,  and 
among  the  rest  his  negro  boy ! ! ! 
A  sla?e  in  Britain  !  proh  pudor  ! 


MICHAEL  SAMPSON, 

CONVICTED  OF  FORGERY. 


Wk  give  a  place  to  this  case  from 
its  presenting  a  singular  extension 
of  the  royal  mercy  in  the  crime  of 
forgery.  The  greatest  interest 
since  thb  instance  has  been  made  in 
vain  for  pardon  to  forgcrers,  par- 
ticularly for  the  two  brothers,  Ro- 
bert and  Daniel  Perreau,  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Dodd,  and  William  Wynne 
Rylandy  whose  cases  we  shall  hero- 
after  give,  and  many  others. 

Michael  Sampson  was  not,  in 
fact,  arrived  at  the  estate  of  man 
when  he  committed  a  forgery,  with- 
out, perhaps,  being  aware  of  th.e 
enormity  of  (he  crime,  and  for 
which  he  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bai- 
.ley,  and  found  guilty. 

He  had  received  a  good  educa- 
tion, was  brought  up  to  the  sea 
service,  and  already  commanded  a 
merchant  vessel ;  and,  young  as  he 
was,  he  was  distinguished  by  the 
appellation  of  Captain  Sampson. 

When  brought  up  to  the  bar, 
May  the  dth,  1764,  to  receive 
judgment,  on  being  asked  by  the 
clerk  of  the  arraigns,  in  the  usual 
forn,  ^  Why  sentence  of  death 
shonld  not  be  passed  upon  him  ?' 
he  thns  addressed  the  Court : —  ' 
^  My  Lords, 

^  After  havingvolantarily  pleaded 
guilty,  I  humbly  wait  to  receive 
the  sentence  of  the  la^.  Great  as 
mj  crime  is,  hit  majesty's  mercy  ts 
still  greater ;.aAd  if,  in  my  past 
conduct,  any  circumstances  have 
happily  appeared,  by  which  I  have 


(under  God)  been  the  means  of 
saving  the  lives  of  any  of  his  majes- 
ty's subjects  (and  with  truth  1  can 
say  that  1  have  saved  above  two 
hundred  from  perishing),  I  hope 
those  circumstances  will,  in  some 
measure,  recommend  me,  a  truly 
sincere  penitent,  to  his  royal  mercy; 
and,  if  it  shoiild  be  his  gracious 
pleasure  to  save  that  forfeited  life, 
which  t>efore  had  been  the  means  of 
saving  so  many  others,  the  re« 
mainder  of  it.  shall  be  spent  in  a 
mann^  becoming  the  situatloif  of 
one  sensible  of  that  inestimable 
blessings 

^  My  lords,  I  applied  to  tho 
Court  last  sessions  .to  put  off  my 
trial,  in  order  that  I  might  be  able 
to  lay  many  favorable  circum- 
stances before  fhKi  Court  that  might 
incline  your  lordships  to  mercy; 
but,  being  advised  that  thoie  cir- 
cumstances were  more  proper  to  lie 
laid  before  his  royal  majesty,  I  con- 
fessed that  guilt  which  in  conscience 
1  could  not  deny. 

^  Your  lordships  are  men ;  you 
feel  as  men ;  and,  perhap8,Tnay  now 
feel  some  compassion  for  an  unhap- 
py youth,  truly  penitent,  and  not 
yet  twenty  years  of  age. 

^  Permit  me,  my  lords,  to  add, 
that,  if  your  lordships,  who  are 
now  proceeding  according  to  strict 
law,  shall  be  pleased  to  render  me 
any  compassionate  services,  that 
obligation  to  myself  and  my  worthy 
relations,  now  involved  In  my  suf^ 
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ferings,  but  oot  In  my  fcuUt,  will 
never  be  forgotten.  But,  raj  lordf, 
if,  after  all,  the  bitter  cap  of  jus- 
tice M  not  to  be  remoTed  from  me, 
I  hiimbly  subrotl  to  tbj  nill,  O 
G^d,  iQ  whom  I  trn&t»' 

A  certain  nobleman,  high  in  of- 
fice, several  of  ^hoie  domestics 
were  among  the  oamber  whom 
Sampson  had  been  the  principal 
cause  of  saving  from  drowning, 
used  all  his  Inflaence  in  favour  of 
the  wretched  youth  ;  and  succeeded 
in  first  obtJiinlng  a  respite,  and 
eventuallj  a  pai^on.  The  conti. 
deration  which  moved  the  royal 
breast  to  mercy  was,  doubtless,  his 
ba? iDg  saved  the  lives  of  so  manj 
(el low. creatures  from  perishing  in 
the  D«blin  packet,  bound  for  Ire. 
land  ;  yet  still  It  opened  a  dot^r  to 
pardon  for  an  offence  which  never 
can  be  endured  io  a  commercial 
coMlry  like  Britain. 

When  the  conditional  pardon 
reached  Newgate  U  was  found  to 
include  eight  unhappy  culprits, 
then  under  soAtence  of  death,  on 
condition  of  totMsporlatioii  for  life/ 
to  America;  vie.  Michael  Sampson, 
William  Brown,  Ricbard  Bevas^ 
William  Bellet,.j4mei  Wharton, 
John  Boyla»,  Richard  Gray,  and 
John  Faulkner ;  and  the  foUowi«g 


pardoned  on  oowlltlon  oi  traMpor- 
tation  for  Mvien  years ;  vk.  Rieliard 
Jewes,  William  Maaoir^,  William 
Smith,  and  Elisabeth  Osborne. 

Sampson  being  asked  in  the  utoal 
manner,  as  veil  as  all  the  rest, 
whether  he  would  accept  his  ma. 
jeaty's  favour  on  the  above  condi- 
tion, he  thus  replied  :— 
« My  Lord, 

*  It  Is  entirely  above  my  compre. 
kension  to  express  the  gratitude  and 
thanks  I  owe  for  suck  extraordi- 
nary merey  to  an  unfortunate 
3roung  man,  whose  life  was  forfeited 
to  pi»blic  justice.  I  most  humbly 
accept  of  tbe  proffered  terms,  and 
will  never  cease  to  pray  for  the 
eternal  happiness  of  my  most  beee- 
Tolent  king,  through  whose  meet 
gracious  mercy  1  now  exist. 

*  Words  cannot,  my  lord,  yet  my 
future  conduct  shall  demonstrate, 
that  it  may  not  be  amiss  sometines 
to  temper  jufltiee  with  mercy.  And 
I  most  h«mbly  return  your  lord- 
ship, and  this  honorable  Court,  my 
most  grateful  thanks  for  the  tron- 
ble  they  have  been  at,  and  for  their 
generous  behaviour  towards  me*' 

This  unfortunate  young  man  wms 
sent  to  Vtrgiaia,  pnrsuant  to  bis 
sentence  of  transportation. 


THOMAS  WATKINS, 

EXECUTBO  PC  a  MURDER. 


This  hardened  villain  was  nearly 
sixty  years  of  age  when  he  com- 
mitted^ with  aggravated  cruelty, 
the  foul  crime  for  which  he  most 
justly  underwent  the  seiileofie  of 
the  la«. 

In  the  night  of  the  4tb  of  Fe- 
bmary^  1764y  some  ruffiaoA  broke 
into  the  house  of  (wa  maiden  ladies 
of  iorUune,  of  the  name  ol  Hasii* 
mersleyy  residittg  near  Windsor, 
ivitfa  such.  QSiition,  that  thi^r  Utok 


the  ladies'  pockets  fsotn  under  their 
piUows  while  the  owners  were 
ailsep.  A  masd-servmnt,  who  it 
was  supposed  had  beett  alarmed, 
was  murdered  by  tbem  on  their 
quitting  the  hoMe. 

The  struggles  of  the  poor  woman 
awoke  ihe  lilies :  they  odled,  bat, 
no  answer  besag  made,  tiwy  got 
ap,  procured  a  light,  and,  la  their 
horror^  found  the  body  of  tWsr 
taitbfnl  servant  dead,  witb  a 
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kerohief  crammed  into  her  moiHh, 
a  eord  tight  twisted  round  her  neck, 
tod  ber  bead  forced  between  her 
legs,  and  tied  to  tbe  foot  of  the  bed- 
stead. 

.  A  reward  of  fifty  pounds  being 
offered  for  the  apprehension  and 
con? iction  of  the  murderer,  Thooiai 
Watkins,  by  trade  a  gardener,  was 
taken  up  on  suspicion,  and  .com- 
mitted to  Reading  gaol. 

His  trial  occupied  eight  hours, 
during  which  the  hardened  wretch 
behated  with  the  utmost  resQlutioo, 
asked  the  witnesses  many  questions, 
and  asserted  his  innocence  in  the 
strongest  terms.'  Though  no  abso. 
lute  proof  could  be  adduced  of  his 
hating  comn^tted  the  murder^  yet 
a  great  number  of  concurring  cir. 
cumstances  rendered  his  guilt  clear 
to  tbe  jury,  who,  with  little  delibe- 
ration, found  him  guilty,  and  he 
received  sentence  of  death. 

He  was  carried  in  a  post-chaise 
from  Reading  to  Windsor«  where 
the  murder  was  committed,  accom- 
panied by  the  executioner,  the  un- 
der^heriff,  and  his  jafclin.men. 

A  short  time  before  he  was  turned 
off  the  culprit  l>eckoned  to  some 
que  among  the  spectators,  when  a 
ipan  named  William  Innis,  a  day- 
labourer,  in  CJewer  Lane,  a  neigh- 
hour  to  Watkins,  thin)Ling  it  might 
be  for  him,  went  up  to  the  cart,  and 
got  upon  the  stock  of  the  wheel. 
The  malefactor  placed  his  face 
close  to  that  of  Innis,  so  that  their 
cheeks  touched;  when  the  latter 
said,  *  What  do  you  want  V 


Culprit.  Uefeateagreatonm- 
ber  of  spectators. 

Innis.  Are  you  guilty  ?  If  you 
are,  satisfy  the  crowd. 

Culprit.  I  will  not.  I  hare 
been  hanged  in  chains  two  days  be* 
fore,  in  my  own  way. 

Innis.     What  way  ii  that? 

Culprit.     Ask  Mrs.  H— . 

Innis.  Did  you  murder  the 
girl  ? 

Culprits  I  had  no  design  to  do 
it,  but  she  refused  to  be  familiar 
with  me:  she  would  not  consent; 
upon  which  I  took  a  string  out  of 
my  pocket,  and  tied  it  round  her 
ii€ck,  which  made  her  squall  out :  I 
then  tied  it  tighter,  but  did  not 
think  of  choking  her,  and  then  I 
had  my  wish. 

He  attended  but  little  to  his  de- 
votions, and  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1764,  was  launched  into  eternity, 
amid  the  execrations  of  a  vast  con- 
course of  people. 

His  body  was  afterwards  hung  in 
chains. 

It  was  supposed  that  this  obdu- 
rate sinner,  in  his  dying  moments, 
would,  by  his  insinuation  to  Innis, 
have  traduced  the  good  fame  of  the 
ladies  whose  bousq  he  had  broken 
open  and  robbed.  Had  this  been 
known  through  the  crowd,  it  was 
supposed  they  would  have  torn  him 
tQ  pieces. 

He  had  an  associate  or  more, 
eyident  from  their  footsteps,  apd 
we  regret  notbeing  able  to  find  that 
his  accomplices  were  ever  appre- 
bended. 


WILLIAM  CORBETT, 

SZECUTVO  FOR  THE  MURDER  OW  MR.  AN»  MRS.  KNIGHT. 


.  Thii  man  of  blood  was  bom  at 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire, 
North  America,  and  bred  a  ship. 
Wright  His  mother  dying  when 
he  was  very  young,  he  ran  away 
to  Connecticttt,  in  New  England, 


where  he  entered  on  board  a  sloop, 
and  made  two  or  three  voyages ; 
but,  not  living  so  well  as  he  ex- 
pected on  board  the  ship,  he  de- 
serted ;  and  when  he  came  to  Bos* 
ton  he  contracted  himKlf  with  a 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


348        KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'a  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


gentleman  who  dealt  in  lamber, 
which  he  sent  in  vessels  to  the 
West  Indies ;  and  Corbett  made 
sereral  voyages  in  his  serTice,  bat 
was  so  addicted  to  drinking  and 
theft,  that  he  recei?ed  frequent 
correction  for  those  vices. 

At  length  he  sailed  to  Newfound- 
land with  one  Captain  Warton, 
and,  as  he  was  a  good  ship-car- 
pcnter,  might  have  been  happy  In 
his  situation ;  but  his  irregularities 
obliged  the  captain  to  dismiss  him  ; 
on  which  he  procured  employment 
in  repairing  fishing.boats,  and  other 
craft;  but,  spending  his  earnings 
in  great  extravagance,  he  invotred 
himself  in  debt,  which  obliged  him 
to  embark  on  board  a  ship  for  Bar- 
badoes,  to  avoid  a  prison. 

After  this  he  sailed  to  several 
parts  of  North  America,  and  at 
length  settled  at  Halifax,  in  Nova 
Scotia.  At  length  ho  sailed  to 
England,  and  associated  with  the 
worst  of  company  In  Wapping  and 
Kotherhithe,  which  tended  still  far- 
ther to  debauch  a  mind  already 
much  depraved. 

A  few  weeks  before  Corbett 
committed  the  crime  for  which  he 
suffered  he  took  lodgings  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Knight,  a  publican, 
at  Rotherhithe ;  nor  had  he  been 
long  in  the  family,  which  consisted 
only  of  the  man,  his  wife,  and  the 
maid-servant,  before  he  resolved  on 
the  murder  of  them  all;  but  the 
maid-servant  escaped  his  fury. 


At  the  Surrey  assizes  in  1764 
William  Corbett  wiis  indicted  for 
the  murder  of  Henry  Knight,  and 
Ann,  his  wife,  by  catting  their 
throats;  and  was  again  indicted, 
on.  the  coroners  inquest,  for  the 
said  murder ;  and  a  third  time,  for 
robbing  the  house.  He  was  foQod 
guilty  on  his  own  confession,  and  a 
variety  of  collateral  evidence. 

After  having  committed  the  mur- 
der, he  rifled  the  house  of  money, 
and  even  put  on  some  of  Mr. 
Knight's  linen  and  other  clothes. 
He  then  went  to  Billingsgate,  where 
he  was  apprehended. 

Aftcp  conviction  he  acknow- 
ledged that  he  endeavored  to  set 
fire  to  Mr.  Knight's  house. 

On  the  day  of  execution,  April 
the  4th,  1764,  he  was  conveyed 
to  Kenning  ton  Common,  where  be 
again  acknowledged  his  guilt,  and, 
having  spent  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  in  devotion,  underwent  the 
sentence  of  the  law,  and  was  hung 
in  chains  on  the  road  between  Ro- 
therhithe and  Deptford. 

At  York,  on  the  10th  of  August/ 
1764,  Abraham  Clayton  was  eze- 
cutcd,  and  his  body  anatomized, 
for  the  murder  of  his  wife.  This 
unfortunate  malefactor  had  sup- 
ported a  good  character ;  bat  his 
wife  being  of  a  jealous  temper,  one 
day,  with  bitter  words,  charging 
and  upbraiding  him  with  keeping 
company  with  other  women,  be  in- 
stantly strangled  her. 


THOMAS  USHER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  ROBBERY. 

^  This  treacherous  thief  waf  clerk    appropriating  it  to  his  own  use. 


to  the  o^er  of  the  Bristol  waggon. 
A  captain  of  a  ship  having  deli- 
vered to  him,  and  entered  on  his 
books,  a  parcel  to  be  forwarded 
to  London,  containing  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  pounds,  the 
tnworfhy    servant  determined  on 


Before  he  set  off,  willing  to  plun. 
der  to  the  utmost,  he  took  two 
hundred  pounds  belonging  to  Mr. 
William  James,  his  master,  and 
ev«n  robbed  his  fellow-servants  of 
their  watches. 

Upon  the  discovery  of  the  flight 
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and  robbery,  Mr.  James. pursued 
faim  to  London,  where  he  had  rea. 
son  to  suppose  the  thief  would 
take  refuge.  He  traced  him  to  the 
Oxford  Arms,  in  Oxford  Road,  to 
which  he  came  in  a  post-chaise  and 
four,  but  he  soon  after  set  off  in  a 
hackney-coach.  Mr.  James  now 
despaired  of  tracing  him  any  far. 
ther;  but,  being  persuaded  to  lay 
the  case  before  Sir  John  Fielding, 
the  myrmidons  of  that  active  ma- 
gistrate soon  found  the  coachman 
who  had  taken  up  Usher  and  his 
bobty.  It  appeared  that  he  had 
paid  an  extra  fare  to  be  driren  by 
the  Islington  road  to  the  Black 
Bull,  at  Whitechapel,  with  a  view 
to  evade  pursuit.  From  thence  he 
was  followed  to  Sabridgeworth, 
in  Hertfordshire,  and  there  appro- 
bended.  Most  of  the  money  lodged 
by  the  Bristol  captain,  which  was 
in  Portugal  gold,  was  found  upon 
htm. 

•  A  letter  was  also  discovered,  di. 
rected  to  his  wife,  appointing  her 
to  meet  him  at  an  inn  on  Epping 
Forest,  and  to  iuTite  her  brother 


and  sister  to  come  along  with  her, 
having  joyful  news  to  tell  them ; 
no  less,  continued  the  letter,  than  a 
thousand  pounds  gained  in  the  lot- 
tery, and  which  he  had  about  him. 

The  M(ife  was,  however,  deprivc<l 
of  the  pleasure  of  the  journey,  by 
the  officers  apprehending  her,  on 
whom  they  found  above  one  hun* 
dre d  pounds,  and  one  of  the  watches 
stolen  by  her  husband,  which  left 
little  doubt  of  her  having  been  privy 
to  the  robbery. 

Usher  was  brought  back  to  Bris- 
tol,  and  indicted  for  the  offence  at 
the  next  Court.  Upon  the  trial, 
the  circumstances  already  related 
being  proved,  and  the  evidence  of 
his  master  full  and  positive,  he  was 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  for 
death. 

During  his  execution,  which 
took'place  at  Bristol,  May  the  4th, 
1764,  while  the  attention  of  the 
populace  was  wholly  employetl 
upon  the  malefactor,  a  single  high- 
wayman, well  mounted,  committed 
a  robbery,  in  the  sight  of  thou- 
sands, and,  for  a  time,  escaped! 


JOHN  WESKET  AND  JOHN  COOPER; 

THX  rORMBE  EXECUTED  FOU  aOBBBEY,   THE   LATTER  TRANSPORTED   FOR 
RECEIVING  TUB  STOLEN  PROPERTY. 


John  Wesxet  had  been  many 
years  a  gentleman's  servant,  aiyd 
had  pilfered  from  several  of  his 
employers.  In  company  with  one 
Bradley,  he  robbed  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  in  Hatton  Garden,  with 
whom  the  latter  lived,  and  also 
robbed  the  chambers  of  Mr.  Mod- 
tagae,  a  Master  in  Chancery. 

Wesket  was  eng^ed  as  a  porter 
to  Lord  Harrington,  in  the  year 
1763 ;  bat  continued  his  acquaint, 
ance  with  Bradley ;  and  was  like* 
wise  intimate  with  Cooper,  who 
kept  a  chandler's  shop  in  Little 
Turnstile,  at  whose  house  Bradley 
lodged ;  and  both  these  men  fisited 
Wesket  at  his  new  place. 


Wesket,  having  formed  a  plan 
for  robbing  his  noble  master,,  im- 
parted his  design  to  the  other  two. 
He  and  Bradley  agreed  to  commit 
the  robbery  on  the  following  Sa- 
turday night,  when  Lord  and  Lady 
Harrington  were  to  go  to  the 
Opera,  which  would  give  Wesket 
an  opportunity  of  concealing  his 
accomplice  in  the  house, 

Wesket  secreted  Bradley  in  his 
chamber,  and  told  him  to  remain 
there  till  about  midnight,  when  ho 
would  come  to  him. 

I^rd  Harrington  and  his  lady 
eame  from  the  Opera  about  twelve 
at  night;  and  in  less  than  two  hours 
afterwards,   when  all   the  family 
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were  quiet,  Wesket  went  to  hit 
accomptice,  and  took  bim  into  the 
kitchen,  where  an  Impretsion  from 
Bradley's  dirty  shoes  was  made  on 
the  dresser ;  and  they  then  made  a 
similar  impression  in  the  area,  first 
leaTing  the  kitchen  window  open, 
as  an  intimation  that  the  robber 
had  gone  off  that  way. 

They  now  went  into  the  study, 
where  they  lighted  a  candle;  and 
Wesket  having  forced  open  the 
burcan  by  means  of  a  gimlet  and 
a  chisel,  they  took -out  notes, 
jewels,  and  money^  to  the  amount 
of  two  thousand  potinds,.  all  which 
Wesket  consigned  to  Bradley's 
care,  Mdding  him  carry  the  bootjc 
to  Cooper ;  and  then  let  bim  out 
at  the  street  door,  and  went  to  bed. 

When  Lord  Harrington  .went 
into  his  study  he  discovered  the 
depre«latton  that  had  been  made  on 
his  property  ;  whereupon  a  atricc 
search  was  made  through  the  house, 
to  find  which  way  the  thief  had 
escaped  :  and  now  it  was  that  the 
impression  of  Bradley's  shoes  was 
noticed  on  the  dresser  and  in  the 
area ;  but,  as  it  was  observed  that 
no  footsteps  appeared  except  in  the 
kitchen  and  area,  it  was  presumed 
that  some  person  within  the  house 
had  committed  the  robbery. 

The  chisel,  gimlet,  and  tinder, 
box,  were  fonnd  by  the  steward, 
whtf  interrogated  Wesket  respect* 
ing  ihe  robbery ;  and  some  suspi*  ^ 
cion  arising  that  he  had  a  concern  in 
It,  Lord  Harrington  sent  for  a  ma- 
gistrarle,  who  questioned  all  the 
servants  in  the  strictest  manner ; 
and  Wesket,  in  whose  pocket  ten 
guineas  w'erc  found,  was  turned 
away,  on  the  presumption  of  his 
guilt,  as  nothing  arose  that  could 
justify  the  magistrate  In  commits 
ting  him  to  prison. 

He  was  no  sooner  dDmissed  than 
he  went  into  one  of  the  boxea  at 
Cosent  GrarJen  Theatre,  when 
Bradley,  happening    to    see  him 


from  the.f allery,  vTaited  for  him  a| 
the  playhouse  dosr,  after  the  en* 
tertainment  was  over.  Wesket 
having  informed  his  companloB  of 
what  had  passed  since  the  rob. 
bery,  Bradley  told  him  what  booty 
had  been  obtained,  anddenred  bim 
to  come  to  Cooper's  and  iueped  it. 
They  accordingly  met  on  the  foi. 
lowing  day  ;  when  Bradlej,  repre- 
sen  ting  the  danger  of  trying  to  put 
off  the  notes  in  London,  proposed 
to  attempt  doing  it  at  Chester  lair« 

Thi:»  being  agreed  to,  Bradley 
went  to  the  fair,  where  he  par« 
chased  a  quantity  €>(  Hiieii,  fer 
which  he  paid  the  notes  to  the  Irish 
dealers,  and  received  the  baiaaee 
iu  cash. 

The  iiUirl  of  Harrington  having 
kept  the  number  of  one  of  the 
notes  of  which  he  had  l>een  robbed, 
it  was  carried  to  the  Bank^  where 
the  payment  of  it  was  stopped; 
and  it  war  traced  through  the  handt 
of  many  persons  to  those  of  Mr. 
Smith,  a  Liverpool  merchant,  who 
aid  she  took  it  ef  Mr.  Brealli,  a 
linen  factcn*,  at  Newry,  In  Ireland. 

Mr.  Breath  being  written  to,  hn 
answer  was  that  he  received  it  of  a 
person  at  Chester  fair,  who  said 
his  name  was  Walker,  and  was 
dressed  like  a  gentleman,  bat  had 
nothing  in  his  behaviour  that  eooM 
warrant  his  assuming  thai  tiile. 

On  this  Lord  .  Harringtoii's 
steward  went  to  endeavour  to  learn 
where  the  supposed  Walker  had 
lodged  during  the  fair,  which  he 
found  to  have  been  at  the  honee  of 
a  shoemaker  named  lUppiagtea* 
He  learned  farther  that  Walker  had 
set  out  for  London  in  a  pett-^ihaise, 
and,  on  his  arrival  in  the  metrope* 
lis,  had  written  a  letter,  desiring 
that  a  poqket-book,  which  he  had 
left  behind  him^  might  be  tent  to 
ike  St.  Clement's  Coffee-house,  in 
the  Strand. 

Thestewaid,  having  reeeived  this 
letter,  brought  it  to  London^  and 
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deltferad  tt  to  Sir  John  {^leldtiiir, 
when  it  was  liisoovered  to  be  Brad- 
ley's writing.  The  active  magis- 
trate oaosed  federal  persons  to  at- 
tend at  the  coffee^hoase;  but  no 
^mcormj  aroie  from  thn  diligenee. 

Bradley's  person  was  immediately 
described  in  liand-bilhi,  which  were 
ctrcnlated  throagii  the  kingdom, 
and  a  reward  offered  for  taking  him. 

At  this  jasielore  a  hackney, 
coachman .'  declared,  in  a  public 
house,  that  rn  his  hay-loft  was  a 
large  chest  belonging  to  one  Brad, 
ley ;  and  that  Cooper  had  deliTcred 
the  chest  to  his  care,  bat  be  knew 
not  its  contents.  On  this  Cooper 
was  serit  for  to  Sir  John  Fielding^s ; 
and,  strong  suspicions  of  the  goiit 
both  of  him  and  Wesket  ariaring, 


they  were  coiMnHted  to  Newgate 
for  trial. 

In  a/ew  days  Bradtey  was  fonnd, 
dressed  in  seaman's  apparel,  at  A 
public  house  in  Wapping;  and, 
being  conducted  to  Bow  Street,  he 
made  such  a  declaration  respecting 
the  robbery,  that  Sir  John  Fielding 
thought  proper  to  Udmlt  him  an 
oiridenco  against  the  other  parties. 

At  the  next  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  Wesket  *;and  Cooper  were 
brought  to  trial ;  when  the  former 
wais  capitally  conticted  for  the  biir<. 
glary,  and  sentenced  to  die';  and 
Cooper  was  sentenced  to  be  trans- 
ported for  fourteen  years,  as  the 
reeeirer  of  the  stolen  effects. 

Wesket  suffered  at  Tyburn,  Ja- 
nuary the  9th,  1765. 


BARNEY  CARROL  AND  WILLIAM  KING, 

EXECUTED  FOa  CUTTING  JiSD  MAIMING. 


ClRAOL  and  Kino  had  both 
boen  soUbers,  and,  as  inch,  be« 
haved  nnezceptionably,  partienftarly 
at  the  siege  of  the  HaTannali,  where 
Carrol  was  distiagoished  by  his 
brarery;  but  on  their  return  to 
England  they  determined  to  con. 
mence  robbera,  and  tUs  on  a  plan 
attended  with  the  most  infernal 
cruelty. 

They  procured  two  boys,  named 
Byfield  and  Matthews,  who  wero 
to  pick  pockets,  and,  in  case  they 
were  seized,  the  men  we>e  to  pro- 
cure their  release  by  cutting  the 
parties  who  held  them  across  their 
faces  with  a  knife. 

Carrol  hafing  sharpened  his 
weapon  of  destruction,  they  aU 
went  oat  together  on  the  night  of 
the  17tli  of  June,  1765,  and,  con- 
tinuiag  their  route  from  Coven t 
Garden  to  the  Strand,  saw  a  gen- 
tleman named  Kirby,  near  Somer- 
set Honee,  who  was  walking  s«ry 
slowly,  on  account  of  the  heat  of  tftie 
weather,  which  made  them  think 
him  a  proper  object  of  attack. 


On  this  Carrol  directed  Byfield 
to  pick  the  gentleman's  pocket. 
Byfield  had  got  his  hand  in  the 
pocket,  when  Mr.  Kurby  seized 
him,  and  threatened  to  carry  him 
before  a  magistrate,  but  only  to 
terrify  him  from  such  practices  foi 
the  future. 

On  this  the  other  three  Tillains 
followed  Mr.  Kirby  so  closely  that 
he  suspected  their  connexion  ;  but 
he  still  held  the  boy,  to  frighten 
him  the  mere,  though  he  ohserred 
Carrol  sometimes  before  and  some- 
times behind  hUn.  At  length  the 
▼iliain  came  so  near,  that  the  boy 
cried  ont  ^  Keep  off,  the  gentleman 
will  let  me  go!*  when  Carrol  re- 
plied  ^  Damn  him,  but  I  will  cut 
biml' 

A  gentleman  named  Carr  conrnif 
vp  at  this  juncture,  and  obsenring 
what  was  going  forward,^  desired 
Mr.  Kirbj^  to  consult  his  safety, 
for  that  a  gang  of  villains  sur- 
rounded him.  Mr.  Kirby  now  re- 
quested Mr.  Carr  to  walk  after  him, 
to  prevent  an  assault ;  with  which 
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ho  complied ;  but  ttill  (he  rascali 
did  not  quit  their  iniquitous  design. 

Carrol,  running  past  Mr.  Carr, 
at  the  end  of  Arundel  Street,  cut 
Mr.  Kirby.  across  the  nose  and 
eyes  in  the  most  severe  manner, 
calling  out,  <  Damn  you !  let  the 
boy  go.' 

.  This  assault  being  observed  by 
Mr.  Carr,  he  seized  Carrol's  ariis, 
and  at  this  instant  Kirby,  letting 
go  the  boy,  struck  at  Carrol ;  but 
the  blow  happening  to  fall  on  Mr. 
Carr's  hand,  the  Tillain-made  his 
escape. 

The  rogues  then  ran  off  towards 
St.  Clement's  church,  and  escaped 
through  an  alley  into  Wych  Street, 
though  closely  pursued  by  the  gen* 
tieman. 

Mr.  Kirby  now  felt  great  pain, 
but  had  no  idea  that  ho  had  been 
wounded  by  any  sharp  instrument, 
apprehending  that  his  pain  pro- 
ceeded only  from  a  common  blow. 
At  length  he  found  a  defect  in  his 
sight,  and  presumed  that  dust  had 


been  thrown  iahis  eyes  ;  but,  pat. 
ting  his  hand. to  his  face,  ho  found 
(hat  it  streamed  ^ith  blood. 

Goin^to  the  Crown  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  in  the  Strand,  Mr.  Ingran, 
a  surgeon  of  eminence,  almost  ioi. 
mediately  attended  him  ;  but,  al. 
though  the  utmost  expedition  wu 
used  in  calling  in  the  assistance  of 
that  gentleman,  Mr.  Kirby  had 
lost  near  two  quarts  of  blood  in  the 
short  interval. 

On  examination  it  appeared  that 
the  wound  was  given  in  a  traosverse 
direction,  from  the  Tight  eye  to  the 
left  temple ;  that  two  large  vessels 
were  divided  by  it;  that  there  was 
a  cut  across  the  nose,  which  left  the 
bone  visible ;  and  that  the  eye«ballf 
must  have  been  divided  by  the 
slightest  deviation  from  the  stroke. 

The  abominable  assassins  were 
very  soon  apprehended,  and  found 
guilty  under  the  Coventry  Act*, 
and  hanged  at  Tyburn,  July  31st, 
1765,  amid  the  execrations  of  an 
offended  multitude. 


*  By  an  act  of  parliament  passed  in  the  9td  and  f  3d  of  King  Charles  II.  it  is  enacted 
that, '  If  any  person,  on  purpose,  and  by  malice  aforethought,  and  by  laying  in  wait,  shall 
unlawfully  cut  or  disable  the  tongue,  put  out  an  eye,  slit  the  nose,  cut  off  a  nose  or  lip, 
or  cut  off  or  disable  any  liiub  or  member  of  any  subject,  with  intention,  in  so  doing,  le 
maim  or  disfigure  him,  the  person  so  offending,  his  counsellors,  aiders,  abettors  (know- 
ing of,  and  privy  to,  the  offence),  shall  be  guilty  of  felony,  without  benefit  of  clergy.' 

This  act  is  called  the  <  Coventry  Act,'  because  it  was  made  on  Sir  John  Coventfys 
being  a^aulted  in  tiie  street,  and  having  bis  nose  slit,  on  the  following  occasioii:— 

In  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  it  had  been  received 
tliat,  towards  the  supply,  every  one  that  resorts  to  any  of  the  plav-honses,  who  sits'ia 
the  boxes,  shall  pay  one  shilling  ;  every  one  who  sits  in  the  pit  shall  pa^  sixpence ;  and 
every  other  person  threepence.  This  resolution  (to  which  the  House  disagreed  upon 
the  report)  was  opposed  in  the  committee  by  the  courtiers,  ^ho  gave  for  a  reason,  '  That 
the  players  were  the  king's  servants,  and  a  part  of  his  pleasure.* 

To  this  Sir  John  Coventry,  one  of  the  members,  by  way  of  reply,  asked  *  Whether  the 
king's  pleasure  lay  among  the  men  or  among  the  women  players  }*  This  being  report^ 
at  court,  it  was  highly  resented ;  and  a  resolution  was  privately  taken  to  set  a  mark  on 
Sir  John,  to  prevent  others  from  taking  the  like  liberties. 

Deeember  the  SOth  was  the  night  that  the  House  of  Commons  adjourned  for  the 
Christmas  holidays.  On  the  25th,  one  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's  troop  of  life-guards, 
and  some  few  foot,  lay  in  wait  from  ten  at  night  till  two  in  the  morning,  by  Suflfblk 
Street ;  -and  as  Sir  John  returned  from  the  tavern,  where  he  supped,  to  hb  own  house, 
they  threwliiro  down,  and,  with  a  knife,  cut  the  and  of  his  nose  almost  off;  bdt  company 
coming  made  them  fearful  to  finish  it. 

Tlie  debates  which  this  affair  occasioned  in  the  House  of  Commons  ran  very  hi^ 
One  of  the  members  erophatifally  called  the  attack  on  Coventry  '  A  horrid  an-English 
act.'  During  the  debate  Dr.  Arras  made  an  extraordinary  motion  for  a  bill  to  punish 
any  man  that  should  speak  reflective  on  the  king.  By  some  he  was  called  to  order,  bat 
his  explanation  and  excuse  were  admitted  of. 

Ha  said  he  was  the  only  physician  of  the  House,  and,  hwnanitm  est  errar§,  ha  hoped 
ke  slmuld  be  pardoned. 
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Mrs.  Ghut  and  ker  Daughter  imphring  the  Piratei  to  jove  their  Livet. 


PETER  M^KINLIE,  GEORGE  GIDLEY,   ANDREW  ZEKER- 
MAN,  AND  RICHARD  ST.  QUINTIN, 

.    *  EXECUTED  ron  MUBDBR. 


Bevore  we  enter  upon  thebloody 
deeds  of  these  ibhaman  monsters,  we 
shall  present  oar  readers  with  an 
account  of  the  cnicl  fortune  of  Cap- 
tain John  Glass,  who  had  fought 
against  the  enemies  of  his  country  ; 
and,  after  undergoing  from  them  a 
long  series  of  cruel  treatment,  at 
length  fell  a  lictim  to  the  abomi- 
nable cruelty  of  (he  pirates  abo?e 
named. 

-  This  unfortunate  man  was  the  son 
of  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  Glass,  a 
minister  of  the  Church  of  Scotland, 
^ho  in  several  publications  zealous* 
]y  oppo»«d  the  pra<;tiae  of  religiun 
according  to  particular  forms.  The 
adherents  to  his  religious  opinions 
obtained  the  appellatiou  of  Glass. 
ites;  and  his  doctrines  being  first 
pi-opagaled    in    England    by   Mr. 

YOL.  11. 


Sandeman,  his  9on-in-law,  thos« 
who  adopted  them  were  called 
Sandemanians. 

At  a  very  early  period  young 
Mr.  Glass  afforded  strong  proof  of 
an  acute  and  penetrating  under- 
standing, greatly  beyond  what  could 
be  reasonably  expected  at  his  tender 
years. 

After  the  fine  genius  of  thia  pro. 
mising  youth  had  receWed  some 
cultivation 'at  a  respectable  gram- 
mar-school, he  was  removed  to  the 
University,  where  he  attained  to  a 
great  proficiency  in  the  sciences. 

Having  taken  op  the  degree  of 
M^aster  of  Arts,  he  applied  himself 
to  the  study  of  physic  and  surgery, 
in  which  he  made  a  rapid  progress.- 
He  afterwards  engas^  as  a  surgeon 
on  board  a  trading  vessel  bound  (o 
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the  coasi  of  Guinea ;  and  in  that 
capacitj  made  several  voyages  to 
America. 

His  superior  qaaftfications  gained 
"  him  a  distinguished  place  in  the 
esteem  of  several  capital  merchants, 
who  intrusted  to  him  the  command 
of  a  Tcssel  in  the  Guinea  trade; 
and  his  conduct  prqved  highly*  to 
the  advantage  of  his  owners,  and 
equally  honorable  to  himself. 

When  the  war  against  France 
Was  declared,  Captain  Glass,  upon 
the  minute  review  of  hH  afiairs, 
found  himself  in  possession  of  a 
tery  considerable  sum ;  a  great  part 
of  which  he  determined  to  venture 
on  board  a  pritateen  . 

He  caused  a  vessel  to  be  fitted 
out  with  all  possible  expedition, 
and  took  the  command  on  himself* 
A  mutiny  happened  among  the 
sailors  when  they  had  been  on 
board  about  three  days ;  and  news 
of  this  dtfagreeable  circunntance 
being  communicated  to  the  captain, 
he  hastened  to  the  vessel,  and, 
going  upon  deck,  dared  to  single 
combat  any  man  who  should  pre^ 
same  to  dispute  his  authority  ;  but 
bit  challenge  was  declined;  and, 
by  coolly  reprelkenting  the  danger- 
ous consequences  that  might  result 
from  such  unjastiiable  proceedings, 
eihorting  Uiem  to  an  exact  observ. 
aoce  of  necessary  discipline,  and 
assuring  them  that  his  utmost  en* 
deavoars  shoold  be  exerted  to  pro. 
cure  them  satisfaction  in  every  par- 
ticular, the  harmony  and  good  an- 
derstanding  of  his  crew  were  re« 
stored ;  and  in  a  short  time  after  the 
vesld  proceeded  on  her  voyage. 

In  about 4ten  days  they  made  a^ 
prize  of  a  ship,  richly  laden,  be- 
longing to  France,  which  they  car- 
ried into  a  port  in  the  West  Indies* 

They  soon  after  engaged  two 
ships  of  war,  bat,  after  an  obstinate 
contest,  were  compelled  to  submit 
to.tbe  superior  power  of  the  ene- 


my. The  captain,  however,  did  not 
strike  bis  flag  till  he  had  received  a 
dangerous  wound  on  the  shoulder, 
and  the  greatest  part  of  his  men 
were  slain.  He  was  put  into  one 
of  the  French  prisons,  where  he 
experienced  very  severe  treatment. 

An  exchange  of  prisoners  taking 
place,  Captain  Glass  was  no  sooner 
restored  to  freedom  than  he  re- 
solved to  ipake  a  reserve  of  two 
thousand  pounds,  and  to  venture 
the  remainder  of  his  fortune  oa 
board  a  privateer* 

He  had  sailed  in  hh  Jccond  vessel 
but  a  short  tidM  when  he  was  again 
conquered  by  the  enemy,  and  con- 
veyed to  a  French  prison. 

Captain  Glass,  en  hu  return  to 
England,  was  esteemed  one  of  the 
most  expert,  judicious^  and^  io.i» 
trepid  seamen  iA  the  BHush  navj. 

The  war  balag  (included,  be 
conceived  a  design  0f  sailing  in 
search  of  discoveries ;  and,  in  pur- 
suance of  this  plan,  he  purchased  a 
vessel  adapted  to  his  purpose ;  and, 
having  carefully  made  every  neces- 
sary preparation  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  his  design,  directed  &is 
course  towards  the  coast  of  Africa. 

Between  the  river  Senegal  and 
Cape  de  Verd  he  discovered  a  com* 
modiotts  harbour,  from  whioli  clr« 
cumstancejie  entertained  the  rea* 
sonable  expectation  that  very  great 
commercial  advantages  would  be 
derived* 

The  captain  now  vetunied  to 
England,  and  communicated  kis 
discovery  to  government,  who 
granted  him  an  exclasive  trade  to 
the  harbour  for  the  space  of  twenty 
years* 

That  he  might  be  enabled  to  pur- 
sue his  project  with  the  grea^^f  ad- 
vantagct  he  engaged  iu  partnerskip 
with  two  or  three  gentlemen  of  for- 
tune ;  and  a  veflsel,  furnished  witk 
fdl  necessary  articles,  being  pre< 
pared,  be  sailed  for  the  harbauTy; 
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ivhere  he  arrived  without  medtlog 
with  nny  occvrroices  worthy  erf 
recording. 

He  sent  one  of  hif  men  o§.  sbore» 
with  orders  for  offering-  propoaels 
for  a  commercial  intercoorte  with 
the  natiTet ;  but  the  messeagef  had 
no  looner  landed  than  he  wa» 
oroell J  Qiurdere4  by  the  barbariaos. 

The  captaia  now  suggested  a  plan 
iior  iiifonning  the  king  of  the  couo- 
Uy  that,  by  opeaiog  atrade^  bit  sub- 
jects wpald  derive  great  adfantages* 

The  hiag  affeeted  the  oimost 
wiUiogneflf  to  comply  with  his  pro*- 
posate ;  but,  under  the  appearance 
of  friendBfaip)  endbaTored  to  effeel 
his  destruction*  Having  failed  in 
other  treacherous  schemes,  he  sent 
poisoned  provisions  to  Captain 
Qlassi  who  prndeotly  made  ezpe» 
riments  upon  them,  aad  by  that 
means  preserved  his  life* 

Being  in  great  distress  for  the 
Beeessaries  of  life,  Captain  Glass 
aad  three  of  his  men  ventured  ii^ 
aea  ia  aa  open  boat,  intending  to 
4irect  their  course  towards  the  Ca«- 
oaries^  for  ih%  purpose  of  purohas* 
ipg  provisions. 

The  natives,  hdag  apprised  of 
Aeb  departure,  aUeaipted  to  pUn^ 
der  the  ship ;  bui  they  were  edbew 
iuaUy  repulsed  by  the  reaiaining 
part  of  the  crew. 

The  inso  wha  contiaued  in  tho 
Tassel  being  eitreaiely  dietvessed^ 
jadgiog  that  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  remaia  longer  ia  the  hirbour^ 
aad  despakiag  of  their  eaptain^s  re-, 
imn  90  early  as  was  expected^  thejr 
sailed  for  i^giaad,  where  they  ar«^ 
fiaed,  after  oocaaateving  a  variety 
of  daagers,  diffioulties^  aed  dii* 
tresses. 

Captain  Glass  arrived  at  one  of 
the  Canary  Islands,  apd  presented 
a  petition  to  the  governor,  suppli- 
eating  permissian  to  purchase  pro* 
visions;  but  the  inhuman  Spaniard 
cansed  him  to  be  apprehended  as  a 


spy,  aad  ordered  him  to  be  toafin^d 
ia  a  noisome  dungeon^  where  he 
was  allowed  no  other  lustananoa 
than  bread  and  water ;  and,  to  ag« 
grarate  his  distress,  the  barbarous 
tyrant  denied  him  the  use  of  pen, 
ink,  and  paper* 

In  this  unhappy  situatloii  the 
oaptaia  remained  npwards  of  six 
months.  At  length  he  climbed  up 
to  the  iron  bars  that  were  across 
the  space  for  admitting  light  to  tho 
dungeon,  and  pereehed  an  English 
vessel  in  the  harbour.  The  eight 
of  a  vessel  beloogiag  to  his  native 
country  inspired  him  with  hopes  of 
regaintog  bis  liberty ;  but  bis  d&. 
spa&r  was  renewed  upon  conddefing 
the  apparent  ImpossibiUty  of  aak« 
ing  his  miserable  fate  known  ta 
those  who  would  be  inclioed  to 
afford  him  rell^* 

At  length  he  adopted  the  fol*^ 
lowing  eipedientc—by  means  of  a 
piece  of  charcoal  he  wrote  h\i  oaaie» 
and  some  words  intimating  his  dia* 
tress,  upon  a  biscuit,  whidi  he  foa^ 
tonately  dropped  from  the  grate  of 
theduogeon  at  the  moment  whea- 
an  English  sailor  was  passing.  be«« 
neath.  The  man,  obeerviQg  tha 
captain^s  name  upOR  the  bifcuily 
carried  it  to  his  commander,  wh^ 
immediately  made  applicAliaa  tai 
the  governor  for  tha  relief  af  bS2 
coaatrymaa.  In  coasequenae  oi 
this  humaae  Intercession^  the  firusA 
and  tyrannieal  Spaniai4  snfcjeetc|jr 
the  petitioner  to  savari^  of  tesatft 
Bftent  equai  to  thai  sustained  1^ 
Captain  Glasa. 

A  ship  thateaon  atef  wards  sailed; 
for  Englaad  ecEnreyed  news  to  our 
mioittry  ot  the  arbitrary  aad  baiw 
barons  conduct  of  the  governor^ 
and,  speedy  application  being  made 
to  the  Kiag  of  Spaia,  he  issued  an. 
order  for  the  release  of  the  twja 
captains. 

About  the  time  that  Captain 
Glass  reoovered  his  freedom,  U» 
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vife  «nd  daughter)  a  young  lady 
about  twelve  years  old,  remarkable 
.for  her  beauty  and^fine  accomplish- 
raenfs,  arri?ed  at  the  Canaries,  on 
board  a  ship  from  London  ;  and 
their  first  interview  with  him  af- 
forded a  scene  truly  affecting. 
•  Captain  Glass  now  embarked, 
with  his  wife  and  daughter,  on 
board  a  ship  bound  to  London, 
ilnder  the  command  of  Captain 
Cockeran. 

While;  the  ship  lay  at  the  Ca- 
naries, a  plot  was  concerted  be- 
tween Peter  M^Rinlie,  the  boat- 
swain, a  native  of  Ireland  ;  George 
Gidley,  the  cook,  born  in  the  west 
of  Yorkshire ;  Richard  St.  Quintin, 
a  native  of  tjie  same  country  ;  and 
Andrew  Zekerman,  a  Dutchman — 
for  murdering  all  the  other  per- 
sons on  board,  and  seizing  the 
treasure,  which,  including  what 
Captain  Glass  had  shipped  in  be- 
half of  himself  and  his  partners, 
amounted  to  a  hundred  thousjind 
pounds  in  dollars. 

The  villains  made  three  attempts 
on  different  nights  to  carry  their 
horrid  plan  into  execution,  but 
were  prevented  through  the  cir- 
oomspection  of  their  commander. 
«— The  conspirators  were  appointed 
to  the  night* watch  on  the  13th  of 
mvember,  when  th^  ship  had 
I'eached  the  British  Channel ;  and, 
about  midnight,  the  captain  going 
upon  the  quarter-deck  to  see  that 
all  things  were  dbposed  in  proper 
order,  he,  upon  his  return,  was 
seized  by  the  boatswain,  who  held 
him  while  Gidley  struck  him  with 
an  iron  bar,  and  fractured  his  skull> 
after  which  they  threw  him  into  the 
si^a.  Two  of  the  seamen,  who  were 
not  concerned  in  the  conspiracy, 
hearing  the  captain's  groans,  came 
upon  deck,  and  were  immediately 
murdered  and  thrown  overboard. 

Captain  Glass,  being  alarmed, 
went  up  the  gangway,  and,  judg- 


ing that  a  mutiny  had  happened,  re^ 
turned  to  fetch  his  sword.  M^Kin- 
lie,  guessing  his  design,  followed 
him  down  the  steps  leading  toihe 
cabin,  and  waited  in  the  dark  lilt 
the  captain  returned  with  a  drawn 
sword  in  his  hand,  when,  getting 
unperceived  behind  him,  he  seized 
both  his  arms,  and  then  called  to 
his  accomplices  to  murder  him. 
Captain  Glass,  being. a  very  power- 
ful man,  had  nearly  disengaged  him- 
self from  the  ruffian,  when  Zeker- 
man came  up,  whom  the  captain 
wounded  in  the  arm;  but  before 
he  could  recover  his  sword  he  was 
overpowered,  the*other  villains  soon 
joining  their  associates.  The  un- 
happy man  was  no  sooner  dis- 
armed than'  he  was  many  tines 
run  through  the  body ;  after  which 
he  was  thrown  overboard. 

Mrs.  Glass  and  her  daughter  now 
came  on  deck,  and,  falling  on  their 
knees,  supplicated  for  mercy ;  but 
they  found  the  villains  otteriy  des- 
titute of  the  tender  feelings  of 
humanity;  and  Zekerman  telling 
them  to  prepare  for  death,  they 
embraced  each  other  in  a  most 
affectionate  manner,  and  were  theo 
forced  from  each  other's  arms  and 
thrown  into  the  sea- 
Having  put  all  the  crew  to  death, 
excepting  a  boy  who  had  attended 
Captain  Glass,  and  another  boy 
who  was  an  apprentice  on  board 
the  ship,  the  murderers  steered  to-, 
wards  the  Irish  coast,  and  on  the 
3d  of  December  found  themsdres 
within  ten  leagues  of  the  harbour 
of  Ross.  They  hoisted  out  the 
long-boat,  and  put  into  it  dollars 
to  the  amount  of  two  tons;  and, 
after  knocking  out  the  windows  of 
the  ballast  ports,  rowed  towards 
shore,  leaving  the  two  boys  to  link 
with  the  vessel. 

Captain  Glasses  boy  could  not 
swim,  and  he  kas  therefore  soon 
drowned ;  but  the  other  Uid  swam 
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to'tbeboat,  when  Zekerroan  §  track 
kim  «  fiolent  blow  on  the  breast, 
wfaieh  occasioned  him  inmediatelf 
to  sink. 

Having  thus  massacred  eight  in  no. 
cent  persons,  the  villains  proceeded 
to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Ross ; 
but,  thinking  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  go  up  the  river  with  so  much 
richosi  thej  buried  two  hundred 
fuid  fifty  bags  of  dollars  in  the  sand, 
wad  conveyed  as  much  treasure  as 
they  could  possibly  bear  about  their 
persons  to  a  village  called  Fisher* 
town,  where  they  stopped  for  re« 
freshment ;  and,  daring  their  re« 
gale,  an  Irishman  privately  robbed 
them  of  a  bag  Containing  twelve 
hondred  dollars. 

On  the  following  day  they  went 
to  Ross,  and  there  sold  twelve  hun. 
dred  dollars.  Having  purchased 
c(acb  a  pair  of  pistols,  and  hired 
horses  for  themSelres  and  two 
guides,  they  rode  to  Dublin,  and 
took  up  their  residence  at  the 
Black  Bull,  in  Thomas  Street. 

The  wreck  of  the  ship  was  driven 
on  shore  on  the  day  of  their  leaving 
Ross;  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
Tillains  had  lived  at  Fishertown 
and  Hoss,  their  general  behaviour, 
and  other  circomstances,  being  un- 
derstotMl  as  grounds  for  suspicion 
of  their  being  pirates,  an  eipress 
was  dispatched  by  two  gentlemen 
to  the  lords  of  the  regency  at  Dub. 
lin,  exhibiting  the  several  causes  of 
suspicion,  and  giving  a  particular 
description  of  the  supposed  delin. 
quents. 

On  board  the  wreck  was  found 
a  sampler  worked  by  Miss  Glass, 
from  which  it  appeared  that  a  part 
of  the  work  was  done  on  her  birth. 


day,  which  afterwards  proved  to 
be  the.day  preceding  that  on  which 
the  murders  were  perpetrated ;  and 
this  sampler  proved  a  principal, 
means  of  leading  to  a  discovery 
of  the  guilt  of  these  abominable 
villains. 

The  gentlemen  who  were  com. 
missioned  to  attend  the  lords  of  the 
regency  had  no  sooner  communis 
cated  their  business  than  the  lord, 
mayor  and  sheriffs  were  sent  for; 
and  proper  Instructions  being  given 
them,  they  on  the  same  night  caused 
M'Kinlic  and  Zekerman  to  be  taken 
into  custody. 

The  prisoners  were  separately 
examined^  and  they  both  confessed 
the  particulars  of  their  guilt,  and 
that  their  accomplices  had  that 
morning  hired  a  post.chaise  for , 
Cork,  where  they  meant  to  em* 
bark  on  board  a  vessel  bound  for 
England. 

Gidley  and  St  Quintin  were  the 
next  day  taken  into  custody  at  an 
inn  on  the  road  to  Cork  ;  and  they 
followed  the  example  of  their  ac. 
complices,  in  acknowledging  them, 
selves  guilty.  The  sheriff  of  Ross 
took  possession  of. the  effects  found 
In  the  wreck,  and  the  bags  of  dol. 
lars  that  the  villains  had  buried  in 
the  sand,  and  deposited  the  whole 
in  the  treasury  of  Dublin,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  proprietors. 

The  prisoners  being  brought  to 
trial,  they  confessed  themselves 
guilty  of  the  charges  alleged  in  the 
indictment,  and  they  were  con., 
demned,  and  suffered  death,  De* 
cemlier  the  19th,  17G5,  after  which 
their  bodies  were  hung  in  chains  in 
the  neighbourh<^od  of  Dublin. 


WILLIAM  JAQUES, 

EXECUTED  FOK  THE  MORDElt  OF  A  BLACK  MAN. 

This  treacherous  murderer  was    generous  set  of  people 
a  seaman  in  the  royal  navy,  and 


a    dtsgraca   to    that    brave    and 


He  be. 
fonged  to  the  Stag*  frigate,  and  the 
black  man   was  also  ona  of  the 
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crew.  Thof  hftd  Iwkelf  been  paid 
6%  aod  eftofa  reeeived  twe8ty«deiglit 
pounds* 

Jaqaes  soon  squanderki  away  bis 
•hare  in  dissipation  among  lewd 
women)  and  determined  to  replace 
it  by  robbing  the  negro.  For  this 
purpose  he  decoyed  bis  yietim  into 
a  wood,  and,  taking  him  unawares, 
be  dashed  his  brains  oat  with  a 
faedge^take,  rifled  bis  pockets^  and 
then  madeliis  escape* 

In  a  few  diys  the  corpse  was 
found;  and  suspicion  falling  on 
Ja^ues)  from  their  baring  been  seen 
in  company,  he  was  pursued  and 


Miea  in  a  p«bllc  kome  fet  llie  Db«> 
vlaes.  There  were  f  oand  wpoo  Mm 
sixteen  thbrty-sii^shiUing  places ; 
and  about  bis  neck  was  the  iicnd* 
kerchief  of  the  deceased.  H«  ftad 
with  him  the  bloody  stake  j  with 
which  he  committed  the  mnrder^ 
and  immediately  confessed  theerime^ 
and  signed  his  confession. 

He  also  acknowledged  that  be 
had  murdered  three  more  men,  tat4 
had  robbed  a  gentleman  on  H oiin« 
alow  Headi  of  (en  pounds*  He  was 
a  wretch  who  drew  little  pity  for 
his  fate,  and  was  eaecoted  at  SuHa^ 
bury,  in  Augilit,  1744. 


RICifftARD  SWIFT, 

TRANSPORTED  FOR  BUYING  STOLEN  GOODS. 


Swift  was  the  son  of  poor 
people  living  near  St  Luke's 
Church,  Old  Street,  who  gave 
him  some  share  of  education,  and 
bound  him  apprentice  to  a  turner. 
During  the  term  of  his  servitude  he 
associated  with  a  number  <^  abaa« 
doned  people,  who  supported  theui^ 
selves  by  thieving ;  and,  when  the 
period  specified  in  his  indenture 
was  expired,  he  wasted  the  greatest 
part  of  his  time  in  the  company  of 
those  profligate  wretches  at  an  in- 
famous house  in  Golden  Lane. 

Swift  by  some  means  ingratiated 
himself  into  thefaTour  of  a  brewer, 
and  had  the  address  to  interest  him 
so  warmly  in  his  behalf,  that  he 
put  him  into  a. public  house  in  Old 
Street,  which  was  known  by  the 
sign  of  the  Barley  Mow,  and  had 
been  long  a  receptaoie  for  thieves 
of  every  denomination. 

When  Swift  commenced  land« 
lord  he  afforded  all  possible  encou- 
ragement to  his  iniquitous  custom, 
crs,  who,  after  spending  the  day  at 
his  house  in  blasphemy,  drunken* 
ness,  and  riot,  constantly  departed 
-on  the  approach  of  night,  in  order 
to  comuvit  depredations  on  the 
public.  ^ 


The  persons  inhabiting  tlieiie%b« 
boorbood  where  Swift  lived  we  A  so 
dissatisfied,  with  his  condoot,  -awl 
made  such  frequent  complaiois  of 
the  irregularities  committed  by  lihk 
oastomers,  that  he  was  under  the 
necessity  of  changing  bis  place  of 
abode;  and,  taking  an  alohoute 
near  Shoreditch  Church,  he  per« 
sisted  in  his  usual  course  of  wick* 
edness,  instructing  thieves  io  what 
menner  io  obtain  booties,  fre- 
quently assisting  in  the  actaalcoou 
•  mission  of  robberies,  and  €on« 
stantly  receiving  the  goods  stolen 
by  his  associates. 

It  is  supposed  that,  befons  Swift 
was  brought  to  justice,  upwards  of 
twenty  meo  were  hanged^  and  a 
much  greater  number  transported^ 
whom  he  had  instructed  and  en. 
cou raged  in  the  ▼arious  arts  of 
thieving ;  and,  though  it  is  known 
that  he  was  many  times  committed 
to  Newgate,  aad  the  New  Geol^ 
South  wark,  for  offences  of  Tartons 
kinds,  Ke  escaped  the  sentence  of 
the  law  till  he  was  upwards  of 
fifty  years  of  age. 

Swift  and  some  of  his  associates 
followed  »  waggon  one  evenhig 
frwn  Snow  Hill  to  the  G&dk  I^ 
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Ald«ngftte  Straet;  where  Swift, 
Mng  known  k»  some  <»f  the  ostlers, 
Mt  kit  ncoomplicet  (Possett,  and  a 
Jew  named  Solofnons),  giving  them 
dirtetiont  to  steal  as  many  goods 
from  the  waggon  as  they  shotild  be 
able,  and  bring  them  to  him.- 

Fosaet  and  Solomons  eoneealed 
themselves  in  the  yard  ;  and,  after 
waiting  some  time,  observed  the 
ostler  and  waggoner  go  into  the 
tap.room  together.  They^  seized 
this  opportunity  of  robbing  the 
waggon,  whence  they  stole  a  box 
containing  screnty-two  pounds  of 
eandles.  They  carried  the  box  to 
Bisbopsgate  Street,  where  they 
opened  it,  bnt  were  greatly  disap- 
pointed upon  finding  what  it  con. 
talned ;  for  they  imagined  that  they 
bad  acquired  a  Taluable  booty  of 
plate.  They  carried  the  candles  to 
Swift's  house;  and  he  ga?e  them 
8  snudi  sum  for  the  stolen  goods, 
in  order  to  encourage  them  to  com- 
mit robberies  of  more  consequence* 

Fosset  being  apprehended  on  sus- 
picion  of  the  above  robbery,  he  was  ^ 
examined  by  Sir  John  Fielding,  to 
whom  he  confessed  the  particulars 
iof  the  fact;  and  Swift  having  been  ^ 
long  known  as  a  daring  violator  of 
file  kw8,  it  was  judg^  expedient 
to  admit  F-osset  an  evidence  for  the 
crown. 

In  consrauence  of  Fosset*s  in. 
formation  Swift  was  apprehended, 
and  Indicted  for  purchasing  goods 
knowing  tliem  to  be  stolen.  The 
evidence  against  him  being  indis- 
pntable,  he  was  convicted,  and  sen. 
tenced  to  transportation  for  four- 
teen years. 

fie  bad  not  been  in  America  a 
month  when  ho  embarked  as  a  pas. 
seoger  on  board  a  vessel  bound  to 
LIvetpool ;  and,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  year  1764,  he  landed  at  that 
town. 

On  bis  way  to  London  he  stopped 
at  Coventry,  where  he  was  appre- 


hended, and  eecvredln  piison;  At 
the  ensning  assises  be  was  brought 
to  trial  before  Sir  Henry  GouM. 
The  record  of  his  former  conviction 
being  produced,  H  appeared  that 
the  person  who  wrote  it,  in  speci- 
fying the  weight  of  the  candles, 
had  inserted  seventy  instead  of  se- 
venty ^two.  Th0  prisoner,  having 
heard  the  copy  of  his  conviction 
read,  pointed  out  the  error,  and 
requested  the  judge  to  allow  him 
counsel,  which  was  readily  granted. 
After  the  case  had  been  argued  In 
a  very  learned  manner,  the  judge 
declared  that  the  error  was  fatal 
to  the  indictment,  and  that  the 
prisoner  must  therefore  be  ac- 
quitted. 

When  Swift  was  on  the  point  of 
being  discharged,  one  of  Sir  John 
Fielding's  men  mad^  oath  that  afti 
accusation  was  lodged  against  him 
for  stealing  a  quantity  of  cotton  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex.  Here- 
upon be  was  ordered  to  be  con- 
veyed to  London. 

^  No  indictment  was  found  against 
him  for  stealing  the  cotton ;  but^ 
t>eing  put  to  the  bar  of  the  sessions- 
house  in  the  Old  Bailey,  the  Court 
ordered  him  to  be  transported  for 
the  remaining  part  of  his  former 
sentencot 

Richard  Swift  was  a  second  time 
put  on  board  of  one  of  the  trans- 
port vessels  on  the  34th  of  April, 
1765. 

Since  the  time  of  Jonathan  Wild 
the  above  malefactor  was  one  of  the 
most  notorious  receivers  of  stolen 
goods  by  which  this  country  has 
been  infested.  If  such  delinquents 
were  to  be  punished  by  death, 
it  is  beyond  a  question  that  great 
advantages  would  accrue  \o  th 
public ;  for,  if  thieves  were  to  find 
a  difiiculty  in  disposing  of  their 
booties,  they  would  be  efiectually 
discouraged  from  pursuing  illegal 
courses  $  and  those  who  Aoviljf^ 
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h^rcly  enough  ii>  continue  tbem 
would  seldom  escape  the  justice 
due  to  their  iniquity. 

ReceiYers  of  stolen  goods  are  to 

he  classed  among  the  most  infamous 

,  species  of  felons.     Thej  encourage 

robbers,  and  are  therefore  acces- 


sory to  the  crimes  they  commil; 
they,  are  guilty  even  of  a  species  of 
deliberate  murder,  since  the  prac- 
tices they  countenance  seldom  fall 
to  bring  the  more  imitiediate  perpe- 
trators thereof  to  violent  and  pre- 
mature death. 


PATRICK  OGILVIE  AND  CATHARINE  NAIRN,*^ 

CONYICTEO  OF  MURDER.' 


As  the  case  of  these  malefactors 
made  a  great  noise  in  the  world  at 
and  after  the  commission  of  the 
crime,  we  shall  be  the  more  careful 
to  give  all  the  particulars  of  it. 

At  East  Miln,  in  the  county  of 
Forfar,  in  Scotland,  lived  Mr. 
Thomas  Ogilvie,  a  man  of  mode- 
•  rate  fortune,  whose  life  was  of  the 
domestic  kind,  with  his  mother, 
tilj  he  was  about  forty  y^rs  of  age, 
when  he  married  Catharine,,  the 
beautiful  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Nairn,  of  Dunsinan,  on  the  31st 
of  January,  1765,  the  young  lady 
being  then  about  twenty.one  years 
of  age. 

Patrick  Ogilvie,  the  brother  of 
Thomas,  having  served  as  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  East  Indies,  returned 
to  Scotland  soon  after  the  cclebra^ 
tion  of  the  nuptials,  and  went  to 
congratulate  his  brother  on  the 
occasion. 

From  this  Tisit  arose  all  that 
scene  of  distri^ss  which  gives  rise  to 
the  following  narrative  ;  for  Patrick 
having  beheld  his  sister  with  eyes  of 
unwarrantable  love,  they  were  seen 
within  three  weeks  after  the  wed- 
ding, by  the  servants,  walkifig  in 
the  fields  with  too  great  familiarity, 
and  kissing  each  other  with  ali  (he 
fondness  of  enraptured  lovers. 

Soon  afterwards  Anne  Clarke,  a 
kinswoman  of  Mr.  Ogiivie,  paying 
a   visit  in  the  family,   remarked  a 

*  It  nay  be  proper  to  observe  that  in  Scotland  women  are  sometimes  called  by  their 
maiden  names  after  marriage.  Hence  this  unhappy  woman  is  called  Nairn  iBStetfd  of 
Qgilvie. 


great  intimacy  between  the  lovers^ 
who  frequently  went  to  bed<  to- 
gether without  the  precaution  of 
shutting  the  chamber-door..  Mrs. 
Clarke  remarked  on  the  scandalous 
impropriety  of  the  lady's  conduct ; 
but,  so  far  from  blushing  at  It^  she 
boasted  of  her  love  for  her.bro* 
ther-in-law,  with  whom  she  said 
sh^  would  abscond,  or  otherwise 
give  a  dose  to  her  husband,  whom 
she  detested. 

Mr.  Ogilvie  the  elder  was  of  so 
pacific  a  disposition,  thai,  though 
the  criminal  conversation  became 
every  day  more  conspicuous,  be 
contented  himself  with  represent* 
ing  to  his  brother  how  much  he 
dishonored  the  family  by  so  sinful 
a  practice;  but  he  did  not  eren 
forbid  him  the  house. 

At  length  he  paid  the  HeutenaAt 
a  sum  of  money  bequeathed  him  by 
his  father;  and  then  Patrick  de- 
parted, to  take  the  diversions^  of 
the  country :  but  he  still  correw 
sponded  with  his  8ister*in<rlaw ;  and 
they  left  letters  for  each  other  un- 
der a  stone,  and  even  occasiooaily 
met  together  in  the  fields. 

When  this  was  known,  the  in- 
jured husband,  so  far  from  resent-  ' 
ing  the  conduct  of  his  brother, 
wrote  to  him,  expressing  his  incli- 
nation to  bequeath  him  both  his 
wife  and  the  principal  part  of  his 
estate,  saying  he  would  consult  his 
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<Hnt  poao^  off  mind- In  letifwiieBt: 
be  efen  entreated  him  to  rettttn, 
addiag.  ^  My  wife  cannot  be  happy 
wUboat  you*'  ^ 

Mrs.  Nairn  had,  in  the  mean 
time,  written  to  Patrick  Ogil  rie 
to  send  her  some  poison ;  and  ac« 
Govdingly  he  sent  her  tome  white 
arsenic,  under  the  name  of  salts^ 
.  for  her  use. 

Mrs*  Clarke,  abofe  mentioned, 
Qo  sooner  heard  that  the  packet  was 
arri?ed,  than  she  cautioned  Mr. 
«Ogilfie  not  to  drink  any  thing 
giTen  biro  by  bb  wife,  unless  she 
first  partook  of  it :  but  this  pre. 
caution  pro?ed  fruitless;  for  the 
unhappy  man  being  ill  one  morn. 
log,  his  wife  conveyed  a  quantity 
of  the  arsenic  Into  a  basin  of  tea 
which  the  maid-servant  was  carry. 
ing  to  him ;  and  then  the  base  wo- 
man waited  at  his  bed-side  while 
he  drank  it 

The  most  excruciating  pains  in 
Us  bowels,  accompanied  with  a  vio- 
lent retching,  was  the  consequence 
of  this  draught,  and  at  nine  at 
night  Mr.  Ogil  vie  expired  in  the 
greatest  agony,  after  a  marriage 
of  little  more  than  four  months, 
during  which  be  scarcely  enjoyed 
one  happy  day. 

His  brother  now  gare  directions 
respecting  the  funeral ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  Mrs.  Clarke  wrote  to 
a  younger  brother  of  the  deceased, 
who  was  then  a  student  at'  Edin- 
burgh, Intimating  her  suspicions 
that  Mr.  Ogilvie  had  been  poi- 
soned. Hereupon  the  young  gen- 
tleman set  out  for  East  Miln,  being 
determined  to  inquire  into  the  real 
state  of  the  case.  He  took  with 
him  the  under-sheriff  of  the  county, 
and  two  surgeons.  The  under- 
sheriff  recommended  opening  the 
Irody  of  the  deceased ;  but,  as  he 
had  been  dead  six  days,  and  as  it 
was  now  the  middle  of  June,  and 
the  weather  intensely  hot,  this  was 


ot>posed  by  the  surgeons,  lett  somb 
noisome  idDuvia  should  arise  from 
the  body. 

The  presumed  murderers  were 
now  taken  into  custody,  and  com*' 
mitted  to  the  prison  of  Forfar, 
whence  they  were  removed  to  Edinir 
burgh,  to  take  their  trials  in  the 
High  Court  of  Justichiry.  Mrs; 
Clarke  had  concealed  herself  from 
the  time  that  the  murder  was  com;. 
mitted ;  but  on  the  3d  of  August, 
17d6,  she  went  to  Edinburgh,  and 
surrendered  herself  to  the  lord-ad* 
vocatc,  as  the  trials  of  the  offenders 
were  to  commence  on  the  Monday 
following.  Hereupon  his  lordship-  . 
committ^  her,  and  two  women^ 
servants  of  the  deceased,  to  the 
Castle,  that  there  might  be  no  ob- 
struction to  the  course  of  public 
justice. 

The  prisoners  being -brouj^ht  into 
court  on  the  appointed  day,  a  copy 
of  their  indictments,  with  a  list  of 
the  jury  and  witnesses,  was  re^ 
spcctively  delivered  to  them;  and 
then  the  Court  was  adjourned  tokhe 
13th  of  the  same  month,  at  eight 
In  the  morning. 

In  the  interim  the  counsel  for 
the  prisoners  petitioned  the  Court 
that  Anne  Clarke  might  be  removed 
from  her  usual  place  of  confinement 
with  the  servant-maids,  lest  she 
should  prevail  on  them  to  perjure 
themselves,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
prisoners. 

The  Court  granted  the  prayer  of 
this  petition  y  and  Mrs.  Clarke  was 
removed  into  another  room :  but 
Lord  George  Beauclerk,  the  then 
commander-in-chief  of  the  forces 
in  North  Britain,  caused  her  to  be 
conveyed  to  her  former  place  of 
'  confinement,  on  an  information  that 
the  room  in  which  the  governor 
of  the  castle  had  placed  her  was 
not  secure  enough  to  prevent  her 
escape. 

Complaint  of  this  procedure  ter 
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log  laade  bf  the  o^ootbl  for  (be 
prifooer,  Lori  George  iosiifted  ikat 
it  wai  bis  dotj  to  prerent  the  ee^ 
cape  of  tbeeridenoe,  ootwiihatand. 
jng  any  order  of  Court. 

The  trial  was  at  length  proceeded 
«pon  on  Monday,  the  1^  of  Au. 
IS^ti  and  eontinaed  without  Inter. 
OMHiioa  till  throe  o'ctock  on  the 
iWedneiday  morning)  when  the 
jmff  retired^  and  at  four  in  the 
itflornoon  of  that  day  gare  their 
bardlet  that  the  pritonen  were 
both  guilty. 

The  lord-adrocate  now  demand, 
ad  tJMit  judgment  should  be  passed 
on  them  ;  bat  this  was  opposed  by 
their  couatel,  who  ur^ed  that  there 
irere  sef^eral  informalities  in  the 
trial,  which  would  destroy  the 
force  of  the  rerdict,  as  they  were 
incompatible  with  the  principles  of 
the  laws  of  Scotland. 

On  this  a  debate  ensued,  which 
continued  near  fire  hours,  when 
the  Lord  JustlceClerk declared  that, 
unless  a  special  plea  was  stated  in 
arrest  of  judgment,  he  would  pro- 
lioaacir  sentence  against  the  pri. 
toners. 

Hereupon  it  was  agreed  that, 
on  the  following  day,  at  eieren 
ia'dock,  the  arguments  in  writing 
ahould  be  delivered  into  court; 
and,  when  that  was  done,  a  far- 
ther argument  of  six  'hours  ensued 
thereon. 

The  counsel  for  the  prisoners^ 
luring  at  length  no  other  plea  left 
to  urge,  hinted  that  Mrs.  Nairn 
was  with  child,  but  did  not  pretend 
to  say  how  far  sho  might  be  ad. 
vanced  in  her  pregnancy. 

On  this  tentenco  of  death  was 
pasted  against  Patrick  Ogilvie,  to 
be  executed  on  the  5e5th  of  Septem. 
ber,  in  the  Grass  Market,  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  Mrs.  Nairn  being  re. 
manded  to  prison,  orders  wera 
giren  for  a  jury  of  matrons  to  be 
•ummuucd  oo  the  foUowing  day, 


to   InqnlM  Into  tier  fuA   rftua. 
tlon. 

the  Court  being  once  more  aa« 
sembled,  the  matrons  were  sworn, 
and  retired ;  and,  on  their  return, 
declared  that  they  could  not  deter, 
mine  whether  she  was  pregnant  or 
not»  On  this  the  judgment  against 
her  was  vospended  till  Norember; 
and  the  matrons  were  directed  to 
Tisit  her  frequently  in  the  interraU 

The  utmost  interest  of  the  rela- 
tions of  the  conricts  was  Aoir  ex. 
erted  to  prerent  the  disgrace  of  a 
public  execution,  by  procuring  a 
repriere  for  Mr.  Ogilrie,  who  con. 
flitantly  asserted  his  Innocence  re. 
specting  the  death  of  fits  brother* 

Such  diligence  was  used  in  thit 
matter,  that  Counsellor  M^Carty 
was  heard  in  his  behalf  before  the 
kkig  In  council,  where  he  contended 
for  a  right  of  appealing  from  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Justiciary 
to  the  House  of  Lords. 

The  lord.adTocate  of  Scotland, 
in  •reply  hereto,  insisted  tiiat  the 
determination  of  the  Court  of  Jus* 
ticiary  must  be  final,  as  it  was  a 
criminal  court,  in  which  the  prU 
soner  had  been  tried  and  conricled 
by  a  jury  of  hn  couotrymeii.  Ho 
referred  to  the  i 0th  article  of  the 
Act  of  Union,  by  which  the  Court 
of  Justiciary  was  established. 

The  matter  baring  been  matnrely 
considered,  Mr.  OgHvie  was  left  to 
suffer  the  sentence  of  the  law. 

The  day  before  his  death  be  was 
attended  by  two  clergy meo,  and 
sereral  of  his  friends,  to  whom  ha 
made  a  solemn  arowal  ^t  Ms  hino. 
cence  of  the  facts  alleged  against 
him,  and  thought  that  his  brotfter, 
who  had  undertaken  the  protecu^ 
tion,  had  behaved  in  a  manner  «a. 
discrredly  rigorous;  yet  he  do* 
dared  that  he  should  die  In  perfact 
charity  with  all  mankind. 

At  the  plaoe  of  executioa  he 
made  an  address  to  tbe  poptdacO) 
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tlitt  Mteiting  Ih  Imoo&heei  aiid» 
w$  toon  as  be  had  conclnded  nis  de« 
Yotioiis,  ha  was  tomed  off,  amidst 
an  lOMDeMie  concourse  of  people. 
No  sooner  was  he  tarned  off,  than^ 
the  rope  slippkig,  he  dropped  to 
the  grovnd;  bat,  being  Immedi- 
at^y  tied  np  again,  he  said  aloud, 
^  I  adhere  to  my  former  confession, 
and  die  an  innocent  man.*  This 
being  said,  he  was  eieouced,  and 
his  lx>djr  deltrered  to  a  surgeon  for 
disaection. 

This  anhappj  man  safferfd  in  (he 
Grass  Marlcet  at  Bdinbnr^h  on  the 
15thof  Notember,  1765. 

Mrs.  Nairn  hating  remained  in 
custody  tili  NoTomber,  it  then  ap. 
peared  that  she  was  pregnant,  on 
wfaMi  she  was  reapited  till  the  time 
irhen  slie  shoufd  be  brought  to  bed, 
vhteh  was  ki  tlie  month  of  Ja* 
naarr,  1766. 

Aiiar  she  had  l>een  ^eiirered  a 
asontli  an  order  was  issued  for  her 
CMcotion  i  tHit,  asbort"  time  before 
this  event  would  hare  talcen  place, 
she  escaped  from  the  prison  at  nine 
at  night,  in  the  aniform  of  an  offi. 
eer  ;  and  an  old  footman,  who  had 
lt?ed  in  her  father's  family,  being 
waiting  for  her  with  a  post-chaise, 
Aiey  set  off  together. 

Mfft»  Nairfi  was  not  missed  till 
near  noon  on  the  following  day ; 
and  persons  were  sent  express  to 
rcapprehend  her ;  but  she  had  ar« 
rired  in  London  bcfbre  them. 

She  now  engaged  (he  roaster  of 
a  Dutch  fishing.smacic  to  conv^ 
her  to  Holland  for  fifty  guineas ; 
iMit  the  wind'  blew  with  such  ?io- 
Itnce  that  he  was  obliged  to  land 


heir  on  ftie  KeiMsh  shore,  whence 
she  travelled  to  Dorer^  attended 
by  her  faithful  serrant.  They  im^ 
mediately  got  on  ooard  the  packet* 
beat  bound  for  Calais;  and  no 
authentic  accounts  respecting  her 
have  transpired  since  that  period. 

Such  were  the  different  fales  of 
two  people,  who,  as  far  as  we  carl 
judge  of  the  affair,  appear  to  have 
been  involved  in  the  same  crim^ 
The  one  dies,  avowing  his  perfeft 
innocence ;  the  other  escapes  the 
immediate  8(roko  of  jusfTco,  which 
was  suspended  over  her  by  (he 
most  slender  (bread. 

Mystcrions  are  the  ways  of  Pro* 
vidence,  and,  in  the  language  of 
Scripture,  ^  past  finding  out ;'  but 
it  is  for  mortals  humbly  to  submit 
to  all  i(s  dispensations. 

One  perlineiit  remark  will  na- 
turally arise  on  this-occasion,  i^«. 
the  absurdity  of  disproportionate 
marriage^.  Mr.  Thomas  Ogilvie 
was  nearly  twice  the  age  of  his 
wife,  and  had  therefore  much  the 
less  chance  of  happiness  with  her. 

'The  band  of  marriage  will  bo 
frequently  found  to  be  a  rope  of 
sand  where  for(une  is  made  (he 
sole  consideration  on  either  side, 
and  where  unity  of  mind,  and  n 
tolerable  equality  in  age,  arc  not 
consulted. 

We  make  this  remark  for  the 
sake  of  (hose  paren(s  who  may  be 
(emp(ed  to  compel  their  children 
to  unequal  marriages  on  the  idea 
(hat  riches  alone  can  bes(ow  (hat 
happiness  which  must  generally,  if 
not  always,  depend  on  consent  of 
mind. 


FATHEaSHEEBY,  JAMES  BUXTON,  AND.JAMES  FARRELL^ 
OTHERWISE  CALLED  BUCK  FARRELL, 

EXBCUTBD  Foil  MURDER. 

Moot  this  time  (1766)  Ireland  Boys,  who  committed  numberless 
was  gready  convulsed  by  a  lawless  atrocities  in  armed  bodies.  They 
lumdHii>  calling  themselves  White    were  secretly  encouraged^  as  was ' 
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then  reported,  bj  ae? erti  dltaffected 
Roman  Catholic  priesU,  who  «o« 
do4^d  various  misguided  men  of 
property  of  their  persuasion  to  con. 
pive  at  and  assist  them  in  their 
nefarious  practices* 

In  the  present  instance  this  plot, 
ting  priest  persuaded  Mrr  Buxton, 
a  gentleman  of  great  property,  and 
1V&.  Farreil,  a  gay  thoughtless 
youtii,  of  good  family,  and  many 
Abers,  to  murder  several  Protest- 
ants who  opposed  the  depredations 
of  the  White  Boys. 

On  the  ^8th  of  October,  1764, 
this  gang  of  murderers  met  on  the 
lands  of  Shanhally, where  they  were 
sworn  by  Father  Sheeby,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  to  murder  J. 
Bridge,  Esq.  J.  Bagnall,  Esq.  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Hewitson,  and,  In 
fine,  every  person  who  might  op* 
pose  them.  He-  likewise  rprore 
them  to  be  true  to  the  French 
king,  and  to  assist  him  to  conquer 
Ireland,  whereby  they  might  com- 
pletely establbh  the  Roman  Catho. 
lie  religion. 

Thus  prepared,  these  accursed 
enthusiasts  sallied  ojut  in  pursuit  of 
the  blood  of  their  fcllow.creatures. 
They  soon  seized  Mr.  Bridge,  ac- 
cused him  of  giving  information 
against  the  White  Boys,  and  in. 
sistcd  that  he   should  contradict. 


upon  oath,  all  that  he  had  uSt  b^ 
his  information  ;•  which  he  ^fusing 
to  do,  Edward  Mecham,  one  of  the 
gang  (whom,  however,  we  do  not 
find  brought  to  punishment),  cleft 
his  skull  in  two  with  fi  bill.bo«k, 
and  he  instantly  expired  in  the  pre* 
sence  of  the  remainder  of  the  gang< 
All'  that  were  apprehended  wete 
found  guilty,  and  executed  at  Clon. 
mel  in  1760, 

'  A  commentator  on  this  dreadful 
transaction  says,  'The  execution 
of  these  men  probably  gave  rise  to 
a  report  that  a  discovery  had  been 
made  in  the  north  of  Ireland  of  a 
conspiracy  dangerous  to  the^  state. 
It  is,  indeed,  true,  that  Sheeby'a 
band  consisted  of  no  inconsiderable 
number,and  was  disciplined,  armed^ 
and  subject  to  their  martial  law ; 
that  Bridge  bad  been  enlisted  aaoog 
them ;  and,  being  severely  punished 
by  one  of  their  coirts  martial^  in. 
formed  against  them  in  revenge,  and 
that  he  lost  his  life  by  his  treac^rj 
to  them. 

Though  this  might  have  been  the 
fact,  yet  no  such  charge  was  bj 
them  laid  against  the  Bagnals,  or 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hewitson,  whom  tiiey 
had  sworn  also  to  murder.  Tk^ 
merfted  fate  of  these  rebels  and 
murderers  gajre  great  satisfaction  to 
all  well-disposed  Insha 


ELIZABETH'  BURROUGHS, 

BZECUTED  FOR  MURDER. 


On  the  trial  of  this  woman  it  ap- 
peared that  one  Henry  Steward,  a 
broker,  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  had 
taken  into  his  house,  in  the  capa- 
city of  servant,  a  girl  named  Mary 
Booty,  whose  father  was  then  re. 
cently  deceased,  and  whose  goods 
had  been  sold  by  Steward,  in  the 
way  of  his  business. 

Elizabeth  Burroughs  had  lived  as 
a  servant  to  Steward,  but  was  not 
then  til  his  employ.     Finding  .that 


Booty  supplied  the  place  that  she 
had  formerly  filled,  fried  with  jea. 
lousy  (as  she  expressed  herself), 
she  went,  for  the  purpose  of  quar. 
relUng  with  her  late  master,  to  his 
house.  For  some  time  there  was  a 
general  fray  among  the  three;  but 
the  man,  finding  that  Burroughs 
had  struck  Booty  on  the  head  viitii 
a  hammer,  quitted  the  house,,  lipd 
left  the  girls  together. 
In  the  course  of  the  night  Mary 
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Bootj  was  foDnd  in  tlie  streeti 
exploring  before  Steward'^  door.— 
Many  circumstances  concurred  for 
supposing  that  she ihad  been  thrown 
out  of  the  window  by  Burroughs  : 
her  skull  vas  fractured, -and  she 
was  otherwise  much  beaten  and 
bruised. 

Yet,  under  these  proofs  and  cor- 
roboratife  evidence,  the  hardened 
wretch)  to  the  last  moment,  as. 
sorted  her  innocence.  Her  last 
words  were,  ^  I  know  a  lie  will 
avail  me  nothing  ;  I  am  innocent  of 
the  murder  for  Hvhich  I  suffer.' 
She  was  executed  at  Bury  St.  fid. 
mnnds^  April  the  4th,  1765* 
'  We  do  not  know  a  more  danger- 


ous step  towards  the  ruin  of  tb« 
peace  of  mind,  in  fact,  eventuidlj^ 
of  every  individual  of  a  family,  than 
that  of  the  master  becoming  familiar 
with  his  female  servant.  No  per<* 
son  can  read  thi^  unhappjr  cas6 
without  entertaining  the  idea  of  atf 
Improper  intercourse  having  taken 
place  between  Steward  and  Bur.* 
roughs  ;  and,  though  it  appears  she 
had  left  her  ostensible  employ^yet 
it  is  plain  she  considered  the  favours 
of  her  master  8tni  at  her  command, 
and  that  they  were  encroached 
upon  by  the  adm'tssiofi  of  the  de^ 
ceased.  On  this  point,  unfortu- 
nately,  we  find  that  a  grey  beard 
docs  not  always  bring  wisdom. 


WILLIAM  WHITTLE, 

SXBCUTEO  FOR-liUBDEB. 


The  shockiag  crimes  of  this  mon* 
ster  in  human  shape  show  the  dan^ 
ger  to  be  apprehended  from  reli* 
gious  enthusiasm. 

The  blood  that  has  been  shed, 
under  the  pretext  of  religion,  in 
and  since  the  Crusades,  or,  as  they 
were  denominated,  the  hbly  wars^ 
is  greater  than  the  torrents  shed  by 
grants  fighting  for  each  other's 
empire. 

William  Whittle  was  a  poor  ig. 
Qorant  wretch,  worked  up  to  a 
state  of  frenzy  by  the  abominable 
doctrine  of  some  ignorant  popish 
priest ;  for  thb  wretched  man  was  a 
Roman  Catholic,  and  murdered  his 
wife  and  his  two  children  ! 

On-  being,  interrogated,  after 
conviction,  and  while  under  sen- 
tence  of  death,  as  to  his  motive  for 
committing  such  horrid  deeds,  he 
replied  that  his  priest  often  told 
him  he  should  be  damned  for  roar- 
ryiaf  a  heretic.  ^  But  why  murder 
your  innocent  children  ?'  To  this 
he  answered,  ^  The  mother  had 
earned  them  to  the  chur6h  of  the 
heretics  :  so  they  would  hate  been 


damned  if  he  had  not  killed  them  ^ 
but  now  they  were  in  purgatory, 
and  would  go  to  heaven  In  time.' 

This  wicked  sinner,  exulting  in 
his  fell  deed,  was  executed  on  I^n^ 
caster  Moor,  April  the  5th,  1766, 
and  his  body  hung  in  chains. 

Soon  after  execution,  the  Rer; 
Mr.  Oliver,  who  held  it  a  duty  to 
attend  the  last  moments  of  the 
wretched  man,  under  the  hope  of 
working  In  him  contrition^  and  a  re- 
nunciation of  tenets  too  dangerous 
to  be  implanted  in  weak  minds,  re- 
oeiFcd  the  following  threatening  * 
letter,  evidently  the  composition  of 
one  of  the  same  perisaasion  as  the 
malefactor  t— * 
<Slr, 

<  I  make  bold  to  acquaint  you, 
that  your  house,  and  every  clergy- 
man's that's  in  the  town  (Lancas- 
ter), or  '<any  black  son  of  a  b— h 
like  you— fer  you  are  nothing  but 
heretics  and  damned  souls — ^if  Wil- 
liam Whittle,  that  worthy  man, 
hangs  up  ten  days,  you  may  fully 
expect  to  be  blown  to  damna- 
tion.' 
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JOHN  CROUCH  AND  WIFE, 

'  TBIEO  FOR  OFFERING  TO  8ELL>  YOUNG  GIRt* 

Though  our  laws  pooish  more    of  the  EicbragOi  and  carried  ba* 


than  one  hundfedand  sixty  oQeneea 
-with  death)  and  though  a  statute  ii 
Siade  again#t  almost  every  speciet 
^  erisne,  still  the  depravity  of  man 
Is  ever  practising  some  turpitude 
not,  perhaps,  fully  comprised  In 
our  penal  code*  A  flagitious  crime, 
for  instflince,  of  the  following  na- 
ture,   could    hardly    be   eontem< 


fore  the  sitting  magistrate  at  GnlJd. 
hail,  vfk0  committed,  the  vumand 
woman  to  prison  as  vagranta,  aad 
ordered  the  girl  to  be  taken  care  ef 
in  the  London  Workhonse. 

On  their  examination  thej  peru 
sisted  thai  the  girl  was  their  owa 
child  ;  but  it  appeared  so  aooatund 
that  parents  in  Britafai  should  oier 


plated,  in  a  land  of  liberty  and  af*'  for  sale  their  offspring,  that  an  iiw 
faction,  by  any  set  of  legislators,    qui^  into  the  ttilnsaetion  was  set 


and  punishment  must  consequently 
be  resorted  to  from  those  laws 
against  petty  mfences* 

On  the  1 6th  of  January,  1700, 


on  foot 

At  the  gcnetfai  sesstons  of  ^m 
peace,  hehl  at  Guildhall,  on  the 
12th  of  May  following,  this  unna. 


an  elderly  roan  and  woman  were  .tnralmanand  woman  were  brought 
observed  on  the  Royal  Exchange,    to  the  bar. 


London,  with  a  fine  young  ghrl, 
apparently  foarteen  years  of  age^ 
6ut  thinly  and  shabbily  clothed  ^ 
and,  consequently,  ihifering  with 
cold  in  that  iaclement  season  of  the 
year*  So  uncommon  an  appear* 
ance  «n  that  scene  of  bustle  and 
business^  it  being  then  irhat  is 
^ed  nearly  4  High  'Change^'  at« 
iMeted  considerable  attention. 
.  It  liras  first  coneeived.that  they 
were  asking  chartty^  as  the  man 
bad  addreaied  two  or  three  gentle* 
9ien,  from  whom  he  received  a  cob« 
temptnous  denial.  At  length  bo~ 
•  aoGOited  an  honest  oaptain  of  a 
ship,  who  instantly  gave  pnbHeity 
to  the  base  proposal  which  had 
been  made  to  him — ^namely^  to  pur- 
chase the  unfortunate  and  inno* 
cent  girl ! 

The   parties  were  immediately 
taken  faito  custody  by  the  beadles 


It  appeared  that  the  man  was 
named  John  Crouch,  and  that  his 
residence  was  at  Bodmin^  in  Como 
wall.  The  woman  was  hb  wife  | 
the  unfortunate  girl  his  nieoe ;  and 
having  heard  *  that  young  maidens 
were  very  scarce  ta  London,  anA 
that  they  sold  to  a  good  prioe»'  hfr 
took  her  out  of  the  poor-honsw 
there^  and,  accompanied  by  hm 
wife,  had  set  oC,  and  travelled  mt 
foot  from  Bodmin  to  London,  tiro 
hundred  and  thirty-two  miles,  in 
order  to  mead  their  fortune  by  her 
saiel 

The  jury  found  theaao  guiitj  oa 
an  indietment  presented  against 
him  for  an  ofisnee  far  short  d  Us 
crime ;  but,  considering  the  wowui 
under  his  influtnoe,  acqnttted  hei; 
The  huaba«d  «iaa  sentenced  to  aiJD 
mimths'  imprisenment  in  Newgale^ 
and  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  shilKBg. 


WILLIAM  GUEST,  , 

XXXCUTJED  jrOR  DIMINISHING  THE  COIN  OF  THE  RBALM, 

This  man's  crime  was  aggravated  blemished  character,  of  the  tiij  ol 
by  a  breach  of  public  trust.  He  Worcester,  who  placed  him  ap-^ 
was  the  son  of  a  clergyman  of  un-    prentice  to  a  genteel  business*    He 
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pawrf  tU$  term  of  general  proba. 
tion  to  youths  the  appcenUce9hipy 
to  the^atisfaction  of  bis  master. 

He  then  came  to  Loodon,  and 
took  a  ihop  in  Holbom,  where  he 
carried  on  bostness  some  years  with 
the  usual  success  of  trade.  His 
fathar*5  good  name  assisted  him  in 
procariag  a  clerkship  in  the  Bank 
of  Eogland,  and  there  the  constant 
haodliug  of  gold  shook  his  inte. 
grity. 

He  took  a  bouse  in  Broad  Street 
Buildings,  in  a  room  in  the  upper 
pa^rt  of  which  be  used  to  work. 
Bafing  procured  a  curious  machine 
(or  milling  guineas,  not  unlike 
that  mado  use  of  by  mathemati- 
cal instrument  makers,  he  used  to 
take  gninees  from  his  drawer  at  the 
Bank,  file  them,  and  return  them 
to  the  Bank,  and  take  out  guineas 
of  full  weight  in  their  stead. 
.  Of  the  filings  he  made  ingots, 
wbicb  ho  sold  to  an  assayer,  who, 
f  Q  his  trial,  deposed  that  the  filings 
were  of  the  same  standard  as  our 
guineas. 

About  three  years  before  his 
ConiictiOB  he  became  a  teller  iUt 
tiie  Baak*  Mr.  Leach,  who  waa 
al^p  a  teller  there,  obserred  him  se^ 
leral  times  picking  out  new  guineas 
from  the  old  ones.  Haring  some 
Ittspiciop,  he  afterwards  watched 
hln,  to  dUcofer  whether  this  was  a 
ftequeoi  practice;  and,  finding  it 
was,  he  communicated  his  suspi- 
cion to  some  others. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1766,  Mr. 
Goestpaid  thirty  guineas  to  Richard 
Still,  a  servant  to  Mr.  Comer,  a 
dyer,  at  Bankside,  Southwark; 
aad  Leach  observing  him  take  some 
gold  out  of  a  bag  in  the  drawer, 
and  put  it  among  the  rest  on  the 
table,  went  after  Still,  asked  him  if 
hu  money  was  right,  and  begged 
He  would  walk  with  him  into  the 
Pay.o(Bce,  and  let  him  tell  it  over. 
The  man  consented.    Leach  found 


three  guineas  that  appearedto^  btTO 
been  newly  fileiil>.  which  he  took 
away,  giving  Still  thrre  guineas  for 
them,  and  then  carried  the  light 
guineas  into  the  1^11^  and  showed 
them  to  Mr*  Robert  Bell,  another 
teller,  who  carried  them  to  Mr« 
Race^  the  principal  cashier. 

Mr.  Race  weighed  them,  md 
funod  that  they  wanted,  from  ten  ^ 
pence  to  about  fourteen-  pence  of 
weight:  he  then,  luuiog. examined 
the  edges»  delivered  them  to  Leach« 
'  It  is  a  custom  at  the  Bank  for 
the  cashier  in  waiting  to  take  the 
tellers'  bags  every  night,  and  lock 
them  up;  and  Mr,  Rac^,  after 
these  suspicious  circumstances  had 
appeared  against  Guest,  ordered 
his  bags  to  be  eBamined  after  they 
were  taken  away*  Thii  was  d^ne 
by  Mr*  Thompson,  oae  of  the  un«« 
der  cashiers,  and  Kemp  end  Lucas^ 
two  in*do6r  tellers,  who  found ^  thQ 
whole  sum  they  conte^ied  to  be 
about  1,800/.  16f.  (ULt  and  tbf^^ 
found  in  one  bag  fop^  guineeS| 
which  appeared  to  bi^  been  fiJe4 
on  the  edges,  end  all  o^  which  weny 
found  to  be  defident  ia  weighl^ 
from  eight  peace  to  fourteen  peece« 

In  consequence  of  thie  discoverji 
Mr.  Sewallis  and  Mr*  Hnmbertonn 
servants  to  the  Bank,  but  in  what 
cs^acity  does  not  eppear,  went 
with  proper  officers  to  search  Mr« 
Guest's  house,  ia  Breed  Street 
Buildings.  In  a  room  up  two  peir 
of  stairs  there  stood  a  mahogenf 
nest  of  dmwers,  ivblch  tNMog 
broken  open,  tiiere  was  fonud  tk 
yice,  files,  an  instrument  proper  for 
milling  the  edges  of  guineas*  two 
bags  of  gold  fiKngs,  and  one  hnn*- 
dred  guineas.  The  nest  of  drawers 
had  a  flap  before,  to  let  down;  and 
a  skin  was  found  lying  at  the  bot* 
tom,  fastened  to  the  back  part  of 
the  flap,  urith  a  hole  in  the  front 
part,  to  fasten  to  a  button  on  the. 
waistcoat,  in  the  manner  used  byi 
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jewellers.  In  this  leather  laj  alt 
the  utensils^  a  small  parcel  of  gold 
dust  loose,  and  another  in  a  paper. 

It  likewise  appeared  on  the  trhil 
that  Mr.  Leach  had  seen,  in  the 
prisoner's  possession,  a  bar  of  gold, 
half  an  inch  in  thickness,  two 
inches  in  width,  and  six  Inches 
long. 

Mr*  Trodghtob,  a  jeweller,  de. 
posed  he  had  sold  two  bars  of  gold 
for  the  prisoner,  one  of  which 
weighed  forty-six  and  the  other 
forty-eight  ounces;  but  that  the 
bars  sent  from  foreign  parts  were 
more  regularly  cast  than  these  ap- 
peared to  be. 

The  circumstances  abore  men. 
iioned  were  deemed  to  adduce  such 
efidence  of  guilt  that  the  jury  did 
Slot  hesitate  to  convict  Mr.  Guest; 
the  consequence  of  which  was,  that 
sentence  of  death  Vas  passed  on 
him. 

Great  intercession  was  made  to 
s^Te  this  unhappy  man«  and  some 
persons  of  rank  were  preTailed  on 
to  sign  a  petition  In  his  favour ;  but 
It  was  determined  in  council  that 
tie  law  should  take  Its  course  re« 
tpecting  a  man  whose  crime  waa 
auppoted  to  operate  to  the  preju* 
dice  of  persons  of  all  ranks  and  de- 
crees. 

After  convlcdon  this  malefactor 
nade  the  most  serious  preparations 
for  the  awfnl  change  that  awaited 
bim;  not  flattering  himself  with  the 
vain  hopes  of  that  pardon  which 
could  not  in  reason  be  expected. 
His  attendance  on  the  offices  of  de* 


votion  was  regular,  and  appeared  t<s 
be  sincere ;  and  he  sustained  hb  ca« 
lamities  with  the  spirit  of  a  mao 
and  a  Christian. 

Consistent  with  the  plan  respect- 
ing^persons  conficted  of  high  trea« 
son,  he  was  conveyed  to  the  place 
of  execution  on  a  sledge.  His  dress 
consisted  of  a  suit  of  mourning  and 
a  club  wig;  and  his  bel^ivlonrwas 
so  truly  penitent  and  contrite  as  to 
claim  the  general  compassion  of  the 
surrounding  multitude.  At  the 
place*  of  eiecution  he  appeared  to 
exhibit  every  mark  of  penitence 
and  resignation.  He  prayed  de« 
voutly;  and,  when  he  was  turned 
off,  and  his  body  had  hang  the  ac*, 
customed  tiipe,  it  was  delivered  ia 
his  friends  for  interment.  He  snf« 
lered  at  Tyburn,  October  the  14th9 
17(J7.« 

Such  was  the  end  of  a  man  bonr 
to  better  hopes  and  fairer  expecta- 
tions; one  who  might  have  lived 
reputably  on  the  profits  of  hir 
place  in  the  Bank,  and  by  his  otiier 
conneiions ;  but  the  strength  of 
avarice  seems  to  have  gotten  the 
better  of  his  more  virtuous  pas. 
slons,  and  he  Cell  a  sacrifice  to  the 
wish  to  get  rich  too  suddenly.  He 
could  not  resist  temptation^  and  lids 
proved  his  destruction. 

We  fear  this  is  but  too  common 
a  ease ;  and  hence  we  may  learn 
that  to  l>e  contented  with  our  se- 
veral allotments  In  life  is  one  of  our 
first  duties.  We  can  no  way  more 
gratefully  acknowledge  onr  sense 
of  the  goodness  of  Providence  than 


'  *.Tbe  following  b  a  singular  discovery  of  the  coromisiion  of  a  crime  simiUr  to  that 
of  tiie  unfortunate  Guest  John  Clarke  was  a  watcb-case  maker,  of  good  repute*  in 
Ix>ndon.  He  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  occasionally  working  by  himself  in  acloaet ; 
aiid  his  apprentice,  jealous  of  the  master's  being  there  employed  on  some  work  in  which 
he  would  not  instruct  him,  secretly  bored  a  hole  in  the  wainscot,  tbrou^  which  he  saw 
bim  filing  guineas.  He  gave  information,  convicted,  and  brought  his  master  to  the 
gallows. 

Clarke,  for  this  offence^  suffered  at  Tyburn,  along  with  James  Felton,  an  appreoticey 
on  the  t6th  of  November,  1766,  who  was  the  first  offender  convicted  on  the  act  which 
makes  stealing  bank-notes,  &c.  out  of  letters,  a  felony.  It  was  proved  that  he  stole' a 
b^k  post-bill  out  of  a  letter  at  Mr.  Eaton's  receiving- house,  in  Chancery  Lane. 
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bf  ft  fikaokful  acteptance  of  Us 
boantiefl,  and  a  cheerful  acqui- 
escence in  its  dispensations. 

Upon  the  whole^  the  case  of  the 
nofortuoate  Guest  may  ser^e  to 


teach  as  that  honesty  is*  the  best 
policy,  and  that  no  real,  no  solid 
lasting  gain,  can  result  from  covet- 
ousness. 


EUiabeth  Brownrigg  cruelly  flogging  her  Apprentice,  Mary  Clifford, 


ELIZABETH  BROWNRIGG, 

BXBCUTED  FOR  TORTURING  HER  FBICALE  APPREIfTICES  TO  DEATH. 


The  long  scene  of  torture  in 
which  this  inhaman  woman  kept 
tlM  innocent  object  of  her  remorse- 
len  crnelty,  ere  she  finished  the 
long.premeditated  murder,  engaged 
the  interest  of  the  superior  ranks, 
and  roosed  the  indignation  of  the 
populace  more  than  any  criminal, 
occurrence  in  the  whole  coarse  of 
our  melancholy  narratifes. 

This  cruel  woman,  having  passed 
the  early  part  of  her  life  in  the  ser- 
vice of  private  families,  was  married 
to  James  Brownrigg,  a  plumber, ' 
who,'' after  being  seven  years  In 
Greenwich,  came  to  I^ndon,  and 

VOL.  fi.  « 


took  a  house  in  Flo wer-de.  Luce 
Court,  Fleet  Street,  where  he  cai'. 
ried  on  a  considerable  share  of  bo. 
siness,  and  had  a  little  house  at  Is. 
lington  for  an  occasional  retreat. 

She  had  been  the  mother  of  six- 
teen children;  and,  having  prac 
tised  midwifery,  was  appointed  by 
the  OTorseers  of  the  poor  of  St. 
Dunstan's  parish  to  take  care  of  the 
poor  women  who  were  taken  in 
labour  in  the  workhouse,  which 
duty  she  performed  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  her  employers. 

Mary  Mitchell ,^  a  poor  girl,  of 
the  precinct  of  White  Friars,  was 
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put  AppienflQa  to  Mn.  Br^viMrtfg 
^n  tlie  ye^r  I7&k ;  md  about  tbo 
same  time  M^ry  J^qj^^  odq  Qf  tbe 
children  of  the  Foundling  HospitaU 
>vasr  likewise  placed  with  her  in  the 
same  capacity ;  and  she  hail  nihet 
apprentices. 

As    Mrs.    Brpworigg    received 
pregnant  women  to  lie-in  privately, ' 
these  girls  were  taken  with  a  view 
of  saving  the  expense  of  women 
servants.   At  first  the  poor  orphans 
were  treated  with  some  degree  of 
civility- ;  but  this,  was  soon  changed' 
ige  barbarity, 
^ary  Jones  across 
kitchen,  she  whip- 
ch  wanton  cruelty 
isionally  obliged  to 
lere  weariness, 
at  was  frequently 
Mrs..  Brownrigg 
rater  on  her  when 
shipping  her,  and 
rould  dip  her  head 
into  f  pail  of  water.     The  room 
appointed  for  the  girl  to  sleep  in 
adjoined  the  p^sage  leading  to  the 
str^el  door ;  and,  as  thp  had  re« 
ceiled  many  pounds  on  her  bead, 
shoulders,  and  various  parts  of  her 
body,  she  determined  not  to  bear 
€uch  treatment  any  longer^  if  she 
could  effect  her  escape. 

Observing  that  the  key  vpas  left 
in  the  str^pt  d^of  whep  the  family 
went  to  bed,  she  optened  it  cau* 
tionsly  ^ne  morning,  and  escaped 
into  the  street, 
/  Thus  freed  from  bfsr  horrid  con- 
fin(^ment,  sbe  repe^Uedly  inquired 
ber  way  iq  the  F<nind)ing  Hospital 
till  she  found  it,  and  WM  admitted 
after  do«cri))ii)g  in  ^rW  manner  she 
had  t^n  t^^ted^  and  showing  the 
^rqfsea  ^h§  had  jreceiv^ 

TJie  child  bavuag  \mn  ezamioed 
by  a  surgepil,  (who  found  ber 
woui^ds  to  be  of  «  most  alarming 
nature,). the  governors  of  the  hospi- 
tal ordertd  Mr.  Plumbtree,  thdr 


splicKor,  to  nrlte  to  James  Br«wi^<F 

rigg,  threatepiRg  a  pvoieqntiftB,  il 
he  did  npt  give  a  propar  reason  for 
the  severilios  eiuircistd  tot«ar4  ibe 
child. 

No  notice  of  this  having  been 
taken,   and  the  governors  of  the 
hospital  thiiiking  it  imprudent  to 
indict  at  common  law,  the  girl  wfts 
discharged,  in  consequence  of  ap 
application  to  the  chamlierlain  of 
London.    The    other  girl,   Mary 
Mitchell,  continued  with  her  mis. 
tress  for  the  space  of  a  year,  duripg 
which  she  was  treated^  with  equal 
cruelty,  and  she  also  resolved  to 
quit  her  service.     Having  escaped 
out  of  the  house,  she  was  met  in  the 
street  by  the  younger  son  of  Brown- 
rigg, who  forced    her  to  return 
home,  where  her  sufferings  were 
greatly  aggravated 
her  elopement,     I 
overseers  of  tl^  p 
Friars   bound    h 
Brownrigg ;  nor  i 
she  experienced  si 
those  inflicted  oij 
girls,  and  possiUy 
She  was  frequantl 
and  beaten  with  a  hearth-broom,  a 
horsewhip,  or  a  cane,  till  she  was 
absolutely  speechless.     This   poor 
girl  having  a  natural  infirmit^^  the 
mistress  would  not  permit  iMr  to 
He  io  A  bed,  bnt  pk^^  hat  qn  a 
pnat,  ip  a  coal-»hobi  that  wiia  i»- 
markably    pold  ;   bow#f «r,   attar 
f  omt  timp,  a  sack  pnd  a  quantity  til 
straw  formed  her  bed,  iostcvlof 
the  mal.    I)aring  her  c onfiaampnt 
i^  tbi3  VJretcb«d  situation  ake  had 
nothing  to  subsist  on  but  bread  fa4 
water;  and  her  covering,  did^ 
the  night,.  6onsiftted  only  of  liar 
own  clothes,  so  that  sko  sooAtimes 
iay  almost  perished  with  c^ld. . 

Op  a  particular  occasjop,  whan 
she  was  almost  starvipg  with  hnngtr, 
she  broke  open  a  cupboai4  ia 
jearcb  of  food,  but  foupd  it  anpty ; 
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and  on  unother  occmiob  she' broke 
down  60910  boards,  in  order  to  pro^ 
fare  a  draught  of  water* 

Though  she  wa#  thuu  pressed  Tpr 
the  humble%Jt  neceasaticf  of  lifo» 
IVfrs.  JSrownrigg  detenoiqed  to 
pnoish  ber  with  rigour  for  the 
m^ao^  «{i9  bad  tak?Q  to  9applj  ber* 
B^ir  with  thapi.  On  this  |he  caus^ 
the  girl  to  strip  iQ  the  skiq,  and 
during  the  coui^  of  a  wbole  ds^> 
vhile  she  remained  naked,  the  rcr 
peatedly  beat  ber  with  the  butt-end 
of  a  whip. 

In  the  course  of  this  mp^t  inhi|. 
man  treatnent  a  ja(<k*chain  waa 
fixed  round  her  neck^  the  opd  of 
which  was  fastened  to  the  y^rd 
door,  and  then  it  was  pulleil  as  tight 
as  possible  without  strangling  her. 

A  day  being  passed  jn  the  prae- 
tice  of  these  savage  barbarities  the 
girl  was  recnanded  to  the  pqal^bQle 
at  night,  her  bunds  being  tied  be<* 
bind  ber,  and  thecbaip  still  re^^ain^ 
ing  about  ber  neck. 

Tbe  husband  baling  beep  obliged 
ta  find  bis  wife's  apprentices  in 
wearing  apparel,  ih^y  were  re«* 
peatedly  stripped  9aked»  and  kept 
80  for  whole  days,  ff  their  garments 
happened  to  be  torn. 

The  elder  son  had  frequently  the; 
tupMrintCBd^noa  of  tbeie  wretched 
gir|a;  but  this  was  so(ne|injics  coro^ 
mittad  tiO  the  apprentice,  who  de. 
ctaredtbat  she  wa^  totajly  nAed 
•oe  night  when,  be  went  to  tie  her 
mp>  Tbe  two  poor  girls  were  fre- 
qnently  so  beaieii  tM  ^beir  bead9 
and  shoulders  appeared  9/9  one  ge- 
neral «ore;  and,  wben  a  plaster 
waa  applied  to  their  wounds,  tbe 
lUn  used  to  peel  away  with  it* 

Sometimes  IklrSf  tfrownrigg^ 
when  resoired  on  uncomvion  s^^e*' 
rity,  used  to  tie  tbeir  hands  with  a 
cord^nd  draw  them  up  to  a  water* 
pipe  which  ran  across  the  ceiling  in 
tbe  kitchen  ;  but  that  giving  way^ 
the  desired  her  husband  to  fix  a 


book  in  tha  bean,  through  which  a 
cord  was  drawn,  and,  their  arms 
baiag  e«:tended,  she  M9cd  to  horse- 
whip  them  till  she  was  weary,  aAA* 
till  th0  blood  followed  at  oTevy 
stroke* 

The  elder  son  having  one  day  di- 
rected Mary  Clifford  to  put  up  a 
half-tester  bedstead,  the  poor  girl 
was  unable  to  do  it ;  on  which  he 
beat  her  till  she  could  no  longer' 
support  his  severity ;  and  at  an- 
other time,  when  tbe  mother  bad 
bean  whipping  her  in  tbe  kitch^* 
till  she  was  absolutely  tired,  the  so» 
renewed  the  savage  treatment 
Mrs.  Dvowprigg  would  sometimes 
seize  the  poor  girl  by  the  cheeks, 
and,  forciug  the  skin  down  vio. 
lently  with  her  fiqgors,  cause  the 
blood  to  gush  from  her  eyef . 

Mary  Clifford,  unable  to  heat 
these  repeated  seyerities,  coiSK 
plained  of  ber  bard  treatment  to  a 
French  lady  who  lodged  in  the 
bouse;  and  she  having  repreiented 
the  impropriety  of  such  behaviouff 
to  Mrs.  Brownrigg,  the  inhunan 
monster  flew  at  the  girl,  and  e«4 
ber  tongue  in  two  places  with  a 
pair  of  scissors. 

On  the  morning  of  the-lStb  of 
July  this  barbarous  wonan  went 
into  the  kitchen^  and,  after  obliging 
Mary  Clifford  to  strip  to  the  skin, 
draw  her  up  to  the  staple,  and^ 
though^  her  body  was  an  entire 
sove  from  former  bruises,  yet  this 
wpctch  renewed  her  cruelties  with 
beJT  aocustoaied  severity^ 

After  whipping  her  till  the  blood 
streamed  down  her  body t  she  let 
ber  down>  and  made  be«  wash  ber* 
self  in  a  tub  of  cold  i^itor }  Mary 
Mitchell,  the  othcf  poor  gir^  bt^ing 
present  during  this  tfanaactkuu 
While  Clifford  was  wasbing  bersetf 
Mrs.  Brownrigg  struck  her  00  tbe 
shoulders,  already  sore  with  for- 
mer bruises,  with  the  butl-end  of  a 
whip;  and  she  treated  tbe  child  m 
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this  manner  fiTe  (lines  in  the  same 
day* 

The  poor  girl's  wounds  now  b»« 
gao  to  show  e? idenl  signs  of  mor- 
tification. Her  mother  in-law,  who 
had  resided  some  time  in  the  conn- 
try ,  came  about  this  time  to  town, 
and  inquired  after  her.  Being  in- 
formed  that  she  was  placed  at 
Brownrigg's,  she  went  thither,  but 
was  refused  admittance  by  Mr. 
Brownrigg,  who  even  threatened  to 
carry  her  before  the  lord  mayor  if 
she  came  there  to  make  further  dis. 
tnrbances.  Upon  thb  the  mother- 
in-law  was  going  away,  when  Mrs. 
Deacon,  wife  of  Mr.  Deacon, 
baker,  at  the  adjoining  house,  called 
her  in,  and  informed  her  that  she 
and  her  family  had  often  heard 
rooanings  and  groans  issue  from 
Brownrigg's  house,  and  that  she 
suspected  the  apprentices  were 
treated  with  unwarrantable  sefc. 
rity.  «  Thb  good  woman  likewise 
promised  to  exert  herself  to  ascer- 
tain the  truth. 

At  this  juncture  Mr.  Brownrigg, 
going  to  Hampstead  on  business, 
bought  a  hog,  which  he  sent  home. 
The  hog  was  put  into  a  covered 
yard>  having  a  sky-light,  which  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  remove, 
in  order  to  give  air  to  the  animal. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the 
sky-light  was  removed,  Mr.  Deacon 
ordered  his  servants  to  watch,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  discover  the 
girls.'  Accordingly,  one  of  the 
mVids,  looking  from  a  window,  saw 
ooe  of  the  girls  stooping  down,  on 
which  she  called  her  mistress,  and 
she  desired  the  attendance  of  some 
of  the  odghbours,  who  having  been 
witnesses  of  the  shocking  scene, 
some  men  got  upon  the  l^s,  and 
dropped  bits  of  dirt,  in  order  to  in- 
duOB  the  girl  to  speak  to  them ;  but 
she  seemed  wholly  incapable.  Mrs. 
Deacon  then  sent  to  the  girl's  mo- 
ther-in-law, who  immediately  called 


upon  Mr.  Grundy,  one  of  the  over, 
seers  of  St.  Dunstan*s,  and  repre- 
sented the  base.  Mr.  Grundy  and 
the  rest  of  the  overseers,  with  the 
women,  went  and  demanded  a  sight 
of  Mary  Clifford  ;  but  Brownrigg, 
who  had  nicknamed  her  Nan,  told 
them  that  he  knew  no  such  person  ; 
buf.  If  they  wanted  to  see  Mary 
(meaning  Mary  Mitchell),  ^^y 
might,  and  accordingly  produced 
her.  Upon  this  Mr.  ENsacon's  ser- 
vant declared  that  Mary  Mitchell 
was  not  the  girl  they  wanted.  Mr. 
Grundy  now  sent  for  a  constable, 
to  search  the  house,  but  no  disco- 
very was  then  made* 

Mr.  Brownrigg  threatened  high, 
ly ;  but  Mr.  Grundy,  with  tlie  spirit 
that  became  the  officer  of  a  parish,  ^ 
took  Mary  Mitchell  with  him  to  the 
workhouse,  where,  on  the  taking 
off  her  leathern  boddice,  it  stuck  so 
fast  to  her  wounds  that  she  shrieked 
with  the  pain ;  but,  on  being  treated 
with  great  humanity,  and  told  that 
she  should  not  be  sent  back  to 
Brownrigg's,  she  gave  an  account 
of  the  horrid  treatment  that  she  and 
Mary  Clifford  had  sustained,  and 
confessed  that  she  had  met  the  lat- 
ter on  the  stairs  just  before^  they 
came  to  the  house.  Upon  this  in- 
formation Mr.  Grundy  and  some 
others  returned  to  the  house,  to 
make  a  stricter  search ;  on  which 
Brownrigg  sent  for  a  lawyer,  in 
order  to  intimidate  them,  and  even 
threatened  a  prosecution  unless 
they  immediately  quitted  the  pre- 
mises. Unterrified  by  these  threats, 
Mr.  Grundy  sent  for  a  coach,  to 
(Darry  Brownrigg  to  the  Compter; 
on  which  the  latter  promised  to 
produce  the  girl  in  about  haff  an 
hour.  If  the  coach  was  discliarged. 
This  being  consented  to,  the  girl 
was  pr'oduced  from  a  cupboard 
under  a  bcaufet  in  the  dining-room, 
after  it  pair  of  shoes,  which  young 
Brownrigg  had  in  his  hand  during 
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the  proposa1,had  been  put  upon  her. 
It  is  not  in  langtia|;e  to  describe  the 
miserable  appearance  this  poor  girl 
roade ;  almost  her  nvhole  body  was 
ulcerated. 

Being  taken  to  the  workhouse, 
an  apothecary  was  ^nt  for,  who 
pronounced  her  to  be  in  danger. 

Brown  rigg  was  therefore  con- 
veyed to  Wood  Street  Compter;  but 
his  wife  and  son  made  their  escape, 
taking  with  them  a  gold  watch  and 
tome  money.  Mr.  Brownrigg  was 
now  carried  before  Alderman  Cross- 
by,  who  fully  committed  him,  and 
ordered  the  girls  to  be  taken  to 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  where 
Mary  Clifford  died  within  a  few 
days;  and  th«  coroner's  inquest, 
being  summoned,  found  a  Terdict  or 
Wilful  Murder  against  James  and 
Elizabeth  Brownrigg,  and  John 
ilieir  son. 

In  the  mean  time  Mrs.  Brown- 
rigg and  her  son  shifted  from  place 
to  p^ace  In  London,  bought  clothes 
in  Rag  Fair  to-disguise  Uiemsel? es, 
and  then  went  to  Wandsworth, 
where  they  took  lodgings  in  the 
house  of  Mr.  Dunbar,  who  kept  a 
chandler's  shop.        ^ 

This  chandler,  happening  to  read 
a  newspaper  on  the  15th  of  August, 
saw  an  adrertisement,  which  so 
clearly  described  his  lodgers^  that 
he  had  no  doubt  but  they  were  the 
murderers. 

On  this  he  went  to  London  the 
next  day,  which  was  Sunday,  and, 
going  to  church,  sent  for  Mr.  Owen, 
the  churchwarden,  to  attend  him  In 
the  f  estry,  and  gave  him  such  a  de- 
scription of  the  parties  that  Mr. 
Oi^en  desired  Mr.  Deacon  and  Mr. 
Wingravc,  a  constable,  to  go  to 
Wandsworth,  and  make  the  neccs- 
sary  inquiry. 


;  On  their  arrival  at  Dunbar's 
house,  they  found  the  wretched 
mother  and  son  in  a  room  by  them- 
selves, who  evinced  great  agitation 
at  this  discovery.  A  coach  being 
procured,  they  were  confcyed  to 
Ltindon,  without  any  person  in 
Wandsworth  having  knowledge  of 
the  affair,  except  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dunbar. 

At  the  ensuing  sessions  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  the  father,  mother,  and 
son,were  indicted ;  when  Elisabeth 
Browiirigg,  after  a  trial  of  eleven 
hours,  was  found  guilty  of  munler, 
and  ordered  for  execution ;  but  the 
man  and  his  son,  being  acquitted  of 
the  higher  charge*,  were  detained, 
to  take  their  triab  for  a  misde- 
meanor, of  which  they  were  con- 
victed, and  imprisoned  for  thespace 
of  six  months. 

After  sentence  of  death  was 
passed  pn  Mrs*  Brownrigg  she  was 
attended  by  a  clergyman,  to  wImnu 
she  confessed  the  enormity  of  lier 
crime,  and  acknowledged  the  justice 
of  the  sentence  by  which  she  had 
been  condemned.  The  parting  be- 
tween her  and  her  husband  and  son, 
on  the  morning  of  her  execntion, 
was  affecting  beyond  description. 
The  son  falling  on  his  knees,  she 
bent  herself  over  him  and  embraced 
him ;  while  the  husband  was  kneel- 
ing on  the  other  side. 

On  her  way  to  the  fatal  tree  the 
people  expressed  their  abhorrence 
of  her  crime  in  terms  which,  though 
not  proper  at  the  moment,  testified 
their  detestation  of  her  cruelty. 
Before  her  exit,  she  joined  in 
prayer  with  the  Ordinary  of  New- 
gate, whom  she  desired  to  declare 
to  the  multitude  that  she  confessed 
her  guilt,  and  acknowledged  the 
justice  of  her  sentence. 


*  It  seems  tho  child  was  looked  upon  as  tlie  apprentice  of  the  wire,  and  not  the  hus-  • 
band  ;  though  tlic*husband  was  obliged  to  find  her  apparel :  however,  accessories  in  mur- 
der are  equally  guilty,  and  it  is  strange  that  the  roan  and  his  son  should  have  been 
acquitted. 
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After  h^r  etecoHon,  which  took 
plaoe  at  Tybutn,  September  the 
14th,  1767,  her  bodj  Was  put  into 
a  hacka^-coach,  and  conreyed 
to  Surgeons*  Hall,  where  it  was 
disMcted,  and  her  skeleton  hvng 
'np. 

That  Mrs.  Brownrigg,  a  midwife 
hy  profession,  and  herself  the  mo- 
ther of  many  children,  should  wan* 
tdnly  murder  the  offspring  of  other 
women,  is  truly  astonishing,  and 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  that 
depraYity  of  human  nature  whibh 
phllotophers  hare  always  disputed. 


but  which  (me  Christians  wtil  be 
ready*  to  allow. 

Jjet  her  crimes  be  buried,  though 
■her  ^eleton  be  espoted ;  and  may 
no  one  hereafter  be  found  wicked 
enough  to  copy  her  vito  example  ! 

Wosnen  who  hare  the  care  of 
children  from  parish  workhousee 
or  hospitals  should  consider  them- 
selves at  once  as  mistresses  and  as 
mothers;  nor  erer  permit  tb^ 
strictness  of  the  former  character  to 
preponderate  orer  the  humanity  of 
the  latter. 


JOHN  WILLIAMSON, 

EXECUTED  FOa  MUEDCR. 


Wiixf  AM80N  was  the  son  of  peo^ 
i>le  io-but  indiffereilt  circumstances,^ 
who  put  him  apprentice  to  a  shoe- 
maker. When  he  came  to  be  a 
joaraeymati  he  pursued  his  busi- 
ness with  industry  ;  and  in  a  short 
time  he  married  an  honest  and  sober 
woman,  by  whom  he  had  three  chiU 
dren»  His  wife  dying,  he  con* 
tinned  some  time  a  widower,  main- 
taining klmself  and  his  children  in  a 
decent  manner. 

At  length  he  contracted  ac- 
<qnaintanGo  with  a  young  woman  so 
deficient  in  point  of  intellect,  th|il 
it  may  be  said  she  bordered  upon 
idiotism. 

Her  relations  had  bequeathed  her 
money  sufficient  for  her  roainte* 
nance;  and  this  circumstance  in* 
duccd  Williamson  to  make  propo* 
sals  of  marriage,  which  ^he  ac- 
cepted. 

Being  asked  in  church,  the  bans 
were  forbidden  by  the  gentleman 
appointed  guardian  to  the  unhappy 
woman. 

Williamson  baring  procured  a 
licence,  the  marriage  was  solcm- 
hized ;  and  in  consequence  he  re- 
ceived the  money  that  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  guardian. 


About  three  i^eeks  after  the 
niarriage  ho  cruelly  beat  his  wife, 
threw  water  orer  het^  aild  other, 
wise  treated  her  with  great  sevcb 
rity ;  and  this  kind  of  brutality  he 
frequently  repeated* 

At  length  he  fastetiod  the  mi^ 
^rabla  creature's  hands  behind  her 
.with  handcuffs ;  and^  by  roiant  of 
a  rope  passed  through  a  staple, 
dr^w  them  so  tight  abote  her  head, 
that  only  the  tips  of  her  toes  touched 
the  ground. 

On  one  side  of  the  closet  w  herein 
she  was  confined  was  now  and  then 
put  a  small  piece  of  bread  and  but* 
^er,  so  that  she.  could  just  touch  it 
with  her  mouth  ;  and  she  was  daily 
allowed  a  small  portion  of  water. 

She  onoe  remained  a  whole 
month  without  being  released  from 
this  miserable  condition  ;  but  dur- 
ing that  time  she  occasionally  re* 
ceircd  assistance  from  a  female 
lodger  in  the  house,  and  a  little 
girl,  Williamson's  daughter  by  his 
former  wife. 

The  girl  having  once  released  the 
poor  suficrer,  the  inhuman  villain 
beat  her  with  great  sevcri(<y.  When 
(he  father  was  abroad,  the  child 
frequently  gave  the  unhappy  woman 
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a  fttdol  to  statid  upon,  hj  whSch 
M^ns  Nf  ptAn  was  iti  lOtbe  d^grte 
UMted. 

'  Tliil  dretiBMCanee  being  disco* 
tektd  by  WilUamsoii,  he  bake  the 
girl  in  a  most  barbarous  manner, 
and  threatened  thai,  if  she  again  of- 
fended in  the  same  way,  he  would 
punish  her  with  still  greater  8e?e^ 

ilty. 

Williilmson  released  his  Wife  oti 
this  9itnday  preceding  the  day  oh 
Which  shd  tlidl ;  and  dt  dtnner.tiAie 
cut  her  some  meat,  of  which,  how- 
erer,  she  ate  only  a^  rery  small 
qaantity.  This  partial  indulgence 
hb  stipjpfbsed  Would  profe  a  fa? or« 
Able  dfctimstanc^foi' him  Iti  casetof 
Mhg  dcens^  6f  mutdbr.    ^ 

Her  hands  being  gireatly  swellisd, 
^rooghthe  coldnesfT  ^fthe  weiither 
tfld  thb  pdn  ocdasidiied  by  the 
haildtilifEB,  she  begged  to  be  per- 
mrttfed  to  go  ta^af  th<$  flte ;  and,  the 
daughter  Joinlhg  in  hef  request, 
WillfaitDsdn  complied.  When  she 
hadttit  A  fbw  mintitcd,  Williamson, 
6bsih'?ing  h^r  throwing  th6  Tenhin 
tbat  swiirm«d  iipdti  her  clothes  iMto 
Am  fire,  oitieired  her  t6  ^  returli  to 
htit  kMn^K^  bt^tlport  she  Went 
back  to  the  clc^set,  the  door  of 
%bidt  wa^  then  locked  till  the  trett 
(Skfj  whto  6he  was  foiihd  to  be  In  a 
Mi^i^His  sl«te,  in  Which  fthe  con. 
tiling  till  the  time  of  he^  death, 
which  happened  ttbout  two  o'clock 
on  the  litesday  iftorhing. 

The  coroner's  jury  being  Inftii. 
moiled  to  sit  on  the  body,  Mr. 
BiHon,  a  iurgeon,  of  Redcrofe 
Stteet,  who  had  opened  it,  dh^red 
ihkt  he  was  df  Opinion  the  deceased 
"hiid  perished  tbrotigh  the  Want  of 
thecoinmon  rie^ssarie^of  life;  and, 
'othe^  ctMence  b^lng  addudfd  to 
titfitiKicte  Wfllhiittson,  h^  was  com. 
Mtted  t6  Newgate. 

At  the  ctnuiflg  session!  at  the  Old 
'BiMff  he  Waa  brought  to  trial  be* 
fore  Lord  Chief  Ikron   PlAfk«r: 


and  the  prindpri  wittiessce  agalhst 
hhn  wete  hi!  daughter,  Mrs.  Ode, 
and  Mk  Barton,  the  8ur(^^on  who 
openeii  ^e  body  of  th^  deceks^d. 

The  prisbnet^s  defence  WiU  ei. 
ceedingly  frifoldus:  he  said  his 
wife  had  provoked  him  by  tread, 
ing  upon  a  kitten,  and  killing  it, 
and  then  turning  np  the  whites  of 
her  eyes. 

It  appeared  that,  from  the  seiise 
of  exdrucifttingpain,  the  eyes  of  the 
deceased  were  frequency  turned 
upwards^  and  her  features  violently 
distorted;  He  hdd  the  effrontery 
to  declare  tor  the  Cddrt  that  he  had 
not  abridged  hts  wife  of  anjr  df  the 
necessaries  of  life  ;  and,  aftei'  sen. 
tence  of  death  waft  pronounced,  re. 
fleeted  ^pon  his  daughter  ai  being 
the  cause  of  his  destruction.  ' 

While  the  child  wa!  giring  Irci^ 
evidence  she  wept  bitterly,  ftnd 
Showed  every  sign  of  being  grehtiy 
a£fbcteO. 

Being  put  into  the^ells,  he  ieht 
for  a  clergymiiti;  and  bcknowledi^ed 
that  he  had  ife^ted  h\i  Wife  inthe 
crnlTniafiner  represetited  ti  pod  the 
tHal;  adding,  however,  thafthehUd 
nti  design  of  depriffng  her- of  life. 

Frbm  (he  time  of  his  commitment 
to  prison  tiH  the  time  of  his  fistcn^ 
tion  he  behaved  In  aver/ decent 
and  penitent  maimer. 

He  wa!  coni^eyed  io  the  i^ace  of 
eiecution  in  a  cart,  attended  by  two 
church  clergymen  atid  a  methodist 
preacheh 

The  gallows  Was  placed  6H  tiie 
risfng  grotftfd  opposite  Chiswefl 
Street,  hi  MoorBelds.  Aftef  he 
had  sunga'psatttk,  litid  prated  tomb 
time  with  aA  iaji^itrsinee  t^f  Jpreat 
devotion,  he  Was-  turned  off,  Ja- 
iraary  Id,  Vr(S7^  atnidH  atl  8matih|^ 
concoufse  of  peo^jle^ 

His  bodi  wa^  tonVeyed  tb  6nu 
geon*fi  H&n  for  direction,  ftiid 'his 
children  Werej^laeedfai  €ripple|gat« 
workhou!Ni.        '  »     * 
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It  appeared  that  «0Teral  vomen 
in  the  ocigbbourhood  knew  of  WiU 
l.iaauion's  barbarity ;  and  it  if  to  be 
regretted  that  ^hey  did  not  know, 
or^  at  leaf  ty  refused  to  do,  their 


duty  ;  for,  had  they  given  inforoMU 
tion  to  a  magistrate,  in  all  probabi- 
lity  two  lives  would  have  b^n  saved 
— one  from  starvation^  and  the  other 
from  ignominy. 


JOHN  YOUNG, 

IMPRISONED   FOU  CRIMPIHO. 


Tab  system  of  crimping  or  kid. 
napping  young  men  for  the  army 
is  a  disgrace  to  a  free  country^  yet 
it  was  long  carried  on,  and  gene, 
rally  with  Iropunityi  in  London. 
.  Among  the  numerous  classes 
of  villains  who.  prowl  the  streets 
.and  environs  of  the  metropolis, 
watching  an  opportunity  to  plun- 
der, are  a  number  of  ruffians,  with 
party-coloured  cockades  In  their 
hats,  calling  themselves  recruiting 
officers^  watching  country  and  un. 
guarded  youths,  whom  they  decoy 
into  public  houses,  which  they  have 
in  all  quarters  of  the  towns  there 
they  ply  them  with  drink,  and  raise 
their  hopes  to  enthusiasm  by  the 
defcription  of  the  vast  nches  of  the 
East,  until  they  get  them  sworn  in, 
as  it  is  called  ;  after  which  seldom 
any  thing  more  is  heard  of  the 
wretched  dupes.  They  are  hurried 
on  board  a  ship,  confined  in  a  filthy 
hold  on  scanty  provisions,  and  sent 
to  some  unfriendly  clime,  which  ge* 
nerally  soon  puts  an  end  to  their 
misorief. 

John  Young  waf  one  of  these 
mock  captains.  He  had  trepanned 
Henry  Soppet,  an  honest  sailor^ 
while  intoxicated,  and  confined  him 
in  a  sponging  or  lock*up  house  in 
Chancery  Lane,  with  a  design  to 
send  him  to  the  East  Indies. 

When  sober.  Jack,  however, 
made  such  an  uproar,  that  the  cap. 
tain  was  fain  to  let  go  his  supposed 
pri^.  It  did  not  rest  here,  for  the 
tar  instantly  steered  to  the  lord 
mayor,  and  tendered  his  complaint, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  man- 


stealer  was  soon  apprehended,  ^nd 
brought  to  trial  for  the  offence  at' 
the  sessions  at  Guildhall,  on  the 
97th  of  April,  1767,  and  found 
guilty.  '    * 

It  is  singular  that  the  British 
laws,  the  roost  comprehensive  of  all 
codes,  have  provided  no  adequate 
punishment  for  *  a  man  stealing  a 
man  ;*  for,  in  fact,  what  else  is  ttiis 
kind  of  kidnapping  ? 

In  America  it  is  death  to  steal  a 
negro  slave ;  but,  in  England,  the 
same  offence  committed  upon  a 
white  free  man  is  merely  punish- 
able by  fine  or  imprisonment. 

The  ctimp,  or  man- stealer, 
Young,  pleaded  guilty,  and  endea. 
vored  to  cozen,  the  Court,  by  a 
mock  puritanical  whine  of  contri- 
tion, into  mercy  ;  but  he  soon 
found  that  he  could  not  trick  the 
city  magistrates,  who  ordered  htm 
to  be  imprisoned  in  Newgate  twelve 
months,  and,  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  to  give  seciirity  for  hb 
good  behaviour  for  two  yean 
more,  himself  in  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  two  sureties  in  fifty 
pounds  each* 

There  was,  along  with  Young, 
another  of  the  crimping  gang, 
named  Edward  Fielding,  brought 
up  to  receive  sentence.  This  vil- 
lain, in  order  to  force  one  of  hit 
victims  to  enlist  for  the  lilast  India 
Company's  service,  charged  the 
innocent  young  fellow  with  a  rob- 
bery ;  but  the  scheme  was  detected, 
and  Captain  Fielding  received  the 
same  sentence  as  his  iufamous  co* 
adjutor. 
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Jatt  a$  sentence  was  pronounced 
on  thit  brace  of  bullies,  an  o?er. 
drore  ox  entered  Guildhall,  and 
ran  into  Court,  to  the  great  asto* 
nbhment  of  judges,  coupseU  jnrj, 
witnesses,  and  the  condemned 
criaips;  but,  it  is  supposed,  not 
approTing  of  his  company,  he 
turned  about,  and  peaceably  de. 
parted,  without  doing  any  other 
mischief  than  causing  the  effects  of 


terror,  in  a  very  considerable  de* 
gree,  in  the  whole  Court* 

A  gentleman  passing  by  a|t  the 
time,  and  seeing  a  crowd,^kcd  tlie 
cause.  ^Nothing,' replied  a  fellow, 
humorously,  *  but  an  ox  that  just 
ran  into  Guildhall,  in  a  passion,  to 
lay  a  complaint  before  my  lord 
mayor  of  the  Inhumanity  of  his 
drivers.' 


SAMUEL  ORTON, 

EXECUTED  POn  PORGERY. 


Samuel  Orton  was  a  nature  of 
London.  While  he  was  in  a  state 
of  infancy  his  father  died,  leaving 
Mrs.  Orton  in  possession  of  a  hand* 
some  fortune.  She  was  a  Pro- 
testant  dissenter,  and  placed  her 
son  under  the  care  of  a  dissenting 
minister,  at  whose  academy  he 
made  some  progress  in  several 
branches  of  learning. 

The  young  man  discofcred  a 
very  strong  inclination  for  trade; 
and  he  was  therefore  apprenticed 
to  a  reputable  dealer  in  London, 
to  whom  he  proved  a  faithful  and 
industrious  servant.  Upon  the  e^ 
piration  of  his  apprenticeship  he 
purchased  the  place  of  clerk  to  the 
Court  of  Requests  in  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  which  produced  an 
income  of  about  three  hundred 
pounds  a  year. 

He  soon  afterwards  embarked  in 
the  wine  trade,  which  he  success, 
fully  punned  some  years;  and, 
being  generally  considered  as  a  man 
of  large  property,  many  persons, 
who  supported  their  cr^it  by  the 
circulation  of  notes  of  hand  and 
bills  of  exchange,  applied  for  his 
indorsements^  knowing  that  his 
name  would  give  their  paper  cur* 
rency;  and  he  was  so  imprudent 
as  to  make  himself  liable  to  the 
payment  of  fourteen  hundred 
pounds. 


The  persons  with  whom  Mr. 
Orton  had  engaged  in  such  im* 
prudent  connexions  being  declared 
bankrupts,  he  became  answerable 
to  the  holders  of  the  notes.  Hav* 
ing  debts  of  his  own  to  the  amount 
of  nine  hundred  pounds,  and  the 
notes  for  fourteen  hundred  to  dis- 
charge within  a  fortnight,  he  form- 
ed the  resolution  of  committing 
forgery. 

A  friendship  had  long  subsisted 
between  Mr.  Orton  and  a  captain, 
who,  upon  leafing  England,  had 
intrusted  him  with  a  letter  of  at- 
torney, authorizing  him  to  recdve 
his  pay  and  difidend  of  Bank  stock. 

lie  forged  two  letters  of  attor" 
ney,  by  means  of  which  he  received 
a  thousand  pounds'  at  the  lUnk. 
It  must  be  observed  that  h|p  in- 
tention was  not  ultimately  td  de- 
fraud the  captain^  but  merely  to 
support  his  credit  till  remittances 
from  his  correspondents  should  en- 
able him  to  replace  the  money; 
and  he  flattered  himself  in  the 
opinion  that  If,  through  disap- 
pointments, he  should  be  unable  to 
restore  the  property  before  the 
captain's  return,  he  would  readily 
excuse  his  conduct. 

Captain  Bishop,  being  at  Ports- 
mouth in  August,  1766,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Orton,  mentioning  that  his 
ship  was  coming  round  to  Wool- 
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HvicH)  And  that  he  wat  dosifoos  df 
an  inter?ib#  as  «otHi  as  possible 
af(«V  hfk  HfHral.  H^  Wrote  the 
tipieAn  woliJ  that  he  would  o«f. 
fainly  teiset  tSib  at  Woolwrch;  and, 
havifeg  sdlde  bu^tleki  to  oegotiatte 
at  Yarmofutb,  he  sdt  oui  on  horse. 
Bli6k  for  that  plai^. 

On  hU  ti^tnrn  to  London  he  left 
bis  horse  at  an  inn  near  Chating 
Cross,  and  went  into  St.  James's 
Park,  where  he  accidentally  met 
Captain  Bishop,  whose  ship  had  ar* 
riYed  at  Woolwich  on  the  preceding 
day.  They  supped  together  at  the 
Belle  Sanva^e,  oil  Ludgate  Hill; 
and  Ihii  nekt  inf  Mr.  Orton  dtfied 
writh  tbe  caplaiti  on  board  his  shl);> 
at  WoolWith. 

flefof«  Ifealrtng  Wootwich,  Mh 
Oi'toh  intended  to  Snfdk'm  the  cap. 
tain  of  hl$  ciondnct  with  n^gatd  to 
the  money  hb  had  r^cetved  at  tbe 
Bank  ;  but  ^e  dfediii^d  introducing 
the  sbbjedt  upon  learning  that  the 
captain  meant  to  remain  at  Wdoi. 
wicb  till  bts  ship  was  deared, 
Wbldl  be  expected  would  not  be 
in  leti  than  a  ti^^k. 

Ml*.  Oiriob  bow  #dlt  a  s^dond 
tibi^  to  Yarmouth^  and^  on  bift  te. 
tntn  In  fbnr  4ays,  be  fennd  a  ibftchr 
a  bis  bonse  frbib  Captain  bisbop, 
llgnifying  tbat,  bating  tetefted  bb 
pay,  hib  had  morii  money  by  him 
tbatt  be  bad  occasion  fofe^,  and  Iber^. 
ibre  desired  Mr.  Ortbn  to  nie^tblto 
at  th6  Belle  Santage^  and  I'ecefte  a 
imA  in  order  fo  di^posb  of  it  in 
suth  a  manner  as  he  should  judge 
would  prote  most  advantilgeou^. 
They  met  accoMing  to  appoint, 
nent,  and  Mr.  OrtOn  wak  abttUt 
to  mention  the  forged  tetters  df 
aAohiey,  m  hen  the  (captain  said  be 
«iras  under  the  neclfssity  of  itnm^idl. 
ately  attending  Admti^ttl  Knolrles : 
and  thtsy  parted  With  *f^ry  ap- 
pcataVite  of  I'ricmd^bi^,  mutually 
promishig  to  meet  tbe  following 
€f  dnbig. 


Tb«  nett  ntgbt  hh  bad  not  been 
bi  thtf  housb  #h^re  ba  bad  ap. 
p<rfnt^d  td  tAeat  Captain  BMop 
flinre  than  half  ah  bolb^  wbeb 
be  wak  amfted  fot*  t#o  biiildrefl 
tiomds  at  tbisauit  of  th^eapttift, 
and  Immediately  dondn^tM  ^  a 
«t>onglng.hoase.  life  wAlIb^  lusat 
day  etahlfned  in  th^  prts^boe  of 
ioi#e  of  the  dfr^tbft  df  the  Bahk, 
and  committed  ib  Nb#^ate  in  ofder 
for  trial. 

The  Tiolent  agitotion  of  spirits 
which  this  unfortunate  man  expo, 
rienced  when  he  was  charged  with 
th6  cdttirtiission  of  forgery  will 
not  admit  of  description.  Being 
bi'Onght  to  trial,  hi*  guilt  was 
prdred  by  indisputabia  etidencc; 
and  be  Wikk  'sentenced  to  be  exe. 
cntc^. 

While  be  Remained  in  Kfcwgatc 
his  baharibur  was  perfectly  con. 
sisteat  with  his  ntdiappy  circum. 
stances.  He  W^  conveyed  to  ttn 
pladd  of  ezecbiiG/n  Ih  a  iAonni\ng- 
Coach ;  and,  after  he  bafl  Employed 
tfome  time  ih  derout  prayer,  the 
MUhMca  of  the  law  was  pot  in 
fbtde,  and  bis  bl>dy  was  d^tered 
lo  hh  fAendt. 

Slibiuel  Ottbh  #U  ^etatoi  ft 
Tybhrb  Ob  tb«  i4th  of  Jannary, 
1767. 

We  dibbol  but  gregtet  tbe  fiUe 
of  Ihtt  ubfo/tunate  Man,  bacabsa  It 
is-certain  that  he  was  hot  fbflnanced 
by  Wicked  motlre^  to  theco'mbiis. 
slOh  of  the  fadt  for  which  be  for. 
felted  hi^  Hie ;  but  We  thusi,  how. 
eier,  acknowledge  that  he  fell  a 
jUkt  victim  to  tbe  offisbded  laws, 
WhitA  are  not  to  be  iielaied  in  fa. 
▼our  of  iadi?lduais,  however  ami. 
able  iheir  liHrate  diaracters,  left 
their  abthdrity  should  be  impaired. 

Forgery  is  lo  dan^efous  In  Hi 
f^Mency,  and  eJrtebsive  in  its  cob. 
Sffquendes,  that,  e?en  in  cases  whi<re 
no  ilctUal  injury  il  sustained,  polu 
Ileal  reasons  point  out  the  ne^ci. 
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sity  of  infticting  a  sererlty  of  pn- 
Dtehment  upon  tliose  who  ar«  guilty 
of  so  atrodoiis  a  crime. 

Since  a  disgraceful  death  will  be 


the  altiKVt  itii!Vit*Me  eon^aiMi^, 
iet  our  read^  be  warned  tig4iii>t 
having  recourse  to  tm  desperate  an 
expedient* 


JOHN  POWER,  OTHERWISE  WtJ^I^, 

EXECUTE  Foa  PIRACY  A«NI)  MURDER. 


Tui8  qMUefactor  was  a  native  of 
^e  West  of  England^  and  very 
/early  engaged  in  a  seafaring  life^ 
aerfing  on  board  a  ship  fthich 
sailed  to  the  coast  of  Gainea  on 
the  9lave«trade»* 

Cafvtaia  Fox  bad  the  cemman^ 
of  the  vessel)  and^  while  be  was  M 
shore  on  the  African  coast^  Power 
aod  Qcveml  other .  seamen  deter, 
minod  to  seize  the  ship,  and  to  takt 
her  to  sea  on  their  own  account 

This  resolution  being  formed^ 
they  swore  fidelity  to  each  other  i 
and,  giving  the  name  of  ^  Brave'  td 
Urn  ihip  (which  had  been  called 
the  Polly))  they  sailed  for  the  West 
iadiei)  the  eoeitoand  being  given 
to  Power^  whe  now  assoiMd  thb 
title  of  eaptain« 

.  The  mate  of  the  ship  eterted 
his  utmost  infloente  to  prevail  on 
Power  to  let  the.  real  captain  come 
on  board  befofe  he  stiled|  ahd  to 
return  to  his  own  daty ;  bit  all 
the  return  that  the  mieite  experi* 
enced  for  this  good  adfice  was  the 
ball  of  a  pistol  lodged  in  his  shouU 
der:  Power  likewise  discharged  a 
ball  through  the  cheek  of  a  sailor^ 
and  wounded  a  second  who  refused 
to  submit  to  his  imperious  com. 
mands. 

Thus  bjr  violence  becoming  mas- 
ier  of  the  vessel,  he  proceeded  on 
hif  voyage  with  a  lading  of  negro 
slaveft ;  but  among  the  o^er  parties 
on  iMMird  was  a  Aree  negro,  #ho 
had  rentained  al  a  hostage  for  two 


of  his  cotttttrymen ;  and  this  men 
was  employed  in  splitting  wood  for 
firings 

This  free  negro  frequently  cdil^ 
versing  with  the  slates^  the  ptratal 
conceived  that  they  were  eoneert^ 
ing  plins  to  regain  their  liberty  $ 
for  gailt  is  ever  iespici(>U0. 

Oneilobert  Fitzgerald^  ati  Ii'lsh^ 
m$n^  was  the  first  wha  observed  the 
free  negro  talking  to  the  slates; 
and  hinting  his  suspitions  to  Powfer, 
and  telling  him  to  be  dn  his  guard, 
the  latter^  who  was  a  fellow  df  the 
most  utifeeling  disposition,  traased 
the  poor  man  to  be  lied  to  the  side 
of  thd  ship)  where  he  whipped  him 
some  minutes  with  a  cal-o*nme* 
tails  with  sueh  sererity^  that  hii 
body  etreumed  with  bl4od,  and  kk 
bortes  in  some  places  wffre  visible 
,  After  this  severe  chaslkemeilt  fev 
no  real  offenee  Powir  took,  a  eut* 
lass  from  the  handa  of  ode  of  the 
sailors ;  bat)  not  thinking  it  sliarf 
enough  to  answer  h\n  hotrid  pur- 
pose) he  directed  that  Another 
should  be  brought  him)  with  which 
he  cut  the  poor  negrO  in  sbv^ral 
places*  Not  contented  with  exer*. 
cising  this  unprovoked  aeverity)  .he 
directed    Fitzgerald    to    cut    him 


again, 


and  the   barbarous  villain 


cren  exceeded  his  cobfimission.  An« 
other  of  the  sailors,  named  Potts, 
likewise  out  him  in  two  or  three 
phices;  aad  at  length  FittgeraM 
completed  the  murder  by  oattiug 
off  his  head,  and  throwing  that^ 


*  This  trade,  of  ail  otlicrs^  is  the  roost  obnoxious  to  the  feeliDgs  of  huinanitjr,  tlie  most 
contrary  to  the  doctrines  of  Chrisiiauity ;  aud  it  Is  astonishing  that  any  man  can  call 
hiinscU  a  Cliristian,  yet  professedly  barter  away  the  livci  and  Irbcrtie*  of  his  feflow- 
x;teator«s  I 
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with  Ihe  bod  J,  ioto  Ike  se^ ;  though 
he  had  no  order  from  Power  for 
carrying  the  affair  to  soch  exiremitjr. 

The  horrid  murder  being  thus 
committed,  thej  contipued  their 
▼ojage  for  the  West  Indies,  where 
they  ofiered  the  negro  slaves  to 
sale;  but,  a  suspicion  arising  of 
some  illicit  practices,  they  thought 
it  prudent  to  depart ;  and,  steering 
their  course  for  North  Ameriea, 
thej  came  to  imchor  in  the  har. 
bour  of  New  York,  where  most  of 
them  thought  it  prudent  to  con- 
auit  their  safety  In  flight ;  but  the 
surgeon  of  the  ship  (who  had*  been 
obliged  to  dissemble  his  inclinations, 
to  sate  his  life)  gave  informati<)o 
against  the  murderers,  some  of 
whom  were  taken  into  custody. 

Fitzgerald  had  made  his  escape; 
but  Power,  and-  a  seaman  named 
Tomlin,  were  sent  to  England, 
where  they  were  brought  to  trial ; 
when  the  latter  was  acquitted  from 
a  variety  of  circumstances  that  arose 
'•in  exculpation  of  his  crime ;  but 
Power,  i>eing  convicted  on  the 
fullest  evidence,  was  sentenced  to 
death  for  the  murder  of  the  negro.} 

After  conviction  his  behaviour 
was  such  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  so  hardened  a  wretch, 
-(-one  who  seemed  to  defy  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  to  be  a  wilful,  a 
deliberate,  murderer. 

This  malefactor  was  h&nged  at 
Execirtion  Dock  on  the  10th  of 
March,  1768. 


After  the  various  and  repealed 
remarks  we  have  made  on  ike 
crimes  of  murder  and  piracy,  oo-^ 
thing  remains  to  be  said  on  tlw 
present  occasion  but  to  repro. 
bate  in  the  severest  manner  (be 
practice  of  engaging  In  the  slave. 
trade.  If  a  man  possessed  those 
generous  feelings  by  which  our  na- 
ture is  said  to  be  distinguished,  be 
could  not  be  induced  to  engage  in 
this  infernal  traffic ;  or^  if  he  did 
engage  in  it,,  it  b  impossible  but 
that  his  feelings  must  be  called 
forth,  and  he  would  see  diat  his 
life  was  little  less  than  continned 
murder* 

We  are  convinced  that  it  usaj 
be>  because  it  has  been,  ai^ned, 
that  the  petty  princes  of  Africa 
make  a  practice  of  selling  as  slaves 
such  of  their  coilntrymen  as  they 
have  obtained  possession  of  by 
right  of  conquest:  but  diall  tiib 
be  an  argument  of  any  weight  in 
a  humane,  in  a  Christian  breast? 
Forbid  it  honour  1  forbid  it  that 
g^ulne  philanthropy  which  claims 
&e  first  possession  of  our  hearts, 
and  gives  us  a  distinction  from  the 
beasts  that  perish ! 

It  is  not  reasonable  to  snppcse 
that  God  has  made  any  distioctioQ 
between  his  creatures:  whj  then 
should  that  distinction  be  made  by 
man-~vain,  presumptuous,  man? — 
too  fond  of  arrogating  to  himself 
something  more  than  the  attribute 
of  the  Deity ! 


SARAH  METYARD  AND  SARAH  MORGAN  METTARD, 

XJLECUTKD  FOU  TUE  MUBDBRS  OF  PARISH  APFREMTICBS. 


A  SI  HOLE  year  had  not  elapsed 
since  the  public  example  made  of 
Eiistabeth  Brownrigg,  and  to  which 
the  public  indignation  was  yet 
alive,  when  these  two,  if  possible, 
mo^e  cruel  women,  were  torturing 
their  apprentices  to  death. 

Sarah  was  a  milliner,  and    (he 


daughter  her  assistant,  in  Sruton 
Street,  Hanover  Square,  London. 

In  the  year  1758  the  mother  had- 
&fe  apprentice  girls  bound  to  her 
from  different  parish  workhouses, 
among  whom  were  Anne  Naylor 
and  her  sister. 

A.nne  Naylor,  being  of  a  sickly 
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constitution,  was  not  able  to  do  so 
much  work  as  the  other  appren- 
ttoet  about  the  same  age ;  and  there- 
fore she  became  the  more  imme- 
diate object  of  the  fury  of  the  bar. 
barous  women,  whose  repeated  acts 
of  cruelty  at  length  occasioned  the 
•nhappy  girl  to  abscond.  Being 
brought  back,  she  was  confined  in 
an  upper  apartment,  and  allowed 
each  day  no  other  sustenance  than 
m  small  piece  of  bread  and  a  little 
water. 

Seizing  an  opportunity  of  escap- 
ing  from  hc»  confinement,  she  got 
iiiiperceifed  into  the  street,  and 
ran  to  a  milk^^rrier,  whom  she 
begged  to  protect  her,  saying,  if 
the  returned,  she  must  certainly 
perish,  through  the  want  of  food, 
and  serere  treatment  she  daily  re- 
ceifed.  Being  soon  missed,  she 
was  followed  by  the  younger  Met- 
yard,  who,  seizing  her  by  the  neck, 
forced  her  into  the  house,  and 
threw  her  upon  the  bed  in  the  room 
where  she  had  been  confined ;  and 
ahe  was  then  seized  by  the  old 
woman,  who  held  her  down  while 
the  daughter  beat  her  with  the 
handle  of  a  broom  in  a  most  cruel 
manner.  They  afterwards  put  her 
into  a  back  room  ou  the  second 
story,  tying  a  cord  round  her  waist, 
nnd  her  hands  behind  her,  and  fast, 
ening  her  to  the  door  in  siich  a  man- 
ner that  it  was  impossible  for  her 
either  to  sit  or  lay  down.  She  was 
eompelled  to  remain  in  this  situation 
for  three  successire  days ;  but  they 
permitted  her  to  go  to  bed  at  the 
nraal  hours  at  night.  Ilaring  re- 
ceived  no  kind  of  nutriment  for 
three  dajrs  and  two  nights,  her 
strength  was  so  exhausted,  that, 
being  unable  to  walk  up  stairs,  she 
crept  to  the  garret,  where  she  lay, 
on  her  hands  and  feeU 

While  she  remained  tied  up  on 
the  second  floor  the  other  appren- 
tioes  were  otifittd  to  work  in  an 


adjoining  apartment,  that  they 
might  1^  deterred  from  disobedi- 
encefby  being  witnesses  to  the  un- 
happy girl's  sufferings;  but  they 
were  enjoined,  on  the  penalty  of 
being  subjected  to  equal  sererity, 
against  affording  her  any  kind  of 
relief. 

On  the  fourth  day  she  faltered 
in  speech,  and  presently  afterwards 
expired.  Thci  other  girls,  seeing 
the  whole  weight  of  her  body  sup- 
ported by  the  strings  which  con- 
fined her  to  the  door,  were  greatly 
alarmed,  and  called  out,  ^Miss 
Sally  1  Miss  Sally  1  Nanny  does  not 
more.*  The  daughter  now  came 
up  stairs,  saying,  ^  If  she  does  not 
more,  I  will  make  her  more  ;*  and 
then  beat  the  deceased  on  the  head 
with  the  heel  of  a  shoe. 

Perceiring  no  signs  of  life,  she 
called  to  her  mother,  who' came  up 
stairs,  and,  having  ordered  the 
strings  that  confin^  the  deceased 
to  be  cot,  laid  the  body  acrosi  her 
lap,  and  directed  one  of  the  appren. 
tices  where  to  find  a  bottle  with 
some  hartshorn  drops. 

When  the  child  had  brought  the 
drops,  she  and  the  other  girls  were 
ordered  to  go  down  stairs  ;  and  the' 
mother  and  daughter,  being  con- 
vinced that  the  object  of  their  bar. 
barity  was  dead,  conveyed  the  body 
into  the  garret.  They  related  to 
the  other  apprentices  that  Nanny 
had  been  in  a  fit,  but  was  perfectly 
recovered,  adding,  that  she  waa^ 
locked  into  the  garret  lest  she 
should  again  run  away;  and,  in  or- 
der to  give  an  air  of  plausibility  to 
their  tale,  at  noon  the  daughter 
carried  a  plate  of  m«vt  up  stairs, 
saying  it  was  for  Nanny's  dinner.' 

They  locked  the  body  of  the  de. 
ceased  in  a  box  on  the  fourth  day 
after  the  murder;  and,  having 
left  the  garret  door  open,  an4  the 
street  door  on  the  jar,  one  of  the 
apprentices  was  told  to  call  Nanny 
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down  to  dinner,  tnd  to  tdl  her 
tbat,  if  sbe  would  promMeto  behave 
well  in  futurfi,  she  would  be^no 
longer  qonfined.  Upon  the  return 
of  the  child  she  said  Nanpy  was 
not  above  stairs ;  and,  aftqr  a  great 
parade  in  searching  every  part  of 
the  house,  they  reflected  upon  her 
^s  bein^  qf  an  untractahio  disposi- 
tion,  and  pretended  that  she  had 
ran  away. 

The  sister  pf  thq  deceased,  who 
was  apprenticed  to  the  samp  inhu- 
man mistress,  mentioned  to  a  lodger 
in  the  house  tl^t  she  was  persuade4 
her  sister  was  dead ;  Qbserving  that 
it  was  not  probable  she  had  gone 
away,  since  h^r  shoes,  shift,  and 
other  barts  of  her  apparel,  f  till  re- 
ipaincd  in  the  garre^. 

The  suspicions  of  this  girl  com. 
»ng  U>  the  knowledge  pf  the  inhu- 
man wretches,  they,  with  a  view  pf 
preventing  4  discovery,  cruelly 
murdered  her,  ^nd  secreted  the 
body. 

The  body  of  Anne  remained  iu 
the  box  two  months,  during  which 
time  the  garret  door  was  k«pt 
Ipoked,  lest  the  offensive  tmcll  , 
should  lead  to  a  discovery.  The 
stench  becaoie  so  powerfqi  that 
they  judged  it  prudent  tp  remove 
the  i«Qiaii|8  of  the  unhappy  Tictim 
of  th^ir  barbarity  i  and?  therefore, 
in  thD  «fening  Qf  the  ^i$th  pf  De. 
c«m(}er,  they  cnt  the  body  jn 
pl^cps,  and  tied  the  h^  and  trunk 
nil  in  one  cloth^  and  the  limbs  in 
uiQther,  excepting  one  hand,  a 
finger  belonging  to  which  had  been 
iMnputat^  before  di^ath,  iMid  thajt 
H^j  resolved  to  burn. 

When  the  apprpntices  were  gpne 
to  b^  the  old  woinan  pnt  the 
hfind  into  tl|e  fire,  saying  ^  The  fire 
tflls  no  talest'  She  intended  en- 
tirejy  to  consume  the  remains  of 
the  unfortunate  girl  l)y  fire ;  b^it, 
feafing  the  smell  would  give  rise  to 
suspicion,  changed  tb»t  design,  and 


taking  the  bundlea  to  the  gully- 
hole  in  Chick  Lane,  endeavored  to 
thrpw  the  parts  of  the  mangled 
corpse  over  the  wall  into  the  com- 
mon sewer ;  but,  being  unible  to 
effect  that,  she  left  them  among 
the  mud  and  water  that  was  col- 
lected bqfpre  the  grate  of  tl^Q 
sewer. 

Somp  pieces  of  the  hody  being 
discovered  about  twelve  o^cIock  by 
the  w^tehmati,  he  mentioned  the 
circumstance  to  the  constable  of 
the  night.  The  constable  applied 
to  one  of  the  ov<^sders  of  the  pa.* 
rish,  by  whose  direction  the  parts 
of  thp  body  vere  collected,  and 
tfiken  to  the  watc||.House.  '  On  the 
following  day  the  matter  was  com- 
muoicated  to  Mr.  Umfrpville,  the 
coroner,*  who  examined  the  pieces 
fonnd  by  the  watchman ;  but,  snp- 
pesiog  them  to  be  parts  of  a  corpse 
taken  from  a  churchyard  for  the 
n^e  of  some  surgeon,  he  deelined 
summoning  a  jury. 

Four  years  elapsed  before  the 
discovery  of  these  horrid  murders, 
which  at  length  happened  In  the 
following  manpef ;— Gpntinqal  dis- 
agreements prevailed  betwe^  the 
mother  and  danghter;  and,  ttiovgh 
the  latter  was  now  arrived  a|  the 
age  of  maturity,  she  was  often  be«it» 
and  otherwise  treated  with  aeven 
rity.  Thus  provoked,  fthe  some- 
times threatened  to  destroy  hfurself, 
and  at  others  ta  give  infomiation 
against  her  mother  as  a  murderer. 

About  two  years  after  the  mivr- 
ders  agentlemap  of  the  name  of 
Rooker  took  lodgings  in  the  htnise 
of  Mptyard,  where  he  lived  tbont 
three  months,  dnrosg  whidi  time 
he  had  frequent  ppportnnitM*  <^ 
observing  the  ae^erily  with  which 
the  girl  was  treated. 

He  hired  a  house  in  Hill  Street, 
and,  influenced  by- compassion  for 
her  spfierings,  and  desirous  of  pd^* 
lieving  her  from  the  tyranny  of  her 
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9Qtbor,  he  iavited  the  «(rl  to  lift 
IQ  bis  ffunily  in  the  capacity  of  a 
SfrvMt;  widch  offer  she  cheepfully 
embraced,  though  hqr  mother  had 
wmiy  limes  violently  opposed  her 
deaire  of  going  to  service. 

The  girl  had  no  sooner  removed 
ta  Mr«  Hooker's  heiuQ  than  the 
oM  woman  became  perfectly  out* 
fH^eous;  and  it  was  almost  her 
conaUot  daily  practice  to  create 
distnrbances  in  Mr.  Rooker*s 
nelghboarhoedyby  venting  the  most 
hittigr  execrations  against  the  girl, 
%od  branding  her  with  the  most 
opprobrious  epithets. 

Mr.  Rooker  removed  to  Ealing, 
to  resideon  a  little  estate  bequeathed 
him  by  a  relation ;  and,  having  by 
this  time  seduced  the  girl,  she  ao- 
compa'hied  him,  and  lived  with  him 
professedly  in  the  character  of  bis 
mbtress. 

The  old  woman's  visits  were  not 
less,  frequent  at  Ealing  than  they 
had  been  at  Mr.  RookerU  house  in 
Londooj  nor  was  her  behaviour 
less  outrageous.  At  length  Mr. 
Ropker  permitted  her  to  be  ad. 
mitted  into  the  house,  imagining 
tbat  snch  indulgence  would  induce 
her  to  preserve  a  decency  of  beha. 
▼four;  but  he  was  disappointed, 
#off  she  still  continued  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  his  family. 

On  the  0th  of  June,  17e^,  she 
beat  her  daughter  in  a  terrible 
BHtnner;  and  during  the  conten- 
tion many  expressions  were  uttered 
by  both  parties  that  gate  great  un- 
easiness to  Mr.  Rooker.  The  mo- 
ther  called  Mr.  Rooker  <  the  old 
perfumed  tea  dog;'  and  the  girl 
retorted  by  saying,  <  Remember, 
mother,  you  are  the  perfumer ;  you 
are  the  Chick  Lane  ghost,'  ailnd* 
ing  to  the  body  of  Anne  Naylor 
having  been  kept  in  the  box  till  it 
became  intolerably  offensive,  arid 
then  thrown  among  the  mud  and 
water  in  Chick  Lane. 


The  mother  havlag  retired,  Ms. 
Rooker  urged  the  girl  iQ  explain 
what  was  meant  to  be  insinuated 
by  the  indirect  accus^ions  intro- 
duced by  both  parties  in  the  onur^ 
of  the  dispute;  aied,  bursting  into 
tears,  she  confessed  the  partieuUns 
of  the  murders,  begging  tha^  a  se- 
cret so  materially  affecting  her 
mother  might  never  be  diTulged. 

Mr.  Rooker  imsgini^d  that  tho 
daughter  could  not  be  rendered 
amenable  to  the  law,  as  the  per- 
formed  her  share  in  tlie  m^irders  by 
the  direction  of  her  moither ;  but 
we  pretend  not  to  say  that  he 
would  have  suppressed  the  disco- 
very, had  he  supposed  that  making 
the  horrid  transaction  public  would 
have  endangered  the  girl's  life.  Mr. 
Rookor  wrote  concerning  the  af- 
fair to  the  overseers  of  Tottenham 
parish,  whence  the  girls  were  put 
out  apprentice ;  in  consequence  of 
whicbthe  elder  Motyard  was  taken 
into  cnstpdy^ 

On  the  da^  of  theeanmfaiatlon 
Mr.  Rooker,  the  younger  Melw 
rard,  and  two  children,  apprentieea 
in  the  hopse  when  the  murders 
were  eou\mitted,  attended  at  Sir 
John  Fieldlag's  house  in  Bow 
Street.  The  evidence  against  ^t 
prisoner  left  no  donbt  of  her  gnitt^ 
and  she  was  eommitt^  to  New 
Prison,  Clerkenwdl,  forre-exami^ 
nation ;  and  the  girls  were  put  Mn- 
der  the  protection  of  the  oveneers 
of  St.  George's,  Henover  Square. 

Upon  the  prisoner  being  exa- 
mined a  second  time  she  was  re» 
manded  for  trial ;  and,  some  cir- 
cumstances having  arisen  to  erimi^ 
nate  the  daughter,  she  was  ordered 
to  stand  at  the  bar ;  and,  the  evi- 
dence against  her  l>eing  reoapitu* 
lated  on  oath,  she  was  committed 
to  the  Gate  House* 

On  the  trials  of  these  offenders, 
which  came  on  at  the  ensuing  Old 
Bailey  Sessions,  they  |iitlerly  f«* 
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criminated  each  othefr,  and  t^fr 
mutual  accusations  serred  to  con. 
firm  the  evidence  of  their  'guilt 
The  jounger  Metyard  pleaded 
pregnancy;  on  which  a  jury  of 
matrons  was  summoned,  who  pro« 
donnced  that  she  was  not  with 
child ;  after  which  they  were  both 
aiBtiteiHsed  to  be  executed  on  the 
Ibirowing  Monday,  and  then  to  be 
conreyed  to  Surgeons'  Hall  for 
dissection. 

The  mother  being  in  a  fit  when 
•he  was  put  into  the  cart,  she  lay  at 
faer  length  till  she  came  to  the  place 
of  execution,  when  she  was  rabed 
up,  and  means  were  used  for  her 
recovery,  but  without  effect,  so 
that  she  departed  this  life  in  a  state 
of  insensibility.    From  the  time  of 


leaving  Newgatie  to  the  moment  of 
her  death  the  daughter  wept  incesl 
sanUy.  It  is  true  she  joined  the 
Ordinary  in  prayer;  but  such  was 
the  distracted  state  of  her  mind, 
that  there  is  but  too  much  reason 
to  fear  that  she  died  without  that 
sincere  repentance  which  alone  can 
avert  the  terrible  decree  denoanced 
agidnst  those  who  impiously  arro* 
gate  to  themselves  the  power  of 
the  Almighty,  and  imbrue  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  innocence. 
They  were  executed  at  Tybnm 
July  the  10th,  17<$8.  After  hang. 
ing  the  usual  time  the  bodies  were 
conveyed  in  a  hearse  to  Surgeons* 
Hall,  where  they  were  exposed  to 
the  curiosity  of  the  publici  and 
then  dissected. 


JOHN  M*CLOUD, 

EXECUTED  FOB  TUE  MUttDER  OP  MR.  STODDARD. 


Though  the  crime  for  which  this 
nnfortunafo  youth  justly  suffered 
was  of  the  deepest  dye,  yet  his  exe- 
ciitlon  exdted  much  commisera. 
tion. 

'  He  was  not  twenty  years  of  age 
when  he  met  his  untimely  and  igno* 
minious  death,  and  was  apprentice 
to  a  glazier ;  but  he  gave  way  to 
that  fatal  ha^it  to  all  apprentices  of 
attending  public  houses  when  his 
master's  business  was  done  for  the 
day;  whenevil  example  soon  caused 
him  to  throw  off  almost  all  restraint, 
and  he  was  frequently  seen  intoxi- 
cated when  he  should  have  been  at 
work. 

This  kind  of  life,  every  one 
knows,  is  supported  at  no  little 
cost;  and  the  lost  youth  is  soon 
dfiven  to  some  dishonest  practice, 
in  order,  for  a  short  time,  to  keep 
vp  the  enticing,  but  fatal,  career  he 
has  begun. 

Their  first  plunder  is  too  often 
upon  their  masters,  because  it  .is 
done  with  less  danger,  and  fre- 
quently without  mistrust. 


M'Cloud  chose  the  highway  for 
this  purpose ;  and,  accompanied  by 
another  stripling,  who  escaped  jus- 
tice, on  the  15th  of  October,  1758, 
sallied  out,  armed  with  knives  and 
bludgeons,  on  the  rosMl  leading  to 
Islington. 

The  first  unhappy  passenger 
whom  they  met  was  Mr.  Stodda^, 
keeper  of  Clerkenwell  Bridewdl, 
returning  to  the  prison  from  Isling- 
ton—«  man  of  resolution,  and  the 
keeper  of  robbers. 

He  resisted  their  attack,  and 
would  have  secured  them  both,  had 
they  not  drawn  their  knires,  and 
stabbed  him  many  limes,  when  he 
fell,  and  the  villains  ran  off,  after 
rifling  his  pockets^ 

The  unfortunate  man  died  of  his 
wounds  on  the  18th. 

M^Cloud  alone  was  apprehended, 
and,  untaught  in  villainy,  confessed 
his  crime ;  that  it  wu  his  first  at. 
tempt  to  do  a  dishonest  act ;  and 
that  the  murder  was  involuntary, 
for  that  neither  his  companion  nor 
himself  had  any  such  intent.     He 
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fiyrtlier  said,  that  he  coald  not  taj 
which  of  them  gave  the  death- 
wound;  but  that,  finding  himself 
pressed,  he  drew  his  knife  in  his 
own  defence. 

When  broaght  to  the  bar  of  the 
Old  Bailey,  it  was  remarked  that 
so  open  and  honest  a  coantenanpe 
had  not  often  been  arraigned  there ; 
and  his  behaTiour  coincided  with 
his  appearance;  but  what  can  all 
this  af  ail  in  purging  so  foul  a  deed  ? 


He  wai  condemned  to  be  hanged, 
and  his  bbdy  to  be  delivered  to  the 
surgeons  for  dissection. 

At  the  fatal  tree  he  bitterly  la. 
mented  his  folly,  and  earnestly  ex- 
horted all  his  fellow-apprentices 
against  neglecting  their  master's 
employ,  which  he  said  would, 
aooner  or  later,  bring  them  to  an 
untimely  end.  , 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn  Oc- 
tober  the  94th,  1768. 


Sarah  Woodcock  forcibly  introdnced  to  Lord  BaUimore, 


FREDERIC  LORD  BALTIMORE,  ELIZABETH  GRIF. 
FENBURG,  AND  ANNE  HARVEY, 

^QB  fOEMBR  TllIED  FOR  COM MITITING  .A  RAPE  ON  SARAH  WOODCOCK,  ANA 
THE  TWO  LATTER  AS  ACCESSORIES  BEFORE  THE  FACT. 


Though  conviction  did  not  foU 
low  the  trials  of  these  presamed 
offenders,  it  is  our  duty  to  state 
the  affair  as  it  was  transmitted  to 
the  public  at  the  time. 
.  Frederic  Lord  Baltimore  was 
the  Ijuieal  descendant  of  Mr.  Cal« 

veL.  II. 


Tert,  who  was  promoted  to  the  de- 
gree of  a  peer  of  Ireland  by  King 
James  L  from  whom  he  received 
the  grant  of  an  immense  tract  of 
land  in  America,  which  has  since 
borne  the  name  of  Maryland. 
Lord  Ballinorc's  Tatlicr  had  a 
58 
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^wB^rf  mHI  it  fipMMD^  whore  ttw 
object  of  our  present. notice  was 
born,  and  sent  for  education  to 
Eton  Scboolv  where  he  became  a 
great  profident  In  daasical  kifow. 
ledge,  and  was  silid  to  hmfem,  im* 
gular  taste  and  capadty  « for  *  the 
leamiBg  hnd  manners  of  the  an- 
eientt;  akid  his  father  dying  be. 
fore  he  was  of  age,  left  him  in  pos* 
session  of  a  most  ample  fortune*  • 

His  lordship  married  the  daoglw 
ter  of  the  Duke  of  Bridgewater, 
but  was  exceedingly  unhappy  in 
the  nuptial  connexion,  owing  to 
his  unbounded  attachment  to  wo- 
men* In  fact,'  his  passion  for  the 
sex  was  so  illiberal  and  so  gross, 
that  i»is  house  had  the  appearance 
of  a  Turkish  seraglio  ratjier  than 
that  of  an  Englishman  of  fortune ; 
Oor  was  it  reputable  for  any  woman 
of  character  to  hare  entered  within 
bis  walls. 

■  Lord  Baltimore,  during  his  rest, 
denoe  abroad,  sailed  from  Naples 
to  Constantinople,  where  he  saw 
and  admired  the  customs  of  the 
Turks ;  and  on  hi^  return  to  £ng» 
land,  in  1766,  he  caused  a  part  of 
his  house  to  be  taken  down,  and 
rebuilt  in  the  fprm  of  a  Turkish 
harem;  He  kept  a  number  of  wo. 
men,  who  had  rules  giTen  them  by 
which  to  regulate  their  conduct; 
and  he  had  agents,  to  procure  him 
fresh  faces,  in  different  parts  of 
the  town. 

Elizabeth  Crriffenburg,  wife  of 
Dr.  Griffenburg,  a  natife  of  Ger. 
many^  and  Anne  Haryey,  a  woman 
of  low  education,  were  two  of  the 
parties  employed  by  Lord  Baltic 
more  in  his  irregqiar  designs  on  the 

Id  NoTomber,  1707,  Mrs.  Ear- 
Tey  told  his  lordship  that  a  young 
lady  named  Woodcock,  who  was 
Tery  handsome,  kept  a  milliner's 
shop  on  Tower  Hill.  Prompted 
by  curiosity;  and  a  still  more  ig< 


npkl*  motf f 0^  Lord  Baltlniore  went^ 
once  or  twice  to  the  shop,  and  par. 
chased  some  tHiia^  article!,  by  way 
of  making  an  acc|naiiitance.  He 
then  asked  her  if  she  Would  attend 
htni  to  the  pky ;  but  this  she  de- 
<^Ded|  haring  ne?er  been  at  a  plaj 
in  her  life;  and,  as  she  had  been 
bred  up  aoiong  that  rigid  sett  of 
dissenters  called  Independents,  she 
had  been  taught  td  consider  thea- 
trical diTcrsions  as  incompatible 
with  the  duties  of  Christianity. 

Sosd  time-aftiefWiHti  Lonl  Baf. 
timore  went  hastiljf^  into  Mnp 
Woodcoc|L^SJ»hop,  Siting  that  Ire 
had  beeq  splashed  by  mud  from 
a  faackoey-coach*  This  was  no- 
'  ticed  by  the  young  lady,  who  ex. 
pressed  her  surprise  that  he  could 
be^o  near  the  coach  as  to  see,  but 
not  ayoid  it.  He  answered,  ^  I 
was  thinking  of  you.  Miss;'  but 
she  paid  ao  regard  to  this  com^ 
pliroent,  as  she  considered  him  as 
a  neighbour*  and  a  married  man. 


she  was  not  disappointed,  as  she 
was  fond  of  encouraging  persona 
who  were  young  in  trade. 

On  the  following  day  Mrs.  Bar- 
Tcy  called  and  paid  for  the  raffles^ 
and,  haying  given  orders  for  soiM 
other  articles,  desired  that  they 
might  be  brought  to  her  bouse  in 
the  Curtain  Road,  near  Holywell 
Mount,  Shoredltcb,  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day. 

At  the  time  appointed  Mise 
Woodcock  went  to  the  house, 
where  Mrs.  Harrey  receired  her 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


ICN APP  &  BALDWIITs  NBW6ATB  CALENDAR.       SSf 


poYiUHy^  and  Attired  heriadtiftt 
tea ;  hat  as  flie  days  were  thdrt. 
and  ai  she  hi^  no  friend  to  atteofd 
her  J  she  expressed  ber  wish  .to  de* 
dine  Hie  lOTitatiofl.  Daring  their 
ODflTersatlon  one  Itaad  Iftaacs,  a 
Jew,  came  into  the  hoase,  and) 
hating  paid  his  veipects  to  Mrs. 
Harvey,  ^aid  he  was  going  to  the 
play.  Hereupon  Mrs.  Harrey 
said  <  I  was  going  to  attend  a  Ituly 
with  some  millinery  goods;'  and 
then  to  Isaacs,  « This  b  the  lady  I 
was  speaking  to  yon  of;'  then 
again  to  Miss  WoodUek,  ^  I  Would 
be  ghul  you  would  go  with  me;-' 
ilie  ladywiints  a  great  many  things, 
and  will  be  a  Tery  good  customer  to 
you.' 

Isaacs  now  obserted,  that,  as  it 
was  necessary  for.hira  to  hare  a 
coach,  he  could  set  them  both  down 
at  the  lady's  house.  This  was  db« 
jected  to  by  Miss  Woodcock,  on* 
account  of  her  dress ;  but  this  pb^> 
jection  was  oyermlcd  by  Mrs.  Har-, 
Tcy,  who  said  that  circumstatice' 
could  not  hare  any  weight  with  the 
lady  they  were  about  to  attend.  • 

At  this  time  Lord  Baltimore's 
coach  was  waiting  in  theneighbout- 
hood ;  and  Isaacs,  going  out  under 
the  pretence  of  calling  a  coach,' 
gafe  directions  for  drawing'  it  io 
the  door.  This  being  done,  the 
parties  got  into  it ;  but  Miss  Wood- 
cock  did  not  obserTe  whether'  it 
was  a  hackney-coach  or  not.  * 

The.  coachman  drore  at  a  great' 
rate ;  the  glasses  were  drawn  up, 
and  at  length  they  arrired  in  the 
court-yard  of  a  house,  apparently 
that  of  a  person  of  fashion.  Mrs. 
Harrey  took  Mtss  Woodcock  up 
stairs  through  a  suite  of  rooms  eTe^' 
gantly  furnished,  in  one  of  which 
she  saw  an  elderly  man  sitting, 
whom  she  afterwards  knew  to  be 
Df*.  Griffeoburg,  who  politely  de. 
dred  her  to  repose  herself,  while 


he  btfermed  tie  lady  of  the  heme 
of  her  arriral. 

Dr.  Griflfonburg  had  not  been 
long  absent  when  Lord  Baltiuore 
entered ;  and  Mist  Woodcock  was 
much  alarmed  when  she  dbcoreiiact 
that  he  was  the  rery  perton  who 
had  repeatedly  been  at  hot  shop ; 
but  he  desired  her  to  be  appeased, 
saying  that  he  wat  steward  to  the 
lady  on  whom  she  was  eome  to  at* 
tend.  Miss  Woodcock  desired  that 
she  might  immediately  see  the  lady  ^ 
On  which  Lord  Balthnoresaid  he 
would  fetch  her ;  and,  soon  afler- 
wards  bHnging  in  Mrs.  Griflbo. 
burg,  isaid  that  she  was  the  lady  who 
had  ordered  the  millinery  goods. 

Orders  were  now  gireh  for  tea ; 
and,  when  the  equipage  was  taken 
IW>m  the  table,  l^rd  Baltimore 
brought  from  another  room  some 
purses,  a  ring,  some  smeUing-bot* 
ties,  and  ^her  articles,  which  he 
ssAd  be  had  purchased  for  Miss 
Woodcock.  She  seemed  to  despise 
the  trifles,  whi(;h  she  intimated 
might  hare  pleased  her  Well  enougli' 
wbeA  a  child. 

As  the  etening  advanced,  she 
seemed  importunate  to  depart,'  say* 
ing  that  her  friends  would  become 
uneasy  at  her  long  absence ;  bat  at 
thi#  time  she  had  no  idea  of  being 
forcibly  detained. 

To  direr t  her  from  the  thought 
of  departn^^  Lord  Baltimore  took 
her  to  riew  ser era!  apartments  in^ 
thedouse.  On  their  coming  in  to  one 
of  which,  where  there  was  a  harpsi- 
chord, he  proposed  to  play  a  trnief 
on  that  instrument  to  the  young 
lady ;  and,  wJIen  he  had  so  done, 
and  she  became  still  more  anxious 
to  depart,  he  insisted  that  she 
slhonXd  stay  to  supper,  and  ga? e  a 
prirate  intimation  to  Mrs.  Q-riffen 
burg  to  make  the  neceskary  pre- 
parations. 

Mrs.^Griffenbttrg  lieing  r«tired( 
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Lord  Baltfmore  took  Miss  Wood* 
cock  behind  the  window-cnrtain, 
and  behafcd  to  her  in  a  manner 
Tery  inconsistent  with  the  rules  of 
decency.  On  her  making  fiolent 
opposition  to  this  insult,  Dr.  Grif. 
fenburg  and  Mrs.  Harf  ey  adTanced> 
as'  if  to  assist  his  lordship ;  but  she 
contested  the  matter  with  them  all, 
and,  forcing  her  way  towards  the 
door,  declared  that  she  would  go 
home  immediately :  yet  still  it  does 
iiot  appear  that  she  had  any  sus- 
picion of  sustaining  the  violence 
that  was  afterwards  offered  her. 
.  After  this,  Lord  Baltimore  in- 
sisted on  her  silting  with  him  at 
supper;  but  her  mind  was  too 
much  discomposed  to  admit  of  her 
thinking  of  taking  any  refresh, 
ment*  lie  offered  her  a  glass  of 
syllabub;  but  she  beat  it  out  of 
bis  hand,  t«nd  ran  towards  the  door, 
with  an  intention  to  hare  departed : 
but  be  told  her  it  was  late;  that 
BO  coach  was  then  to  be  procured ; 
and  at  length  said  positively  that 
she  should  not  go  home. 

Dr.  Griffenburg,  with  his  wife, 
and  Mrs.  Harrey,  now  endeavored 
to  prevail  on  the  young  lady  to  go 
to  bed ;  but  she  declared  that  she 
would  never  sleep  in^  that  house. 
On  this  they  conducted  her  to  a 
room,  in  which  they  went  to  bed  : 
but  she  continued  walking  about 
till^the  morning,  and  lamenting  her 
unhappy  situation. 

Looking  out  of  the  window 
about  eight  o'clock,  she  observed  a 
young  woman  passing,  to  whom 
she  threw  out  her  handkerchief, 
which  was  then  heavy  with  tears. 
As  the  party  did  not  see  her,  she 
oalied  put  *  Young  woman!*  on 
which  the  other  made  a  motion  as 
if  she  would  fling  the  handkerchief ' 
within  the  rails. 

As  Miss  Woodcock  called  to  the 
Wonao,  with  an  intention  of  send* 


Ing  her  to  her  father,  the  two  wo^ 
men  now  jumped  out  of  bed,  and 
forced  her  from  the  window,  up* 
braiding  her  with  what  they  called 
a  rejection  of  her  good  fortune, 
and  wbhing  themselves  in  so  h^py 
a  situation. 

Her  reply  was,  that  all  the  for- 
tune the  man  possessed  should  not 
prevail  on  her  to  think  of  living 
with  him  on  dishonorable  terms  ; 
and  she  again  demanded  that  liberty 
to  which  she  had  so  just  a  claim. 

The  women  now  quitting  the 
room.  Lord  Baltimore  and  Dr. 
Griffenburg  came  in  soon  after- 
wards ;  when  the  former  said  that 
he  was  astonished  at  her  outrageous 
behaviour,  as  he  had  promised  that 
she  should  go  home  at  twelve 
o'clock.  She  replied  that  she  would 
go  home  directly,  as  her  sister,  and 
particularly  her  father,  would  be 
inexpressibly  anxious  on  occasion 
of  her  absence. 

Lord  Baltimore  now  conducted 
her  down  stairs,  and  ordered  break- 
fast; but  she  refused  to  eat,  and 
wept  incessantly  till  twelve  o'clock, 
when  she  once  more  demanded  her 
liberty.  His  lordship  now  said  that 
he  loved  her  to  excess;  that  he 
could  not  part  with  her ;  that  he 
did  not  intend  any  injury  to  her, 
and  that  he  would  write  to  her 
father :  and  on  this  he  wrote  a  let- 
ter, of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy ;  and  in  it  sent  a  bank-note 
of  two  hundred  pounds  :' — 

^  Your  daughter  Sally  sends  yon 
the  enclosed,  and  desires  you  will 
not  be  uneasy  on  her  account,  be- 
cause every  thing  will  turn  out  well 
with  a  little  patience  and  prudence. 
She  is  at  a  frlend'o  house  safe  and 
well,  in  all  honesty  and  honour; 
nothing  else  is  meant,  you  may  de- 
pend on  it ;  and,  sir,  as  your  pre- 
sence and  consent  are  necessary,  wa 
beg  of  you  to  come,  in  a  prirate 
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marioer,  to  Mr.  Richard  ^ith*i) 
in  Broad  Street  Buildings/ 

Lord  Baltimore  showed  this  let* 
ter  to  Miss  Woodcock ;  but  so 
greatly  was  her  mind  disturbed^ 
that  she  knew  little  of  its  contents  ; 
and  so  eiceedingly  was  she  terri- 
fied,  that  she  wrote  the  following 
words  at  the  bottom,  by  his  direc- 
tion :  ^  Dear  father,  this  is  true^ 
and  should  l>e  glad  you  would  come 

this  afternoon  : From  your  du* 

tifnl  daughter.' 

After  writing  the  aboTe  post, 
tript,  she  appears  to  ha?e  been 
eonflnced  of  the  impropriety  of  it^ 
and,  turning  to  his  lordship,  she 
said  *  Can  you  look  me  in  the  face, 
and  say  that  your  name  is  Richard 
Smith,  or  that  these  are  Broad 
Street  Buildings?'  Struck  with 
guilt,  he  acknowledged  his  name 
was  not  Richard  Smith,  but  said 
that  gentleman  liTed  within  a  few 
doors ;  and  that  the  place  was  not 
the  Broad  Street  Buildings  in  the 
city,  but  another  of  the  same  name 
at  the  west  end  of  the  town. 

She  now  wept  incessantly  at  the 
thought  of  her  unhappy  situation, 
and  repeatedly  begged  for  her  H. 
berty ;  but,  no  sooner  did  she 
presume  to  go  towards  the  win- 
dow  to  make  her  distress  CTidcnt. 
to  any  casual  passenger,  than  one 
or  other  of  the  women  forced  her 
away* 

At  length  Mrs.  Griffenborg  ga^e 
orders  that  the  window  should  be 
nailed  up;  but  JLiord  Baltimore 
came  In  at  the  juncture,  and  pre^ 
tended  to  be  fery  angry  at^thts 
proceeding,  lest  it  should  be  sus- 
pected that  murder  was  intended  to 
be  committed  In  the  house.  His 
lordship  thea  told  Miss  Woodcock 
that  If  she  presumed  to  pull  up  the 
windows,  or  make  any  disturbance, 
be  -would  throw  her  Into  the  street ; 
•  drcomstaaee  by  which  she  was 
ff«atly  terrified* 


This  happened  at  the  approach 
of  night,  and  she  continued  weep- 
ing and  lamenting  her  situation, 
and  refused  to  take  any  refresh^ 
ment  at  supper.  When  desired  to 
go  to  bed,  she  refused  to  do  so,  un* 
less  Lord  Baltimore  would  solemnly 
promise  not  to  molest  her.  On 
this  she  spent  the  night  walking 
about  the  room,  while  the  two  wo- 
men who  were  appointed  to  guard 
her  went  to  bed. 

In  the  morning  she  went  Into 
a  parlour,  where  Lord  Baltimore 
traiting  on  her,  she  endearored  to 
represent  his  ill  conduct  In  the  most 
striking  light,  and  begged  that  If  he 
had  the  tenderness  of  a  father  for  a 
child  he  would  permit  her  to  depart* 
He  said  that  she  might  write  to  her 
father,  which  she  did  ;  and,  fearful 
of  giring  offence,  said  that  she  had 
beeii  treated  ^  with  as  much  honour 
as  she  could  expect,  and  begged  her 
friends  would  come  immediately.' 
Lord  Baltimore  was  now  out  of 
the  room;  but  the  women  told 
Miss  Woodcock  that  bis  lordship 
had  sent  two  hundred  pounds  to 
her  father  on  the  preceding  day* 
She  seemed  amazed  at  this  circum- 
stance, which  appears  to  be  a  proof 
of  the  anxiety  of  her  mind  at  the 
time  the  letter  was  written* 

Soon  after  this  a  serrant  came  In 
With  a  letter  as  from  the  presumed 
Richard  Smith.  It  was  written  in 
a  language  she  did  not  understand  ; 
but  Lord  Baltimore  pretended  to 
explain  it  to  her,  saying  it  Intl. 
tsated  that  her  father  had  been  at 
Mr.  Smith's,  but  would  not  wait 
while  she  was^  sent  for. 

In  order  to  carry  on  the  Imposi- 
tion, his  lordship  sent  for  a  man 
who  personated  the  supposed  Mr. 
Smith;  but  Miss  Woodcock  was 
ioon  conrinced  that  he  had  ncTer 
seen  her  father^  from  the  unsafls* 
factory  answers  that  he  gare  to  htt 
inquiries* 
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After  tbli  Lord  Biatlaiore  irtiqred 
a  liiBei  whUe  the  pretaniM  Wt* 
Smith  and'  Mrs.  Harrey  danced  to 
the  music;  but  in  the  menn  time 
Miss  Woodcock  was  tormented  bj 
a  thonsUod  conilicling  passions. 
She  was  then  shown  some  fine 
paintings  in  the  room^  one  of 
which  l)eing  that  of  -a  ship  in  dis* 
tiess,  she  said  it  bote  a  .grotto* 
semblance  to  her  own  unhappj 
situation. 

Then  the  man  ealied  Smith  was 
desired  hj  Lord  Baltimore  to  draw 
Miss  Woodcock's  pictore;  and  he 
instantly  pulled  out  a  pencil^  and 
made  the  drawing^  while  the  young 
lady  sat  in  a  posture  of*,  extreaie 
grief  and  dejection. 

At  midnight  Mr.  Brooghton,  his 
lordship's  steward,  brought  intelli^ 
gence  that  Isaacs^  the  Jew,  hating 
offered  a  letter  to  Miss  Woodcock's 
fatheri  was  stof^ied  till  be  should 
gire  ao  account  where  the  young 
lady  was  secreted.  Lord  Baltic 
more  ,wa8,  or  affected  |o  be,  in  a 
f  iolent  passion,  and  rowed  renge- 
ance  against  the  father;  but  in  tlie 
Interim  the  Jew  entered,  and  deli- 
yered  a  letter  which  he  pretended 
la  hare  recdred  from  Miss  Wood, 
cock's  sister.  She  took  it  to  read  ^ 
but  she  had  wept  so  much  that  her 
eyes  were  sore ;  and  of  all  she 
read  she  could  recoHect  but  this 
jMssage :— ^  Only  please  to  appoint 
a  place  where  and  when  we  mi^ 
meet  with  yon>' 

The  hour  of  retirement  being 
arrifed,  M'm  Woodcock  refused 
to  go  up  stairs,  unless  she  might  be 
assured  of  pot  reeeiying  any  insult 
from  his  lordship.  She  had  not 
taken  any  sustenance  since  she  e|w 
tered  the  housot  For  this  uight 
sh^  laid  down  in  her  dothes,  on  a 
bed  in  which  Mrs.  Harrey  reposed 
berself.  She  a^ked  this  bad  iiroman 
if  she  l^ad  ^rer  fa»een  in  loye ;  and 
acknowledged  that  she  herself  was 


^iAf9md'hJ  %foiHmfMomy  who 
appeared  to  be  reiy  fond  of  her^  and 
that  they  were  to  settle  in  business 
as  sooti  aa  the  marriage  should 
^ke  place ;  wherefore  she  desired 
Mrs.  Harrey  to  show  her  the  way 
out  of  a  house  that  had  been  so 
d[>nojtDus  to  her:  but  the  answer 
of  the  latter  was,  that  though  she 
bad  Jived.in  this  house  se? eral  yeara» 
ehe  4id  not  herself  koour  the  way 
out  of  it 

On  the  following  morning^  when 
Miss  Woodcock  went  down  stairs, 
she  pleaded  earnestly  with  Lord 
Battiinore  for  her  liberty ;  on  which 
he  became  most  rioletitly  enraged, 
called  her  by  the  ? ilest  names,  and 
said  that,  if  she  spoke  to  him  on  the 
subject  any  more,  he  would  either 
throw. her  out  c^  the  wiedow,  or 
send  her  home  in  a  wheelbarrow, 
with  her  petticoats  tied  Ofer  her 
head;  and,  turning  to  Isaacs  the 
Jew,  he  said,  ^  Take  the  slut  to  a 
mean  house  like  herself;'  wMch 
greatly  terrified  her,  as  she  pre- 
sumed be  meant  a  house  of  Mi  fame. 

The  sufferings  she  had  undeifone 
hariog  by  tbb  time  made  her  ex» 
tremdy  ill,  Lord  Baltimore  miied 
a  physical  draught  for  her,,  which 
he  insisted  on  her  drinking^ 

On  the  Sunday  afternoon  he 
begged  her  to  sit  and  hear  him  talk. 
His  discourse  consbted  of  a  ridicule 
on  religion,  and  eyery  thing  that 
was  sa«red,  eyeatothe  denying  the 
enistenceof  aaeiii. 
.  .After  supper  he  made  six  set eial 
Mtenipts  to  rarisli  her  within  two 
hours;  but  she  repidsed  him  isi 
juch  a  determined  manner,  that^ 
twas  impossible  fOr  him  to  accuM 
plish  his  .dishonorable  -pttrpoea. 
On  that  night,  she  lay  with  Mra. 
Haryey ;  but  could  get  no  rest,  as 
she  was  In  perpetual  fear  oC  re- 
newed insults  from  his  loftbhip. 
.  On  the  Monday  morning  she  was 
told  that  she  should  see  herlhther) 
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if  die  wmM  4ty  htT  BjfiB^  w%$h' 
henelff  and  t>ut  #d  cbiaii  lifi6i>M 
Mrs,  GriffenbiiFg  Adw  ^upplttd  bef' 
Yitha  chttnge-oi  Itteii;  and  the^. 
she  wai  harikd  iatalbcicmeh  with 
Lord  Baltimore,  Oootor  Grifibiu' 
borg,  sod  the  Iwo  women.  They 
were  cmrried  to  JLofd  ftUHmore'i 
couiitr J  seat  at  i^soiB)  nrheie  the 
experteaced  seferal  fresh  tfils  tof 
iadeceney  from  her  ignoble  torw 
mentor ;  and,  on  her  again  roiiattni^ 
him,  he  said  khe  most  sabmit  that 
Dight,  with  or  wilhoul  her  eoaseot ; 
and  in  ibiar  deehuratioii  be'iras  SAip* 
ported. bj  the  two  infaAious  wo4 
men*  ^ 

.  At  supper  the  ate  a  few,  months 
fuls;  but  declined  drinking  any 
dung)  lest  Sitbie  intoxicating  mat- 
<^shoMld  be  mtsedwUh  the^li^aor. 
I^ofd  /.Baltimore  and  his  people 
BOW  diferted  tbemselfes  with. the 
«una  of  Wndman's  bnff ;  but  Mist 
Woodcock  refused  to  take  anjr 
shave  in  their  ridiculout  foli^i 

The  two  women  now  conducted 
her  to  .the  bed-chamber,  And  began 
to  undress  her;  nfor  was  she.eapa« 
ble  of  making  much  resistance, 
being  weak,  through  want  of  fined 
and  continued  grief.  Stlil,  how« 
€? er,  she  %egged  to  be  depri?ed  of 
life,  rather  than  subaiit  to  dishin 
Dorable  treatment. 

On  the  drawing  of  the  cnrtim 
she  obscrTcd  that  ixird  Baltimore 
was  in  bed^  which  added  to  her 
former  terrors;  bat  she  was.  not 
softsred  to  remain  long  in^  doubt ; 
the  women  left  her ;  but,  alas  i^not 
to  Ji^r  repose ;  for -that  night  gate 
eiie  to  the  crinie  which  furnished 
matter  lor  theprdsecuUon  of  which 
w#  afeenow  »ecitiiig,tbo  particulars 

Twlc^  (accopding  to  JdlssiWoodH 
eock'aidepositioa)  was.thn  horrid 
purpose  effected ;  and;  ^ugli  she 
called  oat  repeatedly  for  help,  yct 
dbefoundneoe;  and  in.  the  mom* 
ing^  wkcn  ahe  went  to  :Mrs.  Uar* 


fey-s  room,  and  told  her  what  had; 
pm«d,;  tfie  |ai;tMa4?ised  her  to  be 
quiet,  for  that.sheha^rmad^  i^abMh 
enough  already^ , 

Thie  iofamou|<  Harvey  90T  Wnt^ 
ing  that  w^rseoonsequencesjawght 
slili  be  expected,  Mim  Woodcock. 
detariQhied  to  seem  eoiM^nt  with 
her  situation,  disagreeable  ns  it 
wan  in  ^e  hope  of  obtaining  the 
pcotecliion  of  bar  fiieiids^ 

In  Uiif  hope  she  frequently  yr^ 
to  the  window,  flattering  hernelf 
that  she  might  tee  spme  pario*^ 
whom  slie  knew.  With  the  aa^e 
dew  she  went  out  onoa  vith  his 
lordshq[»,  and  once  with  Mrt%  Grif.. 
fcnburg;  and,  having  accidentally 
heard  the  name  of  Lord  BaltioAOvo 
mentioned,  thepresuflsed  this  tq  bo 
ths  person  who  bad  treated  h^  so 
ill;  norhtfdsheaguasa  whoit.waa 
till  thb  period. 

On  the  afternoon  of  tiiaday  that 
Ac  made  this  discovery  they  went 
to  London,  to  the  gr^t  joy. of 
Miss  Woodcock,  who  hoped  now 
to  find  an  easier  communicaitioa  with 
her  friends.  At  ber  request  she 
was  permitted  to  sleep  alone  $  and 
the  next  day  he  Introduced  her  to 
Madam  Saunfer^  the  gotemcss  to 
hb  lordship's  natural  daughters^ 
tdling  her  that  Miss  Woodcock 
bad  been  recommended  as  a  com- 
panion to  the  young  ladies. 

On  this  day  he  gave  her  some 
moaey^  and  desired  her  tp  dispose 
of  it  as  she  thought  proper;  and^ 
when  night  advanced,  he  sent  Mrs. 
Griffenburg  to.  order  her  to  Qoma 
to  bed.  She  at,  first  refused  to 
comply,  and  at  length  yielded  only 
on  conditional  terms.  Vik^i  pass* 
ed  tbis  night  ia  too  horridifor  ro)a* 
tion...  ....... 

On  the  following  d^iyfcrf»iQrif., 
fenbnrg  told  her  that  0ho  had.  been 
preparing  another  apartampt  for 
her,  and  begged  that  she  would 
and  see  It  f  .an4  isondnotad 
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her  to  a  stone  garret,  which  was 
remarkably  ''cold  and  damp ;  and, 
being  among  the  serrants'  apart. 
mentS)  she  began  to  apprehend  that 
l^rd  Baltimorei  haring  gratified 
his  own  passion,  was  disposed  to 
transfer  her  to  his  dependents. 

Miss  Woodcock's  friends  now 
began  to  form  some  conjectures 
where  she  might  be  secreted ;  and 
Mr.  DaTis,  a  young  fellow  who 
had  paid  his  addresses  to  her,  de- 
termined to  eiert  himself  to  ascer. 
tain  the  fact. 

On  the  Sunday  he  placed  himself 
under  a  window  of  Lord  Balti- 
more's house,  and  had  not  been 
there  long  before  she  saw  him,  and 
intimated  thatrshe  did  so.  On  this 
Dafis  took  out  a  book,  motioning 
with  his  hand  for  her  to  write.  She 
then  wa?ed  her  hand  for  him  to 
approach  ;  bnt,  as  he  did  not  seem 
to  comprehend  her  meaning,  she 
ran  Into  another  room,  and  said  ^  I 
cannot  come  to  yon ;  is  my  father 
well?'  He  answered  that  all  par. 
ties  were  well,  and  asked  what 
was  become  of  Mrs.  Harr^y.  The 
young  lady  now  put  down  the 
window,  and  retired,  unable  any 
longer  to  continue  the  coofersa. 
tion. 

Mr.  I)a?is  now  went  and  in- 
formed Miss  Woodcock's  father  of 
the  discofery  he  hitd  made;  on 
which  the  old  gentleman  went  to 
Mr.  Cay,  a  baker,  in  Whitecross 
^N^t,  to  ask  his  opinion.  Mr. 
Gfty  went  with  him  to  Mr.  Watts, 
An  attorney,  who  adTised  them  to 
inake  application  to  Lord  Mans* 
field  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
But  it  may  be  now  necessary  to 
take  notice  of  what  passed  between 
Lord  Baltimore  and  Miss  Wood-' 
cock  in  the  mean  time. 

On  the  day  following  that  on 
which  she  bad  been  seen  by  Daris, 
his  lordship  told  her  that  she  should 
SM  her  fither  that  day,  at  Dr.  Grif- 


fenburg's,  in  0ean 'Street,  Soho; 
and  he  said  he  would  make  »  set- 
tlement on  her  for  life  if  she  would 
ac)Ltiowledge  that  she  had  been 
well  treated.  This  she  agreed  io^ 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  her  free* 
dom.  Shewtfs  then  told  that  her 
father  had  caused  Mrs.  Harfej  to 
be  taken  into  custody. 

Lord  Baltimore  now  went  to 
Griffenbnrg's  with  Miss  Wood- 
cock, taking  likewise  a  yonng  lady, 
of  whom  she  was  to  declare  herself 
the  companion :  but  they  had  been' 
only  a  few  minutes  at  Griffen. 
burg's  when  a  serrant  came  to 
appriie  his  lordship  that  Sir  John' 
Fielding's  people  had  surrounded 
his  house. 

Lord  Baltimore,  iMTing  prefix 
eusly  sent  one  of  his  serranti  witk 
a  letter  to  Miss  Woodcock's  father, 
now  ordered  a  coach ;  and  he,  and 
Dr.  Griffenburg  and  the  young* 
lady,  now  went  to  a  tarem  in 
Wbitechapel,  in  quest  of  the  ser- 
yant,  who  told  them  that  Mr. 
Woodcock  baring  been  out  all  day 
in  seascb  of  his  daughter,  and  not 
bdng  returned,  he  (the  sertant) 
would  not  leare  the  letter,  frotal  n 
point  of  prudence. 

Hereupon  they  drore  to  a  house 
in  Corent  Garden,  where  the  ser» 
rant  soon  arrired  with  a  note  from 
Sir  John  Fielding's  clerk,  desiring 
Miss  Woodcock  to  come  to  Bow 
Street,  where  heir  friends  were,  m 
expectation  of  her  arriral.  Fear. 
ful  of  taking  any  step  that  might 
Inrolre  her  in  still  farther  diffi- 
culties, she  showed  Lord  Baltimore 
the  note,  when  ho  declared  sh« 
should  not  comply  with  the  con- 
tents ;  and  they  immediately  drore 
to  Dr.  Griffenburg's. 

At  this  place  they  were  met  by 
his  lordship's  steward,  who  said 
his  house  was  still  surronnded  by 
peace.officers ;  but,  as  they  went 
away  soon  afterwards,   this  nn. 
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worth  J  peer  then  took  Mks  Wood, 
cock  home  in  his  own  carriage* 

On  their  arrival  the  talet>de. 
chambre  told  his  master  that  on  the 
Snnday  morning  the  yoong  ladj 
had  spoken  to  a  person  from  th6 
window.  His  lordship  now  de* 
manded  if  this  was  fact.  She  ac. 
knowledged  that  it  was;  bat  said 
she  had  not  acquainted  her  friends 
with  her  distressed  situation. 

Ue  now  tried  to  calm  her  mind, 
bnt  said  that  she  most  sleep  with 
him  that  night,  which  she  positirelj 
refused,  nnless  he  would  engage  not 
to  offer  her  anj  insnlt;  and  this 
promise  was  made,  and  complied 
with. 

In  the  morning  Mr.  Watts,  the 
attorney,  called  at  Lord  Balti*. 
Bwre's  house  with  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus ;  but  the  porter  would  not 
adipit  him  till  he  produced  the  writ ; 
bnt  then  he  was  asked  into  the 
house,  and  Lord  Baltimore  made 
aeqoatnted  with  his  business.  On 
this  his  lordship  tokl  his  prisoner 
Mr.  Watts's  business,'  and  begged 
she  would  prepare  to  see  him  with 
all  possible  composure. 

In  the  interim  hb  lordship  waited 
on  the  attorney,  who  demanded 
whether  one  Sarah  Woodcock  was 
in  his  house :  but,  on  his  declining 
to  give  an  immediate  answer.  Watts 
said  that  he  would  serve  the  writ 
nnless  she  was  instantly  produced  ; 
and  that  the  consequence  would  be 
that  all  his  doors  must  be  broke 
opten  till  she  was  found:  bnt  he 
hoped  that  so  violent  a  procedure 
would  not  be  necessary. 

His  lordship  now  begged  his  pa- 
tience for  a  short  time*  and  his  requi- 
sition should  be  complied  with.  Mr. 
Watts  agreed  to  wait,  and  the  other, 
goi^  to  Miss  Woodcock,  requested 
her  to  vrite  to  her  father,  and  de- 
clare that  she  had  been  used  with 
tenderness,  and  had  consented  to 
her  then  situation ;  and  be  desired 


her  to  add  that  sTic  wished  *  to  see 
her  father  and  sisters,  but  hoped 
their  visit  would  be  of  the  p^ceM 
kind;  and  with  all  this  she  comi 
plied,  in  hope,  as  she  afterwards 
declared,  of  obtaining  her  libeKy.- 

This  letter  being  sealed^  and  dis- 
patched by  one  of  his  lordtfhip's 
servants,  he  introduoed  the  attor* 
ney  to  Miss  Woodcock,  who  asked 
her  if  her  residence  in  that  house 
was  ^matter  of  choice,  or  whether 
she  was  forcibly  detained.  She  re- 
plied that  she  remained  there  by 
her  own  consent,  but  that  she  was^ 
anxious  to  see  her  father. 

With  this  declaration  Mr.  Watts 
appeared  satisfied,  sayiug  that  no 
person  had  any  right  to  interfere; 
if  she  voluntarily  consented  to  her 
sitdatioh. 

His  lordship  then  intimated  that 
it  would  be  proper  for  her  to  go  to 
Lord  Mansfield,  and  make  a  similar 
declaration.  She  made  no  hesita^ 
tion  tO'  comply  With  this  proposal ; 
but  still  appeared  ,  exceedingly 
anxious  to  have  a  conference  with 
her  father; 

On  this  the  parties  went  to  Lord 
Mansfield's  house  in  Bloomsbury 
Square,  where  they  were  shown 
into  different  apartments ;  and  Misr 
Woodcock's  friends  waited  in  an 
antechamber,  to  hear  the  issne  of 
this  extraordinary  affair. 

The  young  lady  being  examined 
by  Lord  Mansfield,  he  inquired 
minutely  into  the  circumstances  re- 
specting her  being  conveyed  to  Lord 
Baltimore's  house.  She  answered 
every  question  in  the  most  explicit 
manner;  and,  when  the  judge  asked 
her  if  she  was  willing  to  live  with 
his  lordship,  she.  answered  in  the 
affirmatives  but  expressed  great 
earnestness  to  see  her  friends  first. 

On  this  she  was  shown  into  the 
room  where  her  friends  waited; 
and  the  first  question  she  asked 
was  *  Who  Lord  Mansfield  was. 
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M<ipvha«lier  lie  hftd  bright  to«f 
lier  at  liberty?'  ^  Sbb  was  told  thai 
hff  rigki  was  indifeptftable;  and  fcii 
fTrdship  being  ^aio  oomnked^  hi 
kiquired  if  she  stUi  adhered  to  her 
former  opiaioQ ;  to^wbioh  she  re«> 
plied  that  she  did  not,  boC  desired 
to  go  home  withher  fother* 

His  lordsy p  tiMn  asked  her  how 
kppeDed  the  sodden  ehango  In  her 
mind*  Her  answer  was  <  Because^ 
till  I  saw  them,  I  did  not  know  job. 
bad  power  to  release  me.'  Hit 
lordship  then  said  <  Child,  it  is  in 
*  my  power  to  let  yon  go^'  and  told 
her  she  was  at  full  llbertv  to  go 
where  she  pleased ;  on  which  she 
went  Into  the  other  room  to  ^r 
friends,  bnt  was nnable  toexpmi 
ber  joy  on  the  ocoision* 

In  the  interim  Lord  Mansfield 
addressed  the  Reverend  Mr.  W^U 
•on,  a  dissenting  minister,  and  tome 
other  persons  present,  to-  the  foU 
lowing  efiectH-^^  Gentlemen,  I 
W9«ld  hare  you  take  notloe  of  Miss 
Woodcock's  answers,  because  pos* 
sibly  this  matter  may  be  farioi»ly 
talked  of  in  public,  «kid  justice 
ought  to  be  done  to  both  parties ; 
for,  when  thit  lady  eame  ^fore  me 
on  her  privaite  eiamloatlon,  shet)z^ 
pressed  a  desire  to  see  her  lather  and 
sister,  dr  sisters ;  and  now  eho  has 
aniwensd  as  you  hate  heard. 

On  Mis»  WoodcodL^s  discharge', 
Mr.  Cn,  tha  baker^  in  Whitecross 
Street  C^o  whom  ber  lather  had  de: 
liiered  the  two  boedred  pound 
taank^notev  whicbbadbeen  endosed 
fai  the  letter  by  Lord  BaltknoM)^ 
€onTeyed  the  voting  lady  to^i^ehn 
Fieldbigi  befdUB  whote  sbe  swore 
4o  the  actual  commlMion  -  Of  the 
npe  by  Lord  Bklal»off<^^ 

At  tills  time  Mri*  Griffenbnrg 
and'Mvstf  BirveywerehitnMtody.  4 
nnd  a  Warrant  wai  Issued  ib^afipre. 
bend  Lord  Battimeire;  but  hese* 
crated  himself  fo#  the  piresent,  and 
onrrendered  lo  tile  QDnri  of  Klng^s 


Bsndi  on.. the  hist  day  of  Hilary 
term^  1798;  and*  the  Awo  wooram 
bebig  hfought  thither  :by  habeas 
eorpns,  theywese  all  admitted  to 
bAil^  in  oider  for  t^ial  ni&ingston. 
In  Suraey,  becanse  the  cslmo  was  al« 
l^ed  to  haTe  been  committed  nt  ^ 
lordship's  seatnt  fipsein. 

In  the.inierioji  ^Miss  Woodcock 
went  to  the  house  of.  Mc  Cay,  n 
Whitecroes  StreOl;  -but^  nolbdng 
properly  accommodated  there,  she 
went  to  the rhousO'  of  a .  frisndy' 
where  shfB  fired  in  greiU  privacy 
and  tetirement  tdl.tbe  time  arrlTed 
for  the  trial  of .  theoofiradfaig  par^ 


Bills  of  indictment  beiog  found 
againstLord  Baltimore  and  the  two 
women,  thejr  were  all^broiq^-  to 
trial  before  the  Lord  Ouel  Baiww 
8mythe;  and,  afteH- theie?idenoe 
egaiost  them  bud  been  given,  fai 
snibstanee  as  may  becolleotedfrom 
the  preoedsag  nanratiie^  Lard  Bal* 
tiniore  made  tiie  ilbllowirtg  defense^ 
which  was  rirdad  in  1  Gonrt  by  Mr. 
Hamersley^  solicitor  to  lib  lord* 
ship :—  '  . 

<  My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 
*  ^  I  have  put  myself  upon^ny^oonn. 
tr^,  in  hopes  that  prqjndiee  and 
clamour  wiU  avail  .nothing  in  Mb 
place,  where  It  Is  the  pribrilegd  of 
the  meanest  of  the  king's  «nbjea«t 
to  be  presumed  innocent  wilil  •  hie 
galltbas  IfDcn  madoappear  ky  legal 
evidence^  I  with  1  could  my  tet 
I  bad  bosn  treated  abroad  wkhthii 
same  candour.  I, have^lKeo  loaded 
with  oMoquyy  themostmaUgnkotlat 
bels  have  been  oircnbitid,%ad'enMPf 
other  method  whiob.  moHoe  •conld 
devise  lias'  been  t^Len  te-OMate  go^ 
n^ral  ptefudice  against  me*.  1  teok 
God  that,  •«inder4>ftbeh-  ichioemi. 
Mancce,  I  havekad  Armness  andte* 
solution  eiiough:>4o  tneot  vmy  ae» 
cusers  faec'te  facv,  and  provialconn 
ktqniiyhitirmycondect.JiiomnrMt 
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The  clMMTge  agaloft  ma,  and  agaiait 
tkese  poor  peoplo  who  are  iaTolved 
with  Bid,  because  they  might  other, 
wise  hafe  been  just  witnesses  of 
my  innocence,  is  in  its  natare  ? ery 
easy  to  be  made,  and  bard  to  be  dis« 
pr^red.  The  accoser  has  the  ad* 
Tantage  of  supporting  it  by  a  direct 
iind.positife  oath ;  the  defence  can 
only  be  eollfcted  from  drcaow 
stances. 

*  My  defence  is  composed,  then, 
of  a  variety  of  drcnsMitanc^s,  all 
tBadiog  to  show  the  falsity  of  this, 
ehai^e,  the  absnrdUy  of  it,  the  im- 
proMiilitY  that  it-  could  be  trne. 
It  will  be  laid  before  the  jury  under 
the  direction  of  my  counsel ;  and  I 
hare  the  eonfidenoe  of  an  innocent 
man,  that  it  wBl  bo  manifest  to 
yoor  lordship,  the  inry^  and  the 
whole  worlds  that  the  atory  told  br 
this  woman  U  a  perr^nion  of  truth 
in  oTory  particiilar.  What  could 
indnce  her  t6  make  such  a  charge 
I  can  only  suspect ;  ^twy  soon  af. 
ter  she  came  to  my  honse,  upon  a 
representation  to  me  that  her  father 
was  distressed,  I  sent  him  a  const, 
derabie  sum  of  mobey  i  whether  the 
ease  witb  ithldi  that  money  was  ob« 
tained  from  me  might  snggest  tha 
idea  as  a  meaiis  of  obtaining  a 
la^iev  sum  of  money^  or  whether  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  destroy 
me,  in  order  to  estaWsb'  the  cha> 
racter  of  tbb  girl  to  the  world,  L 
know  not ;  oat  I  do  aver,  npoa 
the  word  of  a  man  of  iumoar)  that 
there  is  no  truth  in  any  (hfaig 
whioii  bar  been  said  w  sworn  m 
my  having  offered  violence  to  this 
girl.  I  tffv  hdd  such  brutality  la 
abhortancefr  I  am.  totally  mgikmt 
al-forr'i; 'and  fb^  me  to  kavd 
fbfoed  this  woman,  cbaside?iagmy 
weak '  elate  .  el  >  heahh,  and  my 
■Cveoglh,  is'  noi  enlj^  aanoral,  but 
a  physicai^lmpossibility.  She  is,. 
aevto  bodily  strength,  stronger  than 
I  am*   StrtBge  opinions,'  upon  sub. 


jects  foreign  to  this  obcrgeyfaiive 
been  falsely  imputed  to  me,  to  io^ 
flame  this  accusation.  Libertine  as 
I  am  represented,  I  hold  no  sudt 
opinions.  Much  has  been  said 
agunstme,  that  Ifeduced  this  girl 
&om  her  parents :  seduction  Is  not 
the  point  of  this  chaise;  but  I  do 
assure  your  lordship  and  ^e  jury 
this  part  of  the  case  has  bef  n  ag- 
gravated exceedingly  beyond  the 
truth*  If  I  have  been  la  any  de. 
gree  to  blame,  I  am  sure  I  have  snf^* 
fidently  atoned  for  every  indiscre. 
tion,  which  a  weak  attachment  ^9 
this  unworthy  woman  may  have  led 
me  into,  by  having  suffered  the  dls^ 
grace  of  being  exf^sed  as  a  criminal 
at  the  bar  in  the  county  which  my 
father  had  the  hoaoar  to  represent 
in  parliament,  and  where  I  had 
some  pieteniioni.to  have  attained 
the  same  hooear,  had  that  sort  of 
an  active  life  been  my  object. 

*  I  will  take  up  no  more  of  yeur 
lordship's  time  than  to  add  that,  if 
I  had  been,  conscious  of  the  guilt 
now  imputed  to  me,  I  coul^  have 
kept  myself  and  my  fortune  out  of 
the  reach  of  the  laws  of  Ais  cenn« 
try.  I  am  a  dtiaen  of  the  world  ; 
1  could  have  lived  any  where)  bat 
I  love  my  own  countiy,  and  sabmK 
to  tt»  laws,  resolving  that  my  io- 
oooence  should  lie  justified  by  ik% 
laws.  I  now,  by  my  own  volnih> 
lary  act,  by  surrendering  myself  tot 
the  Court  of  Ring's  Bench,  stakes 
upon  the  verdict  of  twelve  awn^  my 
Itfe^  my  fortune,  and,  sshat  is 
dearer  to  me^  my  honour* 

^  Baltiwoux^ 

^Marchft5,  17G8.' 

The^snbstanee  of  th4  defence  of 
Hrs«  Grriffsnbui^  and  Mrs.  Harvey 
consisted  principally  in  aHefing 
ti^t  Miss  Woodcock  bad  conseiited 
to  all  that  iwd  passed,  and  that  no. 
force  hikd  been  used  towards  her 
either  by  Lord  Baltimore  or  them, 
selves. 
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The  ctidence  of  Dr.  Giiffenbtirg 
was  not  admitted,  as  his  naine  was 
upon  record,  on  a  charge  of  having 
been  concerned  in  a  crime  of  a  si. 
milar  nature. 

After  cTcry  thing  alleged  against 
the  prisoners  had  been  heard  in  (he 
most  dispassionate  manner>  the 
judge  addressed  himself  to  the  jury 
in  the  following  terms :— ^ 

*  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury, 

<  The  prisoner  at  (he  bar,  l^rd 
Baltimore,  stands  indicted  for  felo. 
niously  ravishing,  and  carnally 
knowing,  Sarah  Woodcock,  spin, 
ster,  against  her  will,  on  the  22d  of 
December  last,  at  Epsom,  against 
the  statute  which  makes  this  offence 
felony:  and  the  other  two  prison, 
ers  are  indicted  as  accessories  be- 
fore  the  fact,  by  feloniously  and' 
maliciously  procuring,  aiding,  and 
abetting  Lord  Baltimore  to  com. 
mit  the  said  rape,  at  the  same  time 
and  place.  To  this  they  have 
pleaded  not  guilty,  and  you  are  to 
try  if  they  are  guilty.  Before  I 
state  to  you  the  evidence  I  will 
mention  to  you  two  or  three  things: 
in  the  first  place,  my  lord  complains 
of  libels  and  printed  accounts  of 
this  transaction,  which  have  been 
circulated.  It  is  a  most  unjustifi. 
able  practice,  and  tends  to  the  per. 
Tersion  of  public  justice;  and, 
therefore,  if  you  have  seen  any 
thing  printed  on  the  side  of  the 
prosecutrix,  or  the  prisoners,  I 
mast  desire  you  to  divest  your, 
selves  of  any  prejudice  that  such 
publications  must  have  occasioned, 
and  give  your  verdict  only  on  the 
eTidence  now  laid  before  yon.  An- 
other thing  I  desire  is,  that,  which, 
ever  way  the  verdict  is  given,  none 
of  the  friends  of  any  of  the  parties 
will  make  use  of  any  expressions  of 
approbation  or  applause,  which  are 
extremely  improper  and  indecent  in 
a  court  of  justice,  and  1  shall  cer« 
tainly  commit  any  person  whom  I 


know  to  be  gollty  of  it.  The  last 
thing  that  I  shall  mention-  to  yoa* 
is,  to  desire  that  no  resentment  yo« 
may  feel  at  the  manner  in  which 
she  was  carried  to  Lord  Baiti- 
morels  house  may  hare  any  tofloeoce 
on  yonr  verdict;  for,  howcrer  itn« 
warrantable  the  manner  was  io 
which  she  came  into  his  power,  if, 
at  the  time  he  lay  with  her,  it  wai 
by  her  consent,  he  is  not  guilty  of 
the  offence  of  which  he  is  indicted ; 
though  it  was  proper  to  lie  giTeo  io 
evidence  on  this  trial,  to  accoont 
for  her  being  with  him,  aod  his 
haTtng  an  opportunity  of  commit, 
ting  the  crime  ;  and  to  show,  from 
the  indirect  manner  of  getting  her 
to  his  house,  the  greater  probability 
that  her  account  is  true*  Having 
said  this,  I  will  now  state  to  yoa 
the  whole  e?idence  as  particularly 
as  I  can.' 

Mr.  Baron  Smythe  tkea  stated, 
the  whole  of  the  eTidence  to  the 
jury,  as  before  given,  which  took 
up  three  hours,  and  then  concluded 
thus  :— 

^  In  point  of  law,  the  fact  is  fully 
proved  on  my  lord  and  the  iw» 
other  prisoners,  if  you  beKeve  thfr 
evidence  of  Sarah  WoodoocJc.  It 
is  a  crime  which  in  its  natare  caa 
only  be  proved  by  the  wotnan  oa 
whom  it  is  committed ;  for  she  only 
can  tell  whether  she  consented  or 
no :  it  is«  as  my  lord  obsenres,  very 
easy  to  be  made,  and  bard  to  be 
disproved  ;  and  the  defence  .  caa 
only^be  collected  from  dream* 
stances  ;  from  these  you  most  judge 
whether  her  evidence  ia  or  is  not  to 
be  believed.  Lord  Hale^  io  hia 
'History  of  the  Pleas  of  tha 
Crown,'  lays  down  the  rales  :«->!» 
If  complaint  is  not  made  soon  af« 
ter  the  injury  is  supposed  to  be 
received ;.  ^  If  it  is  not  followed 
by  a  recent  prosecution ;  a  strong 
presumption  arises  that  the  oom* 
plaint  is  malictous.    She  haft  owiMd 
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the  injoiy  wm  received  December 
92 ;  the  complaint  was  not  made  till 
December  29;  bnt  she  has  ac 
counted  for  it  in  the  manner  you 
have  heard.  The  strong  part  of  the 
case  on  behalf  of  the  prisoners  is 
her  not  complaining  when  she  was 
at  Lord  Mansfield's,  the  supreme 
magistrate  in  the  kingdom  in  cri- 
mioal^  matters*  You  have  heard 
how  she  has  explained  and  ac* 
counted  for  her  conduct  in  that 
particular,  which  you  will  judge  of. 
Upon  the  whole,  if  you  believe  that 
the  made  the  discovery  as  soon  as 
she  knew  she  had  an  opportunity  of 
doing  it,  and  thac  her  account  is 
true,  you  will  find  all  the  prisoners 
guilty ;  if  you  believe  that  she  did 
not  make  the  discovery  as  soon  as 
she  had  an  opportunity,  and  from 
Ibeoce,  or  otherrcircumstances,  are 
aot  satisfied  her  account  is  true,  yon 
will  find  them  all  not  guilty ;  for, 
if  he  is  not  guilty^  they  cannot  bo 
so ;  for  thejr  cannot  be  accessory  to  a 
crime  which  was  never  committed.' 
After  an  absence  of  an  hour  and 
twenty  minutes,  the  jury  returned 
with  a  yerdict  that  the  pruoners 
were  Not  Gtiilty. 
.  This  singular  a&ir  was  tried  at 
Kingston,  in  Surrey,  on  the  26th  of 
March,  1768. 

^  Our  readers  will  not '  be  dis. 
pleased  with  a  few  remarks  on  this 
je^y  extraordinary  transaction.— 
The  meanness  of  Lord  Baltimore, 
tad  the  anreasooable  terror  and  ig- 
Qorance  of  Miss  Woodcock,  will 
a|ipear  to  be  equal  objects  of  asto* 
i^ishment.  His  lordship's  devices  to 
obtain  possession  6f  this  woman 
were  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  no. 
pieman,  or,  iodeed,  of  any  man ; 
iind  her  tame  submission  to  the  in- 
aiilt  is  a  proof  that  she  had  little  idea 
of  the  sacred  protection  which  the 


laws  of  her  country  would  have 
afforded  her  ;  for  Lord  Baltimore's 
house  (at  the  bottom  of  Southamp. 
ton  Row,  Bloomsbury)  wa&  not  so 
obscurely  situated  but  that  she 
might  have  made  application  to 
many  a  passenger. 

Something,  indeed,  must  be  nL 
lowed  to  feminine  fear  on  such  an 
occasion,  after  she  once  found  her- 
self in  the  actual  possession  of  a 
man  from  whom  she  thought,  it 
would  be  dangerous  even  to  attempt 
an  escape. 

Miss  Woodcock's  ignorance  of 
Lord  Mansfield's  power  will  appear 
▼erf  extraordinary  ;  butsur^y  not 
more  so  than  that  of  a  man,  who, 
being  an  evidence  before  Sir  John 
Fielding,  addressed  him  successively 
by  the  titles  of  sir !  your  honour ! 
your  worship!  your  lordship  !  your 
grace  !  and  your  majesty  !  These 
ap illations  were  repeatedly  beard 
to  be  given  within  half  an  hour  by 
the  writer  of  this  narrative  ;  and  he 
presumes  the  circumstance  may  be 
considered  as  an  apology  for  the. 
superlative  ignorance  of  .Miss 
Woodcock. 

On  the  whole,  howef  er,  this  case 
is  of  the  melancholy  kind«  What 
shall  we  think  of  a  man,  of  Lord 
Baltimore's  rank  and  fortune,  who 
could  debase  himself  beneath  all 
rank  and  distinction,  and,  by  the 
wish  to  gratify  his  irregidar  pas- 
sions, submit  to  degrade  himself  In 
the  opinion  of  his  own  servants  and 
other  domestics  ? 

Addison  has  a  fine  sentiment,  by 
which  our  nobility  ought  to  be  in- 
fluenced :— 

<  Honour 's  a  sacred  tie ;  the  kiw  of  kings  ; 
The  noble  niind't  duCingoishiiig  perfectiop  : 
It  aids  and  strengthens  Virtae  where  it 

meets  her. 
And  imitates  her  actions  where  she  is  net: 
It  is  not  to  be.  sported  i»i|h.'-— 
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JAMES  SAMPSON, 


EXECOTEO  FOR  EOBBINS  AMD  flSTTIMG  FIRE  TO  A  HOUSE. 


This  criminal  posieised  talents 
whicki  properly  iipplled,  would  oot 
poly  haye  proved  both  honorable 
and  lucrative  to  himself,  but  of 
use  to  the  natioB.  On  the  other 
hand,  we  find  him  most  basely  be^ 
trayiQg  his  trust;  and,  robbing  and 
then  buRoiog,  the  hoepitable  dwelU 
iag  of  his  piotectof. 

Early  in  life  Sampson  gave 
proofs  of  an  extraordinary  genius 
for  drawing,  to  if  hich  his  friends 
affording  proper  encouragemeot, 
his  progress  In  the  art  was  exceed** 
ingly  rapid.  The  youth's  nncom* 
Bion  talents  beiog  mentioned  to  the 
Duke  of  Richmond^  his  grace  en- 
gaged  him  in  Ms  service  on  Tery 
Uberal  tprms,  andemployed  masters 
properly  qnali6ed  to  afford  eTery 
pouible  improf  ement  to  his  geniiif  ^ 
and  afterwards  warmly  recom* 
mended  him  io  the  patronage  of  the 
Right  Honorable  Genenll  Conway^- 
w1k>  appointed  him  one  of  the 
dmnghtameB  to  the  Tower. 

The  greatest  part  pf  hit  time  that 
was  not  engaged  in  it  necesiary  at. 
tentlon  to  the  duties  of  hii-  offiba 
Smps#a  employed,  in  midcing  co. 
piesrof  the  natural  curiosities  in  the 
3ritish  Mus^m,  and.  in  the  eon^ 
feisatioo  ol  leemed  and  ingcnioM 
men,  by  ^hom  that  oelebratecl  Tv* 
braiy  was  fiSequenled ;  and  he  was 
RO  highly  esteem^,  both  V  ik^ 
Duke  of  Richmohd  and  Generid 
Cooway>  that  he  had  free  aecM  to 
them  on  a)l  occasions.  Having 
married  an  uppier  servant  to:  ih» 
general's  family^  he  appeared  io 
Ihre  in  a  state  of  great  f«lidty  |  but^ 
unf6rtunately,hc  mainfaibed  an  il- 
licit intercourse  with  some  n^omep 
of  debauched  principles,  wkose  ex^ 
travagances  involved  him  in  many 
embarrassments. 


Being  allowed  the  liberty  of 
amusing  himself  in  the  general's  li- 
brary, he  learned  that  mon^  and 
papers  of  consequence  were  kept 
there ;  and  this  tempted  him  to  the 
fatal  resf^tttion  of  robbing  bbbeoe. 
laotot,  and  setting  fire  to  the  hoofe 
as  a  dieans  of  concealing  hie  goUt. 

Having  secreted  hinuelf  in  the 
house,  he  waited  till  he  suppoaed 
the  family  were  retired  to  rest,  aad 
then  entered  the  library,  where  he 
stole  property  to  .a  considerable 
amottAt,aad  set  fire  to  aeoie  of  the 
furniture. 

About  six  in  the  morning  the 
general  was  alarmed  by  the  cry  of 
^  Firei'and  perceived  smoke  issuing 
from  the  library;  but  he  wonM 
not  permit  the  door  to  be  opened 
till  the  oi^^ines  arriTei|,  lest  the 
flames  should  burnt  oat,  end  com. 
municate  to  the  other  parta  of  the 
beilding.  The  engines  being  ready 
to  play,  he  directed  the-fireoaea  to 
use  their  endeavours  to  secure  a 
wjriting*table  that  stood  in  a  eomer 
of  the  room,  several  bank-notes 
being  depositcxi  in  a  drawer  of  it 
This  table  was  .brought  out,  a  pari 
of  it  burnt,  and  the  drawer  opewla 
which  the  bank-notes  had  be^n  de« 
posited;  and  the  general  put  all  the 
papers  he  found  in-  the  drawer  into 
hIspMket. 

'  When  thoconfasion  occasioned 
by  the  supposed  accitlerit  had  seb. 
sided,  4he  general ,  examiaed  Hie 
papers  taken  out'  of  the  dimwer; 
andy<  missing  e  bank-note  of  five 
hundred  pounds,'iiad  four  of  one 
hundred  posrods  each,  eoaeMed 
that  the  room  had  bean  fired  far 
the  purpose  of  coacealoig  the  rob* 
bery. 

All  the  domestics  in  the  house 
had  lived  many  years  in  the  gene- 
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lMt»i.iertite)  ftod  to  hadikelmeit 
eonSdenciB  in  tft^ir  fidelily  ;  biit,  in 
Ofder  to  secure  hii  propertj)  and 
dkcoffer4h#  ftttthor  of  Uie  konrid 
bet,  whiicli.h0  strongly  suspected 
to  bttve,  be^n  committed  by  some 
persoit  well  aoqilaioted  witli  has 
hduse,  be  made  application  to  the 
Bank^wherd  be  learnt  thai  the  note 
for  fife  hundred  pounds  had  beed 
alreadjr  cbangad  for  dth^rs  of 
smaller  taltc  f  and,  from  the  de* 
icriptioB  of  the  person  who  had 
changed  it,  his  suspicions  were 
fixed  o«  Sampson*.  •   . 

: .  It  was  now  determined  that  Mr* 
Camp,  who  had  recetred  the  note, 
and  Mr.  Lambert,  who  had  deli* 
rered  the  smaller  ones  on  Camp's 
tkiLet,  should  attend  at  the  Duke 
of  Richmond's  house  at  an  ap* 
pointed  hour. 

The  duke  sent  a  sertant  to 
Sampson's  lodgings,  desiring  to 
see  him  on  business;  and  he  pre. 
seotly  attended;  and  entered  into 
conrersatioo  en  different  subjects 
with  hu  grace  and  General  Con. 
way*  The  aboTOiimentioned  clerks 
to  the  Bank  being  Introduced,  and 
immediately  recognbing  the  person 
of  Sampson,  a  signal  was  made  that 
had  been  before  agreed  on;  incon- 
sequence of  whicfr  the  general  ac. 
eused  Sampson  of  the  robbery  and 
setting  fire  to  the  library*  For 
some  time  he  steadily  denied  the 


%iarget;:iiQ^  finding  no  pesttblllty 
of  oofifiiitrng  the  erideace  of  CaAip 
and  iLambert,  he  at  length  con* 
fessed  all  the  particulars  ef  his 
guilt. 

Sampson's  lodgings  at  Pimlico 
being  searched,  the  two  notes  re. 
ceited  at  the  Bank,  and  the  four 
stolen  from  the  drawer  of  the  writ* 
ing-table,  were  found.  Tb  e  delin. 
qoent  being  taken  before  Sir  John 
Fielding,  he  wes^  committed  to 
Newgate  for  trial,  which  came  on 
at  the  following  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  he  was  conyicted,  and 
sentenced  to  be  hanged. 

While  he  remained  in  Newgate 
he  regularly  attended  prayers  in 
tiie  chapel,  and  appeared  to  repent 
with  unfcSgnod  sincerity  of  the  hor- 
rid crime  he  bad  committed ;  and 
on  the  morning  of  his  execution  he 
receired  the  sacrament  In  a  manner 
that  seemed  to  pro? e  him  earnest  ia 
his  derotion. 

The  passage  of  carriages  being 
obstructed  by  the  parement  being 
broken  up  in  Holborn,  Sampson 
was  oonreyed  through  Smithfield, 
Cow  Oross,  Tummill  Street,  and 
die  King's  Road,  to  Tyburn,  where 
he  acknowledged  the  justice  of  his 
sentence,  and,  after  some  time  em. 
ployed  in  prayer,  suffered  the  pu. 
nishment  dtie  to  his  offences  on  the 
11th  of  March,  1768. 


JAMES  GIBSON,  ESQ. 

EZactJTSD  FOB  FO&OSaT* 

This  upfortunate  gentleman  was    Hen  of  his  articles,  to  take  him  intp 

partnership. 


of  m  respectable  family,  and,  ha?* 
)og  receired  a  Eberid  education) 
3sas  bound  clerk  to  Mr*  Francis, 
an  attorney  of  eminence,  residing 
in  Lincoln's  Inn.  His  good  beha* 
Tiour,  and  the  rapid  impror^ment 
he  made  in  the  profession  of  the  law, 
induced  his  master,  on  the  expire- 


In  the  early  part  of  life  be  bad 
married  a  young  lady,  with  whom 
•be  reoeifed  a  genteel  fortune,  and 
by  whom  hebad£fe  children,  jdi 
ilfing  at  the  time  of  his  death; 
but,  notwithstanding  these  tender 
pledges  of  his  love,  he  deserted  his 
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wife  and  family  for  the  embraces  of 
a  mistress,  who  had  been  kept  by 
a  Scotch  ooblentan,  leafing  them 
to  suffer  the  extremes  of  want, 
while  he  was  enjoying  the  luxuries 
pf  life. 

.  Mr.  Francis's  business  was  of  an 
extensif  e  nature,  and  was  princi- 
pally transacted  by  Gibson,  who 
was  complete  master  of  his  profes- 
sion. The  Treasury,  and  a  variety 
of  other  concerns,  were  committed 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Francis,  and  by 
him  to  the  management  of  Gibson* 
Among  other  engagements  Mr. 
Francis  was  employed  in  a  cause 
respecting  an  estate  in  Chancery, 
pn  which  an  injunction  was  issued  ; 
and  a  person  was  appointed  to  re- 
i:eiT0  the  rents  of  the  estate  till  the 
lord-chancellor  should  make  his 
final  decree.  In  the  interim  Gib- 
son, having  reduced  himself  by  a 
profuse  ipode  of  living,  forged  the 
handwriting  of  the  accomptant- 
general  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
in  a  suit  which  he  was  soliciting  for 
Robert  f  jce,  Esq.  and  others,  exe- 
cutors to  the  late  Sir  G.  Brown, 
Baronet,  Robert  Pringle,  and 
others,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  received  above  nine  hundred 
pounds.  Discovery  of  this  trans- 
action being  made  in  a  short  time, 
Gibson  was  taken  into  custody, 
and  lodged  in.Newgate,jn  Septem. 
ber,  1766.  Being  brought  to  trial 
for  the  forgery  at  the  ensuing  ses- 
iions.at  the  Old  Bailey,  the  jury 
brought  in  a  special  verdict,  subject 
to  the  determination  of  the  twelve 
judges.  From  this  time  Gibson 
continued  in  Newgate  till  January 
1768  (upwards  of  fifteen  months)^ 
•ad  it  was  the  prevaling  opinion 
that  no  farther  notice  would  be 
tak<sn.of  the  affair :  however,  Gib. 
^on^by  repeated  applications^  nrged 


that  his  case  might  be  deterained 
by  the  judges ;  and  at  length,  io' 
Hilary  term,  1768,  the  learned 
bench  made  a  final  decision  on  hit 
case,  importing  that  it  came  within 
the  meaning  of  the  law ;  conse- 
quently he  received  sentence  of 
death,  and  was  removed  into  the 
cells  of  Newgate.  After  sentence 
his  behaviour  was  every  way  be- 
coming his  melancholy  situation, 
and  he  reflected  with  mnch  sorrow 
on  his  un kindness  to  his  wife  and 
family.  His  preparation  for  the 
awful  change  that  awaited  him  ap- 
peared to  be  rational,  serious,  and 
devout.  He  applied  for  pardon  io 
that  throne  of  mercy  whence  alone 
he  bad  a  right  to  expect  it.  Hu  se- 
riousness seemed  to  increase  as  the 
solemn  moment  approached,  and  it 
was  evident  that  he  was  determined 
to  meet  bis  fate  as  became  a  man 
and  a  Christian. 

His  behaviour  was  so  pious,  so 
resigned,  and  in  all  respects  so  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  his  unhappy  si- 
tuation^  that  the  tears  of  the  com- 
miserating multitude  accompanied 
his  last  ejaculation. 

'  Who  by  repentance  is  not  satisfied^ 

Is  nor  of  Hemvea,  oor  Earth ;  for  tlrase  are 

|>lea$'d ; 
By  penitence,  th*  eternal  wrath's  appeas'd.' 

He  ivas  carried  to  Tyburn, 
March  the  93d,  1768,  in  a  moum- 
ing-coach,  and  requested  that  his 
fellow-sufferer,  Benjamin  Payne,  a 
footpad,  who  he  saw  placed  in  a 
cart,  might  accompany  him,  which 
the  sheriff  refused. 

This  man's  fate  adds  an  instance 
to  the  many  we  hare  recorded  of 
the  prostitution  of  shining  abilities. 
In  his  profession  no  man  excelled 
Gibson;  and  jet  no  man  more 
abused  it,  for  which  he  justly  for- 
feited his  life. 
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JOHN  WILKES,  ESQ. 

CONVICTED  OF  SEDITION  AND  BLASPHEMT. 

The  year  1708  will  ercr  be  re-  Camelford.    This  gentleman  foond 

membered  in  the  annals   of  Eng.  his  character,  as   secretary  of  the 

fish  history,  on  account  of  themur*  treasury,  so  Yilified,  (hat  he  called 

ders  and  mischief  committed  by  a  the  writer  to  the  field, 

dcloded  mob,  stimulated    by   the  Wilkes  had  already  been  engaged 

writings,  and  opposition  to  the  go.  in  a  duel  with   FiOrd  Talbot,  and 

Tcrnment,  of  John   Wilkes,  Esq.  escaped  unhurt;  but   Mr.  Martin 

an     alderman     of    London,    and  shot  him    in   the  body,  of  which 

member  of  parliament  for  Ayles.  wound  he  laid  in  imminent  danger 

bury.  during  several    days,  and  confined 

The  most  scandalous  and  ofifen.  to  his  house  for  some  weeks, 

sive  of  his  writings  were  in  a  pe-  The  attorney-general  filed  infor- 

riodical  publication   called    ^  The  mations  against  Wilkes,  as  author 

North  Briton,'    No.  45 ;    and    a  of  « The  North  Briton,'  No.  45,  f 

pamphldt  entitled  <  An    £ssay  on  and  a  pamphlet  entitled  ^  An  Bs. 

Woman.'*  say  on  Woman.'   On  these  charges 

The  *  North   Briton'   was  of  a  he  was  apprehended,  and  committed 

""political  nature  ;  the  other  a  piece  prisoner  to  the  Tower,  but  toon  ad- 

.  of  obscenity :  the  one  calculated  to  mitted  to  bail. 

set  the  people  against  the  gorcrn-  His  papers  were  forcibly  seised, 

ment ;  the  other  to  corrupt  their  for  which  he  charged  the  secreta- 

morals.  ries  of  state  with  a  robbery,  and 

Among  the'  ministers  who  found  which  was  afterwards,  by  the  Court 

themselves    more     personally    at-  'of  King's    Bench,   determined  to 

tacked  in  the  <  North  Briton'  was  have  been  illegal. 

Samuel  Martin,  Esq.  member  fur  Before  hb  trial  came  on,   Mr. 

*  Tills '  Essajr  on  Woipan'  was  a  parody  on  Pope's  subline  work,  callfid  '  An  Essay  on 
Man.' 

A  learned  divine,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kidgell,  thus  writes  on  the  works  of  Wilkes : — 

'  On  the  title-page  is  an  obscene  print*  with  a  Greek  iiisctiption,  signifying  "  The 
Savioor  of  the  World."  We  shall,  the  poison  of  the  poblicaiion  being  lung  eradicated, 
merely  quote  a  commentator  on  the  subject : 

"  III  tliis  work  (an  *  Essay  on  Woman')  the  lewdest  thoughts  are  expressed  in  terms  of 
(he  greatest  obscenitv  ;  the  most  horrid  impurity  is  minutely  represented  ;  the  sex  is  tiI- 
li6ed  and  insulted :  and  the  whole  is  scurriions,  impudent,  and  impious,  to  an  incredible 
degree.  In  tb6  variations  and  notes  the  inspired  writings  are  perverted  into  the  grots 
ideas  of  a  libidinous  blasphemer,  witti  an  invention  new,  wonderful,  and  horrid.  The  % 
most  solemn  and  important  passages  of  the  Gospel  are  tortured  into  the  oblique  obsceaity 
of  double  meanings,  worthy  only  of  him  who  is  at  once  the  enemy  ol  God  and  man." 

f  The  pa|>er  entitled  '  The  North  Biitnin'  was  ordered  to  be  burnt  by  the  common  exe- 
xulioiier,  at  the  Royal  Exchange.  Mr.  Alderman  Hariey,  one  of  the  sbcrilTs  of  London, 
attending  in  his  official  capacity,  to  see  this  <:arried  into  execution,  was  assaulted  and 
wounded  by  the  mob.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Juhn  Franklin  was  seized  as  one  of  th« 
offenders,  and  coiiMuitted  to  Newgate.  On  ihe  day  of  the  conviction  of  Wilkes  he  was 
tried  for  this  outrage  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  found  guilty. 

When  the  trial  was  ended,  the  worthy  alderman  addressed  the  Court  in  behalf  of  the 
prisoner.  He  said  that,  for  his  part,  he  had  forgiven  the  affront  offered  to  his  own  per- 
■on  ;  that  justce  required  a  prosecution  :  it  had  been,  by  the  conviction  of  the  offender, 
in  part  aatisHed,  and  therefore,  he  hoped,  the  Court  would  mitigate  his  punishment.  The 
Court  complied  with  the  prosem^or's  humane  requc*(t,  and  sentenced  the  prisoner  to 
«  short  imprisonment,  to  pay  a  tine  of  six  shillings  and  cighlp«ne«,  and  tu  find  K^urity 
for  his  good  bcltaviour  for  one  year. 

VOL.  II.  69 
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Wilkes  fled  to  France ;  but  ander 
the  pretext  of  restoring  his  health, 
which  had  suffered  from  his  wound, 
and  the  harassing  measures  taken 
against  him  by  the  secretaries  of 
state,  Lord  Egremont  and  Lord 
Halifax.  No  sooner  was  he  out  of 
the  kingdom  than  they  proceeded 
to  outlawry,  dismissed  him  from  hfs 
command  as  colonel  of  the  Buck* 
inghamshire  militia,  and  expelled 
him  from  his  seat  in  parliament. 

But  even  a  foreign  laud  did  not 
shelter  him  from  the  resentment  of 
his  fellow-subjects. 

On  (ho  15th  of  August,  Captain 
Forbes,  in  the  Brltbh  service,  met 
Wilkes  walking  with  Lord  Palmer, 
ston,  in  Paris,  who,  though  he  had 
never  seen  either  of  them,  yet^  from 
a  drawing,  he  conceived  one  of 
them  to  be  the  man  who  had  so  much 
abused  his  country,  Scotland.  Find- 
ing his  conjecture  right,  he  told 
Wilkes  that,  as  the  author  of  <  The 
North  Briton,'  he  must  fight  him. 
Wilkes  referred  him  to  his  hotel. 
When  Mr.  Forbes  got  an  interview 
with  Wilkes,  which  he  stated  to 
have  been  attended  with  much  dif- 
ficulty >  he  was  answered  that  he 
(Wilkes)  would  meet  no  man  in 
combat  until  he  had  fought  Lord 
Egremont,  and  whom  Se  could  not 
challenge  while  he  held  his  high  of- 
ficial station  under  government. 

The  captain  insisted  to  no  pur- 
pose; and  then,  calling  him  a 
scoundrel^  threatened  him  with  a 
caning  on  their  next  meeting  in  the 
public  streets. 

Lord  Egremont's  death,  which 
happened  at  this  juncture,  having 
released  Wilkes  from  his  pretended 
sanguinary  determination  against 
that  nobleman,  and  the  marshals  of 


France  having  taken  him  into  eu$* 
tody,  and  issued  their  warrants 
against  Forties,  the  former*  on  re- 
gaining his  liberty,  wrote  a  ebal- 
lenge  to  the  latter,  in  a  letter  to 
his  friend  and  countryman,  Alex- 
ander Murray,  Esq.  who  was  also 
then  in  Paris.  In  this  address  he 
says  '  You  know  every  thing  that 
passed  betfveen  us,  and  the  wild 
extravagant  wish  he  (Captain 
Forbes)  formed  of  fighting  me,  on 
no  pretence  nor  provocation.  I 
am  no  prize-fighter,  yet  I  told  him 
I  would  indulge  liim  as  soon  as  I 
could,  I  mentioned  to  hiqii  the  af- 
fair of  Lord  Egremont,  and  ^  pre- 
vious engagement  I  thought  myself 
under.  -  Lord  Egremont,  to  wny 
great  regret  (greater  1  believe  than 
of  any  other  person),  has  prevented 
my  proceeding  farther,  and,  as  a 
Frenchn^an  would  say, "  Iln*ajaue 
un  vilain  tour***  I  am  now  at  Cap- 
tain Forbes's  servipe,  and  shall 
wait  his  commands.  I  do  not  know 
where  he  is,  for  he  has  not  appeared 
in  Paris  for  some  time.*  As  yo«r 
house  has  been  his  asylum,  1  a» 
necessitated  to  beg  you,  sir,  to  ac- 
quaint Captain  Forbes  tiiat  I  will 
be  at  Menin,  the  first  town  in 
Austrian  Flaqders,t  on  the  con- 
fines of  France>  the  ftlst  of  tUs 
month,  September,  1768,  and  that 
Monsieur  Goy  will  do  me  the 
honour  of  accompanying  me  ;  but 
he  only.' 

We  find  nothing  of  this  meeting, 
the  captain  having  gone-  to  Eng- 
land. 

In  a  few  months  Mr.  Wilkes  also 
returned  to  London^  and  gave  no- 
tice that  he  would,  on  a  certain 
day,  surrender  himself  on  the  in- 
formations filed  against  him.     lie 


*  Captain  Forbes,  to  avaid  being  taken  on  ths  marshals*  warrant,  fled  from  Paris. 

t  It  must  be  observed  that  Mr.  Wilkes,  in  order  to  regain  his  liberty,  when  appre- 
hended for  being  about  to  break  the  peace  bjduellirf|^itji  Captain  Forbe«,  wasorderad 
Co  give  bond  for  his  good  behaviour,  and  thertfbre  outbid  not  fight  in  the  Ereach  dcNni- 
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then  appeared  in  his  plaOBi  as  an 
alderman,  in  Guildhall ;  and,  on  - 
his  return,  the  mob  took  the  horses 
from  his  carriage,  and  dragged  it  to 
his  house,  crying  ^  Wilkes  and  li- 
berty V 

On  the  ftlst  of  FebrMacy,  1764, 
the  trial  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  for  the 
libels  before  mentioned,  came  on 
before  Lord  Mansfield,  and  on  both 
he  was  fonnd  gniUy. 

More  than  two  years  were  oc- 
copied  in  law  proceedings  on  the 
validity  of  his  apprehenliioo,  the 
seizure  of  his  papers,  and  the  out- 
lawry,  the  detail  of  which  would 
afford  little  entertainment  to  our 
readers.  Meanwhile  Wilkes's  po. 
pnlarity  and  the  outrages  of  the 
mob  daily  IncreaKd. 

On  the  27th  of  AprU,  i7d8,  Mr. 
Wilkes,  haYing  been  serred  with  a 
writ  of  Capias  Utlogatnm,  appeared 
before  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
in  the  custody  of  the  proper  officer. 
His  counsel  moved  to  admit  him  to 
bail,  but  which  was  opposed  by  the 
counsel  for  the  crown ;  who  con* 
tended  that  no  precedent  could  bo 
produced  of  a  person  under  a  cri- 
minal con? iction  being  admitted  to 
bail,  for,  by  such  an  indulgence,  it 
might  be  said  that  a  man  who  flics 
from  justice,  and  is  thereupon  ont- 
Uwed,  would  be  in  a  better  state 
than  the  man  who  submits  to  it :  in 
the  latter  case,  after  conviction,  he 
must  remain  in  custody  until  sen. 
tence  is  passed ;  whereas,  in  the 
former  case,  he  would  be  at  large. 

The  Court  held  with  this  kind  of 
argument,  and  Mr.  Wilkes  was  or- 
dered to  the  King's  Bench  prison. 
In  his  way  thither  the  coach  in  which 
\ke  was  carried  was  stopped  by  the 
mob,  who  took  off  the  horses,  and 
dragged  it,  with  him,  through  the 
city,  to  a  public  house  in  Spitalficlds, 
where  they  permitted  him  to  alight. 
From  thence,  about  eleven  at  night, 
be  made  his  escape,  and  immediately 


pvocoeded    towards    the     prison, 
where  he  surrendered  himself. 

The  next  day  he  was  visited  by 
many  othis  friends,  and  the  prison 
was  surrounded  by  a  vast  con- 
course  of  people,  who,  it  was 
feared,  would  have  offered  some 
outrages  but  all  remained  quiet 
until  night,  when  they  pulled  up 
the  rails  whieh  enclosed  the  foot^ 
way,. with  which  they  made  a  bon* 
iire,  and  obliged  the  inhabitants  4t 
the  borough  of  Southwark  to  Hlu* 
rainate  their  houses ;  nor  would 
they  disperse  until  the  arrital  of  a 
captain's  guard  of  soldiers. 

From  &\m  time  a  mob  constantly 
surrounded  the  King's  Bench  prbcm 
for  several  days.  At  lengdi  the 
justices  appeared,  followed  by  the 
military ;  the  Riot  Aet  was  read ; 
and,  the  mob  not  dispersing,  the 
soldiers  were  ordered  to  fire  upon 
them.  Many  were  killed,  and 
among  them  some  passengers^  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the 
scene  of  confusion* 

On  the  38th  the  case  of  the  onl. 
lawry  was  finally  argued  in  the 
Court  of  King's,  Bench.  Sergeant 
Glynn,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
greatly  added  te  his  reputation  as  a 
sound  lawyer,  and  was  ably  an- 
swered by  the  attorney-general; 
but  the  judges,  though  they  some- 
what differed  in  their  reasons  on 
the  illegality  of  the  outlawry,  were 
unanimous  in  their  opinion  that  it 
should  be  reversed.  This  was  a 
great  point  obtained  by  Mr* 
Wilkes  ;  and,  obnoxious  as  he  was 
to  government,  the  determination, 
consistent  with  law,  was  upright 
and  honorable  in  the  learned 
bench. 

Mr.  Wilkes  was  not,  however, 
destined  to  clear  himself  by  this 
single  point  gained  ;  for  the  attor- 
ney.general  immediately  moved, 
that  judgment  might  be  passed  upon 
him  on  his  several  convictions*  The 
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prifoner*8  counsel  upon  this  mofed 
an  arrest  of  judgment;  and  the 
Court  appointed  the  next  Thursday 
to  hear  the  arguments  thereon. 
The  general  warrant  on  which  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  apprehended  was  also 
declared  Illegal. 

These  determinations  will  show 
.  the  reader  that,  however  great  a 
4nao*s  crimes,  he  mqst  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  the  strict*  letter 
of  the  law  of  the  land.  In  this  re- 
spect Mr.  Wilkes  was  hardly  dealt 
with,  and  he  took  especial  care  to 
promulgate  those  hardships  to  the 
people,  . 

In  his  address  to  his  constituents, 
the  freeholders  of  Middlesex,  he 
says : — 

^  ^  In  the  whole  progress  of  minis- 
terial vengeance  against  me  for  se- 
veral years,  I  have  shown,  to  the 
conviction  of  all  mankind,  that  my 
enemies  have  trampled  on  the  laws, 
and  have  been  actuated  by  the  spirit 
of  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power. 

*The  general  warrant  under 
which  I  was  first  apprehended  has 
been  adjudged  illegal.  The  seizure  . 
of  my  papers  was  condemned  ju. 
dicially.  The  outlawry,  so  long 
the  topic  of  violent  abuse,  is,  at 
Jast,  declared  to  have  been  contrary 
to  law  ;  and,  on  the  ground  first 
taken  by  my' friend,  Mr.  Sergeant 
Glynn,  is  formally  rcverVed.* 

On  the  day  appointed  for  that 
purpose  the  last  eflfort  was  made  to 
get  rid  of  the  remainder  of'the  pro- 
ceedings against  Mr.  Wilkes.  The 
arguments  for  an  arrest  uf  judg. 
ment,  though  carried  on  with  great 
ingenuity,  would  not  hold,  and  he 
was  found  legally  convicted  of  writ- 
ina  the  libcln.  For  that  in  the 
*  True  Briton'  he  nas  fined  five 
hundred  pounds,  and  sentenced  to 
.two  years'  imprisonment  in  the 
King's  Bench  prison;  and  for  the 
^  Ks&ay  on  Woman*  five  hundred 
pounds  more,  a  farther  imprison- 


ment of  twelve  months,  and  to  find 
security  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
seven  years. 

Previously^  to  his  imprisonment 
Mr.  Wilkes  was  elected  member 'of 
parliament  for  Middlesex,  when 
the  mob  proceeded  to  varioitfl  acts 
of  outrage.  They  broke  the  win- 
dows of  I^rd  Bate,  the  prime  rou 
nister,  and  of  the  Mansion  House, 
even  that  of  the  lady  mayoress's 
bed.chamber;  forced  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  metropolis  to  illnmi- 
nate  their  houses,  cryibg  out— 
<  Wilkes  and  Liberty  !'  and  all  who 
refused  to  echo  it  back  were 
knocked  down. 

A  stone  was  thrown  by  this  dar- 
ing mob  at  the  Polish  Co^nt  Ra- 
wotski,  which  he  dexterously 
caught  in  his  hand,  the  windows  of 
his  carriage  in  which  he  sat  b«ng 
fortunately  down.  His  lordship 
looking  out  and  smiling,  he*  re- 
ceived no  other  violence. 

The  outrages  of  the  populace 
were  too  many  to  be  enumerated ; 
several  innocent  people  were'killed, 
and  vast  numl>ers  wounded.  They 
broke  windows  without  number, 
destroyed  furniture,  and  even  in- 
sulted royalty  itself. 

Thus  we  find  that  Wilkes  was 
long  the  idol  of  the  mob,  bat,  like 
all  other  leaders  of  this  creationj 
he  fell  into  oblivion,  and  passed 
thr<»ugh  the  crowd  with  as  little 
notice  as  any  other  roan.  He 
greatly  wished  to  possess  the  cham- 
berlainship  of  London,  but  the 
better  class  of  cilizons  were  too 
wary  to  trust  him  with  their  cash, 
and,  after  a  contested  election  for 
that  lucrative  situation,  Aldemfan 
Hopkins  was  cho-icn  ;  but  it  was 
susprctcd  that  at  length  he  got  a 
sop  info  some  corner  of  the  |>i»liti- 
cal  dripping-pan,  as  the  remainder 
of  his  life  was  \cry  passive  on  all 
political  measures. 

The  metropolis,  as  weH  as  va* 
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ijons  other  parU  of  the  kingdom, 
kad  not  been  so  oonvuUed  wi(h 
riots  and  partial  insurrections  since 
the  ciTil  wars  as  during  the  short 
time  of  Wilkes's  popularity,  of  the 
dreadful  cffitots  of  which  we  shall 
addoce  some  instances. 

These  disgraceful  tumults,  and 
the  lenity,  or,  as  some  would  have 
it,  the  tin^idily  of  government, 
spread  disaffection  into  all  classes 
of  mechanics,  who,  thinking  the 
time  at  hand  when  they  might  ex- 
act  what  wages  they  pleased,  and, 
perhaps,  beyond  their  masters'  pro. 
fits,  struck  their  work.* 

The  sailors  also,  following  the 
example  of  the  landsmen,  went  in  a 
body  of  many  thousands,  with 
drums  beating  and  colours  flying, 
to  St.  James's  Palace,  an4  pre- 
sented  a  petition  to  the  king,  pray, 
ing  a  ^  Relief  of  Grievances.'  Two 
days  afterwards  they  assembled  in 
much  greater  numbers,  and  pro« 
ceedod  as  far  as  Palace  Yard,  in 
order  to  petition  Parliament  for  an 
increase  of  wages ;  where  they  were 
addressed  by  two  gentlemen  stand- 
Ing  on  the  top  of  a  hackney  coach, 
who  told  them  that  their  petition 
could  not  be  immediately  attended 
to,  but  that  it  would  be  const, 
dered  and  answered  in  due  time, 
whereupon  the  tars  gave  three 
cheers,  and  for  a  while'  dispersed. 
A  short  time  afterwards,  however, 
they  assembled  at  Limchouse^  and, 


boarding  Several  outward-bound 
vessels,  forcibly  cairied  away  their 
crews,  under  pretence  of  not  sufler- 
ing  ships  to  sail  until  the  seamen's 
wa^es  were  increased. 

The  watermen  of  the  Thames  as. 
sembled  in  a  body  before  the  Man. 
sion  House,  and  complained  to  the 
lord  mayor  of  the  low  prices  of 
their  fares ;  when  his  lordship  ad- 
vised them  to  draw  up  a  petition  to 
parliament,  which  he  would  himself 
present;  upon  which  they  gave  him 
three  cheers,  and  departed* 

The  Spital  Fields'  wearers  pro. 
cecded  to  greater  outrages.  A 
great  number  of  them  forcibly  en^ 
tered  the  house  of.  Mr.  Nathapiel 
Farr,  in  Pratt's  Alley,  aqd  cut  to 
pieces  and  destroyed  the  silk-work 
manufactory  in  two  different  loon^s. 
They  forcibly  entered  the  house  of 
his  relation,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Pratt, 
in  the  same  alley,  and  murdered  ^ 
lad  of  seventeen  years  of  age^  by 
shooting  him  through  the  head  witk 
a  pistol  loaded  with  slugs.  A  re- 
ward was  promised  for  apprehending 
these  rioters,  and  his  majesty's  par. 
don  offered  to  him  who  discovered 
the  murderer. 

The  sawyers,  assembling  in  large  . 
bodies,  pulled  down  the  saw.mi)l, 
lately  erected  at  a  great  expense, 
op  pretence  that  it  deprived  many 
workmen  of  employment. .  They 
also  wanted  mpre  wages.   . 

The  hatters   at    the  same  time 


*  Another  instance  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  lower  order  oTthciicoinniQuity,  and  ihe  lazily 
9(  governmeiiti  way  be  adduced  from  ^c  circumstance  of  an  assault  made  upon  Emer- 
aon,  one  of  the  constables  of  St.  Bride's^Fleet  Street,  'flic  aggressor  was  a  woman  of  the 
low  Hibernian  race,  who,  m  $pmtt,  wa^  bawling  out  '  Wilkes  and  liberty !'  Mr.  Cor.- 
ttable  apprehended  ber^and  she  defended  herself  according  to  the  pugilistic  system. 

Her  deftf  nee  on  her  trial  was  pithy,  and  to  the  point : 

'  May  it  pleases  your  Worships*  Honours ;  I  was  going  home,  right  quietly,  with  no* 
body  with  me  but  myself;  and  just  as  I  waa  singing  out  praises  for  the  dare  trature 
Wiuea,  tbot  black  whoreson  dog  took  the  Uherly  to  take  me  up ;  and  so  d'jf e  see>  on'C 
please  yoor  Honours'  Worships,  i  took  the  libdrUf  of  breaking  hi*  head,  and  sore  that^was 
nothingat  alt  at  all.' 

The  Coart  fined  her  a  shilling,  which  she  paid,  ubserving  '  That  it  was  a  cheap  ro;T, 
to  break' an  English  constable's  head  for  a  tirteen.'  The  reader  most  observe  that,  in 
Irtland^  a  shilling  passes  for  tbirteenpence.  ■  * 
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i^uck,  and  demaaded  increased 
wages;  bat  we  do  not  hear  of  any 
outrages  being  committed  by  them. 

The  labourthg  husbandmen  rose 
in  several  parts  of  England,  In  or. 
der  to  reduce  the  price  of  grain. 

At  Tenterden,  in  Kent,  a  pa))er 
was  posted  on  the  church  door, 
threatenbig  the  farmers  if  they  re« 
fused  to  seH  their  wheat  at  ten 
pounds  a  load,  and  the  millers  if 
they  gave  more ;  and  exciting  all 
the  poor  to  assemble,  and  raise  a 
mob,  and  those  who  refused  were 
to  have  their  right  arms  broken. 

At  Hastings,  in  Sussex,  the  mob 
committed  various  outrages  on  the 
farmers  in  that  neighbourhood,  and 
threatened  the  lifo  of  a  justice  of 
tlio  peace  for  attempting  to  com« 
nh  one  of  them  to  prison. 

The  journeymen  coopers  at  Li. 
▼erpool  also  rose  in  a  body,  and 
forced  one  of  their  masters  on  a 
pole,  and  in  a  cruel  manner  carried 
bim  through  the  streets,  pretending 
he  had  hurt  the  trade. 

The  folly  of  popular  commotion 
was  never  better  exempllBed  than 
hk  tho  case  of  Wilkes,  whose  pa. 
triotism  was  accidental  and  merce. 
nary ;  for  his  letters  to  his  daughter 
deariy  show  the  contempt  with 
which  lie  regarded  the  enthusiasm 
in  bis  Ikvour,  and  the  object  he  had 
in  view  in  exciting  hatred  against 
the  government.  Many  of  the  de« 
luded  people  who  shouted  <  Wilkes 
and  liberty'  were  severely  injured 


in  the  riots ;  and  others  were  snb. 
sequently  punished  by  th^  outraged 
laws  of  the  country.  In  a  short 
time  the  commotion  subsided,  and 
the  author  of  them  sunk  into  com- 
parativeobscurity,  in  which  he  con. 
tinued  until  his  death  in  1797,  at 
the  age  of  Mventy. 

Wilkes's  character,  with  alt  its 
faults,  has  been  blackened  much 
more  than  it  deserved.  He  was  a 
gentleman  of  elegant  manners,  fine 
taste,  and  pleasing  conversation. 
Amidst  all  the  vicissitudes^  of  life, 
he  spared  some  time  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  classical  learning,  and,  in 
1790,  published,  for  private  distri* 
bution,  splendid  editions  of  the 
Characters  of  Theophrastus  and  the 
Poems  of  Catullus ;  he  had  also 
made  considerable  progress  in  a 
translation  of  Anacreon.  His  Lc^U 
ters  and  Speeches  appeared  during 
his  life,  in  three  volumes ;  he  also 
published  a  volume  of  Speeches  him. 
self,  and,  in  1788,  a  single  sheet  In 
defence  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Hastings, 
wbich  was  by  many  considered  the 
ablest  exculpation  of  that  gentle, 
man  which  had  appeared  in  print. 
Many  other  of  his  occasional  effu. 
sions  are  scattered  through  the 
newspapers  and  magazines  of  the 
day,  but  the  principal  of  them  are  to 
be  found  in  a  work,  in  five  volunles, 
entitled  *The  Correspondence  ot 
John  Wilkes,  Esq.  with  bis  Friends, 
with  Memoirs  of  his  Life  by  John 
Almon.' 


JAMES  MURPHY  ANB  JOHN  DOGAN, 

EXECUTED  FOE  BEING  CONCERNED  IN  W1LKB8?S  RIOTS* 

The  fiM  and  most  daring  mob    demand,  they  were  attacked,  and 

various    dreadful    skirmbhes    en. 
sued. 

The  rioters  then  went  oil  board 
the  coaLships,  and  obliged  the  men 
who  were  at  work  to  leave  off;  so 
that  the  business  of  delivering  slups 
in  the  riVcr  wu  totally  at  a  stand. 


during  these  riots  was  occasioned 
by  the  coaKheavers,  of  which  gang 
.were  Murphy  and  Dogan. 

They  demanded  an  increase  of 
wages ;  and,  because  the  sailors  in 
the  coal-ships  would  not  second 
their     unlawful    and     exorbitant 
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Thej  com^laindd  Citat  their  em- 
plojers,  called  (Undertakers,  .op. 
prised  them  in  varioas  shapes;  cur. 
tailed  the  wa^es  paid  to  them,  not 
in  moDcjr,  but  iii  liquor  aiid  goods 


coaUbeaYers  sallied  out  from  their 
lurkkig-holes,  and  continued  their 
riotous  practices.  The  sessions^ 
howef  er,^ere  at  hand^and  Murphy 
and  Dogan,  two  of  the  most  active^ 


of  a  bad  quality ;  and  that  those"  who  had  been  secured  at  the  affray 
undertakers  got  fortunes  while  t bay    wherein  the  soldiers  were  killed^ 


aiid  their  families  were  starring. 

One  day  they  proceeded,  with 
colours  flying  and  drums  beating 
towards  ihe  Palace  Yard,  as  they 
said,  to  lay  their  complaints  before 
the  king;  but  were  met  l)y  the 
justices,  with  Sir  John  Fieldnug  at 
their  hwd,  who,  #ith  teudhefftrea. 
tjj  prerailed  oti  th^iki  to  return. 

C>n  the  12th  of  June  theii*  ^o^ 
lence  arri? ed  16  fftfeK  &  heighi  tMiC 
the  military  was  called  in  to  the  sfs* 
sistance  of  (he  citII  ^wer. 

The  desperadoes  eten  attacked 
the  soldiers,  who  fired  upon  them. 
Which  killed  several  rioters,  and 
who,  in  return,  murdered  three  of 
their  opponents. 

Twenty  of  the  leaders  were  se- 
cured, and  committed  to  prison*  A 
monthly  publication  at  the  tine,  on 
this  subject,  says,  <  The  gaols  are 
full  of  these  fellows,  who  would 
neither  work,  nor  let  others  work, 
to  that  the  business  of  the  river  has 
been  greatly  obstructed.' 

Nothing  intimidated  the  rioters, 
who  for  some  time  paraded  the 
streets  in  large  bodies,  armed  with 
Ctttiasses,  bludgeonf^  and  other  of- 
fensiYe  weapons,  crying  out  *  Five 
pounds  for  a  sailor's  head,  and 
twenty  for  a  master's !  We'll  cut 
the  lightermen's  throats,  and  mur- 
der all  the  masters,  bum  their 
houses,  and  set  fire  to  their  ships. , 
In  tbb  daring  manner  they  con- 
tinued to  terrify  those  concerned 
at  the  water-side.  The  military  fre-^ 
quently  dispersed  them ;  but  no 
sooner  were  they  retired  than  the 


were  convicted  of  the  murders, 
sentenced  to  death,  and  their  bodies 
to  be  delivered  to  the  surgeons  for 
dbsection.  ' 

Qn  the  morning  of  their  eiecu- 
tioB,  which  took  place  at  Tyburn, 
Jufy  the  11th,  1708,  a  great  dum- 
ber of  Irhh  iromes  assembled  at 
$Ui<geons'  fiall,  antf  set  up  thefu- 
fteraf  hot^l  of  their  country*  upon 
the.  hnMies  bei«f  6irried  into  the 
hall  fo^  dissection,  pursuant  to  the 
sentence ;  nor  #omd  they  disperse 
totil  they  found  no  hof^  of  res. 
cuing  their  ^  deiir  6ountrjmen,' 
whose  deaA  {hey  insisted  was  ^ 
<  big  burniog  shame.' 

This  example  Intimidated  the  re- 
mainder of  the  discontented  rabble, 
who  were  soon  glad  to  be  again 
taken  into  their  former  employ. 

On  the  2Cth  of  the  same  month 
seven  more  of  the  riotous  coal- 
heavers,  having  been  tried,  found 
guilty,  and  condemned  at  tiie  Old 
Bailey,  were  carried  from  Newgate 
to  the'  Sun  Tavern  Fields,  the  spot 
of  their  riot,  and  executed  pursuant 
to  their  sentence. 

The  whole  of  the  Lbndoti  con. 
stables  and  peace-officers  w^r^,  by 
the  sheriffs,  ordered  to  attend  tiie 
execution.  A  party  of  the  guatds 
was  posted  in  readiness,  iii  case  of 
any  attempt  to  rescue  the  ctilprits ; 
but  though  more  than  fifty  thousand 
people,  on  a  moderate  calculation, 
were  present  at  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, no  disturbai\Ce  happened,  atid 
the  guards  never  appeared  in  sight 
of  them. 

•  Formerly,  in  lb©  country  parUof  Ireland,  where  a  corpse  m  tometioies  carried  several 
miles  for  interdient,  the  women,  as  the  procession  passes  on  tlie  road,  set  ap  a  moornful 
ery,  which  they  call  Kaning^B,  costom  now  nearly  extinct. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


408       JINAPP  k  BALDWIN'*  NEWGATE  CALENDAR. 


Hamkhu  and  the  Riaten  before  the  Maniion  House, 
WILLIAM  HAWKINS  AND  JOSEPH  WILD, 

INDICTED  FOR  KIOTIMO. 


At  the  sessions  of  the  Old  Bai- 
ley for  July,  1768,  William  Haw. 
kins  and  Joseph  Wild  were  tried 
for  assaulting  and  wounding  two  of 
the  servants  of  the  lord  mayor  of 
London,  and  for  other  unlawful 
acts  against  the  peace  of  our  sove- 
reign  lord  the  king. 

On  the  part  of  the  prosecution 
the  first  witness  called  was  Mr. 
Way,  a  gentleman  who  was  acci. 
dentally  passing  on  the  eyening  of 
this  riot.  He  deposed  that  he  saw 
a  crowd  of  people  carrying  a  gib- 
bet, on  which  hung  a  boot  and  a 
petticoat,  and  making  a  stand  at  the 
Mansion  House;  he  saw  the  lord 
mayor  come  out,  and  rush  among 
the  people  who  carried  the  gibbet, 
on  which  an  affray  began,  and  he 
presently  heard  the  words  ^KTiock 
hin\  down,  knock  him  down  !*   At 


this  instant  he  saw  the  prisoner, 
Hawkins,  laying  about  him  with  a 
stick,  which  he  afterwards  found 
was  stuck  with  nailS|  and  be  saw 
him  strike  one  or  two  people,  who 
proYcd  to  be  his  lordship's  ser- 
vants.  Th^  then  seized  Hawkins, 
and  were  dragging  him  into  the 
Mansion  House ;  but  the  mob  res. 
cued  him,  and  he  was  making  off, 
when  the  witness  collared  him,  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  wounded 
servants,  secured  him  in  the  Man- 
sion House. 

Philip  Pyle  swore  that,  being  In 
waiting  upon  the  lord  mayor  the 
night  of  the  riot  (the  9th  of  May, 
the  next  day  after  the  outlawiy 
against  Wilkes  was  reversed),  he 
observed  a  great  mob  advancing 
witk  a  gibbet,  a  boot  and  a  petticoat 
hanging,  upon  it;   and  being  or- 
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dered  by  hit  lordship  to  seize  it, 
he  gave  it  a  shake,  which  obliged 
the  mob  to  quit  it ;  that  he  was 
pulling  it  along,  when  a  man,  whom 
he  believed  to  be  the  prisoner 
Hawkins,  caught  a  flambeau  out  of 
his  hand,  and  broke  his  head  with 
it  in  several  places.  Dropping  the 
gibbet,  he  recovered  the  flambeau, 
And  made  a  stroke  at  tha  assailants 
(for  there  were  now  two  or  three 
striking  at  him)^  and  was  endeavor. 
ing  to  retreat  for  fear  of  falling,  in 
which  case,  he  said,  he  must  un- 
doubtediy  have  been  murdered, 
when  he  received  several  blows  on 
his  head  with  a  stick  stuck  full  of 
nails,  which  happened  to  fly  out  of 
the  prisoner's,  Hawkins,  hand,  and 


his  fellow. servant  snatched  it  up*. 
The  prisoner  then  endeavored  to 
defend  himself  with  his  hands,  but 
the  witness  dragged  him,  in  his 
rage,  near  twenty  yards  through 
the  mob ;  but  when  he  had  got  him 
within  ten  yards  of  the  Mansion 
House  the  mob  rescued  him,  and 
when  he  was  making  oflf  Mr.  Way 
collared  him,  and  brought  him 
back. 

Thomas  Woodward,  another 
servant  of  the  lord  mayor,  corro. 
borated  the  evidence  of  the  two 
former  witnesses. 

There  being  no  positive  proof 
against  the  prisoner  Wild,  he  was 
acquitted ;  but  Hawkins  was  found 
guilty,  and  sentenced  to  death. 


ELIZABETH  RICHARDSON, 

EXECUTED  POtt  TUE  MUUDER  OF  MR.  PIMLOT. 


This  unhappy  woman  was  se- 
duced from  the  precepts  of  virtue 
and  honour  at  an  early  period  of 
life ;  and,  after  subsisting  some 
years  on  the  wages  of  casual  pros- 
titution, she  was  taken  into  keep- 
ing by  Mr.  Pimlot,  an  attorney.at- 
law,  who  had  chambers  hi  Sy  mond's 
Inn. 

Whether  she  had  canse  for  jea- 
lousy is  uncertain ;  but  she  was  in- 
flamed with  that  passion  to  a  de- 
gree of  Tiolence,  and  frequently 
went  to  his  chambers  in  the  expec- 
tation of  finding  him  engaged  with 
some  other  woman. 

On  a  Sunday  evening  Mr.  Pimlot 
was  engaged  with  some  friends  at  a 
house  in  Fleet  Street ;  and  Richard- 
son going  to  bis  chambers,  and  find- 
ing him  not  there,  determined  to 
wait  till  his  return.  About  twelve 
o'clock  Mr.  Pimlot  entered  his 
chambers,  without  being  perceived 
by  the  woman^  and  went  to  bed. 

Id  about  half  an  hour  she  re- 
turned to  the  chambers,  and  in  a 
most  riotous  manner  insisted  upon 


being  admitted,  declaring  with  hor- 
rid imprecations  that  she  would 
not  depart  till  she  had  seen  Mr. 
Pimlot,  who  for  some  time  made  no 
answer ;  which  exasperating  her  to 
still  greater  outrage,  she  gave  vent 
to  her  passion  in  the  most  profane 
language,  and^  after  breaking  one 
of  the  panes  of  the  window,  she 
went  towards  the  passage  leading  to 
Chancery  Lane ;  but,  turning  back, 
she  was  met  by  Mr.  Pimlot,  who 
gave  her  into  custody  of  the  watch. 
She  was  no  sooner  taken  into  cus- 
tody than,  with  a  sharp-pointed 
pen-knife,  with  a  blade  about  two 
inches  long,  she  struck  Mr.  Pimlot 
under  the  left  breast.  The  watch- 
man said,  ^Ton  break  the  peace, 
madam,  and  I  must  take  you  to 
the  watch-bouse.'  Immediately  af- 
ter this,  Mr.  Fmilot,  taking  the 
knife  from  the  wound,  said,  in  a 
faint  and  tromnlous  voice,  ^  Here, 
,  watchman,  take  this  knife ;  she  has 
stabbed  me.' 

Mr.  Pimlot    proceeded    to  the 
watch-house,  being  followed  by  the 
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c^VrtsUble  and  Mb  pritoner.  -  He  sat 
ddwn  in  the  constable's  chair,  and, 
opening  his  waistcoat,  the  blo6d 
was  seen  issuing  from  his  woond  ; 
afnd,  leaning  down  his  head,  he  pre- 
sently eipired,  without  speaking. 
The  knife  was  examined,  and  blood 
appeared  upon  the  l>lade. 

When  she  perceived  the  blood  is. 
Sttiog  from  Mr.  Pimlot's  wound, 
she  clasped  her  hands,  and  ex- 
claitned  <  What  ItaTC  I  done  ?  O, 
Mr.  Wilson  !  it  was  I  that  did  this 
Hhocking  deed  ;  instantly  send  for 
a  surgeon — send  fof  a  surgeon.  I 
hare  murdered,  I  fear  I  have  mur. 
dcred,  my  dear  Pimlot !'.  She  was 
Immediately  sent  to  New  Prison ; 
and  her  tears,  and  other  passionate 
expressions  of  sorrow,  proved  her 
to  be  deeply  penetrated  by  affile* 
tion  for  the  crime  she  had  com- 
mitted. 

:  A  watchman  was  sent  for  Mr. 
Minors,  a  surg<eon,  in  Chancery 
Lane ;  but,  he  being  in  bed,  two  of 
th  pupils  accompanied  the  watch- 
mart ;  but  upon  their  arrival  they 
found  the  getitleman  dead. 

On  ffie  following  day  the  body 
was  opened  by  Mr.  Minors,  who 
found  that  the  heart  was  penc- 
ft^ated,  and  that  the  wound  exactly 
^rresponded  %ith  the  figure  of  the 
knife.  The  Coroner's  jury  being 
inmmoned,  averdict  of  Wilful  Mur- 
der  was  found  against^ the  prisoner, 
who  was  brought  to  trial  at  the 
next  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey ; 
and,  beitig  found  guilty  on  the  most 


indisputable  etidence,  she  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  executed  on  the  foU 
lowing  Monday. 

The  time  for  her  execution  was 
prolonged,  on  account  of  the  she. 
riffs  being  obliged  to  attend  the 
election  of  members  of  parliament 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

From  the  time  of  her  committing 
the  murder  to  that  of  her  death 
this  unhappy  woman  employed  her- 
self in  a  truly  contrite  manner,  re- 
gularly attending  public  dcYotions, 
and  at  other  times  engaged  in 
earnest  prayer^  and  in  reading  such 
religious  books  and  scriptural  pas- 
sages as  were  recommended  to  her 
perusal.  She  regretted  the  wicked 
course  of  life  she  l^  led,  uid  de- 
clared that  the  crime  of  spilling  in- 
nocent blood  was  Insupportably  af- 
flicting. She  was  executed  at  Ty- 
burn, December  21st,  1768. 

The  closing  scene  of  this  seduced 
female  was  a  picture  of  penitence. 
—After  her  body  had  bung  the 
usual  time  it  was  carried  to  Sur- 
geons' Hall  for  dissection. 

Let  the  untimely  fate  of  Mr. 
Pimlot,  and  the  disgraceful  death 
of  Elizabeth  Richardson,  remain  a 
dread  lesson  to  each  sex.  Females, 
avoid  the  arts  of  men  !  and  ye,  se- 
ducers of  innocence,  be  careful  how 
you  form  connexions  with  her 
who,  once  ruined,  becomes  aban- 
doncd  to  misery,  and  seeks  retalia- 
tion on  the  sex  by  whom  sbe  was 
betrayed ! 


JOHN  ANDREW  MARTIN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  ^toLARY. 


Tj^s  malefiactor  was  a  native  of 
Norway,  and,  being  bred  a  seaman, 
he  Cdntinued  in  that  capacity  seve- 
fal  years,  during  which'  he  gave 
frequent  proofs  of  being  addicted 
to  thiering,  and  other  infamous 
practices. 


At  length  he  quitted  the  maritime 
way  of  life,  and  came  to  London, 
i!^here  he  married  a  young  woman^ 
by  whom  he  had  two  chimren. 

Martin  had  not  been  long  in 
the  metropolis  before  ht  determined 
to  commence   housebreaker,    and 
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oirefiUy  to  ttrM  joining  with  any 
accomplices,  lett  such  a  measure 
sboold  lead  to  a  discovery  of  his 
gaiU. 

Ho  liired  handsome  lodfktf|;s  in 
theMinories,  and,  from  hif  appear, 
ance  and  manner,  the  people  of  the 
house  tmagined  liim  to  be  a  gentW- 
man  of  ifldcrpendent  fortune.  This 
farorable  opinion,  however,  was 
frustrated  upon  his  being  twice  ap. 
prehanded  on  taspicion  of  bur- 
glariont  practices,  though  neither  of 
then  covid  be  proved  against  him. 

It  woukl  be  wholly  needless  to  re- 
cord tfaa  numerous  felonies  of  which 
Martin  was  goBty,  as  they  were  not 
attended  with  remarkable  circum- 
stances,  or  perpetrated  In  such  man- 
ner as  to  admit  of  much  variety  in 
relation.  We  shall  therefore  con. 
ittO  ourselves  to  the  fact  for  which 
be  safi^red. 

licarning  that  Mr.  Valentine 
Kttight,  a  jewellor,  of  Noble  Street, 
ntar  Cheapside,  constantly  kept  a 
stock  of  valna^le  articles  in  his 
bouse— that  He  was  confined  to  his 
bed,  ai|d  that  the  family  consisted 
ot  the  sick  man,  his  wif4»,  a  servant 
nuyd,  aa  apprentice,  and  a  lodger, 
nmioi  Reynoldson,  and  his  wife, 
and  that  the  family  slept  in  the 
upper  apa»tments-^he  determined 
to  rob  the  house. 

Having  provided  himself  with 
proper  implements,  he  tore  up  the 
flap  of  the  cellar-window,  and  then, 
forcing  open  the  door  leading  to 
the  passage  on  the  ground  Hoor,  he 
easUy  gafned  admittance  to  the  par- 
lour, the  door  of  which  was  fast- 
ened by  a  brass  spring-lock  ud  a 
strong  padlock*  In  the  partfKi'  he 
perceived  a  bureau,  secured'liy  an 
iron  bar,  with  a  strong  padlock ; 
and  on  the  bureau  a  mahogany  case, 
Mied  up  with  sro^ll  drawers  and 
glass  folding-doors.  Ho  wrenched 
the  bar  from  the  btfreau,  dnd  stole 
thereout  divers  valuable  articles; 


and  from  the  glazed  ca^  he  took 
three  drawers,  containing  divers 
sorts  of  jewellery  work. 

Abou^t  three  in  the  morning  Mr. 
Reynoldson  alarmed  Mrs.  Knight, 
saying  he  believed  robbers  had 
broke  into  the  house.  Mrs.  Knight 
presently  followed  her  lodger  down 
stairs  5  but  the  villain  had  escaped, 
tho«igh  with  a  less  valuable  booty 
than  he  would  have  obtained  had 
he  not  been  interrupted. 

Mrs.  Knight  lodged  speedy  in- 
formation of  the  robbery  at  Sir 
John  Fielding's  office ;  and  hand- 
bills, particularizing  the  stolen  ef- 
fects, were  soon  distrrbnted  among 
the  pawnbrokers  and  silversmiths  in 
the  metropolis  and  its  adjacencies. 

About  a  month  after  the  rob- 
bery a  discovery  took  place  in  the 
following  manner  :--*Martin  called 
upon  Mr.  Davii,  in  the  Minories, 
and  oflfered  him  for  sale  seven  pair 
of  garnet  ear.ring»,  set  in  gold,  and 
fifteen  pair  of  gold  buttons.  Davis 
desired  Martin  (with  whom  he  had 
been  long  acquainted,  though  he 
was  wholly  ignorant  of  his  villain. 
OQs  practices)  to  call  for  an  answer 
at  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day ;  and  in  the  mean  thne 
sent  his  son  to  a  jeweHer  named 
Win  tie,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  estimate  the  Talue  of  the 
goods. 

Upon  examining  the  articles,  Mr. 
Wintle  concluded  them  to  be  part 
of  what  had  been  stolen  from  Mr* 
Knight  He  immediately  earned 
the  goods  to  Noble  Street,  and 
they  were  identified  by  Mrs.  Knight. 
Hereupon  Mr.  Wintle  and  Mr. 
Pearce  nent  to  Davis's  house,  and 
waited  till  the  arrival  of  Martin, 
when  he  was  taken  into  /ustody, 
and  charged  with  the  robbery,  of 
which  he  obstinately  persisted  in 
(feclaring  himself  Innocent.  A  hack- 
ney coach  beingcalled  for  conveying 
the  prisoner  to  "Sir  John  Fieldihgs* 
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ofice,  he  had  hq  sooner  entered 
the  Tehicle  than  be  attempted  te 
escape  at  the  opposite  door,  buf 
was  pre? ented  by  the  constable. 

Upon  bis  examination  there  ap. 
peared  great  reason  to  belie?e  him 
guilty,  and  he  was  therefore  com. 
mitted  to  prison,  and  a  warrant 
granted  tor  searching  his  lodgings. 

Mr.  Win  tie  and  other  gentlemen 
attended  the  .search  ;  and  the  pri- 
soner's apartments  were  foand  to 
contain  watches,  jewellery  work, 
linen,  china,  silks,  and  divers  other 
kinds  of  effects,  tp  a  very  great 
amount.  It  was  his  custom  to 
keep  the  stolen  goods  some  weeks 
in  his  posseiAiion  before  offering 
them  for  sale,  that  he  might  be  less 
liable  to  detection. 

The  property  being  conveyed  to 
Sir  John  Fielding's  office,  a  great 
number  of  shopkeepers  and  other 
persons  attended,  and  claimed  the 
several  articles  that  had  been  stolen 
from  them. 

Martin  solicited  to  be  admitted 
an  evidence  for  the  crown,  alleging 
that  it  was  in  his  power  to  make 
dbcoreries  that  would  prove  highly 
beneficial  to  the  public:  but  his  re- 
,qaest  was  denied.  He  afterwards 
acknowledged  that  he  had  no  ac- 
complices, and  declared  that  he  bad 
never  entertained  the  idea  of  pre. 
serving  hu  own  life  by  accusing  the 
innocent* 


While  he  was  under  confinement 
this  unhappy  man  liehaved  in  a  de. 
cent  and  penitent  manner,  being 
daily  attended  by  two  Lutheran 
ministers,  who  remained  with  him 
on  the  morning  of ^  his  execution 
from  about  six  o'clock  till  near 
nine^  when  he  was  called,  into  the 
Press. yard,  where  he  found  scTcral 
relations  waiting  to  take  a  last  fare- 
well. 

He  read  and  prayed  alternately 
in  his  way  to  the  place  of  execution, 
where  he  addressed  the  populace, 
exhorting  them  strictly  to  adhere 
to  the  principles  of  honesty,  as  the 
means  of  ensuring  substantial  hap- 
piness.  He  then  sung  a  psalm,  and, 
having  prayed  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  he  suffered  the  sentence  of 
the  law. 

John  Andrew  Martin  was  exe^ 
coted  at  Tyburn  on  the  llth  of 
January,  1769. 

Wealth  obtained  by  illegal  prac- 
tices will  ever  become  a  torment  to. 
the  possessor;  for  be  must  be  in 
continual  apprehension  that  his  in- 
famously  acquired    property    will, 
prove  the  means  of  discovering  his 
guilt.     Let  our  readers  be  apprized 
that  even  the  scanty  wages  of  honest, 
industry  will  prove  the  source  of 
infinitely   higher  satisfaction  than 
can  possibly  arise  from  the  utmost 
profusion  gained  by  a  forfeiture  of 
integrity. 


MOSES  ALEXANDER, 

SXBCUTXO  FOE  FOBOERT. 


Thb  unhappy  man,  whose  me-, 
moirs  it  is  our  present  task  to  re- 
cord, was  a  native  of  the  city  of 
Glasgow,  in  North  Britain.  He 
was  scarcely  arrived  to  manhoo4 
when  he  travelled  to  London ;  and 
for  scToral  years  he  carried  a  pack 
about  the  country,  retailing  dif. 
ferent  sorts  of  goods ;  but  linen  was 
the  principal  article  in  which  he 


dealt.  He  was  naturally  of  an  in- 
dustrious disposition ;  and  his  in- 
dustry procured  him  success.  He 
made  overtures  of  marriage  to  a 
young  vioman  who  had  two  uncles 
possessed  of  considerable  property ; 
and  knowing  that  they  intended  to 
give  her  a  marriage  portion,  and  to 
make  her  their  heir,  he  gained  cre- 
dit for  a  large  assortment  of  linen. 
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drapcrj  goods,  and  opened  a  ware- 
house on  FUh  Street  Hill,  with  a 
▼lew  of  giving  himself  conseqaence 
with  his  intended  bride  and  her 
wealthy  relatives. 

The  yoang  woman's  relations, 
believing  Alexander  to  be  in  flou- 
rishing circumstances,  gave  their 
consent  to  the  marriage,  which  was 
in  a  short  time  solemnized;  and 
soon  afterwards  he  connected  him- 
self in  partnership  with  a  linen- 
draper  in  Holborn,  named  Nicol, 
who  was  a  man  of  unblemished  in- 
tcgrity,  but  encumbered  with  a 
numerous  family  and  some  pecu- 
niary embarrassments. 

Mr.  Nicol  being  perfectly  con- 
versant In  the  wholesale  branch  of 
the  linen  trade,  it  was  agreed  that 
he  should  travel  to  Manchester, 
Glasgow,  and  other  places,  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  goods.  Alex- 
aitder  kept  the  circumstance  of  his 
partnership  a  profound  secret  from 
his  wife's  relations ;  but,  after  he 
had  obtained  from  thein  several 
considerable  sums,  the  matter  was 
divulged  in  the  following  man- 
ner:— 

One  of  his  wife's  uncles  hap. 
pened  to  be  in  Alexander's  count- 
ing-house, when  a  bill  waA  brought 
for  acceptance,  payable  by  Alex- 
ander and  Nicol.  Hereupon  the 
gentleman  upbraidedAlexander  for 
concealing  from  him  so  material  a 
circumstance  as  that  of  his  being 
connected  fn  partnership  :  the  other 
declared  that  no  partnership  sub- 
sisted ;  that  Nicol  was  no  more 
tran  hb  servant,  and  had  inserted 
his  own  name  in  the  draft  either 
through  mbtake  or  Tillainy. 

Mr.  Nicol  returned  to  London 
In  about  two  months,  when  Alex, 
ander  denied  his  having  a  right  to 
part  of  the  business,  and  said  he 
would  submit  the  decision  of  the 
case  to  the  Cqnrt  of  Chancery. 

Though  articles  of  co-partner- 


ship had  been  regularly  executed, 
Mr.  Nicol  was  averse  to  uiTolving 
^himself  in  an  expensive  suit  of  law, 
which  he  feared  his  circamstances 
would  not  enable >him  to  support ; 
and  therefore  he  declined  engaging 
in  a  tedious  contention  with  a  man 
who  had  treated  him  in  so  injurioiu 
a  manner. 

The  difference  between  Nicol 
and  Alexander  took  place  In  the 
summer  of  1765 ;  and  about  efght 
months  afterwards  the  latter,  who 
had  quitted  his  house  on  Fish  Street 
Hill,  and  opened  a  warehouse  In 
Tooley  Street,  Southwark,  failed  to 
the  amount  of  about  sixty  thousand 
pounds ;  and  it  was  then  publicly 
known  that  he  was  the  principal 
of  a  great  number  of  retail  shops 
established  in  different  parts  of  the 
town,  under  a  variety  of  names; 
and  it  was  considered  as  an  extr^ 
ordinary  circumstance  that,  with  a 
capital  so  very  inadequate  to  the 
extensive  trade  into  which  he  had 
launched,  he  should  be  able  to  sup* 
port  his  credit  for  so  long  a  period : 
but  the  public  surpise  abated  when 
It  was  discovered  that  he  had  chiefly 
depended  on  the  circulation  of 
notes  of  hand  and  bills  of  exchange. 

Some  time  having  elapsed,  h^  en- 
gaged again  In  business,  and  a 
second  failure  took  place,  though 
f  )r  a  sum  greatly  inferior  to  the 
claims  of  his  former  creditors. 

He  had  now  no  expectations  of 
assistance  from  his  wife's  relations; 
but  he  contrived  means  for  esta- 
blishing himself  again  in  business, 
which  he  was  the  better  enabled  to 
carry  en  by  means  of  noter  of  hand 
being  frequently  lent  him  by  a  man 
named  Brown. 

Brown  was  in  France  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  1768;  and 
about  that  time  he  became  coti- 
nccted  with  one  Aked,  of  J^eeds, 
in  Yorkshire,  whose  notes  he  passed 
for  the  support  of  his  drooping  era- 
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dit  io  the  manner  that  he  had  for- 
merly negotiated  those  of  Brown. 

Alexander  had  borrowed  eighty 
pounds  on  a  note  of  Aked's,  in- 
dorsed in  the  name  of  Brown,  for 
ninety-eight  pounds,  six  shillings  ; 
and  it  not  being  paid  when  due,  he 
gave  Mr,  Fryar,  who  had  advanced 
the  money,  another  note,  as  colla- 
teral security,  assuring  him  that  in 
a  few  days  the  notes  should  be  re- 
deemed. 

At  length  Fryar  accused  Alex- 
ander of  forgery  ;  and  he  was  com- 
mitted to  Newgate.  He  was  ac- 
quitted on  indictments  found  against 
him  for  two  other  offences  of  a  si. 
milar  nature ;  but,  though  several 
witnesses  swore  the  writing  was  not 
the  prisoner's,  he  was  convicted  of 
forging  the  indorsement  on  the  bill 
for  ninety.eight  pounds,  six  shil. 
lings*  Brown  would  have  proved 
the  most  material  witness  ;  and,  had 
he  been  in  £ngland,  the  prisoner 
would,  perhaps,  have  derived  great 
advantage  from  his  evidence* 

The  behaviour  of  Alexander  in 
Newgate  was  such  as  could  on  no 
account  be  disapproved  in  a  man 
under  his  unhappy  circumstances ; 
and  he  entertained  strong  hopes  of 
being  considered  as  an  object  of  the 
royal  mercy.  From  a  variety  of 
circumstances  great  numbers  of 
people  believed  him  ,to  be  innocent 
of  the  fact ;  and  very  powerful  in- 
terest was  made  for  preserving  his 
life. 

On  the  morning  appointed  for 
his  execution  he  was  respited  for  a 
week:  before  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  and  it  being  represented 
that  messengers  were  gone  to 
France  in  search  of  Brown,  he  was 
respited  for  a  week  longer. 

Brown's  affidavit  was  brought 
from  France,  expressing  (bat  he 
wrote  the  indorsement  that  Alex- 
ander had  been  charged  with  forg- 
ing.   The  affidavit  Uping  carried  to 


his  majesty  at  Richmond,  he  was 
pleased  to  refer  the  matter  to  Lord 
Weymouth ;  but  his  lordship's  in- 
terference could  not  be  obtained, 
he  bcin^  then  at  his  country  seat. 

The  sheriffs  attended  at  Newgate 
the  nest  morning,  in  ocder  to  con- 
duct the  prisoner  to  tlie  plaoe  of 
execution.  He  informed  them  that 
his  friends  were  gone  to^Richmond, 
to  make  anecond  application  to  the 
king  ;  and  they  consented  to  defer 
their  melancholy  office  till  the  it* 
sue  of  the  intercession  should  be 
known. 

No  further  respite  being  ob- 
tained, the  prisoner  was  taken  from 
Newgate  about  half  past  twelve 
o'clock,  attended  by  a  dissenting 
minif  tp,  with  whom  he  prayed  ia 
an  earnest  and  devout  manner.  At 
the  place  of  execution  his  beha- 
viour was  decent  and  composed  ; 
and  he  persisted  in  the  dedaration 
of  his  innocence  till  the  last  mo- 
ments of  his  life. 

Moses  Alexander  was  exeonted 
at  Tyburn  about  half  past  two  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  9th  of  August, 
1769. 

The  imprudence  of  Alexander  in 
launching  into  a  trade  too  extensive 
for  his  capital  to  support  produced 
a  train  of  difficulties  that  ended  in 
an  ignominious  death.  His  con- 
duct in  regard  io  Mr.  Nicoi  proved 
him  to  be  div^ted  of  all  principles 
of  integrity  ;  and  certain  it  is  that" 
in  several  instances  he  was  guilty  of 
forgery,  and  other  .  nnjustifiablo 
practices ;  but  whether  he  com- 
mitted the  offence  of  which  he  was 
convicted  is  a  question  that  we  pre- 
tend not  to  decide. 

We  are  aware  that,  if  legal  deci» 
sions  were  to  be  frequently  reversed, 
the  reverence  that  is  due  to  the  law 
would  be  highly  endangere ;  but 
in  cases  of  a  doubtful  nature  reason 
and  humanity  will  justify  the.^ui-^ 
pension  of  a  convict's  sentence  till 
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his  criminalitj  shall  be  more  clearly 
prored.  We  mean  not  to  insinuate 
the  least  reflection  against  the  she- 
rHTs,  who  acted  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  duties  of  their  office  ;  but 
we  cannot  avoid  observing  that  it 
was  a  most  unfortunate  drcum. 
stance  for  Alexander  (because,  had 
Brown  personally  acknowledged 
the  indorsement  nn  (he  day  of  trial , 


an  acquittal  must  hare  necessarily 
ensued)  that,  in  the  absence  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  one  or  more  ^f 
the  judges  had  not  power  to  deter- 
pnine  whether  Brown's  affidavit  was 
of  sufficient  authority  to  leave  ti|e 
convict's  fate  in  suspense  till  his 
guilt  or  innooence  coqld  be  n^OfC 
satisfactorily  ascertained. 


WILLIAM  TAUNTON, 

EXECUTED  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  MRS.  PHIPPS. 

Tui^  malefactor  was  a.  native  of    ceived  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Phipps, 


Gloucestershire,  and  brought  up  as 
a  husbandman,  which  employment 
he  quitted  to  live  as  ostler  at  an  inn 
at  Tewkesbury,  in  which  capacity 
he  4;ontinued  several  years,  and 
then  came  to  London. 

After  this  he  was  engaged  in  the 
service  of  Mrs.  Phipps,  a  widow, 
who  kept  the  Lamb  Inn  at  Coin- 
brook.  Though  she  was  the  mo« 
ther  of  several  children,  yet  a  scan- 
dalous intimacy  soon  ensued  be- 
tween her  and  Taunton,  and  they 
lived  together  some  years  as  hus- 
band and  wife ;  and  strangers  calU 
ing  at  the  inn  presumed  that  he  was 
the  landlord,  from  the  airs  of  autho. 
rity  which  he  assumed. 

Miserable,  however,  was  this 
connejnon  in  its  progress,  and  fatal 
to  both  parties  in  its  event.  Con- 
tinual quarrels  arose  between  them, 
and  frequent  blows  were  the  con- 
sequence of  their  reiterated  dis- 
putes; and  this  way  of  life,  as 
might  be  reasonably  imagined, 
greatly  injured  the  character  of 
Mrs.  Phipps,  and  occasioned  the 
loss  of  great  part  of  her  business. 

After  a  residence  of  some  time, 
their  situation  becoming  unhappy, 
Taunton  went  down  to  his  friends 
in  Gloucestershire,  with  an  inten- 
tion, as  it  was  thought,  to  have  re- 
mained there;  but  he  had  not  been 
long  in  tho^jcoun try  when  he  r&. 


earnestly  inviting  his  return,  alleg- 
ing, as  a  reason  for  it,  that  she  was 
unhappy  without  his  company. 

The  ill-fated  man  was  weak 
enough  to  return  on  this  invitation ; 
but  the  connexion  had  not  been 
long  renewed  before  their  quarrels 
became  as  frequent  as  before,  and 
proceeded  even  to  a  greater  degree 
of  violence,  till  the  neighbours  were 
alarmed  at  their  inconsistent  con- 
duct, and  what  began  in  illicit  loye 
ended  in  murder. 

After  repeated  disagreements, 
they  sat  down  to  supper  one  even- 
inglo  apparent  reconciliation ;  when 
Mrs.  Phipps  asked  Mr,  Taunton  if 
she  shonld  pare  him  a  cucumber,  or 
would  he  eat  it  with  the  rind  oh. 
These  words  were  scarcely  pro- 
nounced when  Taunton  seized  the 
kitchen  poker,  and  told  her  to  lay 
hold  of  one  end  of  it.  She  won- 
dered at  this  command,  and  asked 
him  why  it  must  be  complied  with. 
He  still  insisted  on  her  taking  hold 
of  one  end  of  it :  on  which  she  said 
^  if  I  must  have  it,  let  me  have  the 
clean  end ;  but  what  am  I  to  do 
with  it?' — His  answer  was  *  You 
must  knock  out  my  brains.*  Sfio 
replied  «  No,  Taunion,  I  will  not 
hurt  a  hair  of  your  head.'  To  this 
he  said  Mf  you  will  not  knock  niy 
brains  out,  I  will  knock  your 
brains  out;'  and  no  sooner  had  he 
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uttered  this  horrid  expression  than 
he  struck  her  on  the  head  with  such 
fbrce  as  almost  to  laj  her  skull 
bare;  after  which  he  gave  her  a 
^blow  on  the  face,  which  cut  her  In 
the  most  terrible  manner. 

A  surgeon,  being  sent  for,  dressed 
her  wounds,  and,  addressing  himself 
to  Taunton,  told  him  that,  If  ho 
had  murdered  her,  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  been  hanged.  The  of- 
fender  acknowledged  that  he  knew 
that  must  hare  been  the  conse- 
quence ;  but  desired  the  surgeon  to 
take  all  proper  care  of  the  wounded 
woman. 

The  Injury  took  place  on  the 
30th  of  July,  and  the  surgeon  at- 
tended the  wounded  woman  for  fi?e 
days;  at  the  end  of  which  time  she 
said  to  her  daughter,  ^  Peggy,  you 
may  go  out  of  the  room,  for  1  want 
to  sleep.'  During  the  absence  of 
the  daughter  Taunton  entered  the 
room,  and  struck  Mrs.  Phipps  so 
forcibly  on  the  neck  with  a  hatchet, 
that  her  head  hung  over  one  side  of 
the  bed. 

The  horrid  murder  being  at  length 
committed,  Taunton  threw  down 
the  instrument  of  death,  and  went 
to  drink  at  a  public  house  at  about 
a  mile  distant;  and  the  surgeon 
coming  soon  after  to  attend  his 
duty,  and  finding  Mrs.  Phipps  dead, 
dispatched  the  ostler  aiid  another 
man  in  search  of  the  murderer.  It 
was  not  long  before  they  found  him, 
and,  bringing  him  back  to  Coin, 
brook,  the  surgeon  hinted  to  him 
that  the  most  fatal  consequences 
would  probably  ensue  from  the 
crime  of  which  he  had  been  guilty. 

The  coroner's  jury,  being  sum. 
moned  on  the  occasion,  gave  a  ver- 
dict that  Taunton  had  been  guilty 
of  the  wilful  murder  of  Mrs.  Phipps ; 
on  which  he  was  taken  before  a 
magistrate,  who  committed  him  to 
Kcw  Prison. 

In  this  place  he  was  fisiled  by 


many  persons,  who  con?ersed  with 
him  on  his  unhappy  situation  ;  and 
one  of  them  hinting  his  fears  that  he 
was  guilty,  Taunton  acknowledged 
that  he  was,  and  expressed  his  sor- 
row for  the  crime ;  but  said  it  was 
now  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil. 

His  friend  then  inquired  what 
could  Induce  him  to  commit  such 
an  atrocious  crime;  to  which  he 
answered  that  she  had  traduced  hit 
character,  by  telling  lies  of  him  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

Being  brought  to  trial  at  the  en- 
suing sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  he 
produced  scYoral  persons  who  de- 
posed that  he  had  been,  at  times,  so 
much  out  of  his  mind,  that  he  was 
not  master  of  his  own  conduct :  and 
one  of  these  In  particular  swore 
that  he  had  at  one  time  attempted 
to  destroy  himself  by  drowning, 
and  at  another  by  hanging;  but 
this  plea  being  thought  unsatbfac- 
tory  by  the  jury,  be  was  capitally 
convicted,  and  sentenced  to  die* 

After  conviction  he  gave  the 
fullest  proof  of  being  in  possession 
of  his  intellectual  faculties ;  exer- 
cising himself  in  the  offices  of  de- 
votion, and  receiving  the  sacrament 
from  the  hands  of  the  Ordinafy  of 
Newgate. 

lie  was  tried  on  Saturday,  the 
9th  of  September,  1769,  and  or. 
dcred  for  execution  on  the^Motiday 
following.  A  most  extraordinary 
shower  of  rain  falling  that  mornings 
he  was  taken  from  Newgate  in  a 
hackney  coich,  the  Ordinary  at- 
tending him,  and  the  executioner 
riding  behind ;  and  in  this  manner  he 
was  conveyed  to  the  place  of  death. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  fatal  tree  a 
person  who.  had  formerly  known 
him  went  into  the  cart,  and  assisted 
him  in  his  devotion.  After  the 
body  had  bung  the  usual  time  it  was 
cut  down,  and  carried  to  Surgeons' 
Hall  for  di>scction. 

i'his  malefactor  suffered  at  Ty- 
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burn  on  the  11th  of  September^ 
1769. 

It  is  Terj  seldom  that  we  hear  of 
rniDiarried  persons  liTiog  together 
as  man  and  wife  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  happiness ;  and^how,  in. 
deed,  is  it  to  be  expected  thej 
•honld  ? — ^Those,  who  hare  mutual 
reason  to  reproaeh  each  other  with 
their  crimes,  will  hardly  fail  to  arail 
tliemseljres  of  e?ery  opportunity  of 
doing  so;  for  the  guilty  mind  con- 
ceires  that  it  lifts  a  load  from  its 
own  breast  when  it  seeks  to  crimi- 
Mde  another. 

From  tlie  whole  of  this  narratire 
we  ought  lo  learu  that  there  is  no 


happiness  in  this  life  equal  to  thai 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  married 
state.  Trifling  diffiaulties  may  oCi^ 
car;  trifling  differences  may  arise 
between  the  married  pair ;  but  their 
mutual  interest,  and  their  mutual 
love,  will  soon  reconcile  all  differ, 
'ences,  and  overcome  all  difficulties. 
The  vow  which  has  been  made  at 
the  altar  will^  perpetually  reour  to 
the  honest  mind: — (he  man  will 
consider  himself  as  obliged  to  the 
woman  who  once  honored  him 
with  her  hand ;  nor  will  the  woman 
deem  herself  less  obliged  to  the  mani 
who  undertook  to  be  her  guardian 
and  protector  for  life. 


TV  Earl  (fEgkngton  that  by  Campbell 

MUNGO  CAMPBELL, 

CONVICTED  OF  KILLINO  THE  EARL  OF  EGLINGTON. 

TuBgame-laws,  the  last  badge  of  still  remain  a  rod  in  the  hands  of 

the  feudal  system,  and  the  only  re.  the  rich,  to  keep  in  awe  their  fel. 

maining  statute  repugnant  (o  the  lOw-men,  born  free  as  themselves.^ 
boasted  freedom  of  an  Englishman,        Well  may  the  Americani,  in  their 
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exultation  on  acquiring  trueKbcrtj^ 
point  the  finger  of  seorn  at  the  cnL 
tivator  of  land  in  England,  who 
dares  not  to  destroy  the  spoiler  of 
his  hanrest.  The  partridge,  fat. 
tened  on  his  corn,  and  the  bare,  €•• 
broaching  on  hit  Tery  garden,  crop- 
ping  the  (cndor  plants  raised  for 
his  more  immediato  snpport,  must 
not,  in  their  plunder,  be  disturbed  ; 
for  the  f ery  act  of  chasing  them 
from  their  depredations,  observed 
by  some  lordly  dependent,  more 
tyrannical  than  the  lord  himself, 
will  l>e  construed  into  an  offence 
against  (begame.laws,  and  the  free« 
born  Englishman  cast  into  a  loath- 
some prison,  prosecuted,  and  fined, 
often  beyond  his  power  to  satisfy, 
and  thus  families  sink  in  ruin  I 

The  citizens  of  London  enjoyed, 
in  former  times,  an  exemption,  as  a 
matter  of  favour,  from  the  game- 
laws  then  in  force. 

Ring  Henry  I.  granted  them  a 
charter,  in  which  are  these  words  : 
f  And  the  citizens  of  London  may 
)iAve  their  chases  to  hunt,  as  well 
and  as  fully  as  their  ancestors  have 
.Kad,  (that  \i  to  say)  in  Cbiltrie,* 
and  in  Middlesex,  and  in  Surrey/ 

This  charter  was  confirmed  by 
Ring  Henry  II.  Richard  L  John, 
and  Hfnry  IIL  and  enjoyed  by 
the  said  citizens  until  the  reign  of 
Charles  IL  That  thoughtless— the 
citizens  ma^  add  ungrateful— ^mon- 
arch, a/ter.  being  In  a  great  met* 
sure  restored  to  the  throne  by  the 
citizens  of  London,  deprived  them 
.of  this  moat  ancient  right. 

That  royalgrant,  whicb  existed 
through  the  commotions  of  the  land 
eaused  by  tha  contending  powers  of 
York  and  Lancaster,  and  through 
the  civil  wars  of  his  father,  Charles 
rescinded  by  an  act,  which  de- 
prived them  of  a  privilege  enjoyed 
above  five  hundred  years.    This  act 


b  called  «The  Quatifieatlon  Act;' 
and,  though  it  does  not  notice  the 
ancient  grant  of  Henry  I.  yet  it 
virtually  repeals  It. 

It  was  Mr.  Campbell's  misfortuoa 
to  live  adjoining  to  the  estate  of  te 
Earl  of  Eglington ;  and  though  he 
was  possessed  of  an  estate  of  tbe 
value  of  sixty  pounds  a  year,  tbea 
a  little  independence  in  ScoUaad, 
ytt  it  was  forty  less  than  the  law 
estimates  a  man  to  be  w^tk  In 
order  to  qualify  him  to  kill  ga«M. 

The  much-lamented  Mr.  Caaip- 
bell  was  descended  from  tbe  noi!le 
family  of  Argyle,  and  bom  at  Ayre, 
in  Scotland.  Hb  father  was  an 
eminent  merchant,  had  been  mayor 
of  the  town,  and  a  justice  of  the 
peace:  but,  having  no  less  than 
twenty.four  <;hildren,  and  meeting 
with  many  losses  in  his  commerdal 
connexions,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  make  any  adequate  provi- 
sion for  hjs  family ;  m  that,  on  his 
death,  the  relations  took  care  of 
the  children,  and  educated  them  in 
the  liberal  manner  which  Is  cus- 
tomary in  Scotland. 

The  unhappy  subject  of  this  aar* 
rative  was  protected  by  aa  ancle, 
who  gave  him  a  learned  edacatiea : 
but  this  generous  friend  dying  when 
the  youth  was  about  eighteen  years 
of  age,  left  him  sixij  poanda,  and 
earnestly  recommended  him  to  the 
care  of  his  other  r^tiOBS. 

The  young  man  was  i  finishad 
scholar,  yet  seemed  averse  to  the 
making  choice  of  an  j  af  tfca  laaned 
pro^s^MM.  BbattaehuMaftappiir. 
edtohetothemmtarjrllf^,  in  which 
line  many  of  his  ancestors  had  moat 
glorioosly  distinguished  themselves. 

Mr.  Campbell  now  entered  as 
a  cadet  In  the  royal  regiment  of 
Scotch  Greys,  then  commanded  Irr 
his  relation.  General  CampbeH,  and 
served  during   two  campasgnt,   wt 


*  A  part  of  Hertfordihir«>  near  St  Albont . 
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bit  omi  eipeQst,  in  the  fond  hope 
of  BiIiHirjr  prefermant. 

After  the  battle  of  Dettingen,  «t 
which  he  Msisted,  he  had  an  op. 
portunitj  of  being  appointed  quar* 
ter*aiaster,  if  he  pould  have  raised 
pne  hundred  pounds ;  but  this  place 
was  bestowed  on  another  person, 
while  Campbell  was  making  fruits 
lets  application  for  the  money. 

Thns  dii»app<^nted  of  what  he 
thought  4  reasoii^le  expectation, 
he  quitted  the  army,  and  went  into 
Scotland,  where  he  arrived  at  the 
juncture  that  the  rebels  had  quitted 
Edinburgh,  in  1745,  Lord  I^ioudon 
hafing  then  the  oommand  of  the 
loyal  Highlanders,  who  manifested 
so  much  heroism  in  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion ;  and,  Mr.  Campbell 
hftTing  the  honour  to  be  related  te 
his  lordship,  he  wei»t  and  fought 
under  him  with  a  bra?ery  that  did 
e^ual  credit  to  his  loyalty  and 
courage. 

Not  long  after  the  dccM?e  battle 
of  Cnlloden,  Lord  Loudon  pro* 
eured  hie  kinsman  to  be  appointed 
no  efteer  of  the  excise;  and  pre** 
isailed  on  the  commissioners  to  sta«. 
lion  hhn  in  the  shlie  of  Ay  re,  that 
he  might  have  the  happiness  of  re. 
aiding  nenr  his  friends  and  relations. 

In  the  dlsdmrge  of  this  new  duty 
Mr.  Gnmpbeli  behaved  with  strict 
integrity  to  thn  crown,  jet  with  sa 
much  civility  as  to  conciliate  the 
nflectionn  of  all  these  with  whom 
be  had  any  transactions.  He  mar- 
ned  when  be  waa  aeateiihat  ad« 
Taoeed  fai  life;  and  so  nnexcep- 
tionnble  was  his  whola  conduct,  that 
aU  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  the 
oeigbbourbood  (the  Earl  of  Egling. 
foA  excepted)  gave  him  permission 
to  kin  game  on  their  estates*  How*- 
ever,  he  was  rery  moderate  in  the 
use  of  this  indulgence,  seldom  shoot, 
ing  hot  with  a  ?iew  to  gratify  a 
frien^  with  a  present;  hardly  ever 
for  his  own  emolument. 


Mr.  Campbell  had  a  singular  at. 
tachment  to  fishing  ;  and  a  river  In 
Lord  £g1ington*8  estate  affording 
the  finest  fish  in  that  country,  he 
would  willingly  have  shi^lcd  there  ; 
but,  his  lordship  befog  as  strict  with 
regard  to  his  fish  as  the  game, 
Campbell,  onwillittg  to  offend  him, 
gare  away  his  fishing-tackle,  which 
was  excellent  in  its  kind.  He  was 
likewise  in  possession  of  a  fine 
pointer,  which  he  sold ;  but  woirld 
not  part  with  his  gun,  which  pro- 
duced him  the  greatest  pleasure  of 
his  life. 

Campbell  being  In  search  of 
smugglers,  and  having  his  gun  with 
him,  was  crossing  part  of  Lord 
BgUngton's  estate,  when,  a  hare 
starting  up,  he  shot  her.  His  lord- 
ship hearing  the  report  of  the  gun, 
and  bektg  informed  that  Campbell 
had  fired  It,  he  sent  a  servant  to 
oommand  hhn  to  come  to  the  seat. 

Campbell  obeyed  the  disagree- 
able summons,  but  was  treated  very 
cavalierly  by  his  lordship,  who  even 
descended  to  call  him  by  names  of 
contempt.  The  other  apologized 
for  his  condirct,  whidi  he  said  arose 
from  the  sw^en  starting  of  the 
hare;  and  declared  that  he  had 
no  design  of  giving  offence.  This 
might  hare  been  a  sufficient  apology 
to  any  other  man  than  Lord  Eg- 
lington. 

A  man  named  Bartleymore  was 
among  the  servants  of  Lcnrd  Egling- 
ton,  and  was  a  faTorlte  of  hb  lord, 
ship;  and  this  man  dealt  largely  iti 
contraband  goods.  Mr.  Campben^ 
passing  along  the  sea-shore,  met 
Bartleymore  with  a  cart  containing 
eighty  gallons  of  rum,  which  he 
sefeed  as  contraband ;  and  the  rum 
waa  condemned,  but  the  cart  was 
restored,  as  being  the  property  of 
Lord  figlington. 

In  this  afair  tt  ^It  appear  etU 
dent  that  Mr.  CampMl  did  not 
exceed  ^  doty ;  but  Vartleymo^ 
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was.  $a  incensed  against  bim,  that 
be  contrived  many  tales  to  his  dis- 
advantage, and  at  length  engaged 
his  lordship's  passions  so  far,  that 
he  conceived  a  more  unfavorable 
opinion  of  Campbell  than  he  bad 
hitherto  done.  In  the  mean  time 
the  latter  had  no  consciousness  of 
having  given  offence  by  the  seizure 
of  the  rum,  which  was  made  only 
in  dischargeof  his  duty ;  and  there. 
fore  he  was  wholly  regardless  of  the 
common  report  of  Lord  Eglington's 
enmity  to  him. 

About  ten  in  the  morning  of  the 
:i4th  of  October,  1760,  Campbell 
took  his  gun,  and  went  out  with 
another  officer,  with  a  riew  to  de- 
tect smugglers.  Mr.  Campbell  took 
with  bim  a  license  for  shooting, 
which  had  been  given  him  by  Dr. 
Hunter,  though  they  had  no  parti.- 
cular  design  of  killing  any  game, 
but  intended  to  shoot  a  woodcock 
if  they  should  see  one* 

They  crossed  a  small  part  of  Lord 
Eglington's  estate,  in  order  to  reach 
the  sea-shore,  where  they  intended 
to  walk.  When  they  arrived  at 
this  spot  it  was  near  noon,  and 
Lord  EglingCon  came  up  in  his 
coach,  attended  by  Mr.  Wilson,  a 
carpenter,  who  was-  working  for 
him,  and  followed  by  four  servants 
on  horseback.  On  approaching  the 
coast  his  lordship  met  Bartleymore, 
who  told  him  that  there  were  some 
poachers  at  a  distance.  Mr.  Wil. 
son  would  have  endeavored  to  draw 
off  his  lordship's  notice  from  such  a 
business;  but  Bartleymore  saying 
that  Campbell  was  among  the 
poachers,  Lord  Eglington  quitted 
his  coach,  and,  mounting  a  led 
horse,  rode  to  the  spot,  where  he 
saw  Campbell  and  the  other  officer, 
whoso  name  was  Brown.  His  lord, 
ship  said  <  Mr*  Campbell,  I  did  not 
expect  to  have  found  you  so  soon 
again  on  my  grounds,  after  yojir 
promise  whra  you  shot  the  hare.V 


He  then  demanded  CampbelPs  gun, 
which  the  latter  declared  he  would 
not  part  with. 

Lord  Eglington  now  rode  to- 
wards him ;  while  Campbell  rew 
treated,  with  his  gun  presented,  de- 
siring  him  to  keep  at  a  distance. 
Still,  however,  hb  lordship  ad* 
vanccd,  smiling,  and  said  ^  Are  yotf 
going  to  shoot  me?*  Campbell  re* 
plied  ^  I  will,  If  you  do  not  keep 
off.'  Hereupon  Lord  Eglington 
called  to  his  servants  to  bring  him 
a  gun,  which  one  of  them  took 
from  the  coach,  and  delivered  to. 
another  to  carry  to  their  master. 

In  the  interim  Lord  Eglington, 
leading  his  horse,  approached  Mr. 
Campbell,  and  demanded  his  gun ; 
but  the  latter  would  not  delirer  it. 
The  peer  then  quitted  his  horse's 
bridle,  and  continued  advancing, 
while  Campbell  still  retired,  though 
in  an  irregular  direction,  and  point- 
ed his  gun  towards  his  pursuer. 

At  length  Lord  Eglington  came 
so  near  him,  that  Campbell  said  <  I 
beg  your  pardon,  my  lord,  but  I 
will  not  deliver  my  gun  to  any  man 
living ;  therefore  keep  off',  or  I 
will  certainly  shpot  you.'  At  this 
instant  Bartleymore,  advancing, 
begged  Campbell  to  deliver  hu  gun 
to  Lord  Eglington :  but  the  latter 
answered  he  would  not,  for  ^  he 
had  a  right  to  carry  a  gun.' 

His  lordship  did  not  dispute  hb' 
general  right,  but  said  that  he  could 
not  have  any  to  carry  it  on  his  estate 
without  his  permission*  Campbell 
again  begged  pardon,  and  still  con- 
tinned  retreating,  but  with  hli  gun 
in  bis  hand,  and  preparing  to  fire 
in  his  own  defence.  While  he  was 
thus  walking  backwards  hu  heel 
struck  against  a  stone,  and  he  fell, 
when  he  was  about  the  distance 
of  three  yards  from  hb  pursuer. 
Lord  Eglington,  observing  him  fall 
on  his  back,  stepped  forward^  as  if 
he  would  have  passed  by  Camp* 
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beiri  feet,  which  the  latter  obaerr* 
iBg,  reared  himself  on  his  elbow, 
and  lodged  the  contents  of  his  piece 
in  the  left  side  of  his  lordship's 
bodj. 

At  this  critical  junclare  the  ser. 
Tant  above  mentioned  brought  the 
gun  from  the  coach,  and  Campbell 
would  hafe  wrcst^  it  from  his 
hands,  but  that  Bartleymore  came 
lip  just  at  the  ?erj  instant ;  and 
at  this  moment  Lord  Eglington, 
putting  his  hand  to  his  wound,  said 
«  I  am  killed.' 

A  contest  now  ensued,  during 
which  Bartleymorestruck  Campbell 
repeatedly,  which  being  observed 
by  Lord  Eglington,  he  called  out 
*  Bo  not  iise  him  ilh'  Campbell, 
being  secured,  was  conducted  to 
the  wounded  man,  then  lying  on 
the  ground,  who  said  ^  Mr.  Camp« 
bell,  1  would  not  have  shot  you  ;' 
but  Campbell  made  no  answer. 

'  My  parki,  my  walks,  my  roanors.  that  I 

had. 
Even  now  forsake  me ;  and  of  all  my  lands 
Is  nothing  left  me  but  my  body's  length.' 
Sbakspbabi. 

Lord  Eglington's  seat  was  about 
three  miles  from  the  place  where 
thb  fatal  accident  happened;  and 
his  servants  put  him  into  the  car. 
riage  to  convey  him  home.  In  the 
mean  time  Campbell's  hands  were 
tied  behind  him ;  and  he  was  con- 
ducted to  the  town  of  Saltcotes, 
the  place  of  his  former  station  as 
an  exciseman. 

The  persops  who  escorted  him 
asked  him  several  questions;  the 
answers  to  which  were  afterwards 
(very  ungenerously,  as  we  conceive) 
adduced  on  his  trial,,  as  collateral 
evidence  of  his  guilt.  Among  other 
things,  he  acknowledged  that  he 
would  rather  part  with  his  life  than 
his  gun;  and  that,  sooner  than 
have  it  taken  from  him,  he  would 
shoot  any  peer  of  the  realm. 

Lord  Eglington  dying,  after  Ian- 


guiding  ten  hours,  Mr,  Campbell 
was,  on  the  following  day,  com. 
mittcd  to  the  prbon  of  Ay  re,  and 
the  next  month  removed  to  Edin. 
burgh,  in  preparation  for  his  trial 
before  the  High  Court  of  Justi-^ 
ciary ;  previous  to  which  his  case 
was  discussed  by  counsel,  and  the 
following  arguments  were  adduced 
in  his  favour.  It  was  said,  in  the 
first  place, 

V  That  the  gun  went  off  by  accU 
dent,  and  therefore  it  could  be  no 
more  than  casual  homicide. 

^  Secondly-^That,  supposing  it 
had  been  fired  with  an  intention  to 
kill,  yet  the  act  was  altogether  jus« 
tifiable,  because  of  the  violent  pro« 
vocation  he  had  received ;  and  he 
was  doing  no  more  than  defending 
his  life  and  property. 

<  Thirdly — It  could  not  be  mur- 
der, because  it  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  Mr.  Campbell  had  any 
malice  against  his  lordship,  and  the 
action  itself  was  too  sudilen  to  ad. 
mit  of  deliberation.^ 

The  counsel  for  the  prosecution 
urged  in  answer,  in  the  first  place, 

^  That  it  was  certain  malice  was 
implied,  in  consequence  of  Camp* 
bell's  presenting  the  gun  to  his  lord, 
ship,  and  telling  him  that,  unless  he 
kept  off,  he  would  shoot  him. 

'  Secondly — That  there  was  no 
provocation 'given  by  the  earl  be- 
sides words,  and  words  shall  not 
be  construed  a  provocation  in 
law. 

<  Thirdly— The  earl  had  a  right 
to  seize  his  gun,  in  virtue  of  seve- 
ral acts  of  parliament,  which  are 
the  established  laws  of  the  land,  to 
which  erery  subject  is  obliged  to 
be  obedient.' 

After  repeated  debates  between 
the  lawyers  of  Scotland,  a  day  was 
at  length  appointed  for  the  trial, 
which  commenced  on  the  27th  of 
February,  1770,  before  the  High 
CouK  of  Justiciary ;  and.  the  jury 
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kftflng  found  Mr.  Camplidl  g^Hjy 
he  was  sentenced  to  die. 

The  Lord  Justice  Clerk,  before 
he  pronounced  the  solemn  sentence, 
addressed  himself  to  the  conTict, 
ad? ising  him  to  make  the  most  de« 
¥oot  proparation  for  death,  as  all 
hopes  of  pardon  would  be  pre* 
eluded^  from  the  natare  of  his 
^ence. 

Through  the  whole  course  of  the 
trial  the  prisoner's  behaviour  was 
fomarkable  for  caljnne«s  and  sere^ 
nity ;  and,  when  it  was  endi*d,  he 
bowed  to  the  Court  with  the  at. 
most  composure,  but  said  not  a 
single  word  in  extcnuath^n  of  his 
crime. 

Ob  his  return  to  prison  be  was 
visited  by  several  of  his  friends, 
among  whom  he  behaved  with  ap<. 


pansnily  decent  eheerfulness  ;^  and, 
retiring  to  his  apartment,  he  begged 
the  favour  of  a  visit  from  them  tm 
the  following  day ;  but  in  the  monu 
ing  of  the  28th  of  February^  1770, 
he  was  found  dead,  hanging  to  the 
end  of  a  form  which  he  had  ael 
upright,  and  a  silk  handkerchief 
fastened  round  his  neck* 

The  following  lines  were  fowiid 
upon  the  floor,  close  to  the  body : 

*  Farewell,  vain  world  (  Vw9  bad  enough 

of  thee. 
And  DOW  am  careless  what  thou  say*st  of 

met 
Tli^  sKiiles  I  court  m4*  nor  ^y  fKHrat  I 

fear: 
My  cares  are  past;  my  heart  lies  «8Sj 

here. 
What  foulis  they  find  in  rae  ta&e  care  to 

sbun( 
And  look  at  home— enooah  b  to  be  done.' 


JOSEPH  BARETTI, 

TEIED  FOR  tllB  MUEDER  OP  STAN  MORGAN. 


As  this  blameless  foreigner  had 
the  misfortune  to  deprife  a  fellow- 
creature,  though  a  vicious  one,  of 
existence,  he  claims  a  place  in  our 
pages;  but.  As  he  was  a  man  of 
learning  and  virtue,  we  rejoice  in 
having  to  record  him  only  as  tho 
defender  of  his  own  life  against  the 
attacks  of  unprincipled  rufGans. 

Joseph  Baretti  was  born  at  l^irin^ 
in  Italy,  in  1716.  His  father,  an 
architect  of  some  eminence,  gave 
him  a  good  education,  and  a  small 
fortune,  which  he  gambled  awajr 
at  faro*  This  iropnidenoe  rednocd 
him,  as  he  afterwards  expressed  it, 
to  subsist  by  his  wits;  and  from 
nccessitj  he  became  an  author. 

Of  the  early  part  of  his  life  we 
know  little.  In  1750  he  came  to 
England,  and  by  diligent  study  soon 
acquired  a  complete  knowledge  of- 
our  language,  in  which  he  wrote 
and  spoke  with  a  correctness  and 
fluency  seldom  attained  by  a  fo- 
nslgacr.    Ha  supported  himself  by 


teaching  the  Italian  language,  and 
in  1753  pnbliibed  his  first  work-^ 
a  defence  of  the  poetry  of  his  na« 
tive  eonntfy,  which  had  been  un. 
justly  aspersed  by  the  cynical  Vol. 
taire.  About  the  same  time  acoi* 
dent  brought  him  acquainted  with 
the  celebrated  Dr.  Johnson,  with 
whom  he  formed  an  intimacy  whioh 
endured  through  life* 

Through  the  recoasnendation  of 
the  doctor  he  was  introduced  to 
many  families  of  distinction,  and 
seems  to  have  spent  much  of  his 
time  with  the  Thrales.  As  he  pos* 
sessed  nothing  but  what  his  indnitry 
enabled  him  to  ohtato,  he  was  tinder 
the  necessity  of  exerting  hiaMolf, 
and  his  efforts  were  not  nnsncoesa* 
ful.  What  his  writings  and  tuttios 
procured  him,  his  economy  aMdo 
sufficient;  and  through  his  wholo 
life  he  was  never  accused  of  nmn* 
ness  or  servility. 

In  London  his  writings  obtained 
him  both  money  and  reputation; 
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and,  as  be  eiperieeced  mucli  kiod* 
ncM,  he  felt  mucb  gralitvde :  and, 
ba?ing  resoUed  to  return  to  his 
naihe  place,  he  expressed  the  o? er- 
Oowiogs  of  his  heart,  on  leaTiog 
this  country,  in  an  apostrophe  of 
great  feeling  aad  eloquence. 

He  left  London  in  1760,  and 
tra? elled  on  his  way  home  through 
Spain  and  Portugal,  keeping  a 
journal,  after  the  manner  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Johnson,  which, 
on  its  publication,  gate  great  satis- 
faction,  being  the  most  eotertaaing 
that  had  at  that  time  been  gi^en  to 
tbe  world. 

He  settled  in  Italy  for  a  short 
time,  and  published  a  literary  pa- 
per of  much  merit;  but,  as  he  was 
acute  and  satirical,  it  raised  him  so 
many  enemies,  that,  after  a  stay  of 
six  ye^rs,  he  Uiought  it  advisable  to 
qnit  that  country,  and  again  visit 
England. 

After  his  return  he  published  se- 
Toral  literary  works,  and  made  va- 
rious excursions  abroad.  He  par- 
ticularly attended  Dr.  Johnson  and 
Ihe  Thrale  family  to  Paris ;  and  in 
February,  1760,  he  made  a  tour 
through  Spain,  from  which  he  had 
but  just  returned  when  an  accident 
befell  him  which  gives  him  a  place 
in  our  Calendar. 

At  the  Old  Bailey  sessions  for 
November,  1769,  Mr.  Baretti  was 
indicted  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
Evaa  Morgan.  As  the  particulars 
of  this  case  are  fully  given  in  his 
own  defence,  we  shall  insert  it,  pre- 
mbing  that  every  word  in  it  was 
previously  and  satisfactorily  sub- 
stantiated by  the  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution. 

^  On  Friday^  the  6th  of  October,' 
says  Mr.  Baretti,  ^  1  spent  the  whole 
day  at  home,  correcting  my  **ltalian 
and  English  Dictiouary,"  which  is 
actnaUy  reprinting  and  working 
off;  and  upon  another  book  in  four 
voUmms,  which  is  to  be  publisheiji  in 


February  next,  and  has  been  adver- 
tised in  th6  newspapers.  I  went  a 
little  after  four  to  the  club  of  royal 
academicians  in  Soho,  where  I 
stopped  about  half  an  hour,  wait- 
ing for  my  friends,  and  warming 
myself  in  the  club-room. 

^  Upon  nobody's  coming,  I  went 
to  the  Orange  CoffiBC-house,  to  see 
if  a  letter  was  come  for  me  (for 
my  letters  come  there) ;  but  there 
was  none.  I  went  back  to  go  to 
the  club,  and,  going  hastily  op  the 
Haymarket,  there  was  a  woman  at 
a  door :  they  say  there  were  two, 
but  I  took  notice  of  but  one,  as*I 
hope  God  will  save  mo ;  there  might 
have  been  two,  though  I  only  saw 
one;  that  is  a  fact  There  was  a 
woman  eight  or  ten  yards  from  the 
comer  of  Pan  ton  Street,  and  she 
dapped  her  hands  with  such  vio- 
lence about  my  private  parts,  that 
It  gave  me  great  fiain.  Thu  I  in- 
stantly resented,  by  giving  her  a 
blow  on  the  hand,  with  a  few  angry 
words.  The  woman  got  up  di- 
rectly, raised  her  voice,  and,  find- 
ing by  my  pronunciation  that  I  was 
a  foreigner,  she  called  me  several 
bad  names,  in  a  most  contume- 
lious strain  ;  among  which  damned 
Frenchman  and  a  woman-hater  were 
the  most  audible. 

<  I  had  not  quite  turned  t|ic  cor- 
ner before  a  man  made  me  turn 
back,  by  giving  me  a  blow  with 
his  fist,  and  asking  mo  how  I  dare 
strike  a  woman;  another  pusiwd 
him  against  me,  and  pushed  me  off 
the  pavement ;  then  three  or  four 
more  joined  them.  I  wonder  I  did 
not  fall  from  the  high  step  which 
is  there.  The  path- way  is  much 
raised  from  the  coach. way.  A 
great  number  of  people  surrounded 
nie  presently,  many  beating  me, 
and  all  damning .  mo  on  every  side, 
in  a  most  frightful  manner.  I  was 
a  Frenchman  in  their  opinion, 
which  made    me   apprehensive,  I 
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must  expect  no  fayour  nor  protec- 
tion,  but  all  outrage  and  blows, 

^  There  Is  generally  a  great 
puddle  in  the  corner  of  Panton 
Street,  even  when  the  weather  is 
fkie ;  bat  that  day  it  bad  rained  in- 
cesiantly,  whidi  made  it  rery  sli|>« 
pery,  I  could  plainly  |)erceif  e  my 
assailants  wanted  to  throw  me  into 
the  puddle,  where  I  might  be  tram- 
pled on ;  so  I  cried  out  ^^  Murder  !'* 
There  was  a  space  in  the  circle, 
from  whence  I  ran  Into  Panton 
Street,  and  endearored  to  get  Into 
the  foot.way.  I  was  in  the  greatest 
horror,  lest  I  should  run  against 
some'  stones,  as  I  hare  such  bad 
eyes.  I  could  not  run  so  fast  as 
my  pursuers,  so  that  they  were 
upon  me,  continually  beating  and 
pushing  me,  some  of  them  attempt, 
ing  to  catch  me  by  the  hair.tail : 
if  this  had  happened  I  had  been  cer- 
tainly a  lost  man.  I  cannot  abso- 
lutely fix  the  time  and  place  where 
I  first  struck.  1  remember,  some- 
where in  Panton  Street,  I  gate  a 
quick  blow  to  one  who  beat  off  my 
hat  with  his  fist. 

^  When  1  was  in  Oxcndon  Street, 
fifteen  or  sixteen  yards  from  the 
Haymarket,  I  stopped,  and  faced 
about.  My  confusion  was  great ; 
and,  seeing  a  shop  open,  I  ran  into 
it  for  protection,  quite  spent  with 
fatigue.  I  am  certainly  sorry  for 
the  man  ;  but  he  owed  his  death  to 
his  own  daring  impetuosity.  Three 
mea  came  into  the  shop ;  one  of 
them  cried  to  me  to  surrender  my. 
self  to  him,  who  was  a  constable. 
I  asked  them  if  they  were  honest 
men,  and  friends  ;  they  said  *  Yes.' 
I  put  up  my  knife,  desired  them  to 
arrest  me,  begged  they  would  send 
for  a  coach,  and  take  me  to  Sir 
John  Fielding. 

^  I  appeal  to  them  how  I  be- 
hared  when  I  surrendered,  and  how 
thankful  I  was  for  their  kind  pro* 
tcction.    Sir  John  heard  what  1  and 


the  men  had  to  say.  They  sent  mm 
Into  a  room  below,  from  whence  I 
dispatched  a  man  to  the  ctnb  in 
Gerrard  Street,  when  Sir  Joshua 
lleynolds  and  other  gentlemen  came 
to  me. 

^  A  messenger  was  dbpatched 
to  the  Middlesex  Hospital,  where 
they  said  Morgan  was  carried.  A 
surgeon  came,  and  took  his  oath  that 
Morgan  was  in  danger.  Sir  John 
committed  me  to  Tothill  Fields* 
Bridewell.  Two  gentlemen,  as  well 
as  the  constable,  can  witness  to  my 
behariour  when  the  coachman  lost 
his  way,  which  forced  us  to  aUght 
in  the  mire  and  darkness,  iu  order 
to  find  the  way  to  Tothill  Fields' 
Bridewell.  I  humbly  conceive  this 
will  show  I  had  no  intention  of  es» 
caping.  That  woeful  night  I  passed 
without  rest. 

^  My  face  had  been  obserred  to 
be  hurt  while  I  was  at  Sir  John 
Fielding's;  and  the  constable  was 
the  first  who  took  notice  of  a  blow 
1  had  received  on  my  chin.  But, 
when  the  heat  and  fear  had  sub- 
sided,  I  found  a  great  pain  in  divers 
parts  of  my  body.  Mr.  Molini  and 
Mr.  Low,  being  with  me,  desired 
me  to  let  them  see  what  was  the 
matter  with  my  back,  which  I  com- 
plained of.  I  stripped,  and  they 
saw  several  bruises. 

^  This,  my  lord,  and  gentlemen 
of  the  jury,  is  the  best  account  I 
can  give  of  my  unfortunkte  accU 
dent:  for  what  is  done  In  two  or 
three  minutes,  in  fear  and  terror, 
is  not  to  be  minutely  described; 
and  the  Court  and  the  jury  are  to 
judge.  I  hope  your  lordship,  and 
every  person  present,  will  thinlc 
that  a  man  of  my  age,  character, 
and  way  of  life,  would  not  spon- 
taneously quit  my  pen,  to  engage 
in  an  outrageous  tumult.  I  hope 
it  will  easily  be  conceived  that  a 
man  almost  blind  could  not  but  bo 
seized  with  terror  on  sudi  asuddea 
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ttteck  as  this.  I  hope  it  will  be 
teen  that  my  knife  was  Deither  a 
weapon  of  offence  or  defence;  I 
wear  it  to  car?e  fruit  and  sweet, 
meats,  and  not  to  kill  017  fellow, 
creatures. 

*  It  is  a  general  custom  in  France 
not  to  put  kniret  upon  the  table, 
so  that  eren  ladies  wear  them  in 
their  pockets  for  general  use*  I 
have  continued  to  wear  it  after  roj 
return,  because  I  ha?e  found  it  oc 
casionally  conTenient.  Little  did  I 
think  such  an  erent  would  ercr 
hare  happened.  Let  this  trial  turn 
out  as  favorable  as  my  innocence 
may  deserre,  still  my  regret  will 
endure  as  long  as  life  shall  last. 

<  A  man  who  has  lired  full  fifty 
yean,  and  spent  most  of  that  time 
10  a  studious  manner,  I  hope  will 
not  be  supposed  to  have  Tolnntarily 
engaged  In  so  desperate  an  affair. 
I  beg  leave,  my  lord  and  gentle- 
men, to  add  one  thing  more: — 
Equally  confident  of  my  own  inno- 
cence,  and  English  discernment  to 
trace  out  truth,  h  did  resolve  to 
wave  the  privilege  granted  to  fo- 
reigners  by  the  laws  of  this -king- 
dom :  nor  was  my  motive  a  com- 
pliment to  this  nation— my  motive 
wat  my  life  and  honour;  that  it 
should  not  be  thought  I  received 
undeserved    favour   from  a  jury, 


part  my^  own  country.  I  chose 
to  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  this  conn, 
try ;  for,  if  my  honour  is  not  saved, 
I  cannot  much  wish  for  the  pre- 
servation of  my  life.  1  will  wait 
for  the  determination  of  this  awful 
Court  with  that  confidence,  I  hope, 
which  innocence  has  a  right  to  ob- 
tain.    So  God  bless  you  all*' 

In  his  defence  he  had  several 
persons  who  deposed  to  the  attack 
upon  him,  and  the  frequency  of 
similar  outrages  in  the  Haymarket. 
Mr.  Beauclerk,  Sir  Joshua  Rey- 
nolds, Dr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Fitsher. 
bert,  Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Burke, 
Dr.  Goldsmith,  and  several  others, 
bore  testimony  to  the  quietness  and 
humanity  of  his  general  character. 
Their  evidence,  added  to  the  bad 
reputation  of  his  prosecutors,  im- 
pressed the  Court  in  his  favour; 
and  he  was  acquitted  both  of  the 
murder  and  manslaughter,  the  ver- 
dict being  '  Self-defence.' 

After  this  unpleasant  afiair  he 
again  sat  down  to  his  studies  ;  but, 
relaxing  in  his  former  industry,  his 
pecuniary  affairs  became  embar- 
rassed—a  circumstance  which,  it  is 
said,  hastened  his  dissolution,  which 
took  place  May  the  5th,  1780. 
He  died  much  regretted  by  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintance. 


CHARLES  DAVID  MORGAN,   DAVID  MORGAN,  WILLIAM 

SPIQGOT,  WILLIAM  WALTER  EVAN,  WILLIAM 

MORRIS,  AND  DAVID  LEWELLIN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  TUE  MUADBR  OV  MR.  POWELL* 


This  was  a  murder  of  so  unpro- 
voked, premeditated,  daring,  and 
cruel  a  nature,  that  every  reader 
must  be  shocked  at  the  recital* 
For  a  man  to  have  his  house  beset 
by  a  troop  of  villains,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  assassinating  him,  in  a 
country  famed  for  laws  and  the 
protection  of  persons  and  pro* 
perty,   surprised  every  individual 


of  the  nation ;  and  each  circum- 
stance connected  witk  this  dreadful 
tale  serves  to  increase  its  horror. 

This  crime  was  premeditated  by, 
one  William  Williams,  a  mercer, 
at  Llandovery,  in  Carmarthenshire; 
and  there  is  too  much  reason  to 
fear  that  the  wife  consented  to 
the  murder  'of  th^  husband  :  at 
all  events,    the    accounts   of   the 
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trantaction    would    warraot  such 
fuspicion. 

It  appeared  that  William  Powell, 
Esqt  a  geMtlcman  of  good  estate, 
resUed  at  Glanareath,  io  the  parish 
of  Uongadduckfiii  Carmarthenshire, 
in  Wales.  For  some  time  he  lived  oo 
bad  terms  with  bis  wife,  to  whom 
he  allowed  a  separate  maintenance 
of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and 
placed  the  children  at  a  boarding* 
school  near  London*  Mrs.  Powell 
(a  fatal  step,  too  often  taken  by 
repudiated  wives)  incessantly  railed 
against  her  husband,  and,  opening 
her  complaints  to  Williams,  arged 
him  to  assist  her  in  taking  away  the 
children  from  under  their  father's 
care.  This  infatuated  rotin  accord- 
ingly accompanied  Mrs,  Powell  to 
the  school ;  and  tbey  had  address 
enough  to  pre? ail  upon  the  saaster 
to  giye  them  up  the  children,  which 
Williams  immediately  placed  into 
another,  pointed  out  by  the  mother* 

Mr*  Powell  being  soon  apprized 
of  these  proceedings,  he  applied  for 
hifi  children ;  but  their  new  master 
replied  that  he  had  received  them 
from  Mr.  WHIiams^  and  that  to. 
him  alone  could  he  deliver  them. 

The  Court  of  King's  Bench  was 
now  moved  for  an  habeas  cor* 
pus,  and  WilUans  was  served  wilh 
a  rule  to  show  cause  ^  Why  he 
should  not  deliver  up  the  children 
to  the  father?'  but  of  this  serious 
proceeding  Williams  took  no  no- 
tice, until  he  was  served  with  an 
attachment  for  a  contempt  of  Court. 

This  writ  being  sent  to  the  shc- 
rilf  for  execution,  Williams  ab* 
sconded,  and  formed  the  diabolical 
determination  of  retoiiging  Mr. 
IViweU's  proceedings  against  him  in 
the  Court  by  his  death.     Failing 


in  different  attempts  to  shoot  kta^ 
this  remorseless  villain  tampered 
with  a  number  of  poor  and  igno. 
rant  Welchmen,  to  assist  lum  ia 
the  horrid  deed. 

This  gang,  according  to  the  eon.i» 
fession  of  one  of  them,  eonsiati^d, 
altc^ether,  of  fourteen,  Of  the  M^ 
lowing  description : 

William  Willtaas,  the  instigalor, 
of  Uandorery,  escaped. 

Charles  David  Morgan,  labourer, 
ezecuied. 

William  Charles  Morgan,  his  son, 
acquitted. 

Wiliiam  Sptggot,  a  barber,  eae^ 
en  ted. 

William  Morris^  a  saddler,  ejie« 
coted. 

John  Spiggot,  a  ser?ant|  brolhar 
to  William,.acqnitled. 

William  Walter  Evana,  labo«rer, 
executed. 

David ,  Morgan,  an  itineraat 
thiker,  executed. 

Waiter  Evan,  his  apprentice, 
executed. 

William  Thomas,*  a  glo?er,  ad- 
milted  evidence  for  the  crown. 

Thomas  Drayn,  labourer»  es- 
caped. 

John  Isaac«  ditto,  escapinL 

Morgan  James,  a  pedlar,  es- 
caped; and 

Another  ruffiafi,  called  Captain > 
Bovcn,  of iCel-y-Cwm,  escaped. 

This  horrid  gang,  in  the  evening, 
when  Mr.  Powell  was  sitting  with 
his  family,  broke  into  his  house  in 
disguise,  and  murdered  him  with  a 
ferocious  cruelty  too  shocking  to 
relate. 

The  trial  of  that  part  of  this 
gang  who  were  apprehended  oaaM 
on  at  the  city  of  Hereford,  where 
they  were  removed  by  writ  of  ha- 


*  TliU  umii  toon  mel  the  6Ue  of  k\f  co«pa«ioii9«  whcMu  he  now  appeared  against,  «a 
cvidenca  for  the  public ;  for  we  £nd,  in  a  note  of  Welch  Criminal  Records,  that  on  the 
18th  of  September,  1773,  ijttle  more  than  three  j^ears  after  the  murder  of  Mr.  PoweM» 
tills  i(^entical  William  Thomas  was  hanged  at  Pensarm^  in  Carmarthenshire,  for  a  bigh- 
way  robbery. 
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beas  eorpiM)  before  Sir  Joseph 
Yates,  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench. 

A  case  so  rerj  extraordinary,  io 
fact  scarcely  paralleled  in  the  annals 
of  criminal  history,  drew  together 
the  people  from  all  parts  of  the 
county. 

Charles  Dayid  Morgan,  Dayid 
Morgan,  William  Spiggut,  William 
Walter  £?an,  William  Morris,  and 
DaTid  Lawellin,  were  foand  gaiUy : 
the  endenee  did  not  reach  some, 
and  the  remainder  of  this  borrid 
gang  escaped  from  jostice* 

The  following  speech  of  the 
jadge,  on  passing  sentence,  will 
amply  show  the  nature  of  their 
crime: — 

^  Yoq  (naming « the  prisoners) 
haTC  been  tried,  and,  upon  eridence 
that  leaves  not  the  smallest  doubt, 
ha?e  Slow  been  found  guilty  of  the 
most  wicked,  the  most  satage,  the  - 
most  horrid  marder  that  e?er  stained 
the  hand  of  man— -a  cool,  delibe. 
rate,  preconcerted  assassination ! 
without  a  quarrel  to.  provoke, 
without  a  passion  to  iocfte,  with- 
out  a  motive  to  tempt  you  but  the 
blackest  that  ever  disgraced  human 
nature— >a  willingness  to  earn  the 
wages  of  iniquity,  the  execrable 
wages  of  a  Mreling  assassin.  And 
how  hardened,  how  determined, 
were  the  preparations  you  made  for 
that  bloody  work  !  day  after  day 
projecting  the  design,  till  at  last, 
deliberately  putting  on  the  ruffian's 
frock,  and  blackened  face,  yoa 
daringly  entered  the  doors  of  the 
de«eaMd ;  and,  in  his  own  house, 
murdered  him»  most  inhumanly  mar- 
dered  him,  with  every  oiroumstanoe 
of  savage  barbarity !  yet  he  had  ne- 
ver done  the  least  injury  to  you,  not 
the  smallest  provocation  of  oCTeace. 
^  That  unfortunate  man  is  now 
in  his  grave,  and  in  two  days  you^ 
will  be  as  cold  and  lifeless  as  he? 
BfU  how  different  will  be  your  de- 


parture !  By  yonr  bloody  hand  ha 
was  wickedly  murdered.  Tou  for 
that  murder  will  justly  di^  It  is 
now  my  duly  to  pronounce  that 
dreadful  sentence ;  an  office  which 
to  me  Is  ever  painful.  I  feel  for  the 
melancholy  condition  you  are  in, 
who  are  so  soon  to  die  by  the  hands 
of  JNstice ;  but  how  Tittle  did  you 
feel  for  the  poor  man  you  murdered ! 

<  Friday  next,  the  day  after  to. 
morrow,  will  in  this  work!  be  your 
last  t  but  think  of  the  more  dreadful 
day  to  come,  when  you  will  appear 
before  a  far  more  awful  tribunal,  • 
before  the  Oreat  Judge  of  all  man- 
kind. 

*  Think  how  you  will  stand  be- 
fore him,  covered  over  with  the 
blood  of  your  fellow^crcature, 
whom  you  so  wickedly  murdered, 
most  daringly  presuming  to  destroy^ 
that  life  which  the  Almighty  ffave, 
and  which  He  alone  had  a  right  to 
take  away. 

^  Toil  have  now  but  two  days  to 
live,  and  in  that  short  time  have 
much  work  lo  do.  1  therefore 
mbst  earnestly  entreat  you  to  em. 
ploy  every  moment  that  is  left  yon 
in  imploring  God*s  mercy  and  for. 
giveciess,  that  your  soul  may  escape 
that  dreadful  punishment  which 
lasts  through  all  eternity.  At  this  ' 
bar  yon  must  expect  no  mercy. 

^  The  sentence  of  the  law  will 
most  certainly  be  executed  upon 
you ;  and  that  sentence  b,  <  That 
yon  must  be  taken  from  hence  to 
the  place  from  whence  you  came ;  . 
and  from  thence,  on  Friday  next,  to 
the  place  of  execution ;  that  yon 
be  there  hanged  by  the  neck  till 
yott  are  dead ;  and  that  your  bo- 
dies afterwards  be  delivered  to  the 
snrgeons,  to  be  dissected.  And  ihe 
Lord  have  mercy  on  your  souls  !* 

They  were  executed  accordingly^ 
amid  the  execrations  of  a  vast  con. 
course  of  ^ectators,  at  Hereford* 
Marchthe  30th,  177a 
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PETER  CONWAY  AND  MICHAEL  RICHARDSON, 

EXECUTED  FOR  MUROER. 


These  meo  were  two  of  a  gang 
who  had  associated  themselves  for 
the  purpose  of  plunder,  and  in 
thrir  very  first  attempt  committed 
murder;  at  which  they  were  s'j 
terrified,  that  they  fled  without 
rifling  the  pockets  of  the  deceased. 
(Vom  this  we  may  conclude  that 
they  were  not  hardened  in  this  kind 
of  yiliainy.  Wo  are  sorry  to  find 
that  two  of  (he  murderers  escaped 
justice,  by  going  out  of  the  king, 
dom ;  but  from  a  guilty  mind  they 
could  ncfer  fly. 

.  On  Saturday,  the  26th  of  May, 
1770)  Richardson,  Conway,  and 
two  men,  named  Jackson  and  Fox, 
went  to  the  shop  of  Mr.  Robert 
Dun,  in  Princes  Square,  near  Jlat- 
clifle  Highway,  and  purchased  a 
pair  of  pistols.  Jackson  was  after* 
wards  an  evidence  against  his  ac- 
complices; but  we  do  not  learn 
that  Fox  was  ever  taken  into  cus- 
tody. 

.  Having  purchased  the  pistols, 
they  left  them  at  the  house  of  an 
acquaintance,  named  Thomas ;  after 
which  they  all  went  to  the  lodgings 
of  Conway,  where  they  spent  the 
night 

Oq  the  succeeding  day  (Sunday) 
they  took  a  coach  to  Whitechapel, 
where  they  continued  drinking  till 
the  dusk  of  the  evening,  when  they 
went  to  Thomas's  house  for  the 
pistols.  Being  unprovided  with 
b^lls,  they  remained  for  a  while  in 
consultation  what  to  substitute  in 
their  stead ;  and  at  length  they 
cyt  a  pewter  spoon  in  pieces,  and 
loaded  their  pistols. 

This  being  done,  Conway  and 
Richardson  went  together ;  and  the 
other  two  accompanied  them,  but 
at  a  small  distance,  that  they  might 
not  appear  to  be  a  gang  of  ruffians. 
T^hey  met  a  gentleman's  servant, 


whom  they  stopped;  but,  as  he 
had  no  money,  he  was  permitted 
to  pass  without  farther  molestation. 

It  happened  that,  in  the  after- 
noon, Mr.  Venables,  a  butcher  in 
Whitechapel,  had  been  walking  to 
Stepney,  with  his  neighbour,  Mr. 
Rogers^  a  carpenter ;  and  they 
were  returning  to  town  when  they 
were  met  by  the  villains  above  men- 
tioned, which  happened  a  few  mi- 
nutes after  they  had  parted  from 
the  gentleman's  servant. 

Mr.  Venables  and  Mr.  Rogers 
had  the  appearance  of  men  from 
whom  a  considerable  booty  might 
be  expected.  Conway  stopped  the 
^  former,  and  demanded  his  money ; 
but,  instead  of  delivering  it,  Mr. 
Venables,  who  was  a  robust  man, 
twice  knocked  down  Ricbardsoo 
and  Fox  ;  and  they  had  mo  sooner 
recovered  their  legs  than  Richard- 
son and  Conway  instantly  fired 
.  their  pistols,  and  the  two  unoffend- 
ing passengers  were  killed  on  the 
spot. 

These  unprovoked  murders  being 
thus  perpetrated,  the  villains  did- 
not  stay  to  rob  the  parties ;  but, 
with  the  consciousness  of  guilt,  har- 
ried away  towards  Stepney,  whence 
they  went  to  Ratclifie  Highway, 
and  thence  to  Wapping,  where 
they  stopped  a  roan,  and  robbed 
him  of  eighteen  shillings  and  his 
w  atch. 

This  robbery  being  committed, 
they  hastened  to  Dark  house  Lane, 
near  Billingsgate,  where  they  stayed 
during  the  night;  and  the  next 
morning,  after  breakfasting  at  % 
public  house  in  Sonthwark,  they 
parted,  witb  a  view  of  consulting 
their  safety  in  flight. 

The  bodies  of  the  deceased,  being 
found  in  the  road,  were  conveyed 
to  the  watch-house ;  and  a  surgeon 
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betog  tent  for,  he  examined  the 
wounds,  and  fd\ind  that  they  had 
been  made  by  pieces  of  pewter. 

On  the  following  Wednesday 
Jackson  was  apprehended,  on  sus- 
picion of  having  been  concerned  in 
the  commusion  of  these  horrid  mur- 
ders. On  his  examination  he  gare 
ioformation  who  were  his  accom- 
plices ;  on  which  he  was  admitted 
an  eridencc  for  the  crown. 

In  a  few  days  after  Jackson  was 
taken  Into  custody  Conway  went 
to  the  shop  of  Mr.  finr(man,  a 
pawnbroker,  In  Jermyn  Street, 
where  he  offered  a  watch  in  pledge* 
An  adrertisement  In  the  newspa- 
pers, describing  the'  person  of  Con- 
way, having  been  read  by  Mr. 
Burtman,  the  latter  imagined  that 
he  was  the  man  thus  described  ;  on 
which  he  gave  a  hint  to  one  of  his 
servants  to  sit  by  Conway,  while 
he  (Burtman)  examined  the  watch. 

I'he  servant,  apprehending  dan- 
ger, whispered  his  master  that  It 
was  probable  he  had  pistols  in  bis 
possession ;  on  which  a  person  was 
sent  out,  to  request  the  attendance 
of  the  neighbours,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  mischief.  In  the  interim 
Conway,  remarking  that  they  whis- 
pered together,  begged  permission 
to  retire  to  the  vault;  which  he 
was  r^dily  allowed  to  do :  but  on 
his  return  he  was  taken  Into  cus- 
tody,  and  a  coach  was  called  to 
convey  him  to  Sir  John  Fielding^s 
office  in  Bow  Street. 

As  they  were  going  thither  Mr. 
Burtman  hinted  a  strong  suspicion 
that  Conway  was  guilty  of  the  mur- 
ders ;  to  which  the  latter  made  this 
remarkable  and  shocking  answer : 
^  Damn  my  eyes !  though  I  am 
guilty  (I  mean  not  guilty),  I^could 
not  shoot  two  men  at  once.' 

When  he  was  brought'  to  the 
house  of  tflb  magistrate  above  men- 
tioned^ he  was  confronted  with 
Jackson,  when  they  mutually  en- 


deavored to  criminate  each  other ; 
but  the  drcumstanoes  against  Con- 
way were  so  very  suspicious,  that 
Sir  John  Fielding  did  not  hesitate 
to  commit  him  to  Newgate. 

Richardson  was  likewise  appre- 
hended Within  five  days  after  this 
commitment,  and  taken  to  Bow 
Street  for  examination ;  when  tho 
charge  against  him  was  so  very 
strong,  that  he  wjis  likewise  com- 
mitted to  Newgate,  to  abide  the 
event  of  a  trial  by  jury. 

Jackson  having  been  admitted  an 
evidence,  bills  of  Indiotment  were 
preferred,  at  the  next  sessions  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  against  Conway 
and  Richardson,  who  were  put  on 
their  trials  for  the  murders  of  Mr. 
Venablcs  and  Mr.  Rogers.  Jack- 
son's evidence  against  them  was 
full  and  positive;  and  this  being 
strongly  supported  by  that  of  the 
person  of  whom  they  had  purchasect 
the  pistols,  aided  by  a  variety  of  col- 
lateral circumstances,  the  jury  did 
not  hesitate  to  convict  them,  the 
consequence  of  which  was  that  they 
were  condemned  to  die. 

After  conviction  they  were,  ai 
usual  in  such  cases,  lodged  in  the 
cells  of  Newgate,  and  we  are  fiorr3r 
to  say  that  their  penitence  did  not 
seem  proportioned  to  the  dreadful 
crime  they  had  committed ;  a  crime 
of  the  blackest  dye,  and  altogether 
unprovoked  by  those  who  fell  vic- 
tims to  their  inhuman  barbarity. 

On  the  Monday  following,  July 
the  19tii,  1770,  they  were  con- 
veyed to  Tyburn,  the  place  of  exe- 
cution; an  Incredible  number  of 
people  attending  the  solemn  pro- 
cession, and  preparing  to  see  the 
exit  of  men  who  had  distinguished 
themselves  by  the  atrociousness  of 
their  crimes,  and  whose  story  had 
excited  the  public  curiosity  In  a 
very  high  degree. 

Unprepar^  as  these  men  ap- 
peared to  have  been  for  the  dread*^ 
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ful  fate  that  awaited  them,  yet, 
when  thej  saw  how  near  and  how 
certain  it  was,  they  seemed  to  be 
shocked  to  a  degree  beyond  descrip- 
tion,  and  appeared  as  solemn  and 
sincere  in  their  defoHons  as  others 
who  had  saffered  at  the  fatal  tree. 

After  esecation  their  bodies  were 
cut  dawn  and  conreyed  to  Bow 
ComuMMi,  where  they  were  put  in 
diains,  and  hung  on  a  gibbet  Im- 
mense numbers  of  people  went  from 
London,  to  take  a  Tiew  of  these 
malefactort  while  hanging  in  chains : 


to  ta)k  of  a  thousand,  or  ten  thou- 
sand,  wonM  be  saying  nothing; 
perhaps  more  than  fifty  thousand 
fbited  the  spot  within  the  first  fire 
days.  Oa  Sunday,  particularly,  the 
place  resembled  ar  crowded  ftdr  $ 
and  many  people  got  money  by 
selling  liquors  and  other  profisions 
to  the  assembled  muUitude.  So 
great  was  the  crowd,  that  the  banks 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  eren  the 
hedges,  were  broken  down,  that 
the  mob  might  gratify  their  eager 
curiosity. 


JOHN  STRETTON, 

BX£CU1»0  FOR  ROBRINO  TBB  MAIL* 


Thu  unhappy  man  was  descend- 
ed of  respectable  parents,  who  gaTC 
bin  a  liberal  education ;  nor  did 
any  circumstance  arise  to  throw 
blame  or  his  character  tUi  the  dis. 
€o?ery  of  the  crime  which  cost  him 
bislifo. 

He  was  apprenticed  to  a  grocer 
in  LoRdon,  and  served  his  time  with 
a  degree  of  fidelity  that  would  1ia?e 
done  credit  to  any  servaat;  and  he 
appeared  to  gain  the  general  good 
opkiioiv  of  those  wlko  were  ae» 
quaioted  with  him. 

At  Ike  eipApatioR  of  hit  apprea* 
tieealup  ho  went  to  Hta  as  a  jour. 
Beyviaa  to  a  grocer  in  Bishopsgate 
Street,  where  he  still  maintained  a 
lair  dutracter^  and  continued  in 
this  stRtioR  sereral  years,  during 
which  ho  married,  and  had  a  daogh. 
ter ;  bat  his  wifie  died  a  considerable 
time  before  the  perpetration  of  the 
fact  which  rendered  hhn  a  fatal 
Tictim  to  the  fiolatoi  hiws  of  Ms 
oountry. 

Mr.  Stfetton,  ha?ing  hy  hk  fm. 
gality  accRRtalnled  a  sum  of  money, 
opened  a  shop  In  Biehopsgata  Street 
xm  his  owR  account,  and  had  every 
reasonable  prospect  of  success ;  for 
to  regular  iMid  been  hit  coodoct, 
and  so  iraeproadiablo  was  his  oha« 


racter,  that  not  any  person  in  his 
own  way  of  busineM  refused  to  give 
liim  credit  to  any  reasonable  amount. 

Unhappily,  however,  he  had  not 
long  embarked  ia  trade  before  his 
ruin  ensued,  from  a  cause  wbidl 
one  would  have  thought  letj  un- 
likely to  produce  it 

Hafing  conceived  a  design  of  ad« 
▼ancmg  himself  in  life  by  a  second 
nuirrlage,  and  a  butcher  In  the 
neighbourhood  behig  reputed  worth 
a  considerable  sum  of  money,  ho 
paid  his  addresses  to  hti  daughter, 
who  was  so  well  pleased  with  him, 
that  she  did  not  hesitate  to  moke  a 
declaration  in  his  favour ;  hut  the 
father,  onwIUiog  to  part  widi  any 
money,  as  a  portion  for  hb  dauglh. 
ter,  resofved  not  to  give  his  eo»« 
sent,  because  Mr.  Strettoe  was  not 
in  eircomstancev  of  Independence* 

In  the  mean  time  the  lovers  con- 
trived frequent  opportunities  of 
seeing  each  other,  and  the  vonng 
woman  repeatedly  Informed  Mr. 
Stretton  with  the  determinatioft  of 
her  father.  Chagrined  1^  this  cir- 
cumstance, and  molved  to  remove 
the  objection  which  seemed  to  arise 
tern  Ma  presumed  porerqr,  he  nuMle 
tlM  dreadful  resolution  of  robbing 
(ho  mail. 
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He  bad  not,  kowefer,  for  tome 
time  an  opportunity  of  carrying  bis 
intention  Into  execntion ;  for  he  was 
•eised  with  a  levere  fit  of  Illness, 
which  confined  him  to  his  bed  for 
some  weekf,  during  which  time  he 
was  frequently  fisifed  by  the  girl 
wImmm  he  had  courted,  and  also  by 
her  mother,  who  was  a  warm  friend 
to  the  proposed  marriage. 

At  length  he  recovered  his  health 
in  a  very  considerable  degree ;  on 
which  he  resolred  to  complete,  if 
pofsiWo,  the  plan  which  had  so  long 
agitated  his  mind.  In  porsnance 
hereof  he  took  an  opportunity, 
when  his  shopman  was  in  bed,  one 
Saturday  night,  to  quit  the  house, 
and 'go  m  far  as  the  City  Road, 
between  Islington  and  London, 
where  he  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
northern  mail,  which  came  oppo. 
site  Peerless  Pb6K  about  tw«  o'clock 
in  the  rooming. 

Strettoo,  obsenriag  the  postboy 
oomiog  up,  stopped  the  mail,  ami 
took  out  siich  bags  as  he  thought 
proper;  after  which  he  went  into 
Moorfields,  where  he  examined  the 
contents  of  the  bags,  and,  selecting 
such  bills  and  notes  as  he  considered 
nost  inalnable,  left  the  bags  be- 
hind him,  and  retired  to  bis  own 
house. 

As  fe6n  as  the  robbery  was  made 
known  at  the  post*oflice,  the  Post, 
master.  General  ofiered  by  adver- 
tisement, as  is  usual  on  such  occa* 
sioMy  a  reward  of  two  hundred 
ponnds  for  the  apprehenstoo  of  the 
robber :  but  nothing  transpired  ia 
tlie  coarse  of  ser eral  weeks ;  and  it 
is  protoMe  that  the  offender  might 
lurre  remained  much  longer  undo- 
tected  ^ut  for  the  following  cir- 
ootRStance. 

Strettoii  stHl  continued  to  pay  his 
addraiaes  to  tlie  butcher's  daughter; 


but  her  father,  unwilling  that  she 
should  marry  a  man  in  low  dr 
doubtful  circumstances,  was  con- 
tinually talking  to  Strotlon  on  the 
subject  of  money  matters ;  tiH  at 
length  the  latter  was  9^  impntdent 
as  to  show  him  the  draitM  in  his 
possession,  and  eren  to  send  a  por- 
ter to  Mr.  Boldero*s,  the  banker, 
for  the  acceptance  of  one  of  them, 
that  no  doubt  might  remain  of  their 
being  good  notes:  but  the  porter 
had  no  sooner  presented  the  bill 
than  he  was  detained,  and  a  peace* 
officer,  and  other  persons,  were 
sent  in  search  of  Mr.  Stretton, 
whom  they  found  at  his  own  house. 

They  inquired  how  he  came  to 
be  possess^  of  the  note  in  ques- 
tion ;  to  which  he  replied  that  he 
had  taken  it  in  the  coarse  of  busi- 
ness from  a  person  in  Bond  Street, 
who  was  in  his  debt. 

This  story  did  not  seem  to  be 
credited:  howerer,  a  coach  was 
called,  and  the  parties  went  toge- 
ther to  Bond  Street,  in  search  of 
the  person  who  was  said  to  hate 
paid  the  bili :  but  no  such .  man 
CQuld  be  found ;  on  which  the  suspi- 
cions against  Stretton  being  greatlj 
.  strengthened,  he  was  conreyed  to 
the  house  of  Sir  John  Fielding, 
wkp  committed  him  to  Newgate^  to 
abide  the  erent  of  a  trial.^ 

Objections  being  made  by  ce«»- 
sel  to  the  putting  him  on  his  trial 
at  the  first  and  second  sasskras  after 
his  commitment,  it  was  accor^sglj 
brought  on  at  the  thivd** 

When  Mr.  Strettoa  was  put  oa 
his  trial,  full  proof  arose  that  the 
drafts  and  notea  which  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  maU  were  found 
in  his  house ;  aad^  as  he  eouhl  gtre 
BO  probable  account  how  they  came 
intp  his  possession,  there  was  a 
strong  presamptiTe,  amounting  al- 


*  U  ought  to  be  mentioned,  to  the  credit  of  oar  courts  of  justice,  that  (he  lUgbteit 
argument,  which  has  but  the  appearanoe  of  reitson,  is  suffioisnt  to  inftusnce  ths  Biencb  in 
Alt  our  of  the  lirisvaer. 
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most  to  positiTe,  proof  that  he  had 
himtelf  committed  the  robbery ;  for 
it  appeared  eTident  to  the  jurj  that 
a  tradesman,  who  had  taken  these 
bills  and  notes  in  the  common 
course  of  business,  could  hate  ac- 
counted for  the  manner  in  which 
he  became  possessed  of  them,  or 
at  least  t^e  greater  part  of  them. 

After  a  full  deliberation  on  the 
case,  the  jury  did  not  hesitate  to 
pronounce  him  guilty,  the  conse. 
quence  of  which  was  that  he  re- 
ceiTed  sentence  of  death*    " 

After  confiction*  he  was  regular 
in  his  attendance  on  the  ofilces  of 
difine  worship;  but  no  arguments 
that  werb  made  use  of  could  preyail 
on  him  to  acknowledge  his  guilt, 
and  he  steadily  persisted  in  a  de- 
nial  of  the  justice  of  his  sentence. 
Notwithstanding  this,  he  appeared 
exceedingly  penitent  for  all  the 
faults  which  he  had  ever  committed ; 
and  declared  that  he  expected  sal  va« 
tion  only  through  the  merits  of  the 
Redeemer  of  mankind :  but,  with  re« 
gard  to  robbing  the  mail,  he  insisted 
that  be  had  never  been  guilty  of  it ; 
and  that  he  detested  the  thought  of 
such  an  execrable  baseness,  and 
was  totally  innocent  of  the  crime 
alleged  against  him. 

These  declarations  be  repeatedly 
made ;  and  on  the  morning  of  exe« 
pution,  when  he  was  called  down 
to  the  Press*yard,  to  have  his  irons 
knocked  off,  he  wa3B  urged  by  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate  to  make  an 
explicit  confession  of  the  crime; 
but,  far  from  doing  so,  he  still 
arowed  hb  perfect  innocence. 

He  was  attended  to  the  place  of 
execution  by  immense  crowds  of 
people,  who  wished  to  hear  the 
dying  words  of  a  man  to  be  exe- 
cuted  for  so  capital  a  crime,  for 
which  he  would  ne?er  acknowledge 
the  justice  of  that  verdict  by  which 
he  had  been  condemned. 

This  unhappy  man  suffered  at 


Tyburn  oa  the   1st   of   Angsst, 
1770. 

Many  people  have  thought  it 
impossible,  and  indeed  homaoity 
would  suppose  it  so,  for  any  man 
to  die  with  a  lie  in  his  month  ;  but 
in  the  case  of  Stretton  it  will  be 
very  hard  to  form  an  opinion  io  hia 
favour ;  for,  if  he  did  not  obtaia 
the  notes  and  drafts  by  robbing  the 
mall,  how  did  he  procure  them  ? — 
'  If  he  could  have  given  an  honest 
account  how  he  became  possessed 
of  them — if  he  could,  as  Shakspeare 
emphatically  phrases  it,  have  deli- 
vered <  a  round  unvarnished  tal»— 
it  would  have  been  almost  impos- 
sible that  he  should  have  been  con- 
victed ;  for  the  jurymen  of  this 
country  (to  their  honour  be  it  re- 
corded)  are  exceedingly  tender  of 
the  lives  of  their  fcUow^tizeos. 

The  presumption  then,  In  this 
particular  case,  is  very  strong  that 
the  malefactor  must  have  denied  his 
crime  from  a  species  of  pride  alto- 
gether unwarrantable.  We  would 
not  wish  to  be  thought  severe  or 
uncharitable  In  our  conjectures; 
but  It  is  improbable  that  any  man 
could  have  been  possessed  of  the 
contents  of  a  mail,  which  had  been 
robbed,  without  knowing  how  they 
came  into  his  possession. 

His  sending  the  draft  to  the 
banker's  for  acceptance  is  a  proof 
of  the  most  egregious  folly ;  for  he 
must  have  been  morally  certain  that 
his  messenger  would  be  stepped, 
and  that  his  own  detection  would 
inevitably  ensue. 

If  we  suppose  that  his  love  In- 
duced him  to  take  this  dangerous, 
step,  we  should  recollect  that  he. 
had  been  married  before,  and  was. 
therefore  the  less  likely  to  have 
been  involved  in  a  passion  so  vio- 
lent as  to  tempt  him  to  so  danger- 
ous an  experiment. 

Upon  the  whole,  notwithstand- 
ing all  appearances  to  the  contrary,* 
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tlw  pmimption  is  Terjctrong  tkat 
this  man  was  ia  dislretsed  circnm- 
ftances,  which  he  sought  to  repair 
by  marriage ;  but,  fiading  his  hopes 
at  least  postponed,  he  took  the 
most  dangerous  met|)od  imaginable 
to  repair  his  shattered  fortunes. 

.It  is  astonishing  titat,  during  his 
sickness,  he  should  not  ha?e  had 
recollection  enough  to  induce  him 
to  desist  from  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  dangerous  plan  he  had 
fonned.  lo'geiMral  sickness  is  pro- 


ductife  qf  thoughts  more  serioas 
than  those  which  attend  us  in  per- 
feet  health  ;  but  the  whole  of  this 
unhappy  man*8  conduct  should 
teach  us  to  pray  continually  for 
the  assisting  grace  of  God,  that  we 
may  not  be  led  into  temptation,  but 
delivered  from  all  the  evils  that  sur- 
round us ;  so  that,  after  a  short 
passage  through  this  troublesome 
world,  we  may  be  receired  into 
the  arms  of  eternal  mercy  ! 


Morgan  at  the  Chi^. 


RICHARD  MORGAN, 

IXECD^EO  FOR  PaiTATELY  STEALING, 

This  malefactor  was  a  native  of  duties  of  religion 
lEUesfliere,  in  Shropshire,  descended 
ot  poor  parents^  whose  virtuous 
characters  were  the  greatest  part  of 
th^r  ^KissessioB..  They  bestowed 
on  him  as  good  an  education  as  their 
c^nmslaiiees  woudd  admit,  and 
vraro.qarelal  to  instract  him:ia  the 

TOL.  II. 


When  he  grciw 
towards  years  of  maturity  he  en. 
tered  into  the  serviee  of  a  farmer 
in  the  neighbourhood,  with^hom 
he  lived  near  three  years  wItK  an 
unblemished  reputation* 

After  this  he  engaged  to  serve 
t>thcr  farmers  ja  different  parjU  of 
61 
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.a  bufibaiidoMin  till  he  bec^m^. alioopt 

,  two.an4-t>vciity  year9  of  age,  ai\d 

:th?A  repaired  (0  L#Qndon,  in  ord^r 

to  obtiMn  6ub$i8(e»cc  by  liis  boncit 

en4eaTQUr£U  - 

|(e  Bad  niK  been  long  M»  Uiwn 
before^  <»n(<«red  imii> \ik^unvw 
of  Mr.^Uot^hkin^  a  capMal  Unei). 
4mpi?r  near  ^nitkfidd  Bars.  Uis 
,  principal  bwiM«Ps  waj»  to  xiairy  out 
parcels^  and  bjis  behaviour  wa$  sHdi, 
for  a  considerable  time,  as  entitled 
him  to  the  approbation  of  hiii  mas. 
ter. 

*  "At  length  he  was  unfortunate 
enough  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  servant  of  a  distiller  in  the. 
ncighbourhopd,  who  introduced 
him  into  a  set  of  company  which 
led  to  his  ruin.  Morgan  had  been 
hitherto  remarkable  for  his  so- 
briety ;  but;  a  fatal  change  soon 
.took  place.  The  distiller's  servant 
-was  one  of  a  law  alehouse  club,  of 
which  Morgan  became  a  member  ; 
and  each  of  the  company  paid  four, 
.pence  halfpenny  for  his  evening's 
^expenses  iJi  beer  and  tobacco. 

It  wasjn  this  club  that  the  first 
taint  appears  to  have  been  giten  to 
Morgan's  morals.  Some  of  the 
company,  who  were  chiefly  por- 
ters, used  to  boast  how  considera- 
.bly  they  defrauded  their  masters, 
and  even  mentioned  the  names  of 
the  parties  to  whom  they  sold  the 
stolen  effects. 

For  some  time  Morgan  appeared 
shocked  at  the  idea  of  obtaining 
money  by  such  a  violation  of  the 
laws  of  duty  and  integrity,  knd 
actually  absented  himself  from  the 
€inp;  bat  at  length  tlie.  scrvaiit  6f 
.ih^  distjlllen  .prftTailed  on  him  to/re- 
•  join  Ihe  oovpany,  which  he  did, 
iJMjWithii  reserreiii.'bi^  awa  mind 
I  Ubdft  be  ^rouldrooc  :ba  joonoet add;  in 
any  of  tbfliBiJDlquitoua  transac 
'ti^fts* 
1  .  Thepegoodr*sQJLutionSyii6wt#e^9 


idid  not  last  any  comslifrMe  tpoM  ; 
4or  bis  cOiRpantons,  wisbtng  him  tti 
entec  into  their  pTaciicet,  artfolif 
took  him  to  the  hoine  of  tkeman 
who  received,  the  stolen  g^aodi, 
vlierc  besaw^such  vaiioua  articles 
which  p^r^era  had  stolea  ham  thek- 
^asteJSv&iiil  reipaliied  ondeAected, 
that  be  was  bui  too  easily  IfidiiGed 
to  cooamenoii  the  iiikk  practice* 

iiis  Blind  being  thus  prepared  for 
acts  of  dishonesty,  he  soon  begaa 
,to>  purloin  his  master^  elTecti, 
which  he  stole  in  considerable  quan- 
titles ;  and  as  Mr,  Ilotchkin  had  a 
very  large  stock,  and  dealt  iu  the 
wholesale  trade,  the  articles  could 
not  be  easily  missed,  so  ihat  hehad 
an  opportunity  of  continuing  his  dc- 
prcdations  for  a  considerable  space 
of  time  ;  and,  indeed,  when  the  ar* 
tides  were  at  length  mbsed^  no  one 
suspected  Morgan  to  be  the  thief, 
as  his  character  had  been  hitherto 
irreproachable,  and  his  behaviour 
such  as  to  entitio  him  lo  general 
respect. 

liis  custom,  was  to  cosvey  the 
stolen  goods  to  a  stably  in  Duclwro 
Yard,  Chick  Lane,  where  tber 
were  deposi^d  till  the  u^ual  pHf^ 
chaser  came,  and  bought  ihem^  «Ad 
carried  them  off. 

Morgan's  practices  in  this  waj: 
were  so  consid|srabM„  that  his  com- 
panions of  tho  cittlx  began  to  looli 
on  him  as  a  proper  agent  for  disw 
posing  of  such  goods  as  shoaM  be 
stolen  by  others  ;  but  this  plan  was 
defeated  almost  as  soon  as  it  vu 
formed.  . 

*"'Silt,  flotchkin  at  length  disco. 
veriiig  that  he  had  been  robbed, 
mndi  that  Ihe  depredations diad  been 
iveqnently.  renewod^  and  obscir^iiig 
thai  not  an j^ /person  4i{idt  bn»kte 
Into  hisr  house,  ihe  oonchid^tlHit 
the  mbbepiMist  bo  ohowIno  tfvoil 
in  thofaaiiyv  "  •>•• 

.  In  itonsac^u^MO 'hee«ol^|toM«o 
¥f  aa  dkppointad  >tOi  wateh' the«AOltoiii 
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^•i  Mttfgan;  ftnd  on  lA9%6\M%OMt 
^e  was  followed  to  a  house,  whence 
he  took  seteral  parcels  to  an  inn, 
ia  bfi  parried  by  the  Birmingham 
waggon. 

tttqdlry  being  made  into  the  af. 
fair,  it  was  discovered  thpif  Morgan 
.bad  a  considerable  quantity  of 
goods  destined  for  the  irame  pt^cc  ; 
antf  tbese^  being  eitamincd,  were 
foand  to  be  the  property  of  Mr. 
ilotchkin,  who9e  marks  were  on 
tbe  several  pieces ;  on  whfeh  the 
•dender  was  taken  into  eastbdy, 
and  carried  before  a  mftgittratc. 
On- hk  examinatfon  he  denied  haV. 
Ing  been  giiilty  of  the  cdtne  al- 
leged against  him  ;  but,  a»  the  pre- 
■oiDptSf  e  e?iden«ie  of  the  fact  was 
toe  strong  to  Mtsff  of  his  being 
dinnisied,  he  wa9  conitAitted  to 
f^wgate,  till  ^e  ensuihg  sessions 
at  the  OM  Bailey,  that  his  guilt  or 
imtoeonoe  ini|^  KbMe  the  award  of 
ajtfry. 

On  his  triti  tbe  c^dcnc«  agahast 
binrftas^io  condusivethclt  no  hesi. 
tat(oB  could  be  made  to  find  him 
gwiity,  and  judgment  of  death 
ptffsedof  course. 

After  contieHbn  he  aeknowledged 
to-  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate  the 
Jtfsrtfce  of  hit  sentence^  and  owned* 
thai  be^had  def^uded  hismarter  of 
gowlv  to  a  eonsiderabte  anrount. 
Hewatfcoastantanil  regtftar  in  his 
d^ofionar,  both  in'  the  chapel  arnd 
hk  his  eeH ;  nor  dki  he  seem  to  en* 
ttrrtiiln  a  hope  of  that  mercy  which 
be  bftd  no  right  to  expecf. 

Wbea  he  was  told  that  hit  name 
was  inolhdedin  the  warrant  for  exe- 
eftthoR)  be  received  tHe  dreadful 
newt  witb  great  eomposure ;  and 
dOfUfessed  thatiie  had  merited  tbe 
flbockfng  fate  that  awftKed'  bfin. 
Her  behaved  even  witb  pbus  re^ig- 
Mrflott>  sttid  aektiow^cdged  that 
Mtb^  in  the  merits  o^  Christ  by 
i^ftleb  poor  shiners  are  to^expect* 
s^vation. 


Ht  Wis  Visttcil  after  contictibii 
by  a  number  of  people  who  had 
known  him  in  the  former  part  of 
Hfe,  and  who  kindly  assisted  bim 
in  his  solemn  preparations  for 
eternity. 

He  received  the  sacrament  on  the 
mofning  of  his  death,  and  repeated 
the  declarations  he  had  formerly 
made  of  his  guilt.  At  the  fatal 
tree  he  addressed  himself  to  (he 
surroanding  multitude,  earnestly 
desiring  servants  not  to  defraud 
their  employers.  He  prayed  in  the 
most  earnest  manner,  aad  so  audi- 
biy  as  to  bo  heard  by  great  num- 
bers who  attended  his  fatal  exit. 
After  tbe  body  had  hung  the  cus- 
tomary  time  it  wa^  delivered  to  his 
frienTls,  in  •rder  to  its  being  hurled 
as  they  might  think  proper. 

Rldiard  Morgan  suffered  atTy- 
burir  on  the  17th  of  May,  l'/72. 

From  the  case  of  this  uufbrtu- 
nate  man  persons  in  a  dependent 
situation  should  principally  Ifearn 
two  things;  viz.  nxjver  to  injure 
4beit- masters ;  and  by  all  nleans  to 
avoid  any  connexion  witU  low  com. 
pany  at  alehouses,  as  the  keeping 
lueh  company  may  Insensibly  in- 
volve them  in  expenses  which  may 
lead=  to  the  commitment  of  acts  of 
dhlionesty. 

Hbnestcountrymen  arc  generally 
too  fond  of  repaiiiffg  io  London^ 
in  the  vain  hope  of  mttking  that 
fortune  which*  very  few  of  thtnt 
ever  acquine;  and  perhaps  those 
who  do  might  be  iho^re  happy  in 
their-native  fields,  undisturbed  wi(H 
the  cares  of  the  busy  world. 

It  is  not  every  man  that  grows" 
rich  that  becomes  happy  ofcourse  ; 
artd  perhaps  tbe  contrary^ls^morei 
geirerafly  the  ca^; 
'  Upon  the  wlroKi,  wd  should* 
feam  resignation  to  thV  wHr'  of 
Providence,  and  he  tau^Ht  the  great 
doctrrpe  of  t*o?ng  ct)^itiirfnn  any  sftk- 
tlon  in  which  wtf  may  bepfacbd  :^ 
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'  Life's  but  aihort  chase  ;  the  game  Con-  While  the  poor  pesMRt,  on  Mine'diitiiiit 
teut,  t|ill« 

'Which  roost  pursued  is  most  compelled  to  Undangered,  and  at  ease,  views  all  the 
fly ;  sport. 

And  be  that  mounts  him  on  the  iwiftest  And  sees  Content  take  shelter  m  his  cot- 
hope  tage/  / 

Shall  often  run  bis  coarser  to  a  stand;  biAKSPSAiui. 


JAMES  ATTAWAY  AND  RICHARD  BAILEY, 

EXECUTED  FOR  BURGLARY* 


The  crime  for  wltich  these  men 
io  justly  8uffered»wa8  committed  in 
a  manner  most  artful  and  daring. 

About  nine  o'clock  one  erening 
they  went  to  the  house  of  Thomas 
Le  Merr,  Esq.  in  Bedford  Row*, 
London,  a  public  and  genteel  street. 
Thej  bad  recei?ed  information  that 
Mr.  Le  Merr  was  in  the  country. 
On  their  knocking  at  the  door,  tt 
was  opened  by  a  footoiyi,  to  whom 
Bailey  deii?ered  a  letter,  saying  it 
was  for  his  master :  before  the  ser- 
Tant  could  answer,  Attaway,  an* 
other  daring  ruffian,  who  escaped 
justice,  rushed  in,  shut  the  street 
door,  and  stabbed  him  in  the  belly 
with  a  dagger.  They  tben  drew 
cords  from  their  pockets,  tied  the. 
bleeding  man's  bands  behind  his 
back,  and  dragged  him  down  stairs 
into  the  kitchen,  unloosed  his 
hands,  and  ordered  him  to  light  a 
candle,  though,  being  summer,  it 
was  not  dark*  This  done,  regard, 
less  of  bis  wound,  which  he  begged 
time  to  bind, up,  they  again  tied 
his  hands  behind  him,  bringii^g  the 
rope  first  about  his  neck,  and  (hen 
across  his  face,  in  such  a  manner 
that  it  went  through  his  mouth, 
which  it  kept  open,  and  then  made 
it  fast  behind.  Thus  bound,  they 
dragged  him  into  a  cellar,  and 
bolted  him  in. 

In  a  few  minutes  one  of  the  ?il. 
Jains  returned,  asking  if  he  wai 
Hut ;  and  being  answered,  as  well 
as  the  poor  man  could  speak,  that 
he  was  secure  enough^  they  broke 
open  the  pantry,  where  the  plate- 
ch/dit  was  kept,  forced  the  lock,  and 


deliberately  packed  up  its  contents. 
In  the  mean  time  the  wounded 
man  gnawed  the  rope  in  his  mouth, 
and  soon  liberated  himself.  He 
then  forced  open  the  door  which 
confined  him,  and  got  into  the  area, 
o?er  which  was  a  skylight;  and* 
apprehensife  that  he  was  bleeding 
to  death,  he  made  an  effort,  hj 
climbing  up  a  pipe,  to  get  through 
it,  and  give  an  alarm.  In  effecting 
this  he  stuck  ny  the  middle,  and 
near  his  wound,  a  considerate 
time,  but  was  not  heard  by  tae 
thieves,  who  were  bnsily  employed 
in  securing  their  plunder.  Making 
a  last  exertion,  he  succeeded,  and, 
dragging  the  rope  after  him,  got  to 
the  stables  behind  the  housej  add 
called  for  help  as  loud  as  his  al- 
most exhausted  strength  would  por* 
mit.  Fire  or  six  grpoms  immuDdi- 
ately  came  to  his  assistance,  and 
seized  the  robbers  a»  they  were 
coming  out  of  the  house ;  thus  for- 
tunately saving  the  poor  fellow's 
life  and  Mr.  Le  Merr's  pr^pterty. 

On  this  evidence  they  were  con- 
sequently found  guilty,  the  wound- 
ed man  being  able  to  appear  in 
court  against  them*-  They  were 
executed  at  Tyburn,  July  4,  1770, 
along  with  Daniel  Pftuyer,  for  a 
burglary  io  the  house  of  Robert 
Walker,  of  Little  Carter  Lane, 
London;  Francis  Lulterwell,  for 
stealing  wearhig  apparel,  the  pro- 
perty of  Thomas  Jackson,  io  Urn 
house  of  William  Shepherd,  in  BeU 
Yard,  Temple  Bar;  and  John  Readr 
alias  Miller,  for  returning  .fiym 
transportation. 
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CAPTAIN  DAVID  FERQUSON, 

EXECUTED  FOR  THE  MDROEa  OF  HIS  CABLN-BOT. 


At  the  ^dmiral tj  sessions,  held 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  the  17th  of 
December,  1770,  Dafid  Ferf uson, 
m^terof  themerchant-ship  Betsey^ 
was  tried  for  the  murder  of  Ids 
cabin-boy,  a  lad  about  thirteen 
ye%r8  or  age,  during  his  Toyage 
from  Virginia  to  Antigua. 

It  appeared  that  four  of  Captain 
Ferguson's  crew  died,  and  he  was 
charged  with  the^  murder  of  them 
all.  On  one  of  these  alleged  crimes 
he  was  tried  in  Virginia,  and  ac. 
quitted. 

Lord  Bortelot,  the  then  gofer- 
nor  of  that,  colony,  transmitted  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  to  the 
secretary  of  state  for  foreign  af- 
fairs  in  London,  with  a  faforable 
opinion  thereon. 

Though  we  haTO  Jiad  too  fre- 
9 vent  occasion,  in  the  course .  of 
this  work,  to  state  the  wanton  ex- 
ercise of  that  power  necessarily 
given  to  commanders  at  sea,  yet 
we  also  know  that  the  crew  are 
too  often  ready  to. construe  neces* 
sary  correction  into  cruelty  ;  and, 
should;  any  of  the  hands  corrected 
by  the  captain  diJ,  CTen  by  acci. 
dent,  or  the  common  course  of  na- 
ture, they  are  sure  to  aggravate  the 
affair^  and  pei^ccute  their  com- 
mander. 

The  ship  Betsey  sailed  from  the 
Capds  of  Virginia  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  when  the  cold  is  intense  to 
a  degree,  of  which  Englishmen 
ba?e  hardly  a  conception.     Heayy 


gales  of  wind  and  long  falls  of 
snow  succeed  each  other,  day  after 
day«  The  shrouds  and  rigging  are 
incrusted  with  ice,  and  they  often 
snap  from  the  tension  thereby  oc- 
casioned. The  masts,  thus  de- 
prived of  their  principal  support, 
are  often  ready  to  fall  by  the 
board,  while  the  deck  is  deeply  co- 
vered with  snow.* 

In  such  cases  seamen  do  their 
duty  with  much  rehictanee ;  and, 
when  their  extravagance  In  harbour 
has  deprived  them  of  the  means  of 
laying  in  an  allowance  of  brandy 
and  tobacco,  they  grow  clamorous 
to  their  captain  for  those  indispen- 
sable articles,  with  which  heb  not 
bound  to  supply  them  ;  In  fact,  he 
generally  provides  little  more  than 
may  serve  himself. 

Captain  Ferguson's  crew,  thus 
situated,  ipere  often  remiss  ia  their 
duty;  and,  on  several  occasions, 
his  utmost  exertions  were  called 
upon  for  the  safety  of  his  ship ;  but 
that  he  exceeded  the  bounds  of  mo- 
deration must  be  admitted,  from 
bis  conviction  by  an  English  j«ry 
of  the  murder  of  hb  cabin-boy^'  ' 

Perhaps  the  severity  of  the  sea«- 
son,  the  crew  being  unprof  Ided  with 
liqjior,  and  also  without  sufficient 
warm  clothing,  contributed  more 
to  the  death  of  the  remaining  three 
that  perished  than  correction.  The 
survivors  imputed  the  murder  of 
them  all  to  the  cruelty  of  their  cap- 
tain. 


*  A  shocking  insUnce  of  the.  sad  effects  of  these  siidden  snow  storms,  on  the  coast  of 
America,  happened  to  the  ofTicers  of  the  Assistance  man  of  war,  Ijriog  off  Sandj-Hook, 
near  New  York,  in  the  year  1*784.  Six  seamen  of  that  ship  confederated  to  desert, 
jumped  into  ihe  yawl,  and  pushe^  off  from  the  ship  towards  the  shore.  Another  boat 
was  got  ready  for  a  parsait,  and  was  manned  by  the  first  lieutenant,  eleven  other  offi- 
cers, and  one  seaman*  Before  they  cooid  09me  up  with  the  deserters,  a  snow  storm 
came  on,  which,  as  is  often  the  case,  so  overpowered  them,  and  so  darkened  the  horizon* 
that  they  lost  sight  both  of  the  yawl  and  the  ship,  and  were  all,  except  one,  next  morning 
found  dead  on  ihs  beach,  near  Middletod  Poitt,  in  New  Jersey,  most  of  them  sticking  ia 
tiieiDwdl 
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To  come  to  the  charge  oq  which 
he  was  convicted :  it  was  proTed 
that  he  had  frequently  beat  the  boy 
ID  a  manner  far  too  severe  for  bis 
tender  years  <o  bear ;  and  (bat  he 
had  knocked  him  down,  and  then 
stamped  upon  hinu  After  this  bar- 
barous usage  he  confined  him  al- 
most an  hour  upon  deck,  to  tho 
weather-side  of  his  long4>oat, 
when  the  weather  was  so  severe 
that  snow  carered  the  deck,  and 
the  shrouds  were  snapping.  Thkt 
he  again  pushed  him  down,  and 
trod  upon  him  with  both  bis  fret. 

The  seamen  said  that  tkc  boy 
provoked  this  punt^ihment  by  com. 
ing  upon  deck  with  only  one  stock* 
lug  on.  The  sufferer  did  not  make 
complaittt  of  (ha  effects  of  his  visage 
ttntil  eleven  o'clock  at  night ;  and 
the  next  day  he  fell  into  the  hold, 
and  was  missing  fire  hours.  He 
was  found  dead  upon  the  ballast. 
^  In  his  dofenre  Captain  Fergu- 
son proved  the  distress  bis  ship  was 
in  from  tho  weather,  and  the  re- 
fractory spirit  of  the  ercw,  several 
of  whom  he  was.  obliged  So  force  to 
their  duty. 

On'  the  passage  of  tho  Ebtscy 
ho«c  to  Englaodj^  Major  Watson 
and  €ap4ain  Lilly,  who  vrer«  paa. 
sengers,  proved  that  she  was 
wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Sus^x  ; 
and  thai  it  wallowing  to  the  moiu. 
tion  and  good  conduct  of  Captain 


FerguA>o  that  they,  together  with 
the  crew,  wrere  saved.  It  also  ap- 
peared that  many  vessels  at  sea  with 
tho  Betsey,  on  tho  coast  of  A  roe* 
rica,  had  several  of  th»r  crews 
frostbitten,  whi^h  turning  to  gan^ 
grcne,  ikey  died.  The  inference 
attempted  to  be  made  was  that  tho 
frost  had  killed  the  cabin-b^y. 

Several  respectable  merchants 
gave  the  prisoner  a  good  character 
for  integrity  and  humanity;  but 
the  jury  found  him  guilty,  and  sen. 
tence  of  death  was  passed  upon  him 
accordingly. 

ConsideraMe  interest  was  made 
to  obtain  the  royal  mercy,  and  (a 
crrcnmstanoe  seldom  granted  to 
marderers,  and  then  only  wbeiv 
some  doubts  arise  in  the  minds  of 
the  privy  oooncil  on  the  case)  he 
received  a  resfyite. 

On  the  4th  of  January,  1771,  . 
eighteen  days  after  conviction,  tho 
warrant  arrived  for  hie  exceutiow  ; 
and  the  next  day,  attended  by  the 
marshal  of  the  Atlmiraliy,  carrying 
a  sllier  oar,  he  was  carried  horn 
Newgate  to  ExecutJion  Dock,  and 
there  hanged. 

His  body  was  hung  in  chahisr 
vpon  the  marshes  of  the  ri?er 
Thames.  *  • 

Thas  perished  Captain  Darisl 
Ferguson,  a  victim  to  his  ungo* 
ventabk  passion,  In  tho  twenty* 
sixth  year  of  his  age. 


LUKE  CANNON  AND  JOHN  SIDAY, 

EXKCUTEO  FOli  BUIIGLAHY. 


At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey  in  the  month  of  February, 
1771,  Luke  Cannon  and  John  Si- 
day  were  indicted  for  breathing  and 
cutcclng  i,he  dwelling-house  of  the 
HoaonabW  Edward  StratCoicd,  about 
two  o'ctook  in  the  morning  of  the 
Jttth  of  January  preceding,  and 
siculUig:  silver  pkte,  gold  rings^ 
diamonds,  and  a  variety  of  other 


▼ahiable  articles,  fo  the  amount  9i 
two  thousand  pounds. 

It  would  l>c  equally  useless  and 
tedious  to  recount  the  particulars 
of  tho  indictment;  for  tlie  things 
^oLon  were  so  f  ery  noowrous,  that 
the  bare  recital  of  them  wouKl  ill 
some  pages  of  this  work. 

Mary  Brain,  who  h^  bipen  a. 
servant  to  Mr.   Stratford  ai  tha. 
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lime  6f  the  robbery,  deposed  lh.it 
Cannon  had  likewise  lived  with  her 
master,  but  had  been  d'^charged  on 
the  id  of  January  r  thatSiday  came. 
fbr  Some  clothes  uhich  Cannon  hart 
left  behind  hhn  ;  but  that  the  ser- 
vants would  not  deliver  them,  ai 
they  conceived  he  had  no  authority 
ib  come  thither.  She  sdid  that 
there  was  an  area  before  the  wln- 
doW  of  the  fore  kitchen,  which  she 

^fonmltd  be  fast  at  ten  o'clock,  add 

*tW  the  kifchcn  wlndow-shnttcl* 
was  secure  at  eight  o'clock ;  and 
liketrise  that  the  roftbiTs  must  have 
entered  at  the  fore  kitchen. 

Alexander  CorncHus  deposed 
that  he  was  a  servant  of  Mr.  Strat- 
ford ;  and  that  wheti  he  arose  on ' 

,  the  morning  of  the  l^th  of  Jaiiuary 
he  fbund  a  press  burst  open  which 
he  had  safisfjr  locked  on  the  preced- 
ing night,  and  that  the  plate  was 

.gone;  that  he  found  the  plate  chest 
in  the  housekeeper's  room  also  burst! 
open ;  that  the  sdsh  in  the  window 
of  the  area  had  bbi?n  burst,  atid 
the  cords  were  hanging  to  it ;  and 
that  he  obiCrv^d  many  specks  pf 
wax  about  the  hall,  and  som^  dirt 
which  trasnot  thereon  fhc  prcccd. 
ing  night,  lie  said  he  had  riot 
been  above  ten  or  eleven  days  in 
Mr,  Stratford's  service,  and  was  ig- 
norant of  what  was  lost  out  of  the 
hmiiekeeper's  room. 

Elizabeth  Chamberlayne,  the 
hoiKC-keeper,  confirmed  as  much 
of  Cbrnelios's  '  evidcn^re  as  came 
Hithfn  her  knowledge,  and  stfid 
that  iroihfng  was  stolen  from  her 
room  except  the  plate.  She  i\e^ 
posed  that  Gannon  entered  tifto 
Air.  Stratford's  service  at  Bdih  3 
bu^she  had  never  sc^i  Siday  till 
after  he  was  taken  into  custody. 

Mr.  Stratford  ij^ve  the  particu- 
lars of  his  having  been  robbed,  as 
fit r  is  hfe  could  be  Acquainted  iiilh^ 
them:  ho*  said  that  he  harf'tu'keii 
Cdnn6ti  Into  his  i^rvica  ki  Bdth| 


but  dhchargcd  him  on  the  ^d  ot 
January,  on  finding  him  ihuch 
flushed  With  liquor,  as  he  made  it  a 
rule  neVer  to  keep  a  servant  Mhd 
was  attached  to  the  vice  Of  drunk- 
erthess,  - 

Moses  Levi,  a  dealer  in  old 
clothes,  deposed  thit  Siday  caltcd 
him  into  his  lodgihgs  in  Scacoal 
Lahe,t)n  thc^Ist  of  January,  whort 
Cannon  was  present,  and  that  he 
brtught  of  Siday  some  valuable 
clothes^  and  six  hundred  and  fifty 
ounces  of  plate,  pdying  for  it  up. 
wards  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
pounds  in  cash  and  a  note;  and 
i\\H  he  paid  a  part  bf  the  sufti  to 
Siday,  and  a  p.irt  to  Cannon  ;  and 
farther,  that  he  sold  the  plate  to 
Jacob  Jacobs,  the  son  of  Lazarus 
Jacobs.  The  testimony  of  the  wif. 
ness  was  positive  that  both  the  pri- 
soners were  present  at  the  time  he 
made  the  purchase. 

There  were  a  variety  of  corrt). 
borative  circumstances,  tending  to 
prove  the  stealing  dnd  selling  of  the 
plate  and  other  effects  ;  but  the  at. 
fUh  was  so  clear  io  the  jury  that 
ihty  did  not  hesitate  to  fihd  the 
prisoners  guilty  ;  in  conieqncnce  of 
which  they  received  sentence  of 
death? 

At  the  same  time  Lazarus  Jacobs, 
Jacob  Jacobs,  and  Michael  Glan- 
non,  were  tried  for  recHving  the 
stolen  eflccts;  when  Lazarus  was 
acquitted,  but  Jacob  Jacobs  and" 
Glannon  were  coilvicted,  affd  sen- 
tenced to  be  transported  for  foui** 
tccn  years,  though  they  made  very 
artful  defences,  and  Glannon  par. 
tieularly  brought  many  ))QQpDQ  to 
testify  to  his  character — but  cha- 
ritcter  will, have  littl.e.weight against 
po?»itive  evidence. 

After  conviction  the  bihaviouif'  of 
Camion  and  Siday  was  by  no  uieaiis 
adapted  to  their  unhappy  slftuatioti. 
They  were  attended,  aS  u^iial[  iu 
lu^h   kas6s,    by   the    Ordirtiry'of 
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Newgate,  but  paid  little  regard  ko 
hit  pious  exhortations. 

On  the  morning  of  execution 
Siday  behaved  in  the  most  hardened 
manner;  and,  of  three  others  that 
If  ere  condemned  to  tuffer,  one  of 
them  struck  the  executioner  when 
he  was  put  into  the  cart. 

Immense  crowds  of  spectators 
attended  these  unhappy  joung  men 
to  the  place  of  their  fatal  exit ;  for 
their  crimes  had  beeo  much  the  sub- 
ject of  public  conyersation.  Siday, 
in  particular,  had  been  concerned 
with  George  Birch  in  breaking 
open  the  house  of  Mr.  Greenfield, 
linen-draper,  in  Fleet  Street,  and 
robbing  it  of  goods  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  thirteen  hiindred  pounds. 

When  they  arrifed  ^t  the  place 
of  execution.  Cannon  said  that  ho 
had  been  a  single  man,  a  married 
roan^an  honest  man,  and  a  rogue, 
within  a  tweWemonth ;  and  in 
which  time  he  should  suffer. 

Luke  Cannon  and  John  Siday 
were  executed  at  Tyburn  on  the 
27th  of  February,  1771. 

Of  Cannon  we  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  any  farther  particu- 
lars than  what  may  bo  gathered 
from  the  course  of  the  evidence 
above  recited.  With  regard  to  Si- 
day,  we  are  told  that  he  was  born  of 
respectable  parents,  well  educated, 
and  apprenticed  to  the  very  genteel 
profession  of  a  printer.  What  use 
he  made  of  these  advantages  is  but 
too  plaiuly  sees  in  the  preceding 
narrative. 

An  early  attachment  to  bad  com- 


pany, and  an  introductioa  io  the 
paths  of  vice,  led  with  rapid  and 
certain  success  to  his  ruin.  Such 
rub  may  be  expected,  and  ooght  to 
be  dreaded,  by  every  youth,  who 
dare  not  have  the  resolutioii  of 
treading  in  the  paths  of  virtue. 

Yet,  when  we  consider  how  nodi 
more  easy  it  is  to  be  honest  thaa 
otherwise,  how  safe  and  how  plain 
is  the  path  of  duty,  one  would  woo. 
der  that  any  person  could  be  blind 
enough  to  jdeviatb  into  the  wmys  oC  ' 
error. 

From  a  serious  consideration  of 
the  case  before  us,  youth  should  bo 
taught  that  a  steady  and  unremit. 
ting  perseverance  in  the  line  of 
duty,  whatever  little  inconveniencea 
may  seem  to  attend  them  at  the 
time,  will  infallibly  tend  to  pro. 
mote  their  welfare,  temporal  and 
etenial. 

What  person  in  bis  senses  would 
condescend  to  be  a  rogue,  when  it 
18  so  much  his  interest  to  be  honest  l 
To  say  nothing  of  higher  considenu 
tions,  the  mere  credit  of  living  in 
reputation,  and  being  spoken  well 
of  by  all  our  neighbours,  should 
be  sufficient  to  put  vice  out  of 
fashion. 

In  the  case  before  us  one  excel- 
lent lesson  is  taught  to  servants  : 
Mr.  Stratford  disdiarged  Cannon 
because  he  found  him  in  liquor. — 
The  reason  was  a  good  one.  The 
man  who  will  disguise  himself,  so 
as  not  to  have  the  command  of  his 
own  intellects,  can  never  be  th^ 
faithful  servant  of  any  master. 


LEVI  Weil,  ASHER  weil,  jacob  LAZARUS,  and 

SOLOMON  PORTER, 

BSXCUTBO  ron  the  MURDEa  OV  JOHN  SLOW^  I 


This  daring  violation  of  the  law, 
which  long  roused  the  public  indig- 
nation against  the  whole  Jewish 
people,  happened  in  the  house  of 
Mrs.  HutehlogSy    in    the    Ring's 


Road,  Chelsea,  who  was  a  fanner's 
widow,  left  by  her  husband  in  good 
circumstances,  and  with  three  chil- 
dren, two  boys  and  a  girl. 
On  Saturday  evening,  just  as 
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the  Jewish  sabbath  ended,  a  nn. 
merous  and  daring  gang  of  the  dis* 
ciples  of  the  house  of  Israel  as. 
sembled  in  Chelsea  Fields,  and 
there  lurked  abonttill  ten  o'cliH:k, 
the  hour  of  country  people  retiring 
to  rest.  The  widow,  for  this  pur- 
pose, having  put  the  children  to 
bed,  went  into  her  kitchen,  where 
her  two  female  serTants  were  finish, 
ing  the  Saturday ,  night's  extra 
.work. 

She  had  scarcely  sat  down,  and 
told  them  to  haste  to  their  rest, 
when  an  unexpected  knock  was 
heard  at  the  door.  ^  Go,'  said 
she  to  one  of  them ;  but  the  gitl 
hesitated :  the  other  wa9  also  un- 
willing  to  see  who  came  to  them  at 
so  unseasonable  an  hour. 

^  Foolish  girls,'  said  the  mistress, 
^  we  will  all  go  ;  and,  taking  them 
by  each  hand,  they  proceeded  and 
opened  the  entrance.  A  fierce  and 
bearded  banditti  rushed  in,  seized 
the  terrified  females,  and  threatened 
them  with  death  on  their  resistance. 
.  This  gang  afterwards  proTed  to 
haTO  been  the  following  Jews  :— 

Levi  Weil,  a  Jewish  physician, 
hanged  ;  Asher  Weil,  his  brother, 
ditto  ;  Jacob  Lazarus,  ditto ;  So- 
lomon Porter,  ditto  ;  Lazarns 
Harry,  acquitted  for  want  of  e?i. 
dence;  IVlarcus  llartagh,  ditto; 
Daniel  Isaacs,  admitted  evidence 
for  the  crown  ;  Abraham  LineTill, 
absconded. 

Levi  Weil  had  been  educated  in 


a  rank  abore  his  accomplices.  Ho 
had  studied  physic  in  the  university 
of  Lcyden,  where  he  was  admitted 
to  the  degree  of  doctor  in  that  fa- 
culty ;  and,  then  coming  to  Eng. 
land,  he  practised  physic  in  Lon- 
don, with  no  inconsiderable  degree 
of  success,  and  was  always  known 
by  the  name  of  Doctor  Weil ;  bat 
so  destitute  was  he  of  all  principle, 
and  such  was  the  depravity  of  his 
heart,  that  he  determined  to  engage 
in  the  dangerous  practice  of  rob- 
bery ;  and,  having  formed  this  fatal 
resolution,  he  wrote  to  Amsterdam^ 
<o  some  poor  Jews,  to  come  to  Eng- 
land, and  assist  him  in  his  intended 
depredations  on  the  public ;  and  at 
the  same  time  informed  ^them  that 
In  England  large  sums  were  to  be 
acquired  by  the  practice  of  theft. 

The  inconsiderate  men  no  sooner 
received  Dr.  Weil's  letter  than 
they  procured  a  passport  from  the 
English  consul,  and,  embarking  in 
the  Harwich  packet-boat,  arrived 
in  England. 

They  lost  no  time  in  repairing  to 
London,  and,  immediately  attend.^ 
ing  Dr.  Weil,  he  informed  them 
that  his  plan  was,  that  they  should 
go  out  in  the  day  time,  and  n^nute* 
ly  survey  such  houses  near  London 
as  might  probably  afford  a  good 
booty  in  the  night.  This  they  did 
while  pretending  to  purchase  old 
clothes.* 

Mrs.  Hutchings  was  a  female  of 
some  strength  of  body :  she  resisted 


*  Tboie  unacqoaiAted  with  the  ways  and  costomi  of  the  metropolis  will  be  so^rised 
when  we  My  that,  on  a  moderate  calculation^  it  contains  twenty  tbousaad  Jews.  They 
are  generallv  a  set  6f  cheats,  and  the  lower  order  are  to  ba  foand  lurking  in  every  street, 
lane,  and  alley,  pretending  to  buy  old  clothes,  old  metal,  gloss,  hare  and  rabbit  skins, 
old  bats  and  shoes ;  bot  their  real  object  is  to  corrupt  serrants  to  pilfer  from  their  mas- 
ters. These  itinerant  Jews  are  ever  ready  to  purchase  .a^y  thing  offered  for  tale ;  and 
when  the  article  has  been  stolen,  of  which  they  are  admirable  judges,  they  seldom  give 
the  thief  more  than  one-Uiird  of  its  value.  They  also  carry  about  base  money,  which 
the^  pay  for  stolen  goods,  and  circulate  it  by  ettery  possible  deceptien.  Denying  the 
divmity  of  Chii«t,  they  seldom  spipple  at  committing  perjury ;  and  hence  the  expression  of. 
'  Cheap  ait  Jew  bail.'  They  will  swear  as  directed,  and  cunsequenily  their  evidence  meeU 
little  credit,  even  when  they  speak  the  truth.  On  a  justification  of  bail  Sefore  Lor^J 
.  AfMisiicld  a  Jew  appeared,  dressed,  as  was  then  the  lashtott  for  geotlemeny  in  laeed 
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tire  outrage,  and,  finding  the  dllvtin^ 
using  one  of  the  girls  with  imino- 
dest  !>rii!ality,  attempted  to  assist 
her ;  but  the  Wicked  doctor  sdzod 
the  mistress,  and  forced  her  to  sit 
do^n  upon  a  chair.  He  then 
pulled  up  part  of  hcf  petticoats, 
and  held  them  pvcr  her  head,  with 
a  view  of  preventing  her  idennfyiug 
the  gang,  threatening  to  murder 
her  in  case  of  further  resistance. 
Terrified  into  submission,  she  re. 
mained  some  time  almost  stifled, 
while  his  associates  secured  the 
other  women. 

Then  five  of  them,  headed  by* 
tlie  doctor,  went  up  stairs,  the 
othiers  remaining  to  guard  their 
prisoners,  and  to  prevent  the  sur- 
prise of  an  alarm. 

They  first  entered  (he  room 
where  John  and  Thomas,  the 
young  sons  of  Mrs.  Hutchings^ 
were  In  bed.  They  threw  off  the 
bed. clothes,  and,  happily,  the  boys 
still  slept.  In  this  way  they  pro- 
ceeded in  the  daughter's  bed.room, 
#ht*n  kind  Providence  kept  het 
Wso  unconscious  of  the  Ikte  hang, 
ing  ov6r  her;  for  thcfe  is  littld 
^oubt,  so  hardened  and  d<^tcrminc(i 
were  the  robbers,  they  would  not 
have  hesitated  at  silencing  in  death 
ihe  tiatural  screams  of  alaftn  of 
ehildren,  on  being  awakened  by 
such  a  set  of  horrid-looking  men. 

From  the  children  they  pro- 
ceeded to  the  attic  story,  where 
slept  Johit  Slow  and  William  Stone, 
two  httsbamlmeti  in  the  ser^rke  of 
Mrs.  Htftchiiigs,  and  who  Wcro 
si  so  asleop« 

These  unfortunate  men,  more 
daogerout  far  to  the  viUains  than 


women  and  chMrcn,  they  inTme. 
diately  determined  to  lAurdtr. 

The  doctor,  for  so  he  was  dcno- 
minated,  was  the  most  sanguinary 
villain  of  his  gang ;  he  aimed  a 
Wow  at  the  breast  of  Stone,  in- 
tended for  his  death,  but  which  ' 
only  stunned  him.  Sl^W  started 
up,  and  the  tlllains  cried  ^  Shoot 
him !  shoot  him !'  A  pistol  U-as 
instantly  fired  at  him,  afid  he  fell, 
exclaiming  '  F^ord  have  mere}'  on 
me  f  I  am  mnrdtrcd  !* 

They  dragged  the  wounded  man 
out  of  the  room  to  the  head  of  the 
stairs ;  ahd  during  the  time  Stono, 
recovering  his  Senses,  jumped  out 
of  bed,  and  escaped  to  th(j  roof  of 
the  houi^o,  through  the  window, 
lie  was  fired  at,  though  happily 
the  shot  did  not  take  effect^  and 
^as  some  time  sought  after  by  the 
tlllains,  calling  ahd  threatening  him 
with  the  fate  of  his  companion, 
while  h6  Crouched  behind  a  chim- 
hey,  not  daring  to  ^Ive  the  alarm. 

Now  they  descended,  and  tht 
dhildrcn  yet  Slept,  llifty  returned 
to  Che  woihcii,  and  plundered  the 
house  of  platd,  diid  every  thing 
Valuable.  F^inding  no  specie,  ihcj 
once  mQre ^crociousfy  Camc^fo  Air?-. 
Hatchings,  and  dcmumlcd  money, 
saying  they  kncv^  it  was  in  (he 
house.  She  g£lve  th6m  her  watcn, 
and,  dcdyitig  ca^h,  one  of  them 
struck  her  in  the  mouth  with  a 
force  that  loosened  her  teeth  -^  up^in 
which,  now  expecting  to  be  mur- 
dered, she  was  ufilootod,  upon  pro- 
hiise  of  showing  them  wherij  hcf 
money  wa^  concealed. 

Shu  went  up  stairs,,  and  gave 
them  a  purse,  eoytaiaing  mty-fovi^ 


i!)otli«s«  hired  for  the  purpose.  He  wioi  bppo5<td  b^  ttr*  cowasel  for  th«  phintTfr,  who  de- 
clm-ed  he  held  ai»  affidavit  in  hh  hind,  stoiirig  thei  IW^M  to  tieas^kt^pei',  ahd  Mkkrng 
.oUier.  abjeotiont  to  his  bemg  reeeivt'd.  L<tty|  M&AKfk'l^  rery  ^l^ewdfy  oti^serVod,  th«t  M 
couW  Me  no  objection,  for « ihe  man  would  ban*  (ot  ihe  moircy.'  ilik  ^tHelletit  jad^e 
diec^uiileninced  |jettj  aciiom,  which  geu^ralljr  rwhi  both  ]E)himtiflr  tod  defeiidanr :  and 
hence  he  admitted  any  kind  of  bail ;  \m,  h  eeenM,  xhk  nt^k  in  VJt&  tia^  thtobjecftMMb^ 
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guiiioa$«  With  thU,  anc)  the  other 
plonder,  which  tboy  deposited  in 
liagi  brought  for  the  purpose,  the 
TillaiNS  quitted  the  house* 

Mrs.  Hutching^,  finding  they  did 
not  return,  w«int  to  s0q  how  her 
ser rants  had  been  used  in  this  hor. 
rid  riolation  of  law  and  humanity. 
She  found  two  of  the  naid.servants 
bound  together;  and  no  sooner 
had  she  giren  thena  their  liberty 
than  the  wounded  oian  approached 
her,  and  said,  *  How  are  yon^ 
madam  ?  for,  1  am  dying.'  These 
words  were  scarcely  pronounced 
when  he  dropped  on  the  floor  ;  and, 
baring  languished  under  the  most 
excruciating  pain  till  the  afternoon 
of  the- following  day^  he  then  ex. 
psred,  leaving  behind  htm 'a  wife 
and  two  children  to  lament  his  loss. 
The  villains,  baring  effected  a  per- 
fect escipe,  remained  undiscorered 
for  a  conssderabie  time,  till  Daniel 
Liaacs,  one  of  the  gang^  became  the 
means,  in  the  hand  of  Providence, 
uf  discovering  Iii9  accomplices.** 
Isaacs  was  one  of  these  unhappy , 
men  who  had  been  induced  to  come 
froM  HoilaM  in  oonfcqucnce  of 
Dr.  Weil's  letter  ;  and,  being  now 
roduoed  to  eircomtftances  of  distress, 
he  applied  for  asslitance  to  the  oU 
ders  rif  the  Jewbh  synagogue. 

The  treasurer,  Mr.  Myers,  re- 
fused Isaaos  any  Immediate  assist*^ 
aMce,  urging  as  a  reason  that  he 
had  acted  improperly  in  leaving  Ms 
•  native  country,  Holland,  where  he 
might  have  probably  obtained  an 
honest  livelihood,  and  coming  to 
Engknd,  where  be  could  not  have 
an  equal  chance  ef  living  In  credit. 

The  robbery  and  murder  at  Mrs. 
Hutchings^  was  ti»  sooner  known 
than  »  reward)  wasi  eifeved  from  the 
Secretary  oi  State'*  Ofiico  for  Ihe 
apff^'henston-ol  theoffenders ;  and 
thie  ofler  wma  seooifded  by  that  of 
a  mwoh  itto're  coasiderabte-  reward 
fro«.  the  oty  a(  Lvndvn  r  oa  whi<h 


Isaacs,  greatly  reduced  by  poverty, 
and  tempted  by  the  prospect  of  the 
reward,  went  to  Mr.  Myers,  whom 
he  made  acquainted  with  the  whole ' 
of^the  shocking  transaction. 

Mr.  Myers  took  Isaacs  to  Sir 
John  Fielding's  office,  where  he 
was  strictly  examined,  and  od^ 
mitted  aa  evidence  against  his  ac- 
complices, six  of  whom  were  soon  > 
apprehended ;  but  the  ether  made 
his  escape,  and  it  was  supposed  he 
went  abroad,  as  he  has  not  since' 
been  heard  of« 

On  their  examination  at  the  pub- 
lic office  lVi  Bow  Street  the  villains, 
In  order  to  disguise  their  Jewish 
appearance,  had  shaved  themselfcsr, 
and  altered  their  dress :  yet  Mrs. 
Hutohings  singled  them  out,  and 
swore  to  their  persons. 

At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  in  the  month  of  December, 
1771,  Levi  W^il,  Asher  Weil,  Mar- 
cus  Hartagh,  Jacob  Lazarus,  So* 
Itfmon  Porter,  Lazarus  Harry,  and 
Abraham  LineviH  (the  party  who 
had  absconded),  were  indicted  for 
the  felony  and  murder  above  meii- 
tioned,  when  the  two  of  the  name  of 
Weil,  with  Jacob  I^zarus  and  Sa- 
lomon Porter,  were  capitally  con- 
victed ;  and  Marcus  Hartagh  and 
Lazarus  Harry  were  acquitted. 

These  men,  as  is  customary  in  all 
cases  of  murder,  when  it  can  be 
made  convenient  to  the  Court, 
were  tried  on  a  Friday,  and  on  the 
foltpwiog  Atky  they  were  anathe- 
matized in  the  synagogue. 

As  their  execution  was  to  fake 
place  on  the  Monday  following, 
one  of  the  rabbit  went  to^thcm  In 
the  Prcss.yard  of  Newgate,  and 
delivered  4o  each  of  thefn  a  Hebrew- 
book  ;  but  declined  arttendh^g  them 
to  the  ptace  of  death,  nor  cVen  ' 
prayed  witfh  them  at  the  time  of  his  ' 
vislt% 

They  wer*  attended  f&  Tyburn, 
thepltvee  of  oxctutrotr,  by4aHnehfie 
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crowds  of  people^who  were  ansloos 
to  witness  the  exit  of  wretches 
whose  crimes  had  beeo  so  much  the 
object  of  public  notice. 

Having  prayed  together^  and 
.  sung  a  hjrmn  in  the  Hebrew  Ian- 
guage,  they  were  launched  into 
eternity,  December  9,  177 11 
.  After  the  bodies  had  hung  the 
customary  time  they  wereconYcyed 
to  Surgeons'  Hall  to  be  dissected. 

The  writer  oC  this  melancholy 
detail  of  willainy  was  prompted. by 
curiosity,  some  few  years  after  the 


ci»mmlssfon  of  the  crime,  to  ju'o- 
cureadmissiob  into  Surgeons'  Hall, 
where  he  saw  the  skeletons  of  the 
Weils,  hung  up  near  to  that  of 
Mrs.  Brownrigg;  and  over  the 
jaws  of  each  was  cemented  a  black 
l>ushy  bciird.. 

Though  this  shocking  affair  was 
a  terrible  blow  to  the  more  respect- 
able  part  of  the  Jews,  it  is  but  jus- 
tice  to  them  to  say,  that  they 
showed  every  mark  of  abhorrence 
to  the  wielded  deeds  of  their  dege- 
nerate brethren. 


EDWARD  BIRCH  AND  MATTHEW  MARTIN, 

EXECUTED  FOa^FORGEBT. 

The  first-mentioned  of  these  ma.    offer   of  partnership   with   Birch, 

who  was  able  to  lay  down  the  som 


lefactors,  Birch,  was  the  son  of 
Tery  respectable  parents,  and  born 
at  Hereford  ;  and,  after  having  re- 
ceived a  very  liberal  education,  he 
served  as  a  lieutenant  jn  the  militia 
during  the  war.  • 

Being  concerned  in  a  matter  re- 
specting a  family  estate,  the  right 
of  which  was  litigating  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  he  came  to  London  in 
the  year  1 766 ;  and  as  his  business 
obliged  him  to  stay  in  town  for  a 
cpnsiderabl^  time,  and  being  of  a 
scheming  turn  of  mind,  and  pos- 
sessed of  ready  money,  he  deter- 
mined to  employ  it  in  some  manner 
that  he  thought  would  prove  ad- 
Tan  tageous. 

While  he  was  deliberating  on 
the  best  method  of  disposing  of  bis 
cash,  he  became  acquainted  with 
a  person  named  Cobb,  a  mechanic 
of  singnlar  ingenuity,  who  had 
contriyed  a  machine  for  the  catch. 
Ing  offish  in  much  greater  numbers 
than  by  the  nsuai  methods^ 

Mr.  Cobb  was  not  in  circum- 
stances to  carry  his  plan  into  exe- 
cation,  yet  was  exceedingly  anxious 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  his  Ingenuity. 
It  18  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered 
at  that    he    readily  cmjbraced  an 


that  might  be  wanted  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  scheme.  This  being 
the  situation  of  both  partfes,  th^ 
partnership  of -course  ensued,  the 
terms  of  which  were  very  advanta- 
geous to  Birch. 

.Mr.  Cobb  having  procnred  a 
patent  to  secure  to  him  the  sole 
emoluments  to  arise  from  hb 
scheme,  Birch  advanced  the  money 
to  pay  for  it,  and  a  farther  sum  to 
fit  out  a  vessel,  wbicfa  was.  sent  to 
sea  under  the  immediate  dlrectioB 
of  Cobb.  This  step  vras  intended 
merely  to  ascertain  the  success 
that  was  likely  to  attend  the  scheme; 
but,  as  the  first  trial  exceeded  the 
most  sanguine  expecti^ons  of  either 
party.  Birch  formed  the  ungenerous 
design  of  becoming  sole  proprietor 
of  the  patent. 

yf/iih  this  Tiew  he  found  a  pre. 
tence  to  quarrel  with  Cobb. .  The 
scheme  di4  not  take  complete  ef. 
feet;  but  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solveck  on  the  follovHng  terms,  f  bi. 
<  That  Birch  s)iould  be  alienred  the 
use  of  Cobb's  machine  to  fiah  with 
till  such  time  as  the  mooey  owing 
to  him  was  paid ;  while  -Cobb  was  to 
carry  on  Jhe  fishery  in  what  mamier 
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be  UMagfat  proper/  Thb  agree, 
meat  to(>k  place  in  the  yeftr  1768'; 
and  Cobb|  being  noir  reduced  .to 
ferjr  low  circamfttances,  embarked 
for  Oeoinark,  where  he  oontinned 
many  months. 

Birch,  in  the  mean  time,  flattered 
hiMself  with  the  hope  of  obtaining 
a  f erj  considerable  fortune  by  the 
new  project ;  and  at  this  period  he 
married  a  girl 9  with  whom  he  re- 
oelfed  a  fortune  of  fi^  hundred 
pounds*  During  Mr.  Cobb's  ab- 
sence from  England  Birch  went  to 
South  Wales,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  business  of  the  fishery,  which, 
for  some  months,  was  attended  with 
at  great  success  as  could  ha? e  been 
''  expected. 

In  order  to  dispose  to  adrantago 
of  the  fi|^  thus  taken,  an  agent  was 
employed  to  sell  them  in  London ; 
and  they  were  regularly  sent  up  in 
lihchines  constrocted  for  bringing 
them  with  expedition,  and  with* 
odtiojury. 

It  happened  that  a  quarrel  arose 
between  Birch  and  the  person  who 
was  his  agent,  respecting  the  (^uno. 
toality  of  payments ;  on  Vhich  the 
latter  wae  arrested  by  Birch  ;  but 
ke  instantly  gare  bail  te  the  action, 
and  then  pre? ailed  on  a  rope-maker 
to. arrest  Mr.  Birch. 

These  matters  were  litigated  with 
the  utmost  warmth  and  imprudence 
on  both  sides  ;  till  at  Jength  Birch 
found  himself  so  embarraned  by 
the  expenses  of  law*  that  he  was 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  a  prison. 

The  business  of  his  fishery  was 
BOW  wholly  neglected,  and  at  length 
he  determined  to  take  the  benefit  of 
aa  lasolfent  act ;  and  it  is  said  that 
he  was  peijnred  In  this  mattef, 
•wearing  that  he  was  in  Ireland  at 
the. time  preseribed  by  law,  though 


he  had  not  been  out  of  this  king, 
dom ;  but  this  we  do  not  aver  as  a 
fact,  unwilling  to  load  the  unfortu- 
nate,  and  the  deceased,  with  the 
imputation  of  crimes  which  possibly 
they  may  never  ha^e  committed.: 
and  we  are  the  more  diffident  of 
admitting  the  alleged  crime  in  this 
particular  case,  because  it 4s  proba- 
ble  that,  if  Birch  had  been  perjured, 
he  would  have  been  prosecuted  with 
the  utmost  screrity  of  the  law. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  he  was  now  in 
circumstances  of  great  distress, — 
having  no  other  supprot  for  himself 
and  his  wife  than  what  arose  from 
the  casual  bounty  of  his  friends* 

We  are  told  that,  for  a  year  after 
he  was  cleared  by  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  he  was 
«perpeCually  devising  schemes  to 
raise  money,  some  of  which  were 
not  the. most  laudable:  and  that 
at  length  he  engaged  in  a  ^rgery, 
not  less  extraordinary  in  the  design 
than  fatal  in  its  consequences. 

It  happened  that  Sir  Andrew 
Chadwick,  who  was  one  of  the  band 
of  gentlemen  pensbners,  was  in  poe. 
session  of  estates  to  a  very  cOnsi. 
derable  amount  Sir  Andrew, 
having  attained  a  rery^great  age, 
had  repeatedly  drawn  his  wiU,  at 
distant  periods,  but  had  not  signed 
his  name  to  any  will  that  he  had 
made,  though-  there  were  many 
*  copies  of  what  he  intended  to  have 
done  for  his  relations  and  immedkUe 
heirs  at  law. 

Birch  becoming  acquainted  witka 
woman  who  had  found  one  of  ibh 
wills  in  an  okl  trunk  that.had  bpep 
the  property  of  Sir  Andrew,  the 
former  seeined  to  think,  on  the  pa. 
rusai  of  it,  that  some  enolnment 
might  arise  from  the  possession  of 
this  .paper. 


•Sorely  no  man  in  his  senses  woald  dclibemttly  embark  in  law.  How  itrtnyln- 
sttmeet  do  we  see  of  Che  lawyers  swallowing  mp  the  whole  property  1  It  is  bettor  lor  $f 
■Ma  to  nrt>aiil4o  an  injury  than  to  be  strippt d  of  all  bo  haa^in  the  worlds  as  is  hut  toa 
Irsquently  the  case. 
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lA  H  ^liort  dflM  tffterwdrdi  Sir 
.Andrew  died;  and ^  no  wfll  reg»- 
lady  executed  bein^  found,  a  gen- 
Uemao  of  Lancashire,  who  had  nap. 
vied  a  niece  of  the  deceased,  took 
peisaeMiott  of  his  fortune,  in  defect 
of  daiBi  being  made  by  any  nearer 
relalton. 

In  thomean  time  Birch  nade  dl- 
.ligcot  inquiry  after  the  relations  of 
^Bir  Andrew,{U)dat  length  found  that 
^  one  of  them,  who  lived  in  Ireland, 
hwl  a  better  title  to  the  estate  than 
the  person  who  was  then  in  posses- 
iion  oif  it.  W  itb  a  view  to  make  a  pri- 
vate advantage.  Birch  made  known 
his.  discorery  to  Matthew  Martin, 
•4h&  other  sultject  of  this  melaneholy 
•Arratifc  Martin  was  a  watohl 
^maker  by  profession,  and  In  easy 
drcuffistances. .  He  ad?anced  a  sum 
o€  mooey  to  enable  Birch  to  go  to 
Ireland,  and  find  out  the  right  berr 
tothe^tate. 

Birch  set  oat  on  this  expedition*; 
and,  having  fonod  more  than  one 
clalniaiit,  he  retarned  to  London, 
-and.  made  a  new  will  in  the  name  of 
the*  deoeased,  conreytng  the  fortune 
iJa  the  Irish  rebUiona.  This  being 
done^  Birch  and  Martin  submitted 
iherfocgcif  will  to  the  tnspectioa  of 
fa  attorney  ;  and  it  was.  agreed  to 
ttpmmcnce  an  aetion  for  recovery 
jigainst  the  gentleman  who  w«b  in 
posisesston  of  the  estate. 
,  It  appeared  that-  the  preaiiai)»tive* 
-wuJL  hid  been  dated  in  the  y^ar 
1764 ;  but  some  drafts  of  wills  made 
ainoe  that,  time  by  Sir  Andrew 
<2hadwick>  benng  fbund  among  the 
fiapewi  of  the  deceased,  a  suspicion 
arbsethat  w/orgeryhad  been  jconu 
nUied  in  the  businea ;  on  whioh 
Biscb  and:  Martin  were  taken  iote 
jcuatody^  4uiM  carried  to  Sir  Jiohn 
Fielding's  office,  where  Blrpfafs  be^ 
h»f  iour  was  plausible  in  a  very^  tii^b 
degroej  Md  he  gave  such  an  pcr 
eennt  of  his  becoming  possessed  ol< 
the  will  as  would  have  satisfied  per- 


.sona  not  awaf e  of  the  knsftl*y  of 

mankind.  SoYcral  persons  attended 
St  the  office,  ready  ta  bail  i3&roh 
and  Martin  ;  but  the  magtstrktc  m- 
fused  to  aeceprt  ef  any  bail,  and 
committed  the  prisoners  to  News, 
gate. 

.  In  the  interim  between  the  emw- 
mitment  aud  the  trial,  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  drcemstanom 
happened  that  was  ever  recorded  in 
a  work  o?  this  nature.  A  paper* 
maker,  who  lived  at  Maidstone, 
berng  in  town  on  his  private  bold- 
ness, fell  into  company  with  the  at. 
torney  who  was  employed  to  carry 
on  the  pteieewtioa ;  and,  the  ce». 
veftation'  heppaning  to  tara  out  the 
circumstances  of  the  presumed  fiM% 
gery,  he  begged  to  hate  m  sight  of 
the  will,  which  at  this  thnQ  being  in 
the  hands  of  Sir  John  FieMing,  the 
attorney  took  him  to  the  oiice  of 
ihtd  magtstrale,  where  the  will  wis 
present^  to>  him;  acid  no  sooner 
had  he  taken  a  view  of  it  tbai^he 
declared  that,  in  the  year  i7€S>  he 
liadjttnde  the  paper  on  whteh- that 
very  will  wae  written. 

The  trfal  (^  the^prisoveis  wm 
brought  on  at  the  eosaing  Session  ef 
gaol  deliveiy  at  the  Wd  DnMey* 
The  pap0e.«ioker  above  mentiooed 
was  au  evidence,  and  the  moot  ma*. 
t#rial  one,  on  the  trtal';  for  he 
pnered  that  the  pap^r  bad  a  madi 
upon  it,  which  ho  liimself  faivekikd 
In  the  year  1768,  and  he  positieeiy 
ewope  that  thfe  p«!>cv  waeof  hieeum 
numofhctvre. 

Though  theve  wcreaevehil  eoHa. 
teml  proofo  of  "die  fact,  je^  they 
wonld  not  have  been  of.  sofident 
^weight  toconviet  4he prise weietet 
for  this  positive  evUence  'of  the 
paper .^maker.  Birch  orose*«s»» 
mineduhe  wHAevtesin  su^b  nmani 
ncr  a^  prored  that  he  was  a  maaof 
«iubtloty  and  address ;  hut,  notwlllin 
standing  ell  his  artifices^  both  the 
prisoners  were  found  gtiiltj^)  efi^ 
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a  trial   Which    co»tiuMe4    thirtecu- 
hoars. 

The  couascl  for  the  convicts 
vorcdjm  arteil  of  judgment  onr  tho 
hut  daj  or  ike  sessions,  foumloiA  on 
i^  poiut  of  Mh;  presuihisd  to  have 
fimen  in.<thei^  fatoiir.  No  objcc- 
ti#fi  Mm|[  made  to  this  motion,  die 
Matence  was  poslpaiied  till  the  final 
opinion  of  tKe  Uainjsd  jmiges  had 
been  tiikoM  on  the  cast* 

Tins  case,  was  learnedly  argti4d 
belbre  the  judges  (niite  of  whom 
ywr^  pteaeat)  at  Seirg«ttats'  Inn 
Hall,  in  Miohadoiaii  term,  1771  ; 
wflieft  Che  referend  bench  were  una. 
mmouA  in  opinioo  tiiat  the  convicU 
laexo  guilty  ol  the  cdme  ailaged 
against  then;  in  «oDso{|uettoe  of 
whicli  they  wore  condemned  to  die* 

A/tef  setttelkce  of  death  was  passed 
9fi  them  they  behaved  with  a  de*. 
^pt  and  def  out  resigaatton  to  their 
(ale ;  for,  not  eatertaining  the  least 
Wpa  olihat  (Mirdon  which  could  not 
reasonably  be  expected,  they  made 
eviery  preparation  for  the  awful 
change  that  wu  to  await  them. 

On  the  day  of  executsoe  they 
Wiere  fervent,  in  their  devotions  at 
the  fatal  tree;  and,  after  the  cus. 
lomary  ceremonies  ou  $uch  solemn 
otfcasiaos,  they  were  turned  off.--* 
After  hanging  the  usual  time,^  their 
bodies  were  delivered  to  their  friends^ 
in  order tobeburied. 

l^hese  unhappy  men  sofieredat 
Tytero  on   the    M  of  Janumy, 

iiTTa* 

Tbft  iiyteTi«ntioo  of  Providence 
in  ibe  ^^tactioa.  of  gnitt  b  .n>o»t 
stMnglyeibtbited  in  tbe  case,  of 
t^esa^aletetons.  Wba  coahi^befe 
conceined  that^e  discovery  of  foT<^ 
fpny  abnnldiJMia^carisen  from  acId* 
cn—r tnnet  ao.^pparently  IcifUng^ae 
MJe^irritbiy  a>ipoeaumptave  wiM  -on: 
e»»  abeciti  of  papbv.Bath^  thaoow 
anotfaelP?^  Tct«  so  itx>  happened. 
Utile  di4  tbe  fo^gerertMnk>w{K« 


he  pivrchased.  the  sheet  of  paper, 
that  ft  was  fo  be  the  immediate  in- 
strument of  his  own  destruction  ! 

We  brnfO.  bad  many  oppoatuni- 
ties-,  in  Hiec^urso  of  thss.worky  of 
rematkio^oo  the  horrid  naliweand 
dangerous^  consequences  of  lungery  ; 
but  nothitig  has  equalled  tbe  partiu 
cnJarity  of  the  eases  of  Birch  and 
Martia,  and  perhaps  sueh  an  tiK 
stance  may  not  occur  again  for  an 
age:  ^reisuraly  this* ought  to  aHerd 
a  lesson  of  the  highest  caution, 
never  to  be  guilty  of  a  crime  which 
leads  to  uioh  certain  and  absolute 
doat  ruction. 

In  4h^  aiatr  of  the  malefactors  in 
question  their  counsel  started  an 
objection,  wh^k  left  their  case  to 
the  consideration  of  tbe  judges. 
Very  fbw  cases  have  we  known 
where  tbe  opinions  of  the  judges 
differed  frop  those  of  the  juries  of 
this  country.  In  fact,  the  juries^ 
according  to  the  construction  of  «ur 
laws,  and  in  tho  eye  of  reason*,  are 
the  true  judges  of  the  fact,  the  est 
sential  declarers  of  the  gnilt  or  in* . 
nocence  of  the  party  accused« 

Notwitbatandiog  this,  we  ought 
to  think  ourseWes  happy  in  the 
tender  exertion  of  our  legislatipe 
power.  When  one  jury  baa  found 
a  man  guilty,  the  slightest  error, 
real  or  accidental,  will  entitle  his 
ease  to  the  retrospection  oi  a  second 
«*-*that  ol  the  venerable  bench  of 
judges,  who  cannot  be  sitpposed  to 
be. biassed*  by.  any  interest,  to  be  in. 
flncnced  by  any  consideraition,  to 
giie  their  opinions  in  favour  of 
either  party,  contrary  to  the  csta^ 
U»bed>i'ul.esbf  rtght^ahd  thekno'Wff 
Hwv'Ol  tbe  land. 

Upoiii'thefWjMle,  wehaMAdaiof 
ia  tviumpb^  in  tie  proteotion*  af^ 
f^cd'ui  byr  lhe> Jawis;  aBd.tboso 
who  irill»Uyfth(nsgresa>tbeBi  pvgftt 
to  be*  pimished  In'  the  mostiOiMM 
plary  manner.   -  ■      c 
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WILLIAM  EDWARDS  WHITE, 

EXECUTED  FOH  MURDER. 


The  cruelty  and  depravity  of 
thb  villaia  alooe  Ae^trre  nodce 
in  our  Crimioal  Catalogue,  i^  fir»t 
broke  his  oatli  to  God,  that  he 
would  faithfully  scrre  his  Iting,  as 
a  good  soldier ;  then  deserted  the 
serTicepf  his  country  ;  and,  thus  let 
loose  upon  the  public,  he  fell  to 
plundering  and  murdering  the  in- 
nocent traveller. 

How.  many  were  his  Tictims,  or 
to  what  amoutfl  he  had  plundered, 
does  not  appear ;  for  he  was  a  har- 
dened fiUain,  denying  at  the  Tery 
gallows  the  murder  which  we  shaU 
now  proceed  to  rel%(e« 

On  thd  16  th  of  September,  pre- 
ceding his  execution,  the  body  of 
a  man  was  found  naar  the  public 
house  called  the  Hampshire  Hog, 
on.  the  Hammersmith  road,  near 
London.  The  skull  was  fractured 
In  a  shocking  manner,  and  the 
pockets  of  the  deceased  were  found 
rifled  of  all  their  contents. 

Suspicion  toon  fell  upon  the  sol- 
dier who  had  been  seen  lurking 
about  the  neighbourhood>  aod  White 
was  therefore  apprehended,  and 
conunitted  to  Newgate. 

On  Fnday,  the  23d  of  October, 
1773,  he  was  brought  to  his  trial 
at  tha  Old  Bailey ;  and,  without  a 
doubt  remaining  in  dthe  miod  of  the 
jur^,  they  found  him  guiliy. 

JBeing  conTicted  of  murder,  exe- 
cution must  follow  within  forty- 
eight  hours ;  and,  in  order  to  gl? e 
the  unhappy  culprits  as  much  time 
as  possiblie  to  make  their  peace  wUb 
the  Almighty,  they  are  generally: 
tried  on  a  Friday,  and,  Snn£iy  being 
by  the  law  deemed  dies  nonj  execn* 
tion  cannot  take  place  until  the  day 
afiter^  and  the  Monday  subscsiueat 
to  the.conTtction  of  White  was  the 
anniTcrsary  of  the  accession  to  the 
throne  of  King  George  III. 


A  writer  of  the  time  says,  <  It  is 
remarkable^  that,  since  the  3Ml 
of  October,  1760  (the  accession), 
no  man  had  been  Uknged  on  thrit 
day,  in  London,  except  a  flnrdecvr, 
who  then  suffered  d^h  at  the  cttd 
of  Bow  Street,  Cofeat  Garden. 

White  was  executed  at  lybom, 
October  the  Mth,  1773,  and  died 
an  obdurate  and  unrepenting  sin- 
ner, acknowledging  the  robberj, 
but  denying  the  morder. 

Two  days  after  Jiis  exceutioB  the 
same  gallows  suspended  five  weil^ 
looking  and  penitent  men,  whose 
fate  caused  very  different  sensations 
in  the  breasts  of  the  spectators. 

These  men  were  Thomas  Ashby 
and  Edward  Londy  McDonald,  for 
a  burglary  in  the  hoMse  of  Mr. 
Edmund  Bailey,  in  Oxford  Street, 
and  stealing  therefrom  aqna»tity  of 
plate  and  other  effects. 

William  Cox,  for  stealiuf  bank- 
notes and  cash  to  the  %nto«at  of 
four  hundred  and  forty .  ponnds, 
the  property  of  Mr.  KeodrML,  in 
Oxford  Street 

Emanuel  Peel,  for  breaks^  nto 
the  house  of  WUliam  Bakeweii, 
Esq.  jin  Jermyn  Street,  andstenfing 
thereout  a  quanti^  of  pUUe»  and 
other  f  aluable  articles ;  and 

John  Sterling,  for  forging  a  will, 
purporting  to  be  the  last  tfstanw'ne 
of  Elizabeth  Shooter,  with  an  intent 
to  defrand  the- Sooth  Sea  Company 
of  three  hundred  and  fiAy  powsds. 

Their  bishaTioflr  was  very  de- 
feat, ^nd  Steriing  was  ffemykabiy 
penitent  Just  before  C«k  was 
tamed  off  he  whiipacad  somethiag 
to  Mr.  Toll,  who  aeted^M  Ordaoasy.. 
and  who,  with  a  loud  «nd  dialiaofc 
Toioe,  acquainted  the  •  speetatsws 
<  that  William  Cox  begged  tiMir 
prayers;  that  he^ackno^lndged  Im 
committed  the  crime  for  which  he 
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waf  about  to  suffer,  and  hoped  that 
God  would  receife  his  souL*  On 
this  the  djiug^  roan  expressed  much 
consolation,  and  the  people  cried 
*  Amen.' 

A  proof  that  these  unfortunate 
men  were  respected  and  pitied  on 
tii^r  journej  to  eternity  appears 
from  a  circumstance  somewhat  un- 
usual, of  both  the  sheriffs,  with  their 
under-sheriffs,  attending  on  horse- 
back, and  two  men  in  black  scarfs 
and  hatbands,  and  with  black  states 


fai  their  hands,  walking  before  the 
carts  which  conreyed  the  prisoners 
to  the  place  of  execution,  where 
they  were  allowed  an  hour  and  a 
half  in  their  de? otioos— a  circum- 
stance not  then  remembered. 

Mourning-hearses  attended,  to 
take  away  the  bodies  of  Cox  and 
Sterling ;  and  the  others  were  deli- 
vered to  their  friends. 

The  concourse  of  people  on  this 
occasion,  and  the  awfulness  of  the 
scene,  were  unparalleled. 


Bolland  and  hit'unfirtunate  Gueits  at  Cards, 

JAMES  BOLLAND, 

SXBCUTXD  FOR  FORGERY. 


The  criminal  annals  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation  hardly  produce  a  more 
€oaplicat«d  detail  of  profligacy 
and  plunder  than  that  which  will 
be  found  in  the  life  of  James  Bol- 
land. 

Jonathan  Wild,  that  prince  of 
thioTes,  can,  perhaps,  alone  claim 
pre-eminence  in  Tillainy*     Jona- 

TOL.  II. 


than  robbed  under  (he  cloak  of  a 
thief- taker ;  James  committed  hb 
depredations  as  a  sheriff's  officer. 
Jonathan  fi/tiffflsred  the  tery  thicTes 
themselfes;  James  spunged  the 
unfortunate  debtors  out  of  their 
last  shilling,  till  justice  orertook 
him  for  committing  forgery. 
Bolland  was  the  son  of  a  butcher^ 
62 
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"^ho  brought  him  op  to  the  same 
basiness.  The  youth  ^^re  early 
proofs  of  a  profligate  tarn  of  mind, 
and  constantly  associated  with  the 
worthless  of  both  sexes. 

The  term  of  his  serTitude  being 
expired,  Bolland  opened  a  shop  in 
the  Borough  of  Southwark,  and 
his  business  afforded  him  a  rery 
favorable  prospect  of  success ;  but, 
through  his  irregularity  and  extra, 
fagance,  his  trade  gradually  de- 
clined, and,  to  free  himself  from 
some  embarrassments  that  bis  mis- 
•conduct  had  produced,  he  sold  his 
effects. 

Bolland's  favorite  associates  for 
some  years  had  beeu  bailiffs,  bailiffs' 
followers,  thief-takers,  and  run- 
ners to  the  different  prisons  ;  and, 
the  natural  cruelty  of  his  disposi- 
tioQ  being  encouraged  by  the  ex- . 
ample  of  the  worthless  people  in 
whose  company  he  consumed  the 
greatest  part  of  his  time,  he  re- 
solved to  gain  a  maintenance  by 
preying  upon  the  distresses  of  his 
fellow-creatures. 

Having  procured  himself  to  be 
appointed  one  of  the  officers  to  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Surrey,  he 
hired  a  house  at  the  bottom  of  Fal- 
con Court,  facing  St.  George's 
church,  Southwark;  and^  having 
fitted  it  up  ia  the  manner  of  a  pri- 
son^ it  was  soon  inhabited  by  a 
Biimber  of  unfortunate  persons. 

The  people  he  arrested,  who 
"were  in  indigent  circumstances,  he 
took  to  gaol  as  soon  as  the  law 
would  permit ;  but  such  as  were  in 
a  different  situation  were  enter, 
.tained  in  his  house  till  all  their 
money  was  spent,  or  they  insisted 
upon  going  to  prison,  to  avoid 
further  imposition,  or  till  the  writs 
by  which  they  were  detained  be. 
came  returnable. 

The  money  he  extorted  from  his 
guests,  by  divers  stratagems,  was  so 
considerable,  that  he  held. the  fees 
vmallj  paid  at  loek«op  houses  as 


almost  beneath  his  regard,  and  fre. 
quently  distributed  them  among  his 
followers,  and  other  servants. 

Bolland  was  continually  eodea« 
voring  to  encourage  card.playing  in 
his  house ;  and,when  his  unfortunate 
guests  had  recourse  to  that  diver, 
sion  for  employing  the  tedions  mo* 
mcnts  of  confinement,  he  seldom 
failed  to  join  in  the  game;  and 
though  he  suffered  no  opportunity 
of  cheating  them,  even  in  the  moft 
palpable  manner,  to  escape  him, 
they  were  obliged  to  submit  to  the 
insult  and  imposition  ;  for,  if  they 
ventured  to  expostulate  on  the  un. 
fairness  of  his  proceedings,  it  was 
his  custom  to  discharge  a  volley  of 
blasphemous  oaths,  and  to  threaten 
that  he  would  instantly  take  them 
to  gaol,  for  daring  to  affront  him  in 
his  own  house. 

Some    of  his   prisoners    hoping 
their  affairs  would  be  speedily  com. 
promised,  and  others,  who  were  not 
so  happy  as  to  entertain  such  fa- 
v< 
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land  were  very  considerable,  they 
were  not  equal  to  the  expenses  of 
his  profligate  course  of  life. 

His  wine.merchant,  and  many 
other  persons,  having  demands  upon 
him  that  he  was  unable  to  discharge, 
he  procured  a  person  to  sue  out  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy  against 
him;  but  before  the  commission 
took  place  he  secreted  hb  mostva. 
Inable  effects  ;  and  he  farther  de« 
frauded  his  creditors,  by  giving 
notes  and  other  securities  to  a  num- 
ber of  people  who  had  received  no 
vaiuable  considerations  from  bin ; 
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«Bd  bj  means  of  these  oominal  ere* 
ditors  he  obtained  his  certificate  in  a 
Teij  short  time. 

Among  a  number  of  frauds  com. 
nitted  while  he  11? ed  in  the  Borough 
was  the  following :— •He  went  into 
Oxfordshire,  and  there  purchased  a 
String  of  horses.  Ha? ing  paid  for 
them,  he  expressed  a  desire  of  haT« 
ing  a  mare,  which  the  owner  posi. 
tif  ely  refused  to  sell :  however,  the 
following  morning  Bolland  took 
away  the  horses  he  had  bought, 
and  with  them  the  mare,  wholly 
vnknown  to  the  person  whose  pro- 
perty she  was.  The  owner  of  the 
mare  intended  to  prosecute  Bolland 
for  the  felony ;  but  he  was  dis. 
soaded  from  that  measure,  and^. 
Tised  to  draw  a  bill  upon  him  for 
the  Talue  of  the  beast.  Bolland  ac- 
cepted the  bill,  but  he  became  a 
bankrupt  before  the  time  of  pay- 
ment arrived. 

The  Infamous  practices  of  Bol- 
land had  now  rendered  his  charac- 
ter so  notorious,  that  the  attorneys 
imagined  that,  if  they  continued  to 
employ  him,  they  should  be  re- 
flected upon  for  encouraging  so 
abandoned  a  rillain  ;  and  such  re- 
peated and  heavy  complaints  were 
made  against  him  that  his  business 
rapidly  declined;  but,  instead  of 
endeavoring  to  obtain  better  sue-' 
eess  by  an  amendment  of  his  con- 
duct, he  seized  every  opportunity 
of  practising  extortion  and  fraud 
with  greater  rapacity,  and  became 
a  still  more  abominable  pest  to  so- 
ciety. 

He  resolved  to  move  from  Surrey 
into  the  county  of  Middlesex,  whcre^ 
he  expected  more  frequent  oppor- 
tunities would  occur  for  gratifying 
his  avarlctons  and  oppresssive  dis- 
position* 

Notwithstanding  the  infamy  that 
was  justly  annexed  to  the  character 
of  tills  accomplished  villain,  he  pro- 
cuiid  persons  to  become  his  bonds- 


men^  and  made  interest  to  be  nomi- 
nated ono  of  th^  officers  to  the 
sheriff  ef  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

He  opened  a  spunging-house  in 
the  Savoy ;  but  it  was  some  time 
before  ho  had  a  prospect  of  success. 
He  industriously  sought  every  op* 
portunity  of  joining  in  conversation 
with  attorneys,  and,  by  an  artful  in- 
sinuating conduct,  at  length  ingra- 
tiated himself  into  the  favour  of  se- 
veral of  that  fraternity,  who  were 
not  very  remarkable  either  fordls* 
cernment  or  integrity,  and  his  bnsU 
ness  gradnally  increased. 

Bolland  was  an  almost  daily  fre* 
quenter  of  places  where  billiards 
and  other  games  were  practised; 
and  at  one  of  these  meetings  he  fell 
into  company  with  a  gentleman, 
who  employed  him  to  arrest  the 
captain  of  a  ship  in  the  East-India 
service,  for  a  debt  of  three  hundred 
pounds,  promising  him  a  handsome 
compliment  on  condition  of  his  re* 
covering  the  money  or  taking  the 
prisoner  into  custody.  Bolland  as* 
sured  his  employer  that  he  would 
use  his  utmost  endeavors  to  serve 
the  writ  the  next  day. 

The  following  morning  the  gen^* 
tleman  set  out  for  the  country,  and 
in  the  course  of  the  day  Bolland  ar«. 
rested  the  captain,  who  immediately 
paid  the  debt  and  costs. 

In  a  short  time  the  captain  pro^ 
ceeded  on  his  voyage ;  and  the  gen« 
tleman,  at  whose  suit  he  had  been 
arrested,  coming  to  London  soon 
afterwards,  Bolland  waited  upon 
him,  and  said,  though  he  had  made 
use  of  every  stratagem  he  could  pos- 
sibly devise,  the  captain  had  eluded 
all  bis  art,  and  got  to  sea ;  and,  in 
order  to  enhance  the  promised  gra- 
tuity, he  pretended  that  his  extraor* 
dinary  v^;ilance  to  serve  the  writ 
had  involved  him  in  much  trouble 
and  some  expense,  for  the  truth  of 
which  he  appealed  to  his  followers, 
who  readily  supported  all  the  falsi- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


4S2       KNAPP  &  BALDWIN'S  NEWGATE  CALENDAR- 


ties  adfanced  by  their  wicked  em^ 
plojer;  and  the  gentleniaii  being 
thus  deceived,  he  made  Bolland  a 
handsome  present. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  ship  from 
the  East  Indies,  a  fresh  writ  was 
taken  out ;  but,  Botland  being  gone 
to  a  horserace,  it  was  given  to  an* 
other  officer. 

The  bailiff  went  to  Black  wall, 
and,  presently  finding  the  captain, 
said  he  must  either  pay  the  three 
hondred  pounds,  or  go  with  him  to 
a  place  of  security  ;  but  the  cap. 
tain  showing  the  officer  Boliand*s 
receipt  for  the  money,  he  returned 
to  town,  and  informed  his  employer 
that  the  debt  was  dbcharged  to  BoU 
land  preTiout  to  the  captain's  sailing 
for  India. 

A  suit  at  law  was  now  instituted 
against  Bolland  for  the  recovery  of 
three  hundred  pounds.  Justice  was 
so  indisputably  clear  on  the  side  of 
the  plaintiff*  that  Bolland  know  he 
must  inevitably  be  cast  if  the  matter 
came  to  trial ;  yetj  at  considerable 
ezpen^,  he  pro  tracfted  a  judicial  de- 
cbion  of  the  case,  imagining  his  ad- 
versary would  give  up  his  daim 
rather  than  pursue  him  through  all 
th«  delays  and  chicanery  of  the 
law. 

The  cause  at  length  was  brought 
to  a  hearing,  and,  judgment  being 
pronounced  in  favour  of  the  plain* 
tiff,  Bolland,  being  surrendered  by 
his  bail,  was  taken  in  execution. 
He  was  conducted  to  a  lock.up 
house,  where  he  remained  some 
tiiQfij  and  then  moved  himself  by 
habeas  corpus  to  the  Fleet  Prison, 
from  which  place  he  was  releasee! 
by  virtue  of  an  act  of  insolvency. 

Bolland,  and  a  person  with  whom 
he  had  contracted  an  acquaintance 
In  the  Fleet,  were  enlarged  nearly 
at  the  same  time;  and  the  latter 
soon  after  went  into  business,  and 
found  means  to  procure  bondsmen 
for  his  companion,  who  was  again 


appointed  an  officer  to  the  sheriff  of 
Middlesex. 

Bolland  now  hired  a  large  house 
in  Great  Shire  Lane,  near  Temple 
Bar  ;  but,  that  the  outward  appear* 
ance  might  not  convey  an  intima. 
tiun  of  the  severe  and  tyrannical 
treatment  that  was  to  be  exercised 
within,  the  windows  were  not,  ac- 
cording  to  the  general  custom  at 
spunging-houscs,  secured  with  iron 
bars. 

When  prisoners  came  into  the 
house,  he  informed  them  that  it  was 
bis  custom  to  charge  six  shillings 
per  day  for  board  and  lodging  ; 
adding,  that  the  entertainment 
would  be  such  as  should  give  uni« 
versal  satisfaction,  and  that  all  troa« 
ble  and  disagreements  concerning 
reckonings  would  be  avoided ;  and 
such  as  refused  to  comply  with  these 
exorbitant  terms  were  instantly 
conducted  to  gaol. 

When  BoUand's  prisoners  ap. 
peared  inclinable  to  remove  to  the 
King's  Bench  or  Fleet,  he  used 
every  artifice  he  could  suggest  for 
detaiuing  them  in  his  house  till 
they  had  exhausted  the  means  of 
supplying  his  extravagant  avarice ; 
but,  when  their  money  was  ex* 
pended,  no  entreaties  could  prevail 
on  the  merciless  villain  to  give  them 
credit  for  the  most  trifling  article, 
or  to  suffer  them  to  continue  an. 
other  hour  in  his  house. 

His  common  excuse  for  his^  rapa-^ 
cious  and  brutal  conduct  was,  that 
he  incurred  very  considerable  ex- 
pense by  supporting  a  house  for  ac« 
commodating  gentlemen ;  and  such 
as  wished  to  be  treated  consistently 
with  that  character  must  pay  ac- 
cordingly. 

Notwithstanding  the  public  in- 
famy  of  Bolland*s  character,  he 
transacted  perhaps  more  than  double 
the  business  of  any  man  in  the  same 
profession. 
Not  satisfied  with  the  great  emo. 
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luments  he  deri? ed  from  cruelly  op- 
pressing his  unhappy  prisoners,  he 
had  recourse  to  practices  which, 
though  not  less  injurious  in  them, 
selires,  were  more  calculated  to 
bring  him  under  the  censure  of  the 
law. 

He  defrauded  a  great  number  of 
tradesmen  of  property  to  a  consi- 
derable amount ;  and  among  (hem 
was  an  upholsterer,  of  whom  he  ob* 
tained  household  furniture  to  the 
ralueof  two  hundred  pounds,  under 
false  pretences. 

Though  Bolland  was  a  married 
man,  ho  was  violently  addicted  to 
the  company  of  abandoned  women  ; 
and,  when  his  wife  expostulated  on 
the  Impropriety  of  his  illicit  connex- 
ions, he  applied  to  her  the  most 
disgraceful  epithets,  accompanied 
with  volleys  of  profane  oaths,  and 
frequently  beat  her  in  a  barbarous 
manner. 

His  conversation  proved  the  ?ul. 
garity  of  his  breeding,  and  his  whole 
behaviour  marked  him  as  a  worth- 
less and  detestable  character. 

These  disqualifying  circumstances, 
however,  proved  no  impediment  to 
bis  being  received  on  terms  of  fa- 
iniliari ty  by  several  women  who 
were  In  the  keeping  of  persons  of 
distinction.  But  this  will  be  no 
longer  surprising,  when  it  is  consi- 
dered that  money  is  ever  a  suffi- 
cient recommendation  to  the  favour 
of  that  abandoned  part  of  the  sex 
who  subsist  on  the  wages  of  pros- 
titution. 

fiolland  frequently  took  debtors 
into  custody  who  had  sought  shelter 
within  the  verge  of  the  Board  of 
Green  Cloth;  and  for  an  offence 
of  this  kind  he  was  once  called  be- 
.  fore  the  board,  and  ordered  to  pay 
the  jum  for  which  he  had  illegally 
detained  the  complaining  party. 

Bolland  was  connected  with  two 
men  of  infamous  characters  ;  one  of 
w  bom  was  chiefly  ensployed  in  dis- 


covering persons  on  whom  the  s^rts 
of  villainy  might  be  practised  with 
the  most  success ;  and  the  other,  was 
an  attorney,  by  whose  assistance 
Bolland  was  frequently  relieved 
frdm  embarrassments,  and  enabled 
to  execute  his  villainous  projects 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  evade  the 
punishment  of  the  law. 

Bolland,  and  his  two  associates 
above  mentioned,  got  possession  of 
a  bill  for  thirty  pounds  th^t  had 
been  stolen  out  of  a  gentleman's 
pocket.  The  bill  was  presented  for 
payment,  which  was  refused,  the 
party  on  whom  it  was  dra\^n  alleging 
that  it  had  been  stolen.  Hereupon 
the  attorney  wrote  to  the  gentleman 
that  an  arrest  would  follow,  unless 
the  bill  was  immediately  discharged. 
The  answer  signiBed  that,  if  an  ar- 
rest was  resolved  upon,  the  writ 
might  be  left  with  an  attorney  in 
Chancery  Lane,  who  would  put  in 
bail. 

Mortified  and  disappointed  by 
the  spirited  repulse  (hey  had  re- 
ceived, and  despairing  of  obtaining 
cash  for  the.  bill  by  means  of  threats, 
they  determined  to  arrest  the  gen- 
tleman, and  take  him  to  Bolland*s 
house,  where  they  supposed  they 
could  scarcely  fail  of  extorting 
some  money  from  him. 

A  messenger  was  dispatched  to 
desire  the  gentleman's  company  at 
the  King's  Head  Tavern,  in  Brydges 
Street.  He  attended  according  to 
the  appointment,  and  was  arrested 
by  Bolland ;  who,  pretending  to  be 
desirous  of  acting  with  all  possible 
lenity,  told  the  gentleman  that  he 
would  wave  his  power  of  taking  him 
to  a  place  of  confinement,  lest  his 
reputation  should  be  injured,  on 
condition  that  he  would  give  him 
proper  security.  Hereupon  the 
gentleman  deposited  thirty  poands 
in  Bolland's  hands;  but  the  note 
was  still  detained,  with  a  view  of 
gaining  further  advantage* 
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The  gentleman  communicated  all 
the  circumstances  that  bad  come  to 
bis  knowledge  to  his  attorney,  who 
moved  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
for  a  rale. 

Holland  and  his  accomplices, 
howeyer,  determined  still  to  contest 
the  matter,  though  they  were  con- 
scious that  the  cause  must  certainly 
be'decidod  in  favour  of  their  adver- 
sary. 

When  prisoners  came  into  BoU 
land's  house  he  immediately  em. 
ployed  his  followers  to  make  parti- 
cular inquiries  into  the  state  of  their 
pecuniary  affairs,  and  the  extent  of 
their  connexions;  and,  according 
to  the  information  he  received,  he 
suggested  plans  for  deceiving  hu 
unhappy  guests. 

A  young  gentleman,  whose  im- 
prudences had  drawn  upon  him  the 
displeasure  of  his  friends,  was  ar- 
rested at  the  suit  of  his  tailor,  and 
confined  in  Holland's  house.. 

His  money  being  soon  expended, 
and  despairing  of  being  able  to  ef. 
feet  a  compromise  with  his  creditor, 
he  expressed  a  desire  of  being  re- 
moved to  the  King's  Bench  or  the 
Fleet. 

Bolland  informed  him  that  he 
must  be  taken  to  Newgate,  that 
being  the  gaol  for  the  county,  and 
that  he  could  not  be  moved  to  either 
of  the  other  prisons  but  by  means 
of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

The  young  gentleman  was  greatly 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  being  con- 
fined in  Newgate,  which  he  sup. 
posed  to  be  a  place  for  the  recep- 
tion of  felons  only. 

Bolland,  perceiving  his  anxiety, 
advised  him  to  recall  his  resolution, 
saying  that,  if  he  would  follow  his 
direction,  a  method  might  still  be 
adopted  for  relieving  him  from  all 
his  difficulties.  Anxious  to  recover 
his  liberty,  the  youth  said,  if  Bol. 
land  would  signify,  the  means  by 
which  so  desirable  a  purpose  was  to 


be  attained,  he  would  gladly  em- 
brace the  proposal,  and  ever  con- 
sider him  his  most  generous  bene- 
factor. 

Hereupon  Bolland  informed  him 
that  he  would  immediately  procnte 
bail;  and  then  recommended  him 
to  different  tradesmen,  of  whom  be 
might  procure  a  chariot  and  horses^ 
household  furniture,  and  other  ef- 
fects, on  credit;  adding,  that  he 
would  find  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
a  fortune  by  marriage  before  be 
would  be  called  upon  for  the  dis- 
charge of  his  debts. 

The  young  man  being  released  oa 
the  bail  of  two  of  Bol  land's  accom* 
plices,  a  chariot  was  procured,  and 
a  house  hired  and  furnished  Tery 
elegantly;  and  one  of  Bolland's 
followers  assumed  the  character  oi 
a  footman,  from  the  double  motive 
of  assisting  in  the  scheme^of  villainy, 
and  reporting  to  his  principal  all 
the  particulars  of  the  conduct  ef 
the  imprudent  young  man. 

Reports  were  industrionMy  pro- 
pagated that  the  youth  was  heir  to 
an  immense  fortune ;  and,  by  a  va- 
riety of  stratagems,  effects  to  a  con- 
siderable amount  were  obtained 
from  different  tradesmen,  the  greater 
part  of  which  were  deposited  in 
Bolland's  house,  by  way  of  security 
to  him  for  the  baU  he  had  pro- 
cured. 

Payment  for  the  furniture  and 
other  effects  being  demanded,  tiie 
creditors  were  for  some  time  amoaad 
by  a  variety  of  plausible  pretences : 
but  at  length  they  became  exceed- 
ingly importunate  for  their  money  ; 
and  Bolland,  now  conclndlng  that 
the  young  man  could  no  longer  be 
made  subservient  to  his  TlllainoiM 
stratagems,  surrendered  him  in  dis- 
charge of  his  bail,  and  caused  him 
to  be  conveyed  to  Newgate. 

The  persons  whom  he  Iwd  been 
seduced  to  defraud  were  no  sooner 
acquainted  with  the  imprisoament 
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of  the  yooiifc  adf  entorer  tbaa  (hey 
lodged  detainers  against  him. 

Hit  unfortunate  connesioni  ha?« 
ing  greati  J  exasperated  his  relations 
and  friendfl^  they  refused  to  afford 
him  any  kind  of  assistance,  and  his 
situation  became  truly  deplorable. 

His  present  distress,  and  the  up. 
braidings  of  conscience  for  the  im- 
propriety of.  his  conduct,  over, 
whelmed  him  with  affliction,  which 
soon  put  a  peViod  to  his  life. 

Bolland,evcr  regarding  the  wreck 
he  occasioned  with  apathy,  went  on 
his  course  of  wickedness.  He  pro. 
fidcd  Jew,  or  fictitious,  bail  for 
persons  who  were  under  arrest; 
and,  when  he  knew  that  the  parties 
whom  he  himself  arrested  were  not 
in  desperate  circumstances,  he  fre. 
quently  released  them,  after  exact, 
ing  money  from  them,  and  a  pro. 
mise  to  surrender  if  they  could  not 
compromise  matters  with  their  ere. 
ditors.  He  applied  to  these  people 
to  become  bail  for  others,  who  paid 
him  in  proportion  to  the  sums  for 
which  they  were  arrested;  and, 
circumstanced  as  they  Were,  it  "wta 
seldom  that  he  met  a  refusal ;  for, 
upon  their  making  the  least  hesita. 
tion,  he  threateued  to  take  them 
into  custody,  and  convey  them  in. 
stantly  to  prison. 

He  provided  genteel  apparel  for 
Jews,  and  other  men  in  desperate 
circumstances,and  encouraged  them 
to  commit  perjury,  by  bribing  them 
to  swear  themselves  housekeepers 
and  men  of  property,  in  order  that 
their  bail  might  be  admitted.      > 

Having  supplied  two  men  of 
most  profligate  characters  with  gen. 
teel  clothes,  they  attended  him  to 
Westminster  Hall,  and  there  justU 
fied  bail  for  sums  to  a  considerable 
amonnt,  though  they  were  not  pos- 
sessed of  property  to  the  valae  of 
twenty  shillings. 

After  the  business  these  three  in. 
famous  associates  adjooroed  to  a 


tavern  in  Coven  t  Gitrden;  and, 
while  they  were  regaling  them- 
selves, some  of  Sir  John  Fielding's 
officers  too|^  the  two  men  who  had 
justified  bail  into  custody,  on  a 
charge  of  highway  robbery. 

'J'hey  were  convicted  at  the  en^ 
suing  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey ; 
tfnd  soon  afterwards  Bolland,  being 
a  sheriff's  officer,  attended  them  to 
Tyburn,  where  they  were  hanged 
in  the  very  apparel  that  he  himself 
had  proTided  for  them. 

A  publican  in  Cecil  Street,  in  the 
Strand,  named  Wilkinson,  went 
into  Lancashire,  in  the  year  \f6Sj 
upon  a  visit  to  his  relations,  leav- 
ing the  care  of  his  house  to  a  te* 
male  servant.  Upon  the  landlord's 
return  he  found  that  two  men  had 
taken  possessson  of  his  household 
goods  and  stock  of  liquors  under  a 
warrant  of  distress.  He  asked  by 
what  authority  they  had  made  a 
seizure  of  his  effects  ;  and  the  reply 
was,  that,  if  he  presumed  to  dispute 
their  authority,  they  would  knock 
out  his  brains,  or  put  him  to  death 
in  some  other  manner. 

Wilkinson  made  application  to 
Justice  Rynaston,  and  made  an  af. 
fidavit  that  Bolland  had  no  legal 
claim  upon  him.  A  warrant  was 
granted  for  the  recovery  of  Wil. 
kinson's  goods,  but  before  it  could 
be  put  into  execution  the  greatest 
part  of  them  had  been  moved  from 
the  premises.       ^ 

The  following  day  Bolland 
caused  Wilkinson  to  be  arrested  for 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds^ 
which  was  falsely  alleged  to  be  a 
debt  he  had  some  time  before  con* 
traded. 

The  unfortunate  Wilkinson,  be- 
ing unable  to  procure  bail  for  so 
considerable  a  sum,  moved  himself 
to  the  King's  Bench. 

The  attorney  employed  by  Wil. 
kinson  was  an  accomplice  of  Bol- 
land's ;  and,  under  the  pretance  of 
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defending  him  against  (he  machina* 
tions  of  that  accomplished  Tillain, 
he  extorted  from  him  his  last  shil* 
ling ;  and,  after  the  unhappy  man 
had  suffered  a  long  imprisonment, 
in  a  most  deplorable  state  of  po* 
Tcrty,  he  was  restored  to  liberty 
by  f  irtue  of  an  act  of  insol? ency. 

In  the  preceding  part  of  this  iiar- 
ratife  we  have  mentioned  that  Bol- 
land  had  formed  a  connexion  with 
a  fellow.prisoner  In  the  Fleet, 
through  whose  interest  bondsmen 
were  procured  when  he  a  second 
time  commenced  officer  to  the  she. 
riff  of  Middlesex. 

licarning  some  time  after  that 
this  man  had  apartments  elegantly 
furnished  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gray's  Inn,  he  falsely  swore  a  debt 
against  him;  and,  in  conjunction 
with  one  of  his  accomplices,  who 
was. a  lawyer,  sued  outa  judgment, 
and  obtained  a  warrant  of  distress 
for  the  seizure  of  his  eflfccts,  which 
were  conveyed  to  Holland's  house. 

The  injured  party  applied  to  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  for  redress, 
and  attachments  were  issued  against 
the  delinquents :  but  before  they 
could  take  effect  the  attorney  had 
absconded ;  and  Holland  was  in 
custody,  charged  with  the  capital 
offence  for  which  he  suffered ;  and 
therefore  no  redress  was  to  be  ob- 
tained. 

A  captain  in  the  nary  gomg  a 
Toyagc,  and  not  leafing  his  wife 
sufficiently  provided  with  money, 
she  contracted  a  debt  to  the  amount 
of  thirty  pounds,  for  which  she 
gave  a  note*  The  note  not  being 
paid  when  it  became  due,  the  ere. 
ditor  ordered  Bolland  to  scrfe  a 
writ  upon  the  unhappy  woman. 
After  she  had  remained  some  days  a 
prisoner  in  hb  house  he  procured 
bail  for  her,  on  her  paying  him  fire 
guineas. 

In  a  hw  days  she  was  again 
taken  into  custody,  Bolland  urging 


that,  upon  making  inquiry  into  her 
affairs,  the  bail  deemed  themselves 
not  secure,  and  had  surrendered 
bei^  from  motives  of  prudence. 

TerHfied  at  the  idea  of  going  to 
prison,  she  paid  him  ten  guineas  for 
procuring  ball  a  second  time ;  but 
he  insisted  on  having  a  l)ond  to 
confess  judgment  for  the  furniture 
of  her  house,  as  a  collateral  security. 
Being  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
the  security  proposed,  she  complied 
with  the  terms  offered  by  the  villain, 
who,  on  the  following  day,  entered 
upon  judgment,  and  took  posses- 
sion  of  her  effects. 

Upon  discovering  that  she  had 
been  made  a  dupe  to  the  consum. 
mate  art  and  villainy  of  Bolland, 
the  unfortunate  woman  was  driven 
almost  to  distraction,  and  while  in 
that  state  of  mind  she  attempted  to 
set  fire  to  the  house,  in  consequence 
of  which  a  warrant  was  granted  for 
apprehending  her,  and  she  was  ac 
cordingly  committed  to  Newgate. 

In  a  short  time  the  husband  re- 
turned to  England,  and  Bolland 
bribed  an  infamous  woman  to  swear 
a  false  debt  against  him,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  was  arrested, 
and,  being  in  confinement  at  the 
time  of  his  wife's  trial  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  she  was  deprived  of  that 
assistance  he  might  have  afforded 
her.  She  was  convicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  suffer  death;  but,  her 
cause  being  espoused  by  a  number 
of  humane  persons,  they  drew  up 
an  authentic  state  of  her  case^  which 
was  presented  to  the  king,  who  wu 
graciously  pleased  to  grant  tier  an 
unconditional  pardon. 

Bolland  formed  a  connexion  with 
a  prostitute,  towards  whom  a  sailor, 
then  abroad,  entertained  a  strong 
attachment.  Upon  the  sailor's  re- 
turn he  gave  three  hundred  pounds 
into  the  care  of  the  woman,  pro- 
posing at  the  same  time  to  espouse 
her,  and  saying  he  meant  to  take  a 
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public  house  in  Wapping.  The 
womaa  communicated  the  sailor's 
])ropo8al  to  fiollaud,  and  they 
formed  a  plan  of  defrauding  him  of 
his  money. 

By  Bolland's  direction  she  inti- 
mated  to  him  that  three  hundred 
pouuds  was  not  a  sum  sufficient  to 
carry  on  the  trade  of  a  publican 
with  a  prospect  of  success,  and  ad. 
vised  him  to  lea?e  the  money  he 
had  already  acquired  to  her  care^ 
and  make  another  voyage.  The 
unsuspecting  seaman  complied,  and 
in  a  short  time  after  he  ha<l  sailed 
Bolland  got  the  three  hundred 
pounds  into  his  possession,  and  ap- 
plied it  to  his  own  use. 

Bolland's  behaviour  to  the  wo- 
man was  for  some  time  exceedingly 
kind  :  but  heat  length  procured  a 
fellow  to  charge  her  with  a  false 
debt ;  and  being  taken  to  prison, 
shesorriTed  only  a  short  time,  dur. 
ing  which  she  labored  under  the 
sc.verest  afflictions  of  poverty  and 
disease. 

The  sailor,  having  completed  his 
voyage,  no  sooner  landed  in  Eng- 
land than  he  hastened  to  the  house 
where  his  mistress  had  resided  ;  and, 
having  learnt  the  particulars  of  her 
conduct,  vexation  and  disappoint- 
ment h:^  such  ao  effect  upon  his 
mind,  that  the  recovery  of  his  rea- 
son was  for  a  long  time  judged  to 
be  doubtful. 

Bolland  being  ordered,  by  an 
attorney  in  the  city,  to  serve  a  writ 
oo  a  c^oncl  in  his  majesty's  ser- 
vice for  one  hundred  pounds,  he 
arrested  the  gentleman  the  next 
day,  and  was  paid  the  debt  and 
costs ;  but,  instead  of  delivering  the 
money  for  the  plaintiffs  use,  he 
declared  that  ho  had  not  served  the 
writ*  The  attorney y  however,  soon 
learning  that  the  debt  was  dis- 
charged, commenced  a  suit  against 
the  sheriffs;  and  the  persons. who 
had  become  sureties  for  Bolland 


were  compelled  to  pay  the  hundred 
pounds,  with  full  costs. 

The  colonel  had  neglected  to 
take  Bolland's  receipt^  and  of  this 
circumstance  the  vilfatn  determined 
to  avail  himself.  He,  a  second  time, 
arrested  the  gentleman  for  a  hun- 
dred pounds:  the  action  was  bailed, 
and  a  trial  ensued,  in  the  course  of 
which  a  witness)  swore  that  he  was 
present  when  the  colonel  paid  Bol- 
land a  hundred  pounds,  and  costs, 
in  discharge  of  the  writ.  Upon 
this  the  jury  pronounced  in  favour 
of  the  colonel. 

Though  Bolland's  character  was 
notorious  throughout  the  kingdom, 
he  might,  perhaps,  have  continued 
his  depredations  much  lon^^er,  had 
not  his  infamous  practices  been  ex- 
posed in  the  newspapers  by  the  per. 
son  whom  we  have' already  men- 
tioned his  being  acquainted  with 
in  the  Fleet,  and  whose  effects  he 
seized  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Gray's  Inn  under  a  warrant  of  dis- 
tress, obtained  by  swearing  to  a 
false  debt. 

When  the  sheriffs  were  informed 
of  Bolland's  villainy,  they  were 
highly  exasperated  against  htm,  and 
suspended  him  from  acting  as  their 
officer,  and  assigned  the  bail-bonds 
as  security,  by  which  the  parties 
he  had  injured  might  obtain  some 
recompense. 

Bolland's  avarice  was  so  cxces. 
sive,  and  his  inclination  to  villainy 
so  strong,  that  his  being  deprived 
of  the  power  of  following  his  usual 
practices  proved  the  source  of  much 
uneasiness.  He  was  advised  to  act 
under  the  Marshalsea  Court;  but 
he  rejected  the  proposal,  alleging 
that  a  compliance  would  degrade 
his  character,  after  having  long 
moved  in  so  superior  a  line  of  life. 

The  office  of  upper  city-marshal 
becoming  vacant  by  the  decease  of 
Osmond  Cook,  Esq.  Bolland  deter- 
mined to  dispose  of  part  of  his  in- 
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iamousiy  acquired  property  in  the 
purchase  thereof. 

The  place  being  put  up  for  sale 
by  auction,  he  became  the  pur- 
chaser for  two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred pounds.  Having  paid  the  dc. 
posit  money,  which  was  lodged  in 
the  chamberlain's  office,  he  anxi. 
ously  waited  for  the  approbation  of 
the  court  of  aldermen,  which  was 
only  wanting  to  give  him  that  power 
over  the  citizens  which  he  was  pre- 
determined to  abuse. 

A  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
lord-mayor  and  court  of  aldermen, 
exhibiting  Holland's  character  in 
all  its  horrid  deformity ;  and  proper 
inquiries  being  made,  the  facts  ap- 
peared to  be  well  founded ;  in  cou. 
sequence  of  which  the  court  of  al- 
dermen refused  him  the  place,  and 
ordered  the  chamberlain  to  return 
the  deposit  money. 

He  declared  that  he  would  com- 
mence a  suit  at  law  against  the 
court  of  aldermen  for  the  recovery 
of  damages;  and,  when  the  re- 
corder communicated  to  him  the 
Tery  strong  reasons  that  had  in- 
duced the  Court  to  deem  him  un- 
qualified for  the  place  of  city-mar- 
shal, he  behaved  in  a  manner  ex- 
tremely reprehensible. 

To  contest  the  matter  with  the 
city  be  found  not  likely  to  produce 
him  any  adyantage;  and,  one  of  the 
sergeants-at-mace  at  that  time  re- 
signing his  office,  he  formed  the  re- 
solution of  purchasing  his  place, 
which  was  denied  him,  though  he 
offered  a  sum  cojisiderably  above 
the  usual  price* 

The  deposit  money  still  remained 
in  the  chambcrlain^s  office,  under  an 
attachment  taken  out  by  his  sure, 
tics,  on  account  of  their  bail-bonds 
being  assigned  over  for  the  benefit 
of  the  persons  who  had  suffered 
through  his  iniquitous  proceedings. 

A  man  named  Jesson  had  dit. 
counted  a  note  for  Bolland ;  some 


time  after  which  they  met  at  the 
George  and  Vulture  Tafern,  in 
Cornhill,  when  the  former  desired 
the  note  might  be  redeemed.  The 
other  said  he  then  happened  to  be 
short  of  cash,  but  produced  a  note 
of  hand  for  one  hundred  pounds, 
given  by  Mr.  Bradshaw,  offering 
to  take  up  the  other  note,  if  Jesson 
would  take  Bradbhaw's  security, 
and  reiurn  the  overplus.  To  this 
Jesson  agreed,  and,  while  he  was 
counting  the  money,  Bolland  en- 
dorsed the  note ;  which  being  ob- 
served by  the  other,  he  said  he  had 
no  doubt  as  to  the  responsibility  of 
Bradshaw,  but  that  Bollancfs  name 
would  render  the  note  unnegotiable. 
Bolland  then  took  a  knife,  and 
erased  all  the  letters  of  his  surname, 
excepting  the  first,  and  In  their 
room  inserted  anks;  after  which 
he  delivered  the  note  to  Jesson. 

On  the  following  day  Jesson  re- 
quested a  person  named  Cardineaux 
to  discount  the  note  he  had  received 
from  Bolland ;  and  Cardineaux  paid 
him  fifteen  pounds  ten  shillings  on 
account,  desiring  him  to  call  the 
next  day  for  the  balance. 

The  next  Saturday,  Cardineaux, 
Jesson,  and  Bolland,  met  at  a 
taTern  in  Queen  Street;  when  Car- 
dineaux questioning  Bolland  re- 
specting Uanksy  the  name  indorsed 
upon  the  note,  he  said  Banks  was  a 
victualler,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rath  bone  Place,  in  an  extensive 
and  reputable  way  of  business. 
Cardineaux,  saying  he  was  fully 
satisfied,  paid  Jesson  the  balance  in 
his  favour,  in  some  small  notes, 
and  a  draft  upon  his  banker. 

Cardineaux,  having  occasion  for 
cash,  carried  the  note  to  his  banker, 
who  discounted  it ;  and  soon  after 
Bradshaw  was  declared  a  bankrupt. 

Cardineaux  now  applied  to  Jes. 
son,  desiring  that,  as  Bradshaw  had 
failed,  he  would  provide  money  it> 
take  np  the  note  when  it  became 
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due.  Jesson  had  recoorae  to  BoU 
land  ;  but  he  refused  to  take  op  the 
note,  and  efea  denied  that  Jesion 
had  received  it  of  him. 

Cardineaox^  Jesson,  and  Bolland> 
met  at  the  Edinburgh  Coffee-house 
the  next  day,  when  (he  former  in.> 
troduced  a  conversation  respecting 
Bradshaw's  note ;  in  the  course  of 
which  Bolland  said  that  his  endorse* 
ment  did  not  appear  upon  the  note, 
and  that  It  had  not  passed  through 
his  hands.  Upon  this  Cardineanx 
said  Jesson  had  mentioned  his  hav. 
ing  altered  the  endorsement  from 
BolUnd  to  Banks;  and  Bolland 
then  desired  all  disputes  might  sub. 
side,  and  promised  that  the  note 
should  be  discharged  when  it  "be- 
came  due. 

The  note  was  delivered  to  a  per. 
son  named  Morris,  who  showed  It 
to  a  gentleman  of  the  law,  and  re. 
lated  to  him  the  particulars  of  BoU 
land's  conduct ;  In  consequence  of 
which  a  prosecution  was  resolved  on. 

Bolland  being  apprehended,  a  man 
was  sent.  In  the  name  of  Banks,  to 
carry  the  monej^  to  Cardineanx,  who 
gave  a  receipt  for  it,  telling  him 
that  the  note  he  had  to  redeem  was 


In  the  possession  of  Morris,  aid 
would  be  detained,  In  order  to  be 
produced  at  the  Old  Bailey  as  evi* 
dence  against  Bolland. 

The  prisoner  being  brought  to 
trial,  his  counsel  exerted  their  ut- 
most abilities  to  prove  that  he  had 
not  committed  forgery;  but  the 
jury  found  him  guilty  on  the  indict- 
ment. When  sentence  of  death 
had  been  pronounced  against  him 
the  recorder  pathetically  exhorted 
him  to  employ  the  short  time  he 
had  to  live  in  preparing  for  eter. 
nity,  and  not  to  deceive  himself  in 
the  expectation  of  a  pardon,  which 
there  was  not  the  slightest  reason 
to  suppose  would  be  granted. 

fie,  on  the  morning  of  his  execu- 
tion, March  the  18th,  177^,  ac 
knowledged  that  he  had  been  guilty 
of  innumerable  sins;  but  declared 
that  the  fact  for  which  he  was  to 
die  was  not  committed  with  a  view 
to  defraud. 

The  body  of  this  malefactor  was 
taken  to  Highgate  in  a  hearse,  and 
in  the  evening  carried  to  an  under- 
taker's In  Prince's  Street,  Drury 
Lane,  whence  it  was  conveyed  to 
Bunhill  Fields  for  Interment. 


ROBERT  POWEL, 

EXECUTED  FOa  FORGERY. 


This  unhappy  victim  to  the  vio. 
lated  laws  of  his  country  was  a  na. 
tive  of  Merioneth,  in  North  Wales. 
His  parents  were  poor  people,  but 
were  distinguished  by  the  honesty 
apd  regularity  of  their  conduct. 
They  educated  him  as  well  as  their 
circumstances  would  permit  them ; 
and  then  sent  him  to  London,  In 
the  hope  that  ho  might  be  able  to 
advance  himself  in  life. 

Powel  had  not  been  long  in  town 
before  he  obtained  the  place  of  a 
shopman,  In  the  service  of  a  trades- 
man of  reputation.  In  this,  station 
his  behaviour  was  so  unexception- 


able, and  there  was  so  much  of 
gracefulness  In  his  person  and  man. 
ner,  that  his  master  soon  raised  his 
wages,  and  sought  every  opporta. 
nity  of  promoting  his  interest:  In. 
deed  every  person  In  the  family  was 
pleased  with  the  decoram  thi^  ap- 
peared in  all  his  behaviour ;  which 
was  laid  down  as  a  rule  of  conduct 
that  ought  to  be  observed  and  co- 
pled  by  the  other  servants. 

By  an  even  and  steady  comse 
of  frugality  Powel  saved  money 
enough  to  embark  In  business  for 
himself;  and,  on  the  death  of  his 
master,   he  courted  the  sister  of 
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Mr.  Taylor  Barrow,  who  h 
place  of  some  importance  ii 
Custom.house.  Mr.  Barrow 
elusive  of  his  place,  carried 
considerable  business ;  and 
Povfr'el,  having  engaged  in  ( 
was  as  successful  as  the  most 
guine  of  his  friends  could 
wished  him  to  be ;  and,  in  gci 
was  looked  upon  to  be  a  } 
man  in  a  thriving  way  of  bqsir 

In  fact,  he  was  soon  in 
flourishing  circumstances,  an 
success  induced  him,  contrai 
the  advice  of  his  friends,  to  t 
large  farm  a  few  miles  from  th 
tropolis ;  which  took  up  mo 
his  time  and  attention  than  i 
be  presumed  a  tradesman 
spare  from  his  business ;  so 
the  wonder  will  be  less  thai 
should  ensue. 

Having  involved  himself  b; 
dertaking  too  many  concerr 
was  reduced  in  circumstances 
determined  on  the  com  missis 
that  forgery  which  cost  him  hi 

His  brother-in-law,  Mr.  T 

Barrow,  was  possessed  of  verj 

'  siderable  property  in  the  £asU 

stock.     Powel  being  appriz( 

this,  and  knowing  that  stock 

a    verv    hiffh    nrirn    at    that 
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second,  aod  afterwards  a  third  flew 
of  him  ;  when,  no  doubt  remaining 
in  his  mind  that  he  was  the  real  of. 
fender,  he  took  him  by  the  arm, 
and  begged'him  (o  accompany  him 
to  the  coffee-house  where  they  had 
first  met.  Fowel  pretended  not  to 
hare  any  knowledge  of  the  other 
party  ;  but  Portis  resolutely  insist- 
ing  that  he  should  go  with  him,  the 
latter  complied  with  as  much  grace 
as  he  could,  to  prerent  any  dis. 
torbance  happening  in  the  street 

They  no  sooner  got  to  the  coffee- 
hoose  than  the  master  and  one  Of 
the  waiters,  at  the  desire  of  Portis, 
paid  an  attentive  regard  to  Powcl, 
and  averred  that  he  was  the  man 
who  had  asked  for  (he  broker  to 
sell  thejtock. 

On  this  the  prisoner  was  taken 
before  the  sitting  alderman  at  Guii^* 
hall,  and;  his  person  being  positively 
sworn  to,  the  magistrate  committed 
him  to  Newgate,  in  order  to  his 
being  tried  at  the  next  sessions  at 
the  Old  Bailey. 

When  the  trial  came  on  the  cuU 
prit  produced  a  number  of  people 
to  prove  that  he  was  in  the  country 
at  the  time  the  forgery  was  com- 
mitted ;  but  the  jury,  not  being  sa- 
tisfied with  their  testimony,  brought 
in  their  verdict  that  he  was  guilty. 

When  he  was  taken  to  the  bar  to 
receive  sentence  of  death,  bis  coun- 
sel moved  that  the  judgment  might 
be  postponed,  ^  on  account  of  some 
informalities  in  the  rcscord;'  and 
the  Court,  ever  attentive  to  the 
laws  of  humanity,  acceded  to  the 
motion. 

The  consequence  was,  that  in 
Michaelmas  term,  1771,  the  case 
was  learnedly  argued  before  the 
judges,  who  were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  Powel  had  been  guilty 
of  the  forgery ;  whereupon  sen- 
tence was  passed  that  he  should 
undergo  the  judgment  awarded  by 
law. 

After  coiidemnation  his  behaviour 


was  highly  proper  for  a  man  in  his 
unhappy  situation.  He  was  earnest 
and  reguliir  in  his  devotions,  made 
every  proper  preparation  for  death, 
and  resigned  himself  to  his  fate  with 
the  composure  that  became  a  Chris- 
tian, who  placed  his  hopes  on  a  beU 
tcr  world  than  that,  to  a  longer  re- 
sidence in  which  he  had  forfeited 
his  title. 

He  was  indulged  with  a  mourn- 
ing-coach to  the  place  of  execo- 
tion,  where  his  conduct  was  such  as 
proved  him  properly  affected  by  his 
situation.  He  appeared  sincere  and 
ardent  in  his  devotions ;  and  after 
he  was  turned  pff,  and  his  body  had 
hung  the  usual  time,  it  was  deli- 
ver^ to  his  friends  for  interment. 

Robert  Powel  suffered  at  Ty- 
burn on  the  M  of  January,  1772. 

in  the  case  of  this  offender  wo 
see  the  almost  absolute  impossibi- 
lity of  concealing  a  guilty  transac- 
tion. His  name  was  unknown  to 
Portis ;  his  crime  was  a  secret  even 
from  his  relations ;  and  he  remain- 
ed in  Wales  till  he  thought  the  af- 
fair was  forgotten :  jet  he  had  been 
but  a  short  time  in  London  before 
he  found  himself  in  Newgate  for 
the  commission  of  that  very  crime 
whicli,  he  flattered  himself  had  been 
effectually  concealed ;  and  an  igno- 
minious death  followed. 

Mysterious  are  the  ways  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  past  finding  out  Who 
that  reads  this  story  will  scruple  to 
admire  that  divine  wisdom  and  jus- 
tice which  cannot  be  comprehended  ? 
If  Powel  could  have  been  con-' 
tented -with  his  situation  he  might 
have  lived  in  credit  and  reputation. 
The  keeping  of  farms  near  London 
has  been  the  rnin  of  many  a  trades- 
man. A  regular  attention  to  one 
branch  of  business  is  generally  pro- 
ductive of  more  profit  than  the  em- 
barking in  a  variety  of  schemes ; 
and  as  such  we  would  recommend 
it  to  all  our  readers  who  are  en- 
gaged  in  the  mercantile  line.  t 
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SAMUEL  ROBERTS  AND  THOMAS  BACCHUS, 

XZECUTEO  FOK  COININO. 


Tut  fint-meotioned  of  these  ma« 
lefactors  was  a  native  of  Shrews* 
bur  J.  He  was  descended  of  parents 
of  Tery  fair  character,  but  in  dr- 
cumstances  rather  contracted :  how. 
eTcr,  they  gave  him  what  education 
was  in  their  power,  and  then  ap. 
prenticed  him  to  a  baker* 

After  the  eipiration  of  the  term 
of  his  apprenticeship  he  repaired 
to  the  metropolis,  find  labored  at 
a  journeyman  with  different  masters 
for  a  considerable  time,  still  sup- 
porting the  character  of  an  Indus, 
trtous  and  honest  man.  Some 
friends,  observing  the  goodness  of 
his  disposition,  advanc^  him  mo- 
ney, with  which  he  took  a  shop  in 
Gray's  Inn  Lane,  and  met  with 
such  success  in  business  as  rewarded 
his  assiduity. 

At  length,  Tery  unhappily  for 
himself,  lie  became  acquainted  with 
the  father  of  Bacchus,  from  the 
casual  meeting  him  at  a  public 
house.  Soon  after  their  acquaint, 
ance  the  old  man  advbed  him  to 
remoTe  into  South  wark,  where  he 
said  an  excdleot  house  and  shop 
offered  for  his  accommodation. 
Roberts,  being  married,  and  haTing 
four  children,  listened  to  this  ad. 
Tice,  in  the  hope  of  making  a  bet. 
ter  provision  for  his  family. 

A  Tery  short  time  after  his  resl. 
dence  in  Soutkwark,  the  elder 
Bacchus  and  his  son,  witli  some 
other  people  who  were  coiners, 
told  Roberts  that  they  would  be 
ready  to  assist  him  with  money  on 
any  emergency.  It  happened  that, 
some  Uttle  time  afterwards,  Roberts 
wanted  some  money  to  make  up 
a  bill  due  for  flour;  on  which  Ire 
mentioned  the  affair  to  the  elder 
Bacchus,  and  he  was  immediately 
furnished  with  the  requisite  sum. 

Thb  drcnmstance  had  not  long 
taken  place^-    iihen  the   younger 


Bacchus  informed  Roberts  that  his 
father  was  out  of  town,  and  begged 
his  assistance  in  coining,  on  the  con. 
dition  of  which  he  should  be  amply 
supplied  with  .such  money  as  ho 
might  want. 

Roberts  hesitated  for  a  while  to 
comply  with  a  scheme  big  with  such 
CTident  destruction ;  but,  the  pros- 
pect  of  gain  becoming  at  length  too 
strong  for  his  more  Tirtoons  reso* 
lutions,  he  fatally  consented,  and 
ruin  was  the  consequence.  The 
nature  of  the  partnership  (for  such 
It  may  be  deemed)  was  this :  Bac- 
chus was  generally  the  immediate 
coiner  of  the  counterfeit  money, 
which  Roberts  put  off  to  unsus. 
pecting  people.  They  had  imi. 
tated  a  rariety  of  gold  and  silver 
coin,  which  was  so  well  executed 
that  it  could  hardly  be  distinguished 
from  the  real  money  made  at  the 
Tower;  yet  the  adulteration  was 
so  great,  that,  in  many  pieces,  the 
intrinsic  Talue  was  not  a  fourth  of 
the  nominal. 

Great  part  of  this  counterfeit 
money  was  put  off  at  country  fairs, 
where  the  agents  employed  to  dis* 
pose  of  It  {for  there  were  othert 
besides  Roberta)  appeared  as  hone, 
dealers,  and  found  several  conntry 
tradesmen  ready  enough  to  traffic 
with  them  for  this  false  coin. 

The  coiners  used  to  sell  this  mo. 
ney  by  weight  to  the  countrymen, 
who  circulated  it  in  the  course  of 
their  connexions;  so  that  the  ctII 
spread  wide,  to  the  injury  of  many 
an  unfortunate  individual. 

In  the  interim  Bacchus  and  Ro. 
berts  liT^d  In  a  Tery  handsome 
idanner  on  the  profits  of  their  ini. 
quitous  trade.  Their  neighbOuis 
could  not  conceive  how  they  pro. 
cured  a  subsistence ;  and  it  is  pos* 
sible  that  they  might  haTe  continued 
their  practices  a  considerable  tine 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


KMAPP  &  BA  LDWlN's  NBW6 ATE  CALENDAR.        46$ 


loogtr^  but  that  one  of  their  ac» 
complloes  gare  such  hints  ai  led  to 
the  ready  means  of  detecting  them. 

Some  constables  being  cmpiojed 
to  search  the  house,  they  found 
Bacchus,  with  all  the  implements 
proper  for  coining,. in  the  act  of 
making  counterfeit  money,  while 
Roberts  was  assisting  him  in  this 
nolawfol  transaction:  on  which 
both  the  parties  were  taken  into 
custody ;  and,  being  carried  before 
Sir  John  Fielding,  that  magistrate 
committed  them  to  Newgate, 

It  may  be  now  proper  to  men- 
tion  that  Bacchus  was  a  native  of 
the  town  of  Stafford,  and  was,  at 
a  fery  early  age,  initiated  into  the 
art  of  coining  by  his  father,  who 
seems  purposely  to  have  trained 
him  to  the  gallows.  The  younger 
Bacchus  never  followed  any  busi* 
nees  but  coining,  ezcepjt  occasion, 
ally  dealing  in  smuggled  goods, 
when  he  happened  to  have  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  in  his  pos- 
session. 

The  prisoners  remained  in  New- 
gate several  months  before  they  were 
brought  to  trial ;  but  at  length  they 
were  convicted  on  thb  clearest  eyi* 
deoce,  and  sentenced  to  die. 

The  behaviour  of  Roberts  after 
conviction  was  exceedingly  well 
adapted  to  his  unhappy  situation. 
He  was  regular  and  devout  in  his 
attendance  on  religious  duties,  em- 
ployed much  time  in  reading  books 
^f  devotion,  and  was  regardful  of 
the  instructions  given  him  by  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate.  On  learn- 
ing that  the  warrant  for  his  eze- 
cntion  was  arrived  his  seriousness 
and  penitence  appeared  to  be  aug- 
mented, and  he  looked  forward  to 
eternity  in  the  humble  hope  of  the 
divine  pardon. 

Nor  was  the  behaviour  of  Bac- 
chus less  regular,  penitent,  and  de- 
^ttt  He  made  a  decent  prepara- 
tion for  his  approaching  death. 
The  father  of  Bacchus  had  retired 


into  the  country,  whence  he  sent 
his  son  a  letter  after  condemnation, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

'  My  dear  child, — I  send  you 
these  few  lines  to  comfort  you :  I 
should  have  sent  you  some  money 
before,  but  I  hope,  my  dear  child, 
you  will  forgive  me,  as  you  hope  to 
be  forgiven  in  heaven*  There  you 
will  find  a  better  Father  than  yo« 
have  found  in  me.  Be  as  happy  as 
you  can  :  you  are  going  to  happi- 
ness, and  leave  me  behind  to  be 
miserable.  I  hope  you  will  die 
happy,  because  you  know  yon  are 
innocent.  Thou  art  now  going — I 
shall  soon  follow  thee.  I  hope  you 
will  meet  your  dear  mother  in  hea- 
ven. As  we  shall  soon  part  in  this 
world,  may  my  prayers  be^heard 
for  you  in  heaven !  From  your 
loving  father  till  death, 

<  William  Bacchus. 

^  P.  S.  My  dear  love  to  Roberts ; 
and  tell  him,  if  it  should  be  in  my 
power  to  serve  his  family,  I  will— • 
I  shall  think  it  a  pleasure.  May 
heaven  receive  you  both  V 

The  unhappy  convicts  received 
the  holy  sacrament  on  the  morning 
of  execution,  and  behaved  In  a 
manner  suitable  to  their  calamitous 
circumstances.  They  were  drawn 
to  the  gallows  on  a  sledge,  as  is 
.  usual  in  the  case  of  coiners.  They 
warned  (he  multitude  not  to  follow 
their  evil  example,  and  acknow- 
ledgcd  the  justice  of  that  sentence 
by  which  they  had  been  condemned 
to  an  ignominious  death* 

After  the  customary  exercises  of 
devotion  the  prisoners  underwent  the 
final  sentence  of  the  law ;  and,  when 
the  bodies  had  hung  the  time  pre- 
scribed, they  were  delivered  to  their 
relations^  in  order  that  they  might  be 
deposited  with  their  parent  earth. 

Samuel  Roberts  and  Thomas 
Bacchds  were  hanged  at  Tyburn, 
on  the  ftlst  of  May,  1772. 

In  the  course  of  these  Tolumes 
we  have  had  frequent  occasion  to 
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expatiate  on  the  cases  of  coiners ; 
but  there  is  something  singular  in 
the  affair  before  us.  We  see  that 
the  counterfeit  mouey  was  sold  by 
weight  to  people  in  the  country, 
who  could  be  mean  enough  to  make 
such  purchases,  from  araricious  mo. 
ti?es  ;  though  they  must  know  that 
their  neighbours  wuuld  be  ulti- 
mately defrauded. 

The  younger  Bacchus,  though  a 
professed  coiner,  appears  to  haTe 


be^  in  some  measure  an  object  of 
pity.  His  father  had  trained  him  to 
the  business  from  his  early  youth  ; 
but  surely  that  father  ought  to  be 
the  general  object  of  execration. 
It  is  difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
aggrafated  guilt  of  that  man  who 
can  wilfully  train  his  own  child  to 
destruction*  The  paternal  and  the 
filial  duty  ought  to  be  mutual :  a 
failure  on  either  side  is  usually  fatal 
to  the  happinessof  one  of  the  parties. 


JONATHAN  BRITAIN, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGERY. 


This  malefactor  was  first  an 
errand-boy,  next  an  attorney's 
writer,  then  usher  to  an  academy, 
nest  a  soldier,  and  at  length  (the 
end  of  all  such  restless  men)  a  cheat 
and  forger.  He  could  not  settle  to 
any  employ ;  and,  when  he  had  com- 
mitted crimes  which  he  well  knew 
affected  his  life,  he  tried  a  curious 
method  of  evading  justice,  which 
we  shall  fully  explain. 

Jonathan  Britain  was  born  near 
Thirsk,  in  the  county  of  York* 
His  parents  were  poor  people,  not 
able  to  giTe  him  a  liberal  education ; 
bnt  they  sent  him  to  school  for 
some  time,  till  he  had  learned  to 
read  and  write,  and  had  made  him- 
self master  of  the  common  rules  of 
arithmetic. 

His  parents  sent  him  to  York  to 
an  attorney,  whom  he  was  to  serTe 
as  an  errand-boy ;  but  he  had  not 
been  long  in  this  station  before  his 
master  discovered  such  uncommon 
marks  of  genius  and  ability  in  him, 
that  he  articled  him  as  a  clerk,  and 
took  him  into  hb  office. 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for 
Britain  if  he  could  have  been  con. 
tented  in  this  creditable  situation ; 
but  an  impatience  of  restraint  in- 
duced him  to  leave  a  master  who 
had  behaved  to  him  with  so  much 
civility. 

He  had  not^  however,  been  long 


out  of  place,  when  the  master  of  a 
public  school  employed  him  as  a 
teacher  of  the  mathematics,  for 
which  his  own  studies  had  qualified 
him ;  and  he  was  promoted  to  be 
principal  usher  in  the  school. 

In  this  situation  he  was  as  rest, 
less  as  in  the  former,  and  therefore 
quitted  it,  and  entered  as  a  soldier 
in  the  10th  regiment  of  dragoons. 

As  he  was  a  man  of  remarkably 
fine  appearance,  he  was  taken  great 
notice  of  by  his  officers,  who  paid 
such  attention  to  him  as  very  mnch 
flattered  his  vanity ;  and^  iadndo^ 
him  to  rival  his  superiors  in  point 
of  expense,  his  circumstances  were 
soon  greatly  reduced^  and  he  bad 
recourse  to  the  art  of  chicane  and 
knavery  to  support  his  extrava. 
gance. 

In  these  reduced  circumstances 
he  committed  a  variety  of  frauds^ 
most'  of  them  of  so  artful  a  con* 
trivance  as  to  elude  all  possibility 
of  detection. 

He  had  a  custom  of  introducing 
himself  into  the  company  of  persons 
who  had  no  suspicion  of  deceit,  and 
then  he  would  so  far  insinuate  him- 
self into  their  good  opinion  as  to 
take  undue  advantage  of  their  un- 
suspecting honesty. 

Reduced  to  circumstances  of  great 
distress,  he  was  tempted  to  the  com- 
mission of  forgery-^a  crime  thM 
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scarcclj  efer  leates  (be  perpetrator 
eVen  a  chance  of  escape. 
_  HafiDg  forged  several  drafts,  he 
passed  them  at  Bristol,  and  then 
repaired  to  F^ondon,  in  fear  of  dc. 
tection.  On  his  arriTal  in  (he  me- 
tropolis he  wrote  several  letters  to 
the  king,  intimating  that  he  had 
been  concerned  in  setting  6re  to  the 
dock-yard  at  Portsmouth. 

No  regard  being  paid  to  these 
letters  to  his  majesty,  he  wrote  to 
the  lord.mayor,  declaring  that  he 
was  ready  to  surrender  himself,  and 
make  a  discovery  of  his  accom* 
plices,  on  the  condition  that  hb 
pardon  should  be  promised  in  an 
advertisement  in  the  London  Ga. 
zetto. 

At  length  a  pardon  to  any  ac« 
complice  was  advertised  in  the  Ga- 
zette; on  which  Britain  wont  to 
Reading  to  meet  his  wife,  in  con* 
sequence  of  a  previous  agreement ; 
but  on  the  very  evening  of  his  ar- 
rival in  that  town  he  offered  some 
forged  drafts  in  payment ;  the  con- 
sequence of  which  was  that  he  was 
apprehended,  and  lodged  in  gaol. 

During  his  imprisonment  at  Read- 
ing he  wrote  a  number  of  letters, 
which  be  contrived  to  transmit  to 
distant  parts  of  the  kingdom  ;  Che 
contents  of  which  intimated  that  he 
should  be  rescued,  and  many  per- 
sons gave  credit  to  the  insip  nations 
contained  in  these  letters  ;  but  the 
whole  turned  out  io  be  only  a 
species  of  fraud  and  forgery. 

Disappointed  in  this  scheme, 
Britain  had  recourse  to  another,  if 
possible,  more  extraordinary.  He 
wrote  letters,  which  he  caused  to 
be  inserted  in  some  of  the  news- 
papers, in  which  be  charged  Lord 
Mansfield,  and  the  Earls  of  Halifax 
and  Faulconbridge,  together  with 
other  persons  of  rank,  with  having 
beea  bribed  by  the  court  of  France 
to  ^  encourage  the  setting  fire  to  the 
dock-yard  at  Portsmouth.' 

VOL.  JI. 


Improbable  as  this  story  was, 
many  people  gave  a  temporary  at« 
tention  to  it,  and  some  even  a£fected 
to  believe  it ;  but  it  was  too  absurd 
to  obtain  credit  for  any  consider, 
able  time.  It  was  a  little  unlueky 
for  Britain's  device  that  he  charged 
Lord  Faulconbridge  with  being  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  persuasion, 
though  the  contrary  was  known  to 
be  the  fact*  The  absurdity  of  this 
story  soon  caused  it  to  bo  treated 
with  the  contempt  that  H  deserved. 

At  the  next  assizes  for  the  county 
of  Berks  a  bill  of  indictmeot  for 
forgery  was  preferred  against  Bri* 
tain,  but  thrown  out  by  the  grand 
jury,  on  what  they  considered  as 
defective  evidence;  and  his  dis. 
charge  would  have  ensued  of  course, 
but  that  three  detainers  were  lodged 
against  him,  which  kept  him  In  pri« 
son  at  Reading  iill  he  was  removed 
to  BHstol  by  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus. 

Britain  was  now  visited  by  num* 
bcrs  of  people,  who  from  motives 
of  curiosity  wished  io  inquire  into 
the  validity  of  the  tale  he  had  in- 
vented respecting  the  fire;  but  they 
could  make  no  satisfactory  disco, 
vcries:  they  saw  that  the  whole 
tale  was  a  lie ;  yet  they  contributed 
to  his  immediate  support  in  a  man. 
ner  so  liberal  as  to  do  honour  to 
their  humanity. 

On  the  commencement  of  the 
sessions  he  was  arraigned  on  several 
indictments  for  forgery ;  but,  being 
put  to  the  bar,  he  refused  to  plead, 
and  held  in  his  hand  the  Gazette 
which  contained  the  offer  of  par. 
don,  insisting  that  he  had  <  given 
information  against  his  accomplices 
who  bad  set  fire  to  the  dock-yard 
at  Portsmouth.* 

On  this  he  was  informed  by  the 
recorder  that  he  oould  take  no 
notice  of  the  proclamation  inserted 
in  the  Gazette;  but  Britain, instead 
of  paying  attention  to  this  dealara- 
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tion,  threw  the  Gazette  upon  the 
table  where  the  derk  tat,  and  de. 
dared  that  a  sdicme  was  formed  to 
deprive  him  of  life,  contrary  to  the 
dae  coarse  of  law* 

The  recorder  then  mentioned  a 
late  act  of  parliament,  by  ^which  he 
would  be  deemed  guilty  if  he  re* 
fused  to  plead  to  tiie  indictment : 
but  the  magistrate  did  not  choose 
to  proceed  on  the  trial  without 
bdng  in  possession  of  the  act  in 
question ;  on  which  a  special  mes* 
aenger  was  sent  to  London,  to  pro- 
cure the  act  if  it  could  be  had  in 
print,  or  otherwise  to  bring  an  at- 
tested copy  of  it  from  the  Record, 
office. 

The  messenger  returning  with 
the  act  of  parliament  in  print  at 
the  end  of  two  days,  BriUin  was 
again  brought  to  hb  trial,  when  he 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  the  indict, 
ment.  The  recorder  would  have 
allowed  him  counsel,  but  he  refused 
all  such  kind  of  assistance,  and  de- 
termined to  plead  for  himself.  He 
cross-examined  the  witnesses  in  a 
manner  that  gafe  suffident  testi- 


mony of  his  abilities ;  but  the  e? U 
dence  ajgalnst  him  was  such  as  not 
to  admit  of  a  doubt  of  his  guilt;  In 
consequence  of  which  he  was  capi« 
tally  couTlcted,  and  sentenced  to 
die. 

Before  the  passing  of  the  dread, 
ful  sentence  of  the  law,  the  re- 
corder  addressed  him  in  the  most 
pathetic  terms,  informed  him  that 
ho  had  no  reason  to  expect  an  in- 
terposition of  the  royal  mercy,  and 
entreated  him  to  make  etery  pot- 
sible  preparation  for  the  ignomi- 
nious fate  that  awaited  him. 

After  this  unhappy  man  had  re. 
ceired  sentence  of  death  he  teemed 
to  abandon  himsdf  to  despair,  and 
was,  in  all  respects,  in  a  most  hor. 
rid  state  of  mind ;  yet  he  became  a 
penitent  before  the  day  of  his  exe- 
cution, which  took  place  at  Bristol. 
May  the  15th,  1773. 

'  The  we«nett  and  most  loathed  worldlj 

life 
That  age,  ache,  penury,  impriaonineiit. 
Can  laj  on  nature,  is  a  paradise 
To  what  we  fear  of  death.' 

SNAEtPtamE. 


PETER  M<CLOUD, 

EXECUTED  FOR  UOU|BBttEAKING. 


This  ill-fated  youth  was  the  son 
of  a  poor  man  at  Shields,  near 
Newcastie,  who  brought  him  to 
London  whOe  he  was  quite  a  child ; 
and  the  father  dying  in  a  short 
time  left  the  boy  to  the  care,  or, 
perhaps,  more  properly  speaking, 
to  the  neglect  of  his  mother,  who 
was  a  woman  of  Tcry  doubtful  cha- 
racter, and  said  to  encourage  young 
lads  in  the  practice  of  theft 

M^CIoud  had  been  connected 
with  a  lad  named  Younger,  who 
had  been  concerned  with  him  in  a 
▼ariety  of  irregular  practices.  At 
length  M^Cloud  engaged  himself  on 
bojud  one  of  the  colliers  trading  to 
Neweaatle;  and,  while  ht  was  ab. 


sent.  Younger  accused  his  mother 
of  haying  been  the  reoeif er  of  sto. 
len  goods,  the  consequence  d  which 
was  that  she  was  apprehended,  and 
brought  to  trial,  but  was  difcbaiged 
in  defect  of  eridence. 

M^CIood  returning  from  his 
f oyage,  and  learning  In  what  man- 
ner  his  mother  had  been  treated  by 
Younger,  he  made  the  most  solemB 
TOW  of  taking  Tengeanee  on  Ids, 
whateter  might  be  &e  consequence 
of  such  a  proceeding. 

That  he  might  effect  tiie  min  of 
his  old  companion  in  iniquity,  be 
surrendered  himself  to  a  magbtrate, 
and  gafe  information  that  Umself 
and  Younger  had  been  concerned 
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in  a  robbery ;  on  which  the  latter 
was  soon  taken  into  custody,  and 
committed  to  Newgate,  M'Gload 
being  admitted  an  evidence  for  the 
crown  against  his  presumed  accom- 
plices :  but  at  the  ensuing  sessions 
M'Cloud  was  incapable  of  giving 
any  thing  like  evidence  against  his 
companion,  who  was  of  course  ac- 
quitted, and  the  scheme  of  revenge 
was  consequently  frustrated. 

It  is  no  less  astonishing  than 
true,  that,  notwithstanding  what 
had  passed,  these  young  fellows 
soon  renewed  their  former  con- 
nexion ;  so  that  whatever  degree  of 
malice  might  have  harbored  in  the 
breast  of  M^Cloud,  he  seemed  to 
have  forgotten  It  in  the  wish  to  re- 
commence his  depredations  on  the 
public  with  his  former  accomplice 
ki  iniqnify. 

They  now  joined,  with  five  or 
six  other  boys,  in  the  practice  of 
picking  pockets,  in  which,  for  some 
timO)  they  met  with  too  much  suc- 
cess ;  but  their  thefts  were  of  the 
lowest  kind,  being  principally  con- 
fined to  the  stealing  of  handker- 
chiefs, in  the  practice  of  which 
they  were  frequently  detected,  but 
dismissed  after  receiving  the  disci, 
pline  of  the  horse- pond*  These 
young  thieves  were  harbored  at 
houses  of  ill  fame  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  Saltpetre  Bank. 

One  would  have  Imagined  that 
Buch  repeated  punishments  as  were  ^ 
inflicted  on  these  boys  might  have 
deterred  them  from  continuing  their 
Iniquitous  practices:  M^Cloud  in 
particular  had  been  so  often  dragged 
throQgh  horse-ponds,  and  exposed 
to  the  derision  of  the  public,  that 
he  seemed  to  have  lost  all  sense  of 
shame,  and  his  paltry  gains  by  theft 
consoled  him  for  the  ignominy  that 
attended  it*  He  was  three  times 
tried  at  thq  Old  Bailey  for  difierent 
offences,  and  had  repeatedly  the 
good  fortune  to  escape^  which  oaght 


to  have  warned  him  to  discontinue 
his  depredations  on  the  public. 

At  length,  after  a  series  of  prac- 
tice in  the  picking  of  pockets,  the 
gang  of  young  villains  determined 
to  commence  housebreakers,  for 
which  they  were  qualified,  not  so 
much  by  their  strength  as  by  their 
artifice.  They  furnished  themselves 
with  a  variety  of  tools  proper  for 
the  wrenching  doors  and  window- 
shutters.  Occasionally  they  used 
to  climb  over  roofs,  enter  at  the 
garret  windows  of  houses,  and  de- 
scend to  the  lower  rooms  to  commit 
their  robberies;  and  at  other  times 
they  would  enter  through  any  small 
opening  that  had  been  casually  left 
unguarded.  When  one  or  two  of 
the  smallest  of  thera  had  got  into  a 
house,  they  used  to  go  down  stairs, 
and  open  the  door  for  their  asso- 
ciates. Sometimeis  only  a  part  of 
the  gang  went  In,  and  the  rest 
waited  to  prevent  detection  from 
the  arrival  of  any  casual  pas- 
senger. 

It  is  almost  incredible  to  think 
how  many  houses  were  robbed  of 
very  valuable  effects  ^.by  this  little 
confederacy  of  villains;  but  their 
depredations  were  chiefly  confined 
to  Ratclitfe  Highway  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, where  a  great  number  of 
persons  were  sufferers  by  their  vil- 
lainies. 

At  length  three  of  the  gang,  of 
whom  M'Cloud  was  one,  repaired 
to  Poplar,  where  they  broke  open 
the  house  of  Joseph  Hankey,  Esq* 
in  the  dead  of  the  night.  The  fa- 
mily were  all  asleep  ;  but  the  bark- 
ing of  a  dog  awaking  one  of  the 
servants,  he  alarmed  the  rest,  and 
begged  them  to  oppose  the  intrtu 
ders*  Two  of  the  thieves  made  an 
immediate  escape;  but  M^CIond 
was  apprehended,  and  lodged  in  the 
watch-house. 

On  the  following  day  he  was 
carried  before  a  magistrate,  who 
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committed  him  to  Newgate ;  and  at 
the  next  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey  he  was  brought  to  trial,  ca- 
pitally convicted,  and  sentenced  to 
die-* 

For  some  time  after  con?lction 
M^CIoud  appeared  hardened  in  a 
▼ery  high  degree,  nor  paid  any  at- 
t^tion  to  the  exhortations  of  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate;  bat,  when 
he  learnt  that  he  was  one  of  the 
conficts  ordered  for  execution,  a 
total  alteration  was  visible  In  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  and  behaTlour. 
He  apologized  to  the  Ordinary  for 
the  indiflerenoe  with  which  he  had 
heretofore  treated  him.  It  hap- 
pened at  this  time  that  Younger 
was  in  Newgate  under  sentence  of 
transportation!;  and  M'Cloud^  send- 
log  for  him,  begged  his  pardon  for 
the  injury  that  he  had  formerly  at- 
tempted. 

The  unhappy  conrict  continued 
in  a  serious  disposition  for  the  re* 
mainder  of  his  life;  and  on  the 
morning  of  his  death  he  received 
the  sacrament,  in  company  with 
the  other  malefactors  who  were  to 
die  with  him. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  fatal 
tree,  he  requested  a  person  to  beg 
that  his  mother  would  not  uniea* 


sonably  grlcTC  at  his  death,  as  he 
had  hopes  that  he  was  departing  to 
the  regions  of  eternal  glory. 

Peter  M^Cloud  suffered  at  Ty- 
burn  on  the  27th  of  May»  1772. 

There  is  something  very  shocking 
In  the  revenge  of  M^CIoud,  which 
could  Instigate  him  to  swear  against 
Younger  a  fact  that  was  never  com- 
mitted ;  but  there  is,  if  possible,  a 
still  greater  depravity  of  heart  evi- 
denced in  his  joining  his  former  ac- 
complice, the  very  one  whose  life  bo 
had  so  lately  attempted  to  take  away , 
Let  us  hope  that  this  malefactor 
old  as  he  was  in  sin,  yet  young 
In  years,  may  have  met  with  that 
mercy,  the  hope  of  which  seemed  to 
•inspire  his  departing  moments :  but 
let  no  one  be  tempted  to  follow  his 
example ;  let  young  people,  in  par- 
ticular, learn  that  the  slightest  de- 
viation from  the  path  of  duty  may 
lead  to  the  most  ignominious  fate: 
but  let  not  this  be  the  onl^  consi- 
deration; let  them  consider  that 
there  is  more  of  criminality  ia 
breaking  the  laws  of  God  than  in 
infringing  those  that  are  merely  of 
human  institution ;  and  may  they 
regulate  thrlr  conduct  by  the  in- 
ferences they  will  draw  from  these 
considerations ! 


JOSEPH  GUYANT  AND  JOSEPH  ALLPRESS, 

EX£CUTBD  FOR  ROBBIMO  THE  MAIL. 


TuE  first-mentioned  of  these  of- 
fenders was  a  native  of  Essex,  de- 
scended from  honest  but  poor  pa- 
rents, who 'gave  him  as  good  an 
education  as  consisted  with  their 
circumstances,  and  then  bound  him 
apprentice  to  a  smith,  with  whom 
he  served  his  time  with  fidelity, 
after  which  he  labored  as  a  jour- 
neyman in  his  own  profession. 


Quitting  the  county  of  Essex,  he 
repaired  to  Edmonton,  near  Lon- 
don, where  he  married,  and  com- 
menced business  on  his  own  ac- 
count. For  a  considerable  time  he 
wds  as  successful  in  trade  as  could 
be  reasonably  expected,  but  at 
length  sustained  a  loss  to  which  he 
attributed  all  his  future  misfortunes. 

Guyant,  having  been  oat  recei?- 

*  It  has  been  thought  hard,  by  some  perrans^  that  the  mere  breaking  into  a  house 
whence  nothing  ia  stolen  should  cost  a  man  his  life ;  but  it  ought  to  be  considered  ibat 
the  intent,  in  the  eye  of  reason,  constitutes  the  crime ;  that  the  man  who  breaks  a  hooae 
means  to  rub  it ;  and  that  the  punishment  shbuld  follow  of  course. 
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ing  money  from  fereral  people  who 
employed  him,  was  stopped  on  his 
return  to  his  own  house  by  two 
footpads,  who  robbed  him  of  above 
eixty  pounds,  and  then  bound  him 
to  a  tree.  This  loss  was  a  matter 
of  great  importance  to  him ;  but  H 
iras  muchaggrafated  by  the  come, 
quences  that  followed  it:  for,  as 
the  robbery  happened  in  the  day 
time,  he  was  adfiDed  to  sue  the 
county,  to  indemnify  htm  for  the 
loss ;  but,  failing  to  adduce  the  ne» 
cessary  proofs,  he  lost  his  suit^  and 
was  involved  in  still  farther  diffi. 
culties  by  the  consequence. 

The  expense  of  the  suit  being 
considerable,  Gnyant  was  arrested, 
and  sought  refuge  in  a  prison. 
In  consequence  of  a  subscription 
among  his  friends,  he  removed  him* 
self  to  the  Fleet,  where  he  con* 
tinned  till  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
insolvent  debtors  enabled  him  to 
obtain  his  liberty. 

He  had  at  this  time  a  family 
which  was  in  want  of  the  neces. 
taries  of  life ;  but,  during  his  ira- 
prisoiiment,  he  had  acquired  such  a 
habit  of  idleness  that  he  was  still 
lest  disposed  to  provide  for  them 
than  before.  It  will  be  now  pro. 
per  that  we  say  somethmg  of  Joseph 
All  press,  the  person  concerned  with 
Guyant  in  robbing  the  mail. 

Allpress  was  a  native  of  St.  Ires, 
in  Huntingdonshire,  and,  like  his 
accomplice,  had  served  his  appren. 
ticeship  to  a  smith.  After  his  time 
was  expired  be  labored  a  consi- 
derable  time  in  draining  the  fens  in 
the  Isle  of  Ely ;  and  then  his  ill  for- 
tune  led  him  to  Edmontoui  where 
he  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
Guyant,  which  ended  in  the  most 
fatal  consequences ;  for  Guyant, 
haring  now  lost  all  relish  for  a  life 
of  industry,  persuaded  the  other  to 
be  concerned  with  him  in  deer- 
stealing. 

This  proposal  was  but  too  well 
relished  by  Allpress,  who,  without 


reflecting  on  the  dangerous  tend- 
ency of  such  a  practice,  embarked 
In  the  scheme  with  Guyant,  and 
they  robbed  the  parks  of  several 
gentlemen  m  the  neighbourhood. 

Encouraged  by  what  they  deemed 
success,  because  they  remained  un« 
detected,  they  broke  into  the  church 
at  Edmonton,  and  carried  off  some 
of  the  communion  plate ;  but  it  was 
not  known  who  were  the  offenders 
till  after  they  were  convicted  of 
robbing  the  mail. 

A  Yery  little  time  had  passed 
after  the  sacrilege,  when  Guyant 
proposed  to  Allpress  the  fatal 
scheme  which  ended  In  the  de- 
struction of  them  both ;  intimating, 
at  the  same  time,  that  their  fortunes 
might  be  made  by  the  putting  off 
the  iMnk-notes.  Allpress  declared 
that  he  had  never  seen  a  bank-note 
in  hb  life,  and  confessed  that  he  was 
very  Illiterate ;  but,  overborne  by 
the  persuasions  of  the  other,  he  at 
length  agreed  to  be  concerned  in 
robbing  the  mail. 

This  shocking  resolution  being 
made,  they  lost  no  time  in  the  at* 
tempt  to  carry  it  into  execution, 
the  first  step  to  which  was  the  pre. 
paring  an  axe,  hardened  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  cut  ir6n. 

Having  thus  resolved  on  their 
plan,  they  waited  in  the  road,  at  a 
place  called  Houndsfield,  for  the 
arrival  of  the  northern  mail.  At 
length  the  post-boy  arrived,  and 
had  with  him  a  person  named  John 
Thomas,  to  whom  he  had  given  a 
lift  on  the  road.  Guyant  stopped 
the  horses  of  the  mail-cart,  and 
threatened  instant  destruction  to 
Thomas  and  the  driver,  unless  they 
immediately  got  down« 

This  threat  was  too  terrible  not 
to  be  complied  with;  on  which  the 
post-boy  was  ordered  to  drive  his 
carriage  into  an  adjacent  (icid,  and 
Thomas  was  compelled  ro  attend 
him.  The  robbers  now  bound  the 
other  parties  to  a  tree,  and  then 
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demimded  the  key  of  the  mail-cart ; 
but,  finding  that  it  was  not  in  pos- 
session  of  the  driver,  they  took  the 
cart  across  the  field,  broke  it  open 
with  their  axe,  and  then  toolc  out 
some  of  the  bags,  and  buried  a 
number  of  the  notes  in  the  earth.* 

The  driver  of  the  maiUcart,  and 
his  companion,  remained  bound  to 
the  tree  till  morning,  when  the  laU 
ter  happily  freed  himself,  and  then 
gave  liberty  to  the  other. 

On  searching  for  the  horses,  they 
found  them  grazing  in  the  field,  and 
discovered  that  the  cart  had  been 
broken  as  above  mentioned*  The 
post-boy  instantly  drove  to  London, 
and  gave  proper  notice  of  the  injury 
that  had  been  done* 

The  secretary  of  the  General 
Post-office  immediately  advertised  a 
reward  of  two  hundred  pounds  for 
the  discovery  of  the  offenders ;  but 
nothing  transpired  for  some  months, 
till  at  length  Allpress  ventured  to 
London,  to  procure  the  acceptance 
of  some  of  the  stolen  drafts ;  the 
worst  scheme  that  cduld  possibly 
have  been  devised :  for,  4he  pay. 
ment  of  these  drafts  being  previ- 
ously  stopped,  AUpress  was  taken 
into  custody;  and,  being  carried 
before  Sir  John  Fielding,  he  imme- 
diately  confessed  the  fact,  on  which 
he  was  committed  to  prison,  and 
some  officers  of  justice  sent  in  search 
of  Gnyant,  who  soon  found  him, 
and  discovered  several  b^s  in  a 
yard  behind  his  house,  in  which 
were  aliumber  of  letters  which  had 
been  stolen  from  the  mail. 

Both  offenders  were  lodged  in 
TothUl  Fields'  BrideweU,  and  at 
the  proper  time  removed  to  New. 
gate,  in  preparation  for  their  trials 
at  the  lOld  Bailey ;  where  they 
were  convicted  on  the  fullest  evi- 
dence,  and  received  sentence  of 
death. 


After  conviction,  and  indeed 
long  before  it,  they  exhibited  the 
truest  penitence  that  perhaps  was 
ever  observed  by  illiterate  men  In 
their  unhappy  situation.  They 
were  exceedingly  attentive  to  the 
instructions  of  the  Ordinary  of 
Newgate,  and  made  the  devoutest 
preparations  for  their  fatal  exit. 

On  the  rooming  of  execution 
they  received  the  sacrament  with 
every  mark  of  the  sincerest  contri- 
tion, and  made  a  solemn  declara- 
tion of  their  hope  of  eternal  bliss 
through  the  merits  of  the  Redeemer 
of  mankind. 

On  their  way  to  the  place  of 
execution  they  behaved  with  the 
utmost  decency,  and,  when  arrived 
at  the  fatal  spot,  (ruyant  was  so 
weak  that  it  was  necessary  for  two 
men  to  support  him  while  the  exe. 
cutioner  fixed  the  halter  round  hu 
neck ;  yet  he  was  fervent  in  his  de. 
Totions,  notwithstanding  his  weak, 
ness* 

Both  the  malefactors  begged  the 
spectators  to  take  warning  by  their 
fatal  exit,  and,  having  finuhcd  their 
devotions,  suffered  the  sentence  of 
the  law ;  after  which  their  bodies 
were  cnt  down,  and  carried  to 
Finchley  Common,  where  they 
were  hung  in  chains* 

Joseph  Guyant  and  Joseph  All* 
press  were  hanged  at  Tybam  on 
the  8th  of  July,  1772* 

In  the  case  of  the  malefactors 
before  us  we  see  a  remarkable  in- 
stance  of  the  progressive  nature  of 
vice.  Guyant  and  Allpress  were 
first  dcer.stealers,  then  guilty  of 
sacrilege,  and  at  length  voitured 
on  the  horrid  plan  of  robbing  the 
mail*  Those  who  do  not  see,  in 
this  instance,  the  absurdity  pf  en- 
couraging the  first  emotions  to  rice, 
will  not  be  convinced  by  any  argu. 
ments  that  we  can  offer.    We  shall. 


*  This  circiHDstance  first  appeared  ou  the  examination  o(  the  prisoners  ac  Sir  John 
Fielding^,  wheu  the  writer  of  this  account  was  present,  and  saw  the  notes,  discolored 
hj  lying  in  the  ground. 
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tlierefora^  drop  the  i ubjeol*  to  make 
a  remark  which  it  new  In  a  work 
of  this  kind. 

When  these  unhappy  men  were 
examined  at  the  public  office  in 
Bow  Street,  there  appeared  a  de* 
gree  of  contrition  In  their  coun. 
tenancee  and  behaTlour,  that  no 
language  can  describe.  They  so- 
lidted  It  as  a  farour  of  Sir  John 
Fielding  that  they  might  be  re-com- 
mitted to  TothlU  Fields'  Bridewell  Y 
alleging  as  a  reason,  that  the  deyo- 
tions  at  that  place  were  more  re- 
gularly performed  than  at  other 
prisons;  and  this  we  haye  good 
reason  to  belioTe  to  be  the  fact« 
The  goremor  ^  that  prison  is  a 
religious  man,  and  laudably  exerts 
lumself  in  the  instruction  and  edifi. 


cation  of  the  unhappy  people  wto 
fall  under  his  care.  This  Is  a  rare 
Instance,  which  cannot  be  suffi- 
ciently applauded;  and  we  trust 
that  Mr.  Smith  (the  gofemor)  will 
pardon  the  liberty  we  hafe  now 
taken*  in  mentioning  his  name  on 
an  occasion  which  b  intended,  and 
ought,  to  do  him  honour. 

Happy  would  it  be  if  erery 
keeper  of  a  prison  was  equally 
sealons  to  promote  the  eternal  wel- 
fare of  the  unhappy  persons  com- 
mitted to  his  care.  But,  wMle  we 
say  this,  we  must  In  common  justice 
remark,  that  the  prisons  through- 
out England  were  ne? er  managed 
with  a  stricter  regard  to  the  laws 
of  decency  and  regularity  than  at 
present. 


Adth^ud  and  Almorth  teorcUd  in  St.  GUet'i  Watek-houae. 

JOHN  ADSHEAD  AND  BENJAMIN  ALSWORTH, 

EXECUTED  von  HOUSEBRXAKING. 

Tns  former  of  these  malefactors    and  trained  up  to  (he  business  of 
WM  a  natWe  of  Northamptonshire,    husbandry,  which  he  followed  till 

•  In  Febraarj.  1779. 
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ha  approftched  nearly  to  maobood, 
when  he  repaired  to  London,  and 
lifed  in  the  serf  ice  of  difereot  per« 
SODS  in  quality  of  a  footman. 

By  an  attentfon  to  the  rules  of 
frugality  ho  hecaiue  possessed  of  a 
sam  of  money)  ten  guineas  of  which 
he  ga? e  to  a  person  to  instruct  him 
in  the  art  of  a  gunsmith;  and, 
ha? ing  acquired  the  linowledge  of 
the  art,  he  for  some  time  labored 
industriously  to  support  himself; 
but,  getting  into  bad  copapany,  he 
was  pre? ailed  bn  to  commence  tha 
dangerous  practice  of  housebrealc* 
ing*  Becoming,  at  length,  too  well 
known  in  London,  he  was  afraid 
of  being  discofored,  and  therefore 
repaired  to  Bristol,  to  commit  his 
depredations  in  that  city. 

Soon  after  he  arrived  at  Bristol 
he  broke  into  the  house  of  a  watch- 
maker, and  carried  off  effects  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds*  These  he  convey  ed  to 
London,  where  he  disposed  of 
them,  and  with  the  produce  took 
a  public  house  in  Princes  Street, 
Srury  Lane;  but,  no  success  at» 
tendinff  him  in  this  situation,  he 
quitted  business,  and  recommenced 
the  practice  of  housebreaking, 
which  ended  in  his  destruction,  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  course  of  this 
narratifo^ 

Alsworth  (the  other  crimioalV 
was  a  natire  of  Birmingham,  and 
followed  the  profession  of  gun- 
making*  ,  After  practising  his  trade 
some  time,  he  repaired  to  London, 
and,  enlisting  in  the  army,  became 
ft  drummer  in  the  Sdth  regiment 
of  loota'  He  seired  in  Portugal 
during  the  last  war,  in  the  reign  of 
King  George  II.  and  was  likewise 
present  at  the  siege  of  Belleisle; 
but  when  the  peace  game  on  he  re- 
turned  to  his  original  profession. 

During  hitf  military  life  his  be. 
haTiour  was  consistent  with  his 
duty.  On  his  return  to  England 
he  married  a  young  woman,  who 


bore  him  two  children ;  but,  hap« 
(iening  to  become  acquunted  witk 
Adshead,  his  ruin  soon  followed. 
These  men  were  frequently  in  com- 
pany; and  Alsworth,  observing 
that  Adshead  dressed  in  a  style  of 
gentility  which  he  presumed  to  be 
above  his  circumstances,  asked  how 
he  afforded  to  make  such  an  ap^ 
pearance ;  to  which  the  other  re- 
plied, that  an  uncle,  who  waslatdj 
dead,  had  left  him  seTeral  articles 
of  considerable  value* 

Their  intimacy  now  daily  in* 
creased;  and  Aisworth's  children 
being  Indisposed,  and  himself  defi- 
cient of  employment,  he  4»ked  the 
other  to  lend  him  three  or  four 
guineas,  which  he  wonid  not  fail 
to  return. on  a  happier  change ia 
his  circumstances. 

Adshead  said  that  he  was  not 
then  in  possession  of  so  much  mo- 
ney ;  but,  if  the  other  would  take 
his  adtice,  he  would  Instruct  him 
how-to  ^  obtain  a  hundred  pounds 
in  an  hour.' 

Alsworth  thought  he  spoke  jest- 
ingly,  but  begged  to  know  his  real 
meaning;  on  which  tho other  con- 
fessed  that  he  subsisted  by  hontse- 
breaking,  and  invited  his  aoqnamth 
ance  to  come  to  his  lodgings  du^ 
evening.  This  invitation  was  con^ 
plied  with,  a  copartnership  in  ini- 
quity was  agreed  on^  and  they  ooai- 
mitted  several  burglaries ;  but  that, 
of  which  we  are  now  abont  to  re- 
late the  particulars,  brought  ( 
to  their  fatal  end. 

About  one  o'clock  in  the  i 


ing  of  the  18th  of  May,  Ij^ 
they  broke  into  the  house  of  WBf* 
Bellamy,  a  widow  lady.  In  Hit- 
man Street,.  Oxford  Road,  whwice 
they  carried  off  silk,  weaHng  ap- 
parel, and  other  effects,  to  a  con- 
siderable amount. 

They  packed  the  'goods  in  two 
parcels,  and  proceeded  towards 
Tottenham  Court  Roa^,  where  tbey 
were  obsenred  by  two  watchmen, 
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who  followed  them  towards  Ruisell 
Street,  Bloomsbury,  where  they 
were  noticed  by  another  watchman, 
belonging  to  the  parish  of  St  Giles, 
who  seized  on  Als worth;  on  which 
I3ke  other  threw  down  his  parcel 
and  ran  off,  bnt  was  soon  taken 
into  custody* 

Being  conveyed  to  the  watch- 
honse,  they  were  searched  by  the 
constable  of  the  night,  who  like- 
wise  examined  the  parcels  of  stolen 
goods.  On  the  following  morning 
they  were  carried  before  Justice 
Cox,  to  whom  they  asserted  that 
the  things  were  their  own  pro^ 
perty,  and  that  they  were  remoT. 
ing  them  from  their  lodgings,  to 
prevent  their  landlord  seizing  on 
them  for  rent* 

This  story  did  not  seem  to  be  at 
all  plausible ;  and,  as  they  refused 
to  give  an  account  of  their  place  of 
residence,  a  well-grounded  suspi- 
cion  arose  that  they  were  thicTCs ; 
on  which  they  were  tommitted  for 
re-examination,  when  the  persons 
who  had  been  robbed  could  be 
found.  > 

When  Mrs.  Bellamy's  family 
arose  in  the  morning,  the  servants 
discovered  that  the  house  had  been 
robbed,  as  above  mentioned.  Hereu 
upon  hand-bills  were  instantly  print- 
ed,* and  circulated  through  Lon. 
don  ;  the  consequence  of  which  was 
that  Justice  Cox  sent  for  Mrs.  Bel- 
lamy  and  her  servants,  and,  the  pri. 
toners  being  brought  to  a  re-exa. 
mination,  the  stolen  effects  were 
identified,  and  the  two  men  were 
committed  to  Newgate  for  trial. 

At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey  in  the  month  of  June«  1773, 


the  prboners  were  indicted  for 
breaking  and  entering  the  dwelling, 
house  of  Mary  ^  Bellamy,  widow, 
and  stealing  a  gauze  sack  and  petti, 
coat,  with  silk  and  gold  flowers, 
three  silk  sacks  and  petticoats,  a 
brocaded  silk  night-gown,  a  chased 
gold  outtide  watch-case,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  valuable  articles,  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Bellamy  and  her 
daughter. 

Adshead  pleaded  guilty  to  the 
Indictment,  begging  for  mercy  on 
account  of  hb  youth ;  and  the  e?l- 
dence  against  his  accomplice  was 
so  conclusive,  that  the  jury  could 
not  hesitate  to  convict  him|;  in  coo- 
sequence  of  which  they  both  re- 
ceived sentence  of  death. 

After  conviction  their  behaviour 
was  very  various.  On  some  occa- 
sions they  appeared  hardened  in  a 
very  high  degree,  and  at  others 
were  free  to  confess  the  crime  of 
which  they  had  been  guilty ;  but, 
when  they  found  that  their  names 
were  included  in  the  warrant  for 
execution,  their  l>ehaviour  was  more 
regular,  consistent,  and  penitent; 
and  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate, 
forming  a  favorable  opinion  of  their 
sincerity,  administered  the  sacra- 
ment  to  them,  and  gave  them  such 
advice  as  he  deemed  proper  in  their 
unhappy  situation:  he  cautioned 
them  not  to  tru84  to  their  own  pe- 
nitence, but  to  rely  on  the  merits 
of  Christ  for  eternid  salvation* 

On  the  day  appointed  for  their 
execution  the  Ordinary  attended 
them  early  in  the  rooming,  renewed 
his  good  advice,  and  besought  them 
to  fix  their  minds  on  a  better  world 
than  that  to  which  they  were  to 


*  The  ininiediate  circulttion  of  hand-bills  is  the  readiest  method  of  detecting  thieves. 
This  has  been  proved  in  a  thousand  instances  that  have  occurred  at  the  public  office  in 
Bow  Street.  Thieves  generally  carry  stolen  goods  immediately  to  the  pawnbrokers; 
bat,  when  they  do  not,  the  bills  frequently  fall  into  the  hands  of  peace-officers,  and  a 
discovery  follows  of  course. 
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loon  to  bid  a  final  adieu.  Oa  being 
put  into  the  cart  thej  slied  many 
tears,  and  lifted  up  their  eyet  to 
heaTen  in  the  hope  of  that  mercy 
whence  alone,  in  their  situation,  it 
could  be  expected. 

At  the  fatal  tree  they  confessed 
that  they  were  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  which  they  had  been  convicted, 
and  cautioned  their  auditors  ne?er  to 
be  guilty  of  a  similar  Tiolation  of  the 
laws  of  justice.  An  immense  con. 
course  of  people  attended  this  exe- 
cution ;  and,  when  the  bodies  had 
hung  the  usual  time,  they  were  de- 
livered to  the  friends  of  the  de- 
ceased, in  order  for  interment* 

John  Adshead  and  Benjamin 
Alsworth  suffered  at  Tyburn  on  the 
8th  of  July,  177«. 


The  reflections  arising  from  tlie 
case  of  these  men  can  but  little  de- 
viate from  those  we  have  made  on 
that  of  former  housebreakers ;  bat 
we  see  that  a  copartnership  in  ini- 
quity is  no  bar  to  the  inevitable 
consequences  of  guilt.  Adshead'i 
confession  of  hb  crime  amounted  to 
little  less  than  an  accusation  of  his 
accomplice,  since  they  were  both 
taken  into  custody  almost  immedi- 
ately after  the  commission  of  the 
fact. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  whole 
matter,  it  will  appear  evident  that 
nothing  can  so  dBectnally  seoire 
our  peace  of  nund  as  a  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  laws  of  honesty,  and 
a  regular  and  constant  attendance 
on  the  duties  of  religion* 


WILLIAM  GRIFFITHS, 

XXBCUTBD  FOU  HIGHWAY  ROBBXRT. 


The  person  robbed  in  this  case 
the  celebrated  and  unfortunate 
Dr.  Dodd,  whon\,  a  few  years  af- 
terwards. Fate  decreed  to  be  hanged 
at  the  very  spot  where  Gri£Bths 
suffered. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  divine, 
on  the  trial  of  this  malefactor,  as, 
indeed,  in  many  other  instances, 
evinced  a  mind  that,  it  would  have 
been  conceived,  could  never  prompt 
him  to  the  copipbsion  of  a  crime 
which  he  well  knew  was  punished 
with  death. 

His  fate,  indeed,  gives  an  addi- 
tional proof  that  perfection  cannot 
be  found  in  man* 

William  Griffiths  was  a,  native  of 
Shropshire,  and  followed  the  busi- 
ness of  husbandry  till  he  had  at- 
tained his  eighteenth  year,  when  he 
engaged  in  a  naval  life,  and  re- 
mained  near  three  years  in  the  East 
Indies.  The  ship  was  paid  off  on 
his  return  to  England ;  and  Grif- 
fiths,  receiving  a  considerable  sum 


for  wages,  spent  his  mpney,  as 
sailors  too  generally  do,  in  no  Tory 
reputable  company,  at  public  houses 
in  Wapping,  and  adjacent  parts. 

By  his  connexions  with  men  and 
women  of  abandoned  character  his 
money  was  soon  spent,  and  he  be- 
gan to  think  of  going  to  sea  for  a 
supply ;  and  happy  might  it  hare 
been  for  him  if  he  had  done  so :  bat 
David  Evans  and  Timothy  John, 
son,  two  of  nis  newly  acquired 
associates,  and  men  of  very  aban* 
doned  character,  advised  him  to  5ie 
concerned  with  them  in  committing 
robberies  on  the  highway ;  and  this 
triple  assodation  of  thieves  did  ac- 
tually commit  a  variety  of  depreda- 
tions on  the  public,  treating  those 
they  attacked  with  great  inhuma- 
nity, but  never  obtaining  any  thing 
considerable  by  their  lawless  pur* 
suits. 

One  of  their  robberies  was  the 
following:  —  Having  strolled  into 
the  fields  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
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London,  they  wander^  about  till 
near  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
when  they  stopped  a  single-horse 
chaise,  in  which  were  a  Mrs.  Con. 
stable,  the  wife  of  a  siirgeon  of 
Highgate,  and  her  servant-maid. 
Mrs.  Constable  was  driving  the 
chaise;  and  the  robbers  had  no 
sooner  ordered  them  to  stop  than 
one  of  them  fired  a  pistol,  the  ball 
from  which  toached  the  clothes  of 
the  parties,  but  did  not  do  any  far- 
ther mischief.  Mrs.  Constable  was 
greatly  terrified,  and  gave  them 
what  money  she  had  in  her  purse ; 
yet,  not  content  with  this«  they 
searched  her  pockets,  and  took  out ' 
some  other  articles ;  but,  a  carriage 
coming  up  at  the  time,  they  ran  off 
with  the  utmost  precipitation. 

They  were  taken  into  custody 
for  this  offence  within  a  Tery  few 
days,  andf  conducted  to  Sir  John 
Fielding's  office  in  3ow  Street, 
where  Evans  was  admitted  an  evi. 
dence  against  his  accomplices.  He 
deposed  positively  to  the  fact,  and 
signed  the  information  which  he 
bad  given  against  them ;  yety  when 
they  were  brought  to  trial  at  the 
ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
be  absolutely  denied  all  that  he  had 
previously  asserted,  declaring  that 
neither  Johnson  nor  Griffiths  were 
io  his  company  at  the  time  of  the 
commission  of  the  robbery. 

On  this  testimony  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  jury  to  ac- 
quit the  prisoners ;  but  Evans  was 
told  from  the  Bench  that  he  had 
behaved  in  a  most  scandalous -man. 
ner,  and  was  ordered  back  to  New- 
gate, to  take  his  trial  for  perjury. 

Griffiths  had  no  sooner  experi. 
enced  this  narrow  escape  from  the 
most  ignominious  death  than  he  re- 
turned to  the  company  of  several 
of  his  old  acquaintance,  who  used 
to  assemble  at  a  house  of  ill  fame  in 
TotHill  Street,   Westminster,  and 


soon  had  again  recourse  to  the  high- 
way for  a  supply  of  money  to  sup- 
port his  extravagances. 

His  reign,  however,  was  now 
very  short,  for  ho  soon  committed 
the  fact  which  terminated  in  an  ig- 
nominious death,  of  which  we  shall 
proceed  to  relate  the  particulars. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Dodd  and  his  lady 
were  returning  from  a  visit  they  had 
been  making  to  a  gentleman  at  St. 
Albans,  but  were  detained  on  the 
way  at  Barnet,  because  a  postchaise 
could  not  be  immediately  pro- 
cured. 

Night  was  hastily  approaching 
when  they  left  Barnet;  but  they 
proceeded  unmolested  until  they 
came  near  the  turnpike  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
when  three  men  called  to  the  driver 
of  the  carriage,  and  threatened  his 
instant  destruction  if  he  did  not 
stop.  The  post-boy  did  not  hesi- 
tate to. obey  such  summons;  but 
no  sooner  was  the  carriage  stopped 
than  a  pbtol  was  fired,  the  ball 
from  which  went  through  the  front 
glass  of  the  chaise,  but  did  not  take 
any  effect  to  the  injury  of  the  par- 
ties in  it,  though  it  terrified  them  in 
a  very  high  degree,  as  they  appro- 
handed  that  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences  might  ensue. 

While  the  doctor  was  waiting  at 
Barnet  for  the  ^daise,  it  occurred 
to  him  that  there  might  be  danger 
on  the  road ;  upon  which  he  con. 
cealed  most  of  his  money,  except 
two,  guineas  which  ho  put  in  his 
parse,  with  a  bill  of  exchange. 

Soon  after  the  pistol  was .  fired 
Griffiths  opened  the  door  of  the 
chaise ;  on  which  the  doctor  begged 
him  to  behave  with  civility,  on  ac- 
count of  the  presence  of  the  lady. 
He  then  delivered  the  purse,  with 
its  contents,  and  likewise  gave  the 
robber  some  loose  silver.  Griffiths, 
having    received    the    booty,   de- 
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camped  with  the  atmott  precipita- 
tion. 

Br.  Dodd  lost  no  time  in  repair, 
ing  to  Sir  John  Fielding's  office, 
where  he  and  his  lady  gave  so  fall 
a  description  of  the  person  of  the 
principal  robber,  that  it  was  easily 
conjectured  that  Griffiths  mast  haie 
been  the  party ;  bat  who  had  been 
his  associates  in  the  business  has 
Defer  yet  transpired. 

In  consequence  of  this  informa- 
tion  Griffiths  was  soon  taken  into 
custody ;  but,  on  his  examination 
before  Sir  John  Fielding,  Dr.  Dodd 
hesitated  to  swear  positively  to  his 
person  ;  but  Mrs*  Dodd,  who  had 
regarded  him  with  more  attention, 
positively  declared  on  oath  that  he 
was  the  person  who  had  committed 
the  robbery. 

The  magistrate,  therefore,  com- 
mitted Griffiths  to  Newgate;  and, 
a  bill  of  indictment  being  found 
against  him  by  the  grand  jury,  he 
was  called  down  to  trial  at  the  next 
sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  when 
the  following  was  the  substance  of 
the  evidence  against  him  : — 

Dr.  Dodd.  declared  that  it  was 
with  great  reluctance  he  came  into 
a  court  of  justice  on  such  an  occa- 
sion, which  he  said  he  would  not 
have  done  if  the  robbery  had  not 
been  attended  with  circumstances  of 
an  aggravating  kind;  but  that  the 
firing  of  the  pistol  was  a  crime  of 
•o  horrid  a  nature,  that  his  regard 
to  the  safety  of  oUiers  had  induced' 
Um  to  commence  a  prosecution  so, 
abhorrent  to  the  feelings  of  his  own 
mind.  He,  however,  would  not 
swear  to  the  identity  of  the  prison- 
er's person* 

On  the  contrary,  Mrs.  Dodd 
swore  that  he  was  the  actual  person 
that  had  committed  the  robbery ; 
and  declared  that  he  had  confessed 
his  guilt  when  before  Sir  John 
Fieldingr  This  evidence  was  deemed 


so  cooohuive  that  the  jury  did  not 
hesitate  to  find  him  guiUy,  in  con^ 
sequence  of  which  lie  received  sen- 
tence of  death. 

After  conviction  he  behaTed  for 
some  time  in  such  a  manner  as  was 
by  no  means  proper  for  bis  melaiu 
choly  situation ;  and  he  refuaed  to 
attend  divine  service  in  the  chapel : 
but,  after  the  arrival  of  the  warrant 
for  his  execution,  his  condact  ap- 

E eared  to  be  totally  changed,  and 
e  wept  almost  incessantly.  He 
acknowledged  the  utmost  readiness 
to  listen  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Ordinary  of  Newgate,  and  made  a 
ready  confession  of  many  robberies 
in  which  he  liad  been  concerned, 
owning  that  he  had  been  long  de- 
serving of  the  dreadful  fate  that 
then  awaited  him. 

Among  other  things  which  he 
confessed  was,  that  he  was^he  per- 
son who  fired  the  pistol  at  Mrs. 
Constable;  and  that  he  prevailed 
on  a  woman  of  his  acquaintance  to 
persuade  Evans  to  take  a  false  oath 
on  the.  trial,  the  consequence  of 
which  was  the  acquittal  of  hioiself 
and  Johnson. 

Ho  owned  that  his  attachment  to 
the  company  of  women  of  aban- 
doned character  contributed  in  a 
great  degree  to  his  destmction^as  his 
extravagance  in  the  support  of  them 
induced  him  to  think  of  hafing  re- 
course to  the  highway  for  a  soppi j, 
the  consequence  of  which  would  be 
an  ignominious  death. 

The  rest  of  his  behaviour  was  1^ 
no  means  inconsistent  with  his  ca- 
lamitous situation;  and  the  Ordi- 
nary of  Newgate,  'conceiving  that 
he  was  a  sincere  penitent,  did  not 
hesitate  to  administer  to  him  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

When  the  fatal  day  of  execution 
arrived  he  attended  service  at  the 
chapel  of  Newgate,  where  his  be- 
haviour was  such  as  to  justify  the 
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ideas  that  had  been  formed  of  the 
sincerity  of  his  repentance.  Being 
brought  down  into  the  Press-yard, 
his  irons  were  knocked  off,  and  he 
was  put  into  the  cart  to  be  con* 
Tey^  to  the  fatal  tree :  on  which 
occasion  he  wept,  as  penetrated 
with  the  utmost  contrition  for  his 
past  crimes;  and  at  the  place  of 
execution  he  cautioned  the  attend- 
ing  multitude  in  general,  and  youth 
in  particular,  to  take  warning  by 
bis  unhappy  fate. 

He  was  executed  at  Tyburn,  Ja- 
nuary the  20th,  1773. 

The  following  malefactors  were 
executed  along  with  Griffiths,  of 
whom  we  find  no  particulars  re* 
corded  :— 

Benjamin  Bird,  for  forging  a 
bill  of  exchange,  the  indorsement 


of  Mrs.  More,  with  an  Intent  to 
defraud  Robert  Thompson;  George 
Turner  and  William  Simpson,  for 
robbing  William  Graham  on  the 
highway  of  his  silver  buckles ;  and 
Nathaniel  Bailey,  for  robbing  Mr» 
Bullock,  in  Basinghall  Street,  of  a 
cane. 

When  (he  melancholy  procession 
of  these  criminals,  as  usual,  stopped 
opposite  St.  Sepulchre's  Church,  to 
hear  the  bellman  repeat  the  warn- 
ing, Bird,  in  the  utmost  agony  of 
mind,  threw  his  head  on  the  shoul. 
der  of  the  clergyman  who  sat  next 
to  him,  and,  while  he  hid  his  face, 
his  whole  frame  was  agitated  i»  a 
manner  not  to  bo  described,  which 
Dr«  Johnson  denominates  ^  the  ut. 
most  exacerbation  of  human  mi* 
sery.' 


JOSEPH  COOPER, 

EXECUTED  FOR  ROBBING  HIS  MASTER. 

This  man's  crime  and  ingrati-     Mr.  Beaumont,  a  cutler  in  Red- 


tudc,  as  far  as  respects  the  robbery, 
is  precisely  the  case  of  George 
BarnwelL  Cooper,  like  him,  un« 
bappily  became  the  dupe  of  a  se- 
cond Milwood,  and  through  her 
instigation  he  was  worked  up  to  rob 
his  benefactor.  Surely  no  ser? ant 
who  has  even  seen  the  representa- 
tion of  Lillo's  fine  tragedy,  founded 
on  a  fact,  would  e?er  dare  to  ven- 
ture upon  the  commission  of  so  foul 
a  crime. 

Joseph  Cooper  was  the  son  of 
very  poor,  but  honest,  parents :  hb 
father  died  when  he  was  but  seven 
years  of  age,  and  his  mother,  thus 
deprived  of  a  protector,  was  re- 
duced to  take  in  washing  for  the 
maintenance  of  herself  and  three 
helpless  children,  of  whom  Joseph 
was  the  eldest.  Through  some 
friends,  who  pitied  her  distress,  this 
boy  was  admitted  into  a  charity 
school,  where  he  continued  till  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  when 


cross  Street,  took  him  as  an  ap^ 
prentice,  in  mere  compassion  to  his 
destitute  situation  of  life. 

Mr.  Beaumont  was  a  man  in  a 
very  extensive  way  of  business ;  so 
that  the  youth  had  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  a  complete  master  of 
his  profession ;  and  such  was  hia 
diligence  and  good  behaviour  for  a 
considerable  time,  that  perhaps  no 
tad  in  such  a  situation  as  he  was 
ever  acquired  a  better  character,  or 
was  more  esteem  ed  by  the  neigh, 
bonrs  and  others  who  had  connec* 
tions  with  his  master. 

Mr,  Beaumont,  observing  this 
excellent  disposition,  treated  him 
with  the  utmost  kindness,  with  a 
view  to  inspire  him  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  continuing  in  the  practice  of 
that  duty  which  was  so  likely  to 
be  productive  of  his  present  and 
future  happiness. 

Unhappily,howcvcr,  for  Cooper^ 
this  gentle  treatment  had  not  its  de- 
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sired  efTect ;  yet  he  served  out  his 
apprenticeship  with  fidelity,  and 
afterwards ii fed  some  time  with  his 
master  as  a  journeyman.  Mr. 
Beaumont  still  continued  to  treat 
him  with  his  usual  kindness  ;  and  so 
generous  was  his  behaviour  towards 
him,  that  the  least  attention  to  his 
own  interest  would  roost  probably 
have  preserved  him  from  ruin,  and 
enabled  him  to  have  made  a  Yery 
creditable  figure  in  life. 

Unfortunately  for  himself, Cooper 
got  acquainted  with  a  number  of 
young  fellows  of  dissolute  charac- 
ter, who  frequented  a  public  house 
in  Crolden  Lane,  where  they  spent 
their  time  in  scenes  of  riot  and  dis- 
sipation, equally  calculated  to  de- 
stroy  their  health  of  body  and  peace 
of  mind. 

Cooper's  former  principles  of 
▼irtue  were  all  unhinged  by  an  as. 
sociation  with  such  obnoxious  com- 
panions, and  his  mind  was  soon 
contaminated  with  ideas  that  led 
with  rapid  and  certain  progress  to 
bis  destruction. 

At  length,  through  the  instiga- 
tion of  his  companions,  he  fre. 
quented  houses  of  ill  fame,  which 
introduced  him  to  the  company  of 
women  of  abandoned  character; 
one  of  whom  he  became  intimately 
acquainted  with,  and  cohabited  with 
her  at  a  house  of  an  infamous  de- 
scription in  Denmark  Court,  in  the 
Strand. 

Ill  the  conversation  between 
Cooper  and  his  girl,  the  latter  ad- 
vised him  to  rob  his  late  master,  as 
the  readiest  way  to  raise  a  supply 
to  support  their  present  extrava- 
gance ;  and  this  scheme  was  thought 
the  more  practicable  as  Cooper, 
having  lived  several  years  in  the 
house*  knew  all  the  avenues  to  it, 
and  every  part  of  which  he  was 
well  acquainted  with. 

Cooper  at  first  appeared  to  be 
shocked  at  the  simple  idea  of  so 


basely  injuring  a  man  who  had  pro* 
tected  him  in  the  early  part  of  life^ 
and  had,  on  all  occasions,  proved 
himself  a  disinterested  friend  ;  and 
he  actually,  for  some  time,  refused 
to  have  any  concern  in  such  an  nn- 
generous  transaction  :  at  length  the 
arguments  of  the  girl  prcvaiM,  and 
he  resolved  on  the  commission  of 
the  crime  which  terminated  in  his 
destruction. 

It  was  Mr.  Beaumont's  custom 
to  spend  his  evening  at  a  public 
house  in  Old  Street ;  and  on  his 
return  home  he  carefully  locked 
his  doors,  and  observed  that  every 
other  place  of  possible  entrance  was 
made  fast,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
admission  of  robbers  :  yet  his  vigi- 
lance proved  fruitless,  for  Cooper, 
whonTof  all  men  he  would  have 
least  suspected,  became  the  unge- 
nerous infringer  on  the  property 
of  his  benefactor. 

Mr.  Beaumont,  having  seen  his 
house  secure  at  night,  retired  to 
rest;  but  about  two  o'clock  the 
next  morning  he  was  awakened  by 
a  noise  that  seemed  to  be  in  bis 
room.  Terrified  in  a  high  degree 
by  this  unexpected  visit, he  was  for 
some  time  afraid  of  venturing  out 
of  his  bed  ;  but  at  length,  hearing 
that  some  person  had  gone  out  of 
his  chamber,  and  shut  the  door,  he 
got  up,  and  discovered  that  his  bu- 
reau had  been  broken  open,  and  a 
hundred  guineas  stolen  from  it.  He 
likewise  observed  that  the  lock  of 
the  chamber  door,  and  the  chain 
which-  confined  it,  had  been  forced 
open  by  means  of  a  chisel. 

As  it  was  presumed  that  the  per- 
son who  had  committed  the  fob- 
bery  could  not  be  at  any  great  dis. 
tance,  Mr.  Beaumont  alarmed  the 
watchmen,  who  made  an  immediate 
pursuit ;  and,  though  they^id  not 
overtake  the  robber,  they  presumed 
that  they  were  near  him,  from 
hearing  the  trampling  of  feet  hastily 
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mo? ing  in  the  street,  as  those  of  a 
person  flying  from  a  pursuer. 

The  circumstances  attending  this 
robbery  made  it  almost  e? ident  that 
the  person  who  committed  it  must 
have  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  avenues  of  the  house  ;  and 
Mr.  Beaumont  was  induced  to  sus« 
pect  that  Cooper  was  the  thief, 
from  what  he  had  then  lately  heard 
of  his  abandoned  course  of  life. 

Mr.  Beaumont  therefore  sent  for 
a  constable)  and  at  sefen  o^clock 
the  following  morning  Cooper  was 
taken  into  custody  at  the  house 
where  he  resided  in,  Denmark  Court 
in  the  Strand. 

He  at  first  denied  having  had  any 
concern  in  the  robbery  ;  but,  being 
conveyed  to  his  master's  house,  the 
precise  money  lost,  except  one 
guinea,  was  found  on  him.  Mr. 
fieaumont  sent  for  a  neighbour, 
named  Dyson,  to  advise  him  how 
to  act^  and  expressed,  with  tears, 
his  aversion  to  the  thought  of  pro- 
secuting him. 


Mr.  Dyson  told  him  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  discharge  him ;  on  which 
he  was  conveyed  to  the  Compter, 
and,  on  his  examination  before  the 
sitting  alderman,  such  strong  evi. 
dence  of  his  guilt  appeared,  that  he 
was  committed  to  Newgate,  to  take 
his  trial  at  the  next  Old  Bailey  ses. 
sions. 

After  a  fair  and  candid  trial  the 
jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guilty, 
but  joined  in  recommending  him  as 
an  object  of  the  royal  clemency  ; 
and  Mr.  Beaumont,  his  master, 
signed  a  petition  in  behalf  of  the 
wretched  convict;  but,  after  the 
report  was  made  to  the  king,  he 
was  included  among  those  who 
were  ordered  for  execution. 

He  behaved  in  the  most  contrite 
manner  at  the  fatal  tree,  where  he 
confessed  that  he  had  merited  that 
public  and  ignominious  death  which 
the  law  had  justly  awarded  for  his 
crimes. 

He  suffered  at  Tyburn  June  the 
30th,  1772. 


JOHN  LENNARD, 

EXSCUTBD  FOR  A  RAPE. 


A  PAIR  of  such  finished  villains 
as  Bolland  and  I^nnard  can  hardly 
be  paralleled.  The  long  course  of 
iniquity  of  the  former  we  have  aU 
ready  exposed ;  yet,  though  on  the 
same  pursuit,  there  will  be  found 
some  variety  in  the  crimes  of  the 
latter. 

Bolland  was  a  principal  in  hunt, 
ing  down  the  muerable— Lennard 
a  follower ;  and  hence  their  appe* 
tites  in  knavery  differed  widely  in 
an  honett  master  and  his  man.  BoU 
land  plundered  bystiatagem — ^Len- 
nard by  force. 

Vere,  a  sheriff's  officer,  having 
put  an  execution  into  a  house  of 
Mr.  Br<dlsford,  in  Petty  France, 
Westminster,  he  placed  Lennard, 
Graves,  and  Gay,  three  of  his  fol- 
lowers, in  possession. 


On  thQ  second  floor  of  this  house 
lodged  Miss  Boss,  a  young  lady, 
whom  Lennard  robbed  of  that 
which  constitutes  the  fairest  part  of 
the  female  sex — ^her  chastity  and 
peace  of  mind. 

To  enter  into  the  particulars  of 
the  evidence  given  in  Court,  in 
proof  of  the  guilt  of  this  unmanly 
and  most  atrocious  offence,  would 
not  meet  every  eye  in  its  proper 
sense :  we  shall,  therefore,  let  the 
outlines  suffice. 

On  the  15th  of  June  these  three 
ruffians  were  in  possession  of  the 
house  for  the  cause  above  named ; 
and  the  family  were  all  out,  in  dif. 
ferent  pursuits  of  the  means  to  raise 
money  to  redeem  the  goods,  save 
Miss  Boss,  who  was  at  work  in  her 
own  apartment;    when    Lennard 
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opened  the  door,  and  began  in  a 
famiiiar  manner  to  speak  to  her. 
At  first  terror  deprived  her  of  ut. 
terance ;  but,  finding  htm  proceed  to 
take  those  liberties  which  female 
▼irtae  can  nerer  sufier,  she  resisted, 
screamed  out,  seized  the  yillain  by 
the  throat,  struggled  until  she  was 
exhausted,  and  then  sunk  down, 
deprived  of  reason.  In  this  situa- 
tion, which  would  have  raised  the 
compassion  of  a  brute,  he  used  her 
in  the  way  tiiat  constituted  the  oC 
fence  for  which  he  was  justly  exe- 
cuted. 

A  neighbour,  hearing  the  cries 
of  the  distressed  female,  and  sus- 
pecting  some  foul  deed,  knocked  at 
the  street  door,  and  inquired  the 
cause  of  the  noise ;  to  which  Len- 
nard,  opening  the  window,  replied 
that  it  was  only  a  drunken  woman  : 
upon  which  the  inquirer  retired. 

The  three  villains,  Lennard, 
Graves,  and  Gay,  were  indicted 
for  this  cruel  outrage ;  Lennard 
as  the  principal,  and  the  others  as 
accessories  to  the  fact ;  and  upon 
their  trial  they  were  all  found 
guilty.  Graves  and  Gay  were 
burnt  in  the  hand  and  imprisoned ; 
but  sentence  of  death  was  imme* 
diately  passed  upon  Lennard. 

Although  convicted  upon  the 
clearest  evidence,  this  obdurate  man 
denied  that  he  was  guilty  ;  and,  on 
the  Sunday  before  he  suffered,  he 
received  the  sacrament  from  the 
hands  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Temple,  and 
then,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
declared  to  that  gentleman  that  he 
was  entirely  innocent  of  the  fact 
for  which  ho  was  to  die ;  that  he 
had  been  repeatedly  intimate  with 
Miss  Boss,  with  her  own  consent ; 
and  that  all  the  reason  he  could 
conjecture  for  her  prosecuting  him 
was,  that  he  had  communicated  this 
matter  to  Graves,  one  of  the  other 
followers,  who  availed  himself  of 
,  the  secret,  and  fouud  means  to  get 


into  the  young  lady's  room,  and 
who  really  perpetrated  the  fact 
with  which  she  had  falsely  accused 
Lennard. 

In  this  story  he  persisted  all  the 
time  he  remained  in  Newgate  ;  but 
Mr.  Temple,  suspecting  his  vera- 
city, delivered  a  paper  to  Mr.  Toll, 
another  gentleman  who  usually  ad. 
ministered  spiritual  comfort  to  the 
malefactors  in  their  last  moments, 
in  which  he  requested  him  to  ask 
Lennard  about  those  two  assertions 
before  he  was  turned  off. 

This  request  Mr.  Toll  and  his  col. 
league  punctually  complied  with, 
and  the  unhappy  man  then  acknow. 
ledged  that  he  had  taken  the  sacra- 
ment to  an  absolute  falsehood ;  that 
there  was  not  a  word  of  troth  in 
his  impeaching  Miss  Boss,  but  that 
he  alone  abused  her ;  that  he  wu 
taught  in  Newgate  to  believe  that 
the  falsehood  might  do  him  ser- 
vice ;  that  he  found  his  mistake  too 
fate,  and  all  the  atonement  he  could 
make  was  to  acknowledge  the  truth 
before  he  left  the  world,  and  to  beg 
pardon  of  God  for  having  acted  in 
so  atrocious  a  manner. 

All  the  charity  which  can  be  Ac- 
corded to  the  fate  of  this  most 
wretched  man  is  to  hope  that  his 
last  confession  and  repentance  were 
sincere,  and  that  they  might  reach 
the  throne  of  grace. 

With  Lennard,  on  the  11th  of 
August,  1773,  suffered  the  follow- 
ing malefactors  at  Tyburn  :— Wil- 
liam Eamcs,  for  uttering  a  bank, 
note  of  forty  pounds,  knowing  it  to 
be  forged ;  Thomas  Younger  and 
Thomas  Green,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Mortimer,  mllll. 
oer,  in  Gravel  Lane,  Ratcliffe 
Highway;  Joseph  Holmes  and 
Maurice  Murry,  for  a  burglary  in 
the  llouse  of  John  Wiley,  in  Crown 
Court,  Whitecross  Street ;  and 
Thomas  Plunket,  for  robbing  Mc* 
Dudley  on  the  highway. 
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field  iold  <U  a  Slave  in  North  America. 

WILLIAM  FIELD,  alias  GREEN, 

SXECUTEO  Foil  UiaUWAY  liOBBERY. 


Tnis  notorious  robber,  who  oc- 
casionally went  by  many  dififerent 
names,  and  assnmed  a  Taricty  of 
disguises,  within  six  months  only  of 
his  depredations  took  seyen  bun. 
dred  pounds  on  the  highway,  at 
the  repeated  hazard  of  his  life. 
While  possessed  of  this  sum,  he  was 
obliged,  from  motif es  of  personal 
fafety,  to  deny  himself  the  ^om« 
mon  enjoymenu  of  mankind ;  and, 
after  playing  a  long  and  most  on- 
bappy  bo-peep  game,  was  on  asod* 
den  unexpectedly  apprehended,  and 
at  last  suffered  an  ignominious  death 
in  the  presence  of  a  multitude  of 
fpectators* 

Field  had  been  a  gentleman's  11- 
Tcry  serfant,  that  teaidy  road  to  the 
gallows,  and  had  been  turned  out 
of  several  places,  humiliating  as 
they  are,  for  his  irregnlarities.    At 

TOL.  IT. 


length  the  badness  of  his  ^sharacter 
prefented  any  gentleman  from  tak. 
ing  hiro  into  his  house. 

The  highway  being  the  general 
recourse  b(  discharged  footmen, 
Field  commenced  highwayman. 

It  is  generally  owing  more  to  the 
master's  pride  than,  the  footman's 
original  dispositiy  that  so  many 
of  these  motley  fenows  are  brought 
to  the  gallows*  When  they  are 
more  chosen  for  their  size  and  per- 
sonal gifts  than  for  their  mental  ac- 
quirements or  their  fidelity  and 
honesty,  what  can  be  expected 
from  them  but  insolence  and  extra- 
?agance  ?  When  we  find  them  too 
often  caressed  for  what  they  de- 
serve to  be  whipped,  and  rewarded 
alone  for  dradgery  in  ?ice,  how 
can  we  expect  to  see  them  any  other 
than  as  they  are—the  most  lazy, 
64 
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useless,  insolent,  and  corrupt  part 
of  society  ? 

To  tbe  port  insolence  of  a  foot- 
man Field  added  the  daring  impulse 
of  desperation  as  a  highwayman. 
While  in  place  he  had  made  a  large 
acquaintance  with  hostlers,  jockeys, 
and  post-boys  :  he  therefore  found 
no  difficulty  in  borrowing  horses  to 
carry  him  through  his  depreda- 
tions ;  and  he  gained  information 
of  trafellers  of  property  from  the 
gang  who  had  long  been  his  com- 
rades. 

One  of  his  most  daring  attempts 
at  robbery  was  upon  the  late  cele- 
brated Colonel  Luttrell,  brother 
to  the  late  Duchess  of  Cumberland, 
and  another  gentleman,  whom  he 
stot>ped  near  Gunsbury  Hous^. 

The  colonel  immediately  fired  a 
pistol,  without  effect,  at  the  high.- 
way  man,  who,  in  return,  presented 
one  at  the  traveller ;  but,  from  its 
having  been  some  time  loaded,  it 
would  not  go  off,  upon  which  he 
rode  away.  This  pistol  Field  con^ 
fessed  he  took  from  Colonel  West's 
housekeeper  some  time  before, 
when  he  stopped  and  fired  at  that 
officer,  whom  Field  apprehended  he 
had  shot  in  the  breast. 

The  money  of  which  he  robbed 
trafellers  for  some  time  he  squan- 
dered upon  lewd  women  and  aban- 
doned discarded  servant-men.  He 
was,  however,  at  length  appre- 
hended,  and  coMicted  of  a  robbe- 
ry ;  but,  througn  the  lenity  of  his 
prosecutor,  the  sentence  of  death 
was  remitted  to  seven  years'  trans- 
portation to  America.  Thither  he 
was  sent,  and  sold  as  a  slave ;  but 
soon  finding  means  to  escape,  with 
others,  from  bondage,  he  fled  to 
New  York,  and  there  embarked 
on  board  a  vessel  bound  for  Poole^ 
In  Dorsetshire. 

Once  more  in  London,  Field  as- 
sociated himself  with  the  notorious 
Hawke,  whose  life  we  shall  here. 


after  give,  and,  in  company,  they 
committed  many  robberies,^and  ob- 
tained large  booties. 

They  now  dressed  like  gentle- 
men, and  Field  courted  a  girl  who 
li?cd  ser?ant  with  a  man  of  for- 
tune. 'She  consented  to  accept  him 
for  a  husband. 

For  some  months  after  his  mar- 
riage he  committed  highway  rob- 
beries about  twice  a  week  ;  but  his 
wife  had  no  suspicion  of  the  life  he 
led,  conceiving  him  to  be  a  man  in 
good  circumstances. 

He  frequently  committed  four  or 
fi?e  robberies  in  a  night,  sometimes 
on  Finchley  Common,  and  often  on 
Shooter's  Hill,  Blackhealh,  and 
other  places  in  that  neighbour, 
hood ;  when  once,  being  closely 
pursued,  he  effected  a  difficult^  es- 
cape  to  town.  AftQr  this  he  fre- 
quented Putney  Common,  and  its 
adjacencies,  whence  ,  he  brought 
considerable  booties  into  London. 

Field,  Hawke,  and  another,  hav- 
ings robbed  some  coaches,  dined 
and  made  merry  at  a  public  house 
at  Barnes;  and,  staying  till  it  was 
near  night,  they  crossed  Kew 
Bridge,  and  went  to  Acton,  where 
they  slept,  being  afraid  of  coming 
to  London. 

Notice  having  been  given  at  Sir 
John  Fielding's  office,  persons  were 
sent  out  on  different  roads,  and  the 
offenders,  being  taken,  were  con- 
veyed, handcuffed,  to  Tpthill  Fidda* 
Bridewell. 

On  a  subsequent  day  they  were 
examined  ;  and,  a^rcat  number  of 
robberies  being  sworn  a^^nst 
Hawke  and  Field,  they  were  re- 
manded to  prison,  whence  the  for. 
mer  made  his  escape  in  a  few  days. 

Though  Field  had  returned  from 
transportation,  it  was  thought  pro- 
per  to  indict  hiafat  the  Surrey  as* 
sizes  for  the  subsequent  robberies^ 
when  hewouldha?e  pleaded  guilty ; 
but  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smythe  ad« 
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fised  him  to  put  himself  on  his  ing  hlifi  in  the -most  pathetic  man* 

trial;  and,  the  jurj  having  gifen  a  ner  ;  and  he  was  execated  accord* 

Terdict  against  him,  the  judge  pro-  ingly,    on    Kennington   Common, 

nounced  sentence,    after   address.  September  the  1st,  1773. 


LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  WILLIAM  G ANSEL, 

TRIED  FOR  FIRING  A  PISTOL  AT  JOHN  HYDE. 


General  Gansel,  having  greatly 
impaired  his  fortune  by  a  life  of 
gaiety,  had  been  several  years  under 
great  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
from  which  he  was  using  his  utmost 
endeavours  to  extricate  himself  at 
the  time  when  the  transaction  hap- 
pened which  gave  rise  to  the  trial, 
ofwhich  it  is  our  present  business  to 
relate  the  particulars. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  ^Oth  of 
August,  1773,  Mr.  Lee,  an  emi- 
ncnt  surgeon,  applied  to  John  Hyde 
to  arrest  Geueral  Gansel  for  a 
debt  of  a  hundred  and  thirty»four 
pounds.  They  went  to  the  proper 
oiiice,  and  obtained  a  special  capias ; 
after  which  the  officer  applied  to 
his  brother,  Thomas  Hyde,  Henry 
Feltus,  William  Sleigh,  and  Richard 
Reeves,  to  assist  in  the  intended 
capture. 

Between  two  and  three  in  the 
afternoon  Mr.  Lee  met  the  bailiff 
and  his  assistants,  and^  accompanied 
by  John  Hyde,  went  to  the  bouse 
of  Mr.  Mayo,  in  Craven  Street, 
Strand;  the  other  men  being  ap- 
pointed to  wait  at  some  distance. 
The  street  door  being .  open,  they 
went  into  the  parlour,  and  Mr. 
Lee  asked  Mrs.  Mayo  whether  Ge- 
neral Gansel  lodged  in  her  house. 
Being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
Hyde  went  into  the  street,  and, 
haying  beckoned  for  his  com  pa. 
nions  to  come  np,  attempted  to  go 
towards  the  general's  apartments; 
bol  on  the  stairs  he  was  opposed  by 
two  boys,  who  were  brothers,  and 
servants  to  the  general.  At  this 
time  the  other  bailiffs  entered  the 
passage,  and  John   Hyde    having 


struck  a  knife  from  the  hand  of 
one  of  the  boys  with  a  walking, 
stick,  and  thrown  it  out  of  the 
window,  he  and  his  brother  were 
soon  oTcrpowered,  and  bolted  in 
the  yard. 

John  Hyde  deposed  that,  when 
the  boys  were  in  the  yard,  he  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  second  floor, 
and  observing  the  general,  with 
whose  person  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted, upon  the  landing-place, 
hastened  towards  him,  and  placed 
his  knee  between  the  chamber  door 
and  the  wainscot,  and  endeavored 
to  force  in(p  the  room,  when  the 
general  discharged  a  pistol,  the  ball 
from  which  passed  through  the  np. 
per  panel  of  the  door,  towards  the 
hinge,  and  struck  the  wainscot  on 
tile  staircase ;  that  he  then  got  into 
the  room,  and,  clapping  the  general 
on  the  shoulder,  said  ^  Sir,  you  arc 
my  prisoner  ;*  when  the  general, 
with  his  left  arm  over  his  right 
shoulder,  pointed  another  pistol  at 
his  face ;  but  that,  by  suddenly 
stooping  his  head,  he  fortunately 
escaped  the  ball,  which  passed 
through  the  hat  of  Henry  Feltus; 
that  the  general  was  then  with 
much  difficulty  forced  down  stairs, 
and  put  into  a  hackney-coach, 
which  conveyed  him  to  a  lock-up 
house  kept  by  a  sherifTs  officer^ 
named  Armstrong,  whence  he  was 
soon  afterwards  removed  to  New- 
gate. 

Feltus  produced  the  hat  througTi 
which  the  ball  of  the  second  pistol 
had  passed ;  but  neither  his  evi. 
dence,  nor  that  of  Thomas  Hydtf, 
Sleigh,  or  Reeves,  materially  dif- 
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fered  from  that  of  the  first  wit. 
ness. 

The  general  said  that,  though  he 
was  not  wholly  unused  to  speak  in 
public,  hit  ill  state  of  health,  and 
other  circumstances,  had  gifen  rise 
to  an  apprehension  that  he  might  be 
incapable  on  the  present  occasion 
to  do  justice  to  his  cause  in  an  ex. 
tempore  address,  and  he  had  there, 
fore  reduced  his  defence  to  writing. 
He  then  read  the  defence,  which, 
among  other  matters,  set  forth,  that 
being  informed    by  his    serrants, 
Henry  and  James,  that  the  house 
was  surrounded  by  armed  ruffians, 
and,  presently  after,  hearing  a  ?io. 
lent  uproar  at  the   head    of  the 
stairs,   he  locked  himself  into  his 
chamber,  against  the  door  of  which 
he  placed  an  elbow  chair ;  and,  the 
uproar  increasing,  he  fired  off  a 
pistol,  pointed  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  door,  with  a  ? iew  of  deterring 
the  assailants,  who  soon  broke  into 
the  room,   the    forcing  the  door 
throwing  him  down,  and  the  second 
pistol  going    off  without    design, 
while  he  was  falling.    He  said  thA, 
from  a  perusal  of  ^  Blackstono*s 
Commentaries,'  he  was  taught  to 
belicYe  that  ap  Englishman's  house 
is  his  castle,  and  that  a  room  hired 
for  a  certain  time  was  to  be  con. 
siderod  as  his  castle ;  that  he  paid 
for  his  apartments  by  the  year ;  and 
that  he  had  occupied  them  eight. 
and.thirty  years,  sixteen  of  which 
Mr.  Mayo  had^been  his  landlord ; 
and  that  he  conceifed  he  had  an 
undoubted  right  of  defending  him. 
jelf  in  hb  own  habitation.     In  the 
course  of  his  address  the  prisoner 
mentioned  scferal  persons  whom  he 
desired  might  be  examined  on  his 
behalf. 

Se?eral  witnesses  swore  that  the 
bolt  of  the  lock  belonging  to  the 
general's  chamber  door  had  been 
strained,  and  the  screws  of  the  re. 
ecirer  of  the  bolt  forced  out  of  the 


wood ;  and  they  Hkewisa  deposed 
that,  from  a  ? ery  particular  exa. 
mination,  they  were  confident  the 
Imll  must  hare  took  a  diflflerent  di. 
rection,  had  the  pistol  been  fired 
when  the  door  was  open ;  adding 
that,  when  the  door  was  open  only 
three  inches,  they  perceived  that 
the  impression  made  by  the  ball  on 
the  wainscot  of  the  staircase  was 
not  nearly  in  a  right  line  with  the 
hole  in  the  panel  in  the  door,  but 
that,  when  the  door  was  perfectly 
closed,  there  was  an  exact  corre- 
spondence between  the  hole  throuf^h 
which  the  ball  passed  and  the  mark 
where  it  afterwards  struck  the 
wainscot. 

Mrs.  Mayo  swore  that  from  the 
time  the,  transaction  happened  the 
premises  had  not  been  seeo  by  any 
person  but  in  her  preteiice,*and  that 
DO  alterations  whaterer  had  been 
made. 

The  above  is  a  faithful  abstract 
of  the  evidence  adduced  for  and 
against  the  prisoner,  on  an  indict- 
ment for  feloniously  shooting  at 
John  Hyde :  the  first  count  charg. 
iqg  him  with  firing  off  a  pistol  held 
in  his  right,  and  the  second  with 
firing  at  the  same  man  another 
pistol  held  in  his  left  hand.  After 
the  jury  had  remained  out  of  Court 
some  time,  they  brought  in  their 
verdict,  *  Not  guilty.* 

The  general  was  arraigned  on 
two  other  indictments :  one  for  fe- 
loniously shooting  at  Thomas  Hyde ; 
and  the  other  for  feloniously  shoot, 
ing  at  Henry  Feltus:  but  the  coun. 
sel  for  the  prosecution  informed  the 
Court  that,  '  as  the  general  was  ac 
quitted  on  the  inerits,  he  should 
wave  proceeding  on  the  two  last 
indictments.' 

General  Gansel  was  tried  at  the 
Sessions  House  in  the  OM  Bailey 
on  Wednesday,  the  Sth  of  Septem. 
ber,  1773. 

It  was  imagined  that  the  princi. 
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pal  mailer  for  the  dedsion  of  the  the  head  of  the  tallest  man  ;  and  It 

Court  would  haye  been  <  Whether  is  very  probable  that  the  second 

the  law  would  justify  a  man  in  op-  pistol  went  ofif  while  the  general 

posing  a   forcible  entry  into   his  was  falling.    Thus  the  matter  seems 

placeof  habitation,  and  how  far  the  to  ha?e  been  understood   by  the 

character,  office,  and  authority  of  jur^. 

the  assailants  were  to  be  considered  Nothing  but  thejast  extremity  of 

in  mitigation  of  a  violent  attack  ?*  danger  can  justify  the  use  of  fire, 

but  the  question  took  a  turn  ? ery  arms,  or  other  desperate  weapons, 

different  from  what  was  expected.  There  is  something,«xtremely  shock* 

The  jevidence  of  John  Hyde  and  ing  in  the  idea  of  taking  away  the 

his  associates  set  forth  that  the  door  life  of  a  fellow.creature  when  he 

was  partly  open  when  the  general  is  unprepared  for  eternity, 

fired ;  but  the  contrary  appeared  Let  our  readers  remember  that) 

from  the  depositions  of  other  wit.  if  it  should  prore  their  misfortune 

nesses.     It  does  not  seem  that  the  to  labour  under  injury  and  oppres. 

first  pistol  was  pointed  immediately  sion,  the  most  eligible  means  of  ob- 

at  any  person  ;  for  the  hole  in  the  taining  redress  will  be  by  an  appli. 

door  was  considerably  higher  than  cation  to  the  legislative  power. 


SAMUEL  MALE, 

BXECUTBD  rOE  BOBBEUY. 

TuE  short  life  of  this  culprit  was  On  the  4th  of  September,  177«, 

remarkable  for  producing  iim  sur-  he  was  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the 

prising  instances  of  the  uncertainty  Old    Bailey,    for    robbing    Mrs, 

of  identity.*  Ryan,  at  which   tim^  in  a  note 

•  A  rer^  remarknble  instance  of  personal  similitude  happened  at  New  Yorl,  in  North 
America,  in  the  ^ear  1804. 

A  man  was  indicted  for  bigamy,  under  the  nanio  of  James  Hoag.  He  was  met,  aa 
was  supposed,  in  a  distant  part  of  tlie  country  by  some  friends  of  his  first  wife  (for  there, 
as  well  as  in  our  own  country,  there  can  be  but  one  real  wife),  and  apprehended. 

The  prisoner  denied  the  charge,  and  said  his  name  was  Thomas  Parker.  On  the  triat 
Mrs.  Hoag,  her  relations,  and  many  other  creditable  witnesses,  swore  that  he  was  Jamet 
Hoag,  and  she  swore  positively  that  he  was  her  husband. 

Ob  the  other  aide,  aa  eoaal  namber  of  »itne*ie«,  and  equaHy  reapectable,  awote  that 
the  prisoner  was  llioiBat  Parker  |  and  Mrs.  Parker  appearMl,  and  claimed  him  aa  her 


The  first  party  were  again  called  by  the  Couit,  and  they  not  only  again  deposed  to 
hiro,  but  that  by  stature,  shape,  gesture,  complexion,  looks,  voice,  and  speech,  he  was 
James  Huag.  They  even  described  a  particular  scar  on  his  forehead,  by  which  he  could 
be  known.     On  turning  b.ick  the  hair,  the  scar  appeared. 

The  others,  in  return,  swore  that  he  had  lived  amoug  ihcm,  worked  with  them,  and 
was  m  their  company,  on  the  very  day  of  his  alleged  marriage  with  Mrs.  Hoap.  Here 
the  scales  of  testimony  were  balanced,  for  the  jury  knew  not  which  party  to  sive 
credit  to  r    ^      o 

Mrs.  Hoag,  anxious  to  gain  back  her  husband,  declared  he  had  a  certain  more  parti- 
cular mark  on  the  sole  of  his  foot.  Mrs.  Parker  avowed  that  her  husb>tnd  had  no  such 
mark  j  and  the  roan  was  ordered  to  pull  off  his  shoes  and  stockings.  His  feet  were  ex- 
amined, and  no  mark  appeared. 

The  ladies  now  contended  for  the  roan,  and  Mrs.  Hdag  Towed  that  she  had  lost  her 
husband,  and  she  would  hare  him.  During  this  strife  a  Justice  of  the  peace  from  the 
place  where  the  prisoner  was  apprehended  entered  the  Court,  and  turned  the  scale  in 
his  CHTour.  His  worship  swore  him  to  be  Thomas  Parker  ;  that  he  bad  known,  and  oc- 
casionally employed  him,  from  his  infancy :  whereupon  Mrs.  Parker  cnbraced  Md  tar- 
ried off  her  husband  in  triumph,  by  tha  verdict  of  the  jury. 
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taken  ot  (he  circumstance,  he  was 
called  ^  the  unfortunate  barber's 
boy,'  being  then  Tery  young. 

The  prosecutrix,  and  other  evi- 
dence, swore  positively  that  the 
prisoner  committed  the  robbery  on 
the  17th  of  June  then  last  past. 

The  Court  consequently  sup- 
posed conviction  would  follow;  but, 
being  called  on  fer  his  defence,  he 
said  he  was  innocent,  and  that  the 
books  of  the  Court  would  prove 
where  he  was  on  tha  day  of  the 
Tobbery. 

Reference  was  immediately  made- 
to  the  records ;  and  strange,  yet 
true  to  relate,  that,  on  the  very 
day  and  hour  sworn  to,  Male  was 
actually  on  his  trial,  at  the  bar 
, where  he  then  stood,  for  another 
robbery,  when  he  was  unfortunate 
enough  to  have  been  mistal^en  for, 
the  robber.  He  was  consequently 
acquitted,  and  his  case  greatly 
commiserated. 

We  might  reasonably  conclude 
that  these  escapes,  when  innocent, 
would  have'  deterred  him  from 
guilt ;  but  the  inside  of  Newgate 
will    very    soon    contaminate  the 


youthful  mind,  and>  though  dl»« 
charged  with  honour,  he  came  oat 
a  determined  thief.  His  career  of 
villainy  was  short  indeed ;  for  in 
six  months  afterwards  we  find  him 
expiating  his  crimes  at  the  gal- 
lows. 

He  was  at  length  charged  with  a 
real  robbery,  committed  by  him  on 
the  person  of  Mrs,  Grigoion,  and) 
being  unable  longer  to  prove  an 
cdibi,  as  he  had  hitherto  done,  he 
was  found  guilty. 

The  circumstances  of  bis  acquit- 
tals, which  might  have  proTed  ad- 
vantageous, now  militated  against 
him.  Mercy  could  not  be  extended 
to  one  who,  in  defiance  of  all  warn* 
ing,  would  turn  robber. 

He  suffered  at  Tyburn  March  the 
26th,  1773,  along  with  Matthew 
Poyle,  foe  robbing  Mr.  Lewis 
Heme;  Joseph  Richardson  and 
Jonathan  Brannon,  for  burglary. 
The  ages  of  these  four  malefactors 
did  but  just  outnumber  the  scrip, 
tural  number  of  the  years  of  one 
man ;  yet  it  was  said,  ^  though 
young  in  years,  they  were  old  in 
iniquity.' 


JOHN  CHALLENOR, 

EXECUTED  FOR  PARUICIDE. 


Of  all  murders,  the  shedding  the 
blood  of  a  parent — stopping  the 
very  fountain  from  whence  flowed 
our  life — is  the  most  shocking.  It 
is  a  matter  of  horror  to  reflect  how 
dreadfully  human  nature  can  be  de- 
based ;  yet  already,  far  too  often, 
haS'  duty  tortured  our  feelings  in 
recording  such  abominable  cases. 
To  endeavour  io  amend  the  heart, 
and  to  deter  others  from  crime,  is 
the  intent  of  this  Calendar— the 
Tery  end  of  punishments. 

This  [iarrictdal  monster  was  a 
laborer,  brought  up  to  his  father's 
employ,  and  had,  during  life,  toiled 
by  his  side.    They  were  at  work 


together  in  a  wood  near  Stone, 
in  Staffordshire,  and,  some  hasty 
words  having  passed  between  them, 
the  ingrate  seized  an  iron  pot,  in 
which  he  had  just  coi>ked  their  din- 
ner, and  threw  it  with  such  venge- 
ance at  his  devoted  sire,  that  one 
of  its  feet  entered  the  old  man's 
skull ;  and  df  the  wound  he  lan- 
guished, in  cxireme  agony,  three 
days,  and  then  espired. 

The  murderer  was  immediately 
committed  to  gaol,  where  he  showed 
little  remorse  at  his  fell  deed  ;  and 
seemed  alohe  anxious  for  his  fa- 
ther's recovery,  from  the  dread  pf 
being  hanged  for  the  murder. 
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This  John  Challenor  was  of  a  fe- 
Eocious  revengeful  disposition  :  he 
treated  his  wife  and  children  with 
great  cruelty* 

Once,  upon  a.  trifling  occasion, 
he  aimed  a  blow  at  his  wife,  which 
killed  his  child,  an  infant  in  her 
arms ;  but,  the  brutal  deed  being 
attributed  to  accident,  he,  for  a 
while,  escaped  his  deserted  punish- 
ment* 

Being  now  brought  to  trial  at 
Stafford  assizes,  the  deposition  of 
his  deceased  parent,  with  other 
corroborating  circumstances  of  his 
guilt,  being  adduced,  the  jury  found 
no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  him 
guilty ;  on  which  he  was  executed, 
August  the  23d,  1773,  amid  the 
execrations  of  an  incensed  multi- 
tude, and  his  body  was  ordered  to 
be  hung  in  chains  near  the  spot 
where  ho  committed  this  most  foul 
deed,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

On  the  same  day  on  which  he 
suffered,  another  murderer,  of  the 
name  of  Ambrose  Cannon,  was  ex* 
ecuted  at  Horsham,  in  Sussex,  for 
a  murder  in  which  he  had  joined 
one  Thomas  Green,  to  whom  he 
had  been  apprentice  abofe  sixteen 
years  before. 


These  two  Tillalns  barbarously 
killed  one  Thomas  Cole,  and  they 
both  immediately  fled  from  justice, 
and  escaped  to  parts  beyond  the 
sea. 

During  thirteen  years  had  Can^ 
non  struggled  with  his  conscience  ; 
which  at  length  (as  sooner  or  later 
it  ever  will)  became  so  tortured  with 
remorse,  that  he  could  no  longer  re- 
main in  satisfaction  out  of  his  own 
country  :  in^  short,  his  mind  could 
afford  htm  no  rest,  and  he  yearned 
to  throw  himself  upon  his  fate.  He 
returned  even  into  the  same  county 
where  he  had  joined  in  the  murder^ 
and  settled  at  Hastings,  under  a 
feigned  name,  married,  and  had 
three  children.  At  length  he  be- 
trayed  himself,  was  seized,  and,  suf- 
ficient proof  being  adduced,  though 
more  than  sixteen  years  hnd  inter-' 
vened,  found  guilty,  and  hanged. 

Another  most  detested  parri- 
cide, of  the  name  of  Thomas  Hitch- 
cock, was  tried,  convicted,  and  ex. 
ecuted  at  Oxford,  on  the  ^  of 
March,  1778,  for  the  cruel  murder 
of  his  Tenerable  father. 

It  is  a  melancholy  reflection  that 
such  unnatural  and  horrid  ideas 
should  enter  the  mind  of  man* 


WILLIAM  COX, 

EXECUTED  FOR  PEIVATELY  STEALING* 


Tins  most  expert  thief  was  ini. 
tiated  into  all  the  arts  of  plunder 
and  deception,  at  a  very  early  pe- 
riod of  life,  by  his  own  father ! 

The  elder  Cox  had  long  been  a 
robber  in  all  the  various  degrees 
and  characters  assumed  for  that  pur- 
pose. Ho  had  been  transported^ 
and  for  returning  before  the  expi- 
ration of  his  sentence  b^b  was  exe* 
cuted.  . 

Of  the  old  sinner  we  shall  here 
adduce  but  one  instance  of  his  de- 
pravity towards  his  son,  the.imme* 
diato  subject  of  this  memoir. 


The  father  and  his  son  passing^ 
through  Grosvenor  Street,  the  for-i 
mer  observed  a  silver  tankard  in  a 
window,  and  attempted  to  steal  it ; 
but,  being  pfevented  by  the  iitUT 
rails  of  the  area,  he  lifted  the  boy 
over  them,  ordering  him  to  takethe 
tankard,  which  he  immediately 
handed  to  his  father,  who  lifted  him 
back  into  the  street. 

The  father,  as  we  have  ulready 
Observed,  having  been  transported, 
young  Cox  was  left  to  depredate  on 
his  own  account;  and,  as  osual, 
with  other  wicked  habits,  ht  begaa 
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hy  picking  pockets  ;  bat  was  s6on 
apprehended,  and  committed  to 
Bridewell,  where  he  was  redaced  to 
a  most  miserable  degree  of  poverty ; 
bathe  no  sooner  obtained  his  li- 
berty than  he  procured  decent  ap* 
pare],  and  was  from  that  time 
remarkably  clean  and  neat  in  his 
appearance. 

.  Cox  lired  some  years  at  the 
hoase  of  his  qncle,  West,  in  Fea. 
thers'  Court,  High  Holborn,  who 
encouraged  him  to  pursue  those  iU 
legal  courses  which  led  to  his  de- 
struction. 

He  got  an  perceived  into  a  gro. 
cer's,  the  comer  of  Long  Lane,  in 
Aldersgate  Street,  and  stole  a  siWer- 
hilted  sword  from  a  room  on  the 
fir^t  floor.  Returning  through  the 
shop  with  his  booty,  he  was  asked 
some  questions ;  on  which  he  said 
he  had  been  playing  with  Master 
Billy,  which  he  had  informed  him- 
self  was  the  name  of  the  grocer's 
son  ;  but  on  going  out  of  the  shop 
the  sword  struck  against  the  steps, 
and  he  was  taken  into  custody,  and 
brought  to  trial,  but  it  was  his  fbr- 
tune  to  escape  conviction. 

Being  provided,  with  a  tame  spar- 
row, he  let  the  bird  fly  into  a  win- 
dow of  a  house  in  Hanover  Street, 
and,  the  door  happening  to  be  open, 
bo  went  in,  and  concealed  plate  to 
a  considerable  amount.  Hearing 
some  person  walking  towards  the 
room,  he  sought  refuge  in  the  area, 
where  being  poreeiv^  by  an  elder- 
ly gentlewoman,  who  was  the  only 
person  in  the  hou8e,*he  burst  into 
tears,  and,'saying  his  sparrow  had 
flown  into  the  window,  requested 
ho  might  be  allowed  to  catch  if. 
The  old  lady  complied,  and  he 
soon  found  an  opportunity  of  de- 
camping with  his  booty. 

It  was  the  common  practice  of 
Cox  io  play  at  marbles  and  other 
games  with  young  gentlemen  be- 
fore the  doors  of  their  parents,  and 


he  seldom  suffered  an  opportunity 
to  escape  of  getting  into  and  rob* 
bing  the  houses*  He  had  a  Terj 
remarkable  boyish  appearance ;  and 
on  a  variety  of  occasions  that  cir. 
cumstance  greatly  assisted  him  io 
pursuit  of  his  felonious  designs. 

So  childish,  in  fact,  was  b»  ap. 
pearance  (for  he  was  very  short  and 
slender  for  his  years),  that  some- 
times he  provided  himself  with  mar- 
bles, and,  dressing  himself  like 
young  master,  he  would  ask  to  play 
with  gentlemen^s  children,  whom  lie 
might  observe,  in  the  environt  of 
London,  amusing  themselves  in 
their  father's  court-yard.  Thsa  be 
would  insidiously  get  every  liifor. 
mation  from  the  innocent  and  qb. 
suspicious  l>oy8,  and  repay  their 
little  acts  of  hospitality  by  plan- 
dering  the  houses  of  their  parents. 

Cox  was  connected  witls  a  noto. 
rions  thief,  who  called  himself  Cap. 
tain  Davis;  and,  by  means  of  the 
most  artful  stratagems  that  could 
iie  suggested,  these  accomplices  per* 
petrated  a  surprising  number  of  rob. 
beries.  Davis  was  at  length  appre- 
hended, and  sentenced  to  sailer 
death ;  but  be  was  reprieved  (m 
condition  of  transportation. 

About  the  middle  of  the  summer, 
1773,  the  apartments  of  Mr.  Ren* 
drick,  in  Oxford  Street,  were  pri. 
rately  entered,  and  a  bureau  was 
opened,  and  three  bank-notes,  of  a 
hundred  pounds  each,  and  a  huB« 
dred  and  thirty  guineas  and  a  silver 
watch,  were  stolen,  to  the  amount 
of  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 
Soon  after  Mr.  Kendrick's  robbery- 
Cox  and  William  Claxtotl  went  to. 
gether  to  Reading,  in  Berkshire, 
and  there  purchased  three  horses, 
for  w  hich  Claxton  paid  with  one  of 
the  notes  stolen  from  Mr.  Ken- 
drick,  receiving  In  part  of  change 
a  fif(y-pound  bank-note,  which  he 
afterwards  changed  at  the  bank  for 
notes  of  smaller  value,  two  of  whicb 
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were  found  in  Ae  postession  of 
Westf  Cox's  uncle.  On  the  6r8t 
eiamination  of  these  offenders  at 
the  public  office  in  Bow  Street, 
which  was  on  Wednesday,  the  11th 
daj  of  August,  West  said  he  re. 
ceired  the  notes  of  his  wife  on  the 
day  preceding  that  of  her  decease, 
which  was  about  the  time  of  Mr. 
Kendrick's  robbery;  but,  on  the 
following  Wednesday,  he  assured 
the  magistrates  that* the  notes  had 

rin  his  possession  three  years, 
contradiction  to  this  it  was 
proved  that  the  notes  had  not  been 
many  days  issued  from  (he  bank. 

Mr.  Knapp  and  Mr.  White,  of 
Reading,  appeared,  anil  the  fifty, 
pound  note,  given  in  part  of  change 
of  that  of  a  hundred,  was  regu. 
larly  traced  from  the  hands  of  Clax. 
ton  io  the  bank,  where  he  had 
changed 'it  for  others  of  smaller 


▼alucr  West  was  discharged,  the 
receiving  of  notes,  which  are  the 
produce  of  other  notes  feloniously 
obtained,  not  coming  under  the  de* 
8criptio9  of  the  law  ;  and  Claxton 
was  admitted  an  evidence  against 
Cox,  who  was  committed  for  trial 
at  ihe  ensuing  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey. 

The  evidence  against  Cox  was 
chiefly  circumstantial ;  but  Jt  was 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  be  almost  as 
strong  as  positive  proof,  and  on 
that  evidence  he  was  capitally  con- 
victed. 

Fitiding  the  end  of  his  career  fast 
approaching.  Cox  began  to  prepare 
himself  for  eternity.  Ho  was  exe- 
cuted, as  we  have  already  stated,  at 
Tyburn,  October  the  27th,  1773, 
along  with  four  more  unhappy  men, 
who  excited  much  commiseration 
from  the  spectators* 


JOHN  STERLING, 

EXECUTED  FOR  FORGERY* 

This  unfortunate  youth  was  the    of  thVee  hundred  and  fifty  pounds* 

in  order  to  pay  off  the  pretended 
legacies,  as  expressed  in  the  forged 


natural  son  of  an  eminent  attorney 
at  law  in  the  Temple,  andf  when  a 
child,  was  committed  to  Ihe  care  of 
a  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Shuter.  Too  much 
addicted  to  the  fatal  pursuit  of  what 
Is  called  ^  the  pleasures  of  the 
town,'  in  order  to  support  his  ex- 
travagance he  adopted  the  fatal  re- 
solution of  committing  a  forgery  in 
the  name  of  his  benefactress. 

Mrs.  Shuter,  by  dint  of  industry 
and  frugality,  had  saved  a  few  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  of  this  the  un. 
grateful  youth  determined  to  avail 
himself,  lie  gave  out  that  she  was 
dead,  and  left  him  sole  executor* 

Having  forged  a  will  to  this  ef. 
feet,  he  took'  out  letters  of  admi- 
nistration in  the  usual  way,  no  per- 
son suspecting  any  thing  unfair ; 
and,  by  virtue  thereof,  he  sold  out 
Sonth-Sea  stock,  standing  in  the 
name  t»f  Mrs  Shuter,  to  the  amount 


instrument,  but  converted  the  same 
to  his  own  use. 

This  fraud  passed  undiscovered 
until  the  old  lady  went  to  the  South. 
Sea  House,  in  order  to  receive  her 
dividend,  when,  to  her  great  sur- 
prise, she  was  told  that  Mrs.  Shuter 
(herself)  was  dead ;  that  her  will 
had  been  administered  upon,  and 
her  stock  sold  ;  but,  when  informed 
by  whom  this  was  done,  she  was 
struck  with  the  deepest  sorrow. 
She  had  nursed  and  brought  up  the 
youth  with  maternal  tenderness^and 
loved  him  as  though  he  had  been 
her  own  child. 

This  being  a  forgery  by  which 
the  South-Sea  Company  were  de- 
frauded, it  was  not  in  the  power  of 
the  unhappy 'woman  to  prevent  a 
prosecution.     He  was  immediately 
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apprehended,  tried  at  the  next  ses- 
sions at  the  Old  Bailey,  conyicted, 
and  sentenced  to  death. 

He  solemnly  declared  his  in  ten- 
tjon  to  replace  the  money  ;  and  the 
jury,  moyed  at  his  youth  and  inad. 
Tertentcondact,  recommended  him 
to  mercy ;  bot  none  could  be  ac- 


corded in  such  a  description  of 
crime.  He  was  cxecnted  at  Tylwm, 
October  the  ^7th,  1773. 

He  was  very  penitent,  and  bit 
death  will  operate  as  a  warning  to 
young  men  coming  into  life  in  sudi 
a  scene  of  temptation  to  Tice  at  the 
metropolis. 


ELIZABETH  HARRIOT  GREEVE, 

TRANSPORTED  FOR  FELONY. 


No  prOTCrb  was  erer  more  true 
than  the  trite  remark,  that  nothing 
is  so  abandoned  as  a  shameless  wo- 
man ;  that  she  U  ne?er  wick^  by 
halres  ;  that  with  her  modesty  she 
puts  off  her  humanity,  and  realizes 
that  idea  of  mischief,  seduction,  de« 
ceit,  and  remorseless  treachery, 
which  the  ancients  attributed  to 
their  syrens  and  harpies. 

Elizabeth  Harriot  Greere  was  one 
of  those  specious  swindlers,  who, 
pretending  to  great  patronage,  cheat 
the  credulous  by  promises  of  pre- 
ferment. 

With  one  of  the  dupes  of  her  ar- 
tifice, she  was  first  cousin  to  Lord 
North ;  with  another,  second  cou. 
sin  to  the  Duke  of  Grafton ;  to  a 
third,  nearly  related  to  Lady  Fitz- 
roy;  on  some  occasions  she  af- 
fectcd  great  Mntimacj  with  Lord 
Guildford  ;  and,  had  the  young  pre* 
mier  then  ruled  the  state,  she  would, 
without  much  doubt,  have  boasted 
the  patronage  of  Mr.  Pitt. 

On  Wednesday,  the   3d  of  No- 


Tember,  1773,  this  female  sharpoTi 
and  consummate  impostor,  wis 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  public  of. 
fice.  Bow  Street)  under  farlow 
charges  of  fraud. 

William^  Kid  well,  a  coach-carrer, 
swore  that  the  woman  at  the  bar, 
who  called  herself  the  Honorable 
Elizabeth  Harriot  Greeve,  had  de. 
frauded  him  of  thirtj-six  pounds, 
under  a  promise  of  procuring  bin 
the  place  of  clerk  to  the  stores  in 
the  Victiimilng  Office.  He  said  that, 
the  fashion  of  carving  coaches  being 
on  the  decline,  he  wished  to  invest 
the  little  sum  he  had,  by  dint  of 
frugality  and  hard  labour,  saved,  in 
the  purchase  of  some  place,  and  for 
this  purpose  advertised  for  such  a 
situation.*  This  pretended  honor- 
able lady  answered  the  advertise- 
ment, and  soon  lured  him  out  of  the 
sum  above  mentioned. 

William  Kent,  of  Streatly,  in 
Berkshire,  charged  her  with  de- 
frauding him  of  thirty  pounds  in 
cash,  and  obtaining  from  binthN 


•  This  is  a  great  source  of  plunder  to  sharpers.  A  roan  with  a  small  capital  often 
^wbhes  to  increase  his  income  by  so  desirable  a  situation  as  a  clerkship  in  a  public  office^ 
or  a  sleeping  partner  in  a  lucrative  business.  For  advertisements  of  this  nature  hundred* 
of  villains  in  tha  metropolis  are  welching.  The  unsuspecting  advertiser  generally  falls 
iirto  the  snare  of  a  svwndler,  or  writhes  under  the  gripe  of  a  falling  tradesman.  The  for- 
mer holds  out  the  lure  of  places  under  government ;  the  other  the  prodigious  profits  of 
liis  concern,  which  only  wants,  he  says,  a  few  hundreds,  to  make  it  yield  ten-fold. 

In  the  first  case  he  is  swindled  under  a  variety  of  plausible  tales,  artfully  contri%ed, 
-and  oAen  repeated  ;  but  in  the  other  he  falls  indeed ! 

His  little  capital  js  scarcely  placed  in  trade  when  he  fmds  it  swallowed  up  in  a  statute 
of  bankruptcy,  and  himself  cast  into  a  loathsome  prison,  from  Inving  entered  into  con- 
nexion with  a  worthless  and  deceitful  partner.  For  such  villains  tfic  gallows  is  a  fit 
.pttnubmeatv 
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eonditlonal  bond  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  more,  which,  to- 
gether, was  the  price  of  the  place 
of  a  coast-waiter. 

This  deluded  man,  upon  the  pro. 
mises  of  Mrs.  G reeve,  quitted  his 
business  in  the  country,  and,  with 
his  wife  and  children,  came  to  Lon. 
don,  and  remained  there  some  time 
in  the  most  anxious  expectation  be- 
fore he  discorered  the  imposition. 

Elizabeth  Cooper  next  appeared 
before  the  magistrates,  and  charged 
the  prisoner  with  defrauding  her 
late  husband  of  sixty.two  pounds, 
on  a  similar  pretence  to  the  last 
case,  the  loss  of  which,  and  his  dis- 
appointment, the  poor  afflicted 
widow  said,  broke  his  heart. 

Mr.  John  Smith's  charge  was, 
the  promise  of  the  prisoner  of  ob- 
taining  for  him  the  place  of  a  set- 
tled tidesman,  for  which  he  gave 
money  from  time  to  time,  until  he 
was  entirely  ruined. 

Mr.  James  Tilley  was  the  next 
witness  examined  on  this  very  ex- 
traordinary occasion.  He  deposed 
th^t  he  had  retired  from  jbusinesi, 
and  advertised  for  a  place,  that  the 
employment  of  which  might  fill  up 
his  leisure  hours.     The  honorable 


Mrs.  Greevo  answered  the  adrer* 
tiseroent,  and  promised  him  alsa 
that  he  should  be  provided  with . 
the  place  he  wished  for ;  and  he 
seemed  to  exult  that  he  had  only 
been  swindled  out  of  ten  pounds 
before  he  suspected  foul  play. 

The  sum  of  her  Tiilainy  was 
proved  by  another  witness,  whom 
the  rest  had,  through  some  indus- 
try, found  out :  this  was  her  fac« 
totum,  agent,  clerk,  and  friend,  an 
occasional  esquire,  of  the  name  of 
Francis  Crook.  This  man  swore 
that,  when  he  first  acted  as  her 
ageni^  he  did  not  know  she  was  an 
impostor ;  that  he  had  agreed  with 
a  number  of  persons  for  the  sale  of 
places,  whom  he  took  to  his  mis* 
tress;  but «A« always  received  the 
money  paid  in  advance. 

This  artful  female  was  soon  re- 
cognised to  have  been  transported 
two  years  before,  from  whence  she 
returned  before  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  hec  service :  she  was 
again  disposed  of  in  a  similar  man* 
ner,  and,  finding  no  farther  men* 
tion  made  of  her,  we  conclude  that 
at  length  the  public  were  fortu- 
nately freed  from  so  dangerous  a 
nuisance. 


CHARLES  MILLS  AND  JOHN  PUGH, 

EXECUTED  FOR  HIGHWAY  ROBBERT. 


Thesis  offenders  were  born  of 
poor  parents,  and  received  little  or 
no  education.  In  the  winter  they 
acted  as  porters  on  the  wharfs  of 
the  Thames,  and  in  the  summer 
employed  themselves  as  haymakers ; 
but  at  length  associating  with  aban- 
doned company  of  both  sexes,  who 
lived  in  Chick  Lane,  and  such 
places,  they  lost  those  fair  charac- 
ters they  had  hitherto  supported. 

Distressed  in  circumstances  by 
their  own  vices,  they  determined  to 
sopply  their  wants  by  robbery;  but, 
their  appearance  being  too  mean 


to  permit  them  to  think  of  hiring 
horses,  they  determined  to  com* 
mence  footpads,  and  committed  a 
number  of  robberies  in  the  fields 
north  of  London,  frequently  111 
treating  those  whom  tl^ey  robbed. 
Their  success  for  some  time  was 
trifling,  but,  being  sufficient  to  fur* 
nish  them  with  several  offensive 
weapons,  their  depredations  became 
mQre  frequent,  and  their  booties 
were  spent,  as  those  of  thieves  ge« 
nerally  are,  in  the  company  of 
abandoned  women. 
They  commonly  met  at  an  ale* 
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kouie  io  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
^Mid,  ha?ing  flushed  themseWes  with 
liquor,  sallied  forth  to  assault  the 
unoffending  passenger.  We  now 
proceed  to  mention  the  fact,  the 
commission  of  which  cost  them  their 
lives. 

On  the  10th  of  August,  1774, 
they  met,  according  to  custom,  at 
the  alehouse,  and,  having  drank 
themselves  into  spirits  to  undertake 
daring  exploits,  they  went  into  the 
fields  near  Primrose  Hill,  between 
London  and  Hampstead,  when  a 
Tiolcnt  shower  of  rain  falling,  they 
took  shelter  under  a  hedge.  In  the 
interim  a  gentleman  named  Gilson, 
who  had  been  reading  in  a  book  as 
be  strolled  over  the  fields,  came  to 
the  same  spot,  to  avoid  the  violence 
of  the  shower. 

When  the  rain  abated  Mr.  Gil- 
son  was  going  away ;  but  the  vil- 
lains  threatened  his  instant  death  if 
he  hesitated  to  deliver  his  money. 
In  the  mean  time  Mills  rifled  his 
pockets,  where  finding  only  a  few 
•hillings,  the  robbers  blasphemed  in 
a  horrid  manner;  and  Mr.  Gilson, 
apprehensive  of  fatal  consequences, 
then  dolirercd  his  watch,  with  a 
guinea  and  some  silver,  which  he 
had  till  then  concealed. 

Ten  days  afterwards  Mr.  Gilson 
was  again  near  the  same  spot,  and, 
sitting  down  to  read,  observed  the 
identical  robbers  approaching  him. 
Knowing  them  well,  he  applied  to 
a  man.scrtant  belonging  to  farmer 
Wellings  to  assist  him  in  taking 
them  into  custody.  The  man  he- 
sitated, as  doubting  if  the  gentle- 
man had  been  really  robbed;  but 
Mr.  Wellings,  being  informed  of 
the  affair,  directed  two  men  to  go 


in  search  of  the  footpads,  »  ho  were 
soon  taken,  conveyed  before  a  ma- 
gistrate, and  lodged  in  Newgate. 

At  the  next  Old  Bailey  sessions 
they  were  convicted,  and  sentenced 
to  die.  After  conviction  they  sent 
to  some  of  their  former  companions 
in  iniquity  ;  but  not  one  would  at. 
tend  them.  For  a  short  time  they 
entertained  hopes  of  being  respited ; 
but  these  hopes  soon  vanished. 

Pugh  behaved  penitently ;  but 
Mills  much  more  so,  answering  ex. 
plicitly  all  the  .questions  that  were 
asked  him,  confessing  his  guilt,  and 
wishing  for  life  only  in  the  hope  of 
making  reparation  to  those  who 
had  k>een  sufferers  by  his  crimes. 

They  were  admitted  to  the  sacra, 
ment  on  the  morning  of  their  exe. 
cution ;  and,  when  their  irons  were 
knocked  off,  Pugh  seemed  almost 
abandoned  to  despondency,  and  at 
the  place  of  execution  he  acknow. 
ledged  the  justice  of  his  sentence* 
Mills,  also,  confessed  that  he  had 
committed  many  other  robberies, 
the  result  of  his  attachment  to  wo- 
men of  abandoned  character.     ^ 

CharlefT'  Mills  and  John  Pugh 
were  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the  7th 
of  November,  1774. 

The  most  remarkable  circum- 
stance in  the  case  of  these  malefac- 
tors is,  that,  after  conviction,  their 
former  abandoned  acquaintances 
would  not  visit  them.  Thus  were 
they  left  in  the  utmost  distress  in 
the  hour  of  the  greatestt^xtreroity  ! 

Hence  young  people  should  learn 
the  extreme  ill  consequence  of  keep, 
ing  bad  company ;  and  that  the  true 
way  to  be  happy  is  to  associate 
with  those  who  have  more  wisdom 
and  virtue  than  themselves.. 


WILLIAM  HAWKE, 

BXECUTED   FOa  HIGHWAY  K0BD£RY. 


This  was  another  depredator  of    desperate  a    mind    as    to    appear 
considerable  notoriety,  and  of  so    dauntless  of  death.     Uc  wu  beni 
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at  Uibiidge,'  in  Middlesex,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  town  he 
committed  many  highway  robberies. 
His  father  dying  when  he  was  but 
M  boy,  he  came  to  London,  with- 
out any  friend  to  direct  his  steps, 
and  hired  himself  as  a  pot-boy — that 
is,  a  drawer  of  porter  to  a  low  pub* 
lie  honse— where  were*  constantly 
before  him  examples  which  might 
lead  any  unprotected  youth  from 
the  paths  of  virtue.  He  soon  con- 
nected an  acquaintance  with  aban- 
doned people  who  frequenteil  an 
alehouse  in  St.  Giles's,  and  was 
persuaded  to  join  them  in  commit, 
ting  depredations  upon  the  public. 

Hawke  at  length  commenced 
highwayman,  and  became  an  ac- 
complice of  VVilllam^Field,  the  par- 
ticulars of  whose  life  we  hare  al. 
ready  mentioned.  Field  and  Hawke 
were  transported  to  America ;  and, 
returning  to  England  nearly  at  the 
same  period,  they  again  became  as- 
sociates in  committing  robberies 
upon  the  highway.  Hawke  and 
Field  being  apprehended  together, 
the  former  escaped  from  Tothill 
Fields'  Bridewell,  and  got  o?er  to 
France  ;  but  the  other  suffered  the 
i^ntence  of  the  law. 

Upon  his  return  to  England  he 
committed  a  surprising  number  of 
most  daring  robberies ;  and  several 
months  elapsed  before  the  thief- 
takers  knew  him  to  be  the  man  by 
whom  the  roads  about  London 
were  so  dangerously  infested. 

Information  being  given  to  Mr. 
Smith,  the  keeper  of  Tothill  Fields* 
Bridewell,  that  Hawke's  wife  had 
been  to  Uibridge  on  a  party  of 
pleasure,  he  sought  the  driver  of 
the  coach  in  which  she  was  con- 
Tteyed,  and  learnt  from  him  that 
Hawke  lodged  in  Shoe  Lane.  The 
following  morning  Mr.  Smith,  Mr. 
Bond,  Mr.  Leigh,  and  some  other 
persons  in  the  serrice  of  Sir  John 
Fielding,went  toShoe  Lane.  Bond, 


gohig  up  two  pair  of  stairs,  entered 
the  front  room,  and  there  discover, 
ing  Hawke  slumbering  in  bed, 
threw  himself  across  the  highway- 
man, who,  tv^isting  the  sheet  round 
Bond's  head,  reached  at  a  pistol  t^at 
was  under  the  pillow,  at  which  in* 
stant  Smfth  entered,  and  caught 
hold  of  his  hand.  With  much  dif. 
ficulty  Hawke  was  secured;  and, 
being  put  into  a  coach,  he  said  that 
his  misfortunes  were  in  some  mea- 
sure alleviated  by  the  consideration 
that  no  life  was  lost,  for  he  was  pro- 
vided with  several  loaded  pistols, 
and  had  formed  the  resolution  of 
firing  upon  every  man  who  should 
attempt  to  take  him  into  custody. 

Being  conveyed  to  the  public  of- 
fice in  Bow  Street,  a  great  number 
of  persons  were  bound  to  prose- 
cute, and  he  was  committed  to 
Newgate. 

At  the  next  sessions  at  the  Old 
Bailey  he  was  arraigned  on  an  in- 
dictment for  robbing  Mr.  Hart  of  a 
small  sum  of  money  ;  and  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  most  remarkable  cir- 
cumstances adduced  in  evidence:— 
Mr.  Hart  and  Captain  Cunningham 
were  stopped  in  the  Pulham  stage, 
a  little  beyond  Knightsbridge,  by 
the  prboner,  who  demanded  their 
money.   The  captain  refused  to  re- 
sign  his    property ;    and    Hawke 
threatened  to  fire,  and,  pointing  his 
pistol  at  the  captain,  he  said  ^  Fire 
away,  and  be  damned !'  on  which 
the  robber  discharged  his  pistol, 
and  the  ball  passed  between  the  cap. 
tain's  shoulder  and  his  coat.     Mr. 
Hart  then  delivered  a  few  shillings ; 
and  Captain  Cunningham,  getting 
out  of  the  coach  in  the  interim, 
seized  the  bridle  of  the  highways 
roan's  horse,  when   he  discharged 
a  second  pistol.     He  then  remount- 
ed, but  did  not  ride  away  for  some 
minutes,  during  which  interval  the 
captain  employed  himself  In  pick- 
ing up  stones,  and  throwing  them 
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tt  htm.  At  the  time  of  Hftwke!s 
trial  Captain  Cunningham  was 
abroad;  but  Mr.  Hart's  efidence 
was  BO  positive,  clear,  and  circom. 
stantial,  that  no  doubt  remained  as 
to  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner,  who  was 
therefore  sentenced  to  be  e^^ecuted. 
While  Hawke  was  under  sen. 
tcnce  of  death,  In  Newgate,  his  be. 
baTiour  was  such  as  may  be  called 
decent,  rather  than  penitential. 
While  his  irons  were  knocking  off, 
on  the  morning  of  execution,  one 
of  his  acquaintance  addressed  him 
thus  :  <  How  do  you  do,  Billy  ? 
will  you  have  some  flowers?' — 
Hawke  replied,  ^  I  am  pretty  well. 


I  thank  you.  How  Is  Harry 
Wright?  he  has  been  ill  of  late,  I 
hear,'  meaning  one  of  the  tnmkeys 
of  Tothill  Fields'  Bridewell.  And 
then,  while  the  man  held  the  nose. 
gay,  he  picked  out  a  flower,  and, 
with  great  composure,  placed  it  in 
a  button- hole  of  his  coat. 

When  the  cart  was  preparing  to 
be  driTen  from  under  the  gallows 
he  threw  off  both  his  shoes;  and, 
when  he  found  it  mo?e,  he  collected 
his  utmost  strength,  and  leaped  up, 
so  that  his  neck  was  instantly  dif- 
locatcd. 

He  suffered  at  Tyburn,  July  the 
Ist,  1774. 


AMOS  MERRITT,  . 

EXECUTED  FOR  BURGLARY. 


This  was  another  old  offender, 
and  his  case  becomes  very  remark- 
able from  his  having  been  the  means 
of  saving  an  innocent  person  from 
an  ignominious  death  at  the  place 
of  execution,  under  the  following 
circumstances : — 

Patrick  Maden,  convicted  of  a 
foot.robbery  on  the  highway,  and 
William  Walne  and  Levi  Bamet, 
for  burglary,  werp,  on  the  1 9th  of 
August,  1774,  carried  to  Tyburn 
for  execution,  pursuant  to  their 
sentence. 

When  the  cart  was  drawn  under 
the  gallows,  a  man  among  the  crowd 
of  spectators  called  out  for  the 
others  to  make  way  for  him,  as  he 
had  something  to  communicate  to 
the  sheriff  respecting  one  of  the  ma- 
lefactors. This  being  effected,  the 
man,  who  proved  to  be  Amos  Mer. 
ritt,  addressed  Mr.  Reynolds,  the 
under-sheriff,  and  declared  that 
Patrick  Maden  was  innocent  of  the 
crime  for  which  he  was  about  to 
suffer.  Mr.  Reynolds  desired  he 
would  look  upon  the  prisoner,  and 
speak  aloud  wdat  he  had  repre- 
sented  to  him.    He  did  so,  and  de* 


clared  that  he  was  not  guilty  ;  but 
declined  accusing  himself.  The 
sheriffs,  on  hearing  this  declaratiou, 
dispatched  Mr.  Reynolds  with  the 
information  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  and  to  request  his  farther  or- 
ders, of  whom  he  obtained  a  respite 
for  Maden,  who  was  carried  iMck 
to  Newgate,  amid  the  acclamations 
of  the  people. 

During  Mr.  Reynolds's  absenca, 
which  was  near  an  hour  (dreadful 
time  of  agonizing  suspense!)  the 
other  culprits  remained  with  halters 
round  their  necks,  and  were  then 
executed. 

Merritt  was  taken  into  custody, 
and  at  the  public  ofl^  in  Bow 
Street,  before  Mr.  Justice  Adding. 
ton,  confessed  that  he  himself  was 
ihe  person  who  had  committed  the 
robbery  of  which  Maden  had  beea 
convicted.  The  latter  waa  par- 
doned. 

Though  no  doubt  remained  of 
Merritt's  guilt,  yet,  as  no  proof 
could  be  adduced  to  that  effect,  he 
for  a  while  escaped  justice. 

He  had  been  guilty  of  many  rob- 
beries, the  particulars  of  which  arc 
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not  interesting:  wc  shall  therefore 
come  to  that  for  which  he  suffered. 

At  the  sessions  held  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  in  the  month  of  December, 
1774)  Amos  Merritt  was  indicted 
for  feloniously  breaking  and  enter- 
ing  the  dwelling-house  of  Edward 
Ellicott,  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
^th  of  October,  and  robbing  it  of 
plate,  a  gold  watch,  and  other  ?alu. 
able  articles  to  a  large  amount. 

Mr.  Ellicott deposed  that  he  li?ed 
in  Hornsey  Lane,  near  Highgate ; 
that  he  was  awakened  by  his  wife, 
who  inquired  what  noise  was  in  the 
house,  which  he  thought  proceeded 
from  the  ser?ants  mo?ing  the  tables 
in  the  passage ;  but  this  Mrs.  £lli^ 
cott  thought  could  not  be,  from  the 
hour  of  the  night ;  dnd,  ringing  the 
bell,  both  of  them  jumped  out  of 
bed ;  when  the  first  words  heard 
were,  ^  Come  up  directly ;'  and  then 
some  person  said,  ^  Damn  your 
bloods,  we  will  murder  every  soul  in 
the  house!'  Mrs.  Ellicott  said, 
^  Lord  bless  me,  the  door  is  open  !' 
and,  running  to  the  door,  pushed  it 
close.  Mr.  Ellicott  gaye  immediate 
assistance ;  and  a  person  who  was 
without,  whom  he  belieyed  from  his 
Toice  was  the  prisoner,  said  ^  Damn 
you,  if  you  do  not  open  the  door,  I 
will  murder  every  one  of  you  I' 

The  rest  of  the  evidence  was  to 
the  following  effect : — The  villains 
attempted  to  force  open  the  door, 
putting  a  hanger  with  a  scabbard 
between  that  and  the  post;  but 
Mr.  Ellicott,  who  was  a  powerful 


man',keptthem  out  by  mere  strength, 
and  having  lasfened  the  door  with  a 
drop  bolt,  which  went  into  the 
flooring,  he  ran  to  the  window,  and 
called  out  ^  Thieves  I'  In  the  moan 
time  Mrs.  Ellicott,  by  perpetual 
ringing  of  the  bell,  had  alarmed  the 
servants,  who  ran  into  the  street 
after  the  thieves,  who  had  by  this 
time  got  off  with  the  property. 

Notice  having  been  given  at  Sir 
John  Fielding's,  Merritt  and  his 
accomplices  were  taken  into  custo- 
dy on  suspicion,  and,  after  an  exa. 
mination  at  Bow  Street,  were  com- 
mitted to  Newgate. 

At   the   trial  the  evidence  was' 

-  deemed  so  satisfactory  that  the  jury 

did   not  hesitate    to   find   Merritt 

guilty  ;  in  consequence  of  which  he 

received  sentence  of  death. 

Merritt  confessed  that  he,  with 
J.  Miller  and  three  more,  not  then 
taken,  committed  the  burglary  and 
robbery  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Elli- 
cott ;  and  that  John  Cass,  who  was 
in  custody  as  one  of  the  gang,  was 
Innocent.  Upon  this  two  of  them 
were  apprehended  in  Whitechapel ; 
but,  while  carrying  to  prison,  a 
gang  of  thieves  rushed  upon  the 
constables,  beat  them  most  unmer- 
cifully, and  rescued  the  prisoners. 

Merritt  suffered  at  Tyburn  on 
the  18th  of  January,  1775,  at  the 
same  place,  within  a  single  year, 
where  he  had  been  the  means  of 
saving  the  life  of  Maden  ;  the  ex. 
ample  proving  no  kind  of  warning 
to  this  hardened  sinner. 


WILLIAM  FARMERY, 

EXECUTED  FOa  THE  MUADER  OF  HIS  MOTHER. 


We  have  reluctantly  shown,  in 
more  instances  than  bne,  the  unna- 
tural brutality  of  men  murdering 
their  fathers  ;  but,  while  we  sketch 
the  more  shocking  crime  of  this 
monster,  we  have  some  consolation 
In  observing  that,  in  our  long  re- 


searches into  the  wickedness  of 
mankind,  he  is  the  first  we  have  met 
with  who,  with  long  lurking  malice, 
shed  the  blood  of  his  mother. 

A  subject  so  strangely  horrid  and 
unnatural  weshall  dismiss  by  a  bare 
recital  of  the  shocking  circumstance* 
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It  appears  that,  among  other  on- 
dutiful  acts,  he  had  one  morning 
gireli  offence  to  his  parent,  for 
which  he  was  justlj  reproached, 
on  which  he  went  out  of  her  house, 
took  his  knife  from  his  pocket,  and 
deliberately  whetted  it  till  quite 
•harp. 

Then  returning  with  the  murder- 
ons  instrument  in  his  hand,  he  found 
his  unfortunate  mother  in  (he  act  of 
making  his  own  bed. 

Without  uttering  a  word,  he 
threw  her  down,  and,  as  a  butcher 
kills  a  sheep,  he  stuck  her  in  the 
throat,  and  there  left  her  weltering 
in  her  bipod,  of  which  wound  she 
died* 

On  his  examination  he  confessed 
the  fact,  and  said  that  he  had  deter- 


mined upon  his  mother's  death  three 
jears  ago ;  for  that  he  had  treasured 
up  malice  against  her  since  she  had 
corrected  him  for  some  trifling  fault 
when  a  little  boy* 

In  the  prison  of  Lincoln,  called 
the  Round-house,  he  declared  that, 
when  asleep  there,  he  felt  something 
mo  Ye  within  him  (the  tyrant  Con- 
scicnce),and  that  when  he  awoke  he 
saw  his  mother's  ghost  npbraidiog 
him  for  his  foul  deed. 

He  suffered  at  Lincoln  Angust 
the  5th,  J  775,  amidst  the  execnu 
tions  of  a  multitude  of  indignant 
spectators. 

*  Even  jou  joarself  to  joar  own  brent 

•hall  tell 
Your  crimes,  and  jour  own  cosicieiice  Im 

your  kell/ 


JOHN  BOLTON, 

TIIIED  AND  CONDEMNED  FOR  MUBDCB. 

This  nnhappyman  was  reputably    house,  in  the  year  1768,  he  took, 
"      ""      as  apprentices,  a  boy,  named  Ema- 
nuel Bowes,  and  a  girl  of  ten  ysart 
old,  called  Elizabeth  Rainbow.  The 


descended^  and  well  educated.  He 
served  for  some  time  in  the  army 
during  the  late  war,  and  was  dis. 
tinguished  by  his  gallant  behaviour ; 
but  was  dismissed  from  the  military 
line  of  life  in  consequence  of  the 
peace  of  1763. 

While  he  was  in  the  army,  and 
on  a  recruiting  party  in  Yorkshire, 
he  became  acquainted  with  a  young 
lady,  who  possessing  a  moderate 
estate  in  her  own  right,  he  married 
her  after  he  quitted  the  service,  and 
turned  farmer. 

By  this  marriage  he  had  six  chil- 
dren, some  of  whom  were  living  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  In  this  sta- 
tion he  continued  happily  for  about 
ten  years,  when  the  event  took 
place  which  ended  in  his  destruc- 
tion. 

Near  Mr.  Bolton's  place  of  re- 
sidence was  the  village  of  Ack. 
worth,  in  which  was  a  house  where 
the  poor  of  several  parishes  were 
maintained  by  contract.    From  this 


girl  grew  up  in  hb  service,  and  was 
remarkable  for  her  beauty  ;  a  cir- 
cumstance very  unfortunate  for  her- 
self, as  it  induced  Mr.  Bolton  to 
seduce  her,  the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  her  pregnancy  en- 
sued. 

When  Bolton  was  assured  that 
the  girl  was  with  child,  he  went  to 
York,  and  purchased  a  medicine, 
in  order  to  procure  an  abortion ; 
which  medicine  being  administered 
to  the  young  woman^  she  was  thrown 
into  riolent  convulsions;  but,  the 
strength  of  her  constitution  effec- 
tually combating  the  potion,  she 
advanced  In  her  pregnancy  without 
any  appearance  of  having  received 
the  least  injury. 

Bolton,  alarmed  lest  his  inter- 
course with  the  girl  should  be 
known  to  his  wife  and  family, 
formed  the  shocking  resolution  of 
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murdering  ber  who  bad  /alien  a 
▼ictim  to  l)is  seducti? e  artifices ;  but 
no  opportunity  ofiered  of  pcrpe. 
trating  the  horrid  deed  till  Sunday, 
the  21st  of  August,  1774.. 

On  this  day  Mrs.  Bolton  took 
one  of  her  children  on  a  visit  to  a 
lady  who  lived  at  two  miles  dis- 
tance ;  and  there  being  no  persons 
in  the  house  but  Emanuol  Bowes, 
the  young  girl  who  had  been  se- 
duced,  and  a  child  of  six  years  old, 
who  was  sick  in  bed,  Bolton  consi. 
dered  this  as  the  proper  time  for 
perpetrating  the  crime  on  which  he 
had  previously  resolved.  He  there, 
fore  sent  the  boy  to  fetch  a  cow- 
doctor,  to  look  at  a  beast  (hat  was 
presumed  to  be  disordered.  The 
boy  returning  in  about  two  hours, 
and  finding  the  door  fast,  went  to 
an  adjoining  field,  and  put  a  horse 
to  grass ;  after  which  he  knocked 
at  the  door,  and  his  master,  letting 
him  in,  told  him  that  ^  Elizabeth 
Rainbow  had  run  away,  and  left 
most  of  her  clothes  behind  her.' 

The  boy  was  surprised  at  this  in* 
telligence,  and  some  near  neigh, 
bours  said  that  the  girl  had  not  left 
the  house  that  day  ;  and  a  woman, 
who  had  been  to  the  house  to  pay 
for  milk,  declared  that  she  had 
given  the  money  to  Rainbow,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  her  mis- 
tress. 

Mrs.  Bolton,  returning  at  seven 
at  night,  observed  that  her  husband 
appeared  to  be  very. uneasy,  and 
inquired  into  the  cause  of  it;  to 
which  he  only  answered  that  the 
girl  had  gone  awa^,  and  left  her 
clothes  on  a  table  in  the  dining- 
room*  Whether  Mrs.  Bolton  was, 
or  was  not,  suspicious  of  her  hus- 
band's criminal  connexion  with 
Rainbow,  is  a  matter  of  doubt; 
bnt  it  seems  probable  that  she  was, 
as  a  violent  quarrel  ensued  on  this 
occasion* 
^    About  ten  days  after  this  affair 

VOL.  II. 


happened,  the  neighbours  being 
suspicious  that  murder  had  been 
committed,  one  of  them,  who  was 
a  constable,  went  to  a  magistrate, 
who  granted  a  warrant  for  the  ap* 
prehension  of  Boiton.  The  latter, 
having  heard  that  a  warrant  was 
issued,  went  to  the  justice,  and 
told  him  that  the  repojrt  intended 
to  prejudice  him  was  circulated 
with  a  malicious  view  to  injure  his 
character.  On  this  the  justice  told 
Bolton  to  attend  him  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  constable  would  be 
present;  instead  of  which  Boltoa 
went  home,  and,  packing  up  some 
plate,  set  off  for  York,  whither  he 
was  followed  by  the  constable,  who 
apprehended  him,  and,  carrying  him 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  he 
was  lodged  in  prison. 

On  the  trial,  which  came  on  at 
the  ensuing  assizes,  the  following 
circumstances  were  discovered,  viz. 
when  Bolton  had  sent  the  boy  for 
the  cow.doctur«  he  took  the  girl 
into  the  cellar,  and  strangled  her 
with  a  cord  which  ho  drew  round 
her  neck,  placing  a  fife  within  the 
cord,  so  as  to  twist  it  to  a  proper 
tightness. 

On  the  Monday  after  this  affair 
he  directed  Emanud  Bowes  to 
wheel  several  barrows  filled  with 
rubbish  into  the  cellar,  as  it  had 
been  overflowed  with  water,  which 
furnished  him  with  a  very  plausible 
pretence  for  the  concealment  of  his 
guilt,  which  he  presumed  would 
now  remain  undiscovered. 

At  length  the  body  of  the  de- 
ceased was  found  under  the  rubbish 
in  the  cellar ;  and  the  coroner^s  in- 
quest, being  summoned  on  the  oc- 
casion, gave  a  verdict  of  wilful 
murder;  on  which  Mr.  Bolton  was 
committed  to  the  castle  of  York. 

The  evidence  on  his  trial  was 
deemed  so  conclusive,  that  the  jury 
did  not  hesitate  to  fmd  him  guilty, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  received 
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tentenee  of  death.  During  his  trtal 
he  behared  with  uncommon  eifron. 
tery;  and,  when  the  judge  had 
passed  sentence  on  him,  he  turned 
to  the  Court,  and  declared  his  in- 
nocence. 

On  the  following  day  a  clergy- 
man went  to  him,  with  a  charitable 
▼iew  to  prepare  his  mind  to  enable 
him  to  support  himself  with  decency 
in  the  arduous  trial  he  had  to  un- 
dergoi  and  to  fortify  it  for  the  awful 
eTent  that  was  so  soon  to  await  him. 

Still,  however,  he  persisted  that- 
he  was  innocent  of  the  alleged 
crime;  and,  when  the  officers  of 
justice  went  the  next  morning  to 
couTcy  him  to  the  place  of  ezecu. 
tion,  they  found  that,  by  hanging 


himself,  ho  had  put  a  period  to  his 
existence. 

This  event  of  self-murder  hap- 
pened in  the  castle  of  York,  on  the 
29th  of  March,  1775. 

There  is  no  language  In  which 
to  express  our  proper  sense  of  the 
crimes  of  this  unhappy  man.  He 
was  first  guilty  of  seducing  a  young 
woman  from  the  path  of  virtue; 
he  then  murdered  her  in  ihe  fear 
of  detection ;  and  at  length  laid 
violent  hands  on  himself.  Such  a 
complication  of  guilt  must  make 
the  heart  shudder ;  and,  we  trust, 
it  cannot  be  necessary  to  write  a 
single  word  to  deter  our  readers 
from  the  commission  of  any  of 
these  offences.  / . 


JANE  BUTTERFIELD, 

INDICTED  FOR  THE  MURDER  OF  W.  SCAWEN,  ESQ. 

In  pursuance  of  our  promise  to  affected  than  herself  at 
the  public,  of  inserting  trials  in  ex- 
traordinary^ cases,  in  consequence 
of  which  the  parties  had  been  ac- 
quitted, we  give  the  following, 
which  is  lery  remarkable,  as  the 
presumption  of  guilt  is  the  most 
that  could  possibly  be  imagined. 


this  de- 
plorable event :  he  did  every  thing 
in  his  power  to  calm  the  mind  of 
the  young  lady  ;  promised  to  supply 
to  her  the  place  of  her  late  parent ; 
and  faithfully  discharged  that  duty, 
by  taking  the  utmost  care  of  her 
education,  and  studying  to  oblige 


At  the  assizes  at  Croydon,  for  the  ^  her  in  every  possible  instance.     He 
county  of  Surrey,  on  the  19th  of    even,  as  she  says,  ^  faithfully  sup- 


August,  1775,  Jane  Butterfield  was 
indicted  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
William  Scawen,  Esq. 

The  short  story  of  this  unhappy 
affair  is  as  follows: — Miss  Butter- 
field  was,  at  fourteen  years  of  ago, 
seduced  from  her  father  by  a  wo- 
man employed  by  Mr.  Scawen,  who 
too  soon  brought  the  young  lady 
to  a  compliance  with  his  wishes. 
The  seduction  was  followed  by 
rery  disagreeable  consequences :  the 
father  reprobated  his  daughter; 
and  his  death  was  hastened,  as  sho 
herself  acknowledged,  by  the  grief 
he  felt  for  her  unhappy  departure 
from  the  paths  of  virtue. 

Mr.  Scawen  did  not  appear  less 


plied  a  parent's  duty :  he  was  by 
nature  generous,  and  that  gene- 
rosity,  with  regard  to  herself,  was 
unbounded.' 

Impelled  by  notions  of  gratitude, 
Miss  Butterfield  presumed  that  she 
could  not  be  thought  to  have  acted 
ungratefully  by  her  benefactor. — 
Her  attachment  to  the  deceased  was 
faithful,  and  her  care  of  him  un- 
remitted: she  administered  to  his 
wants  and  infirmities,  and  in  all 
respects  fulfilled  the  tender  offices 
of  a  wife  as  much  as  if  she  had 
owed  them  to  him  under  that  sacred 
tie;  and  so  diligent  was  her  attend- 
ance, that  her  life  was  repeatedlj 
endangered  from  excessive  fatigue. 
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Mr.  Scawcn  had  been  fur  a  long 
time  in  a  debilitated  habit,  and  for  the 
last  six  jears  could  not  arise  or  sit 
down  without  assistance;  and  such 
was  the  vitiated  s'tate  of  his  body, 
^  that  he  was  obliged  to  have  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Caesar  Hawkins, 
the  surgeon,  who  applied  caustics 
to  his  head,  which  was  swelled  to^ 
a  degree  almost  incredible.' 

At  this  time  Mr.  Scawcn  reposed 
such  confidence  in  Miss  Butterfield 
that  he  wuuld  not  permit  any  per- 
son but  herself  to  apply  the  proper 
dressings.  So  violent  was  his  dis. 
»  order,  that  he  remained  blind  near 
two  years,  but  at  length  recovered 
his  sight ;  and  his  other  infirmities 
were  greatly  relieved  :  yd  his  habit 
of  body  became  weaker,  and  those 
who  visited  him  forogaw  that  ho 
could  not  exist  for  any  considerable 
time. 

Mr.  Scawcn  had  consulted  regu- 
lar physicians  till  he  was  tired,  out 
of  the  hope  of  that  relief  which 
could  not  be  obtained.  He  then 
had  recourse  to  quackery,  and  had 
a  perfect  laboratory  in  his  house, 
filled  with  a  variety  of  medicines,  to 
which  he  had  frequent  recourse  for 
the  relief  of  his  real  or  imaginary 
complaints.  His  closet  was  stocked 
with  Ward's  and  Maredant's  Drops, 
and  other  medicines  advertised  for 
the  cure  of  all  complaints. 

Miss  Butterfield  constantly  ad- 
vised Mr.  Sea  wen  against  quackery, 
nor  ever  administered  any  thing  to 
him  that  she  conceived  prejudicial 
to  his  health,  or  that  he  was  disin. 
clined  to  take. 

in  the  course  of  the  trial  the 
strength  of  the  evidence  against 
Miss  Butterfield  rested  with  Mr. 
Edmund  Sanxay,  a  surgeon,  who 
deposed  that  he  had  been  acquaint- 
ed with  the  deceased  about  fifty 
years;  that  he  put  himself  under 
his  care;  that  ho  was  much  ema- 
ciatcd;  that  Kc  said  he  was  but  just 


recovered  from  a  salivation,  which 
he  had  been  thrown  into  by  taking 
quack  medicines  for  the  rheuma- 
tism; that  Mr.  Sanxay  recom- 
mended a  regimen,  whicli  was  ob- 
served for  two  days  only;  when 
Mr.  Scawen  came  to  him,  and  told 
him  that  in  a  decoction  of  sarsapa- 
rilla,  which  had  been  given  hi:n,  he 
found  a  brassy  taste,  and  that  it 
made  him  very  sick  ;  that  he  had 
been  frequently  feverish  and  sick  at 
stomach ;  that  his  mouth  began  to 
be  sore ;  and  that  he  apprehended 
he  was  going  into  another  saliva, 
tion. 

After  this  Mr.  Scawen  was  re- 
moved to  Mr.  Sanxay's  house  on 
the  20th  of  June,  1775,  and  died 
there  on  the  8th  of  July  following. 
Mr.  Sanxay  declared  his  opinion 
that  Mr.  Scawcn  did  not  die  a  na- 
tural death ;  but  that  a  salivation 
])roduced  by  mercury  was  the  cause 
of  this  event. 

On  the  contrary,  several  sur- 
geons, and  other  persons  of  rc« 
spectable  character,  gave  such  evi. 
dcnce  as  would  Jnduce  a  candid 
mind  to  believe  that  Mr.  Scawen 
did  not  die  by  poison,  but  in  con- 
sequence of  his  debilitated  habit  of 
body,  and  his  preposterous  attach- 
ment to  quack  medicines,  in  search 
of  that  relief  which  was  not  to  bo 
reasonably  expected  from  them. 

The  consequence  was,  that  the 
jury,  after  retiring  about  ten  mi- 
nutes, brought  in  a  verdict  of  ^  Not 
Guilty  ;'aud  Miss  Butterfield  imme- 
diately set  out  for  I^ndoa  in  a 
postchaise  that  had  been  previously 
provided. 

We  have  be^n  the  shorter  in 
our  narrative  of  this  affair,  because 
there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  just 
ground  of  suspicion  of  the  alleged 
crime.  What  were  the  motives  of 
this  prosecution  it  would  not  be  de- 
cent in  us  to  say.  It  has  been  in. 
timatcd  that  Mr.  Scawen  had  made 
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a  will  greatly  ii^  favour  of  Mtts 
Butterfield,  and  that  this  arged  the 
suit  against  her.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  the  generous  public  will  con. 
gratulate  her,  as  her  friends  did, 
on  her  honorable  acquittal. 

The  fatal  consequences  of  seduc- 
tion will  appear  evident  on  a  con. 
sideratlon  of  this  case.     Miss  But. 


terfie1d*8  father  lost  his  life  in  con. 
sequence  of  his  daughter's  being 
drawn  aside  from  the  paths  of  rir. 
tue.  Let  this  furnish  a  lesson  of 
caution  to  men,  never  to  be  guilty 
of  a  crime,  with  respect  to  the  other 
sex,  for  which  all  their  future  ten* 
derncss  can  make  no  adequate  com- 
pensation. 
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